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Annual Meeting: Attendance Up, Weather Bright 
By Robert L. Hagerman, Editor 

Perfect weather, a pleasant setting and a 
good turnout combined to produce what 
appeared to be a very successful 70th annual 
meeting for rhe Green Mountain Club. 

Hosted by the new Ottauquechee Section. 
the membership business meeting and re· 
lated activities on Saturday, May 24, were 
held at the Teago Grange Hall in South 
Pomfret, just north of Woodstock ("related 
activities" included a fine lunch and dinner 
put on by the Teago Volunteer Fire De
partment!). 

Though there's reason to believe more 
than 130 GMC'ers attended, 128 actually 
registered. That was about 30 more than in 
1979, but still less than earlier annual meet-

LTN EDITOR TO RESIGN 

Your editor would like to hang up his 
pencil and typewriter. Which is to say, 
I have sent notice to the Club's president 
and Board of Directors that after six years 
as editor of The Long Tr.ail News, I 
would like to resign the position. I have 
not, however, set a firm date at this point 
in hopes that an orderly transition can be 
made to a new editor. 

There's no question that the job is a 
major volunteer effort. But for somebody 
who likes reporting, writing, editing, and 
layout, it can be particularly rewarding to 
have "your own" journal to do this all 
with. In so doing, you will, of coul"se, 
provide a big benefit to the GMC and 
its members. 

So anybody who has a definite interest 
in the L TN editorship, or who would like 
to know more about it, should contact the 
undersigned at Box 671, Morrisville, VT 
05661, Tel. 802-888-2811 (6-7:30 p.m. is 
best time). 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Editor 

ings for some years. And while at-large mem
bers far outnumber section members in the 
Club's membership ranks, the reverse was the 
case in annual meeting turnout: 34 at-large 
members and 94 section members. The in
dividual sections each had the following 
number of members present: Ottauquechee, 
21; Burlington, 11; Pioneer Valley, 11; Mont
pelier, 8; Bennington and Killington, 7 each; 
Connecticut, Montreal and New York, 5 
each; Worcester, 4; Brattleboro, Bread Loaf 
and Sterling, 3 each; St. Albans, l ; and 
Jay, none. 

Among various reports given at the busi
ness meeting was that of Treasurer Preston 
]. Bristow, Jr. He announced that the Club 
had ended the 1979-80 fiscal year (April 
30) with a deficit of $2,248.37. While cer· 
cainly not good, he noted that this final 
figure was significantly les.s than the deficit 
which had been anticipated earlier in the 
year. Major reasons for the "improved" fi 
nancial picture was a spurt of guidebook 
sales this spring, and some $500 more than 
had been expected in donations from sec
tion members in the second annual solicita
tion of those members. 

In elections, members chose John E. Keyes 
of Montpelier as the Clubs new auditor. He 
succeeds Newell A. Briggs of Essex Junction, 
who had served since 1977. Keyes, like 
Briggs, is a Certified Public Accountant. 
The auditor is the only Club officer which 
the Club membership chooses directly; the 
ochers are chosen by the Board of Directors 
(and see below). . 

At-large members elected four directors to 
represent them, that is, four of the seven 
for which thc:re were vacancies. Three were 
elected to three-year terms (expiring 1983) 
as follows: Sarah A. Gannett of Brattleboro 
(re-elected); Thomas J. Pressly of Rutland; 
and Robert Attenborough of East Hartford , 
Conn. The fourth at-large election was that 
of Keith Edson of Essex Junction as director 
to complete the unexpired term to 1981 
of Victor W. Henningsen, III of Andover, 

Mass .. who resigned in 1979. 
At th ir organizational meeting follo~g 

the membership meeting the Board of Di· 
rectors re-el cted all incumbent officers with
out contest. They are: president, Douglas A, 
James of Westfield , Mass.; vice president, 
James E. Wilkinson, Jr. of Barre; treasurer, 

(See Meeting, Page 2) 

--GOLD MINE FIND - That dark hole at left is the 
entrance to one of the two abandoned gold mines 
in the Chateauguay area o{ Bridgewater which these 
GMC'ers visii.ed on an annua l meeting hike. Each i 
holding up the nugget of gold which he or she £ou.nd 
(genuine fools type) . Beginnfog at right, they are, in 
approximate order: front row: Mike Swiszcz (Wor
cester Section), Mary Gr:icc Cert.-s.ia (Ouauquechce, 
or "0''), Mick and Ronni MOrJ.'30 (0), Paul Grat
tan (Bennlngtol)), G<!org Reynolds (Killington), 
Paul Magoon (0), Don Whitney (0), Charles Royal 
(At Large), Jim Moore (At Large), Smith Edwards 
(Sterling), and Bud Jenne, th.e trip leader (0); in 
rear: Debbie Mader (0), Ken Hatch (0), and Steve 
Powis (At Large). (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 
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(From Meeting, Page 1) 
Preston J. Bristow, Jr. of Woodstock; and 
secretary, Elizabeth Paulsen of Bennington. 
(A complete roster of the Board of Directors 
and officers appears elsewhere in this issue.) 

In other major actions, the Board: 
- Accepted the Bread Loaf Section's of

fer and named it as "adopter" of the Claren
don Gorge Bridge, initially on a trial basis. 

- Authorized the purchase of a new 4-
speed transmission, 1 I 2-ton pickup truck for 
the Long Trail Patrol, at a sum not to ex
ceed $6, 500. The action came on a recom
mendation by Donald M. Wallace, chair
man of the Caretaker and Ranger Programs 
Committee. The new truck will be funded 
in large measure by a $5, 000 donation for 
that purpose received from IBM. 

- Acted on a report by an ad hoc com
mittee established to study and recommend 
what to do with a wilderness camp property 
on Sterling Pond donated to the GMC late 
last year by Thomas J. Watson, Jr., former 
chairman of the board of IBM . The com
mittee found the structure to be in generally 
so~d condition and urged that it be pre
served for use by Long Trail hikers and other 
visitors to the pond. No decision was made 
on ultimate alteratiQns to the 21 -by-20-foot 
structure or its long-term use, pending fur
ther study by the Montpelier Secti~n. But_the 
Board did authorize some needed immediate 
repairs to make it safe and serviceab~e for use 
this year, and directed that the Sterlmg Pond 
Shelter caretaker supervise that use this 
hiking season. Memben; of the ad hoc com
mittee were Paul Wallace-Brodeaur, Sally 
Sairs and Dave Morse, all of the Montpelier 
Section, and Corky Magoon of the Burling
ton Section. 

Other Saturday highlights were a special 
panel discussion that aft~moon and a ~pe~ial 
evening program which mcluded the viewmg 
of three slide shows. 

The panel discussion was entitl~d "Wind 
Turbines on the Green Mountams: What 
Impact?" Moderator was Larry Van Meter, 
member of the Board of Directors and a 
teacher at The Mountain School in Vershire . 
Panel members and· very brief highlights of 
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their respective remarks were: 
John Van Hom of EnerTech Corporation 

of Norwich. He spoke on the role of small 
wind-power generators for use by individual 
homesteads, farms or small businesses. Most 
such domestic use sites are in valleys, where 
relatively high and constant winds do not 
exist. For that reason Van Hom saw very 
limited use of such generators in Vermont -
no more than 200 by the end of the century. 

John Zimmerman, director, New England 
Wind Energy Conversion Services of More
town. Zimmerman said that large wind 
generation systems require major mountain
tops (wind-rich sites) which meet the follow
ing criteria: (1) an existing summit access 
road; (2) nearby power transmission lines; 
and (3) no mountaintop telecommunication 
or transmitter facilities . He said that only two 
major Vermont peaks meet those criteria: 
Stratton Mountain and Lincoln Mountain, 
both with ski area developments . 

Carl Bartels , energy engineer, Green 
Mountain Power Corporation, Burlington. 
Bartels described GMP's proposal, still tenta
tive, to place a 200-foot-high, 3-megawatt 
MOD-5 or MOD-6 wind turbine on Lincoln 
Mountain. He emphasized that the federal 
Department of Energy grant awarded to 
GMP in February was for construction of a 
160-foot meteorological tower to monitor 
wind characteristics, and that the Lincoln 
Mountain site would be evaluated once that 
study was complete (another DOE grant 
went to Vermont Electric Power Co. for a 
similar tower on Stratton Mountain). 

Lester Anderson, Save Lincoln Mountain 
Committee, Lincoln. Anderson spoke on the 
strong feelings of many Lincoln citizens 
against a large-scale wind turbine on Lincoln 

Mt. Among other things, he questioned 
whether GMP would seek to construct more 
than one turbine in the future, and spoke 
of the possible "safety zone" established 
around a turbine, among other things to 

"OLDEST" & "FARTHEST" 
The Club's senior member was there 

again. Recognized at the annual meeting 
was 74-year-old John E. Paulson of Ben
nington. He joined the Bennington Sec
tion in 1919 and has been with it and the 
GMC ever since. Also recognized was 
James E. Qim) Moore as the Club member 
traveling the farthest to attend the meet
ing. He came all the way from Bradenton, 
Florida. 

protect hikers from chunks of ice thrown 
from the turbine blades. 

A question-and-answer period followed 
the opening remarks of each panel member. 

The evening program consisted of the fol
lowing: 

- A slide show and discussion on orien -
teering by Robert Cochran, a member of the 
Ottauquechee Section. 

- A slide show and personal pleas for 
support of additional Wilderness Areas in 
Vermont by four members of the Vermont 
Wilderness Association. They were Bill Upte
grove of Jamaica, Dick Andrews of Andover, 
Linda Hay of Springfield, and Warner Shedd 
of Calais. (And see separate article about 
the Wilderness question.) 

- The premiere of a GMC-sponsored 
slide show, "Beyond The Limit Of Trees: 
New England's Alpine Areas. " See separate 
article for details about the show. 

Sunday activities included a number of 

MT. TOM MOUNTAINEERS - Trip leader Jane Curtis, center, points the way on a map f~r these 
GMC'ers who joined the annual meeting hike up Mt. Tom in Woodstock. Others, from left, are Lma and 
Ken Osgood, Robert Carc:y, Betsy Paulsen, and Will Curtis. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 
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day hikes, some spontaneous and unre
hearsed, others arranged by the big "O" 
Section. The latter included trips up Mt. 
Tom in Woodstock and to a couple of long
abandoned gold mines in the Bridgewater 
area. Participants "struck it rich," though 
not with gold but with the pleasures of a 
golden day in the woods. 

BESTEST, MOSTEST, ETC. 

A feature of the Club's 1980 annual 
meeting was a new round of awards to 
various sections for their special accom -
plishments over the past year. Purpose of 
the program, which was inaugurated in 
1978, is to recognize the section achieve
ments in some way - and have a little 
fun at the sane time. 

As before, President Doug James re
ceived few formal nominations for awards 
in response to the notice about the con
test in the May L TN. He and his fellow 
judges thus took liberal liberties in select
ing winners for both announced and un
announced award categories. T he results: 

Best Shelter Improvement, Brattleboro 
Section for "modernizing" the wire bwiks 
at William Douglas Shelter with boards; 
Best Outing Meal also went to the Brattle
boro Section for the shrimp neuberg 
featured on a winter outing last February; 
Outstanding Service to the Green Moun -
tain Club, Ottauquechee Section for host
ing the Club's 1980 annual meeting; and 
Outstanding Service to the Public, Bread 
Loaf Section for providing labor in a local 
recycling program, for helping in Ver
mont's Green-Up Week program, and for 
participating in a local home and garden 
show. 

Also, Largest Turnout for a Work Out
ing, the Bread Loaf Section for having 
12 of its 75 or so members help in one 
such outing; Best Good Neighbor Deed, 
Connecticut Section for helping one of its 
members to clean up property damage 
caused by a tornado to the home of that 
member, Herb van Winkelen. And final
ly, Most Outrageous Reason For Cancel
ling A Hike, Connecticut Section. The 
situation: a planned week-long backpack 
April 21-28, 1979 in southeastern Penn
sylvania from Lehigh Furnace Gap to the 
Susquehanna River. Reason for cancel
lation: the nuclear accident March 28 at 
the Three Mile Island atomic power 
plant. 

LOST AND FOUND 
FOUND - Quality pocket-knife at 

GMC annual meeting; to recover, seqd de
scription and 50 cents for mailing expense 
to Robert L. Hagerman (Editor, L TN), Box 
671, Morrisville, VT 05661. 

FOUND - At Hazen Notch Camp, a 
pair of gold-rimmed prescription sensor eye
glaMeS made in France; owner may recover 
by contacting Fred Judd, RFD '2, St. Albans, 
VT 05478. 
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New Slide Show Describes 
New England's Alpine Areas 

Beyond The Limit Of Trees: New Eng
land's Alpine Areas. That's the name of a 
new GMC slide show which provides much 
informati?n about t~e special - and fragile 
- ecological zones m New England which 
have much in common with arctic zones 
I , 000 miles to the north. 

The 20-minute audiovisual production 
w.as prepared on a professional basis by Peter 
Z1ka, a former GMC ranger-naturalist on 
Mt. Mansfield. Zika worked wider the di
rection of the Club's Public Information 
Committee. 

for use by both GMC'ers and the general 
public. Requests should be sent to the Club 
office at P. 0. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 
05602. 

Like the Mt. Mansfield show, which is still 
available, the new show has two choices of 
sound track. One version has audible "beeps" 
recorded over the cassette tape narration. 
Each "beep" signals when a new slide should 
be manually advanced into the slide projec
tor. The second version is for those who have 
a cassette-tape player and projector which 
together advance slides automatically through 
inaudible electronic signals. Foc both ver
sions, the 140 slides come in a standard cir
cular Kodak slide carousel. 

