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Executive Director Steve Rice Resigns 
By Robert L. Hagerman, Editor success of two recent fund-raising efforts: a "hold" on construction of a new Gorham 

Opening the Club's ?0th year with a meet· 
ing Jan. 12, the GMC Board of DirecLOrs 
dealt with a variety of matters - including 
naming a mountain! But the most significant 
was launching a search for a successor to 
Executive Director Stephen K. Rice. 

Rice, who became top administrator m 
August, 1977, submitted his resignation in 
December to be effective Feb. 15. He will 
become Director of North Country Opera· 
tions for the Appalachian Mountain Club. 
Stationed in Pinkham Notch, N .H., he will 
administer that mountaineering organiza
tion's trail and hut system in New Hamp
shire and Maine, and will maintain liaison 
on trail and related conservation matters 
with the two states' environmental agencies 
and with administration of the White Moun
tain National Forest. 

Commending Rice for his "capability, dili
gence and dedication, " President Douglas A. 
James presented Rice with a gift of an en· 
graved pen and pencil sec . That was fol
lowed by a standing round of applause for 
Rice by the Board. 

Rice has already taken steps to advertise 
che vacancy and the Board created a Search 
Committee to screen applicants and make a 
recommendation for a new executive di· 
rector (Feb. 12, the deadline for the receipt 
of applications, will probably have passed by 
the time GMC'ers receive this LTN). Mem
bers of that committee are Vice President 
James E. Wilkinson, Jr. and Directors 
Andrew Nuquist, Laurence Van Meter, 
Robert Grenier and Keith Edson. The Board 
also authorized President James to appoint 
an acting executive director, if necessary. 

As for other matters, the Club's financial 
picture brightened somewhat, though in a 
negative way. According to Treasurer Preston 
J. Bristow, Jr., the deficit for the fiscal year 
ending April 30 which was projected at 
$9,04? last October is now estimated to be 
$3,315, an "improvement" of about $5, 700. 
A key reason for the smaller deficit is the ... 

a solicitation of donations from at-large Lodge on Camel's Hump. The. Board had 
members, and a membership drive for insti- previously authorized closing down the exist
tutional members. Income from the first, ing Gorham Lodge and construction of its 
projected in the original 1979-80 budget to "replacement" at a site well removed from 
be $1,500, is now expected to reach $3,800, the existing site and much farther down the 
a.nd income from the second, projected to mountain. Among several reasons for hold
be $1.200 , is now expected to bring in $4, 700 ing off on the relocation and new construc
(see reports elsewhere for details about these tion , James felt that it would be premature 
two drives). to do so now because of two major develop-

Wilkinson, who is also chairman of the ments now pending: (1) creation by State 
Budget and Finance Comminee, reported authorities of a comprehensive management 
that preparation of a recommended 1980-81 plan for the Camel's Hump State Park; and 
budget is now underway, with Board action (2) completion of cooperative agreement be
to come at its meeting March 15. Wilkinson tween the GMC and Vermont Department 
noted that a key concern of the committee of Forests, Parks and Recreation which will 
is how to "make good" in the new budget define the responsibilities of each in con-
for this year's deficit. nection with the Long Trail on all State 

Action on Gorham Lodge lands managed by that Department. 

President James reported that he had put 

ANNUAL MEETING MAY 24-26 

The Club's annual meeting gathering 
will take place May 24-26 in Pomfret, 
with the membership meeting itself to 
begin at 9:30 a.m. May 24. A notable 
change (apparently actually a reversion to 
earlier practice) is expansion of that busi
ness meeting to include both morning and 
afternoon sessions. In recent years that 
has been more or less foreshortened to a 
morning session only, something some 
GMC'ers felt limited their discussion of 
the Club's programs and policies. 

Host "for the event is the new Ottau
quechee Section, which promises an at
tractive weekend schedule of outings, 
special programs - and meals. See the 
insert for details. and note April 30 dead
line for meal reservations. 

Memorial Day itself, incidentally, is ob
served nationally on Monday, May 26. 
But as Vermont's official State holiday, 
Memorial Day is observed on the tradi
tional May 30. 

North Country Trail 

Rice reported that a bill now pending in 
Congress, Senate Bill 683, would authorize 
creation of a trail corridor for the long· 
proposed North Country National Scenic 
Trail. The trail would extend across several 
midwestern and northeastern states to, but at 
this stage not z'nto, Vermont. In response to 
Rice's recommendation, the Board took a 
neutral position. Its resolution: 

"The Green Mountain Club at this time 
neither supports nor opposes Senate Bill 683 
that would establish an official trail corridor 
for the proposed North Country National 
Scenic Trail. Although S.683 does not im
pact directly on Vermont or the Long/ 
Appalachian Trail, proponents of the bill 
envision an eventual linkage with the Long I 
Appalachian Trail. Therefore, until the lo
cation(s) of such linkage and its associated 
impacts can be assessed, the Club reserves 
judgement on North Country National Scenic 
Trail legislation." 

