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A Summer of Long Trail Protection 
Three Long Trail Tracts Protected 

~
g-awaited conservation eff on 

rotecting Long Trail land and a 
popular section of the Catamount 
Trail, Vennont's end-to-end ski 

trail, means that Vermont's hikers and 
backcountry skiers can enjoy their sport on 
permanently protected land. After five years of 
intense discussions and negotiations, the Green 
Mountain Club purchased 5 77 acres from 
Bolton Valley Ski Resort. This pristine mountain 
land includes the summit of Bolton Mountain 
(3,725 ft.), the second-highest undeveloped 
peak in private ownership in Vermont, and the 
east side and near the summit of Ricker 
Mountain (3,400 ft.). It includes 
one-half mile of the Long 

Dramatic ledges on 
recently protected 
Long Trail land 
in Bolton. 

Trail and one mile of the Bolton-to-Trapps sec
tion of the Catamount Trail, a portion of trail 
popular for its backwoods character, fine views, 
and excellent telemarking terrain. The land is 
also a critical link in the planned Winooski Val
ley Long Trail relocation. One and one-half miles 
of the LT will be relocated onto this land once 
protection of parcels necessary for the 
relocation is completed. The 
relocation will 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Montana May Be Majestic hut 
Vermont Is, Well, Vermont 

en you read this it will definitely 
cooler than it is now as I write in 

dsummer. There is a cenain 
absurdity to making phone calls to borrow 
snowshoes for a trip to Montana while a fan 
blows on my dripping face. If there is truth to 
the saying that "real Vem1omers don't fly south 
for the winter," does it follow that real 
Vermonters do fly north for the summer? 

I doubt if I meet any definition of a real 
Vermonter anyway. The reason I visited 
Momana is that they still have glaciers; the last 
glacier left Vennom before I was old enough to 
appreciate it. Nevertheless, a scarcity of glaciers 
is not sufficient cause for me to consider a 
permanent relocation. Vermont has something 
entirely too precious co cake lightly any 
decision to leave. We are blessed with near
instant access to some of the finest outdoor 
recreational opportunities anywhere. While 
words like "majestic" and "breathtaking" might 
be better reserved for describing the limitless 
expanses of western wilderness than Vermont's 
rolling hills, the presence of hiking trails at our 
back door makes me prefer a steady diet of 
Vermont's accessible beauty over occasional 
banquets of Montana's isolated majesty. 

Although Vermont's dispersed settlement 
patterns make it the most rural state in the 
Union, eighty million people live within a day's 
drive of Vermont. Threading a backcountry 
hiking experience among this dispersed popu
lation often creates a difficult challenge. The 
challenge is compounded with the impact of 
people anxious to escape their urban environ
ment to share in that backcountry experience. 

One of the most complex examples of that 
challenge is the interface between hiking trail 
and ski area development. Ski area goals of 
providing social and mechanical amenities in a 
remote, subalpine environment can often 
conflict with efforts to maintain the ideal of a 
"footpath in the wilderness." In the minds of 

many forest travelers the two objectives simply 
don't mix well. That challenge and the skepti
cism with which some people view trail 
protection efforts near ski areas make a solu
tion like the Bolton Valley Ski Area land sale 
(see cover story) all the more satisfying. 

The acquisition of 577 acres from the 
Bolton Valley Corporation represents some
thing more than "just" Long Trail protection. 
It's even more than natural resource protec
tion. Yes, we are securing one and one-half 
miles of trail corridor that is critical to the 
Winooski Valley trail relocation route. Along 
with the summit of Bolton Mountain, we're 
safeguarding habitat for two rare plant species 
and an undisturbedsubalpine spruce-fir forest. 
We're also helping the Catamount Trail Asso
ciation by providing a secure corridor for a 
section of the Catamount Trail. 

These conservation gains alone should 
make the years of delicate negotiations with 
the Deslauriers, owners ofBolton Valley 
Corporation, worth it from the Club's perspec
tive. Yet, there is another benefit that makes 
the success even sweeter: we're helping Bolton 
Valley Corporation regain financial vitality in 
its reorganization plan to avoid bankruptcy. 
The Deslauriers have been great neighbors to 
the Long Trail since founding Bolton Valley in 
the sixties. They care deeply about Vennont, 
about hiking, and about being vibrant mem
bers of the community. For the GMC to be able 
to shed the "anti-ski area" role in which we are, 
on occasion, unfairly cast is indeed gratifying. 
If this transaction plays some small part in 
preserving the tradition of responsible ski area 
operation, then this is a conservation success 
story of which we're proud to be a part. 

As for Montana, well, it was a fun uip, but 
I'm glad to be back. After all, it's a major 
undertaking to get to Montana, but Bolton's 
right out my back door. 

- Paul Hannan 

MAURY K. KosT, CFP 
AMERICAN EXPRESS FINANCIAL ADVISORS 

FINANCIAL PLANNING • INVESTMENTS 

22 CHURCH STREET• BURLINGTON, VERMONT 05401 • (802) 862-4252 
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NOTICES & REMINDERS 

Keeping Track©: Animal 
Tracking Workshop 
Saturday, February 10, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

Come learn about wildlife track and sign 
identification! Susan Morse, well-known wildlife 
tracker and habitat specialist, will be teaching a 
one day workshop in animal tracking at Wolfrun 
in Jericho. Bring a bag lunch and snowshoes. If 
you need snowshoes, they can be rented from 
Wolfrun at $5 per pair (on a first-come, first
served basis). Carpooling from the Richmond 
park and ride is encouraged because parking at 
Wolf run is limited. Fee: $20 per person. Limit of 
fifteen. To preregister, call Karen Sharpwolf at 
the GMC at (802) 244-7037. 

Bob Northrop Hikes Again! 
Next summer, GMC board member Bob 

Northrop will celebrate his seventy-fifth birthday 
by hiking the Long Trail for the fifth time! As part 
of his journey, Bob will be seeking sponsors for 
his hike to raise funds for the Long Trail Protec
tion Campaign. Watch upcoming issues of The 
Long Trail News for reports on his.plans and invi
tations to members and friends to support his 
quest. 

---

Volunteers Needed to 
Help with Taylor Series 

Volunteers are needed to help with the fourth 
annual Taylor Series (see schedule on page 7). 
We need people to open and close the Hiker 
Center the nights of the shows, hang posters, and 
send out press notices. We would also like to find 
someone to be snowshoe festival coordinator and 
people to lead snowshoe treks. Call Karen at 
(802) 244-7037. 

Nominations for 
General Directors 

Nominations are being sought for general 
directors for 1996. Nominees must be voting 
members of the GMC. Send letters of nomination 
to Connie Plunkett do GMC, R.R. 1 Box 650, 
Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677. 

Trip Leader Guidelines 
A new committee is developing guidelines for 

leaders of Club-sponsored outings. Anyone who 
is interested in the topic or would like to contrib
ute to the discussion may contact Reidun D. 
Nuquist, 29 Bailey Avenue, Montpelier, Vermont 
05602; (802) 223-3550. 

_._ 
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GMC Membership Benefits 
Remember that being a GMCer has some nice 

benefits. In addition to knowing you are 
supporting hiking opportunities in Vermont, 
card-carrying GMCers receive: 
• 20% discount on GMC publications 

(see pages 18-20), 
• 15% discount on other books and merchan

dise carried in the GMC Hiker Center, 
• discount at some GMC shelters, 
• 50% off full-day and half-day passes at Bolton 

Valley Nordic Center, 
• 50% off regular rates at the Green Mountain 

Inn in Stowe (in the main building and annex 
only, based on availability), except for holi
days and during fall foliage. A 10% discount 
applies during times when they cannot honor 
the 50% discount. Call (800) 445-6629. 

• 20% off standard rates (except special 
seasons) at Waterbury's Stagecoach Inn. Call 
ahead at (802) 244-5056 or (800) 262-2206. 

• EMS Club Day (twice a year): 20% off 
anything in the store. 

4' :::z : 
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LONG 
TRAIL 
GUIDE 

~ ·-== 

All new 24th edition 
Order your copy now 

Seepage 18 
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Blazing Standards May Mean 
Trailblazing for Hikers 

LETTERS ~-?§ 

Trail maintainers should use great caution in 
implementing the new blazing standard of the 
Trails and Shelters Committee. It allows blazes 
on "clearly defined tr~ils" to be as much as five 
minutes walk apart, thus as few as six blazes per 
mile assuming one hikes two miles per hour. It 
generally requires such infrequent blazing in 
federal wilderness areas. 

This standard is fine-if the 
hiker is experienced and attentive. 
Many LT users are neither, how
ever. What may be a perfectly 
clear footway to a seasoned hiker 
can be confusing to the novice. 
Moreover, the new standard can 
be a hardship for even the experi
enced hiker. Some of us like to 
lose ourselves in contemplating 
nature, or in a conversation with a 
hiking partner, rather than con
stantly keeping an eye out for the 
proposed one blaze in every five 
minutes that would reassure us we 
were still on the trail and not on a woodroad 
from which the trail had diverged. (Perhaps, to 
make matters worse, someone stole the arrow 
that marked the junction.) It used to be that, if 
we were in any doubt that we were still on the 
trail, we could just look for a blaze. If none ap
peared very soon, we would retrace our steps to 
the last one. Now, however, the last one may be 
as much as one-sixth mile back. 

The new standard also unrealistically assumes 
that trail maintainers respond instantly to major 
blowdowns, but we don't always. In the mean
time, consider what happens when a tall tree falls 
lengthwise along the trail, obscuring many feet of 
path with branches and foliage. I know from 
looking at the "herd paths" hikers make as they 
wander around looking for the trail that some of 
them have considerable trouble finding it again. 
The new standard will, on the average, provide 
no blazing at all at the blowdown, and not only 
novice hikers will curse the GMC as they tramp 
around looking for the unmarked trail. 

Finally, the new standard makes no allow
ance for snow or leaves obscuring the path. To be 
sure, I don't advocate marking the trail so that, 
even in winter, one can always see the next blaze. 
To do that, we would have to allow for snow 
drifting against our summer blazes. We would 
often have to blaze so high that we could blaze 
only when we had a foot or two of snow to stand 
on. But I do advocate giving the winter hiker a 
decent chance at following the trail. Even now, 
for the experienced hiker who has become famil
iar with a trail in the summer, following it in 

winter is often difficult because the footway is 
buried and snow hides many blazes. Imagine 
what happens when there are only six blazes per 
mile to begin with, and several of them are hid
den by snow. 

In the Coop.er Lodge register, I recently read 
an entry from an Appalachian Trail end-to-ender 
who signed himself"Trudger": "I would like to 
say to the GMC how nice it is to be back on 

blazed trails after New Hamp
shire." Let's keep it that way. 

- Herbert G. Ogden, Jr., 
Rutland, Vermont 

Editor responds: The stan
dards to which Mr. Ogden refers 
state that, "Trail routes should be 
clearly defined so they can be 
easily followed by hikers in the 
non-winter seasons. Trail blazing 
is an important part of this 
definition, but is no substitute for 
proper trail clearing, which 
assures the route is easy to fallow. 
Overblazing mars the primitive 

character of the Long Trail System. It is important to 
balance the desire to reassure hikers that they are on 
the trail with the goal of preserving the trail's 
character .... No more than one blaze should be visible 
from any point. It is not necessary to see the next 
blaze where the trail is clearly defined and easily f al
lowed. In such instances, blazes may be placed up to 
five minutes hiking time apart (six blazes per mile)." 
The GMC would like to hear what members think 
about these standards. 

Trail Conditions Excellent! 
In the fall of 1993 I walked the AT from 

Hanover to Williamstown and in doing so, 
walked the southern hundred miles of the LT. 
This fall [1994] I went back to Vermont in late 
August and walked from journey's End to the 
Inn at Long Trail, piecing the trail together for 
me. l cannot even begin to tell you how fantastic 
these two trips were. I have hiked most of the AT 
nonh of the Delaware Water Gap, and nowhere 
on the AT have I seen as great trail conditions as 
on the LT. The stretch from Appalachian Gap to 
Lincoln Gap was truly incredible, probably some 
of the best trail work I have ever seen. The shel
ters on the nonhem section of the LT were also 
great. From the worn-in look of Hazen's and 
Ritterbush to the incredible new structure that is 
Roundtop, they were all a treat to stay in! 

Well, thanks a lot for taking care of such a 
great trail. 

- Tim "Splatteifoot" Coultas, 
Sommerville, Massachusetts, LT '93-'94 

Some Groups Are Too Large 
In response to a recent lener to The Long Trail 

News, 1 am writing to support some kind of 
restriction of group size on the LT. Last August, 
myself and a friend embarked on what we 
thought would be a few days hike in the wilder
ness. You can imagine our surprise (and 
consternation) when we anived after a long day's 
hike at Birch Glen Camp only to find a group of 
fifteen students on a college "orientation" hike 
before embarking on their academic careers at an 
unnamed prestigious school in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. It was their last night on the trail, 
and I don't need to elucidate to anyone on their 
celebratory evening. Though they tried to be 
courteous, the sheer size of the group inspired a 
raucousness that I have not encountered 
anywhere on any trail I've hiked. Needless to say, 
the sounds of the wild did not come from the 
non-primates that night. 

Moreover, the Guidebook of the Long Trail says 
the shelter can accommodate twelve people on 
bunks, so naturally my friend and I, as well as a 
pair of men not associated with the students were 
squeezed into a space less than half of what was 
meant for us. After a hard day's hike, I choose not 
to have a stranger breathing into my face 
(especially with alcohol breath). 

Somehow, word should go out hencefonh 
that groups larger than four to six people are not 
permitted on the LT, that the shelter accommo
dations are strictly enforced, and that the trail is 
better served with a few people and that camp
grounds are more fitting arenas for larger groups. 