The rental fee for the program is $10.00, 
which includes outgoing shipping costs. This 
is payable in advance. Your order must also 
include a separate check for $15 .00 as a 
deposit. The Club will hold this check and 
return it once the program h as been re
turned to Club headquarters. Due to expected 
demand the Club requires that the show 
be shown and returned as soon as possible, 
with a maximum loan period of three days 
(excluding shipping time) . 

GMC FIELD PERSONNEL 

The following is a roster of the 32 yowig 
men and women who this summer will carry 
out the GMC's field programs. 

Ranger-Naturalists 
Mt. Mansfield: Laura Dibble*, Head 

Ranger, and Colin Wightman*, Julia Hand* , 
and Cindy McGuffey. 

Camel's Hump: Wayne Feiden• , Head 
Ranger, and Gloria Rapalee* (at Gorham 
Lodge) and David Hooke. 

Vermont has several alpine areas, including 
those on the summits of Mt. Mansfield and 
Camel's Hump over which the Long Trail 
passes. But the new show takes a broader Caretakers 
view by encompassing similar areas in New . Ben Davis*, Northern Caretaker Super-
Hampshire and Maine. With taped narra- visor; Ray Auger*, Southern Caretaker 
tion and dramatic and colorful photographs, Supervisor; James Mittendorf, Sterling Pond 
most by Zika himself, it describes in detail Shelter; Linda Gionti, Taft Lodge; Elisabeth 
the origins, climate, flora and fawia of these Andrews, Butler Lodge; Virginia Yandow, 
alpine zones, and how they are both similar Taylor Lodge; Stephen Burns, Wiley Lodge; 
to and different from true arctic areas. Of Dean Tucker, Montclair Glen Lodge; Jen
particular interest are the ways in which the ni.fer Strickler, Stark's Nest; Joseph Kelley, 
unusual alpine plants - some of them ex- Little Rock Pond Shelter; Jonathan Wells, 
ceedingly rare and endangered - have Griffith Lake Shelter; Adam Krass, Bromley 
a~apted to survive in the windy, cold and wet Camp; Carol Rothstein*, Stratton Pond; 
chmate .. The show closes by describing the Sar~h Spademan*, Stratton Pond; Evelyn 
steps which the State. of Vermont and the Roggio,Glastenbury Mt. Shelter; Steven Beadle, 
Green Mowitain Club have taken to help Congdon Camp; and Peter Nwies, Replace
protect and preserve these special natural ment Caretaker. 
areas on Mansfield and Camel's Hump. 

In some ways, the new show is a natural 
follow-up to the GMC's other slide show, 
Mt. Mansfield - Capstone of Vermont, which 
~as completed in 1978. While that certainly 
mcludes reference to Mansfield's alpine zone, 
it doesn't provide nearly the detail about 
this which the new slide show offers. 

New England Alpine Areas is now available 

Long Trail Patrol 
Geoffrey Gourley* , Crew Boss, and 

Patrick Sernyak*, Stuart Chandler*, Anton 
Gulovsen*, Roslyn Fleischman, Cleo Billings, 
Christine Halpin, and Judith Peach. 

*Has previous experience in either the same 
or another GMC field program. 
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ALL RE-ELECTED - Those of your Club's of
ficers shown here were all re-elected for the 1980-
81 year. From left are, kneeling: .Douglas A. James, 
presjdenl, and James E. Wilkinson, J r. , vice presi
dent; and .standing: Preston J. Bristow, Jr., lrea~ 
surer and lletsey Paulsen, secretary. Nm on hand 
fo r ~ photograph was the newly-ele<."Ced auditor, 
John E. Keyes. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 

OFFICERS, STAFF & DIRECTORS 

Officers 
President: Douglas James, 936 Granville 

Rd., Westfield, MA 01085 
Vice President: James E. Wilkinson, Jr., 

125 Tremont St., Barre, VT 05641 
Treasurer: Preston J. Bristow, Jr., 75 

Central St., Woodstock, VT 05091 
Secretary: Betsy Paulsen, 319 Weeks St., 

Bennington, VT 05201 . 
Auditor: John E. Keyes, 32 Colomal Dr., 

Montpelier, VT 05602 

Staff 
Executive Director: Harry T. Peet, Jr. 
Field Supervisor: Presently vacant 
Administrative Assistant: Jacqueline Sulek 

Directors* 
Meetings of the Club's Board of Directors 

have been scheduled on Sept. 20 at the 
State Ski Dorm in Stowe, and on Jan. 10 
and March 14, 1981 (the former at the Long 
Trail Lodge in Mendon and the latter at the 
Putney Inn in Putney). Club members are 
welcome to attend any of these meetings. 

To May, 1981 
Thom Bailey, P.O. Box 389, Arlington, 

VT 05250 (Bennington) 
Joe Cook, Box 22, Newfane, VT 05345 

(Brat tleboro) 
John Harrington, 122 Buell St. , Burling

ton, VT 05401 {Burlington) 
Herbert van Winkelen, 1864 Poquonock 

Ave., Poquonock, CT 06064 (Connecticut) 
Donald M. Wallace, Mechanical Engi

neering Dept., Norwich University, North
field; VT 05663 (New York) 
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John F. Kirby, 700 Franklin Turnpike, 
Allendale, NY 07401 (New York) 

Jane Curtis, Hartland, VT 05048 (Ottau
quechee)* 

Fred Perry, Jr., River Road - Rt. 19, 
North Adams, MA 01247 (Pioneer Valley) 

Keith A. Edson, 62 Gentes Rd., Essex 
Junction, VT 05452 (At Large) 

Laurence Van Meter, Vershire, VT 05079 
(At Large) 

To May, 1982 
Tunis Williamson, RFD -1 - Box 192, 

New Haven, VT 05472 (Bread Loaf) 
Coralie Magoon, Colchester, VT 05446 

(Burlington) . 
Andrew Nuquist , 29 Bailey Ave., Mont-

pelier, VT 05602 (Montpelier) . 
Robert J. Grenier , 350 Prince Arthur St . 

W. - Apt. 323 , Montreal , Quebec, Canada 
H2X 3R4 (Monrreal) 

Harvey W. Sarven, 216 11th SL, Surf 
City, NJ 08008 (New York} 

Willard Blaisdell, St. Albans St ., Enos
burg Falls, VT 05450 (St. Albans) 

George E. Plumb, Vermont Department 
of Forests, Parks and Recreation, Montpelier, 
VT 05602 (VDFPR representative) 

Ellen Reiss, RFD -1, Montpelier, VT 
05602 (At Large) 

Hans Fritsch, Box 61, Whately, MA 01093 
(At Large) 

To May, 1983 
Roderick Rice, 201 Prospect Pkwy., Bur-

lington, VT 05401 (Burlington} . 
Jack Coriell, RD -1 · Box 312, Basking 

Ridge, NJ 07920 (New York) . 
Robert L. Hagerman, Box 671 , Moms

ville, VT 05661 (Sterling) 
Norman A. Rayner, 147 Pakachoag St., 

Aub urn, MA 01501 (Woi;cester)"' 
Joseph Sposta, U.S. Forest Se~ce, Rut

land, VT 05701 (USFS representative) 
Sarah A. Gannett, Pleasant Valley Road, 

Brattleboro, VT 05301 (At Large) 
.Thomas}. Pressly, RFD -1, Rutland, VT 

05701 (At Large) 
Robert Attenborough, 330 King St., East 

Hartford, CT 06108 (At Large) 

*There are some gaps and possible errors 
in this roster. Despite the editor's efforts, 
information from the following sections 
about their respective representativ~s) on 
the GMC Board is either lacking entirely or 

IF YOU'RE MOVING •.. 
After each issue of the Long Tra11 News, 

the Postal Service returns some copies be
cause of incorrect addresses. This means 
postage expense for the GMC (25 cents 
a return!) and also means those members 
don't get their copies. So if you are mov
ing, let us know your new address. Mem
bers-at-large should send changes to Eliz
abeth Hartnett at the Montpelier office 
while section members should notify their 
respective section secretaries who will in 
turn notify Hartnett. 

uncertain in some respect: Ottauquechee: of 
Curtis, section president Tom Debevoise re
ports "Her term is annual, I believe;" Wor
cester: in accord with Club bylaws, Wor
cester has gone from one to two directors 
but we don't know the second one; Killing
ton: entitled to one representative but we 
don't know who it is; Jay: the status of this 
section is very uncertain, and it is currently 
without a representative. 

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIST ANT 
Your Green Mountain Club has a new 

administrative assistant. She is Jacqueline A. 
Gacqui) Sulek, a name familiar to at least 
some GMC'ers as one of the Club's ranger
naturalists for the last two years. She suc
ceeds Cynthia Z. Hartnett, who resigned 
after about a year's service in the post. 

Jacqui, 26, was born in New York City 
but soon thereafter moved with her family 
to Venezuela, where she lived for the next 
16 years (she is fluent in Spanish as a re· 
sult). She graduated from the Emma Willard 
School in Troy, N.Y . in 1972 and from 
Middlebury College cum laude in 1976. 
There she received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in studio art and a certificate to teach ele
mentary school. 

Moving to Burlington following gradua
tion, Jacqui worked in a retail score there 
until 1978 (and took additional courses at the 
University of Vermont during that time). 
That summer she became one of the GMC's 
ranger-naturalists on Mt. Mansfield, and the 
following summer was the head ranger
naturalist there. Other jobs with other con
cerns have been sprinkled along the way 
before her selection as the GMC administra
tive assistant. 

An Outward Bound "graduate" in 1973, 
she's done extensive hiking and backpacking 
in the Canadian Rockies. She continues those 
outdoor activities today, of course, and is also 
a jogger and cross-country skier. Other 
sparetime interests include drawing, photo
graphy, needlecraft, cooking, gardening, 
reading and natural history observation and 
identification. She is unmarried and current
ly lives in Morristown. 
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GMC Aututnn Outing Is Sept. 12-14 

The Green Mountain Club will hold its third Autumn Outing for 
members at Mountain Meadows Campground in Lincoln, Vt. on Friday
Sunday, Sept. 12-14 This campground is located in a picturesque setting 
on the west side of Lincoln Mountain about midway between the Jerusalem 
and Battell Trails. The season normally closes Labor Day, but Lum and 
Marylin Melendy, the owners, have again agreed to reopen one weekend for 
the exclusive use of the GMC. 

Most of the 49 spacious campsites offer a spectacular view of Lincoln 
Mountain. Each has electricity, a fireplace, picnic table and running water. 
Modern lavatories with hot showers are nearby and a dumping station for 
camper units is available. A beautiful brook babbles along the back of the 
campground, and there is a pond for swimming (?I) and fishing, a recreation 
hall, and playground facilities for children. 

The event's co-chairmen, Joe and Cathy Frank, have announced that 
attendance will be by reservation only. So complete the form below and 
return it to Club headquarters by Sept. 2. Upon arrival Sept. 12 or 13 
each holder of a reservation will be assigned the campsite of his or her 
choice from those not yet assigned. There are modest charges for the hot 
showers (bring quarters!) and for firewood. No pets will be allowed. To 
simplify arrangements, there will be no catered meals. Grocery stores are 
within three miles. For further information contact the Franks by mail at 
31 Bilodeau Parkway, Burlington; VT 05401 or by telephone 7 to 9 p.m. 
at 802-372-4648. 

Participants may arrive as early as noon Friday and remain through 
Sunday afternoon. IMPORTANT: Those arriving Friday are strongly urged 
to do so by 11 p.m., when the camp gate will be locked for security. 
For those arriving no more than an hour after that time, some one will 
be on duty to reopen the gate. Indicate your expected time of arrival on 
the reservation form, if that is your case. And if an unexpected delay en 
route will result in a post-11 p.m. arrival, call 802-453-3982 before that hour. 

A variety of hikes will be offered on Saturday and Sunday. One of the hikes 
on Saturday will be a tour of the Bristol Cliffs Wilderness Area led by Tunis 
Williamson. The Saturday evening program will feature the Club's newest 
slide show, Beyond The Limit Of Trees: New England's Alpine Areas. So 
come one, come all for a pleasant fall weekend. 

- - - - - - - - - - -- - -

WE'RE EASY TO GET TO: 

VERGENNES 

" I NEW HAVEN~ 17 

JU,CTION' 

22 ul1 
I 

1MIDDLEBURY 

~ 1 

1980 AUTUMN OUTING RESERVATION FORM 

TO: Green Mountain Club, P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 0.5602 

Please reserve a campsite for: 

adults {16 and up) for 

children (6 to 16) for 

nights @$2.50 per person per night 

nights @$1.00 per person per night 

tots (0 to 6) for _nights @no charge 

$ ___ _ 

$ ___ _ 

TOTAL (with payment enclosed; make checks payable to The Green Mountain Club) $ -----
RESERVATION DEADLINE IS SEPT. 2t 
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NEW STOVE FOR HAZEN'S - Two active participants in the GMC:s Adopt-A-Shelter Program reccnLly 
carried in a new stove to Hazen's Notch Camp. At the front end of thcir Liuer (lhe heavy end) is Herl) Recd, 
director of the program, and at the rear end (also the heavy end) is Fred Judd, the o££icial adopter of Lhi~ 
Long Trail shelter. 

ADOPT-A-SHELTER NOTES 
New Adopter And A "Mouse-Proof" Box 

Editor's Note: The following news and 
notes about the Club's re-established Adopt
A-Shelter program were provided by its di
rector, Herbert W. Reed. If you would like 
to participate or wish more information, 
contact Herb at RFD #2 - Fairfax Road, 
St. Albans, VT 05478, Tel. 802-524-4863. 

A new addition to our Adopter roll is 
Audrey Hartman of Goshen, who has adopted 
Sucker Brook Shelter. We still have two shel
ters and two lodges which we'd like to see 
adopted but are not yet so. They are, re
spectively, Cooley Glen and Emily Proctor, 
and Skyline and Worth Mountain. 

