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PROGRESS!! 
FIRST LONG TRAIL PROPERTIES 

PROTECTED 
$120,000 GRANT FROM VERMONT 

HOUSING AND CONSERVATION 
TRUST FUND 

VERMONT CHAPTER OF NATURE 
CONSERVANCY PLA VS VITAL ROLE 
The GMC has made its first purchases of Long Trail properties, thanks to the assistance 

of the Vermont Chapter of the Nature Conservancy and a $120, 000 grant from the Ver
mont Housing and Conservation Trust Fund. A 117-acre parcel of land in Jay has been 
purchased, which protects the northernmost segment of the Long Trail; and a 1,946 acre 
parcel in the town of Lowell protects more than three miles of the Trail. 

RIENDEAU TRACT 
Th Riencl au prop -ny is al 1 7-a re tra t ofland in Lh t wn 

. fJay . Tb north rnm st 1.2 mile ft h L ngTrail parall. I 
its we tern b?undary , fo r the most p rt on th prop rty. In 
August th· R 1endeaus, who Li v in onnecticut, contacted the 
Ver:i~ nt Chapt r of The Nature Conservancy (T ) to find 

ul ti th r w re any int re tin buying this pi c · of land. h 
Natur on rvancy, in turn, onta t cl th Club to find ul 
if the property were vital to the Long T rail. 

(Cont' on page 12) 

MELTZER PROPERTY 
With acld iti nal major assistanc frc m 1h V rmont hapt r 

of th atur ons rvan -y and a grant of 120,000 from the 
V rmontI ousingand on· rvation rust1•u nd,the lubwiJI 
purchase a l 946 acre tract of land whi b include more Lhan 
three miles of th L ng Trail · th F rester's Trail; th· frank 
P . L rail; th · summits or B lvider Mn., '] il l - ts n Pea k and 
H aystack M tn .; Lockwood Pond ; and Tillotson Camp! A ma
jor acquisition, indeed !! 

(Cont' on page 13) 
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NOTICES & REMINDERS 

STAFF CHANGES 

Mary D a · u has resigned from her po i
tion as executive a. isrant. he is now d v ting 
all h r tim t a n w coop rative business 
located in Monlp lier and special i?.ing in com
puter !isl management and maintenance, 
media I publicity services, event and con
ference planning, and desktop publishing. She 
will be or ly missed, and we wish her the best 
of luck! 

Sue Lester, who served as Field Assistant 
this past summer a nd fall, will stay on through 
th winter in a part time capacity. Her qui I 
mann rand teady comp tenc are invaluabl 
to the Club. 

Omission from August issue The Long 
Trail News: 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

William Breininger 

Donald J. Harty 

O.W. Lacy 

Richard Sargent 

Douglas F. Thompson 

Christopher Van Hollen 

AT LARGE DIRECTOR, Kate Donaghue GIFTS 
17 Gary Circle 
Westboro, MA 

01581 

(Term expires 1989, eligible for re-election) 

WANTED! VOLUNTEER ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE 

LONG TRAIL NEWS 

To conta I prospective businesses in your 
area with a Servi or pr du I of interest to 
our members. 
Please call or write GMC office. Thank you. 

DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOP
PING AT THE GMC BOOK 
STORE. SUPPORT THE CLUB 
AND GET QUALITY PUBLICA
TIONS AT DISCOUNTED 
PRICES! 

SECOND ANNUAL 

CATAMOUNT TRAIL 
END-to-END RELAY 

FEBRUARY 21 - MARCH 14, 1988 

everal legs of the relay ar still in n d of 
ski 1Js . All cro c untry skier's are welcome 
to ski a day r rnor ·! For further information 
conta t: T he Catamount Trail Association, 
P .O . B x 897, Burlington, Vt. 05402 802/ 
864-5 794. 

Thank you to Jan Collins and Stu Kane for 
an unsolicited gift of $200.00. 

MATCHING GIFTS 

Kenneth L ach - Digital Equipment 
Corporation $200.00 

Steven Murtagh - Digital Equipment 
Corporation $100.00 

James G. MacGowan, Jr. - New England 
Telephone $ 50.00 

Memorial Gifts 
to the Long Trail 

Protection Fund were 
made by: 

Breadloaf Section, in memory of 
John Holmes 

Mrs. Maxine Griffith, in memory of 
Frank & Mae Post 

Mrs. Beatrice Goodride, in memory 
of Basil Goodridge 

Mrs . Marion Thorpe, in memory of 
Janice Byington 
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INFORMATION ABOUT 
VERMONT WATERS 

NEEDED 

The Vermont Department of En
vironmental Conservation is seeking in
formation on the quality of Vermont's 
surface waters for a statewide assess
ment ofnonpoint source pollution. The 
assessment is funded by a grant from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Nonpoint source pollutants are dis
charges into waters that don't come out 
of a pipe. Some examples are: 

Soil erosion and uncontrolled 
stormwater runoff 
Nutrient and fertilizer runoff 
Filling or draining watercourses 

- Effiuent from septic systems, land
fills, spray irrigation systems, and 
agricultural operations 

- Acid rain and other atmospheric 
pollutants 

- Toxic substances 
- Thermal discharges that change 

the temperature of a waterbody 
- Dams that create low flow condi

tions downstream 
- Nuisance aquatic plants 

The nonpoint source assessment 
team would like to interview individuals 
with information about their local 
waters. They will ask whether the 
stream, river, pond or lake is swim
mable and fishable, whether a nonpoint 
source discharge was observed and what 
effect the discharge has had on water 
quality . 

Interviews are not restricted to water 
resources experts! Anyone who is 
familiar with a waterbody and has some 
personal observations to contribute 
on nonpoint source pollutants is en
couraged to contact either Rose Paul or 
Rick Hopkins at the Division of Water 
Quality, Department of Environmen
tal Conservation, 10 North Building, 
103 South Main Street, Waterbury , 
Vermont 05676, or call (802) 244-6951. 

Your help in improving Vermont's 
water quality is appreciated. 
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THE A YH OUTDOOR 
FOOD BOOK 

Produced by the Pittsburgh Council, 
American Youth Hostels. 

This handy 144-page 6" x 9" Paperback was 
compiled from the recipes, innovations, 
menus and suggestions of A YH's experi
enced trip leaders. 

Sections on breakfast, lunch and snacks, 
soups and drinks, supper, dessert, and special 
breads, are full of recipes for outdoor trips . 
Chapters on gadgets that save time , weight 
or fuel are introduced early in the book, while 
its appendix details food-drying and bean
sprouting techniques . Travelers will ap
preciate the stove data and lists of suggested 
supermarket foods by brand name. Novice 
cooks, as well as, seasoned chefs, who are new 
to outdoor cooking will find recipes easy to 
use. Besides listing suggested utensils, the 
recipes describe the at-home premeasuring 
and prebagging steps along with in-camp food 
preparation. 

The book is available for only $3.00 per 
copy, plus .18 cents sales tax for PA residents . 
Individual mail orders should add . 72 cents 
postage and handling. Group I dealer orders 
of $50.00 or more receive a Vs discount and 
free shipping. Orders should be sent to: 

AYH BOOKS 
7303 REYNOLDS STREET 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15208 

Sale Proceeds Benefit Hostel Development 

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor: 

I attended Intersectional for the first time 
in 5 years. I thoroughly enjoyed seeing old 
friends and the opportunity to make new ones 
in the GMC. 

Many thanks to the Club, and to Barb and 
Doug James who were so hospitable. 

Sincerely, 
Helen Molloy 
Connecticut Section 

Dear Cleo: 

I like the excellent map you published in 
The Long Trail News on the temporary reloca
tion of the LT in the Jonesville area . It is an 
excellent response to the objection by Greg 
Pozerski in the Letters to the Editor . Please 
continue to include map sections when ever 
appropriate. 

Dear GMC, 

Sincerely, 
Al Stiles 

My most recent hike was too good to keep 
all to myselfl 

Since my middle and third sons became 
too busy to hike with me, I have had in
creasing difficulty in finding a hiking partner, 
but no decrease in my desire to complete the 
northern third of the LT by day hikes . So, 
on September 29, 1987 I took my first solo 
hike on the LT, and it was great! 

I began at Hazen's Notch where my sister
in-law left me at 9 a.m. I found the climb 
up Haystack steep, but I enjoyed looking 
back at the views which were more plentiful 
than I had expected. Three and one-half hours 
after starting I reached Tillotson Camp and 
stopped for a half hour. In another one and 
one-half hours I reached Belvidere Saddle. An 
additional ten minutes climb took me to the 
summit. Unfortunately, haze dimmed the 
spectacular views and brilliant colors. Still, 
I enjoyed an hour there eating my late lunch, 
relaxing, and looking at the northern moun
tains I have yet to climb. Refreshed, I started 
downward toward Rt. 118 which I reached 
exactly eight hours and four minutes after 
leaving Hazen's Notch. 

The Trail all the way was excellent. All 
GMC members who help maintain it deserve 
much credit and thanks! My only suggestions 
are: 1) at Tillotson Camp a good arrow point
ing to LT south (this is confusing because the 
Trail actually starts northward before hook
ing to the south); 2) at the highest points of 
the LT on Haystack, Tillotson, and other 
mountains, I would like to see a simple sign 
identifying the peak, and possibly, giving 
mileage to the next mountain top . 

As I look back, I recall a wonderful day! 
Along the way I had seen, or heard, a total 
of ten partridges. On the north side of 
Belvidere Mt. I saw tracks of a moose that 
had walked northward on the Trail in some 
places. All day the fragrance of autumn leaves 
at 1 wer levels and balsam evergreens at high 
el · a tions was delightful. 

The next day my calf and thigh muscles 
were rather tight, but I guess a mother, in her 
fifti es , who takes only one long hike a year, 
has to exp ct a little lameness! 

Sincerely, 
Alice R. Cappetelli 
Broad Brook, CT 
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SECTION NEWS 
PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

Our 1987 Membership list consists of 96, 
including several new members. 

We have had quite a busy year. The stove 
pipe had to be replaced at Congdon Camp, 
Earl Williams put a new roof on the Seth 
Warner primitive camp site latrine, the Forest 
Service supplied us with puncheon material 
north of Seth Warner Shelter, New signs have 
been placed in both Seth Warner Shelter and 
Congdon Camp, made on waterproof paper 
with waterproof ink. 

We have had good turnouts on hikes. The 
Clam Chowder Hike in January was can
celled due to inclement weather. 

Two of our active couples moved away 
from this region - Gil and Rena Myrick 
moved to Milbridge, Maine permanently but 
have returned for work parties, Denny and 
Ginger Boynton and daughter Mandy were 
located in Texas for eight months but have 
returned to their home in Amherst. Bill 
Tennett of the Burlington area has rejoined 
our Section and comes to work parties. 

The Boyntons held their annual backyard 
barbecue September 19. Nineteen members 
and eleven guests attended. The barbecue was 
outside the house, but due to light rain, all 
ate inside. A lady who was hiking the Long 
Trail, from Alberta, Canada, stayed with the 
Williams for a few days. She accompanied 
them to the barbecue. She has traveled all over 
the world, and was very interesting to con
verse with. 

This reporter attended the GMC Intersec
tional held in August at Camp Thorpe in 
Goshen, Vermont for a few days. At least 
seventeen PVS members attended at that 
time. We thank fellow PVS members Doug 
and Barbara James for doing such a superb 
job in their conducting and planning of the 
lntersectional. 

Dorothy B. Knight 
L TN Reporter 

ST.ALBANS SECTION 

The Section has be n busy with many trail 
and shelter projects, well attended hikes, and 
other on and off-trail act ivities and get
togethers. We have aimed many of our efforts 
at attracting n w members and educating trail 
users on our stretch of the LT. 

A new bulletin board and register sign-in 
now greets hikers on the L ng Trail south of 
Rt. 118. The register is a first step toward get
ting a handle on trail use in northern Ver
mont. So far, plenty of folks are signing in. 
Another project has b en the installation of 
about 20 new routed and painted wooden 
directional signs at trailheads and 
destinations. 

