
Division XII 

TILLOTSON CAMP TO CANADIAN BORDER 

From the Tillotson Camp sign, The Long Trail 
climbs to Tillotson Peak (3040 ft.) 1h mi. beyond. 
In 2 mi. more of crooked trail it reaches Hay
stack Mt. (3223 ft.) marked by a rocky summit 
knob, striking when seen from the mountain top 
or from the lowland. While there is no trail to 
the knob, its northern outlook is well worth the 
scramble up it. The Long Trail crosses through 
lumber slash to the northern end of the mountain 
top, passes two piles of logs rotting on their skid
ways and drops 1200 feet in 1 % miles to the Fred 
H. Tucker Lodge (2000 ft.), (closed frame camp, 
kitchen range, water, bunks for 4; shelter for 
more). Tillotson Camp to Fred H. Tucker Camp, 
4 mi.; time, 4 hr., either way. 

Hazen's Notch road (1780 ft.) is ~ mi. north of 
Tucker Camp. Montgomery Ctr. is 6 miles north
west along the highway (Route 58) and Lowell 
is 6 miles southeast. The Notch is named for Gen. 
Moses Hazen, who, during the Revolution, !:milt a 
military road from Peacham to this point. A 
granite marker to commemorate this bit of his
tory stands beside the road where the trail enters. 
Across the highway, Sugar Loaf Mt. rises in a 
700 foot cliff. At a short distance north of the 
road a side trail turns right 'from the Long Trail 
and climbs, ~ mi., up Sugar Loaf (2543 ft.) for a 
good view down the Montgomery Valley. 

The Long Trail climbs a shoulder of Sugar 
Loaf, then skirts a basin that opens to the south
west, and in 4 mi. emerges from the woods at 

DIVISION XII 107 

the top of an open pasture for a splendid view 
of the three Jays, (Little Jay 3202, Big Jay 3800, 
and Jay Peak, 3861) 2% mi. away. After cross
ing a pasture, Jay Brook and a field., the trail 
meets a road just south of the Deuso Farm. 
(Food, mail and lodgin,g). Address, Albert Deuso, 
Montgomery Center, Vt. Tucker Lodge to Deuso 
Farm, 4%, mi.; time, 4 hr., either way. 

From the Denso Farm, the Trail keeps along 
the old highway for a mile, turns sharply to the 
left, and climbs through a wooded basin to the 
ridge connecting Big Jay and Jay Peak. It swings 
right on this ridge and approaches Jay Peak from 
the west. Jay Peak, itself, is on side trail, for 
the Long Trail leaves the ridge 1/ 6 mile west of 
the summit and drops northerly toward North 
Jay. Here, bearing right, is a trail leading up to 
Jay Peak. Just before the highest point there is 
a sign to indicate another blue branch called the 
Old Trail which descends abruptly over the north 
side of the mountain. In 2/ 3 mile it meets the New 
Trail which will be described shortly. The sum
mit trail, straight ahead, is marked with blue 
blazes to Jay Peak (3861 ft.). From the top there 
is a superb view in all directions. To the north 
the Green Mountains stretch away toward Cana
da with North Jay (3400 ft.) 2 mi. distant and a 
row of at least 10 unnamed peaks, ranging from 
2100 to 3300 feet between Jay Peak and the Inter
national Border. To the northwest, the sharp cone, 
in Canada, is Pinnacle (2200 ft.) north of Rich
ford. Almost due north are the Sutton Mts. ris
ing to an elevation of 3100 feet in Round Top. A 
little to the east of north, Mount Orford, the 
highest Canadian mountain in this region, is 30 
mi. away. In the northeast are Elephantis (or 
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Sugar L-Oaf) 2100 feet, Owl's Head 2400 feet, and 
Bear Mountain 2000 feet, all in Canada. Across 
the southern slope of Bear Mt. is the cleared strip 
of the International boundary. Past both sides of 
Owl's Head and Bear Mt. the waters of Lake 
Memphremagog are visible. All the White Mts. 
are east and southeast while the Green Mountains 
are in sight as far away as Camel's Hump. Toward 
the west and southwest are the Adirondacks and 
Lake Champlain; Montreal is 65 miles to the 
northwest and easily visible on a clear day. From 
the summit, the blue trail straight ahead, called 
the New Trail, leads at first southeast, then 
northeast and at a distance of %, of a mile from 
the summit meets the Old Trail which left the 
summit ridge just the other side of the peak. 
From the Old Trail-New Trail junction an ap
proach trail (blue blazes) descends toward' the 
east until at about 2 mi. from the summit it 
reaches the end of a motor road to Jay Village. 
At this point there is a camp ground, shelter in 
an old house, and excellent water. Camp ground 
to Jay Village, 3% mi.; to North Troy, 7% miles. 