It was noted in the discussion of this mat
ter that in a resolution adopted in September, 
1974 the GMC Board had specifically op
posed the North Country Trail, or at least 

(See Meeting, Page 2) 
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(From Meeting, Page 1) 
its connection with the Long Trail I Ap
palachian Trail. 

Appalachian Trail Conference 

After substantial discussion, the Board 
voted, though not unanimously, to serve 
as host for the 1985 biennial meeting of the 
Appalachian Trail Conference. The vote to 
do so followed the recommendation of an ad 
hoc committee which had been studying the 
matter. Proponents noted that the GMC is 
generally viewed as one of the ATC's strong
est member clubs and should confirm that 
status by taking a leadership role in hosting 
this A TC meeting. The few opponents felt 
it was simply a task beyond the GMC's 
capability. Some ATC gatherings, previously 
triennial, have attracted a thousand or more 
hiker-campers (about 750 attended the 1979 
gathering in Carrabassett , Maine). The 
GMC last hosted the ATC in 1964; that 
gathering was held at Stratton Mountain 
Village and about 300 people attended. 

The Board authorized the executive direc
tor to move the GMC's Montpelier office -
though not very far. Now located on the 
second floor of the Chittenden Trust Co. 
bank at 43 State St., Rice explained that 
because of pending changes in the build
ing itself and because of needs of other 
tenants, the Club would eventually have to 
move. Space is now available on the third 
floor, and Rice cited several advantages to 
having the Bank break the Club's lease and 
moving there immediately, rather than wait
ing for the termination of that lease at the 
end of the current year. The Board con -
curred, provided the Club's Executive Ad
visory Council approves final terms worked 
out by Rice. 

Club Events 

James reported that no section or other 
GMC group has yet come forward to host 
the 1980 Intersectional. He said several in
dividuals. ~re willing to assist in organizing 
the trad1t1onal Club event, but none will 
serve as chairman. There was some dis
cussion of having a non-GMC group serve as 
host but the Board took no action in this 
regard . So the matter remains open. 
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As for other Club events: 
- Keith Edson, chairman of the Excur

sions Committee, reported that response to 
his announcement in the November L TN 
about a planned excursion to the Rockies 
in 1980 was so limited that he had to cancel 
the offering. See details elsewhere. 

- Donald Wallace, leader of the 1980 
Winter Outing, reported that while he had 
received only limited response so far to the 
announcement in the November L TN, that 
event will be held as scheduled. Details on 
this also appear elsewhere. 

- The 1980 Autumn Outing has been 
scheduled by co-chairmen Joe and Cathy 
Frank for Sept. 10-12, again at the Moun
tain Meadows Campground in Lincoln. This 
is a week earlier than the time of the 1978 
and 1979 Autumn Outings. 

Other Matters 

In a variety of other actions the Board: 
- Heard Rice's progress report on the 

GMC's so-called licensing agreements with 

owners of private property over which the 
LT passes. Of 12 five-year agreements exe
cuted in 1973 under the leadership of GMC'er 
Gardiner Lane, six have been renegotiated 
and executed, and four are generally agreed 
upon , with execution certain but still pend
ing. Two others remain unresolved. In addi
tion , Rice has completed agreen:ients with 
three other property owners not previously 
"licensed". He noted that Lane had also con
tacted some 18 other landowners, but no 
agreements had ever been worked out with 
any of them. He urged that his successor do 
that and also that continuing regular con
tacts be made with licensed landowners, 

- Also heard Rice's report on the effort 
at establishing, through mediation, a com
promise posiLion for Vennonc between strong 
p roponents and strong opponents of addi
tional congressionally-designated Wilderness 
Areas in the state. The mediation "looked 
dead at one point," Rice said, but went on to 
note that the mediator, Hugo John of Uni
versity of Vermont, is again "trying to get it 

PARTING WORDS FROM STEVE RICE 
. .. Started north fro m Lincoln Gap in a Jog so thi'ck that trees fifty feet away were 

barely outlined against the gray. A thttnderstorm broke as I reached the top of Mt. 
Abraham. Driving raz'.n stung my face as it 'Jell" horizontally, and i11 the mt'st, I 
couldn't find the Long Trail leading north from the S!'mmi't . A bout that time a lightning 
flash followed instantly by a deafening clap of thunder convinced me to p laster myself 
against the rocks and wait t't out. Withi"n ji've mz:nutes, myself, my pack, and my 
sleeping bag were completely drenched . .. . 