Editor responds: The 
GMC and many hikers 
throughout the Northeast 
share your concerns 
about group use. How
ever, the GMC also 

- Marcia A. Gazoorian, 
Worcester, Massachusetts 

recognizes that backpacking and hiking are an im
portant part of camp and school programs, exposing 
children (and adults) to the out-of-doors, instilling in 
them an appreciation for the natural world, and 
hopefully teaching them how to be responsible trail 
users. The GM C has been increasing its contact with 
many of the colleges, universities, camps, and school 
groups who use the Long Trail in their programs in 
an attempt to both limit the impact the groups have 
on fellow hikers and the trail, and to improve the 
participants' experiences. This fall and last the Club 
and the unamed prestigious school mentioned above 
made trail maintenance a part of the orientation, a 
program the GMC hopes to expand to the variety of 
groups that hike on the Long Trail. Please see the 
article about group use on page 11. 
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Letters, contd. from previous page 

Great Maintenance, 
What About Water? 

Having returned from a wonderful trip on 
the Long Trail from Smugglers' Notch to 
Jonesville between June 28 and 30, I want to 
say again, as I have often before, what great 
work the GMC does in trail maintenance. And 
the caretakers are great, too! 

Enclosed is a copy of an entry in the Butler 
Lodge journal, dated 25 June 1995, written by 
G.C.H., a thru-hiker from Montreal. I thought 
it was worth sharing. 

"Given the lack of water in so many places 
along the Trail, I'd like to make a suggestion. It 
might have saved us a lot of distress, and per
haps someone their life! Please put up notices 
at the trailheads about the limited water sup
plies, and be specific. Let the hikers know in 
advance where there is water and where there 
is not. If we had not found that lovely spring 
water coming from the rocks at Buchanan, we 
would have been in deep trouble. Already one 
of our group had severe leg cramps from de
hydration, and the weather was neither hot 
nor humid." 

We visited your GMC center on the way 
home, and that too was a treat. Keep up the 
good work! 

- David C. Williams, 
Dunstable, Massachusetts 

Editor responds: The GMC office mahes every 
attempt to be aware of water availability along the 
Trail. The GMC does attempt to heep abreast of 
the situation through its caretakers and volun
teers. It must be remembered that water 
availability can change fairly quickly, even over
night, making it difficult to keep signs at trailheads 
up-to-date. Be aware of the water situation in the 
region you are visiting. Vermont and most of the 
Northeast suffered quite a drought this summer, a 
good indicator that most water sources along the 
Long Trail, especially those on high ridges such as 
Mount Mans.field, will be dry. Those water sources 
prone to shortage are indicated in the Guidebook 
of the Long Trail. Always carry water, and refill 
and rehydrate every chance you get. Since GMC 
staff may have the most recent water reports, a 
phone call to the GMC office may be a good idea. 

CLASSIFIED 

OUTDOOR LEADERS-Minimum age 21, needed to 
manage 4-5 week high school work crews during sum
mer on conservation projects nationwide. Proven youth 
leadership, camping experience and Wilderness First Aid 
certification required. Trail construction and environmen
tal education experience desirable. Training provided. 
Salary. For application write: SCNHSP, PO Box 550, 
Charlestown, NH 03603. 
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National Trails Day '95 
Governor Dean Challenges Nations Govs 

to Day of Trail Work 

The third annual National Trails Day 
(NTD) celebrated volunteers on the 
trail, with a goal of enlisting "One 

Million Volunteers for Trails." The Green 
Mountain Club joined in the celebration by 
organizing hikes and work outings, and by 
acting as coordinator for Vermont's NTD 
events. Trails Day also coincided with the 
GMC Annual Meeting, hosted by the 
Bennington Section. 

One of the most exciting events of National 
Trails Day '95 was the challenge posed by 
Vermont Governor Howard Dean. Governor 
Dean, a strong supporter of the Long Trail and 
chair of the National Governors' Association in 
1995; challenged the nation's governors to 
spend a day working on a trail as part of 
National Trails Day. Governor Dean and seven 
members of his staff did just that on August 28. 
The crew worked with members of the GMC 
Long Trail Patrol on the Long Trail to Sterling 
Pond. Great job, Gov. and staff! 

In addition to hikes at Annual Meeting, 
some highlights ofTrails Day were: 
• a hike on the Appalachian Trail in the Nor

wich-Hartford area, sponsored by the AT 
Conference and Upper Valley Land Trust, 

• a daylong event at Mount Equinox, includ
ing hikes and educational presentations, 
cosponsored by the Equinox Preservation 
Trust, Vermont Institute of Natural Science, 
Manchester Parks and Recreation, and 
Green Mountain Adventures, 

• a work party hosted by Eastern Mountain 
Sports and the GMC, with additional 
support from Teva and Tubbs Snowshoes, 

• a hike on the Homer Stone Brook Trail with 
the GMC and the U.S. Forest Service, 

Governor Dean and 
his staff volunteered 
on the Long Trail as 
part of National 
Trails Day. Left to 
right is Ray Walker, 
Chris Reinfurt, 
Governor Howard 
Dean, Tasha 
W a11ace, Secretary of 
the Agency of Natural 
Resources Barbara 
Ripley, John Taylor, 
Mollie Dugan, and 
Jackie Smith. 

• the dedication of North Branch River Park 
in Montpelier. 

Vermont's trails groups have certainly met 
the goal of promoting partnerships between 
trail users! 

As part of the "One Million Volunteers for 
Trails" effort, the GMC registered our trail and 
office volunteers, who were then entered in a 
sweepstakes. We're pleased to say that our very 
dedicated headquarters volunteer Pirk 
Pirkanen was the winner of a water filter from 
Sweetwater, which he then donated back to 
the Club for use by the field staff. 

In addition, as part of the National Trails 
Day celebration, Smith Edwards was chosen 
by the folks at Vibram as Vermont's "Vibram 
Volunteer of the Year." Smith has taken the 
lead in trails projects, from the planning stages 
to the dedication of a new shelter. He has 
extensive knowledge of the Long Trail, the 
result of spending a lifetime hiking the woods 
of northern Vermont as well as three end-to
end journeys. He has spent more time in 
meetings than he cares to admit, and insists 
that for every hour spent in a meeting we 
should spend two hours on the trail. He has 
shuttled end-to-end hikers, toured local 
trailheads with new office staff, shown slide 
shows of his many adventures, and answered 
hiker inquiries. Countless times the GMC staff 
has said, "Ask Smith, he'll know." Smith's 
positive outlook and true interest in all aspects 
of the Club's activities make us proud to claim 
him as a GMC volunteer. 

The GMC is fortunate to have so many 
devoted volunteers. We appreciate all that you 
do for the Club and for the Long Trail. Thank 
you! 
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Used Outdoor Equipment Sale 
Is a Definite Winner 

On Saturday.June 17 the GMC held its 
first annual used outdoor recreation 
equipment sale, raising over $4,200 

for the Headquarters Fund. Over five hundred 
people dropped by the GMC's headquarters 
searching for bargains. Tents and backpacks 
were the hottest items, followed by mountain 
bikes, hiking boots, skis and camping equip
ment. Due to the sale's success and the public 
support the Club plans to make the outdoor 
gear sale an annual event. 

Kudos to the membership table for enroll
ing twenty-seven new GMCers! The Central 
Vermont Audubon Council held a bake sale 
raising over $100 for their programs. Many 
thanks to the dozens of volunteers who 
worked many hours on the outdoor gear sale. 
Thank you also to those who donated or sold 
equipment at the sale. Generous sponsors of 

More than five hundred people flocked 
to the Green Mountain Club 

headquarters for the first annual GMC 
outdoor recreation equipment sale. 

the sale included Merrell Footwear, Karhu, Umiak 
Outdoor Outfitters, Vermont Voyageur, Patagonia, 
EMS, Onion River Sports, Waterbury Elementary 
School, Vermont Tent, and Green Mountain Coffee 
Roasters. 

Unsold equipment is currently on sale at Power 
Play Sports in Morrisville. See you next year! 

An "Ever Green" Tree 

The value of some things lies in their 
beauty. Gold is one example. Another 
is the balsam fir, which contributeS 

much of the beauty to the high-elevation 
forests of the Long Trail. 

The best field mark of the fir is its needles. 
They are flat, soft, and dark green on top. Un
derneath, the needles are almost white with a 
green midline. They smell wonderful. The fir is 
the tree that gives the high country its fresh 
and piney fragrance. Balsam pillows are sold in 
gift stores and anyone can bring the aroma of 
the north woods back home with one of these 
pillows. 

The fir can grow to a height of about fifty to 
sixty feet. It is precocious, and starts forming 
cones at the tender age of fifteen years. The 
cones don't dangle down from twigs, but stand 
upright above the branch. In Vermont, only 
the balsam fir has cones that grow upwards 
from the branch, making this an excellent 
defining feature. 

Firs love moisture. Rain gives them plenty 
of water to make their resinous sap. The 
blisters that form on the smooth bark contain 

this sap and can be squeezed until they pop. 
The sap has that wonderful balsam fir smell. 
(Normally, I would warn people not to do this 
more than once since the tree needs its sap
filled blisters, but I don't believe anyone would 
want to pop more than one blister; the sap is 
very sticky and hard to clean off.) 

Snow doesn't cause any problem for the 
tree either. Its branches shed the snow readily. 
In the spring the snow just becomes another 
source of water. Snow and balsam firs make 
the perfect winter scene. Even for those who 
dislike winter, something about snow and firs 
seems right. 

Fire is the tree's greatest enemy. The tree 
has no resistance to even a mild fire; it becomes 
a torch in a forest fire. Some ecologists specu
late that the tree grows only in areas that rarely 
have forest fires. That describes Vermont very 
accurately. Almost all of our forest fires are 
caused by people rather than natural forces 
such as lightning. 

Vermont occupies the southern fringe of 
the balsam fir 's range. Canada is the tree's real 
homeland. Because it needs a lot of moisture, 
the well-watered provinces of Ontario, 
Quebec, Newfoundland, and Nova Scotia are 
the core of the fir's natural range. In the United 
States, mountainous areas of Maine, Vermont, 
and New Hampshire are the best places to see 
and smell the balsam fir. 

There is an exception to this rule. The fir is 
one of the few trees that migrates. While the 
exact route may vary, the destination never 
changes. The tree doesn't rest until it finds a 
place where it can spread its boughs over col
orfully wrapped gifts. As long as it gets plenty 
of water, the fir is happy in its new home. 

-Joe Bahr 
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r-------------------------------------------------------------------, 
JAMES P. TAYLOR WINTER SERIES 

Join us in a celebration of outdoor recreation 
at the founh annualjames P. Taylor Winter 
Series. Unless otherwise no1ed, events will 
be held in the Gamero ff Riker Center al 1he 

GMC headquarters. GMCers may buy a season's 
pass for $24 and receive one event free! Seating is 
limited. Advance reservations are recommended. 
Admission is $3 for members and $4 for non
members, unless otherwise noted. To reserve 
seats or purchase a season's pass contact the 
GMC at Route 100, R.R. 1, Box 650, Waterbury 
Center, Vermont 05677; (802) 244-7037. 

Keeping Track©: 
Carnivores' Secret Lives 

1 Friday, December 8, 7:00 P.M. 

join well-known wildlife tracker and habitat 
specialist Sue Morse for an exciting slide presen
tation on the ecology and habitat needs of many 
elusive carnivores, including black bear, cougar, 
wolf, wolverine, river otter, bobcat, fisher, and 
lynx. Susan will share her stunning wildlife 
photos and provide tips on tracking these carni
vores. Learn how to join Keeping Track©, a 
Vermont based non-profit organization devoted 
to establishing carnivore monitoring programs 
throughout Vermont. join the fun of tracking in 
your community! 

Trekking through Nepal: 
An Inspirational Story 
Friday, December 15, 7:00 P.M. 

In an inspirational slide show, Mary Jane Dexter 
will take you trekking though the mountains of 
Nepal. join us for an evening filled with slides of 
beautiful scenery and stories from the trail (and 
perhaps even some Nepalese food). 

The Magic of Ecuador 
Friday, January 5, 7:00 P.M. 

Frank Gibney and Greg Glade will take you on a 
journey through the mountains, rivers, and 
jungles of Ecuador in his exciting multi-media 
program. Their group combined adventure with 
high-altitude medical research and outreach to 
indigenous peoples. 

Washington's Grand Cascades: 
Mt. Rainier and Mt. Baker 

Celebrating Outdoor Recreation 

( 14, 410 ft.). His breathtaking slides feature 
bottomless crevasses, glacier covered volcanic 
peaks, rock slides and miles of views! 

Siberian Tigers 
Friday, February 2, 7:00 P.M. 

Will Curtis, commentator on National Public 
Radio's "The Nature ofThings," and his wife Jane 
recently returned from an exciting adventure i.n 
Russia's Far East. Come hear their stories and see 
their slides of the Amur Leopard and the Siberian 
Tiger, animals which are in danger of extinction. 

Tuckerman Ravine 
Through the Years 
Friday, February 16, 7:00 P.M. 

Erling Omland, author of Hill Echoes, describes 
himself as a "skier and mountain addict." He was 
first drawn to Tuckerman Ravine in 1939, and 
has made a pilgrimage every year since. join him 
for an wonderful evening of stories and slides 
from 1939 to the present. 

Fourth Annual 
Snowshoe Festival 
Saturday, February 24, 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M. $3 member, $5 non-member. Kids 
under twelve are free. 
join us for a day of fun on snowshoes. This 
year's snowshoe festival features a slide show 
and talk, trips for all abilities, a hundred-yard 
dash for kids, and a SK race for adults. Tubbs 
Snowshoe Co. provides snowshoes (bring 
your own if you have them). Also bring a bag 
lunch, ski poles, and warm clothing. The 

Friday, January 19, 7:00 P.M. Snowshoe Festival is fun for the entire family! 
Share the experience of Gregory Glade and a Would you like to be involved in this 

: small group of Vermont mountaineers on climbs festival? Call Karen at the GMC office at 
1 of Mount Baker (10,781 ft.) and Mount Rainier (802) 244-7037. 