Of note is our go ahead to reopen the Big 
Muddy Trail, an old trail/road pre-dating 
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MANCHESTER SECTION 

Greetings from a new Section! A 
meeting was held by interim officers 
on Thursday, October 1, in prepara
tion for reactivating the Manchester 
Section. Harry Peet, GMC Execu
tive Director, was gracious enough 
to join us, so as to head us in the right 
direction pertaining to bylaws, 
recognition as a Section, member
ship rates, responsibilities, etc. 

We are all enthused about becom
ing an integral part of the Green 
Mountain Club, and invite anyone 
who would like to become part of our 
Section to please contact Jory 
Diehlmann, President, at (802) 
824-8111. Membership dues will be 
$5.00 (individual or family) effective 
November 1, 1987 through April 30, 
1988. 

route 118. Johnson State College has given 
the Section a green light to clear and upgrade 
the treadway of the Big Muddy Trail where 
it crosses the Babcock Nature Preserve. About 
one mile of the trail will become a spur trail 
off the Long Trail (starting about 0.4 miles 
north of Ritterbush Camp.) 

Because landowner approval for the con
tinuation of the Big Muddy Tr. out to Rt. 118 
is pending, for the time being we will go no 
further than Big Muddy Pond, and will work 
with the College to develop a loop hike around 
the Pond. We will be reopening the Big Mud
dy Tr. this fall, so if you are heading in to 
Devil's Gulch, be sure to check out this newest 
addition to the Long Trail System. 

Fall Walk-Through was tended to by Trail 
Adopters and Section volunteers with two 
walk-through weekends. We hope our 24 plus 
miles of trails, from Rt. 15 south of Prospect 
Rock to Rt. 118 north of Devil's Gulch, will 
be in good shape to channel next year's heavy 
spring runoff. We are using lots of drainage 
dips to get the water off and away from the 
trail. Try them - they're easy to install and 
last well into summer if tended again in the 
spring. (Check out the GMC Walk-Through 
Manual for instructions on building and main
taining drainage dips.) 

As of November 1, 1987 the St. Albans Sec
tion is using a half year membership to attract 
new members in the off-season. Membership 
dues are half the yearly rate. We have also 
instituted a gift membership category, which 
has gained us a few new members. 

Thanks to Jack Bennett, St. Albans Sec
tion Activities Chairman, we have a full slate 

of activities to carry us through to mid
February . Of special note are theJanuary 2, 
1988 ski or snowshoe into Parker Camp on 
the Davis Neighborhood Tr. for a chili lunch; 
and on January 24th the Section is sponsor
ing a cro.ss-cou!ltry ski. outing to Hazen's 
Notch Ski T~unng Center in Montgomery, 
V l. The tou nng center has offered to give Sec
tion members and guests a reduced fee for a 
day of skiing on their wide variety of trails. 
Please join us. For information call Jack Ben
nett at 326-4107 or Ben Davis at 655-4669. 

See you on the trail! 
Ben Davis, President, 
St. Albans Section, GMC 

BENNINGTON SECTION 

Our summer schedule was light, partly 
because of vacations and partly because of 
cancellations of a couple of trips because of 
leader obligations. Nevertheless, many of us 
enjoyed hiking on our own, and Paul Austin 
led an enthusiastic group of eight north to the 
top of Mt. Abraham. We also had local trips 
to Lye Brook Falls and Little Rock Pond, and 
Harry Spetla took a "group" of one to Prospect 
Mt., near Lake George, on a steamy July day. 

The brush of fall's brilliant palette was 
viewed by the dozen hikers who followed 
Andy Castle to the top of Stratton Mt. in late 
September. 

We all wish well to Dianne Burgess, our 
departing pr ident, who will marry in Oc
tob rand mov to the Sunapee-N w London 
area of New Hampshire in November. 

Linda Tilgner, 
reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 

The Board has been busy with leadership 
matters, holding a special meeting in August 
to discuss the presidential vacancy created by 
Betty Fenner's move to Chicago. In ac
cordance with the bylaws, vice-president Isaac 
Freedman agreed to assume the Section 
presidency until the next scheduled election 
in 1988. The v-p position remains vacant, but 
new member Al Zwick has replaced Isaac as 
chairman of the Camp Thendara Commit
tee. Al is well qualified for this important job, 
and in fact had already helped out with the 
water line and other Thendara maintenance 
matters even before becoming a member. His 
first "official" assignment is to oversee the in
terior electrical work at camp. Once those are 
finished, the major renovations will be 
complete. 

By the way, if you haven't been to Camp 
Thendara lately, you'll be impressed by the 
smooth new blacktop driveway that stretches 
clear from the gate to the lodge. It will un-

Long Trail News November 1987 



doubtedly make Winter visits much easier. 
Speaking of Winter outings, committee co

chair Helga V emon is organizing a new cross
coun try I snowshoe hiking weekend for 
January 23-24. GMCers will join the Catskill 
4000' hiking club at the Alpine Inn in Frost 
Valley, where the snow always seems to be 
good. This is in addition to our annual (and 
always popular) Straus House weekend on the 
third weekend in March. Details will be in the 
Winter bulletin, but mark your calendars 
now. 

OTTAUQUECHEE SECTION 

Variety was on the menu of e tion outings 
during the su mmer months. A ro tation of 
act iviti · from climbing to canoeing and 
bicycling was gear d to ·uit v ry tas te. 

In th d g days of July Paul Mago n 1 d 
a band of 13 up It. Abraham in sweltering 
h al, and Bryan Dungan l d a 10-mil hik 
on th Long Trail from Appalachian ap Lo 
Mt. Ellen. 

Paul's penchant for exploration of the 

Bread Loaf Section at new Skyline Lodge. (Photo by Russ Eastwood) 

Hiking picked up in the Fall, and som of 
our avid hikers such as Margie Hudgens 
noted that the busy Harriman trails seem to 
be very clean. People are picking up litter, etc. 
without prompting, so the message sent by 
conscientious hikers must be getting through. 

Our section is responsible for maintaining 
the Hewitt-Butler Trail in New Jersey. 
Maintenance chairman John Witherspoon 
says it's been quite a job, a a reservoir is b -
ing built in the area. Until the drained area 
is filled it is a mecca for dumpers and trail 
bikers. John worked with Stat personnel o 
get a chain gate that ha · impeded the dump· 
ing. His ITorts, and tho of volunteer , g 
on almost year-round. Qohn has shar d some 
interesting observations about the process that 
I'll share with you when space permits in the 
next issue.) 

Election of officers will be here before you 
know it. Thanks to new members Nancy and 
Jim Boros who, with Rita Blake, cam for
ward to handle the details of this important 
process. The rest is up to you - please make 
sure to vote. 

Marian Calabro 
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unusual always includes a visit to an old mine 
site. This time, it was a mica mine in New 
Hampshire, while previous expeditions have 
included a gold mine near Bridgewater, VT 
and a garnet mine. 

Using his new status as a retiree to good 
advantage, Paul also led a canoe trip from 
Strafford, N .H. to Guildhall, Vt. on a serpen· 
tine stretch of the Connecticut River. 

Other canoe outings included a seven canoe 
and one rubber raft flotilla on Grafton Pond 
in New Hampshire, one of the exclusive 
habitats for the loons in the Granite State. 

Another birding highlight was an expedi
tion into the Dead Creek Waterfowl Area near 
Lake Champlain. Canoeists were rewarded 
with spectacular sights of hundreds of Canada 
Geese winging and honking their way South 
in every conceivable flight pattern. There were 
also several Great Blue Herons observed in 
the waters . This correspondent led this trip, 
because he had remembered exceptionally 
good sightings of the geese on their north
ward trek on an early April expedition once 
with the Montpelier Section . But he would 
caution future groups using this area to be sure 

and check with the State Fish and Wildlife 
Biologist about water levels and pul in and 
take out p ints al ng Lhi uniqu str l h of 
water and cattails b fore em barking. Thcr 
is a substantial difference between seasonal 
levels and conditions! 

When it comes to biking few could match 
long and lanky HruTy T ' mple of P rkin viii 
who led a "Century" outing in ugust with 
the goal of doing 100 mil ·s. He actuaJly w nt 
106: "the best I've ever done," he ay. whi h 
took him from White River Junction to Brad
ford, Barre and back on Route 14. He was 
joined by two other cction members, Ken 
and Debbie Hat h of Hartland who went from 
White River to Bethel and Barnard on a 
70-mile loop . "No m ·an feat onsidering the 
hills in vol >d." said H any. horter trips w l " 

nj y d by others: a 35-milt:r led by K n 
Hatch in the Hartland-Woodsto k area, whil 
torrential rains did their number on several 
outings plann ,cl for eptemb ·. Phil Wood
bury and laude Jan way mad' a fog en
shroud ·d ascent of Camel's Hump. 

Membership is skyro k ting in the Section. 
Treasurer Preston Bristow report 182 dues 
payers-about triple in four y ars. 

Ed Janeway 
Section Reporter 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
TO WINTER TRAIL USERS 

Winter is a time of suspended waste 
decomposition . Human fecal wastes left 
on or in the snow break down slowly. 
Some breakdown from the sun occurs, 
but wastes left in deep snowholes will 
emerge in the late season. When the 
snow melts, human wastes may direct
ly enter surfa e water. Spring runoff 
contamination potential is highest 
where overnight shelters are sited 
adjacent to water supplies. 

Unthinking hikers may inadvertantly 
pollute traditional water sources hidden 
under the snow. At any time of the year, 
this water might be the only water on 
the trail for miles! 

Outhouse facilities should be used 
where provided. Encourage others to 
use outhouses as well by digging snow 
away from outhouses when you visit 
shelters in the winter. 

Where outhouses are not available, 
pick a.flat area away from drainages, 
and well away from trail or shelter water 
supplies . 

Please use common sense to 
safeguard Vermont's upland waters at 
all times of the year. 
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1987 FIELD SEASON SUMMARY by Ray Auger and Sue Lester 

Unlike the 1986 field season which had 
several field positions left unfilled, 1987 had 
(with one exception) a full er w of21 field per
sonnel, none of whom left early. Part of the 
reason can be attributed to the Club's ex
panded recruitment eftort . Over twenty area 
colleges, several major N w England and New 
York Universities and two nationwide en
vi.ronmentaJ newsletter received a G MC job 
announcement packeL As a result, 118 in
quiries were r ceived with over 50 personal 
interviews resulting. The Club therefore had 
an excellent pool from which to choose their 
11 Caretakers, 6 Ranger-Naturalists and 5 
Long Trail Patrol crew members. Several 
returning employees were among the ex
perienced personnel hired. 

The Club was very fortunate to have five 
year veteran Sue Lester return. When Ben 
Davis left the Club as Northern Field Assis
tant in 1986 and Ray Auger transferred as 
Southern Field As istant to become overall 
Field Supervisor, it was recognized that at 
least a seasonal Field Assistant would be 
needed to supervise day to clay a tivities of 
our fi Id personnel. Sue ably filled these shoes, 
spending the bulk of her time in nonhern Ver
mont running operations on Camel's Hump 
and Mt. Mansfield. In addition, she assisted 
several Section work parties, worked with 
volunteers and helped Ray Auger with tat 
of Vermont Forests Parks & Recreation 
Department matters and with assorted 
correspondence. 

Field Supervisor Ray Auger was kept busy 
with corre pondence in th Montpelier ofti e, 
runniqg field operations in southern Ver
mont, and working on a vari ty of projects 
with the U.S. Forest Servic , Appalachian 
Trail Conference, State of Vermont, GMC 
Sections and volunteers. 

Field Personnel 

Caretakers in southern Vermonr per
formed routine maintenance on do e to fifty 
miles of the Long Trail System in addition 
to their educational duties. Overnight use in
creased somewhat from the very wet 1986 
eason., while day use seems to have greatly 

increased (data is still being compiled). The 
highlights of the season for our southern 
Caretakers were their numerous wildlife 
sightings. Stu Kan at Stratton spotted a total 
of eight moose along with beaver, ospr y, 
loon mink and deer. Todd Gilbreath at Grif
fith Lake saw four moose and had bear and 
two bobcat kittens spotted nearby. 