There are several adopters who should 
receive special credit. One is Deborah Mader, 
who skied in to Rolston Rest in early March 
and was able to give us important informa
tion about the sad condition of the outhouse 
there - either extensive repairs or build a 
new one. She expressed willingness to help 
on this project. Deborah also made several 
small repairs on the shelter and cleaned the 
area, making a more pleasant place for tired 
hikers. 

Another is Robert Wetherbee of Norton, 
Mass., who with his family made two early 
visits to David Logan Shelter. They cleaned 
the shelter, outhouse and area, insµred a 
clean water supply and made small repairs. 
Bob and crew carried out nine bags of trash, 
apparently an accumulation of two or three 
years of neglect by careless hikers. A real 
credit to this Long Trail team and a splendid 
example of why we have and need shelter 
adopters. Wetherbee and his Long Trail 
volunteer efforts were, incidentally, the sub
ject of a fine feature story in the Attleboro, 
Mass. Sun Chronicle of June 25, 1980. 

And Fred Judd of St. Albans, a retired 
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railroader and a veteran adopter, continues 
his active ways. Fred travels 40 miles to 
Hazen Notch Camp once or twice a week to 
keep it spotless and to keep a supply of wood 
on hand for some hapless hiker out of fuel 
for his pack stove, or who is cold and wet 
and appreciates drying out by the new stove 
which Fred donated for hiker comfon. Fred 
has also made various repairs including a 
complete creosoting of the camp and out
house. He also added a few innovations of his 
own: a picnic table and a metal mouseproof 
box for food. 

Although I write of only three of the 17 
adopters, each and every one has a good 
record of adoption. Each is doing his or her 
job in their own way and doing it well. 
Personally, I am pleased and am sure that 
the GMC, as well as all hikers who pass by 
these adopted shelters, are grateful to find a 
clean and sanitary place to spend the night. 

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS 

The following are additional section mem -
hers who have donated money to the GMC 
in response to the 1980 Section Solicitation, 
and who were not listed in the May L TN 
because their donations were received after 
its press time. This list is current as of 
June 30. As with the earlier donors, their 
contributions are much appreciated. 

Emily B. Anderson 
Nicholas E. Arpaia III 
Calvin Artke 
GraceJ. Averill 
Mrs. David Babbott 
Walter Banfield 
Mrs. Mildred Barnard 
Richard Beebe 
Ellen Beekman 
Mrs. Ethel B. Beihl 
David A. Bennett 

Mrs . C.H. Bjoraa 
Paul H. Wallace-Brodeur 
Lawrence S. Brown 
Candace Clarke 
Miss Mildred L. Congdon 
Frederick & Shirley A. Cook 
Elizabeth K. Cook 
Wilton & Marjorie Covey 
WymaDale 
Louise F. Davis 
Mrs. L.P. Evans 
Alfred Friend 
Edward K. Gleason 
Dr. & Mrs. D.W. Gwnp 
Miss Glenna Hale 
Steve Jackson 
Doug James 
Elizabeth E . Jewett 
Elsa I. Johnson 
Joseph & Barbara Kekacs 
William & Paula Kelly 
Dr. Margaret Kingsbury 
Anne Koopman 
Marie E. Lewis 
Donald E. Morgan 
John & Tashia Morgridge 
Doris I. Newton 
J. Orrock 
Curtis B. Patterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Pearson 
Robert Perkins 
Dorothy Perry 
Pirk & Dot Pirkanen 
Robert Poole 
John Romeo 
Charles H. Russell 
Gertraud A. Schmidt 
Mr. & Mrs. V. L. Schwenk 
Bruce Shieban 
Faith N. Sholes 
Col. A.H. Shookus 
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Sickman 
D. Sean Smilie 
Mrs. James H . Smith 
Albert & Barbara Stiles 
Mrs. George Story 
Claudia Stryker 
Ruth Sundell 
Helen F. Tank 
Alice Thorpe 
Sandra D. Whitaker 
Carlene]. Whitcomb 
William Witt 
Glenn P. Yeagle 
Elizabeth M. Young 

EFFORT UNDERWAY TO CON
TROL MANSFIELD ANTENNAE 

Major developments have occurred in 
recent months concerning the increasing 
number of communications antennae on 
the summit ridge of Mt. Mansfield. Stim
ulated by State and local government 
agencies, affected parties are developing 
plans to consolidate to some degree the 
existing antennae, and to control the use 
and placement of future antennae. A re
port on this will appear in the November 
Long Trail News. 

Page7 



The 
BREAD LOAF TO GMC BOARD: 

SUPPORT WILDERNESS MORE STRONGLY 
at this has three main parts: (1) a summary 
of written statements of the Club's position 
on Wilderness; (2) an examination of the 
major reservations about Wilderness desig
nation expressed in those statements; and 
(3) a brief explanation of why we believe 
more support for Wilderness designation is 
desirable. 

By Wally Elton and Tunis Williamson 

In the May issue of the Long Trail News 
the Bread Loaf Section reported on a resolu
tion it had adopted calling on the main 
Club's Board of Directors to reconsider its 
position regarding designation by Congress 
of additional Wilderness Areas in Vermont. 
Specifically, the Section asked the Board to 
be more supportive of Wilderness protection. 

At the annual meeting in May we found 
some confusion about what Wilderness desig
nation would mean, and considerable con
fusion about the Club's actual position, 

among members of the Board as well as the 
general membership. In fact, we heard the 
Club's stand described as positive, negative 
and neutral by three different Board mem
bers. We also discovered considerable in
terest in the matter. Finally, we have since 
learned that the topic of Wilderness desig
nation will be on the agenda for the next 
Board meeting on Sept. 20 in Stowe. For 
all these reasons, we thought it would be 
helpful to the membership if we reviewed the 
information the Bread Loaf Section has ob
tained in its study of the issue which led the 
Section to adopt its resolution. Our attempt 

GMC Position 

Set out below is the basic part of the Club's 
"RARE II Position Statement." We will re
view the major points of the GMC's official 
view on Wilderness but first some back
ground information. The U.S. Forest Service 
had identified six roadless areas in the Green 
Mountain National Forest (GMNF) to be 
studied for possible Wilderness designation. 

THE GMC'S OFFICIAL POSITION 
EDITOR'S NOTE: We present here the two statements which represent 

the GMC's oj]i'cial position relative to additional Wilderness Areas in Ver
mont. 

The first is the ''RARE II Position Statement" which was adopted by 
the Club's Board of Directors on Oct. 28, 1978. The nine-page statement 
is divided into seven sections, the last four of which we quote in full. 
(the first is an introduction, whkh basically reviews the -infrequent occasions 
when the GMC h(ls engaged in j1ol1iical lobbying; the second reviews the 
role of.the Cli'b t'n establishing, managi'ng and mainlo.ining the Long Tra,il 
system; and the third summarizes the six RARE fl areas 1ii Vermont totalling 
about JJ, 720 l).cre.s which were then under study by the U.S. Fore.st Service 
for possible recommendation for de.s£gnation as new Wilderness Areas.) 
Of si~tificance i.s that the Board limited. it.s poJitum to only the. three 
study areas over which lhe Long Pra1:1 passed. Those were: Area No. 
09081, Bread Loaf. 19,850 acres, about 16.6 miles of LTwithfour shelt'ers; 
Area No . 09082, Wild.er Mt ., 8,J90 acres, 18.2 miles of LT with two 
shelters; and Area No. 09084, Griffz"th Lake, 9,670 acres, about 11.5 
mz1es of LT with four shelters. All six roadless areas are wholly federally
owned land within the Green Mountain National Forest, No private land is 
involved. 

The second statement is a letter of Aug. 3, 1979 written on behalf of 
the Club to U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. by then-Executive Director 
Stephen K. Rice. Authorized by the GMC Board at its May meeting, 
the letter was intended to reflect the effect of new developments relative 
to primitive shelters in Wilderness Areas, and to permits for use of Vermont's 
two existing Wilderness Areas, The letter was also intended to set forth the 
Club's position on Wilderness "in more positive terms. " 

RARE II POSITION STATEMENT, 1978 

IV. Lack of need for wilderness designation to protect Long Trail 
There does not appear to be any need to designate any of the three study 

areas in Vermont as wilderness under the Wilderness Act of 1964 from the 
standpoint of protecting the wilderness experience now available to the 
public by hiking the portions of the Long Trail located within the study 
areas. 

The portions of the Long Trail within the Wilder Mountain and Griffith 
Lake areas are parts of the Appalachian Trail receiving protection under the 
National Trails System Act of 1968 and the Appalachian Trail Act of 1978. 

All of the portions of the Long Trail and side trails within the Vermont 
study areas will be protected comprehensively under the USFS Management 
Plan for the Appalachian-Long Trail System. This plan is now only in draft 
form, but it is to be put into final form after completion of RARE II. 

The absolute prohibitions against logging and motorized equipment con· 
tained in the Wilderness Act of 1964 are not needed to preserve the wilder
ness experience along the portions of the Long Trail System within the 
three Vermont study areas. To the extent that these activities are incom· 
patible, they can be regulated under a reasonable management plan. In 
fact, they already are regulated for the purpose of trail protection. The 
experience of the Club has been that logging and snowmobiling are largely 
compatible with a system of hiking trails in the mountains of the State 
of Vermont. 
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V. Adverse and unknown effects of wilderness designation 

The Wilderness Act of 1964 strictly prohibits any "structure or installation" 
within a wilderness area designated thereunder. This prohibition appears to 
extend to primitive trail shelters and has been so interpreted by official 
policy statements of the U.S. Forest Service. 

The leniency to be shown for existing trail shelters in newly designated 
wilderness areas is not entirely clear. The Forest Service Manual provides 
(in Section 2323.1 lc): 

3. Shelters. Shelters will not be provided. Existing shelters 
will be removed. Wilderness management plans or interim 
schedules will set dates for removal of existing shelters as 
soon as practicable. 

The policy statement on wilderness management within the National Forests 
issued by the Department of Agriculture on August 26, 1977 is more 
restrained. It provides: 

Shelters will not be built, but those in place at the time of 
designation of the wilderness will b maincained until they need 
major rehabiliration or their use contributes to unacceptable 
impacts on soil, water , or biological resources; al which time 
they will be removed or destroyed. 

Informal inquiry by the Club has elicited the response from personnel of 
the Forest Service that destruction by fire would not be distinguished from 
other circumstances creating a need for major rehabilitation. 

We shall assume that the quoted policy statement will prevail. Nevertheless, 
the risk of loss by fire and the need for major rehabilitation are such that 
the ten trail shelters located in the Vermont study areas probably would 
be gone in ten to fifteen years if the study areas containing these shelters 
are designated as wilderness. 

The Wilderness Act of 1964 states that: 

A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and 
his works dominate the landscape, is hereby recognized as an 
area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled 
by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain. 

The experience of The Green Mountain Club has been that its shelters 
help to minimize the extent to which the earth and its community of life 
are trammeled by wilderness recreation. The probable impact of removing 
existing shel ters will be co create a more widespread degradation of the 
landscape in the vicinity of the present shelters and to create some new 
degradalion of the landscape at potential campsites hitherto unused. 

T he Wilderness Act of 1964 does not prohibiL hiking trails in designated 
wilderness areas. Nor do the regulations, policy statements, and manage· 
ment directives applicable to designated wilderness areas within National 
Forests. The guidelines on trails and bridges contained in the Forest Service 
Manual may be reasonable, depending on how they are interpreted. Since 
the management plans for the two existing wilderness areas in Vermont 
have not been developed, there is no Vermont experience on which to base 
a judgment of the impact of wilderness designation on trail construction, 
maintenance, and relocation. 

Another problem associated with the designation of Wilderness Areas in 
the National Forests is.that permit systems usually are imposed for entry. 
Both of the Wilderness Areas already designated in the Green Mountain 
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GMC And Wilderness: A Positions Review 
It's been some time since your Club's Board of Directors took a formal position on pro

posed additional Wilderness Areas in Vermon_t . Congress has yet t_o decide how many and 
where such additional areas should be establ'l.Shed. In the meantime there has been con· 
tinued active i'nterest zn this question by some GMC'ers - including disapproval i'ti some 
quarters of the official Club stand. Responding to this, the Board of Directors is expected to 
take up the matter again at t"ts meeting schedid.ed for Sept . 2.0. For these r~asons we here 
present a basic review of information and arguments on the Wilderness question. . . 

applying to all areas, however. 
The conclusion of this statement is that 

"none of the three Vermont study areas in· 
volving the Long Trail System should be 
designated in RARE II as Wilderness under 
the present wording and interpretation of the 
Wilderness Act of 1964." 

Below we set forth, with certain excepti"ons, t-he full text of the Board's current positior: 
statements. And at left Wally Elton and Tunis Williamson .am_plify t.he posi'tion ll!~ich thei~ 
Bread Loaf Section adopted m this regard (Ell on is the sections president and William.son is 

its representative on the main Club's governing board). 
Perhaps illustrative of the difficulty of dealing with th'is_ ~sue, there f: also a thi'rd element 

to the review. Set off in footnote form to the Elton/ Williamson article_ are statements ~y 
CMG Execut£ve Director Harry Peet. These give a different interpretation to, or otherwzse 
comment about, some of tlze i1tformation or assertions th the arti"cle. 

Three concerns about Wilderness ex· 
pressed in that statement appear responsible 
for this conclusion. First is the belief that 
existing trail shelters would have to be re· 
moved or could not undergo major repairs 
if located in a new Wilderness Area. The 
statement quotes the Wilderness Act of 1964 
and some Forest Service policy documents to 
support this view. A second concern is that 
permit systems then imposed for entry into The GMC statement restricts specific com· 

ment to three of those areas through which 
the Long Trail passes. 1 Some of its more 
general comments could be interpreted as (See Wilderness, Page 10) 

National Forest have permit systems. The Club believes thar under present 
circumstances a permit system affecting use of the Long Trail System in 
the Vermont study areas would be an objectionable imposition on the hiking 
public. 