Backcountry Skiing in the Alps 
Friday, March 81 7:00 P.M. 
Norwich Town Hall, Norwich, Vermont 

Get ready for spring skiing! Dr. Dudley 
Weider spent eight fantastic days backcountry 
skiing from Chamonix, France to the 
Matterhorn. Come see his spectacular slides and 
video of the European high country. Cospon
sored by the Ottauquechee Section of the GMC. 

Among the Clouds 
Arctic Flora and Mountain Weather 
of the Presidential Range 
Friday, March 22, 7:00 P.M. 

Rolf Anderson and Debbie Benjamin will present 
a slide show and lecture depicting the severe 
weather for which the White Mountains are 
famous and the arctic flora which have adapted 
to the extreme conditions of cold and wind. Rolf 
and Debbie will share their images from back
packing and botanizing in the Whites as well as 
stunning shots of weather phenomena from the 
Mount Washington Observatory slide collection. 

The Taylor Winter Series is sponsored in part by 
Top of the World Books, The Explorers' Network, 
Grunberg Haus Bed and Breahf ast, the Village at 
Smugglers' Notch, Umiak Outdoor Outfitters, Shi 
Rach, and Tubbs Snowshoe Co. 

Volunteers Needed 
We need people to help with these events, espe
cially the Snowshoe Festival! If you would like 
to help set up, open and close, do publicity, or 
lead a snowshoe trip, call Karen at the GMC 
office at (802) 244-7037. 

I 

I I 

~-------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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What I)'pe of GMC Member Are You? 

You may be the dedicated type or the 
type that says, "1 only get out hiking 
once a month." We need you all but 

what we really want to know is if you are con
tent with the type of membership you have. 

Are you aware that the Green Mountain 
Club has two kinds of membership: at-large 
and section? Do you think you are in a sec
tion but never receive section mailings? Did 
you think you would be assigned to a section? 
Are you in a section but would rather be 
at-large? Unlike other organizations, we don't 
assign members to a section, we let them 
choose. The Membership Committee wants 
to make sure you are in the right kind of 
membership for you! 

Both at-large and section members are 
voting members of the Green Mountain Club, 
support the Club with their dues , receive the 
quarterly Long Trail News, take part in club
wide programs, volunteer on committees, 
and do trail maintenance. 

Do You Know? 
The thirteen local GMC chapters have tra

ditionally been called "sections" because each 
group maintains a section of the Long Trail. 
GMCers who belong to a section are interested 
in meeting other members of the Club, 
enjoying local outings, or working with other 
section members on trail maintenance. They 
receive outing schedules and newsletters from 
the section they join. Most sections have a 
year-round program of outings and social 
events. Each section is a little different, 
depending on its geographical location and the 
make-up of its members. You can find out 
more about a section by taking a look at the 
section profiles on page 9 or by contacting the 
section membership contact. 

At-large members support the goals of the 
Club but are not interested in joining a local 
group. At-large members can still participate in 
trail maintenance and management through 
club-wide programs such as the Trail and Shel
ter Adopter program, serving on committees, 
or joining the Volunteer Long Trail Patrol. 

Membership Mysteries Solved 
g. Why did I receive a renewal notice 
after I renewed? 

A. Most likely, our letters crossed in the 
mail. Give us a call to make sure we did 
receive your renewal because if there is some 
other problem, we might inadvertently 
drop you. 

Another possibility is that you responded 
to a gift solicitation thinking it was a 
renewal. Be sure to look at the response 
form. It is always clearly marked as a 
renewal or a solicitation. 

Q. Why did I get a renewal notice? I joined just 
six months ago. 

A. Because the GMC keeps its membership 
calendars by fiscal year rather than a rolling 
membership year, some members who join 
halfway through the year receive a renewal 
notice within six months. For example, the 
at-large membership year is May 1 through 
April 30. A person who joins at any time 
before November 1 will receive a renewal 
notice the following May. Although the first 

membership year is shorter, every year af
ter that the member will renew in May. 
Both sections and at-large renewals follow 
this type of schedule although the actual 
membership years may vary. The Mem
bership Committee is looking at ways to 
implement a rolling membership year to 
resolve this problem. 

Q. What is the difference between section 
and at-large membership? 

A. The article above explains the 
difference between section and at-large 
membership. 

Q. I am a member. Why did I receive 
an invitation to join the GMC? 

A. We purchase or exchange lists with 
other like-minded organizations once and 
sometimes twice a year. Our membership 
list is checked against other lists to remove 
our members' names. Occasionally, one of 
our members names slips by. Please accept 
our apology and to reduce your trash flow, 
pass the application on to a friend. 

When you pay dues as a section member a 
portion of your dues is used by the section to 
support local activities and newsletters. 
A portion is also used by the GMC to pay for 
club-wide programs for the management, main
tenance, and protection of the Long Trail, GMC 
educational programs, and the publication of 
The Long Trail News. The entire amount of 
at-large dues (except that used for the LIN) is 
used to support Long Trail programs and hiker 
education. 

Are you satisfied with your current member
ship category? As an at-large member, have you 
been looking for the companionship of fellow 
hikers and trail blazers? As a section member, 
do you toss your section newsletter in the 
recycling basket? 

If you would like to switch your current 
membership category, send in the form on page 
9. If you aren't sure what type of member you 
are, contact us so you can get into the proper 
membership category. 

Q. Why do you exchange membership lists? 
It creates waste and adds to the junk mail 
we all receive. 

A. Yes, direct mail does add to the waste 
stream (unless you recycle it), however, direct 
mail remains the most effective way for the 
GMC to acquire new members. We are very 
selective about the groups with whom we 
exchange our lists. These swaps are for a 
one-time use only. The Club never sells or 
swaps its members names with catalogues. 
All GMC mailings are printed on recycled 
paper and are completely recyclable. 

Q. How can I remove my name from this 
exchange loop and sti11 be a GMC member? 

A. just let us know. We can easily remove 
your name from exchanges. The GMC does 
need a good base of names to make it attrac
tive for list exchanges. Keep in mind that this 
is a total exclusion. If another GMC section 
wants to send you an invitation to a hike or a 
newsletter, you will be excluded. 
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GMC MEMBERSHIP AT A GIANCE 

GMC MEMBERSHIP 

Total Members: 6,162 
At-large: 3,960 
Section: 2,202 

BENNINGTON 

Membership: 100 
Newsletter: The Stepping Stone 
Outings: weekends and mid-week 
Trail Maintenance: Harmon Hill to 

Glastenbury Mountain 
Membership Contact: jean 

Eisenhart, R.R. 1 Sandgate, 
Arlington, Vermont 05250; 
(802) 375-2286 

BRATI'LEBORO 

Membership: 107 
Newsletter: outing schedule 
Outings: several each month 
Trail Maintenance: Winhall River 

to Vt. 11/30 
Membership Contact: Hans Weltz, 

North Ridge Road, Box 5, Bellows 
Falls, Vermont05101; 
(802) 463-4724 

BREAD LOAF 

Location: Middlebury area 
Membership: 150 
Newsletter: outing schedule 
Outings: one per weekend 
Trail Maintenance: Sucker Brook 

Shelter to Emily Proctor Shelter 
Membership Contact: Anne 

Hoover, 14 Evergreen Lane, 
Middlebury, Vermont 05753; 
(802) 388-2001 

BURLINGTON 

Membership: 447 
Newsletter: Ridge Lines 
Outings: two per weekend 
Trail Maintenance: Jonesville to 

Smugglers' Notch 
Membership Contact: Connie 

Plunkett, 460 Westford Road, 
Milton, Vermont 05468; 
(802) 893-6663 

CONNECTICUT 

Membership: 113 
Newsletter: The Trail Talk 
Outings: two per weekend 
Trail Maintenance: Glastenbury 

Mountain to Arlington-West 
Wardsboro Road 

Membership Contact: Allen 
Freeman, 17 Vale Avenue, 
Meriden, Connecticut 06451; 
(203) 235-5134 

GMC MEMBERSHIP TRANSFER APPLICATION 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATl, ZIP 

PHONE 

D I would like to switch from the _________ Section to 

at-large membership. 

D 1 would like to switch [ram at-large membership to the -----
Section. 

Please send to GMC, R.R. 1 Box 650, Waterbwy Center, Vermont 05677 

KILLINGTON 

Location: Rutland area 
Membership: 96 
Newsletter: Smoke and Blazes 
Outings: one per weekend 
Trail Maintenance: Vt. 140 to U.S. 4 
Membership Contact: Roma Pulling, 

R.R. 3 Box 7269, Rutland, 
Vermont 05701; (802) 773-6997 

LARAWAY 

Location: St. Albans area 
Membership: 54 
Newsletter: outing schedule 
Outings: several each month 
Trail Maintenance: Vt. 15 to Vt. 118 
Membership Contact: Joshua 

Bennett, R.R. 4 Box 1730, 
Enosburg Falls, Vermont 05450; 
(802) 326-4107 

MANCHESTER 

Membership: 58 
Newsletter: outing schedule 
Outings: several each month 
Trail Maintenance: Vt. 11/30 to 

Mad Tom Notch 
Membership Contact: Carol Wright, 

P.O. Box 2001, South 
Londonderry,Vermont05155; 
(802) 824-5589 

MONTPELIER 

Membership: 235 
Newsletter: Trail Talk 
Outings: two per weekend 
Trail Maintenance: Gorham Lodge 

to Jonesville and Smugglers' Notch 
to Chilcoat Pass 

Membership Contact: Duncan 
Wilkie, P.O. Box 683, Montpelier, 
Vermont05601; (802) 223-3616 

NEW YORK 
Membership: 428 
Newsletter: New York Section 

Bulletin 
Outings: two to five each weekend 
Trail Maintenance: Mount Ellen to 

Gorham Lodge 
Membership Contact: Enid 

Kreimeier, 86-15 Broadway 
Apt.12F, Elmhurst, New York 
11373; (718) 592-1506 

OTTAUQUECHEE 

Location: Woodstock area 
Membership: 223 
Newsletter: Footnotes 
Outings: one per weekend 
Trail Maintenance: U.S. 4 to Maine 

Junction and Appalachian Trail: 
Maine junction to Vt. 12 

Membership Contact: John Beesley, 
23 Clover Mill Lane, Lyme, N .H. 
03768; (603) 795-2412 

STERLING 

Location: Morrisville/Stowe 
Membership: 54 
Newsletter: outing schedule 
Outings: one per weekend 
Trail Maintenance: Chilcoot Pass 

to Vt. 15 
Membership Contact: Stephen Brill, 

R.R. 1Box104,jericho, Vermont 
05477; (802) 899-1175 

WORCESTER 

Location: Worcester, Massachusetts 
Membership: 137 
Newsletter: Worcester Section 

Newsletter 
Outings: two or three per weekend 
Trail Maintenance: Arlington-West 

Wardsboro Road to Winhall River 
Membership Contact: Robert 

Stewart, 90 Prospect Street, 
Worcester, Massachusetts 01605; 
(508) 799-7242 
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GMC Executive Director Is End-to-Ender 2,046 
Editor's Note: Green Mountain dub Executive 

Director Dennis Shaffer hiked the Long Trail this 
summer and fall to become more acquainted with the 
Long Trail and its special places and people, and to 
raise money toward the GMC's "Bum the Mortgage" 
headquarters campaign. Below are a Jew of his expe
riences hiking Vermont's ')ootpath in the wilderness." 

I met my first hiker on the Long Trail at 
the Vermont-Massachusetts border. Dean 
Meltzer from Braintree, Vermont was out 
for several days to complete his end-to

end of the Long Trail, a goal he had been 
working to achieve for a number of years. After 
hiking together and chatting for a couple of 
miles, Dean laughed and said, "It sure is going 
to look funny in my end-to-end report when I 
state that the first thing the Club's executive 
director asked me was, 'Are you a member of 
the Green Mountain Club?'" After pausing for a 
moment I thought I'd better defend my 
integrity and responded, "Now wait a minute, I 
know I asked you at least two or three other 
questions first." I wanted to protect Kate 
Donaghue's reputation as the Club's most noto
rious surveyor of one's status concerning GMC 
membership. Upon my return to the GMC 
office, I found that Dean had joined the ranks 
of Long Trail end-to-enders. 

On the third day, I hiked with Lars 
Botzojorns, GM C's director of field programs 
and Kevin Peterson from the Appalachian Trail 
Conference. We had a long day planned. Kevin 
and Lars had the advantage of doing the mile
age without the weight of fully loaded packs. 
They both generously offered to carry my 
pack. Knowing that a twenty-mile day this 
early in the trip was going to be brutal, I de
cided to take them up on their offer as we 
ascended Stratton Mountain. That was mis
take number one! No sooner had I handed 
off my pack when along came Kristin Betz, 
GMC's Hiker Center caretaker. The first 
thing out of her mouth was, "My, my, won't 
folks back at the office be interested to hear 
that you needed a little help getting up 
Stratton Mountain." After I threatened not to 
sign her next paycheck, Kristin assured me 
no one would hear about her observations. 
That was mistake number two. I never got 
the same assurance from Kevin or Lars that 
word of their assistance would not leak out. 