Even though for the mo t part, Caretaker · 
at northern sites were new to the job this 
season, they did not allow this to slow them 
down! All tackled their educational and trail 
maintenance duties with a great deal of en
thusia m and a su·ong desire to learn. They 
can all be proud of the great job they did this 
season. 
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In addition to their routine responsibilities, 
northern Caretakers spent a good deal of time 
working with the LTP, various GMC Sec
tion and volunteer groups. Unfortunately, 

andy Staskus, Starks Nest Caretaker, spent 
part of th summer nursing a severe hand in
jury suffered while helping the L TP work in 
Appalachian Gap. Caretakers from both 

amel's Hump and Mt. Mansfield spent a 
day working with Sandy and Glen Ellen 
L dg Adopter, Peter Hayd n, r pairing the 
outhous , the lodge roof, repainting som Lrail 
signs and pr tecting a rediscovered old spring 

composte1· into Puffer Shelter, trail work with 
<I: group from Woodside juvenile Re~abilita
t1on C nt r on Frosr Trail con truction and 
rebuilding of 4 compost storag platforms, 
repair of th Montclair Glen om post bin and 
replacement of a log puncheon over a brook 
cro ing on Lake Mansfield Trail. 

The Long Trail Patrol again work d a 
Thursday through Monday schedule begin
ning operation on June 11. Returning 
L TP r Dave McEvoy provided exc llent 
leadership to th n w er w of four. Projects 
included cutting th temporary Long Trail 

Moose spotted at Stratton Pond. (Photo by Stu Kane) 

on the LT at its junction with the Barton 
Trail. Butler's Caretaker Sam mallidgc and 
Taft's Car taker Mike O'Tuel spent everaJ 
days installing 20 rock warerbars and two · ts 
of steps on the sever ly eroded H 11 Brook 
Trail. They also attended two t. Albans Sec
Lion work uting a well a work outings of 
the Montpeli r and Burlington ection . 

terling Pond Caretaker, .Jim Fain not only 
assi ted with Montp lier Se tion walk
through a nd the 0.1 mile relocation of the LT 
north of Sterling Pond Shelter but was also 
called upon to assist a UVM student with her 
swdy of acid precipitation by collecting rain 
and pond war r amples and checking p nd 
water levels. 

The Camel's Hump Caretakers and 
Rangers assisted by Albert Mead and his trus
ty chain saw, successfu lly completed walk
tb.rough of nearly 40 mi les of trail (LT and 
sid trails betwe·en Birch Glen Camp and 
Route 2). fn additi n, Gorham ar taker 
Dave Shindle assisted Section members in 
opening up and blazing th temp rary rerour 
of the LT betwe n Wiley Lodge and th River 
Road. As · rted other Car iak r projects in
cluded packing bark and peat moss for the 

reroute between Wiley Lodge and Jonesville, 
major brushing and tread work on the 
Forester's Trail and between Route 118 and 
Tillotson Camp, and between Route 105 and 
the Canadian border. Belvidere tower also 
had some decking and teps replaced. In ad
dicion, two plus we ks were pent on the 
Skyline Lodge construction and another week 
upgrading trails on Camel' Hump. The bulk 
of the LTP's time was spent constructing an 
eastern reroute around Stark's Wall south of 
Appalachian Gap. This prov d to be a more 
major pr ~ect than originally anticipated with 
the crew doing an exc Uent job de pite 
rugged terrain and adver e conditions. The 
n w rout ascends from Appalachian Gap at 
generally 15 % grades utilizing several major 
ro k tairway . Th badly roded LT route 
down tark's wall ha b en p rmanenlly 
do ed. 

Range.r-Naturalists are station don both 
Camel's Hump and Mt. Mansfield from mid 
May through early ovemb r tO educate 
hikers about the arct ic alpine tundra, and to 
provide assisLance and information . The Club 
was extremely fortunat that 4 out of the 6 
Rangers were returning personnel. 
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1988 FIELD SEASON EMPLOYMENT 

The GMC is now accepting applications for its 1988 paid field positions. These 
are jobs oflong hours, dedication and little financial reward. However, for someone 
who appreciates the outdoors, is concerned about the Long Trail, and enjoys meeting 
and talking with hikers, it is an ideal way to spend the summer. 

Ranger-Naturalist: This is a cooperative program between the GMC and the Ver
mont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation. Duties include: protection of fragile 
higher elevation areas and endangered tundra zones on Mt. Mansfield and Camel's 
Hump, hiker education/information, assistance with ongoing research projects, 
search I rescue missions, handling of first aid emergencies and some trail maintenance. 
Positions available mid-May through October,June through Labor Day. Six needed. 

Shelter Caretaker: Duties include: Maintenance and management of back 
country shelter I tent sites, hiker education and information, search and rescue 
missions, handling of first aid emergencies, and basic maintenance of ten-twenty 
miles of the Long Trail system. Caretakers also act as public relations representatives 
of the GMC, with those stationed on Forest Service or State lands also representing 
these agencies. Eleven are needed. 

Long Trail Patrol: The Club's trail crew founded in 1931. Duties include: major 
trail recon I.ruction/erosion control prqjects, shelter const'[uction/repair and basic 
trail maintenance. Po itions available ady June throug~ August. T>n - Fifteen 
needed. 

Salaries for the 1988 Season have not been determined. 198 7 salaries ranged from 
$100 - $175 per week. 

Closing Date: March 31, 1988. Interviews to be held in March and April. Please 
send a S.A.S.E. for an application and job description. 

Volunteers: Will be needed for the following programs: Caretaker Assistant, 
Corridor Monitor, Long Trail Patrol Volunteer, Walk-Through, Adopt-A-Shelter, 
• rai l R el ations and miscellaneous Trai l Projects. For further information please 
encl as •If addressed en elope to the GM offi . 
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Camel's Hump was in the very capable 
hands of Head Ranger, Carol Weyland and 
Ranger, Theresa Michaels, both 1986 
LTP'ers and 1986 fall Caretakers at Gorham 
Lodge and Montclair Glen Lodge respective
ly. Their previous experience with the GMC 
and their knowledge of the mountain has 
enabled them to keep operations on the Hump 
running smoothly. 

Julie Hand, a 1978 LTP'er, 1979 Sterling 
Pond Caretaker, and 1980 Ranger
Naturalist, returned this season to head up 
the ranger crew on Mt. Mansfield. 1985 Mt. 
Mansfield Ranger, Kirk Amundsen, also 
returned for his second season. Julie and Kirk 
were ably assisted through Labor Day by first 
time rangers, Bill Keefe andJoanna D'Asaro. 
In addition to their educational and routine 
trail maintenance duties, Rangers worked 
with Caretakers and the Burlington Section 
on various projects throughout the season. 

First aid I search and rescue incidents this 
year on both mountains have been minimal. 
As of this writing Rangers participated in two 
searches, one on either mountain, both of 
which were successful! Last, in the field per
sonnel section, but certainly not least is the 
fact that, as of this writing, field personnel trail 
wide have recruited 96 new GMC members! 
Good job! 

Volunteers 

Our 14 Sections, as usual, spent many 
hours maintaining their respective areas of the 
Long Trail system. In addition to routine 
maintenance and staining of Clarendon 
Shelter, the Killington Section had to deal 
with several squatter incidents at theit. 
shelters. The "O" Section scouted and flagged 
over three miles of the planned Appalachian 
Trail reroute west of Chatauguay Road. 
Bread Loaf Section members assisted on the 
Skyline Lodge construction. 

GMC Sections on the northern portions of 
the LT were quite active this season. In addi
tion to routine care of their Sections, several 
projects were undertaken. Burlington Sec
tion's many projects included creosoting 
Buchanan Shelter, replacement of Taylor 
Lodge outhouse, construction of two new 
benches for Taylor, replacement of the 
northern-most ladder on the LT over the 
Forehead of Mt. Mansfield, replacement of 
a ladder on the Cliff Trail as well as reblazing 
of the Forehead Bypass and Rock Garden 
Trail. 

Among Montpelier Section projects was 0.1 
miles relocation of the LT north of Sterling 
Pond Shelter, reblazing of the LT from Route 
108 to the pond and Elephants Head Trail. 
A big thank you to Dave Morse and Dave 
Shepard for construction of a new lid for the 
compost bin at Sterling Pond Shelter. 

Reblazing of Whiteface Trail as well as 
(Cont' on page 19) 
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LONG TRAIL PROTECTION FUND 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN REPORT 
By Robert L. Lincoln Jr., 
Capital Campaign Director 

The Campaign has received an anonymous $20,000 pledge to the protection 
effort from 2 long-time friends of the Green Mountain Club. We are deeply grateful 
for their support. 

The Sierra Club has donated $500 toward the cost of printing a brochure and other 
campaign materials. 

The Bank of Vermont has pledged $2 ,500; Vermont ational Bank has pledged 
$1 000 and the Chittenden Bank has given $400 toward the Fund. 

Vermont Life Mailing- In an attempt t publicize on the exl nsivc overag about 
the Club in the fall issue of Vermont Life magazine, a 6,000 p iece mai ling was 
sent to Vermont subscribers requ ·ting support for the Long Trail Prate ·tion •und. 
To date, the returns on the mailing have be n ex elle nt and w are greatJy 
encouraged by the response. A second mailing lo sub ribcrs is currently being 
planned for the month of November. 

Proposals are currently pendins al the Boatwright Foundation, Ben and Jerry's 
Foundation, the 525 Foundauon, the Gannett F undation and the Nor ross 
Wildlife Foundation. In addition, proposals are being submitted to other founda
tions and individual contacts. 

We have reccivcd a pledge from an individual who manages 2 foundations for $5,000 
granls from each which is to be used for land a qu isirion for th Trail. 

Kate Donoghue is spearheading the campaign for the 265 Mile Club and is 
being ably assisted in this flon by Joe Cook, Preston Bristow, Aldie Gannett, 
Ed Janeway and others. See the write up in this issue about the 265 Mile Club. 

These highlights along with all the other news about the protection effort are in
dicative of some solid progress and major commitments by the Club. We are especially 
hean -n ·d by the contributions of many volunteer and staff who ar working l g -lh r 
to make our vision a reality. How ,. r, we have a long paih ahead of us and m uch 
more needs to be done if we are to reach our goal of permanently protecting our 
beloved Long Trail. 
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LONG TRAIL 
PROTECTION FUND 

RAISING DINNER 
AND AUCTION 

About 150 people assembled on the evening 
of October 23, 1987 at the First Congrega
tional Church in Burlington for a dinner and 
an auction intended to raise funds for the Pro
tection Campaign. The consensus is that the 
evening went quite well. 
Some of the highlights included: 

Congressman James Jeffords speaking 
about Senator Robert Stafford's efforts on 
behalf of acid rain legislation and about his 
own commitment to preserving the Long 
Trail. 

Vermont's Lieutenant Governor Howard 
Dean served as Master of Ceremonies and did 
an excellent job of moving the evening along 
smoothly with appropriate touches of humor 
and insight. 

Bruce Post from Senator Stafford's Office 
and Bob Paquin from Senator Leady's office 
spoke on behalf of the absent Senators who 
were not able to attend due to urgent business 
in the Senate . 

Master Auctioneer Richard Hathaway, a 
professor at Vermont College did a wonder
ful job of auctioning off the 33 donated items 
which ranged from a 15-foot canoe, to a hike 
with Harry Peet, to cross country ski passes, 
to a weekend at a beautiful cottage on Lake 
Fairlee, to a gourmet luncheon catered on the 
Long Trail by Andy & Reidun Nuquist from 
the Montpelier Section . And the good news 
was that $1584 was raised by the Auction. 

Special thanks go to the New England 
Culinary Institute who made a substantial 
contribution to the dinner. Ben &Jerry's who 
donated dessert, and the First Congregational 
Church who donated the hall. 