From the above mentioned junction, 1/6 mile 
west of Jay Peak's summit, the white painted 
Long Trail drops very steeply over the north side 
of Jay's west shoulder, losing 700 feet in half a 
mile. Keeping near the top of the ridge that ex
tends northerly, The Long Trail reaches the new 
(1931) Laura Woodward Camp (2800 ft.) 1 1/ 3 
miles from Jay Peak. Here, there is a glimpse of 
Jay Peak to the south through the trees and at a 
a little distance west there is a view over the 
Black Falls Brook Valley. Laura Woodward 
Camp is built of logs, open front, stone fireplace, 
water, bunks for 6 or 8. Deuso Farm to Laura 
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Woodward Camp, 5% mi.; time, 5 to 6 hr., either 
way. Water is scarce along the trail north from 
here, for i_t is truly a skyline path all the way to 
Canada. 

From the Trail north of Laura Woodward 
Camp, Jay Peak looms 800 feet into the sky, only 
1 % miles to the south. In the next mile the 
Trail passes over three unnamed summits 3000 
ft., 3380 ft., and 3300 ft., respectively. North of 
the 3300 foot peak a side trail, now blazed but 
not cleared nor painted, leads straight ahead for 
% mi. to North Jay Mt. (3400 ft.) with good 
views north. 

The Long Trail turns squarely east at the junc
tion % mi. south of North Jay and drops steeply 
for 1h mi. where it bears north again. A half 
mile farther the trail crosses a small brook at an 
elevation of 2300 ft. This is the last water to be 
found on the trail before going down the western 
approach trail 2:% mi. ahead or down the eastern 
approach nearly 5 mi. a.way. The Trail then. 
climbs two 2400 foot peaks and then goes up 
"Burnt" Mt. (2570 ft.). This is a local name, not 
shown on the U.S. G. S. maps. "Burnt" Mt. has a 
bare rock lookout down Lucas Brook Valley to
ward the Sutton Mts. and Pinnacle in the west 
and northwest, North Jay southwest, and Jay 
Peak south. 

A mile north is the Clyde River Power Co. 
transmission line and the abandoned West Jay
Jay Highway (2200 ft.) which formerly connected 
the west part of Jay, in the upper Lucas Brook 
valley, with the main part of the township east 
of the mountains. Now there is r,o road crossing 
the ridge, so the inhabitants of the valley can 
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reach the rest of the town only by going through 
a foreign country, following up the Missisquoi 
where it makes a loop through Canada. This is a 
trip of some twenty miles, entering Canada at 
East Richford, passing through Glen Sutton, 
Dunkin, Highwater, and coming back into the 
United States at North Troy. At the abandoned 
highway, a blue painted approach trail goes down 
the old road to the west, reaching a camp site 
with good water about a half of a mile from the 
top of the ridge. One and a half miles farther 
down, this trail meets the automobile highway 
at the Nutting farm (1200 ft.) where there is a 
very good view of the ranges surrounding the 
Lucas Brook basin and of Pinnacle down the val
ley. The distance to East Richford and the state 
highway there (Route 105) is 4 mi. 

The East Richford road is interesting, for it is 
located on the Jay-Richford town line which is 
also the Orleans-Franklin county line. Approach
ing East Richford it runs close to the interna
tional Border, finally crossing it for % of a mile, 
and then returnin_g- to the United States. It 
passes one house which has a line monument in 
its front yard. The house is in Canada but the 
only approach to it is from the U. S. The ap
proach trail, past the Nutting farm, makes a 
good approach to The Long Trail from the west 
side of the State. Its junction with The Long 
Trail is about 2.14 miles south of the border. 

The Long Trail goes north from the old Jay
West Jay highway but soon turns east and climbs 
a 2670 foot unnamed peak at a distance of %, of 
a mile. Before reaching this summit, a short side 
trail leads to a fine lookout to the south and west. 
Jay Peak has a very striking outline from here, 
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high above the lower ridges in front. From the 
2670 foot summit, The Long Trail turns north
east and holds this direction for a quarter of a 
mile, rising and falling over several peaks whose 
height is about 2600 feet. These are covered with 
forest so that the views are only glimpses 
through the trees. Bearing left here, the trail 
proceeds almost due north for about a mile until 
it comes to Post No. 592 (2100 ft.) on the Inter
national Boundary. Post 592 is nearly on top of a 
small knoll from which the International Line, 
chopped out by the surveyors, can be seen as it 
descends to Post 592A where Leavitt Brook flows 
into Canada, 900 feet below and %, mile west. 
The line then rises to where Post 593 is placed on 
the crest of another range of hills 214 miles west 
of and 100 feet higher than Post 592. Toward 
the northwest there is a vista of the Missisquoi 
valley and the Sutton Mts. in Canada. Through 
the trees, directly north, and half a mile away 
there is the bare rock face of an unnamed Cana
dian peak, 2200 feet in altitude, while eastward 
is the slash of the chopped out International 
Boundary. 