When an Appalachian Trail thru-hiker 
appeared at Spruce Peak Shelter and said, 
"If you are Dennis you are to hold off on 
dinner," I knew some folks from the 
Brattleboro Section were on their way. When 
Dot MacDonald, her son Michael, and their 

friend Ellen Schwartz arrived with Long Trail 
Ale, com-on-the-cob, and strawberry 
shortcake with whipped cream, that same 
hiker blurted, "ls all of this for you?" Sheepish, 
yet proud, I responded that it was, but that 
there would be plenty to go around. Once 
again the hiker spoke up saying to Dot and the 
gang, "If I had known what you were carrying 
when I passed you on the trail, the LT would 
have experienced its first hijacking!" 

Ah, Wilderness! On a brief side trip to 
Bourn Pond in the Lye Brook Wilderness, I 
enjoyed a sighting of three otters. In the Green 
Mountain National Forest's designated wilder
ness areas, I met Dick Andrews, a long-time 
wilderness advocate and GMC member. As we 
stood within the Big Branch Wilderness, Dick 
recalled the nearly ten years he and others tire
lessly pursed wilderness legislation that 
ultimately led to the protection of these special 
areas. I felt deeply indebted to Dick as I 
enjoyed the benefits of his labor. 

On another long day, I hiked from 
Greenwall Shelter to Sherburne Pass. To an AT 
thru-hiker that might be just an average day. 
For me, the Inn at the Long Trail never looked 
so good! Darkness had arrived by the time 
I reached Route 4. My reward was a 
phone call home and a wonderful, "Hi, 
Daddy. I miss you," from Morgan, my 
two-year-old daughter! 

Over Labor Day weekend, Morgan and 
my wife Amy and friends from 
Connecticut hiked from Middlebury Gap 
to Lincoln Gap. While she has quite a few 

miles of trail to her credit, this was Morgan's 
first overnight backpacking trip. I carried the 
gear (three sleeping bags, a tent, clothing for 
three), our friends carried the food, and Amy 
carried Morgan-when she was not hiking on 
her own. After days of riding in the backpack, 
Morgan spoke up saying .. "Mommy, my bummy 
hurts!" 

On another long day, I encountered board 
members Brenda Clarkson and Brian 
Fitzgerald early in the afternoon near 
Harrington's View south of Bolton Mountain. 
They stared at me in disbelief when I told them 
that I was still planning to reach Smugglers' 
Notch later that day. I am an avid trail runner, 
and had promised myself that one day of my 
end-to-end hike would be a trail run. Jonesville 
to Route 108 proved to be quite a challenge. 
My reward was an incredible sunset on the 
Mansfield ridgeline with no one in sight. My 
punishment was to find I had left the lights on 
in my car and the battery was dead! 

Should I really invite some "friends" to hike 
with me? Maybe not the ones I chose! Doug 
Mayer (of Randolph Mountain Club fame) and 
John Dunn indicated they would like to hike 

Lars Botzojoms, 
Kevin Peterson, 
and Dennis take 
abreakat 
Stratton Pond. 

GMC Executive Director Dennis Shaffer at the start of his Long Trail hike. 
As Dennis headed up tlte trail he let Smith Edwards (a.h.a. Old Ridge Runner) 

know the wggested twenty-mile-per-day itinerary was absolutely insane! 
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Yeah, Journey's End! Sandy Tarburton 
(GMC Staff), Dennis, Rolf Anderson (GMC 
Vice-president), Brenda Clarkson (GMC 

Treasurer), and Lisa Hughes (GMC Staff). 

with me for a day or two. Knowing these two 
would be notorious pranksters, I reluctantly 
agreed to let them join me. Over the course of 
two days of hiking and one over-night with 
these two, I found rocks in my pack, encoun
tered signs indicating the Long Trail had been 
closed and was about to be developed into a 
"Long Trail Theme Park," and received a 
message that while I was out hiking the LT, the 
GMC staff went on strike, the Green Mountain 
National Forest had been sold to cover the 
national defense budget, and the GMC 
headquarters had been sold to the Applachian 
Mountain Club! 

Ah, Canada! There is nothing like a greeting 
party to end a hike. GMC staffers Lisa Hughes 
and Sandy Tarbutton, and Club Treasurer 
Brenda Clarkson met me at the Canadian bor -
der. It was a fitting finish to a great hike, and 
included Lisa's delicious apple cake! On the 
way out on the journey's End Trail, we met 
GMC Vice-President Rolf Anderson who just 
happened to be carrying champagne, donuts, 
and apple cider. After two celebrations, one at 
the border and one at journey's End Camp, 
Lisa and Sandy presented me with a large box 
at the trailhead. It was the backpack I had 
ordered earlier in the summer to use on my LT 
hike! Oh well, better late than never, I guess. 

Upon taking the final steps of the 265-mile 
hike, I pleasantly reflected on the countless 
jewels and endless beauty one experiences 
while hiking the Long Trail. My involvement 
with the Green Mountain Club, and my 
interactions with the Club's hard-working 
volunteers and staff gave me a tremendous 
feeling of pride. The Long Trail has a very 
special place in the ranks oflong-distance 
hiking trails. Hiking it from end to end made 
me keenly aware of just how wonderful the LT 
is and how much it is enjoyed! 

- Dennis Shaff er 

Contributions in honor of Dennis' end-to-end hike 
may be sent to: "Bum the Mortgage," Green 
Mountain Club, R.R. 1 Box 650, Waterbury Center, 
Vermont 05677. 
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How Many ls Too Much? 
Group Use on the Long Trail 

H 0w large can a group of hikers be 
before there are unacceptable 
impacts on the resource or the experi

ence of other hikers? How should the GMC and 
its management partners attempt to control 
group size? If the Club discourages large groups 
from using the Long Trail, will we seem exclu
sionary? The Trail Management Committee 
recently considered these and other questions 
related to group use of the Long Trail System. 

This discussion resulted from a letter to the 
editor in the spring 199 5 issue of The Long I rail 
News. The writer suggested that the GMC adopt 
a stricter guideline limiting overnight groups to 
four to six people, and called for further dialog 
on the issue in the LIN. 

A few readers did respond, and the final 
opinion was evenly divided. Significantly, the 
writers who suggested that the current guide
line of ten be maintained have spent time on the 
trail with groups from summer camps. They 
were sensitive to the effect a group can have on 
other hikers, particularly at overnight facilities, 
but pointed out that most camps would have to 
eliminate outings on the Long Trail if groups 
were limited to four to six people. They sug
gested that finding ways to accommodate 
groups where they don't impose on other hikers 
is a better solution. 

Group use of the Long Trail System is not a 
new issue, having been the subject of Club and 
agency policies for over twenty years. In trail 
management jargon, "group" usually refers to 
so-called organized groups: camps, scouts, out
ing clubs, churches, and college orientations. 
The Club has a long-standing policy that outing 
organizers should limit group size (including 
leaders) to ten or fewer if they plan to stay over
night on the trail. Groups that are out for a day 
hike should not exceed twenty-five. The Club 
adopted these limits for several reasons: 
• large groups of people can have a serious 

impact on natural resources at areas where 
they congregate, such as shelters, lake 
shores, and mountaintops. 

• most shelters and tenting areas along the 
trail are designed to accommodate fewer 
than fifteen people, so there may not be 
room for a large group of people to spend 
the night, especially if the weather is rainy 
and other hikers are seeking shelter. Many 
shelters have limited areas that are suitable 
for tenting, so it may not be possible to 
accommodate the overflow. 

• meeting a large group of people on the trail 
can ruin, or at least diminish, the experience 

of other hikers. By their very nature, groups 
tend to be noisier and more rambunctious, 
two aspects of daily life that many try to leave 
behind when they are hiking. 

As is often the case when the Trail Manage
ment Committee takes up an issue, committee 
members had a variety of opinions! One area 
where everyone agreed is that there are groups 
using the trail that are too large, and these 
groups cause problems for other hikers and trail 
managers. We diverged on what we should do 
about it. Some felt that large groups do not be
long on the Long Trail because of its unique (for 
Vermont) primitive nature, and large groups 
should hike elsewhere. Others felt that we 
should give people (particularly children) the 
opportunity to appreciate the Long Trail and 
experience the joy of hiking in a remote 
backcountry setting. We also discussed prob
lems related to group use at overnight sites, 
which usually result when a group plans to use a 
shelter rather than tents. 

We decided to leave the group limits at ten 
and twenty-five, but to increase our education 
and outreach efforts to group leaders. Both on
and off-trail education efforts will emphasize the 
impacts of large groups and the reasons to limit 
group size whenever possible. For many years 
GMC caretakers and other field staff have kept 
records of groups they encounter on the trail, so 
the Club knows who many of the regular group 
users are. We plan to focus on these organiza
tions initially, through letters, phone calls, and 
personal visits. We'll be addressing not only the 
issue of group size, but other leave-no-trace 
practices and the need to be self-sufficient (i.e., 
carry tents) on overnight trips. 

In addition to helping group leaders and 
organizers be better trail stewards, we have 
begun a process to identify the shelters and tent
ing areas along the trail that are most suitable for 
group use. The Trail Management Committee is 
developing criteria for group use sites, which we 
will later apply to each overnight facility on the 
trail. We will then pass this information along to 
group leaders so they can better plan their 
outings. 

Like many trail management issues, group 
use is fairly complex and defies an easy solution. 
We hope that these steps will protect the 
resource and minimize conflicts between 
organized groups and other hikers. We welcome 
your help, advice, and criticism on this and 
other aspects of our trail management program. 

- Brian T. Fitzgerald 
Brian is chair of the Trail Management Committee. 
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LT Protection 
contd. from page 1 

eliminate a two-and-one-half-mile road walk 
near the Winooski River in Jonesville. 
Outlooks along the proposed route provide 
views of the Waterbury Reservoir and a spec
tacular view of Mount Mansfield. Bolton Valley 
Corporation sold the land as part of the 
company's bankruptcy/reorganization plan. 

"This sale is conservation economics at its 
best. We have always been a friend of the Long 
Trail and the Green Mountain Club," said 
Ralph Deslauriers, president of Bolton Valley. 
"The Long Trail has crossed Bolton Valley's 
property for over thirty years. We were happy 
we could help the Club fulfill its long-range 
goals to help conserve this beautiful state." 

GMC Executive Director Dennis Shaffer 
agreed, "The Club is very pleased with this 
acquisition. This land will serve as the comer -
stone of the Club's efforts to relocate the Long 
Trail in the Winooski Valley area and will help 
us tie the Long Trail corridor together." 

Bolton Mountain, the highest peak in 
Chittenden County, is listed as a state-signifi
cant natural area by the Vermont Natural 
Heritage Program. It contains rock outcrops 
which support two rare alpine plant species 

and a large expanse of undisturbed subalpine 
spruce-fir forest. It also provides habitat for the 
Bicknell's thrush, a species of special concern 
in the state, which breeds only at high 
elevations. The GMC's purchase protects this 
habitat from likely development for 
mountaintop communications towers and 
downhill skiing. 

Deslauriers believes that Bolton Valley's 
"cross-country and backcountry skiers will be 
happy to know that their favorite trails will 
remain forever wild." 

GMC will place conservation restrictions on 
the property and transfer it to the state of 
Vermont to be added to the adjacent Mount 
Mansfield State Forest. The property is also 
adjacent to 293 acres on the west side of Bolton 
Mountain which the GMC acquired last winter 
(see Summer '95 LIN). 

Long Trail Protected in 
Jay and Eden 

This September GMC acquired 290 acres of 
woodland injaywhich includes a one-quarter
mile section of the Long Trail and the summit 
of Carleton Mountain (2,670 ft.). From the 
summit there is a beautiful vista south to Jay 
Peak and the ridgelines which the Long Trail 
crosses. Conservation of this property pre-

WARNING: 
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serves views for travelers on scenic Route 105. 
Acquired from Albert and Mary Von 

Weingarten of Newport, Vermont, the land will 
be transferred to the state of Vermont, with 
GMC retaining conservation restrictions. 

A conservation easement acquired this 
spring protects more than twelve acres of scenic 
woodland and a one-quarter-mile section of the 
Long Trail south of Route 118 in Eden. Edand 
Rosemary DeBor, who are long-time supporters 
of the Trail and reside on the adjacent property, 
sold the easement to the GMC. While giving the 
GMC a permanent right-of-way for the Long 
Trail, the conservation easement prevents 
development and other intensive uses of the 
land. Traditional land uses such as pasturing 
livestock, maple sugaring, and selective forestry 
(outside a trail buffer zone) are allowed. 

Only one unprotected Long Trail parcel 
remains in between Route 118 and the 
Vermont College and state land at Ritterbush 
Pond and Devil's Gulch. This acquisition adds 
to previous protection efforts at Eden Crossing. 
After the closing on the easement, the De Bors 
supported the GMC by purchasing a life mem
bership for their twelve-year-old daughter 
Katrina. GMC Vice-President Rolf Anderson 
assisted with the acquisition. 

-Susan Shea 

This pack is not suitable for couch potatoes or lounge lizards. 

At Vermont Vagabond we make 

a full line of packs and travel bags. 

Hand-made right here in Vermont 

our bags are extremely durable, 

functional and good looking. We use 

the highest quality materials available 

like 1000 denier Cordura nylon, 

YKK zippers, Fastex hardware 

and Polypro. 12 pt. webbing. 

Call us at {802) . 893 . 6586 

for a free color catalog. 

Mention this ad and receive a IO% 

discount on your f i r s t o r d e r . 

~rmont 
\iro~ The "Hump pack". Basic gear for hiking, skiing, snowshoeing or 

any outdoor activity that gets you off your butt. (water bottles included) 

\R Milton, Vermont 
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Phemt Basin and Sterling Valley Lands Protected 
780-acre parcel in Fayston slated 
r heavy logging and probable 
ubdivision and development is 
now pennanently protected 

through the cooperative efforts of nonprofit 
organizations, public agencies, and private citi
zens. The large forest area, known as Phenn 
Basin, is a portion of a ten thousand-acre 
parcel sold by the former Ward Lumber Co. to 
a land speculator in 1994. The parcel is lo
cated on the west side of the Mad River Valley 
along the main ridge of the Green Mountains. 
With its wildlife habitat, headwater streams, 
two miles of the Catamount Trail, and a VAST 
snowmobile trail, the land is a valuable natural 
and recreational resource. A short segment of 
the Long Trail and the LT corridor will be 
relocated onto the land in the future. 