Among the battalion of splendid volunteers 
worked behind the scenes and at the dinner 
to ensure the evening's success were: 

Reidun Nuquist Pam Gillis 
Sylvia Ewerts Tony Smith 
Anne Hoover Doris Washburn 
Dot Myer Sally Sairs 
Ralph Gibbs Nan Crampton 
Laura Sharp Corky Magoon 
Rebecca Reno Andy & Carlene Squires 
Peter Downey Ron Whipkey 
Harry Peet John & Susan Sharp 
Mary Lemonick George Putnam 
Mary Deaett Andrew Nuquist 
Maryke Gillis Ray Auger 
Tom Joslin Chris, Bill and 

Virginia Ward 

A special tip of the hat goes to Mary 
Lemonick, Reidun Nuquist and Maryke 
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Gillis who performed above and beyond the 
call of duty, as well as the fantastic kitchen 
crew who were sup rvi cd by John harp. 

In sum, in the immortal words of ogi 
Berra, "A splendiferous time was had by all 
the participants!" 

The following individuals and businesses 
generously donated their goods and services 
to the Auction at the dinner in Burlington. 
We appreciate their support of the Long Trail 
Protection Fund. If you have an opportunity 
to see them in person or visit their establish
ment, please remember to thank them on 
behalf of the Club. 

Outdoor Outlet - Waterbury Center, VT. 
William Osgood 
Bolton Valley Resort - Bolton Valley, VT. 
Northern Cartographic - Winooski, VT. 
Eastern Mountain Sports - S. Burlington, 

VT. 
Canoe Vermont - Waitsfield , Vt. 
Harry Peet 
Country Camera - Montpelier, VT. 
Onion River Sports - Montpelier, VT. 
Jamie Cope 
Canoe Imports - Shelburne, VT. 
R eidun and Andrew Nuquist 
Trapp Family Lodge - Stowe, VT. 
Smith Edwards 
Rebecca Merrilees 
Vermont Voyageur Expeditions -

Montgomery Center, VT. 
Ski ha us of Vermont - Middlebury, VT. 
Sugarbush Soaring Association - Warren, 

VT. 
Camel's Hump Nordic Ski Center -

Huntington, VT. 
Dr. and Mrs. David Babbott 
Twin Oaks Tennis and Fitness Center -

S. Burlington, VT. 
Rose Bloomhasdt 

MATCHING GRANTS 

Here is a good way to help the Club finan
cially and stretch your charitable dollar. 

Does your company have a matching grant 
program? Some businesses will match - dollar 
for dollar - your contribution to the Green 
Mountain Club. 

All you need to do is go to your Com
munity Affairs Office or its equivalent, get a 
matching grant form, and determine that the 
GMC is eligible according to the company's 
guidelines. Ifwe are eligible, fill out the form, 
sign it and mail it with your contribution to 
the Club. We will take care of the rest . 

If you have already sent in your support 
this year, you can still get the form and mail 
it to us . We will have the date of your gift. 

This is an excellent way to greatly increase 
the value of your support for the Club. 
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MEDIA COVERAGE 
The Long Trail Protection Campaign has received extensive coverage in the press 

in Vermont during the last few months. In addition, staff and volunteers have been 
traveling around the State appearing on radio and television helping to spread the 
word. 

Of particular note was the coverage in the Fall issue of Vermont Life, which con
tained three separate articles about the Green Mountain Club and the Long Trail . 

In addition, the August 18, 1987 edition of the Burlington Free Press featured an 
editorial which speaks eloquently to the need to preserve the Long trail. Aside from 
one typographical mistake which said the Trail was 165 mil s long instead of 265 
mil s long, and the fa l that the statistics on funds raised ar out of date, we think 
this is an excellent summation of the challenge faced by the Club and we are re
printing the editorial in full below. The Burlington Free Press has the largest circulation 
of any daily newspaper in the State of Vermont. 

Reprinted from the Burlington Free Press: 

Help needed 
for Long Trail 

Vermonters who enjoy the 
cool of deep woods and the pull 
of muscles on an uphill climb 
need to refocus their binoculars. 

While they've been celebrat
ing the 50th anniversary of the 
2,000-mile Appalachian Trail, 
problems beset a second footpath 
at their doorstep. Vermont's 
Long Trail needs help. 

Congress has recognized the 
Appalachian Trail as a national 
treasure, and the National Park 
Service is treating it as one. 
From Georgia to Maine, the park 
service is protecting a 1,000-foot 
scenic corridor from devel
opment to make sure future 
hikers can enjoy the woods. 

The same kind of devel
opment - ski trails, second 
homes, suburban growth 
threaten unprotected parts of the 
Long Trail, a 165-mile path that 
rides the crest of the Green 
Mountains from Massachusetts to 
Canada. 

Where the Long Trail overlies 
the Appalachian Trail or winds 
through the Green Mountain Na
tional Forest, all is well. 

But to the north, from Mount 
Ellen to Canada, 70 miles of the 
Long Trail cross private land. As 

Vermont grows, the informal 
agreements protecting the trail 
are breaking down as landowners 
decide to build homes and timber 
companies decide to sell off their 
forests. Increasingly, portions of 
the trail have to be moved -
sometimes out of the woods onto 
the highway. 

The Green Mountain Club, a 
volunteer organization dedicated 
to maintaining and preserving 
the Long Trail, is trying to raise 
$1.6 million to buy land and 
easements to protect the path
way. The club's goal is the same 
1,000-foot corridor that wraps the 
Appalachian Trail. 

Club members have just be
gun their fund-raising; they've 
raised $45,000, and $50,000 in 
matching funds from the Ver
mont Legislature. 

Protecting the Long Trail is a 
matter of urgency. Landholding 
patterns make protection possi
ble; five or 10 years from now, 
that may not be true. Saving the 
trail is a cause worthy of private 
attention - and perhaps more 
legislative attention. 

A legislature that can find $9 
million a year for better high
ways should be able to find more 
than $50,000 to help save Ver
mont's most famous footpath. 
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LONG TRAIL 
PROTECTION 

FUND 

CONNECTICUT CAMPAIGN 

Allan Williams, of Hartford has 
volunteered to head up a campaign among 
Connecticut members and friends to raise 
funds for the Long Trail Protection Cam
paign. He needs volunteers to help with many 
aspects of this effort. Please consider lending 
your time and talents to this very important 
endeavor. Allan can be reached at 41 Kenyon 
Street, Hartford, CT. 06105. 203-232-5279. 

NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE 
SUPPORTS THE CAMPAIGN 

TO PROTECT THE 
LONG TRAIL 

New England Telephone is helping the 
Green Mountain Club preserve the 77 year 
old Long Trail and has awarded a $2,500 
grant to the Long Trail Protection Fund. 

To protect the scenic beauty, hiking, camp
ing and wilderness atmosphere the Trail pro
vides, the Club will use NET's contribution 
to purchase land or rights to a Trail corridor. 

"This Trail is a national historic site," 
noted Frederick Reidy, NET public relations 
manager. "It deserves to be protected and to 
continue as an extraordinary outdoor resource 
for the public to enjoy." 

The Club appreciates the generous support 
of New England Telephone which represents 
an important 'investment' from the business 
community. 
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Donors to the Long Trail Protection Fund 
as of October 7, 1987: 

David W. Adsit 
Howrd Lee Allan, JR. 
Susan Lieberman Allen 
Benjamin Allison 
W. Thomas Anderson 
Anonymous 
Allan R. Armstrong 
Frank H. Armstrong 
Lyle T. Baldwin 
Albert D. Barnard III 
James L. Barre 
Alice D. Beaman 
Paul Beck 
William Beebee 
Walter Bell 
Joshua & Alice Bennett 
Bennington Section 
Virginia Bessette 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bissell 
Hadden S. Blair 
Anna & Seymour Bloom 
Zafir Bludevich 
Dennis Bouldin 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Boulen 
Ann Braude 
Raymond L. Brown 
John Brownlie 
Mr. & Mrs. Butterfield 
Cara & Bruce Camping 
Lois Capasso 
Ellen Reiss Cardwell 
Larry Cardwell 
Francis B. Carver 
Michelle Chouinard 
Mary Churchill 
Elissa Close 
Peter & Lucinda Cobb 
Virginia Cole 
Paul B. Cornell 
Bruce & Emily Cram 
Mrs. Arlene Cummings 
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Curtis 
Deborah Davis 
Richard Davis 
Ellen Delaire 
Jim Diette 
Digital Matching Gifts 
Dan & Marijke Dollois 
Patricia Doubleday 
J. Douglas Dows 
Robin Doyle 
Kenneth R. Dresser 
Arnold & Dorothy Drooz 
William & Emily Durbrow 
Phyllis 0. Duso 
Jean S. Eddy 
Anna L. Farnsworth 
Mr. & Mrs. Cedric Farrow 
Betty Fay 
Jeremy Felt 
Charles Ferry 
Edward Gallagher 
Michael J. Geisel 
Edward Gleason 
Mrs. Donald Grady 
Janet Greene 
Gary Greenwood 
Mrs. Maxine Griffith 

Dennis L. Grover 
Gregg S. Goodrich 
Marcel H. Guay 
James A. Guida 
Mr. & Mrs. Luther Hackett 
Kenneth G. Hadd 
Jean F. Harrington 
Robert Hart 
Anna Harvey 
Tom & Livy Hitchcock 
Todd Hobson 
Frances Holmes 
Mr. E.E. Houghton 
Beth Ann Howard 
Douglas C. Howe 
Tom Hudspeth 
Herbert G. Hunt III 
Patricia Hunt 
Frances Hutchinson 
Margaret P. Hyde 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Irwin 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Irwin 
Maureen Jarrell 
Jay Country Store 
Betty Johnson 
Greg Katkowski 
Douglas & Norma King 
Judith S. Kinner 
Florence Kleoka 
Hugh M. Knapp 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Lane 
Andrew Lendway 
Jacalyn A. Levine 
Lori Levinson 
Jude Lively 
Douglas Lombard 
Littleton Long 
Beverly Lowe 
Dr. John H. Lunde 
Kevin Macy 
John Mahnker 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mamet 
William Mares 
Hilda H. Martin 
Virginia M. Martin 
Philip W. Maynes 
Miss Alan Mcllvaine 
Robert McMullin 
Glenn A. McNall 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard F. 

McRae 
Joseph McSherry 
Mr. & Mrs. William R. 

Minard 
Glenn B. Moore 
Jacki Murphy 
David Neill 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald 

Nemcosky 
John A. Newton 
New York Section 
William Nowlan 
Barbara Noyes 
Adam Offenhartz 
Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 
Kevin Ohlson 
Francis V. Olsen 
Jonathan & Sue Osborn 

Roger P. Otis 
Proctor Page, Jr. 
Lewis J. Patterson 
Robert D. Patterson 
Sandra & Stuart Patton 
Betsey Paulsen 
Neil H. Pelsue 
Dr. & Mrs. David Perkins 
Everett Perkins 
Donald Petterson 
Walfrid & Dorothy Pirkanen 
Robert D. Proctor 
Grace Pugh 
Carl V. Rabstejnek 
R.S. Ratcliffe 
Richard Reed, Jr. 
Rob Reiber 
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton 

Renfrew 
David Rice 
Frank D. Richart 
Mary Rogers 
Dr. & Mrs. Dirk Romeyn 
Charles R. Ross 
Mrs. Wilfred Roth 
Jerry Rowe 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Dean Rowe 
Mr. & Mrs. William R. 

Rowley 
Jan W. Rozendaal 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore 

Ruszas 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Douglas 

Rutter 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas A. 