Jay Peak to Line Post 592, 8%, mi.; time, 9 hr., 
either way. Laura Woodward Camp to Line Post 
592, 7% mi.; time, 8 hr., either way. 

Post 592 is the end of The Long Trail which 
was finally completed in 1931, the year of the 
21st birthday of the Green Mountain Club. 

From Post 592, an approach trail, painted blue, 
goes to the east. It follows the United States
Canadian line for nearly 1h mi., part of the way 
in the woods just south of the surveyor's slash 
and the rest of the way along the line. At Post 
591 (1800 ft.), the trail turns to the right and in 
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an ighth of a mile reaches an abandoned house 
on the old Place farm where some shelter can be 
obtained. It then goes down the old road that 
formerly connected this farm with the outside 
world. An eighth of a mile below the house, the 
road crosses a brook and turns almost due east. 
Half a mile farther, another abandoned house is 
passed on the left where the road and the trail 
turn sharply to the south. As the trail comes 
down to this turn there is a splendid view of Ele
phantis (or Sugar Loaf), Owl's Head and Bear 
Mountain, in Canada. In % of a mile the road 
becomes passable for automobiles. The North 
Jay Schoolhouse is ~ of a mile beyond on the 
left and then in less than another quarter of a 
mile there is a junction with a better highway 
extending north and south. Here a sign on the 
fence indicates the distance to the end of The 
Long Trail and states that it is 2¥.i mi. to North 
Troy. North Troy is reached by going north from 
this junction and taking the first turn to the 
right. Jay Village is 3 mi. down the road south 
from the junction. Line Post 592 to Highway, 21h 
mi.; time, 2 hr., either way. 

Care in the Open Places 

When coming out of the woods into the open, 
before proceeding, take due care of the direction 
of the trail and where it enters the woods beyond, 
and as well the point where it came out. This 
may prevent a great deal of confusion and delay 
and uncertainty. 
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Tillotson Camp to 

Canadian Border 

International Boundary, Line Post 592. 
North end of The Long Trail. Approach 
trail 2Y, mi. east to N. Jay school, 3 mi. 
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by auto from No. Troy ................. 2100 258.6 0.0 

Old Highway. Abandoned. From E. Rich
ford to Jay Junction with approach trail 
from Nutting Farm at west. 2 mi. from 
Nutting Farm .. . .................. . .... 2200 256.3 2.3 

North Jay Mt. On side trail % mi. from N. 
J ay Junction ......... ... ............... 3400 

North Jay Trail Junction ....... • .... . .... 3300 252.3 6.3 

Laura Woodward Camp. (1931) ........... 2800251.1 7.5 

Jay Peak, 1/ 6 mi. off Long Trail. Old Trail 
and New Trail both leave to connect below 
summit, continuing thence to end of auto 
road toward Jay and N. Troy ... .. •... .. 3861 

Jay Peak-Long Trail Junction ... .. .. ... ... 3800 249.8 8.8 

Deuso Farm, 4%, mi. to Montgomery Center. 
Mail, meals and lodging ................ 1560 245. 8 12. 8 

Hazen's Notch. Side trail lA, mi. to summit 
of Sugar Loaf ; 6 mi. to Lowell ; 6 mi. to 
Montgomery Center . . ....... ........... 1780 241. 3 17 . 3 

Fred H. Tucker Camp .................... 2000 241.1 17. 5 

Haystack Mt. ............................. 3223 239.6 19.0 

Tillotson Peak ............................ 3040 237 .7 20.9 

Tillotson Camp ....... ..... .. . .... .. ...... 2600 237. 3 21. 3 
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Tillotson Camp to Canadian Border 

SCALE OF MI LES 
..-.:J LONG TRAIL 
----- SID£ TRAILS 
- M.AIN HICiHWAY.5 = SccoHOARY RoAD$..-

• CLOSED .SHE.I.TEA$ ~ 
~ OPtN SHlLTER& ': 
0 BoARD ctloocr1H6' ..,j 