Although the Trust for Public Land (IPL), a 
national land conservation organization, nego
tiated the $1.3 million purchase of the parcel, 
it was the town of Fayston and the Mad River 
Planning District that first approached the 
IPL, Vermont Land Trust, and the Department 
of Forests, Parks, and Recreation about protec
tion alternatives. After purchasing the land, 
IPL transferred most of the property to the 
state for addition to Camel's Hump State Park. 

"Phenn Basin is the single largest piece of 
land IPL has helped conserve in New 
England," said David Houghton, IPL Project 
Manager. "We're very excited to be the catalyst 
for the preservation of this important 
resource." 

The acquisition involved many groups, 
including the Vermont Department of Forests, 
Parks, and Recreation, the Vermont Land 
Trust, the Mad River Valley Planning District, 
and the town ofFayston. The Green Mountain 
Club wrote letters of support for the project. 

Wi[derness S/(jing 
CROSS COUNTRY * BACKCOUNTRY * 

TELEMARK INSTRUCTION * 
SNOWSHOEING * WINTER CAMPING 

Instructional tours ;·~·~ 
to finest skiing & '.~ 
snowshoeing in Vermont, ' I .._ 
Adirondacks, Canadian - .. J . _ • . 
Chic Chocs, Groulx & 
Laurentides • Single & Multiple day trips & 
skills clinics • Accommodations in B & Bs, 
Hut-to-Hut & Camping. 

Call or Wrltefor Free Brochure 

® utdoor Adventure of Vermont 
RR#5 - 2147, Bear Swamp Road 

Montpelier, Vermont 05602 
802-223-4172 • 800-639-9208 

Funding for the purchase of Phenn Basin came 
from TPL, the Vermont Housing and Conser -
vation Board (VHCB), the Green Mountain 
Club's legislative appropriation for Long Trail 
lands, the Sweet Water Trust, private donors, 
and foundations. Over $200,000 still needs to 
be raised to cover the costs of the project. 

Thanks to a second stellar community 
effort a little further north in the Green Moun
tains, the 2,235-acre Sterling Valley parcel in 
Stowe is now protected. This parcel, bordered 
on both sides by the Mount Mansfield State 
Forest, is popular for hiking, cross-country 
skiing (on the Catamount Trail) ,' horseback 
riding, mountain biking, and snowmobiling 
(on a VAST trail) . It also includes the entire 
upper watershed of Sterling Brook and a sec
tion of the Upper Sterling Gorge, and is prime 
black bear habitat. A network of hiking or 
multi-use trails and a hiking trail connecting 
with the Long Trail System may be developed. 
The property borders the Long Trail corridor 
in the Sterling Range. Public ownership will 

-~~ . -// 

SUGAR8USH NORTH 

\ / Kl:_ 
-·4-r-

ensure continued public access to the land for 
recreation. 

"The real value of the Sterling piece is its 
size and its wild character," said Stowe Com
munity Planner Brian Shupe. "Despite that 
wild character, it was under tremendous 
development pressure because of the generally 
level terrain, low elevations, favorable soil 
conditions, and easy access." 

The Sterling Valley Tract was the largest 
undeveloped tract in private ownership in 
Stowe. The land will be added to the Mount 
Mansfield State Forest and the Stowe 
municipal forest. The protection effort was 
spearheaded by Stowe's Conservation 
Commission and funded by the town of Stowe, 
the VHCB, private fundraising, and founda
tions. Support came from the Vermont Land 
Trust, Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, 
and Recreation, and Catamount Trail 
Association. The Green Mountain Club 
supported the project's grant application to 
VHCB. 

FAYSTON 

· ••·• • lonu Trail 
.....,.___.. Cutamou111 Trail 
- - · - ·-VASf Tr1:1il 

Phenn Basin 
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PARTNERSHIP 
SUPPORTS 
COOLIDGE 
RANGE 
CARETAKER 

Burnell Lippy ran the ridges 
of the Coolidge Range this hiking 
season. As the caretaker, Burnell 
roamed the Long Trail between 
Route 4 and Route 103 talking 
with hikers on Killington Peak, 
and educating mountain bikers 
about use restriction.5. He also 
assisted the Killington Section 
with trail maintenance and built a 
composting toilet and tent 
platform at Cooper Lodge. 

In addition to major funding 
from the Appalachian Trail 
Conference and National Park 
Service, the Vermont Department 
of Forests, Parks, and Recreation 
provided funding and materials, 
Killington Ski Area gave logistical 
assistance including the use of a 
radio, and the Killington Section 
granted $500 for the position. 

VISITOR USE 
STUDIED ON 
MT. MANSFIELD 

An intern from Middlebury 
College assisted in efforts to study 
visitor use on Mount Mansfield's 
popular ridge this summer. 
Mount Mansfield and Vermont's 
higher peaks saw record numbers 
of visitors this summer. Valerie 
Stori developed a sign plan for 
the summit, surveyed toll road 
users on their experiences on the 
mountain and conducted an 
evaluation of the Mount 
Mansfield Visitor Center. Val's 
internship was part of a program 
sponsored by the New England 
Board ofHigher Education. This 
program placed twelve Vermont 
college students with businesses 
or state agencies. Stowe Moun
tain Resort oversaw the project 
on Mount Mansfield. Val also 
worked with GMC caretakers, 
the University of Vermont, and 
the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks, and Recreation. 

0 N T H E L 0 N G T R A I L 

1995 Field Season 

Fifty GMC seasonal scarf were in Vennonc's bac.kwoods this season, 
perhaps the most ever! ln response to greater 1mpacts on the Long 
Trail from growing day use, the Club covered a large part of the 

Trail with a consistent presence. Funding from the U.S. Forest Service, 
the Vennont Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation, the Appala
chian Trail Conference, Smugglers' Notch Co., Mount Mansfield Co., 
and Sugarbush Resort made these efforts possible. Funding from the U.S. 
Forest Service is threatened for the 1996 season. 

These employees were not alone. An increased number of volunteers 
worked with caretakers and trail crews, making it possible to accomplish 
a number of important projects. In July, at the fourth annual GMC Trails 
and Shelters Maintenance Workshop, the Long Trail Patrol and a dozen 
volunteers worked on sections of the Coolidge Range. 

Four Long Trail Patrol trail crews worked along the length of the trail. 
Three crews, consisting of six men and women per crew, worked on 
projects around Belvidere Mountain, Mount Mansfield, Appalachian Gap, 
the Breadloaf Wilderness, Deer Leap, and Kid Gore Shelter. In addition, 
the Volunteer Long Trail Patrol completed a successful fourth season 
with projects on the AT near River Road in Sherburne, Bromley Moun
tain, Baker Peak, and Route 9. Thirty miles of trail were reconstructed or 
relocated. 

GMC caretakers saw a record year for day use; overnight use appears 
to have decreased from last year. The caretaker season at Little Rock Pond 
and Stratton Pond was extended through the end of October because of 
the popularity of the sites. Summit caretakers on Mount Mansfield led a 
number of ecology hikes that were very popular. Finally, 1995 was an 
active year for search and rescue activities on Camel's Hump and espe
cially Mount Mansfield. Our staff was appreciated for being on the 'front 
lines' with their training and preparedness. 

College outing clubs and orientation groups from Harvard University, 
Middlebury College, and Saint Michael's College worked on the Long 
Trail this season. The GMC hopes to expand this program next year. 

St. Michael's College students worked with GMC staff 
on the Long Trail as part of their orientation. 
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GMC thanks 

Merrell 
Footwear 

for donation of 
boots and support 

of GMC field 
programs in 1995 ! 

~ 1· ~!!!'!>~ 
~.il ii·~~~~~ 

Support Your 

Long Trail 

With a 
Year-end Gift 

* 1995 has been a year 

of tren1endous success 

for the GMC. 

Please consider 

responding to the 
recent GMC appeal 
and mabe a tax

deductible gift to 

support the programs 

that protect liit~ing 
opportunities in 

Vermont. 

CLASSIFIED 

SUMMER FIELD STAFF NEEDED 
FOR GMC-Description:Summit 
and shelter caretakers, trail crew leaders 
&: crew. Strenuous work, backcountry 
living, motivation, public interaction. Sal
ary: S 170-5230 per week + lodging. 
Qualifications: Experience w/hikingi 
camping, interpersonal skills, excellent 
health; knowledge of environ. &: nat. sci
ences helpful. To apply: Contact Dir. of 
Field Programs, GMC, Inc., RR 1 Box 
650, Waterbury Center, VT 05677, (802) 
244-7037.Deadline 3/1/96. 
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Grants Support Field Programs 

Thanks LO a donation of equipmem and 
services from Cellular One, the caretakers 
on Camel's Hump are no longer the only 

GMC field staff without contact with emergency 
services. Caretakers at Montclair Glen and 
Gorham Lodges and on the summit of Camel's 
Hump used the cellular phones to coordinate 
daily logistics and respond to emergencies. Cellu
lar One also donated a phone to the Northern 
Long Trail Patrol. Yes, we do have voice mail in 
the mountains, but the phones are a reliable way 
to communicate with field staff. They also made 
quick responses to emergencies much easier. 
Many thanks to Tag Carpenter and other staff at 
the South Burlington office of Cellular One for 
their donation valued at more than $1,000. 

Protection of New England's alpine areas got a 
boost this field season from the Boston-based 
Sweet Water Trust. The philanthropic organiza
tion provided the GMC with a $3,500 grant for 
the production of Prenanthes, a regional alpine 
newsletter. Readers enjoyed the first issue which 
came off the presses in June. It was mailed to land 
managers, educators, and researchers involved 

with arctic-alpine areas on the highest peaks in 
New England and New York. These alpine area 
managers hope Prenanthes will enhance commu
nication between the many organizations involved 
with alpine areas. The idea for the newsletter came 
out of the second regional alpine conference at 
Mount Moosilauke in June 1994 (see Fall 1994 . 
LTN). The grant funded intern Mark Haberle, a 
University of Vermont student, who coordinated 
production of the first issue of Prenanthes. A 
second issue is due out in December. 

In a separate effort, Sweet Water Trust pro
vided funding for Haberle to research hiker 
impact on trailside vegetation on the ridgeline of 
Mount Mansfield. Mark hopes to develop a way to 
monitor changes to trailside vegetation over the 
years. His project involves taking pictures of 
quadrats along the trail that will be used as 
baseline documentation for the study. 

Eastern Mountain Sports, in cooperation with 
Tubbs Snowshoe, Co. and Teva, awarded the 
GMC with $2,000 for National Trails Day activi
ties and trail projects in northern Vermont. The 
local EMS store in South Burlington organized 

and participated in trail reconstruction 
on Mount Mansfield's Sunset Ridge 
Trail onJune 3, National Trails Day. 
They accomplished some excellent 
work despite the occasional down
pour. Many thanks to Polly Gibson 
and EMS staff for their cooperation. 

Much of the Northern Long Trail 
Patrol's work this season was sup
ported by the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks, and Recreation through 
the State Trails Fund. Support from 
the Lintilhac Foundation, which con
tributed $500 toward the Camel's 
Hump caretaker program, and Con
cept II in Morrisville, Vermont, which 
gave $700 toward the Northern Long 
Trail Patrol, boosted these efforts. 

This diversity of support for the 
Club's field programs is critical to the 
program. Many thanks to all these 
organizations who are helping to keep 
our efforts on the trail strong! 

Llamas assisted the Volunteer Long 
Trail Patrol this summer. The pack 
animals carried gear on old 
logging roads to the crew's base camp. 
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1995 FIELD STAFF 

REGIONAL FIELD ASSISTANTS 

Dave Hardy, Southern Assistant 
Tim Tierney, Northern Assistant 

SUMMIT CARETAKERS 

Mount Mansfield: Ken Sturm, 
Ken Hornik, Head Summit Caretakers; 
Mike Yengling, Mark Haberle, 
Martha Tierney, Jane Dudley 

Camel's Hump: Mike Yengling,Jim 
Schechter, Tom Rowell, Seth Coffey 

Mount Abraham and Battell Shelter: 
Tim Henderson, Jeff Lougee 

Stratton Mountain: Chris Dodson 

SITE CARETAKERS 

Northern Vermont: Jeff Lougee, 
Sterling Pond; Leticia Lacativa, Taft 
Lodge; Kerstin Lange, Butler Lodge; 
Jim Schechter and Tom Rowell, 
Gorham Lodge; Kaj Samsom and 
Matt Moore, Montclair Glen Lodge; 
Suzanne Reid, Skyline Lodge 

Southern Vermont: Burnell Lippy, 
Coolidge Range Ridgerunner; 
Jim Maconochie, Griffith Lake; 
Theresa Hoffman and 
Kori Marchowski, Little Roch Pond; 
Justin First and Kristin Betz, 
Stratton Pond 

LONG TRAIL PATROL 

NORTHERN LTP 

Dave Fleischman, Leader; Mike 
Watkins, Monica Wadsworth, Assistant 
Leaders; Brian Barrett, Chandra Beach, 
Cathy Lamenzo, Jim Maconochie, 
Chris Scranton, Janine Sirignano, 
David Greene 

BREADLOAF LTP 

Kari Greenbaum, Seth Coffey, Leaders; 
Matt Stevens, Assistant Leaders; Chris 
Layman, Kori Marchowski, Tom 
Rowell, Ed Schwartzman, Don Wilmot 

DEER LEAP LTP 

Greg Western, Leader; Alicia Seltz, 
Chris Scranton, Assistant Leaders; 
Cynthia Flores, Keri Foster, Megan 
Lawson, Kevin McGraw, Bill Meloy, 
Josh Teresco,Josh Wolfson 

VOLUNTEER LTP 

Jim Bender, Leader; Molly Mainelli, 
Camp Coordinator 
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Vermont Is Hotne to Me 

I traveled to the fanhest part of the United 
States from here, the Southwest. It was a 
good trip. l saw many different kinds of 
territory, all of them beautiful in their 

own way. Among them were deep steep-sided 
canyons, high bluffs with tall spires, and red 
sandstone formations of all kinds. In some 
places I could look to the horizon in any direc
tion and not see a tree; in other places I walked 
among trees so large roads were built through 
their trunks. From Telescope Peak I looked 
down more than two vertical miles to Bad 
Water with its great white salt flats. Despite 
some hikes in spectacular places, I was very 
happy to climb Camel's Hump a couple of days 
after returning home. 