Safford 
Max & Kay Schleuter 
Fred Schmidt 
Mark C. W. Schroeder 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Schulman 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Donald 

Schultz 
Dr. George Schumacher 
Edward Seibert 
Horace B. Shaw 
Joann B. Shaw 
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Simons 
Janice Smith 
Mrs. Marjorie B. Stephens 
Jane K. Stickney 
Mildred Stiles 
Joan Swan 
David & Frances Thomas 
Lawrence Thompson 
Robert & Susan Tucker 
Esther Urie 
D.A. Wadehul 
Mr. & Mrs. Miles Weidner 
Virginia Wells 
Peg Whitson 
Avis Whitty 
Carolyn E. Wiley 
Earl & Edna Williams 
Mrs. Leighton Wood 
Suzanne Y onkin 
Mark Yorra 
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PERSPECTIVES ON HIKING BELVIDERE MOUNTAIN 

On October 15th, GMC Field Assistant Sue Lester and Executive Director Harry Peet helped lead the twenty-eight students 
of Belvidere Central School on a hike up Belvidere Mountain from route 118. All twenty-eight successfully finished the five 
and a half mile trip, and a few offered the following afterthoughts: 
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(Cont' from front page) 
Upon further investigation by Marc 

Desmeules of TNC and GMC Executive 
Director Harry Peet, not only did they con
firm that the property contained the northern
most part of the Trail, they also discovered 
that other unknown parties had been express
ing rious intere Lin it, suppo .cl ly for the 
purpos · r r -op ning the old Space Res arch 
complex. Rumors abounded in. th town of 
Jay, including on that th land would b om 
part of a target range for testjng artil lery pieces 
- which, ifuu , would .rtainly ma.k for s m · 
interesting hiking! 

The GMC Executive Advisory Council 
decided this situation required immediate ac
tion, and it authorized the purchase of the 
property, if possible. 

At this juncture the Vermont Chapter of 
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the Nature Conservancy was extremely 
helpful. TNC acted immediately on the Club's 
behalf and offered to buy the land from the 
Riendeaus for $20,000. This action was taken 
with the understanding GMC would be
come the eventual owner and repay the pur
chase price by the end of the calendar year. 
What was hoped would be a simple purchase 
dragged on for some tim as the Riendeau 
fi1 t indi at cl acc. ptan · fthe atu re on-
e rvan y offer and th n failed to sign the 

necessary papers. It was apparent th > wheels 
of trail prot tion would not alway , if v ·r, 
run smoothly. Finally th Riendeaus did a -
ccpt th re r . By th' time this i ' Sll' f 77ie 
long Trail News i: published th' Riendeau 
property will b in GM ownership, ther by 
making il t.he fir t prop rry acquired by the 
GMC in i t"> Lon r Trail protection ffort. 

ANONYMOUS DONOR 

Since the news of this situation and possible 
purchase first became known, an anonymous 
donor has come forth and pledged the full 
$20, 000 purchase price of the property. The 
Club extends its most sincere thanks and 
appreciation. 

Long Trail News November 1987 



Aerial photograph of Meltzer property in Lowell. Belvidere Mtn. with firetower is on left; Tillotson Peak in the center; and Haystack 
Mtn. on the right. Behind Haystack are Jay Peak and Big Jay. (Photo by Louis Borie) 

(Cont' from front page) 
The Club was first approached by the 

landowner of this parcel in the summer of 
1985, when he informed us he wanted to sell 
his land in Lowell. Similar news from Wagner 
Woodlands (another major Long Trail land
owner) about its Long Trail lands was re
ceived about the same time; and these two 
alarming announcements alerted the Club to 
potentially adverse land ownership changes 
and, in a real sense, initiated the Long Trail 
Protection campaign. 

The Club was particularly alarmed about 
losing a landowner who had always been 
especially accomodating to the Long Trail and 
who had even allowed us to renovate the 
firetower on the summit of Belvidere Moun
tain. And it was doubly alarmed about the 
possibility oflosing two major access trails to 
the LT - the Frank Post and Foresters Trails. 

Because of the vital importance of this tract, 
the Club and Nature Conservancy decided it 
would be an ideal project for a grant from the 
newly created Vermont Housing and Con
servation Fund - especially when the land
owner contacted us again in July and in
dicated in very strong terms his desire to sell 
the property. 

Serious negotiations with the landowner 
began almost immediately when The Nature 

(Cont' on page 14) 
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Lockwood Pond, headwaters of the Missisquoi River, as seen from the Long Trail. (Photo 
by Louis Borie) 
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Conservancy let us know th y would loan the 
Club up tO $ 120,000 fi r Lhis pr u ct. 

And a gran t application was submit ted to 
the Vermont Housing and Conservation 
Trust Fund. 

In addition, the Club contracted with Dale 
R obenson of Montpelier to prepare an ap
pra isal of the prop rly for us. 

On September 4th, negotiations conducted 
by Robert Klein ofThe Nature Conservancy 
and GMC Executive Director Harry Peet 
were completed (we thought) when the Nature 
Conservancy was able to obtain an option on 
the property for a total purchase price of 
$240,000. This, in itself, was a strong indica
tion of the landowner's haste to sell - his 
initial asking price was $500,000. The Nature 
Conservancy and GMC committed ourselves, 
in return, to closing on the property by 
November 2nd. 

The wheels of trail protection would once 
again encounter other than smooth sailing 
however, when the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Trust Fund was unable to 
review our grant proposal as quickly as we had 
anticipated. Fortunately, the landowner gave 
us a forty-five day extension on the purchase 
option, but insisted that the closing, if it were 
to occur at all, would have to take place before 
the end of 1987. 

In the meantime, the appraisal of the tract 
was completed and reported a value for the 
property of$282,200, more than $40,000 over 
our offer! 

So, the stage was set on November 4th 
when the Club and The Nature Conservan
cy made a final presen tation to the V ePmont 
Housing and Co.nservalion Fu1)d Board. 

Th e :Soa rd th en vot d unan imousl y to 
make the grant! Board Chairman Rob 
Woolmington commented, "If that land had 
been sold to a landowner who was not 
hospitable to the Gre n M ountain Club and 
hikers, it would have had a disastrous effect." 

NOW WHAT? 

The first Long Trail properties, important 
properties, have now been protected, and the 
GMC can finish the year with a true sense 
of accomplishment and progress. But we can 
not forget the major problems which still con
front us. More than 60 miles <if the Long Trail 
remain unprotected. And before we can com
mit all our resources to this mileage, we must 
first repay the Nature Conservancy the 
$120,000 loan which made up half the pur
chase price of the Meltzer property. 

Lockwood Pond from the air. (Photo by Louis Borie) 
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Firetower on summit of Belvidere offers 
one of the most outstanding views on the 
northern stretch of the Long Trail. (Photo 
by Louis Borie) 

The Club plans to resell, with restrictions, 
about 650 acres of the Meltzer property - those 
portions which are not needed to establish pro
tective corridors for the Long Trail, Forester's 
Trail, and Frank Post Trail. Anyone in
terested? If so, please contact GMC Executive 
Director Harry Peet for more information. 
Any proceeds from such sales will enable us 
to repay the TNC loan and proceed with fur
ther Long Trail acquisitions. 

SUPPORT NEEDED NOW 

Events of these last several 
months point out only too well 
how quickly different stretches of 
the Long Trail can be placed in 
jeopardy and how the Club must 
have the financial and staff 
resources to respond at once. Your 
support for our Long Trail Protec
tion campaign and for all GMC 
operations is needed NOW. When 
you receive, sometime in the next 
several weeks, the Club's annual 
solicitation letter, please make a 
contribution. 
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NEW GMC PUBLICATIONS 
by Brian T. Fitzgerald 

In the last few months the GMC has re
leased new editions or printings of three of its 
publications: Day Hiker's Guide to Verrrwnt, Mt. 
Mansfield Trail Map, and Guide Book of the Long 
Trail. 

The new Guide Book of the Long Trail is simp
ly a new printing of the twenty-third edition. 
It has been updated to include trail changes 
since the last printing, but is otherwise very 
similar to the first printing, released in 1985. 

The new Mt. Mansfield Trail Map is quite 
different from the previous version. It has a 
new format, and now folds to the same size 
as our guide books. We revised the map to 
reflect recent trail changes, and we have 
added state property boundaries as well. The 
text has also been revised, and incorporates 
many suggestions made by the staff of the Ver
mont Department of Foi;ests, Parks and 
Recreation. 

Of the three publications, the Day Hiker's 
Guide lo Vermont underwent the greatest 
change. We have reorganized the guide into 
three, rather than seven, geographic regions. 
Many of the trails that were unmaintained 
and difficult to follow were dropped. There 
is also a new cover design, new and revised 
maps, and other minor changes. Many 
volunteers worked alongside the GMC staff 
to produce this new edition, and I want to 
recognize their contributions here. 

Bob Lindemann was involved in this 
project since it began over two years ago. He 
coordinated the difficult task of volunteer trail 
checks, and then synthesized the reports to 
make editing the book much easier. 

Most of the nearly 200 trail reports came 
from GMC volunteers. Kathy Astrauckas, 
Clare and Michael Fishbach, Michele Fitz
gerald, John Lepinski, Dave Morse, Jeanne 
Sicard, Earl and Edna Williams, and Philip 
Woodbury spent many hours in the field 
checking trail descriptions. We also received 
help from the folks at the Vermont Agency 
of Environmental Conservation and U.S. 
Forest Service. Bill Guenther, Gary Sabourin, 
Gary Salmon, and Steve Sinclair of the Ver
mont Department of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation, and Russ Eastwood of the Green 
Mountain National Forest stand out for tak
ing extra time and effort to obtain and send 
in updated information. 

It's easy to identify this latest edition, thanks 
to the original cover design by Cleo Billings. 
Inside, the pen-and-ink sketches are also 
Cleo's work. 

You'll also see many new maps, revised 
maps, and color versions of formerly black
and-white maps in the third edition. 

Theresa McCoy, a Middlebury College 
geography student, did all this work under the 
direction of Professor Robert Churchill. This 
turned out to be quite a job, and Theresa put 
more time into the guide book than anyone 
else we asked for help. She managed to finish 
the last correction minutes before a mandatory 
Phi Beta Kappa meeting shortly before her 
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graduation! 
As with most Club projects, the GMC staff 

were major contributors. Mary Deaett, the 
Club's Executive Assistant, was the person in 
Montpelier who received countless phone calls 
from the editor when some detail needed at
tention. On weekends, when she wasn't get
ting phone calls, she volunteered to check trail 
descriptions. Field Assistants Ray Auger and 
Ben Davis reviewed much of the text and pro
vided many helpful suggestions. Ray also 
checked many trails in southern Vermont in 
his free time. Harry Peet was usually busy 
with other projects, but he still provided ad
vice and ideas, and keep a watchful eye out 
to see that things stayed on schedule. 

It's clear that many people have recently 
contributed their time and energy to the 
Club's publications. And I've only men
tioned the major contributors. Many others 
checked a trail or two, or sent in a comment 
on a trail they had hiked. The best part is that 
they all enjoyed it! So, if you would like to 
have a good time while helping the GMC, 
contact Bob Lindemann and see what you can 
do for the Guide Books and Publications 
Committee. 

GMC Public Information 
Committee 

A slew of new Green Mountain Club poster 
signs are up and catching the attention of 
hikers at dozens oflocales on the Long Trail 
System. Thanks to all the GMC Shelter 
Adopters for their help, and thanks also to 
Committee member Peter Hayden for his 
many hours of effort in getting signs out on 
the trail. 

The Public Information Committee is now 
looking for input into a variety of projects, 
both old and new. The first is the develop
ment of a second generation of GMC signs 
and print media to educate hikers about 
specifics ofbackcountry use and to attract new 
members. 

A second project in the works in conjunc
tion with the GMC Adopt-a-Shelter program 
is the consolidation ofGMC information for 
packets to be used in GMC shelt rs. Thefocu 
here will be to educate helter users at the 
shelters. Initial efforts will use existing GMC 
materials, but we anticipate the development 
of new materials as well. 

To meet the informational challenges and 
needs of the coming years, and to better fulfil 
the GM C's role in the education of Long Trail 
hikers, the Public Information Committee 
needs input from you, the members of the 
Green Mountain Club. Let's be sure the 

thoughts and concerns of Club men;ibers are 
reilected in the d velopment of our mforma
tional materials. In addition to verbal 
messages we need graphic artists to design 
original ye-catching graphics. Send us your 
ideas. I ur.ge you to get involved. 
Ben Davis, Chairman 
GMC Public Information Committee 
405 - D Dalton Dr. 
Winooski, VT 05404 

Adirondak Loj 
Your Wilderness Education 

Starts Here 

Adirondak Loj, the Adirondack Moun· 
tain Club's year-round program center 
within the Adirondack Park, has so 
much to offer the simple luxuries of 
a mountain lodge with hearty meals 
and comfortable accommodations, 
our helpful staff, access to the vast 
Adirondack Forest Preserve and most 
of all - our entertaining educational 
programs and outdoor skills instruc
tion. Throughout the year we provide 
dozens of opportunities to sharpen a 
skill or develop a new interest -
whether you're interested in technical 
ice climbing or botanizing. 