VI. Amendment of enabling legislation 
The Club urges that the Wildemes.s Act of 1964 be amended to insert 

"orher than primitive shelters" after "no structures or installation" in Section 
4(c). Alternatively, we would be satisfied wilh an amendment to the Eastern 
Wilderness Act o~ 1975 which w~uld perm.it primitive shellers in designated 
wilderness areas m the East. Wtth euher of these suggested amendments, 
the designation of any new wilderness embracing a portion of the Long 
Trail System probably would be compatible with continuation of the sound 
management program being conduete<l by The Green Mountain Club . 

ff primitive shelters will be pennitted, the Club would be receptive to 
consideration of the merits of designating a Bread Loaf Wilderness Area 
with appropriate boundaries. The Bread loaf boundaries in the RARE n 
inventory do nOl appear to make much sense in relation to wilderness 
rec~eation. The desiTability of designation of a Bread Loaf Wilderness Area 
also depends in part on whether a permit system would be imposed for 
entry, and if so, t.h mechanks of the system. Over time, a Bread Loaf 
Wilderness Area with appropriate boundaries, and with appropriate trails 
and shelters, would provide the hiking public with an attractive opportunity 
for viewing a climax wilderness environment. 

VII. Conclusion 
Although it is the principal private organization concerned with wilderness 

recreation in the State of Vermont, the Green Mountain Club concludes 
that none of the three Vermont study areas involving the Long Trail 
system should be designated in RARE 11 as Wildern.ess under the present 
wording and interpretation of the Wildemess Act of 1964. The best approach 
at this time would be to return chem to the unit planning process, Alternative 
A in the Draft Environmental StatemenL, from which they were removed 
(with fairly arbitrary boundaries) when the RARE II inventory of study 
areas was made up. Sound land management with sensitivity to wilderness 
values can be achieved for the three Vermont study areas involving the 
Long Trail system with the flexibility and public involvement built into 
the unit planningprocess. 

In addition, if primiLivc shelters will be permitted in Wilderness Areas 
designated in Vermont , the Club would support the designation of a Bread 
Loaf Wilderness Area, provided that the other problems relating to 
boundaries and entry could be resolved satisfactorily. 

LETTER TO SEN. PATRICK LEAHY, 1979 
Dear Senator Leahy: 

A last-minute personal conflict prevented me from representing the Green 
Mountain Club before the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry in Middlebury on July 14. Accordingly. please accept the 
following as the position of the Green Mountain Club regarding the desig
nation of additional Wilderness on the Green Mountain National Forest. 

At the outset, I wish to underscore what was implied in the Club's 
detailed position statement of October 28, 1978. Namely, that as the trustee 
for the Long Trail system, perhaps no other private organization in Vermont 
is as directly concerned with whether or not Congress creates more Wilder
ness Areas in the State than is the GMC. 

Of the six original RARE II Study Areas, 46.3 miles of the Long Trail 

August, 1980 

pass through the three largest areas. Found along these Trail segments 
are ten shelters, part of a system of 70 overnight facilities the Club main· 
tairu for the enjoyment and convenience of the 100,000 + people who hike 
portions of the Long Trail eaCh year. 

In essence, the position of the Green Mountain Club has not changed 
from the policy articulated in ilS position statement of October 28, 1978. 
However, because our statement rested in part on two conditions, conditions 
that have since been satisfied or are now moot, the Club is now able to 
restate its position in a more positive light. 

The first condition was that the entry permit system common to most 
Wilderness Areas in the United States be either eliminated or modified so 
as not to pose an "objectionable imposition on the hiking public." Earlier 
this year, the Forest Service officially scrapped the Wilderness permit system 
in Vermont , much to the Club's satisfaction. As a substitute the Club is 
working closely with the Forest Service this swnmer to unobtrusively gather 
hiker use figures in the Lye Brook Wilderness Area. 

The second condition was that trail shelters inside new Vermont Wilder
ness Areas not be eventually removed, as called for by current Forest 
Service interpretation of the 1964 Wilderness Act. 

On this point, the Club bas received political reassurances that in the 
drafting of new Wilderness legislation , srrong efforts will be mad to includ 
provisiollS that will allow Long Trail shelters to remain and receive regular 
upkeep. Further. tl1e Club has received supporl for such a "shelter clause" 
from a variety of Vermont groups aligned on either side of the Wilderness 
issue. 

With these conditions satisfied, the Green Mountain Club enthusiastically 
recommends the establishment of the so-called Bread Loaf Wilderness Area. 
The Club further recommends that the boundaries of this area be enlarged 
sufficiently to follow natural boundaries such as ridges and streams. At 
present, the boundaries of th Bread Loaf tract now in the "Further 
Planning" category make little sense according to the lay-of-the-land. 

The Green Mountain Club believes that the recreational experience af
forded by a Bread Loaf Wilderness will be both an appropriate and a 
desirable part of the range of experiences available on the Long Trail 
system. 

As noted in the Club's October 28, 1978 statement, the GMC recommends 
that other RARE II Study Areas be treated under the comprehensive land 
management planning process specified by the Forest and Rangeland Re· 
newable Resources Planning Act of 1974, as amended by the National 
Forest Management Act of 1976. 

The Green Mountain Club fully recognizes that while these remaining 
areas have wilderness qualities that should be protected, it believes the best 
way to do so is to thoroughly consider each area and how it relates to 
tlle enLire Forest as part of the Forest Service planning process already 
in place. This process is designed to include ample public participation. 

Furthermore, this planning process can result in the sensitive manage· 
mem of significant ponions of these areas as def aclo wilderness. In other 
portions that are not envirorunemally fragile, some forms of timber har· 
vesting could be prescri.bed under certain conditions, and snowmobilers 
could be allowed access to the land. These activities can be pursued 
without the corutruction of wide, permanent roads which dissect the Forest 
and detract from its wilderness character. 

The Green Mountain Club suggests that its position may be a compromise 
solution acceptable to most Vermont groups and individuals concerned with 
the Wilderness issue. 
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The GMC And Wilderness: A Positions Review 
BREAD LOAF TO GMC BOARD: at this has three main p~rts: (1) a summary 

of written statements of the Club's position 
on Wilderness; (2) an examination of the 
major reservations about Wilderness desig
nation expressed in those statements; and 
(3) a brief explanation of why we believe 
more support for Wilderness designation is 
desirable. 

SUPPORT WILDERNESS MORE STRONGLY 

By Wally Elton and Tunis Williamson 

In the May issue of the Long Trail News 
the Bread Loaf Section reported on a resolu
tion it had adopted calling on the main 
Club's Board of Directors to reconsider its 
position regarding designation by Congress 
of additional Wilderness Areas in Vermont. 
Specifically, the Section asked the Board to 
be more supportive of Wilderness protection. 

At the annual meeting in May we found 
some confusion about what Wilderness desig
nation would mean, and considerable con
fusion about the Club's actual position, 

among members of the Board as well as the 
general membership. In fact, we heard the 
Club's stand described as positive, negative 
and neutral by three different Board mem -
hers. We also discovered considerable in
terest in the matter. Finally, we have since 
learned that the topic of Wilderness desig
nation will be on the agenda for the next 
Board meeting on Sept. 20 in Stowe. For 
all these reasons, we thought it would be 
helpful to the membership if we reviewed the 
information the Bread Loaf Section has ob
tained in its study of the issue which led the 
Section to adopt its resolution. Our attempt 

GMC Position 

Set out below is the basic part of the Club's 
"RARE II Position Statement." We will re
view the major points of the GMC's official 
view on Wilderness but first some back
ground information. The U.S. Forest Service 
had identified six roadless areas in the Green 
Mountain National Forest (GMNF) to be 
studied for possible Wilderness designation. 

THE GMC'S OFFICIAL POSITION 
EDITOR 'S NOTE: We present here the two statements which represent 

the GMC's offi'cial position relative to additional Wilderness Areas in Ver
mont. 

The first is the "RARE II Position Statement " which was adopted by 
the Club's Board of Directors on Oct. 28, 1978. The nine-page statement 
is divided into seven sections, the last four of which we quote in full. 
(the. ft.'rst is an introduction, which basically reviews the infrequent occasions 
when the GMC has engaged in political lobbying; the second reviews the 
role of the Club ilt establishing, ma11aging and maintai111ing the L<mg Trail 
.system; and the third summariws the si>r. RARE JI areas in Vermont totalling 
about 55, 720 acres which were then tmder study by the U.S. Forest Service 
for poss£ble recomr111mdat1.'cm for designation as new Wilderness Areas.} 
Of signzji'cance is that the Board limited its 'position to only the three 
study areas owr wliich the L01ig Trm1 passed. Those were: Area No-
09081, Bread Leaf, 19,850 a,_cres, about l6.611111es of LT with four shelters.
Area No. 09082, Wilder Mt. , 8,590 acres, 18.2 mil.es· of LT with two 
shelters; and Area No. 09084, Gnffith Lake, 9,670 acres, about 11.5 
miles of LT un'th four shelters. All six roadless areas are wholly federally
oumed land within the Green Mountain National Forest. No pn'vate land is 
involved. 

The second statement is a letter of Aug. 3, 1979 written on behalf of 
the Club to U.S. Senator Patn'ck Leahy, D-Vt. by then-Executive Dzrector 
Stephen K. Rice. Authonzed by the GMC Board at its May meeting, 
the letter was intended to reflect the effect of new developments relative 
to primitive shelters in Wilderness Areas, and to permits for use of Vermont's 
two existing Wilderness Areas. The letter was also intended to set forth the 
Club's position on Wilderness "in more positive terms." 

RARE II POSITION STATEMENT, 1978 

IV. Lack of need for wilderness designation to protect Long Trail 
There does not appear to be any need to designate any of the three study 

areas in Vermont as wilderness under the Wilderness Act of 1964 from the 
standpoint of protecting the wilderness experience now available to the 
public by hiking the portions of the Long Trail located within the study 
areas. 

The portions of the Long Trail within the Wilder Mountain and Griffith 
Lake areas are pares of che Appalachian Trail receiving procection under the 
National Trails S}'Stem Act of 1968 and the Appalachian Trail Act of l 978. 

AU of the portions of the Long Trail and side crails within the Vermont 
study areas will be protected comprehensively under the USFS Managemem 
Plan for the Appalachian· Long Trail System. This plan is now only in draft 
form, but it is to be put into final form aft.er completion of RARE ll . 

The absolute prohibitions against logging and motorized equipment con
tained in the Wilderness Act of 1964 are not needed to preserve the wilder
ness experience along the portions of the Long Trail System within the 
three Vermont study areas. To the extent that these activities are incom
patible, they can be regulated under a reasonable management plan. In 
fact, they already are regulated for the purpoSc: of trail protection, The 
experience of the Club has been that logging and snowmobiling are largely 
compatible with a system of hiking trails in the mountains of the State 
of Vermont. 
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V. Adverse and unknown effects of wilderness designation 

The Wild mess Act of 1964 strictly prohibirs any "structure or installation" 
wrthin a wilderness area designaced thereunder. This prohibition appears LO 

extend to primitive trail shelters and has been so interpreted by official 
policy statemenrs of the U.S. Forest Service. 

The leniency co be shown for existing trail shelters in newly designated 
wilderness areas is not entirely dear. The Forest Service Manual provides 
(in Section 2323. l lc): 

3. Shelters. Shelters will not be provided. Existing shelters 
will be removed. Wilderness management plans or interim 
schedules will set dates for removal of existing shelters as 
soon as practicable. 

The policy statement on wilderness management within the National Forests 
issued by the Department of Agriculture on August 26, 1977 is more 
restrained. It provides: 

Shelters will not be built , but those in place at the time of 
designation of the wilderness will be maintained until they need 
major rehabilitation or their use contributes co unaccepta.ble 
impacts on soil, water, or biological resources, at which time 
they will be removed or destroyed. 

Informal inquiry by the Club has elicited the response from personnd of 
the Forest Service that destruction by fire would not be distinguished from 
other circwnstances creating a need for major rehabi.licalion . 

We shall assume that the quoted policy statement will prevail. Nevenheless, 
the risk of loss by tire and the need for major rehabilitation are such that 
the ten trail shelters locaced in the Vermont study areas probably would 
be gone in ten to fifteen years if the study areas containing these shelters 
are designated as wilderness. 

The Wilderness Act of 1964 states that: 

A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and 
his works dominate the landscape, is hereby recognized as an 
area where the earth and irs community of life are untrammeled 
by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain . 

The experience of The Green Moumain Club has been Lhat its shelters 
help to minimiz · che extent to which rhe earth and irs community of Life 
are trammeled by wilderness recreation. The probable impact of removing 
existing shelters will be to create a more widespread degradation of the 
landscape in the vicini ty of the present shelters and to create some new 
degradation of the landscape at potential campsites hitherto unused. 

The Wildern Act of 1964 does not prohibit hiking Lra.ils in designated 
wi.lderncs.s areas. Nor do the regulations, policy statements, and manage· 
mem directives applicable to dC$ignated wilderness areas within National 
Forests. The guidelines on trails and bridges contained in the Forest Service 
Manual may be reasonable, depending on how they are interpreted. Since 
the management plans for Lhe two existing wilderness areas in Vermont 
have not been developed, there is no Vermont experience on which to base 
a judgment of Lhe impact of wilderness designation on trail construction. 
maintenance, and relocation. 