Fellow GMCer Paul Woodward traveled 
with me. We met up with former GMC staffers 
Rand Pelton and Michelle Rorick on the Pacific 
Crest Trail (PCT). They met usjune 15 at 
Kennedy Meadows, California, which is about 
a one-week hike south of Mount Whitney. 
After leaving the Mexican border at the end of 
April, they hiked north seven hundred miles 
over mostly remote desert lands. They now 
had the high Sierra Nevada Mountains in front 

of them. Under normal conditions, hiking in 
the Sierra Nevadas is much more demanding 
than on our eastern trails. This year, however, 
was not a normal year in the western moun
tains. Not only did they receive 200 to 300% 
more than average snowfall, the ~pring was so 
cold the snow melt was delayed. Rand and 
Michelle and the other PCT hikers faced the 
prospect of traversing miles of snowpack by 
map and compass in very remote areas many 
miles from the nearest roads, towns, or even 
telephones. 

We spent a couple of days with Michelle 
and Rand before they headed north with snow
shoes. I later received a letter saying they found 
deep high-angle snow, and no visible trail. 
After traveling by map and compass, they 
bailed out at Whitney Portal trailhead to skip 
some of the bad conditions. I wish I could have 
been with them. I did get to hike a little on the 
PCT the day I hiked in to meet them. I hiked 
twenty-five miles (1 % of the trail). I only have 
99% left for next time! 

As I traveled across the country, I did see 
many beautiful places and met nice people (as 
well as a zillion double tractor trailer trucks). 

Vermont Voyageur Equipment 
[802) 326-4 789 
(9:00 AM-5:30 PM Mon-SatJ 

Wind Rive~ 
Anorak 
& Pants 
Four-season protection 
from wind, sun & cold, 
dry snow. 
Perfect for nordic skiing, snow
shoeing. hiking & backpacking. 
Proven on expeditions throughout 
North America. 

Sizes: XS-XL 
Colors: Red, Tan, Royal Blue, 

Forest Green. Rust 

Anorak 552.oo 
Pants 543.00 

Pants with 
side zippers 

$53.00 

(plu' S4.00 

UPS Shipping) 

Route 242 - Box IOJOG, Montgomery Center, VT 054 71 
For a free mail order catalog describing Vermont Voyageur clothing & equipment, Limmer 
Boots. guidebooks & more. call or write VVE. Or visit our shop near Jay Peak & at the Hazen's 
Notch Outdoor Center. Call ahead though-we may be out working on the Long Trail. 

Among a few unexpected observations were 
the large number of people in the parks before 
the peak season, the small number of people in 
the more remote and less publicized areas of 
the parks and national forests, and the large 
number of foreign tourists, particularly Euro
pean. There are many beautiful, exciting, 
fascinating, and unique places to visit, but 
Vermont is the place to call home. 

Have you ever heard of Monts Groulx? 
I hadn't until a few months ago. I spent some 
time there in September. They are far away 
from here, about seven hundred miles north. I 
plan to backcountry ski there this spring with 
Outdoor Adventure of Vermont. 

As always, I urge you to 
do some hiking. Enjoy the 
late fall, some people say it's 
the best time to get out and 
JUST DO IT! 

-Old Ridge Runner 

mn 
to 
mn 

Delightful country Inns are organized to oITer point to 
point hiking along Vermom's Long Trail as well as 
other scenic trails and byways. Charming 
accomodatlons and acellent cuisine await at each 
day's end. Custom planned, self guided tours and 
small, leader guided trips are available. Come, aperl
ence the ll!agic o[ Vermont. For information contact: 

Country Inns Along the Trail 
RR 3, Box 3115 •Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-3300 or Fax (802) 247-6851 

EDGCOMBD 
DESIGN 
GROUP 
ENVIRONMENTALLY 6EN<-9imVE PLANNING 
/\QCHITECI'UQE 0 lN'IBQIOQ DE~IGN 

Jeff Schoellkopf & Jim Edgcomb 
Architects 

RR 1 Box 113 Airport Rd 
Warren Vermont 05674 

Tele 802 496 2165 Fax 802 496 2166 
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Our Last Backpack: 
A Memoir 

by Daniel Doan. Woodstock, Vt.: Backcountry 
Publications, 1993. 216p. $14.00 paperbound. 

This is a moving, sometimes painful, account 
of a 1966 week-long backpacking trip in the 
Mahoosuc Range which straddles the New 

Hampshire-Maine line. 
It began at Gorham 
and ended at Grafton 
Notch, a moderate 
distance but crossing 
desolate, rough terrain 
that includes the 
peaks of Mount Carlo, 
Goose Eye Mountain, 
and Old Speck (4,180 
ft.). 

The area was new 
to the author, Daniel Doan, and 

his lifelong hiking companion Claud Sharps, a 
Laconia veterinarian. The two first met in 1929 
in Orford, New Hampshire, where Daniel, the 
son of a Unitarian minister, summered with his 
family, and Claud was a year-round resident, the 
son of a Welsh gardener trained at Kew. 

There were interruptions in their "camping 
out"-they didn't use the modem term "back
packing"-while they pursued education and 
started careers and families. Claud paid his own 
way through the University of New Hampshire, 
partly as assistant hutman at Galehead Hut. 

Daniel, a Dartmouth graduate and writer, 
supported his family for many years by working 
for a manufacturing firm in Laconia. He wrote 
two regional novels, but GMC members will 
know him better as the author of Fifty Hikes in the 
White Mountains and Fifty More Hikes in New 
Hampshire, both written after the Mahoosuc 
adventure. 

Claud and Daniel were both fifty-two years 
old when they began the Mahoosuc trip. 
Although experienced outdoorsmen, neither of 
them were in good physical shape that year. 
Claud, the stronger of the two, had suffered a 
heart attack some years back. Daniel had been 
diagnosed as a diabetic, but had not yet found a 
doctor who would put him on insulin; he 
plodded through the Mahoosucs feeling weak 
and miserable. Days of rainy, cold weather did 
not improve the friends' morale. On this trip they 
often sound old beyond their years. 

What makes the book interesting is their 
interaction, as well as their different reactions to 
physical hardship. Claud automatically carries 
the heavier load. He is the fire builder at each 
shelter while Daniel goes for water. 
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Claud swears liberally at "Appies," hurried 
peakbaggers, and incompetent trail builders. 
Daniel is more accepting, "Somehow I couldn't 
bitch. I might have felt better for some bitching. I 
just didn't feel any strong urge .... It's a sign of 
fight, will to win. It shows grit and depths of 
strength despite odds." They are, however, 
united in their view of modem gear and provi
sions: "We had a tendency to look down our 
noses at frames of aluminum piping," preferring 
tried, old Duluth canvas packs. 

Their menu includes loose tea, bacon, peas. 
Yet, they are not beyond learning from younger 
"backpackers." 

Daniel and Claud reach Grafton Notch with
out a major mishap. You feel relief, having hiked 
every step of the way with them, smelled their 
steaming stews, felt the water leaking into their 
boots, suffered Daniel's throbbing headaches. 

Therefore, you are saddened to know that 
Daniel died in 1993, the same month this book 
appeared, from complications of his diabetes. He 
had already lost Claud in 1984 when Claud took 
his own life, after learning he had oral cancer. 
Having shared their steadfast friendship, you feel 
that you have also lost something with their 
passing. 

- Reidun Nuquist 

The Northern Forest 
by David Dobbs and Richard Ober. White River 
junction, Vt.: Chelsea Green Publishing Company, 
1995. 356p. $23.00 hardcover. 

The Northern Forest is about the 
vast 26 million wooded acres that 
span the states of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, and New 
York's Adirondacks. Their future 
became clouded when Diamond 
International, the region's largest 
landholder, put its holdings up 
for sale in 1988. 

Fearing widespread commer
cial development and land 
speculation, Congress authorized 
formation, in 1990, of a Northern 
Forest Lands Council to recom
mend public policies that would 
preserve forest-based activities in 
the Northern Forest. It was also 
to address environmental pro
tection for wilderness areas and recreational use. 

Dobbs and Ober portray the workers who 
would be most affected by changing land use. 
They are foresters, loggers, and related profes
sionals making their living from the land and 
contributing to the local economy. 

One is Jim Moffat, a former dairy farmer who 
raises Christmas trees in Craftsbury with his 
family. Stakes are high for the Moffats whose 
chief income is earned in a five-to-six week 
period each year. Like many in forestry they face 
staggering costs for worker's compensation, and 
they have problems finding members willing to 
continue the family business. 

Clearly, the best manufacturing jobs in the 
region are with the paper companies, but they 
face intense competition from overseas, Canada, 
and the southeastern United States. Enter the 
John Hancock Insurance Company and other 
large corporations who invest in timberlands in 
the Northeast. Their primary goal is to secure 
high dividends for their stockholders; purely 
economic considerations govern decisions about 
the future of the entire region. 

Dobbs and Ober spotlight other important 
players, like the Audubon Society biologist dedi
cated to preserving wildlife in the Upper 
Connecticut River Watershed and Maine fishing 
guides striving to continue their way oflife. They 
urge that regional problems be addressed 
through a mix of economic incentives, regula
tions, education, and local empowerment. This 
can work iflocal residents and environmentalists 
find a middle ground. 

Congress and state legislatures must listen to 
people on both sides, so future.policy can be 
written from the bottom up. The desirable end 
result is a healthy forest, based on equitable 
taxation and rewards for forest owners who keep 
their holdings intact. 

In Vermont the authors cite good work by the 
Vermont Natural Re
sources Council in 
helping preserve wood
lands in the Northeast 
Kingdom. Ober is on the 
staff of the Society for Pro
tection of New Hampshire 
Forests, one of many orga
nizations involved with the 
Northern Forest Alliance. 
The society collected signa
tures from hikers for 
petitions to Congress that 
resulted in long-range 
Northern Forest steward
ship policy. 

This book has received 
wide media coverage, help-

ing to keep the future of the Northern 
Forest on the front burner of public discussion. It 
presents both sides of the issue and should be 
must reading for anyone concerned with the fu
ture of Vermont's northern forest. 

- Edward G. ]aneway,]r. 
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Shopforthe Wmter 
WE HAVE WARM AND 
fuzzy clothing, books, and 

T-shirts. Buy your holiday gifts 

from the GMC- and help 

maintain the Long Trail, too! 

To place your order, call (802) 

244-7037 or send in the order 

form on page 20. Order by 

December 15 for Christmas. 

Vermont Polarfleece 
Cozy Polarfleece items, embroidered 
with the GMC logo. Colors: Forest 
Green, Royal Blue, Cranberry, Purple, 
Navy, and Black. Pullovers, jackets, 
and vests available in sizes S,M,L,XL. 

•PULLOVER 
$60.35 member I $71.00 non-member. 

•JACKET 
$63.75 member /$75.00 non-member. 

•VEST 
$50.15 member /$59.00 non-member. 

• HAT 
$11.90 member I $14.00 non-member. 

•HEADBAND 
$10.20 member I $12.00 non-member. 

T-shirts 
100% cotton T-shirts to fit everyone's 
taste. Shirts available in S, M, L, XL. 

• HIKER T-SHIRT 
$9.95 member/$12.95 non-member. 
Color: Natural with green. Kids sizes 
(S,M,L), grayw/ green: $7.50/$9.95 

• LoNG TRAIL T-SHIRT 
$16.95 member/$19.95 non-member. 
GMC logo on front and map design 
on back. Color: Slate blue or gray. 

• GMC LoGO T-SHIRT (not pictured) 
$9.95 member/$12.95 non-member. 
Color: Forest Green with yellow logo. 
Kids' sizes (S, M, L): $7.50/$9.95. 

GMC Travel Mug 
$3.00 member/$3.50 non-member 
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Holidays atthe GMC 

GMC Books & Maps 

• LoNG TRAIL GUIDE 
All new 24th edition, brand new! Special 
illustrated gift certificates available for 
Christmas. Books available in January. 
$11.15 member/ $13.95 non-member. 

•GUIDEBOOK 
OF mE LONG TRAIL 
(23rd edition) 
$7.95 member/$9.95 non-member. 

• DAY HIKER'S GUIDE 
TO VERMONT 
$7.95 member /$9 .95 non-member. 

• GREEN MOUNTAIN 
ADVENTURE 
$7.95 member /$9.95 non-member. 

• TRAIL MAP OF MOUNT 
MANSFIELD 
$3.15 member /$3.95 non-member. 

GMC 'fwILL CAP 
$11.90 member/$14.00 non-member. 
Colors: Tan, Charcoal, Forest Green, Lt. 
green. Cap bill is charcoal. 