So r ads my journal for the first day of my first hike on J uly 3, 1969. IL was a day 
which saw me learn a great deal from classic "greenhorn" mistakes. T hat night at Theron 
Dean Shelter when, grimacing, I eased myself in.to my wet sleeping bag, I vowed to 
never again hike so unprepar d for the elements. But che day was fortu itous for anOLher 
reason. After dinner I had stood on the rock outcrop in front of the shelter and watched 
the clouds fear from the summi ts and ridges, leaving a dense undercast in the valleys. 
The uneven backbon of the Green Mountains seem d to tretch away end lessly to the 
north. As I gazed at distinctive Camel's Hump, bathed in the waning sunlight , I knew 
right then I was "hooked" on hiking. 

It was this strong affinity which led to my joining the GMC later that same year. I 
felt that since the Long Trail gave me so many simple pleasures, I had an obligation 
to help maintain the Trail not only for myself, but for others after me who would dis
cover and enjoy its many qualities. 

I wonder why you joined the Club. Perhaps it was a first hike like mine . Maybe your 
interest stems from a g~neral concern and affection for the Green Mountains. Whatever 
the reason , I have been struck over the past Lwo years by the depth of goodwill so many 
people, both inside and outside the Club , £e I toward th GMC and the Long rail. 

For example, over the past 14 months, Club members have donated some 7,500 in 
addition to their membership dues. The Vermont legislature for th third consecutive 
year entrusted $10,000 to the Club for "mainrenance and preservation of the Long 
Trail." The IBM Corporation has just donated $5.000 for purcbas of a new much
needed ·field program vehicle. And as of thi wri ting, some 42 Vermont businesses from 
Brattleboro to Jay have joined as lrutitutional Members . 

T hese examples are based on dollars. There is, of course , other evidence of goodwill. 
I refer to Lh thousands of volun teer hours GMC'ers devote to the Club and the Long 
Trail each year. In the November, 1977 L TN article which announced my hiring I was 
quoted as saying, " .. . the Club's most important resource is its members. " That was a 
statement of the obvious on one hand, but on another, it is my still-firm conviction 
that without strong volunteer support, the Club would fade , no matter how strong its 
financial footing. 

T he GMC is now marking its 70th anniversary year. As I look around me, I see the 
vitality, enthusiasm , and strong leadership the Club needs to produce yet another 
decade of progress. It has been a genuine privilege to be associated with the Green 
Mountain Club . and I hope that as a volunteer, I can continue to be of service. 

STEPHEN K. RICE 

Long Trail News 



off the ground." The GMC Board had au
thorized Rice to participate in the mediation 
effort. 

- Accepted with appreciation two major 
donations to the GMC. See detailed report 
elsewhere. 

- Adopted a permanent personnel policy 
for GMC staff members. This deals with such 
things as hiring procedures, performance 
evaluations, benefits, and other employ
ment-related matters . 

- Authorized the Public Information 
Committee to continue its preliminary study 
of the posting of the Long Trail and its 
shelters with marker-emblems of the GMC 
logo and appropriate signs or posters. Noting 
that a very small percentage of those actually 
hiking the LT are GMC members, com
mittee Chairman Robert L. Hagerman said 
the purpose of the markings would be to 
impress on those hikers the major role of 
the GMC as founder , manager and main
tainer of the LT system. This identity of the 
LT with the GMC is now minimal on the 
Trail itself, Hagerman said, and if pro
vided, would probably lead more of those 
Trail users to become members. 

- And last but not least , the GMC wants 
to name a mountain! The Board approved a 
resolution offered by Tunis Williamson that 
"The Green Mountain Club hereby resolves 
to create or recommend the creation of a 
memorial in honor of Chester A. Arthur, 
21st President of the United States, who 
was born in Fairfield, Vermont, by naming 
an appropriate mountain for him . The 
selected mountain is in Belvidere, Vermont, 
and lies within 10 miles of his birthplace. 
It is the highest peak (3360 feet) in the Cold 
Hollow Mountains and at present has no 
name. " Williamson will undertake to get 
appropriate action by the appropriate 
government agency to have the name 
adopted. Currently, no mountain in Ver
mont is named after Arthur. 

The Board's meeting was well attended 
and, incidentally, was held in a new, but 
particularly appropriate, setting. That is the 
Inn at the Long Trail in Sherburne Pass in 
Mendon. 

THIS 
IS 

AN 
AD

V ER
TISE-

MENT! 