Another problem associated with the designation of Wilderness Areas in 
the National Forests is . that permit systems usually are imposed for entry. 
Both of the Wilderness Areas already designated in the Green Mountain 
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Tl s been some time since your Clubs Board of Directors took a formal position on pro
posed additional Wilderness Areas in Vermont . Congress has yet t~ dedde how many and 
where such additional areas should be established. In the meantime there has been con
tinued active interest in this question by some GMC'ers - including disapproval tn some 
quarters of the official Club stand. Responding to this, the Board of Directors is expected lo 
take up the matter again at its meeting scheduled for Sept. 2_0. For these r~asons we here 
present a basic review of information and arguments on the Wilderness question. . . 

applying to all areas, however. 
The conclusion of this statement is that 

"none of the three Vermont study areas in
volving the Long Trail System should be 
designated in RARE II as Wilderness under 
the present wording and interpretation of the 
Wilderness Act of 1964." 

Below we set forth, with certain exceptions, the full text of the Boards current position 
statemetils. And at left Wally Elton and Tunis Williamson ampltfy the position whi'ch their 
Bread Loaf Section adopted in this regard (Elton is the sections president and Wilbamson is 
its representati've on the main Clubs governing board). 

Perhaps illustrative of the difficulty of dealing with th:J~ ~sue, there ~ also a third element 
to the review. Set off t'n footnote form to the Elton/ Williamson article are statements ?Y 
GMC Executive Dz'reclor Harry Peet. These give a different interpretation to, or otherwise 
comment about, some <?[_the i:iiJ!!rmati'on or asserti'ons in the article. 

Three concerns about Wilderness ex
pressed in that statement appear responsible 
for this conclusion. First is the belief that 
existing trail shelters would have to be re
moved or could not undergo major repairs 
if located in a new Wilderness Area. The 
statement quotes the Wilderness Act of 1964 
and some Forest Service policy documents to 
support this view. A second concern is that 
permit systems then imposed for entry into The GMC statement restricts specific com

ment to three of those areas through which 
the Long Trail passes. 1 Some of its more 
general comments could be interpreted as (See Wildernes.s, Page 10) 

National Forest have permit systems. The Club believes that und r present 
circwnstances a permit system affecting use of the Long Trail ystem in 
the Vermont study areas would be an objectionable imposition on the hiking 
public. 

VI. Amendment of enabling legislation 
The Club urges that the Wilderness Act of 1964 be amended to insert 

"other than primitive shelters" after "no structures or installation" in Section 
4(c). Alternatively, we would be satisfied with an amendment to th · Eastern 
Wilderness Ace of 1975 which would perm.it primitive shelters in designated 
wilderness areas in the Ease. With either of these suggested amendments. 
the designation of any new wilderness embracing a portion of the Long 
Trail System probably would be compatible with continuation of the sound 
management program being conducted by The Green Mountain Club . 

If. prim~tive shelters ~II be pe~itt~d, the Club would b_e receptive to 
constderauoo of the mems of designaung a Bread Loaf Wilderness Area 
with appropriate boundaries. The Bread Loaf boundaries in the RARE II 
inventory do not appear to make much sense in relation to wilderness 
recreation . The desirability of designation of a Bread Loaf Wilderness Area 
also depends in part on wh ther a permit system would be imposed for 
emry, and if so, the mechanics of the system. Over Lim , a Bread Loaf 
Wilde.mess Area with appropriate boundaries, and with appropriate crails 
and shelters, would provide the hiking public with an attractive opportunity 
for viewing a climax wilderness environment . 

VII. Conclusion 
Although it is the principal private organization concerned with wilderness 

recreation in the State of Vermont, the Green Mountain Club concludes 
that none of the three Vermont study areas involving the Long Trail 
system should be designated io RARE II as Wilderness under the present 
wording and interpretation o.f the Wilderness Act of 1964. The best approach 
ar this time would be co return them to the unit planning process. Alternative 
A in the Draft Environmental Statement, from which they were removed 
(with fairly arbitrary boundaries) when the RARE II inventory of study 
areas was made up. Sound land management with sensitivity to wilderness 
values can be achieved for the three Vermont study areas involving the 
Long Trail system with the flexibility and public involvement built into 
the unit planning process. 

ln addition, if primitive shelters will be permitted in Wilderness Areas 
designated in Vennom, the Club would support the designation of a Bread 
Loaf Wilderness Area , provided that the other problems relating to 

boundaries and entry could be resolved satisfactorily. 

LETTER TO SEN. PATRICK LEAHY, 1979 
Dear Senator Leahy: 

A last-minute personal conflict prevented me from representing the Green 
Mountain Club before the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry in Middlebury on July 14. Accordingly. please accept the 
following as the position of the Green Mountain Club regarding the desig
nation of additional Wilderness on the Green Molllltain National Forest. 

At the outset, I wish to underscore what was implied in the Club's 
detailed position statement of October 28, 1978. Namely, that as the trustee 
for the Long Trail system, perhaps no other private organization in Vermont 
is as directly concerned with whether or not Congress creates more Wilder
ness Areas in the State than is the GMC. 

Of the six original RARE II Study Areas, 46.3 miles of the Long Trail 
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pass through the three largest areas. Found along these Trail segments 
are ten shelters, part of a system of 70 overnight facilities the Club main
tains for the enjoyment and convenience of the 100, 000 + people who hike 
portions of the Long Trail each year. 

In essence. the position of the Green Mountain Club has not changed 
from Ll1e policy articulated in its position statement of October 28. 1978. 
However. because our statement rested in pan oo two conditions. condition 
that have since been satisfied or are now moot, the Club is now able to 
restate its position in a more positive light. 

The first condition was that the entry permit system common to most 
Wilderness Areas in the United States be either eliminated or modified so 
as not to pose an "objectionable imposition on the hiking public." Earlier 
this year, the Forest Service officially scrapped the Wilderness permit system 
in Vermont, much to the Club's satisfaction. As a substitute the Club is 
working closely with the Forest Service this summer to unobtrusively gather 
hiker use figures in the Lye Brook Wilderness Arca. 

The second condition was that trail shelt rs inside new Vermont Wilder
ness Areas not be eventually removed, as called for by current Forest 
Service interpretation of the 1964 Wilderness Acc. 

On this point, the Club bas received political reassurances that in the 
drafting of new Wilderness legislation , strong efforts will be made co include 
provisions that will allow Long Trail shelters ro remain and recciv regular 
upkeep. Further, the Club has received support for such a "shelter clause" 
from a variety of Vermont groups aligned on either side of the Wilderness 
issue. 

With these conditions satisfied, the Green Mountain Club enthusiastically 
recommends the establishment of the so-called Bread Loaf Wilderness Area . 
The Club further recommends that the boundaries of this area be enlarged 
sufficiently co follow natural boundaries such as ridges and streams. At 
present, the boundaries of the Bread Loaf tract now in the "Further 
Planning" category make little sense according to the lay-of-the-land. 

The Green Mountain Club beUeves that the recreational experience af
forded by a Bread Loaf Wilderness will be both an appropriate and a 
desirable part of the range of experiences available on the Long Trail 
system. 

As noted in the Club's October 28, 1978 statement, the GMC recommends 
that other RARE II Study Areas be treated under the comprehensive land 
management planning process specified by the Forest and Rangeland Re
newable Resources Planning Act of 1974, as amended by the National 
Foresc Management Act of1976. 

The Green Mountain Club fully recognizes that while these remaining 
areas hav wilderness qualities that should be protected, it believes the best 
way to do so is to thoroughly consider each area and how it relates to 
the entire Forest as part of the Foresc Service planning process already 
in place. This process is designed to include ample public panicipation. 

Furthermore. this planning process can result in the sensitive manage
ment of significant portions of these areas as de facto wilderness. In other 
portions that a.re not environmentally fragile, some Corms of timber har
vesting could be prescribed under certain conditions, and snowmobilers 
could b allowed access to tl1e land. These activities can be pu.rsued 
unthout the construction of wide, permanent roads which dissect the Forest 
and detract from its wilderness character. 

The Green Mountain Club suggesrs that its position may be a compromise 
solution acceptable to most Vermont groups and individuals concerned with 
the Wilderness issue. 
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(From Wilderness, Page 9) 
existing Wilderness Areas in Vermont are 
"an objectionable imposition on the hiking 
public." Finally, and most fundamentally, 
the statement says "There does not appear to 
be any need to designate any . . . areas in 
Vermont as Wilderness ... from the stand
point of protecting the wilderness experience 
now available to the public by hiking por
tions of the Long Trail within the study 
areas." We will address each of these con
cerns below. 

The position statement goes on to suggest 
that the Wilderness Act be amended to per
mit primitive shelters, and says that if this 
were done" ... the Club would be receptive 
to consideration of the merits of designating 
a Bread Loaf Wilderness Area ... " 

The Club position was then updated by 
means of a letter from former executive di
rector Steve Rice to Senator Leahy dated 
August 3, 1979. Because this letter discusses 
new conditions or information regarding the 
Club's concerns about shelters and permits, 
we will return to it after examining those 
two points. 

Trail Shelters 

The Club's 1978 position statement de
clares "The Wilderness Act of 1964 strictly 
prohibits any structure or installation within 
a Wilderness Area ... " This is not precisely 
true. The general prohibition of structures 
contained in Section 4( c) of the Wilderness 
Act is preceded by the qualification "except 
as necessary to meet minimum requirements 
for administration of the area for the pur
pose of this Act. . . " Section 2 of the Act 
discusses its purpose and directs that areas 
be administered for "use and enjoyment" 
and for "the preservation of their wilderness 
character." These words seem to offer some 
flexibility and have been interpreted else
where as permitting the continued existence 
of fire roads and the use of motorized equip
ment in fire-fighting and rescue operations, 
even though roads and motorized equipment 
also are generaJly prohibited by the Act. 

The question then becomes one of Forest 
Service interpretation of the Act. John 
McArdle, Forest Supervisor for GMNF, in 
a letter regarding Forest Service wilderness 
management policy, has stated "it does not 
preclude the continued use of shelters or 
require their removal." The current Forest 
Service memorandum on policy for manage
ment of Wilderness (August 11, 1977) is not 
quite as encouraging. Under "Visitor Use 
Facilities" it states "Shelters will not be built, 
but those in place at the time of designa -
tion ... will be maintained until they need 
major rehabilitation ... at which time they 
will be removed or destroyed." This should 
put to rest any fear that shelters would have 
to be dismantled, but does leave open the 
possibility that shelters could not be recon
structed in the event of fire or other major 
damage. 

We agree, as the Club's 1978 statement 
maintains, that shelters along the Long Trail 
help minimize landscape degradation, and 
believe that the Forest Service should allow 
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more flexibility to consider local factors in 
setting policy on shelters, as the Wilderness 
Act seems to permit. If this were the whole 
of the shelter question, we would prefer that 
GMC be actively involved in influencing and 
changing Wilderness management policy 
rather than opposing Wilderness designa
tion. 

But it is not the whole story. Establish
ment of any new Wilderness Area requires 
an act of Congress. In such an act, Con
gress can include any provisions it desires. 
An act designating Wilderness including seg
ments of the Long Trail could allow for ma
jor repairs to existing shelters based on their 
environmental and historical significance. 
We have letters from all three members of 
our Congressional delegation and from the 
GMNF Forest Supervisor acknowledging 
this. For example, Senator Leahy has written 
"legislation designating any areas as wilder
ness could include a provision. . . allowing 
for continued maintenance and repair of 
existing shelters." Furthermore, we know of 
no group which wants these Long Trail shel
ters removed or which would oppose such a 
legislative provision, so there really is no issue 
here. We believe GMC should work to ensure 
any legislation contains such a provision 
rather than opposing new legislation because 
of administrative policies. 2 

Entry Permits 

In 1975 when Congress created several 
new Wilderness Areas in the eastern U.S., 
the Forest Service's regional office in Wiscon
sin decided to require entry permits for all 
its areas, regardless of use levels. The justifi
cation given for this requirement was the 
need for data on the use of the areas. What
ever the reason, the action generated a con
siderable negative reaction. In 1979, this 
policy was changed and permits are no long
er required for areas in Vermont. 

Modified Club Position 

The August, 1979, GMC letter to Senator 
Leahy mentioned earlier recognizes the as
surances about shelters and the end of the 
permit system, and presents what is called a 
restatement of the Club view. The letter 
states that "In essence, the position of (GMC) 
has not changed from the policy articulated 
in its position statement of October 28, 1978." 
Recalling that this position was based in part 
on the two concerns about shelters and per
mits, however, the letter also declares that 
now "the Green Mountain Club enthusiasti
cally recommends the establishment of the 
so-called Bread Loaf Wilderness Area." We 
believe this represents a significant change 
from the 1978 position statement, and we 
suspect that the presence of these two sen -
tences in the same letter may explain some 
of the confusion about the Club's actual 
stand. 3 

Nevertheless, the letter goes on to recom
mend, in agreement with the 1978 docu
ment, that the other study areas not be con
sidered for Wilderness designation, even 
though "these remaining areas have wilder
ness qualities that should be protected." If 

the areas have wilderness qualities and should 
be protected, why, one might ask, does the 
Club not support giving them the protec~on 
legal wilderness status affords? The questJ.on 
seems especially pertinent in light of an ac
knowledgement in the 1978 position state
ment that if the perceived shelter problem 
could be resolved , "the designation of any 
new Wilderness embracing a portion of the 
Long Trail System probably would be com
patible with continuation of the sound 
management program being conducted by 
the Green Mountain Club" (emphasis 
added).4 

The answer apparently lies in the third 
concern about Wilderness listed earlier in 
this article, namely that Wilderness designa
tion is not needed to protect the experience 
available along the affected portions of the 
Long Trail. We must now attempt to address 
that point. 