Give a Friend the Spirit 
of the Vermont Mountains 

With a Membership in 
the Green Mountain Club 

When you give a gift membership in the Green 
Mountain Club to your friends and family, they 
will receive a GMC travel mug and a card noti
fying them of your gift. 

To make this gift of the Vermont mountains, 
fill out the form below (or call the GMC office) 
and return it with your payment by December 
15 to assure delivery by Christmas. 

To: 

Name: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

O $27 Individual O $35 Family 

From: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Phone: 

O Visa O MasterCard Exp. date ............. ... .. . 

Card No. 

Signature 

Send this form to: GMC, RR 1 Box 650, Waterbury 
Center, Vf05677; (802) 244-7037 



GMC BOOKSTORE & PACK BASKET 
Books from the GMC Bookstore can get you there and back, summer and winter, and can even help you appreciate nature's beauty a little more along 

the way. Club members receive a 20 percent discount on GMC publications and a 15 percent discount on non-GMC books. 
Title Member Price Non-member Quantity Total 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB PUBLICATIONS 

Long Trail Gidde, 24th edition (Call for Christmas orders) $11.15 $13.95 

Guide Book.of the Long Trail, 23rd Edition, Reprinted, 1992 $7.95 $9.95 

Day Hiker's Guide to Vennont, 3rd Edition, Reprinted, 1992 $7.95 $9.95 

Trail M'!J?..BLMI. Mans.field $3.15 $3.95 

Green Mountain Adventu re, Vennont's Lo~ Trail, Softcover, 1st Edition, R:£_rinted, 1989 $7.95 $9.95 

The Long Trail End-to-Ender's Guide, 1995 Edition $3.15 $3.95 

End-to-End T~ogr~lcal M'!E_ Set of the Long Trail, 1988 Sale $5.00 Sale $5.00 

The Long Trail Coloring Book, 1994 $1.80 $3.00 

NORTHEASTERN TRAIL GUIDES 

AMC White Mountain Gulde, 25th Edition, Appalachl!l.ll Mountain Club $14.40 $16.95 

Appalachian Trail Gulde to Maine, 12th Edition, Maine Appalachian Trail Club $16.95 $19.95 

~lacntan Trail Gulde to New Hampshlre/Vmnont, ~lachian Trail Conference $14.40 $16.95 

Best Hikes With Children in Vennont, New Ham_Ehia and Maine, The Mountaineers $11.00 $12.95 

FffrJ Hikes In Vennont, Bachcounuy Publicatio.ns, 4th Edition, 1990 $10.20 $12.00 
Guide to Adirondack Trails, High Peaks Region, Adirondack Mountain Club $14.40 $16.95 

OUTDOOR RECREATION, NATURE, AND OTHER BOOKS 

Field Guide to the New England Alpine Summits, by Nancy G. Slack and Allison W. Bell $11.00 $12.95 

AMC River Guide: New Han~nirt and Vennont, Appalachian Mountain Club $10.15 $11.95 

Forest and Crag. by Laura and <;:;uy Waterman, Appalachian Mountain Club $29.70 $34.95 

Wlnterwise, A Bac~cher's Gulde, by John Dunn, Adirondack Mountian Club $11.00 $12.95 

Classic Bachcountry Shii~ Best Shi Tours in New England, by David Goodman, AMC $11.00 $12.95 

The NOIS Cookery, National Outdoor Leadership School $7.60 $8.95 

Qasslc Adirondack Shi Tours, Tony Goodwin, ADK $9.30 $10.95 

Vennont Wildlife Viewing Guide, by Cindy Kilgore Brown, Falcon Press $7.45 $8.95 

GMC FLEECE BY VERMONT FLEECE CO. (WI GMC LOGO) pictured, p.18 

Fleece Hat Color: $11.90 $14.00 

Fleece Headband Color: $10.20 $12.00 

Fleece Pullover Color: Size: $60.35 $71.00 

Fleece Jacket Color: Size: $63.75 $75.00 

Fleece Vest Color: Size: $50.15 $59.00 

FOR ALL FLEECE ORDERS: Call for available colors and sizes, (802) 244-7037. 

GMC T-SHIRTS AND HATS! PATCHES, DECALS, ETC. 

GMC Travel Mug $ 3.00 $3.50 

GMC Twill Hat (Light Green, Forest Green, Charcoal, Tan) Color: $11.90 $14.00 

GMC Cloth Patch for sleeve or_E1-ck $1.50 $2.25 

Lo~ Trail Patch $3.25 $4:00 

GMC Decal for car window $.50 $.75 

l ong Trail Decal $.50 $1.25 

Long Trail T-shirt (Slate-Blue or Gray) Color: Size: $16.95 $19.95 

Hikers T -shin - One Color: Ecru Size: $9.95 $12.95 

GMC l.Qgo I-shin (Yellow Lo~ on Forest Green)-Size: $9.95 $12.95 

T-shirt Unisex sizes: S, M, L, XL; T-shirts are 100% cotton. 
SUBTOTAL ---------

Prices subject to change without notice. U.S. funds only, please. 
Please include both your street address and your mailing address for U.P.S. 5% sales tax (VT residents) -----------
SHIP TO (PLEASE PRINT): 

NAME -------------------------------~ 

ADDRESS (STREET AND MAILING)------------------------

CITY _ _ _ _ ____________ _ 
STATE ------- ZIP ___ _ 

Charge to: D Visa D Mastercard ($10 minimum, please) 

Acct. no. _ _ ________________ _ _ _ __ Exp. __ ! __ 

Signature ____________ __________________ _ 

D I am a GMC member. D I would like to become a GMC member. $27.00 annual dues enclosed. 

Mail to: The Green Mountain Club, RRl Box 650, Waterbury Center ''T 05677. 

POSTAGE ---- -----

ANNUAL DUES 

TOTAL ---------

Postage & Handling 
Order under $5.00- $1.50 
Order $5.01 to $20.00 - $3.25 
Order $20.01 to $40.00 - $3.75 
Order $40.01 and over - $4.50 

International orders add $2.00 
(except Canada) 
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BREAD LOAF 
The Bread Loaf Section's annual 

spring wildflower hikes are popu
lar. Last year's hike at Kingsland Bay 
State Park attracted thirty-four 
people, some of whom became 
members. This year's hike to Buck 
Mountain attracted over twenty 
people, many of whom were reluc
tant to leave the spot at the summit 
overlooking the Champlain Valley. 
Bread Loaf Section President Guy 
Wallis' canoe trip on Dead Creek 
took us to a time past. We were 
separated from roads and all other 
signs of the twentieth century. 

Our sectton has planned many 
activities to keep us out of the 
woods during the deer hunting 
season. We have enjoyed trips to 
the Fairbanks Museum in St. Johns
bury, the Montshire Museum of 
Science in Norwich, and the Birds 
of Vermont Museum in Hunting
ton. Two family days were part of 
our latest schedule with trips to 
Shelburne Farms and the Watson
Plunkett Lemon Fair Apple 
Orchard in Orwell. 

We have adjusted our planning 
meeting schedule to the printing 
scheduleoftheI.ongirai!News. We 
hope all sections will make this ad
justment soon. The value of the 
LIN will be enhanced immeasur
ably when this happens. The 
possibilities open to everyone will 
be increased many times and per
haps most importantly, it will make 
it easier for hikers to complete the 
Long Trail. 

-Susan Wallis 

S E C T 0 N N E W S 
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A member of the Volunteer Long Trail Patrol takes a break after 
working on the trail with the Ottauquechee Section. 

LARAWAY 
The Laraway Section thanks Ben 

Davis for his many years and dedi
cation as section president. We 
didn't let him escape completely, 
we made him vice-president! 

Laraway Section outings have 
included exploring some new and 
old areas. We were impressed by a 
visit to Bear Hollow Shelter, built 
and maintained by the Sterling 
Section. We have also explored an 
old stone cow culvert in Walden 
(today's cows wouldn't fit through 
it!), honed up on our tracking skills 
at the Missisquoi Wildlife Refuge, 
and enjoyed a ski to Ritterbush 
Pond. At least one outing always 
ends up at Roundtop Shelter with a 
warm fire and lots to eat. 

When I joined the Laraway 
Section, I was not sure what it or 
any of the GMC sections were 
about. Since then, I have joined 

other sections on their outings, met 
a number of interesting people, and . 
seen many new places. As a new 
member and guest, I have found 
the outings welcoming and 
friendly. One practice that always 
works well is to introduce the 
group at the meeting place. Trip 
leaders deserve a great deal of 
support and credit; they have a 
large responsibility to make a trip 
successful and to encourage poten
tial new members and guests. All of 
the outings I have been on have 
been a credit to the GMC. All GMC 
members, especially the leaders, 
have been conscious of safety and 
respectful of the land and wildlife. 

Many thanks to GMC trip lead
ers for their efforts. They have made 
my outings with them a pleasant 
memory. After all, what would the 
Club be like without trip leaders? 

Take care everyone. 

- Cheryl Vreeland 
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OTIAUQUECHEE 
Among the unsung heroes of our 

section are hard-working volunteers 
who keep our twenty-plus-mile 
section of the Appalachian Trail in 
top shape. One step beyond that was 
a three-man crew of Don Whitney, 
Paul Magoon, and Harry Temple 
who constructed a new outhouse for 
the Stony Brook Shelter. 

Section members hiked Mount 
Mansfield, enjoyed the relative ease 
of Woodstock's Mount Tom and 
Mount Peg, and hiked in the Whites. 

Several long-distance bike trips 
were popular. Art Kissner led a 
group for thirty-five miles from 
Hanover to Orford on the New 
Hampshire side of the Connecticut 
River and back down through Fairlee 
and Thetford, Vermont. Dick 
Broussard led a vigorous fifty-five
mile excursion along the Lake 
Champlain shoreline. Herb Schlosser 
directed a fifty-two-mile swing from 
Thetford to Vershire via Goose Green 
and Bradford. 

Canoeing suffered from the 
drought. One group did manage to 
paddle the Upper Amonoossuc near 
Lancaster, New Hampshire, and 
another plied the small chain of lakes 
near Ludlow known as Pauline, 
Echo, and Rescue. 

Canoeing enthusiasts have vowed 
to have their day in the sun next year. 
That was reflected in a survey of 
members through our newsletter, 
Footnotes, which also showed the 
desire for more potluck suppers and 
slide shows. 

-Ed]aneway 

.A,. SKI .A,.' 
~ the :'Y' 

Catamount Trail! 

BARRE, VT 05641 802-4 79-0565 
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C L U B N 0 T E S 

Bylaw Amendments Highlight Annual Meeting 

Three changes to the GMC Bylaws were 
presented for approval at the annual 
meeting on June 3. These changes 

were part of the recommendations made by 
the Organizational Review Committee. Mem
bers present and voting approved two of the 
amendments and rejected the third, suggesting 
revised language be presented for consider
ation next year. 

The first bylaw amendment to be approved 
revised Article III (3)(b) concerning the 
election of general directors. The bylaw now 
reads: 

General directors - General directors shall 
be elected annually by the voting members present 
at the annual meeting of the corporation. In addi
tion to nominations from the nominating 
committee, any voting member of the corporation 
may petition with twenty-five or more signatures 
to be placed on the ballot and nominations from the 
floor are allowed at the annual meeting. Should a 
general director position become vacant, it shall be 
filled by appointment by the president, subject to 
confirmation by the board of directors,f or the 
remainder of the unexpired term. 

The discussion on changing Article III 
(3)(b) included suggestions that consideration 
be given to a mail ballot so that all GMC 
members have an opportunity to vote for the 
general directors. Further study on the pros 

and cons of a mail ballot was recommended. 
Article VI ( 4) was amended to update and 

clarify the dues remittance schedule for GMC 
Sections. The bylaw now reads: 

Corporate dues - The board of directors of 
the corporation shall establish a dues remittance 
schedule. No changes to the dues remittance sched
ule may be considered at a meeting of the board of 

Reidun and Andrew Nuquist, long-time 
members of the Montpelier Section, were 
awarded an honorary life membership. 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR HIRED 
All those potential volunteers out there who 

never knew quite how to get involved with the 
GMC now have a leader: the Green Mountain 
Club has hired a volunteer coordinator. It took 
some shuffling of job responsibilities, but Sandy 
Tarbutton, whom many of you know as the 

Sandy Tarburton is GMC's 
new volunteer coordinator. 

office and membership assistant, is now coor
dinating GMC's volunteer efforts. Sandy has 
also taken on the membership program. 

Sylvia Plumb, fonner membership and 
publications coordinator, will concentrate on 
public relations and the growing GMC publi
cations program. Kristin Betz is the new office 
assistant/receptionist. Kristin, an avid 
outdoorsperson, spent the summer running 
the Gameroff Hiker Center. Welcome, Kristin. 

As the volunteer coordinator, Sandy hopes 
to strengthen and diversify the GMC's volun
teer programs. The Club has a great deal of 
potential for new projects, but needs volun
teers to implement and support them. Sandy 
will work with staff and committees to 
develop volunteer positions and a pool of 
volunteers to fill them. If you are interested in 
volunteering with the GMC, contact Sandy at 
the GMC office. 

directors unless the subject of a change is listed in 
the call to the meeting. 

Members voting at the annual meeting 
rejected a bylaw change to give the GMC Board 
ofDirectors the authority to amend the Club's 
bylaws by a three-quarters vote of those 
present and voting at a regular meeting of the 
board. The current bylaw requires a unani
mous vote in order for the board to change the 
Club's bylaws. A motion was made under 
other business to have a committee study 
changing the three-quarters of those present 
and voting to three-quarters of all directors. 

Additional highlights of the annual meeting 
included awarding an honorary life 
membership to Reidun and Andrew Nuquist, 
long-time members of the Montpelier Section. 
Both Andrew and Reidun have played active 
roles with the Green Mountain Club. Until 
recently, Andrew served on the board of 
directors while Reidun acted as president of 
the Montpelier Section. They are often found 
leading hikes and canoe outings, and main
taining trails. Reidun has been the book review 
editor for The Lnng Trail News for many years. 