• Outdoor Skills Workshops 
• Natural History Seminars 
• Buhlman Lecture Series 
• Summer Naturalist and Nature 

Museum 
• Backcountry Excursions 
• High Peaks Information Center 
• Custom Tailored Programs 

Join us for a unique 
Adirondack experience . .. 

and see how much fun learning can be. 

For lodging and program information: 

Adirondak Loj Programs 
Box 867 , Lake Placid, NY 12946 

(518) 523-3441 8am-8pm 

Adirondack Mountain Club 
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THE NEW SKYLINE LODGE 

In early September the finishing touches 
were put on the newest Long Trail shelter. 
Actually, it's much more than a shelter. It's 
a cedar log cabin on a scenic pond in the Green 
Mountain National Forest! 

The story behind the new cabin began over 
three years ago. InJuly 1984, the U.S. Forest 
Service proposed that Skyline Lodge, built in 
1954, be replaced. The GMC was in favor 
of doing so, but since the lodge was within 
the Breadloaf Wilderness we had to be cer
tain that the Vermont Wilderness Act al
lowed us to replace Long Trail structures. 

Late last year, the Forest Service became 
concerned that the old lodge was becoming 
unsafe. Since the structure was deteriorating 
and heavy snow builds up on the roof during 
the winter, there was a chance the roof could 
collapse. After the Forest Service and GMC 
agreed that the Wilderness Act allowed us to 
replace the lodge, and started making plans 
to do so, some USFS Middlebury District 
folks hiked up to the site and burned the old 
cabin. 

Through the winter, many GMC and 
USFS people were laying the ground work so 
we could build a new cabin at the site this sum
mer. Fortunately, the GMC had received a 
very generous donation from Skyline Lodge 
adopter Mike Bromberg. We had money, 
now we needed a design. Mark Brown of the 
Brattleboro Section, renowned as the designer 
0f pruce-Peak and Goddard helter·, drafted 
yet another sel of plans for Skyline odge. 
Former tralton Pond ca r tak r Mike 
Russom, who aslo led the crew that built God
dard Shelter, agreed to act as foreman for the 
actual construction. 

The biggest task that had to be done over 
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by Brian T. Fitzgerald and 
Raymond T. Auger 

(Photo by Russ Eastwood) 

the winter was arranging all the logistics. This 
is where Russ Eastwood of the USFS Mid
dlebury District becomes the key player. First 
he had to locate a source of cedar logs, and 
having done that, arrange to get the logs 
trucked to Middlebury. Now comes the tough 
part. How do you get several thousand 
pounds of twenty foot logs, cement, and other 
materials to the ridge of the Green Moun
tains? Helicopters, of course. Fortunately, 
Russ was able to arrange for three Vermont 

Air National Guard helicopters to airlift all 
the materials to the site in April. 

During June, work began on cleaning up 
and preparing the site for the actual construc
tion. Russ did much of this work, with the 
assistance of Al Stiles and other members of 
the Bread Loaf Section. 

Construction began inJuly, with a number 
of people taking part. Russ Eastwood was on 
the scene during construction. He had the dif
ficult task of assuring that everything needed 
was at the site, and getting a diverse group 
of trail crew and volunteers working as a team. 
GMC Field Supervisor Ray Auger spent 
several days helping out, and Mike Russom 
spent over two weeks as construction foreman. 
The Long Trail Patrol worked on the cabin 
for three weeks. Forest Service volunteer An
dy Sterns labored for over a month, sometimes 
working twelve hour days. Many others 
GMC volunteers helped out; with Jory 
Diehlman, Robert Reardon, and Doug 
Thompson each spending about a week work
ing at the site. 

Finally, in August, the walls were up and 
the roof was on. Several folks spent some ad
ditional time finishing some detail work and 
cleaning up the site. We now have a new cabin 
of which both the U.S. Forest Service and 
Green Mountain Club can be proud. Our 
thanks to all the people who contributed time, 
money, and effort to make this project a 
success. 

Pirk Pirkanen and Marion Holmes enjoying the Skyline Lodge Celebratory Luncheon 
hosted by the Bread Loaf Section on Oct. 10. 21 GMC'ers attended. (Photo by Jan Abbott) 
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265 MILE CLUB 
by Kate Donaghue 

The Long Trail runs 265 miles through the 
Green Mountains of Vermont from the 
Massachusetts line to the Canadian border. 

As part of the Long Trail Protection Fund 
campaign the Green Mountain Club has 
established the 265 Mile Club. The goal is to 
get at least 265 individuals, small businesses 
and small foundations to donate $1000 or 
more. 

As we go to press, we can count 51 
members who are already onboard the 265 
Mile Club. 

This is part of the five year capital campaign 
specifically aimed at permanent protection of 
the Long Trail. If it is within your financial 
means, I urge you to join the 265 Mile Club. 
This is a cause where your money is going 
directly to land protection. For example, a 
$1000 donation will buy eight acres of the 
Belvidere tract. 

Donations can be made as a lump sum or 
in three $335 installments or in five $200 in
stallments. Other payment schedules can be 
arranged. If you have made a prior contribu
tion the L TPF it will be allocated towards a 
membership in the 265 Mile Club. 

Early support from members is crucial as 
we approach the State for additional money. 
We are actively applying to foundations for 
major grants. Significant member support at 
this time will be very helpful when our pro
posals are reviewed by foundations and other 
funding sources. 

If the mountains of Vermont, the Long 
Trail and the Green Mountain Club are im
portant to you, please consider pledging now. 

A list of the charter members of the 265 
Mile Club will be printed in the next issue of 
The Long Trail News. A plaque will be com
missioned which will list all the members of 
the 265 Mile Club and will be erected at a ap
propriate location along the Trail. 

With your help we can permanentry protect the en
tire Long Trail in the next five years. 
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lh1.,w~ · . ~, . .. , tnn 
Eight inns are organized to offer hiking on an 80 

mile stretch of Vermont's Long Trail. 
Delightful country meals and comfortable bed> 

await at each day's· end. 

For brochure 

Country Inns Along the Trail 
Churchill House Inn, Box GMC 

RD 3, Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247.3300 

1987 
INTERSECTIONAL 

by Doug James 

Thanks to help from a lot of people, the 
1987 Intersectional at Camp Thorpe will be 
remembered fondly, in spite of the late-week 
washout. We arrived in the rain Saturday and 
many left in the rain on the following Friday 
and Saturday, but all week long the location, 
facilities, activities, and most of all, the peo
ple, combined to keep the spirit of our annual 
event not just alive, but flourishing. A total 
of 132 at-large members, guests, and GMCers 
from 10 of the 12 Sections made this a real 
inter-sectional Intersectional. Throughout 
the week, an average of 48 people stayed 
overnight (380 total camper-nights) while 
evening program attendance averaged 39. We 
returned $385 to the Club treasury, including 
a $32 donation to the LT Protection Fund. 

The activities began Saturday night with 
a welcoming address by President Joe Cook. 
Bob Lindemann both entertained and in
structed us with his how-to program on walk
throughs and trail maintenance. On Sunday, 
Smith Edwards led a work party to David 
Logan Shelter where minor repairs were made 
to the shelter and tent platform and the 
outhouse that had resembled a certain tower 
in Pisa was set straight and reinforced. On 
Monday evening Al St. Peter instilled a real 
appreciation for the enormous effort that went 
into redesigning and rebuilding the Clare?
don Gorge suspension bridge, particularly m 
the bringing together and coordinating the 
many individuals and organizations that con
tributed their time, talent, and resources. Al, 
as principal designer of the bridge, could sp~ak 
with authority and shared some of the m
teresting nuances of suspension bridge design 
and solutions to the particular problems 
posed at Clarendon Gorge. The evening con
cluded with superb slides by Henry Budgen 
describing his recent trip through the moun-

tains of Western Canada. 
The pot-luck supI?er !uesday ~":s organ

ized with some trepidation, but V1Stons of a 
half-dozen people .sharing mac":r~ni and 
cheese quickly vamshed as ~he dmmg h~ll 
filled with 50-plus peopl~ bearing a moun~am. 
of incredibly delicious dishes. And we ate JUSt 
about all of it! Ben Rose completed the 
evening and prepared us for winter as he 
described the founding of the Catamount 
Trail Association the realization of an 
(almost) honest-to-goodness, real-live x-c ski 
trail the length of Vermont, and the 1987 
CT A relay to promote the trail. 

On Wednesday, Garland Withers kept us 
stepping with an evening of square and con
tra dancing. Thursday evening brought Mark 
Brown of the Brattleboro Section to present 
a program on the building of Spruce Peak 
Shelter. As with the Clarendon Gorge Bridge, 
this project was characterized by cooperation 
and a lot of hard work- and we were fortunate 
to have the designer and construction boss 
describing and showing the progress to us. Of 
course, we all became experts in an evening 
and several of us joined Bob Schoff the next 
morning (in the rain) to hike to the newly built 
Skyline Lodge (also of logs) to compare the 
constructions. The Thursday evening pro
gram continued with fanciers of wildlife and 
photography being treated to more of Henry 
Budgen's wonderful slides. 

Frenchy Garfield drove up from Sudbury, 
Mass. on Friday evening and stayed just long 
enough to hawk a mound of items donated 
to the traditional auction. His job was well 
done, as evidenced by the laughter and the 
record proceeds collected. . 

John Van Horne got down to serious 
business on Saturday and tantalized the camp 
all day with the smell of simmering spaghetti 
sauce. His strategy worked, as about 50 of us 
were waiting to be served at the appointed 
time. Afterward, Bob Lincoln described the 
Club's challenge in preserving the northern 
section of the Long Trail and the steps being 
taken to meet that challenge. We then joined 
Smith Edwards, aka The Old Ridgerunner, 
as he recounted his 1986 end-to-end trek on 
the AT. This last evening of the Intersectional 
ended with yet another impromptu marathon 
session of bingo. 

Our outing leaders provided many choices 
for daytime activities. As a result, the d~y
times were usually quiet times at camp with 
most folks out hiking, biking, caving, 
backpacking, or searching out the last of the 
blueberries at nearby USFS Blueberry Hill 
management area. Few braved the icewater 
in the pool but the tennis court was kept busy. 
And our young fishermen pulled many trout 
from the pond. 

Thanks are due to the many people who 
contributed their interest, time, and efforts to 
this year's Intersectional. In addition to those 
mentioned, w must ag<ain thank Earl and 
Edna Williams who quietly attended to m~ny 
detail and otherwise kept thin gs go1.ng 
smoothly. As for next year plans have already 
begun and will be announced in the February 
LTN. 
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FIELD SEASON SUMMARY CONTINUED 

Beaver Meadow Trail was done by the Ster
ling Section this s ason. The St. Albans Sec
tion has held several trail maintenance 
workshops over the course of the summer 
focusing on treadway repair and drainage. 
The Augu t 8th work outing was attended by 
a group of 4 from a Canadian outing club -
Randonnee Adv nture . The group is in
terested in learning the "art of trail 
maintenance" so that Randonnee Adventure 
can become active maintainer of not only 
Canadian trails but of a northern portion of 
the LT as well. 

Long Trail Patrol V ol unteers indud d 
J 01y Diehl.mann, Robert R ardon and Doug 
Thompson an of whom spent a week con
structing Skyline Lodge. Doug drove out from 
Michigan to help. Andrea Stephens came all 
the way from Minnesota to spend two weeks 
on the Rt. 118 - Tillotson Camp projects. 
JoAnne Oliver finished her End-to-End hike 
and decided to assist the LTP on their Cana
dian border projects for a week, then spent 
another three days on the Camel's Hump 
projects. Joe Carson drove up from Boston 
to spend a weekend helping on the Belvidere 
tower renovation . Caretaker Assistant Daan 
Zwick (See Feb. '87 L TN) returned to spend 
a week with Stu Kane at Stratton Pond. Stu 
reports Daan is a rock work whiz. Long time 
GMC volunteer Brad Thayer spent a week
end assisting the fall Stratton Pond Caretakers 
with a variety of projects. 