Need For Wilderness Protection 

Many people value the opportunity to hike 
and camp in a natural area insulated against 
the sights and sounds of our mechanized so
ciety, and to appreciate what Bob Marshall 
called "the peaceful timelessness where vast 
forests germinate and flourish and die and 
rot and grow again without relationship to 
the ambitions and interferences of man." 
Some gain satisfaction from knowing such 
places exist, even if they themselves rarely 
visit one. Nothing we can say in this article 
will convert anyone who does not share these 
sentiments. We trust most members of the 
Green Mountain Club do share them, how
ever, and will proceed on that assumption. 

When the Green Mountain Club was 
founded, one of its objectives was "to make 
the Vermont mountains play a larger part in 
the life of the people." This can be done in 
various ways, of course. The mountains can 
play a part in people's lives by providing 
useful products, mechanized recreation such 
as snowmobiling, or opportunities for soli
tude and spiritual renewal in a wild setting, 
as examples. But any one patch of mountain 
landscape can not play all of these roles. 
So a question one might want to ask at this 
juncture is whether one or another legitimate 
role the Vermont mountains can play in 
people's lives is becoming seriously limited, 
and whether pending decisions will further 
diminish its availability. 5 

We believe the answer is "yes." Over the 
70 years since the Club was formed, ski 
resorts, roads, summer homes and other de
velopments have steadily encroached upon 
the Green Mountains and reduced the num
ber and size of areas where, in the words 
of the Wilderness Act, "the earth and its 
community of life are untrammeled by man, 
where man himself is a visitor who does not 
remain." Among the few such places of sig
nificant size remaining are the identified 
roadless areas being considered for Wilder
ness designation. Existing pressures for wind 
turbines, enlarged ski areas, and expanded 
log~ng will chip .awal at even these, if they 
receive no protection. 

Of even more direct relevance to the Club's 
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purposes, we believe that the range of ex
periences offered by the Long Trail should 
include, to the greatest extent still pos.sible, 
that which can be obtained only in sizeable 
areas where natural forces prevail. 

Some argue that the wildernes.s qualities 
of these areas and of the Long Trail can be 
protected adequately through the regular 
National Forest planning proces.s. It is worth 
noting, however, that the only GMNF lands 
currently clas.sified as Management Area 
IV - lands considered suitable to provide 
wildernes.s type recreation and solitude -
are the existing Bristol Cliffs and Lye Brook 
Wildernes.s Areas. This clas.sification could 
be extended to parts of the areas in ques
tion in the future. But the history of such 
administrative protection is that it often is 
temporary protection, lasting until pres.sures 
for change become sufficiently strong. That 
was one of the major concerns that led to 
pas.sage of the Wildernes.s Act itself. Desig
nation as Wildernes.s would shield both these 
segments of the Long Trail and the wild land 
surrounding them against the growing pres
sures for development to the greatest degree 
pos.sible . 

It also has been argued that the portions 
of the Long Trail pas.sing through two of 
the roadles.s areas, Wilder Mountain and 
Griffith Lake, are already protected by the 
Appalachian Trail Act. But that Act applies 
only to the Trail corridor. Our concern ex
tends, as we think the Club's should, beyond 
the Trail and its immediate environment 
to these remaining tracts of wild country 
through which it passes. For many, a wilder
nes.s experience involves a state of mind 
which is difficult to attain in a narrow, 
screened corridor. 7 

So what do we propose? We believe the 
Club's position should be revised to recog
nize the important contribution land in a 
wildernes.s condition makes to people's lives 
and to expres.s concern about the diminish
ing opportunities for wildernes.s recreation in 
the Green Mountains. Furthermore, we be
lieve the Club should endorse granting legal 
Wildernes.s status to all three identified road
les.s areas through which the Long Trail 
passes as the best available means for en
suring the continued availability of a wilder
nes.s type experience to hikers on the Trail 
and to all Vermonters. It should be noted 
that the Wilder Mountain and Griffith Lake 
areas are es.sentially contiguous except for a 
forest road running between them.8 Viewed 
together, they form an almost continuous po
tential Wildernes.s tract about the same size 
as the Bread Loaf area. These expanses of 
wild country will be exceptionally valuable 
parts of the overall environment of the Long 
Trail and the Green Mountains in the fu
ture. 

This endorsement would not have to be 
tied to specific boundaries. It could, for ex
ample, expres.s a desire for involvement of 
snowmobiling interests in order to minimize 
the impact on existing snowmobile trails 
while preserving the integrity of the areas. 
There also may be places where the bounda
ries drawn by the Forest Service logically .. 
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should be extended. 
There is reason to expect that legislation 

concerning Wildernes.s in Vermont will be 
introduced in Congres.s sometime, perhaps 
next year . The Green Mountain Club can 
play a major role in shaping that legislation 
so it will support and advance the Club's 
overall objectives. We urge interested Club 
members to discus.s this is.sue with their 
representatives on the Board of Directors be
fore the next meeting. 

Comments By Harry T. Peet, Jr. 

I . This is a significant point and one possible 
source of confusion. The GMC has made no state· 
ment favoring or opposing Wilderness Areas in 
general. Its remarks have been limited to the 
possible effects of Wilderness on management of 
the Long Trail System. 

2. The GMC October 28 , 1978 "RARE II Posi
tion Statement" does not oppose "n11w legislatiori 
because of adminisrrative policies" (emphasis 
added). It docs oppose Wilderness designation for 
those areas involving the Long T rail System 
"under the current wording and interpretation 
of the Wilderness Act of 1964." Section VI of 
the Position Statement makes this distinction 
quite clear; it urges amendments to existing 
legisladon which would provide for shelters in 
Wilderness areas. The Club has also been working 
to promote new legislation which would protect 
the shelter system; the letters of support from Ver
mont's Congressional delegation are one evidence 
of this activity. There is no difference between 
the GMC position and what is beingproposed. 

3. Sections VI and VII of the GMC 1978 Posi
tion Statement both indicated support of a Broad 
Loaf Wilderness Area provided Club concerns 
about entry permits and shelters were satisfactorily 
resolved. Only two sentences of Steve Rice's rwo· 
page letter l O Senator Leahy are quoted. The 
bulk of that letter, however , discussed the aboli
tion of entry pennits and strong support for 
legislation which would protect shelters in Wilder
ness Areas. Referring to the 1978 Statement, the 
letter stated "because [it] rested in part on two 
conditions, conditions that have since been satis
fied or are now moot, the Club is now able to 
restate its position in a more positive light." This 
restatement did not represent a change in the 
Club's position. 

4. This question is answered in the sentences fol
lowing the one quoted in Rice's letter. 

5. One of the basic questions throughout the 
Wilderness I RARE II controversy has been how 
much land should be set aside as Wilderness. 
Strong Wilderness advocates have urged designa
tion for all six RARE II areas; anti-Wilderness 
factions claim the existing Lye Brook and Bristol 
Cliffs Wilderness are enough. 

6. This sentence is slightly misleading. T here are 
no existing pres.sures for wind turbines in the 
six areas proposed for Wilderness designation. 
Nor are there ski areas in these areas. If there 
were, they would not be suitable candidates for 
Wilderness designation. 

7. The concept of wilderness does involve a state 
of mind. A "wilderness experience" is not synony
mous with Wilderness as designated by Congress. 
For many years the Long Trail has provided thou-

sands and thousands of hikers with a wilderness 
experience. On the other hand, for many, many 
people, shelters and trails are totally incompatible 
with a wilderness experience. 

8. It should also be noted that Little Rock Pond 
and Griffith Lake, which are located in these 
areas, represent two of the highest use areas on 
the southern portion of the Long Trail. Would 
Wilderness designation generate even more use? 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

Those of us who attended the Annual 
Meeting will agree that the "O" Section did 
a tremendous job as host. The arrangements 
for the facility, the meals, and even the 
weather were nicely arranged and carried 
out. The programs highlighted two impor
tant is.sues facing the Club: the impact of 
wind turbines on or near the Long Trail, 
and Congres.sionally-designated Wildernes.s 
Areas. 

These is.sues, and that of the impact of 
ski area expansions, will again be discussed 
by the Board of Directors, this time at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for Sept. 20. 
There are a number of specific concerns and 
arguments involved in these matters, and my 
hope is to focus mainly on those. In addition, 
however, a broader and more fundamental 
question may have to be resolved: should 
the GMC become more politically active? 

Until now, the primary focus of the Club 
has been on the Long Trail System - it is, 
and always has been the reason for the Club's 
existence. Upon organizing, the Club met 
the tasks of planning and constructing the 
Long T rail ; later, it changed and improved 
the location and condition of the Trail during 
which time the Club has developed a recog
nized expertise in trail management in its 
fullest sense. Through our recognition by the 
Vermont Legislature in 1971, its charge to 
us, and our publication of the Day Hiker's 
Guide, we have as.sumed a somewhat broad
ened interest to other areas and trails in 
Vermont, though we have continued to re
main strictly oriented to trail management. 
Now some members are suggesting we change 
this course and become more oriented to
ward political action. Some of the considera
tions that immediately come to my mind are 
the following: What are the advantages I 
consequences to the Club in expanding our 
area of involvement? What would the effect 
be on our responsibility for managem ent 
and protection of the entire Long Trail 
System and our ability to deal effectively with 
all of our trail partners? What additional 
burdens would be as.sumed by our active 
volunteers and staff? I believe that such a 
change would not be in the best interests 
of the Green Mountain Club, and that our 
rare instances of lobbying endeavors should 
be confined to matters directly connected 
with management of the Long Trail System. 
I'd like to have the opinions of other GMC'ers 
on this question. Won't you respond? 

DOUG JAMES, President 
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State Increases Primitive Camping Areas 
"Primitive Camping," as defined by the 

State of Vermont, is "temporary overnight 
occupancy in a natural environment with no 
developed facilities and leaving the site in its 
original condition so there is minimal or no 
evidence of human visitation." Essentially, 
this means camping in accord with common
ly accepted "leave no trace" principles, and 
it is a recent phenomenon on State land in 
Vermont. 

For many years, camping on State land 
was restricted to designated sites only, and 
designated sites came in two "flavors": State 
Park facilities and Long Trail shelters. With 
increased Long Trail usage and the overall 
increased popularity of backpacking, hiking, 
and camping, these two "flavors" did not 
provide enough options and different experi
ence levels for everyone seeking a backwoods 
experience. In response to this problem, the 
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and 
Recreation in 197 8 instituted a program of 
Primitive Camping on selected tracts of six 
state forests. Interested individuals and 
groups applied for a special permit allowing 
them to camp in one of the selected tracts, 
and each camper paid a fee of 25¢ per night. 
Although the overnight fee and permit pro
cedure created bureaucratic problems, the 
program was enthusiastically received, par
ticularly by camp and youth groups .. 

Now with new regulations that became 
effective on June 23, there are 21 different 
state forests and parks where you can put 
a pack on your back, hike into a large tract 
of land, and camp without another person 
or group being around. The expansion is 
part of a program to provide more public 
recreation use of Department-owned lands 
and comes at a time when many people are 
seeking alternatives closer to home. 

Under the new regulations no permit is 

required except for groups of eleven or more 
individuals. There are a few other restric
tions such as no camping above 2,500 feet 
in elevation, no camping within 2,500 feet 
of any road maintained for public vehicular 
traffic, no camping within 200 feet from any 
trail or property line, and no camping with
in 100 feet from any surface water. Camping 
is limited to three consecutive nights in the 
same area. 

Primitive camping is now permitted on 
portions of the following state parks and 
forests: Aitken, Ascutney, Camel's Hump, 
Coolidge, Darling, Dorand, Elmore, Grafton, 
Groton, L.R. Jones, Mathewson, Mt. Mans
field, Okemo, Proctor-Piper, Putnam, Rox
bury, Townshend, Victory, Washington, 
West Rutland, and Willoughby. 

For a copy of the complete Rules and 
Regulations, a more accurate description of 
areas where primitive camping is permitted 
and a permit for groups of eleven or more 
individuals, contact the nearest Regional of
fice of the Vermont Department of Forests, 
Parks and Recreation, Agency of Environ
mental Conservation. The offices are located 
at 111 West Street, Essex Junction, VT 
05452; RFD, North Springfield, VT 05150; 
9 Merchants Row, P.O. Box 129, Rutland, 
VT 05701; 180 Portland Street, St. Johns
bury, VT 05819; and Lamoille Agricultural 
Center, RD -1, Morrisville, VT 05661. 

FORMER PATROL MEMBERS 
OFFER MAINE GUIDE SERVICE 

Two former members of the GMC's Long 
Trail Patrol are now patrolling the wilder
ness waterways of northern Maine as pro
prietors of a professional guide service. They 
are Garrett Conover and Alexandra Brown, 
the latter a registered Maine Guide. They 

NEW LTP TRUCK- Here's the GMC's new 1980 General Motors 1/2-ton pick-up truck purchased in 
June for use by the Long Trail Patrol (Executive Director Harry Peet is at the wheel). The old (very old!) 
1948 International truck is still operational and will continue to be used this summer by the L TP "off and on 
as needed." A final decision as to its retention or retirement will be made at the end of the year. (Photo by 
Jacqui Sulek) 
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GOOD PLANNING - Or maybe a bit of luck, but 
this big yellow birch conveniently fell mostly around, 
instead of on top of, the outhowe at Beaver Meadow 
Lodge (the main trunk, deep in shadow, is at right). 
The roof was damaged but at1 Sterling Section Trails 
and Shelters Chairman David Rodgers demonstrates, 
the main structure, interior facilities and door re
mained sound and functional. (Photo by Bob Hager
man) 

operate North Woods Ways, which they bill 
as an "Educational Guiding Service." Both 
served on the LTP in the 1970's, Conover 
as a crew boss in 1977 and 1978 after three 
earlier years on the Patrol. For information 
and rates for their canoeing excursions, con
tact them at North Woods Ways, Box 34, 
Salisbury Cove, ME 04672, Tel. 207-288-
4365. 