The Nominating Committee's slate of 
nominations for general directors was pre
sented by committee chair Kimball Simpson. 
The committee's slate elected as presented: 
Allen Jacobs (newly elected), Robert Northrop 

(newly elected), Brian T. Fitzgerald 
(elected to additional tenn), Bill 
Morison (elected to additional tenn). 

GMC President Paul Hannan 
recognized outgoing directors Polly 
Schoning and Al Prudhomme and 
thanked them for their years of service 
to the GMC. Hannan also recognized 
and thanked Herb Ogden.Jr., for his 
detailed record keeping during his 
tenn as Club secretary. 

Other business covered during the 
annual meeting included: Treasurer 
Brenda Clarkson's year-end financial 
report (see annual report); a report 
from Allen Jacobs, chair of the Organi
zational Review Committee, on the 
committee's work and resulting bylaw 
changes; and a report from Angelo 
Incerpi of the Vennont Department of 
Fish and Wildlife who presented 
members with infonnation on a 
proposal to levy a surcharge tax on 
camping and outdoor gear to be used 
for wildlife habitat enhancement and 
protection. 
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C L U B N 0 T E S 

Board of Directors Elect New Officers 
June 3 Meeting 

The GMC Board ofDirectors elected the fol
lowing officers for the 1995-1996 tenn: Paul 
Hannan, president; Rolf Anderson, vice-presi
dent; Marty Lawthers, secretary; and Brenda 
Clarkson, treasurer. 

A resolution thanking Herb Ogden,Jr. of the 
Killington Section for serving the Club as secre
tary since 1991 was unanimously passed. Special 
note was made of the detailed and accurate 
records Herb kept for annual meetings, directors 
meetings, and Executive Committee meetings. 

The Membership Committee recommended a 
new policy regarding the use of the GMC mailing 
list. The policy covers both internal and external 
use of the list. For internal use, any GMC mem
ber may obtain GM C's mailing list upon the 
approval of the executive director. A mailing 
could be for purposes such as inviting members 
from a geographic region or from another section 
to help with a special project, to subscribe to a 
section newsletter, or to attend a special event. 
The mailing cannot be used for direct solicitation 
for section membership. GM C's mailing list may 
be exchanged with other organizations in order 
to strengthen and expand GMC's membership 
base. Exchanges shall require the approval of the 
executive director. The list shall not be sold with
out the approval of the board or the Executive 
Committee. The Club has never sold its 
membership list and there are no plans to do so. 

September 23 Meeting 
The Headquarters Committee, chaired by Jeff 

Schoellkopf, presented a preliminary long-range 
plan for the Club's facilities in Waterbury Center. 
The committee spent the past year gathering data 
and feedback on issues relating to improvement 
and development of the buildings and grounds. 
Highlights of the plan include: a new entrance on 
Route 100 to improve safety and motorist sight 
distances; enlarging the meeting area in the main 
barn; moving the Gameroff Hiker Center to an 
addition attached to the back of the main barn to 
improve infonnation services and take advantage 
of the mountain vistas off the west side of the 
property; renovation of the silo to serve as an 
observation tower; stabilization and improve
ments to the north barn (which dates back to the 
late 1700s); and attaching the office building to 
the main barn to expand office space and im
prove the appearance of the current structures. 
Improvements would be completed in phases 
over a period of years. The board gave a unani-

mous vote of confidence to the committee for the 
preliminary plan and recommended that details 
such as cost estimates and pennit requirements 
now be researched. 

The Organizational Review Committee made 
its final report to the board, summarizing nearly 
three years of work. Committee Chair Allen 
Jacobs reviewed the more than thirty-five bylaw 
changes that have been made and discussed a list 
of committee policy recommendations and 
resolutions. The board recommended that a 
committee be charged with developing a plan for 
using a mail ballot to elect general directors. The 
board also recommended a bylaw change go to 
the membership at the next annual meeting 
revising the board's ability to amend the bylaws. 

The board of directors adopted a new section 
dues remittance schedule. Each section shall an
nually remit to the corporation its corporate 
dues, based on the number and classification of 
its members on the last day of the section's fiscal 
year. The dues shall be paid to the corporation 
within thirty days of the close of the fiscal year for 
the section. 

The board approved a recommendation from 
the Land Protection Committee to scale back the 
elements of federal legislation for Long Trail 
protection adopted in September, 1994. Future 
actions regarding federal legislation remain 
uncertain. The changes to the federal legislation 
package were recommended in order to 
minimize some of the concerns about eminent 
domain authority and the role of the federal 
government. 

Discussion continued on the pros and cons of 
unifonn dues for all members of the GMC-sec
tion and at-large. The Membership Committee 
has recommended that the Club move to a 
unifonn dues schedule to eliminate confusion 
among prospective members. Some section 
directors have expressed concerns that unifonn 
dues will increase their dues to a point where 
they will lose members. Other directors argue 
that the only fair action is for all members to pay 
the same dues. 

The next board of directors meeting will be 
Saturday.January 20, 1996 at the GMC head
quarters in Waterbury Center. 

EDUCATION PROGRAM UNDERWAY 

The GMC formalized its education pro
gram in late June with the hiring of an 

education coordinator, Karen Sharpwolf. 
Karen, a native of Burlington, Vermont and a 
graduate of the University of Vennont, joins 
us after working for The Mountaineers in 
Seattle, Washington. Karen's work has already 
begun to generate interest in GMC's outreach 
efforts. 

After meeting with the newly appointed 
Education Committee, Karen spent her first 
weeks outlining goals for the program and re
searching educational facilities and programs 
throughout the region. She also attended a 
four-day workshop for environmental educa
tors. One of Karen's immediate goals is to 
develop displays for the Gameroff Hiker Cen
ter. Karen has been working with members of 
the GMC staff to create displays about the 
Long Trail Protection Campaign, the Green 
Mountain Club, and the Long Trail. She also 
organized two educational hikes: "A Walk 
through the Ecosystems of Mount Mansfield" 
and a "Migrating Hawk Watch." The fourth 
annual James P. Taylor Winter Series is also in 
place thanks to Karen's work (see page 7). 

Some of the Education Committee's 
long-range plans include developing cur
riculum for schools and a map center for 
the Hiker Center. Currently the education 
coordinator position is funded through a 
major gift of the Sporting Goods Manufac
turers Association. There is a strong 
demand and potential for this program. 
To learn more about GMC's educational 
efforts, contact Karen at the GMC office. 

Karen Sharpwolfjoins the GMC 
as the education coordinator. 
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GMC CALENDA R OF EVENTS 

DECEMBER 

12/2: Buck Mountain Hike. Bread 
Loaf Section. Anita Duclos, 
(802) 545-2585. 

12/2: Hike Mount Mansfield via 
Toll Road. Montpelier Section. 
Nancy Schulz, (802) 223-7035. 

12/2: Bear Habitat Walk, 
Wilmington, Vermont. 
Ottauquechee Section. 
Don Whitney, (802) 886-2863. 

12/3: Hike Mount Hunger. 
Burlington Section. Dot Myer, 
(802) 863-2433. 

12/3: Mystery Hike. Killington 
Section. Sue Thomas, 
(802) 773-2185. 

12/6: Planning Meeting. Bread Loaf 
Section. Janet Miller, 
(802) 388-3312. 

12/9: Honey Hollow Snowshoe/ 
Hike. Montpelier Section. Dave 
Morse, (802) 223-7126. 

12/10: Leader's Choice Hike/ 
Snowshoe/Ski, or Cookie Bake. 
Bennington Section. Martha 
Stitelman, (802) 442-0864. 

12/10: Cross-Country Warmup and 
Backcountry Waxing. Burlington 
Section. Clinic on backcountry 
skiing and waxing at Bolton Valley 
Nordic Center. Clem Holden, 
(802)862-3100. 

12/10: Corbin Park Dirt Bike Trip. 
Ottauquechee Section. Harry 
Temple, (802) 263-5748. 

12/16: Cross-Country Ski/Hike 
to Voter Overlook. 
Bread Loaf Section. Anne Hoover, 
(802) 388-2001. 

12/16: Cross-Country Ski/ 
Snowshoe/Hike to Corliss 
Camp. Christmas/Hanukkah 
outing. Montpelier Section. 
Andrew and Reidun Nuquist, 
(802) 223-3550. 

12/17: Moderate Hike. Burlington 
Section. Dot Myer, (802) 863-2433. 

12/17: Beyond Bellevue Avenue, 
Rutland. Killington Section. Bernie 
Donahue, (802) 773-7462. 

12/17: Hike/Snowshoe to 
Montclair Glen Lodge. Montpelier 
Section. Michael Chernick, 
(802) 223-0918. 

12/17: Hanover Golf Course 
Cross-Country Ski. Ottauquechee 
Section. Bill MacDonald, (603) 
448-6434. If no snow, we will hike 
the Velvet Rocks section of the AT. 

12/30: New Year's Potluck at 
Corliss Camp. Laraway Section. 
Cheryl Vreeland, (802) 644-2120, or 
Connie Plunkett, (802) 893-6663. 

12/30: Mystery Hike. 
Killington Section.Jerry Parker, 
(802) 775-6208. 

JANUARY 1996 

1/3: Moonlight Cross-Country Ski, 
Robert Frost Interpretive Trail. 
Bread Loaf Section. Dave Scott, 
(802) 453-2998. 

1/6: Cross-Country Ski, Rikert 
Ski Touring Center. 
Bread Loaf Section. Jack Burbank, 
(802) 247-0152. 

1/6: Moonlight Meander, 
Shrewsbury. Killington Section. 
Herb Ogden, Jr., (802) 775-1350. 

1/6: Cross-Country Ski/Snowshoe 
to Beaver Meadow Lodge. 
Chilli party. Possible overnight. 
Peter Downey, (802) 223-3376. 

1/13: Wallingford Cross-Country 
Ski. Killington Section. 
Rob and Sue Carey, (802) 446-2830. 

1/13: Cross-Country Ski/ 
Snowshoe Hike. Laraway Section. 
Cheryl Vreeland, (802) 644-2120. 

1/13: Snowshoe, Stowe Pinnacle. 
Montpelier Section. Nancy Schulz, 
(802) 223-7035. 

The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 
Route 100, RR 1Box650 
Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 

w . 
~(j'> Pnnted on Recycled Paper 

1/20: GMC Board of Directors 
Meeting. 9:30 am at Club 
headquarters in Waterbury Center. 

1/20: Bingo Brook Trail Cross
Country Ski. Killington Section. 
Herb Ogden, Jr., (802) 775-1350. 

1/20: Snowshoe Mystery Hike. 
Montpelier Section. Duncan Wilkie, 
(802) 223-3616. 

1/21: Cross-Country Ski. Bread Loaf . 
Section. Ella Johnson, (802) 759-2406. : 

1/21: Cross-Country Ski Bolton to 
Waterbury Resevoir Dam. 
Montpelier Section. Cindy and Bob 
Llndemann, (802) 229-2062. 

: 1/27: Mystery Cross-Country Ski. 
· Montpelier Section. Harlan and 

Esther Farnsworth, (802) 223-2240. 
: 1/28: Cross-Country Ski to Trapp 
· Touring Center. Montpelier 

Section. Nancy Schulz, 
(802) 223-7035. 

FEBRUARY 

: 2/1 : Moonlight Cross-Country Ski, 

2/10: Hike/Snowshoe Grandpa's 
Knob. Bread Loaf Section. Gordon 
and Helen Cawood, (602) 3524310. 

2/11: Cross-Country Ski, Mount 
Mansfield Touring Center. 
Montpelier Section. Trail fee. Nancy 
Schulz, (802) 223-7035. 

2/17: Ski Lake Champlain or 
Missisquoi Reserve. Laraway 
Section. Bob Corliss, (802) 524-4461. 

2/17 & 18:Cross-Country Ski 
Pemigewasset Wilderness to 
AMC Hostel in Crawford Notch. 
Montpelier Section. Reservations 
and deposit required. Peter Downey, 
(802) 223-3376. 

2/18: Snowshoe to Taylor Lodge. 
Montpelier Section. Michael 
Chernick, (802) 223-0918. 

2/24: GMC Snowshoe Festival. 
Green Mountain Club headquarters. 
See more info on page 7, or call 
GMC at (802) 244-7037. 

GMC Board Meetings 
· Berlin. Montpelier Section. Andrew : January 20: GMC headquarters, 

and Reidun Nuquist, (802) 223-3550. · Waterbury Center, 9:30 AM. 

'. 2/1: Moonlight Cross-Country Ski, . March 30: GMC headquarters, 
Robert Frost Interpretive Trail. Waterbury Center, 9:30 AM. 
Bread Loaf Section. Dave Scott, 
(802) 453-2998. 

: 2/3: Snowshoe to Skyline Lodge. 
· Montpelier Section. Cindy and Bob 

Lindemann, (802) 229-2062. 
; 2/4: Cross-Country Ski, Calais. 

Montpelier Section. Joan Heller & 
. Betty Moskowitz, (802) 223-1874. 
: 2/10: Cross-Country Ski, 
· Craftsbury Ski Center. Montpelier 

Section.Trail fee. Dave Morse, 
(802) 223-7126. 

; 2/10: Keeping Track©: Animal 
Tracking Workshop. 9:00A.M. to 
5:00 f.M. Fee: S20 per person. 
Llmit of fifteen. To preregister, call 
Karen Sharpwolf at the GMC at 
(802) 244-7037. See details on page 3. 

June 8: Location to be announced. 

DON'T MISS THE 
JAMES P. TAYLOR 
WINTER SERIES 

See page 7. 
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