Other volunteers included: Members of the 
Appalachian Long Distance Hiker's Associa
tion (ALDHA), who spent a weekend with 
the "O" Section opening one mile of new AT 
(May LTN). The Green Mountain 4-H er's 
from Starksboro, VT helped upgrade a por
tion of the Jerusalem Trail. 1986 Stratton 
Caretaker Jan Collins and her Bittleford, 
Maine high school biology class spent a 
weekend cleaning waterbars around Stratton 
Pond. Dover, NH Boy Scout Troop 173 
under the leadership of Tom Dunnington 
spent two days repairing a bridge abutment 
with the Griffith Lake Caretaker and another 
day on site clean up at Little Rock Pond. 

The Woodside Juvenile Rehabilitation 
Facility from Essex Junction, Vermont 
proved to be a valuable volunteer. The center 
originally contacted the Club looking for an 
educational program and hike (photo Aug. 
LTN). Field Sup rvisoi: Ray Auger and 
Mansfield Head Ranger Julie Hand pro
vided this and were pleasantly surprised when 
the group expressed interest in volunteer trail 
work. Leaders Art Fairweather and Lee Win
chester felt this type of experience would add 
to the rehabilitation program of these youthful 
offenders. ubsequently, Woodsid spent a 
very productive day with Sue Lester and 
Mansfield Caretakers brushing the Frost 
Trail. Another day was spent brushing the LT 
south of Wiley Lodge with Ray Auger. 
Several futur projects are planned as of this 
writing. 
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Albert Mead, an At-Large member from 
the White River Junction area, and a "regular" 
on Camels Hump and Mt. Mansfield, has 
once again offered Rangers and Caretakers 
his time, assistance and chain saw. Although 
Albert has volunteered on both mountains, 

Albert Mead on Camel's Hump. (Photo by 
Carol Weyland) 

he spent much of this season in the area of 
the Hump helping clear blowdowns too large 
for a bowsaw! Peter Hayden, a St. Albans 
Section member, has spent countless hours 
on various GMC projects. He has been busy 
throughout the summer putting up the new 
"Welcome to the Long Trail System" signs 
developed by the Public Information Com
mittee. Sign are going up at road crossings 
and trail heads the entire length of the tale. 
Peter has also contributed his time and tools 

to anchoring ladders on Mt. Mansfield and 
reorganizing the GMC's tool storage area. 
Although the Club received, last year, a dozen 
new Coleman stoves for use by field person
nel, some of the old stoves are (or with help 
can be) usable. Mike Costa ( 1986 L TP 
Volunteer and current ·helter adopter) has of
fered to have thes stoves rebuilt. 

Other major projects included: The An
nual Meeting work party cl aring the L 
between Rt. 4 and Tucker-Johnson Shelter, 
Cooper Lodge r habilitation, an Inter ·e -
tional work party rehabilitation of David 
Logan shelter, and the opening up of the tem
porary LT reroute through Honey Hollow, 
between Wiley Lodge and River Road. 

Cooperating Agencies 

The U.S. Forest Service once again com
pleted a walk-thru of the Long Trail within 
Manchester, R he ·ter and Middl bury 
Districts. Major projects included switchback
ing the LT south of Rt. 9, a new bridge on 
the Lake Trail, Skyline Lodge construction, 
and a reroute of the LT just north of Lincoln 
Gap. 

The State of Vermont Departments of 
Forests, Parks & Recreation had two state run 
crews working on the trails on Camel's Hump 
and Mt. Mansfield. The On Top chool crew 
completed a relocation of the Forest City Trail 
and worked on upgrading of the Nebraska 
Notch Trail. They also spent a day at Twin 
Brooks Tenting Area moving tent platforms 
and the outhouse. One of 10 statewid Ver
mont Youth Conservation Corp (VYCC) 
crews pent part of the season on Burrows 
Trail replacing waterbars and doing drainage 
work. They spent the latter part of the season 
on Sunset Ridge Trail. There they did a g od 
deal of waterbar replacement and upgrading 
of the I wer portion of the trail. They also 
spent time clearing the new relocation route. 
Both crews wer under the capable leader hip 
of Gary Sawyer from the Essex District ofVer
mont Forests, Parks & Recreation. 

Vermont Voyageur 
Canoeing, Backpacking & Skiing 

• Programs of Instruction and Guided Trips in 
the Northeast and the Rocky Mountains. 

• Manufacture & Supply of Unique Recreational 
Equipment for Rugged Outdoor use. 
Brochures available. 
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THE TRAIL MAINTAINER'S NOTEBOOK 

The most important consideration of any 
work party should be safety. There is no way 
to predict the types or magnitude of problems 
encountered and accidents can happen at any 
time . To be prepared for accidents, always 
carry a well supplied first aid kit and know 
how to use it. Work in groups of at least three, 
this way if one is severely injured, one person 
can go for help while the other stays behind 
to treat the injury. If you work alone or 
separate from the group, carry a whistle to 
attract attention should you become injured 
and unable to walk. Always leave an itinerary 
with someone and your expected return time. 
Should plans change, consider leaving notice 
of your new plans in your vehicle. This will 
speed up any possible search and rescue. Of 
course, always sign in at trail and shelter 
registers. Finally, carry extra clothes, food and 
a flashlight for any unexpected problems. 

Now that you are prepared for an injury, 
there are a number of simple guidelines all 
work parties should follow to avoid the worst. 

Before leaving home check the condition 
of all tools: Are the handles cracked? If so, 
replace. Many of today's handles come var
nished which may cause a sweaty hand to slip 
off. Consider sanding this varnish off before 
using. 

Check all nuts & bolts for tightness. Use 
lock washers and carry a wrench and extra 
nuts for field repairs. 

Are the cutting or digging tool heads loose? 
Tighten up using appropriate wedge or 
replace handle. As a temporary field repair 
soak the head and handle in water. This will 
swell the wood and tighten the head . A loose 
head can fly off or slip down upon your hand. 
To avoid the latter painful injury, use a screw 
below the mattock, grub hoe, etc., head to 
avoid slip down. 

Keep cutting tools sharp. Dull blades can 
bounce or glance uncontrollably. Carry a 
whetstone and file for field sharpening. 

Carry and use accessory equipment that 
further enhances safety. When cutting trees 
or working around falling debris, always wear 
a hard hat. Safety goggles are recommended 
for these projects to deflect chips. Goggles also 
are suggested when brushing in thick 
und rgrowth to deflecr branch snap-back. 

Always wear sturdy boots when using dig· 
ging and cutting tools. Consider shin guards 
when using an ax or swizzle stick. 

Work gloves are often needed, especially 
when working around nettles. In addition, 
they eliminate blister , scrape and cut on the 
hands. 

If your are using a chain saw or power 
brush cutter, always wear a hard hat, safety 
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SAFETY 
by Ray Auger 

goggles, hearing protection, chaps and never 
work alone. 

Carry cutting tools with the blade sheathed 
to protect the cutting edge and yourself. 

Secure tools in a vehicle to prevent bounc
ing and shifting. 

Carry tools on the trail safely. Grasp the 
handle at a comfortable balance point with 
cutting edge forward and down. 

Carry the tool on the downhill side. Should 
you fall, the tool can be easily thrown so you 
will not fall upon it. 

Never carry tools over your shoulder or 
slung around the neck. Turning quickly may 
strike the person behind you or a stumble will 
result in hitting yourself in the head. Catching 
lbw branches is another problem. 

Walk at least ten feet apart when carrying 
tools to avoid running into one another. Step 
aside to allow hikers to pass without mishap. 

Before beginning work, clear the area of 
any object which may deflect your tool caus
ing an uncontrolled swing. 

Stand in a comfortable position with good 
footing. 

Watch for hikers, and stop working to allow 
them to pass. Station a "hiker lookout" when 
using power equipment, cutting trees or roll
ing boulders near the trail. 

Never lay tools down on or near the trail, 
or sink into a stump where they may become 
obstacles. Instead, lean against a tree, with 
the blade away from passers. Painting the tool 
handles a bright color will make them easier 
to spot. 

Work well away from other maintainers . 
Always know what your neighbor is doing. 

NEEDED: Reports on winter trail 
and shelter conditions. 

If you will be on the trails this winter, 
please, after your trip, send your obser
vations to the Green Mountain Club 
P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT. 05602: 

For shelter reports - Attention Al 
Stiles, Coordinator GMC Adopt
a-Shelter Program 

For trail reports - Attention Ray 
Auger, GMC Field Supervisor 

The Green Mountain Club depends 
on your comments, suggestions, and re
cent reports ro stay updated on trail con
ditions, accurately re pond to hiker in
quirie , and keep ahead of potential 
problems on the Long Trail System. 

Avoid fatigue by working at a comfortable 
pace and rest when tired. Switching tools and 
projects often will reduce the fatigu factor. 

Pass the tools handle first. Never throw 
tools unless you are in danger of falling. 

When limbing a down tree, always keep the 
tree between you and the cutting. This will 
prevent any glanc back from striking you. 

When cutting a standing tree for a water
bar or steps, first take a good look at the tree . 

Are there any dead branches which may 
fall upon the cutter? Any rot to indicate a split 
away once cutting begins? If so, pick another 
tree. 

Can you drop the tree to avoid its hanging 
up on another? 

Before cutting, pick several escape routes 
should the tree fall towards you. Remember, 
no matter how well a cut is planned, the tree 
has a mind of its own and can fall back on 
you, split, and drop a branch. After picking 
escape routes, clear all obstacles. 

Have a spotter keep an eye on the tree top 
watching for problems and to shout a warn
ing when it begins falling . This is essential 
when using a chain saw due to the cutting 
speed and noise. The spotter will probably 
need to tap a chain saw operator's helmet in 
order to be understood. Use care with this. 

If cutting with a two person cross-cut, 
designate one to run with the saw and avoid 
a tug-of-war as the tree is falling. 

Once a tree starts falling, run far via your 
escape route. Remember the tree butt may 
bounce when falling and/or roll. Therefore, 
never just back up a step or two. 

Once a lree is on the ground, another 
hazard is the "springer". Springers are small 
trees pinched beneath a larger tree, which 
when partially cut through, may spring up
ward with enough force to knock a tool or 
trail worker flying. This is especially 
dangerous when working with a chain saw. 
Blowdowns are prime candidates for 
springers, so be careful. 

Hazard trees or widow makers hanging 
over the trail are another danger to the main
tainer. These should be removed only when 
there is no danger to those doing the remov
ing. If in doubt, not!,! the location and rerurn 
with adequate tools, ropes, and assistance to 
safely remov . 

By following these few guidelines all trail 
maintainers should have a afo and njoyabl 
work party. 

REMEMBER: AVOID ACCIDENTS BY 
PLANNING TO A VOID THEM! 
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GMC BOOKSTORE & PACK BASKET 
Books from The GMC Book Store can get you there and back, ummer and winter, and can even help you 
appreciate nature's beauty a little more along the way. Club members receive a 15 per cent di scount on non-GMC 
books - and an even larger discount on GMC publications! 