STATE SKI DORM 
IS OPEN TO HIKERS 

The Vermont State Ski Dorm in Stowe 
has opened its doors this summer to the 
many hikers and bicyclists using the trails 
and back roads of the Green Mountain State. 
The dorm, owned by the Vermont Depart
ment of Forests, Parks and Recreation, will 
operate in affiliation with American Youth 
Hostels, Inc. to provide inexpensive over
night accommodations to visitors to the Mt. 
Mansfield area who are traveling "under 
their own steam." 

As many GMC'ers know, the Ski Dorm is 
located at the foot of Mt. Mansfield on Ver
mont Rt. 108, eight miles north of Stowe 
village and two miles south of Smuggler's 
Notch. In winter the dorm operates as a ski 
lodge, providing guests with two meals a day 
plus sleeping bunks, this from December 
until mid-April. This year from June 1 to 
Sept. 30 the dorm will continue to provide 
bunkbeds in its dorm rooms to hikers and 
cyclists for $3 per person per night, plus the 
5 percent Vermont rooms and meals tax. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Opposes GMC "Negative Attitude" 

Dear Sir: 
I don't like the negative attitude of the 

GMC towards Wilderness. 
The name of the Club is the "Green 

Mountain Club", not "Shelters Along The 
Long Trail." 

The Kid Gore Shelter is a nice shelter 
located in an isolated spot, but there is a 
permanent road going in up the Notch by 
the shelter. Another isolated spot gone. 
Hardly any left. 

Maybe a better name for the Club will 
be the "Green Mountain Auto Club." 

EDWARD LIZEWSKI 
Enfield, Conn. 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

During the early part of 1980 we had 
several interesting activities, including our 
annual Clam Chowder Hike to Bob and 
Yvonne Boucher's farmhouse. We visited 
reservoirs, conservation and sanctuary areas; 
had a moonlight hike to Congdon Camp 
on the Long Trail (the leader was ill and 
the m~on was hidi~g); joint hikes with Ap
palachian Mountam Club; some skiing, a 
sugar house; our PVS Fourteenth Annual 
Meeting; Work Parties on the Trail; partici
pated in the ATC Walk Through; barbecues 
at our PVS president Denny Boynton's home; 
and bike trips. As of June 7 we had 85 
members. 

DOT KNIGHT, Reporter 

WHO'S 'WHO IN THE SECTIONS 

Editor's Note: The following is an adden
dum to the roster of key section offi"cers 
which appeared in the May L TN. These and 
other sections' representatives on the main 
Clubs Board of Dfrectors appear £n the roster 
of dz"recton and officers elsewhere in thf,s ts· 
sue. 

Bennington 
President: Thom Bailey, P.O. Box 389, 

Arlington, VT 05250; Vice President and 
Trails and Shelters Chairman: Harry Coul
ter, 202 Division St., Bennington, VT 05201. 

New York 
President: Marland Whiteman, 82 Drum

mer Lane, West Redding, CT 06896; Ver
mont Trails and Shelters: Harvey Sarven, 
216 11th St., Surf City, NJ 08008. 

Ottauquechee 
President: Thomas Debevoise, Ill, RFD, 

Woodstock, VT 05091; Trails and Shelters 
Chairman: Robert Cochran, Plymouth, VT 
05056. 

Others 
Montreal, Pioneer Valley and Worcester 

Sections were requested to send names and 
addresses of their officers but have not done 

Long Trail News, August, 1980 

NEW OFFICES - The GMC moved higher up in the world in February when the staff relocated the Club's 
offices. from the ~cond to t~e third fl~r of th~ Ch~ttende'? '!rus~ Co. b:Uilding in Montpelier. View here, 
taken m March, is ~f the .mam front office. At righ~ is Admm~trat1ve Assistant Cynthia Hartnett, and in the 
'hackground Executive Director Harry T. Peet, Jr. is at work m one of the offices. Other office rooms are out 
of sight to the left. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 

so. The status of the Jay Section - and its 
officers - is very uncertain. 

VOLUNTEER AND DEDUCT, TOO 

GMC'ers should be aware that out-of
pocket expenses incurred in connection with 
their volunteer labors for the Club are just 
as tax-deductible as outright cash donations 
to the Club. 

That, in effect, is the word from a recent 
issue of the Potomac Appalachian Trail 
Club's newsletter, the Potomac Appal,achian. 
Ed Berkowitz, chairman of the PATC's Le
gal Committee, reported in some detail 
about a 1978 United States Tax Court ~ase. 
McCollum.vs. The Commissioner. The court 
ruled in favor of a family which sought a tax 
deduction for certain expenses incurred in 
rendering volunteer services to the National 
Ski Patrol. We won't recount the details but 
Berkowitz offered this key paragraph: 

"The case reaffirmed the long-standing 
rule that out-of-pocket expenses (for things 
such as food and gasoline) incurred in ren -
dering voluntary services (such as going out 
on a trail wor,k crew) to a charitable or
ganization (such as PATC) are deductible as 
charitable contributions, even though the 
value of the services (such as sweat and 
strain) is not." 

And to make deductions for. expenses a 
person can't, of course, have received reim
bursement for them. 

Berkowitz went on to emphasize that it 
is important for a taxpayer to keep good 
records of out-of-pocket expenses for which 
he ot she plans to claim such a deduction. 

He also cited an Internal Revenue Service 
regulation, Section 1.170 A-l(g), which 
bears on this matter. And, it should be noted, 
the GMC is a fully tax-exempt charitable 
organization in the eyes of the IRS. 

So, as Berkowitz concludes: 
"(1) Join a PATC [read GMC] trail work 

crew. 
(2) Keep good records of what you spend 

on the job and getting to it. 
(3) Work hard and have a good time 

the costs are deductible!" 

FUND-RAISING TREK ON LT 

Enjoy a Long Trail backpacking ex
perience while you help Vermont children 
with asthma by signing up for the Ver
mont Lung Association's first "Vermont 
Trek for Life and Breath." Trekkers, led 
by experienced guides, will backpack 25 
kilometers on the LT (about 15 miles) 
at a "comfortable pace." Applications are 
available now at the VLA for participa
tion in the Trek, to be held the weekend 
of Sept. 19-21. Food for trekkers and 
other expenses will be paid for by a grant 
from Mutual of New York. All you'll need 
is your own equipment and pledges of 
$100 or more from sponsors. All proceeds 
will be used to fund VLA asthma pro
grams. Anyone 16 years of age or older 
is eligible, but participation will be limited 
to three groups of 15 each, so sign up 
soon. For your application contact the 
VLA at 30 Farrell St., South Burlington, 
VT 05401, Tel. 863-6817 or toll-free at 
1-800-642-3288. 
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CONNECTICUT SECTION 
Trail Volunteers Honored 

Something new has been added - to the 
sleeve patch of Connecticut Section Trail 
Workers! 

Since the time the Section was formed in 
1969, Connecticut Section members have 
done their stint as Trail Workers on the 
Long Trail. Our first assignment was the 
refurbishing, including a new roof, of Web
ster Shelter on Stratton Mountain. Next 
there was trail clearing on Killington. Then 
th~ Section was <1$igned responsibility for the 
portion of the Trail from Glastenbury Mt. 
to the Arlington-Wardsboro Road. This con
'tained a vastly deteriorated shelter, Caugh
nawaga. Repairs were made to the shelter 
and plans were immediately formulated to 
build a new shelter near the same site. Since 
that time "Kid Gore" shelter has been built 
and kept in tip-top condition. Caughnawaga 
has received the same care, outhouses have 
been b~lt,. and kept in repair. Much trail 
work has been done, and Story Spring Shel
ter, built by the U.S. Forest Service, main
tained in good order. 

To recognize the hard work of the work 
parties a stripe has been designed to fit above 
the sleeve patch. This stripe has been pre
sented to all members of the Section who 
have participated in at least five work parties 
to the Long Trail. Ten members have so far 
earned their stripe: Ed Arnold, Larry Cohen, 
Sherrill Collins, Dave Gonci, John Hurley, 
Joe Kekacs, Bob Poole, John Schiemann, 
Tony Shookus, and Herb van Winkelen. 
Several more will be eligible after our Fall 
Work Party. 

GLENNA HALE, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION 
Rousing "Ridge Lines" 'Riters 

The May Walk-Through of our section of 
the Long Trail revealed the necessity of 
only minor repairs and clean-up of shelters 
and trails. Taylor Lodge, where our own 
Ginny Yandow is caretaker this summer, is 
snug and safe under a coating of creosote, 
and the outhouse has been moved - again. 
The Bolton relocation is proceding slowly 
but surely. 

Some of the contributors to Ridge Lines, 
our quarterly newsletter, show a real knack 
for writing, to say nothing of a terrific sense 
of humor, in sharing their experiences with 
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us, and it seems as though parts of their 
articles should be shared with readers of 
the Long Trail News also. The following 
excerpts make good summer reading. 

An engaging article entitled "Yesteryear 
Recalled" by Harold Collins contained this 
understatement: "A night spent at Taft 
Lodge alone while there is a good thunder
storm rumbling over the top of the mountain 
and the lightning making the inside of the 
cabin light up with the brightness of day
light is an interesting experience." 

Last summer Marion Holmes and Ginny 
Yandow went to Georgia to do some hiking 
on the AT. Marion said of their departure 
from Essex Junction on Amtrak, "I could not 
hoist myself and pack up the high step to 
the train and had to be ignominiously hauled 
on board by the conductor." They were wor
ried about snakes, bears, and southern 
mountaineers, but she said "we saw no bears 
except for those in cages in the villages. 
Likewise, we saw no snakes, and the moun
taineers were indistinguishable from the 
tourists." 

Dick Sirola told of the day he spent at the 
Winter Olympics in Lake Placid. He was 
particularly impressed by the luge - "a thing 
of terror. .. Spectators are allowed within 
touching distance, and nothing but a snow 
fence and four feet of air separates you from 
some hapless soul rocking by at 67 miles per 
hour. It becomes apparent there are two 
prerequisites to being a luge driver: having 
had a frontal lobotomy and the ability to 
stifle a scream for 45 seconds." 

Sally Spear described her enjoyment of 
past outings led by Madeline Miles by say
ing "we're either soaked, lost or frozen, but 
Madeline's joie de vivre convinces us we're 
having a great time." 

No doubt following a summer of outdoor 
activities there'll be many more tales to tell, 
and I suspect they'll be just as graphically 
and amusingly presented. 

ELIZABETH THOMPSON, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 
Work Outing In The Rain 

Late spring brings trail work. On a Sun
day in June we met at Smuggler's Notch for 
our traditional work-day breakfast feast. A 
light drizzle didn't deter a hungry group. As 
that drizzle turned to serious rain we began 
our trail work from Smuggler's Notch to 
Chilcoot Pass. 

We found that some sections of the trail, 
particularly the very heavily used stretch of 
the Long Trail just above Smuggler's Notch, 
will need extensive work in a few years due 
to erosion. The group split up with some 
working on the Elephant's Head Trail. A 
cool, pouring rain that soaked through 
several layers to the skin by mid-day didn't 
keep us from completing the day's work. The 
following week several of us hiked the Mt. 
Hunger and White Rocks trails to clear 
brush and blowdowns. As a summer outing 
I plan to bushwhack in the Mt. Hunger area 

to scout out a possible locale for a new 
trail. This project is entirely in the specula
tive stage;; at this time. 

Other spring hikes included a bushwhack 
up the back side of Spruce Mountain in 
Groton and Plainfield led by Doris Wash
burn and a Mother's Day hike on the Ap
palachian Trail near Norwich led by Sally 
Sairs. The Appalachian Trail hike with its 
numerous abandoned hill farms, orchards 
and stone foundations made a good spring 
outing. 

GEORGE LONGENECKER, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 
Challenging The Competition 

The New York Section has held an impor
tant planning session to chart its course for 
the 1980's. The meeting at Camp Thendara 
was crucial because the New York Section 
must meet the competition of other hiking 
clubs. Many of our members actually be
long to several organizations including the 
AMC, ADK, and the Sierra Club. They all 
provide substantial hiking schedules in the 
New York City area throughout the year. 
This provides GMC members with a tremen · 
dous variety of hiking opportunities, but at 
the expense of New York Section activities. 

A special challenge is the problem of 
transportation. Many New York Section 
members do not have cars because there is 
an extensive network of urban transportation 
services. Camp Thendara is over fifty miles 
away and the New York Section has to or
ganize the ways and means to bridge those 
miles. 

This Planning Session brought forth some 
important proposals for the future growth of 
the section. There should be preregistration 
for hikes. Car pooling must be promoted 
with 5¢ per mile reimbursement plus tolls 
for drivers (this is equivalent· to what other 
clubs charge). A Buddy System should be 
instituted to encourage Guest-Card Holders 
to go on hikes and share a ride. 

There is a need for tighter co-ordination 
of activities. The suggestion has been made 
that several committees be merged into one 
Outing Committee which would have a 
chairman to assure co-ordination between 
the various subcommittees as well as the 
scheduling at Camp Thendara. This stream
lining of committee structure would provide 
for Saturday Hikes, Sunday Outings, Satur
day Excursions, and Weekend Outings as 
functioning subcommittees. Hike-leader 
hikes would be reinstated to train new hike 
leaders for these outings. 

The challenge of competition for new 
members among the different hiking clubs 
compels the New York Section to take ag
gressive action. Advertising the Club in out
door sports stores, at college campuses, and 
through youth organizations is being serious
ly considered. It has been recommended that 
there should be more Guest-Card Holder 
weekends at Camp Thendara. All the clubs 
are attempting to recruit new members from 
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the same population of ~ew York hike~s. 
The GMC-New York Section must orgamze 
its activities to meet this challenge in the 
1980's. 