ORDER FORM 

MEMBER NON-MEMBER 
TITLE PRICE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL 

Green Mountain Club Publications 
Guide Book ef the Long Trail, 23rd Edition $ 5.50 $ 8.50 

Day Hiker's Guide to Vermont, 3rd Edition $ 5.00 $ 7.50 

Tundra Trail Guide: Life, Man & the Eco!l._stern on the Top ef Mt. Mansfield $ .50 $ .75 

Trail Map: Mt. Mansfield $ 1.00 $ 1. 75 

Trail l\1ap: Camel's Hump $ 1.25 $ 1.95 

Green Mountain Adventure, Vermont'.r LONG TRAIL 

Hardcover $10.50 $14.95 
Softcover $ 7.00 $ 9.95 

Fifty Hikes in Vermont, Backcountry Publications $ 7.60 $ 8.95 

Northeastern Trail Guides 
White Mountain Guide, Appalachian Mountain Club $11.00 $12.95 
Guide to Mt. Washington and the Presidential Range, Appalachian Mountain Club $ 5.90 $ 6.95 
Guide to Adirondack Trails, High Peaks Region, Adirondack Mountain Club $ 9.30 $10.95 
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in New Hampshire and Vermont, Appalachian Trail 

Conference $13.50 $15.90 
Guide to Appalachian Trail in Maine, The Maine Appalachian Trail Club $12.30 $14.50 

Other Recreation Guides 
Winter Hiking and Camping, Adirondack Mountain Club $ 7.60 $ 8.95 
Canoe Camping: Vermont and New Hampshire Rivers, Backcountry Publications $ 5.90 $ 6.95 
Catamount Trail, Ski Map of Vermont, Catamount Trail Association $ 2.50 $ 2.95 

Trail Maintenance 
Trail Design, Construction, and Maintenance, Appalachian Trail Conference $ 4.95 $ 5.80 

Natural Histo~ 
The Nature of Vermont, by Charles W. Johnson, University Press of N.E. $ 8.45 $ 9.95 
Bogs ef the Northeast, by Charles W. Johnson, University Press of N.E. $ 8.45 $ 9.95 
Field Guide to Mountain Flowers ef New England, Appalachian Mountain Club $11.00 $12.95 
The Handbook of Vermont Trees, Charles E. Tuttle Co. $ 4.45 $ 5.25 
The Handbook of Vermont Shrubs and Woody Vines, Charles E. Tuttle Co. $ 3.35 $ 3.95 
A Guide to Bird Finding in Vermont, Vermont Institute of Natural Science $ 5.05 $ 5.95 
The Vermont Weather Book, by David M. Ludlum, Vermont Historical Society $11.00 $12.95 
The Beginning Naturalist, by Gale Lawrence, New England Press $ 7.95 $ 6.75 

Patches, Decals 
GMC Cloth Patch for sleeve or pack $ 1.50 NA 
End-to-End Patch (for those certified) $ . 75 NA 
Gl\1C Decal for car window $ .50 $ . 75 
Long Trail Patch for sleeve or pack $ 2.50 $ 3.25 
Long Trail Decal $ .50 $ 1.25 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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Black and White, Historical Postcards 
First Women to Hike Long Trail End-to-End, Sept. 1927 _ $ .15 $ .25 
The Long Trail, Mt. Mansfield, circa 1933. $ .15 $ .25 
Long Trail, Little Rock Pond area, 1936. $ .15 $ .25 
Roy Buchanan with Long Trail Patrol crew, 1932. $ .15 $ .25 
Long Trail Patrol workers at Ritterbush Camp, circa 1930 $ .15 $ .25 
Will S. Monroe and friend at Couching Lion Farm, 1931 $ .15 $ .25 
COMPLETE SET OF SIX POSTCARDS $ . 75 $ 1.25 

Color Postcards 
Killi~ton Peak/Mendon Peak from across Rutland Valley $ .25 $ .30 
View of Stratton Mountain/Stratton Pond $ .25 $ .30 

*Because the Green Mountain Club ships some orders United Parcel SUBTOTAL 
Service, please include both your street address and mailing address. 4% sales tax 
Sorry, no charge cards accepted. (VT Residents) 
Prices subject to change without notice. POSTAGE* 
U.S. Funds only, please. TOTAL 

SHIP TO (please print) : *Postage & Handling 

NAME Order under $5 .00 ... .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . ... . ..... ... ....... S . 75 
Order $5 .01 to $10.00 .. --· ··· ··· · · ·········· ·· .. · ·····--· S I.25 

ADDRESS Order $10.01 to $20.00 .. . ...... . ..... . .... .... .. .... .. ... S I. 75 
Order $20.01 to $40.00 ... . .. ... ........................ S2.50 
Order $40.01 and over ..... .... ....... •.................. $3.50 

CITY STATE ZIP First Class .... .................. . .. .. .... :i(!cl S- .50 p ·r b uk 

I am a GMC member 
I would like to become a GMC member. Please send information 

MAIL TO: THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC., P.O. BOX 889, MONTPELIER, VT 05602 

Shelter Adopters have been reporting on 
the status of their shelters, outhouses and trails 
in their immediate vicinity this hiking season. 
They have posted the new signs supplied by 
the Public Information Committee in most of 
the shelters, as well as reporting on the con
dition and need for trail signs in their area. 
Many adopters have performed needed 
maintenance in addition to packing out ac
cumulated trash left by thoughtless hikers. 

All reports are reviewed by GMC staff to 
indentify potential problems and to direct the 
appropriate Section, agency and I or 
volunteers to assist in projects that are beyond 
the capacity of an adopter. I wish to commend 
the following adopters for their help in mak
ing the Long Trail a more enjoyable hiking 
experience this year. 

Mr. & Mrs. David 
Magnus 

John Mahnker* 

Mr. & Mrs. Todd 
Taska* 

Bob Corliss 
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Journeys End Camp 
Hazen's Notch 

Camp 

Tilloston Camp 
Barrows Camp 

Adopt-a-Shelter Program 

Remi Gratton* 
Charles Fisher 
J er aid W eene 
Mark Haughwout 
Mike Bromberg 
Don Groll 
Malcolm Archard 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray 

Jenness* 
Marjorie Fish & 

Family* 
Mary Lou Johnson* 
Gloria Rapalee 
Helen Dillon 
Pat Olchipinti 
Mr. & Mrs. Brad 

Senter 
Doug Riggs 
Peter Hayden 

Mr. & Mrs. Al 
Pulling 

Mike Costa 

Parker Camp 
Mad Tom 
Story Spring 
Batt ell 
Skyline Lodge 
Boyce 
David Logan 

Cooper Lodge 

Peru Peak 
South Bourn Pond 
Wiley Lodge 
Sunrise 
Cowles Cove 

Birch Glen 
Spruce Peak 
Glen Ellen Lodge/ 

Theron Dean 
Shelter 

Big Branch/ 
Greenwall 

Rolston Rest/ 
Sucker Brook 

Phil Woodbury Old Job I Lost Pond 

* New adopters for 1987 

I should also include the Section Trails & 
Shelters Chairmen who arrange to see that 
shelters in their Sections area are properly 
maintained: 

Bob Lindemann 
Anne Hoover 
Dennis LaForce 
Earl Williams 
Dave Shepard 

Steve Pulling 
Dick Krompegal 
Chris Ward 
Dot MacDonald 
Art Keiser 

Finally I want to repor t that we still need 
adop te rs for the followin g shelters as of 
9/15/87: 

Shooting Star 
Atlas Valley 
Lula Tye 
Laura Woodward 

Emily Proctor 
Jay Camp 
Little Rock Pond 

Al Stiles 
Adopt-A-Shelter Coordinator 
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THE BOOK REVIEW 

Ted Ley in Backtracking: The Way of a 
Naturalist . Chelsea, Vt.: Chelsea Green 
Publishing Company 1987. Pp. 220, illus. 

17. 95 hard cover . 

Last winter I attended a slide lecture on the 
w as 1 family by naturalist Ted Levin. His 
d pth of know! dg , bis el >qu n · and n
thusiasm made me cager m read his fu-st bo k, 
recently published by Chelsea Green. 

Levin is on the staff of the Montshire 
Museum of Science in Hanover where he is 
interpreter of nature as well as scientist. 
Hartland, Vermont, provides home and 
backyard laboratory. Much of the material in 
the book describes wild life in Vermont and 
the Northeast, but Levin studies nature 
wherever he goes: the interstate, the 
Everglades, Bonaventure Island in the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence. 

The author was born to be a naturalist. As 
a young boy he was fascinated by everything 
that stirred in his and his neighbor's yard on 
Long Island, thus the chapter "Wantagh: 
Mandelbaum's Bushes and Beyond." Tolerant 
parents quickly learned to share their house 
with snakes and salamanders. For the young 
Levin, "Going to the American Museum of 

atural History was better than watching 
television." 

The title of the book, Backtracking, refers to 
autobiographical chapters, which trace his 
development as a naturalist, as well as to the 
way Levin reads animal tracks. His method 
is to follow the tracks to their starting point. 
A patient and compassionate observer, he has 
a gift for involving the reader (or listener). 

A susp nseful chapter describ s life with 
a rambunctious, orphaned fisher kit, which 
is nursed to maturity in the Levins' bath
room in Hartland. In another, "In a Vernal 
Pool," Levin teaches you to audibly identify 
amphibians: "wood frogs croak, peepers peep, 
Am •rican toads and gray tr cfrogs trill, 
I opard and pickerel frogs snor , mink fr gs 
cluck, green frogs twang, and buJlfrogs belch." 
In "Fox Watching Off Route 5" he has a grand 
old time watching three giddy red fox pups 
at play; his laughing out loud makes no im
pression on them. 

Despite his careful study of creatures close 
at hand, Levin never loses sight of the larger 
ecological picture. An ardent conservationist, 
he defends all threatened species: the Eastern 
coyote, the timber rattlesnake, the bald eagle. 
He has seen what happens when we tolerate 
unrestrained development. "I grew up in 
suburbia and watched my greenbelt shrivel, 
my vacant lot come undone. I came here to 
the Upper Valley, myselfhalfLevittown, half 
wild •mess, a part of the problem but also, I 
hop , a part of the solution." 

I suggest you put this well written volume, 
beautifully illustrated by Joan Waltermire, on 
your Christmas list. Or buy it for someone 
you care about. 
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GMC CALENDAR 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Putney Inn, Putney, Vermont.. ............. .............. . January 9 

Board of Directors Meeting ..................... ................... March 5 

Old Job Trail 

by Sue Carey 

For many years I have heard about a giant 
sawdust pile, bigger than a house. It is located 
along the Old Job Trail, a name which also 
intrigues me. On July 25, the Killington Sec
tion led a hike to the Old Job Trail and I finally 
got to see it for myself. 

We hiked south on the Long Trail from 
Forest Road #10, past Big Branch Shelter and 
across Big Branch. Here is the Old Job Trail. 
The Long Trail used to follow this route. It 
has a gentle grade and is a pleasant hike. 

After two miles we came upon our objec
tive: the sawdust pile. What I find so surpris
ing is that as old as it is nothing is growing 
on it. You can look down and still see in
dividual pieces of sawdust. 

From mith & Rann's «History of Rutland 
Counfy" l) arned tha1 during th latter halfof 
the 19th century this place was a thriving in
dustrial area. The most important industry 
was the making of charcoal. The charcoal was 

burned from both hard and softwood and con
sidering the size of the sawdust pile they must 
have used enormous quantities. 20,000 cords 
of wood were burned for charcoal each year. 

Silas Griffith, Vermont's first millionaire 
was the principle owner of the 35 charcoal 
kilns in this area. The location of the kilns were 
given the nameJob (Black Branch] ob, Sum
mit] ob, etc.) hence the name OldJob Trail. 
Bricks from the charcoal kilns can still be seen 
along the trail. 

Mill Glen located in the vicinity ofthe Old 
Job shelter had 8 kilns, 30 resident families, 
2 blacksmith shops, a wagon shop a harness 
shop, a shoe shop, a store, 2 boarding houses 
and a school. Greeley Mill located near Big 
Branch Shelter had 4 kilns. 

It would be interesting to return and search 
for evidence of these buildings because the 
area has returned to forest with the sawdust 
pile as a monument to its former occupants. 

(Photo by Sue Carey) 

FIRST IN PRINTING QUALITY & SERVICE 

We are fully equipped to offer superior creative design, typesetting , printing 
and binding of all kinds of books, brochures. posters, stationery, magazines, 
business forms, letterheads, envelopes, and much, much morel Check with 
us and discuss the design, paper and inks of your next printing job. We'll give 
you lhe printing service and quality that you expect at a cost that will 
pleasanlly surprise youl 

ORTtlld G:HT :~~~.·: .... 
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The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 889 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
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Paid 

Montpelier, VT 

One of two bobcat kittens spotted near the Long Trail this summer. (Photo by Michael A. Russom) 