JACK JUPP, Reporter 

KILLINGTON SECTION 
Two KS Canoeists (One Capsizes) 

The Killington Section is engaged in a 
major relocation of the LT I AT from Little 
Killington 3 1/2 miles south to Gov. Cle· 
ment Shelter. And at a recent meeting of 
the section's board of directors the subject of 
Cooper Lodge was discus.5ed at great length. 

It is hoped to schedule bicycle trips and 
Otter Creek canoe trips this year. 

After many years of inactivity it is good to 
see a number of old-timers getting out again 
with the Club . 

And two KS members in early June had 
quite an experience canoeing on the Du 
Loup (Wolf) River in Mastigouche Provin· 
cial Park in Quebec. Winnie Shambo and 
Rachael (Rae) Charland were participants 
in a weekend outing for beginners in white· 
water canoeing offered by Expeditions Nord· 
Quebec. Winnie prepared a long accounc of 
their experience (sub-titled "Bravery or Fool· 
hardiness?") but we have space for only the 
followfog two extracts: 

"Lucky Rae was the bowman in the canoe 
of Daniel Tokateloff, our instructor I guide. 
That was always the first one to "shoot the 
rapids" and able to watch the rest of us 
following. Sometimes we'd stand on the bank 
while she and Daniel went through their 
routine and we could hear him shout "appell" 
or "debauldy" (the two strokes the bowman 

uses in the rapids). At least it sounded [ in 
French] like those terms to our American 
ears! Rae was in no need of stimulants of 
any sort on this weekend; her quote, "What a 
thrill to glide forth through the foaming 
stream!", shows she was riding high! .. . 

"Capsizing canoes were infrequent. How· 
ever, in the course of the afternoon, mine 
was capsized twice, due to inexperience in 
the stern (me). The first time I went under 
completely with the canoe on top of me. I 
came up without the ability to exhale for a 
moment or two. Finally I was able to take a 
deep breath and my partner and I hauled 
the canoe to shallower water, managed to 
empty the water, and climbed aboard to try 
again. The second time we capsized, the 
canoe got wedged against a boulder. The 
canoe filled immediately and the current was 
so strong that it took us at least 10-15 
minutes before we could free it. Had I let 
go at anytime I would have been swept away 
like a leaf on the wind. I don't mind telllng 
you all I was pretty well done in by this 
spill. After this experience, Daniel put me in 
with an experienced canoeist and I managed 
to finish the day without further mishap. 
The camp site was most welcome after being 
on the river all day and journeying five miles." 

CHURCHILL SCOTT, Reporter 

BENNINGTON SECTION 
Close (And Happy) Work With USFS 

As always, our section's winter and spring 
outings were interesting due to unpredictable 
weather conditions and fine hiking com· 
panions. It amazes me how many people 

STERLING STOMPERS - Posing in the hut clearing on Camel's Hump are these Sterling Section mem
bers and their canine companions who hiked the Hump on June 21. They found the Forest City and Burrows 
Trails wet but in good condition and the view from the summit impressive (solid fog). From left are David 
Rodgers, Jamie Edwards and his dad, Smith. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 
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come on our trips who are not current sec· 
tion members. For instance, on a walk to 
Lye Brook Falls we had nearly 20 people and 
over ten were non-section me:rnbers. Regard· 
less, our membership roster stays at 65 to 
70. 

Successful outings during recent months 
included a rare ski-tour trip around Hildene, 
a historic mansion in Manchester. The fine 
lawns surrounding the old home were de· 
signed as golf links and provide exciting 
views to the west and south of Bennington 
County. In the spring we picnicked and 
viewed new trail work done by the USFS 
on the east side of Bald Mt. (part of the 
ATILT before that major reroute in the 
1970's). In fact we were happy to hear 
Nort Phillips of the USFS tell of plans to 
relocate more Bald Mt. trail as well as begin 
work on the Long Trail both north and 
south of Vermont Rt. 9 so as to make the 
Trail comply with 153 maximum grade 
standards. We are really happy to work 
closely with the USFS and feel they have set 
some realistic guidelines for us to follow. 

THOM BAILEY, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 
A Variety of Springtime Outings 

The Worcester Section has had a variety 
of outings this spring including hiking, 
biking, canoeing, birdwatching - and trail 
maintenance. Here's details of two of them: 

May 17-18 ·Walk Through Work Party 
on LT: Fifteen people showed up to form 
five crews. On the southern portion ·of our 
section of the Long Trail (Black Branch to 
Stratton Pond) Bob Heck and five Boy 
Scouts cleaned waterbars and did the usual 
trail maintenance. Bob and Anne Humes 
along with Tom Philips of the U.S. Forest 
Service blazed and opened a new trail from 
Stratton Pond to William B. Douglas Shelter 
at the Winhall River bridge. Roger Jones, 
Lester Vielle, and Ray Auger flagged a sec· 
tion of the Stratton Mt. Trail which will be 
worked on this summer. They also cleared 
away blow-downs. Ed Faron replaced broken 
puncheon on the southern end of the Strat· 
ton Mt. Trail . Bill Muzinski, Dennis La Force 
and Pat Caisse cleaned drains in addition to 
clearing away blow-downs. A total of 100 
man-hours were put in by this work crew. 

June 1 · Block Island Bike Trip: This was 
a combination bike/hike. The weather was 
sunny but breezy, which was ideal for bike I 
hiking. The terrain was varied, rather hilly 
and from time to time we found ourselves 
on dirt roads walking the bikes. The group 
stopped for lunch on a quiet beach wher.e 
Dick Reseska braved the chilly Atlantic for 
a brief swim. He was given a round of <!.p· 
plause upon hitting land. The group also 
visited a vegetable farm, the owner of which 
was also a beekeeper. He gave the group a 
private tour of the farm, and some bought 
some of his honey. 

GLORIA CAIRNS, Reporter 
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Square Dance, Church Supper Set For Intersectional 
Here's a review of plans for the 1980 Inter

sectional, Aug. 15-23, as provided by Dorothy 
(Dot) Knight, one of the event's co-chair
persons. The information is essentially as it 
appeared in the May LTN except for two 
major special activities which Dot has since 
arranged. 

The Intersectional will be held at Camp 
Sunrise located between Benson and Orwell, 
Vermont, near New York State and the 
southern tip of Lake Champlain. The camp, 
owned by the Green Mountain Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America, is situated between 
Lake Sunrise and Lake Sunset, about 11 
miles west-southwest of Brandon and about 
25 miles northwest of Rutland. This will be 
a very new and different area for those 
attending. Please let your curiosity guide you 
to this beautiful place. Where else can you 
spend a more r a nable and healchy vaca
tion right out in Nature and God's Country!? 

Facilities - Large r r ation hall and at 
least three closed cabins for our use, sleep
ing six, seven and 14 resp tively , with 
porches overlooking Lake unset. And w ·· 
may possibly have the u e of two more 
buildings. A large field will accommo<late 
tente1 and amp rs. Cabins availabl by 
early reservations with Dot Knight. 

What To Bring - Your own camping 
gear (t nt and poles or camper); stove; table; 
chairs; flashlights ; food and utensils; musical 
instruments, c::ards, games. 

Restrictions - If possible, please leave 
dogs at home. Leash rule will be strictly 
enforced on the grounds. The Ranger has 
two dogs, so we do not want dog fights. 

Fees - Upon entering th grounds, drive 
near fence in front of Ranger's home, park 
your vehicle, walk over to headquarters to 

APPLICANTS SOUGHT FOR 
FIELD SUPERVISOR POSITION 

Persons interested in applying for the 
position of GMC Field Supervisor should 
send resumes to Harry T. Peet, Jr., Exe
cutive Director, Green Mountain Club, 
P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT, 05602 
after September 15, 1980. 

The Field Supervisor is responsible for 
planning, execution, and evaluation of 
Club field programs (caretakers, ranger
naturalists, and Long Trail Patrol). Jn 
fulfilling this charge, he or she works 
closely· with Club sections, the Trails & 
Shelters and Caretaker & Ranger Com
mittees, other volunteers, and representa
tives of the Green Mountain National 
Forest and Vermont Deparunent of 
Forests, Parks, and Recreation to pro
mote sound management of the Long 
Trail system. Complete job descriptions 
are available upon request. Starting salary 
of $8500-9000 per year. 

Personal interviews with most-qualified 
candidates will be conducted in October. 
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register and pay fee: $2.50 per person per 
night or $15 per person for seven nights; 
family rate is $5 per night or $25 for seven 
nights. 

Activities - Days: two beautiful lakes 
for swimming, canoeing, boating, fishing 
(Vermont fishing license is required); there 
are trails in the woods on the property; 
hiking, backpacking and nature walks; 
possible nature-photography instruction; 
compass instruction; swap shop (bring your 
good swap articles or food); auction with 
our good Curt (Frenchy) Garfield as auction
eer; bike trips (bring your own bike); day 
sightseeing trips (and see below). Carpools 
will be arranged to the Long Trail and other 
distant destinations. Evenings: songfests, 
games, slides and films. There will be a 
square dance Saturday night, Aug. 16, 
with Jim Alloy of Rutland doing the call
ing. And on Wednesday, Aug. 20, the ladies 
of the Benson United Church will serve a 
supper at $2.50 per person. Reservations 
must be made by Aug. 18 with Dot Knight, 
either in advance by mail (see address below) 
or at the Intersectional. 

Points of Interest - Within a radius of 
30 miles are: Hubbardton Gulf; Hubbard
ton Battlefield and Museum; Iron Horse 
Antiques; Lake Bomoseen; Proctor Marble 
Exhibit; Otter Valley Railroad; Wilson 
Castle; Rutland, with many points of in
terest; Castleton, with Castleton State Col
lege and many fine historical buildings; 
Orwell, where the Stratford House has early 
American reproductions, furniture, gifts; 
Poultney, with the Eagle Tavern, a stage
coach inn of the Revolutionary period; and 
New York State, with Whitehall, Crown 
Point. and the well-known Fort Ticonderoga. 

Directions - Using a good road map of 
Vermont, approach Lake Sunrise/Sunset by 
either Vermont Rt. 22A or 30. Both lead 
north from U.S. Rt. 4 west of Rutland, and 
the former leads south from Vergennes and 
the latter leads south from Middlebury. Look 
for Vermont Rt. 144, which mistakenly ap
pears on 1979 maps as Rt . 141. Bear east 
on Rt. 144 from Rt. 22A, or west on Rt. 

WOODFORD DEATH: 
CAUSE UNCERTAIN 

The L TN has not been able to learn the 
cause of death of that young man found 
dead near the Long Trail in Woodford in 
April. The body of James P. Ligouri, 26, 
of Framingham, Mass. was found in a brook 
near the parking lot at the trailhead of the 
LT on Vermont Rt. 9. Vermont's chief 
medical examiner, Dr. Eleanor Nicolai 
McQuillen, has ruled out death by trauma 
but as of early May reported that her office 
still had the cause of death under investiga -
tion . Ligouri , however, apparently was not a 
hiker and his death and the location of his 
body apparently were wholly unrelated to the 
Long Trail itself. 

144 from Rt. 30. Watch for the inter
section with a road to the north which 
is marked with signs for Sunset Lake Road, 
Lakes Sunset and Sunrise, and Camp Sun
rise. Turn on this road, which is paved for 
a few yards, then dirt the rest of the way. 
About two miles out, Lake Sunset will be 
on your left and on the right will be two 
houses facing the lake . The first one is white 
with the name "Ladd" on the mailbox and 
the second house is red. Turn into the next 
(third) driveway, up a slight grade to the 
campground. The Ranger's home is on the 
left . 

Miscellaneous lntersectional co-
cha irp rson ar Dorothy B. l night, 152 
Lucerne Road , Springfield, MA 01119. Tel. 
413-783-6052 and j ohn l irby. 700 Franklin 

urnpikc , Allendale, NJ 07401. 0th r om
rnitte members appoint d by the GMC 
Board of Directors are Thom Bailey, P.O. 
Box 389, Arlington, VT 05250; Bob Atten
borough, 330 King St., East Hartford, CT 
016108, Tel. 203-528-5547; and Hans 
Fritsch, P.O. Box 61, Whately, MA 01093, 
Tel. 413-665-2677. 

Fair Haven, population 2,820, is about 
seven miles south on Rt. 22A, where are 
located stores, churches, banks, gas stations, 
etc. Orwell, population 907, is about six 
miles north on Rt. 22A. Frenchy Garfield 
and his Explorer Scouts will serve as staff 
again, and will probably be making more 
GMC lea~her belts, etc., same as last year. 
A flyer with these and other details will be 
available from either lnteresectional co
chairperson. So you all come, one day or 
all week. 

NEW EXCURSION PLANNED! 

GMC'ers will have another chance at 
an expedition to the mountains of the far 
West. That's the word from Keith Edson, 
chairman of the Club's Excursions Com
mittee. He reports that plans are now be
ing made for a backpacking uip to the 
magnificent backcountry (not the tourist 
centers) of Yellowstone National Park the 
summer of 1981 (probably late July to 
early August). 

Full details and a reservatiqn form will 
appear in the November L TN. But those 
who want available information sooner 
may ·contact Edson directly at 62 Gentes 
Road, &sex Junction, VT 05452, Tel. 
802-879-7404. 

The Excursions Committee last year 
made tentative plans for a. 1980 Yellow
stone expedition but that was cancelled 
when too few GMC'ers indicated interest. 
The new excursion offering is made in 
response to feelings expressed at the Club's 
1980 annual meeting that they should be 
continued. Other members of the Com
mittee have been Jean Berger, Patricia 
Krupp, Judith Lance and Andrew Squires. 
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