Challenge! Excitement! No Pay! 
The Long Trail Nt!Ws still needs 
an advertising manager to launch 
and manage the advertising pro
gram authorized by the Club's 
Board of Directors. The volunteer 
GMC'er so serving should have ex
perience in selling advertising plus 
appropriate copy-writing and de
sign skills. Interested persons 
should contact Robert L. Hagerman, 
Chairman, Public Information 
Committee, Box 671, Morrisville, 
VT 05661, Tel. 802-888-28ll (6 to 
7:30 p.m. is the best time). 
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LANDOWNER'S WELCOME TO HIKERS - Ralph Deslauriers, left, president of the Bolton Valley 
Corp., joins GMC Executive Director Steve Rice early last year in mcounting this sign on the LT where it 
crosses the ski resort company's property. The company is one of several Long Trail landowners with 
which Rice has recently worked out new or renewed protective " licensing" agreements. (Photo by Gardiner 
Lane) 

TWO GIFTS MEAN NEW TRUCK 
AND A WILDERNESS CAMP 

The GMC has received two major gifts. 
As a result, the Club now owns a bit of 
wilderness property and will soon have a new 
truck for the Long Trail Patrol. The gifts 
are wholly independent yet by chance are re
lated in a particular way. 

One is a donation of $5,000 from the In
ternational Business Machines Corporation. 
This came in response to an application for 
such a grant prepared by Exec11tive Director 
Steve Rice and submitted through active 
GMC'er Ralph Gibbs, an employee at IBM's 
major plant in Essex Junction. 

Specific purpose of the grant is to pur
chase, believe it or not, a replacement for the 
Long Trail Patrol's 1948 half-ton Inter
national pick-up truck. "This antique ve
hicle," Rice wrote in his application, "has 
served the Club well despite the unavoidably 
hard use it has received on the rough back 
roads of Vermont. The truck odometer has 
been broken for years. We do know, how
ever, that total mileage is approaching 
200,000 miles." The truck has lasted as long 
as it has because of the extraordinary volun-· 
teer maintenance and repair effort of GMC'er 
Roderick Rice of Burlington. "Despite this 
excellent care," Rice noted, "the pickup is 
worn out and soon will carry its last load. " 
Its replacement will serve other field pro
grams as well. 

The other donation came from Thomas 
J. Watson, Jr., who chances to be IBM's 
chairman of the board. Over the years he 
has owned various properties in the Stowe 
area . His gift to the GMC is a camp struc
ture overlooking Sterling Pond from its east 
end, and the quarter-acre parcel of land on 
which ·it stands. The camp building is be-

lieved to be basically sound, though super
ficially much deteriorated. It is located just 
off the Long Trail a few hundred yards east 
of Sterling Pond Shelter. This stretch of LT 
is the domain of the Montpelier Section. 

At its meeting Jan. 12 the Club's Board 
of Directors approved resolutions of thanks 
to the two donors. In the case of the Sterling 
Pond property the Board also created an ad 
hoc committee to study and recommend how 
the property might best be used. Named to 
the committee were Paul Wallace-Brodeur, 
Sally Sairs and Dave Morse, all of the Mont
pelier Section, and Corky Magoon of the 
Burlington Section. 

NEW AMC CAMP IN VERMONT 

The Appalachian Mountain Club has 
announced the opening of a new camp -
this one in Vermont. It i~ Wheeler Pond 
Camp in Barton, a town in the state's 
Northeast Kingdom about halfway between 
Lyndonville and Newport. 

T he camp i in a wilderness setting on 
its namesake pond, and is adjacent to rhe 
6,000-acre·plus Willoughby cat For -t. 
Open year-rnund , it off rs, according to an 
AMC nmice , "th best in outdoor a tivity .'' 
Summertime hiking, swimming, canoeing 
and rock climbing, and wintertime ski tour
ing, snowshoeing, and ice climbing are all 
avail able nearby. 

T he cam p includes two cabins. each ac
commodating up t six p opl . T hey may be 
r nted individua ll y or t0gether. Cot of each 
cabin is $20 for a Friday night-Sunday night 
weekend, $30 fo r a thre -day w ekend , and 
$50 for a full week. For more details, in
cluding requirements for users , and for reser
vations, contact Nancy Query, RFD #1 
Finney Hill, Lyndonville , VT 05851. 
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END-TO-END REPORT, 1979 

Continuing a trend which began four years ago , the number of 
End-m-Endcrs in 1979 again declined from the previous year's num· 
ber - this time dramatically so. Last year. according to End-t0-End 
Chainnan SaHy Spear, 37 hikers were certified as having walked the 
foll Length of the Long Trail. This compares to 66 in 1978, 88 in 
1977 , 90 in 1976 , and 118 in 1975, the latcer being the greatest 
annual number of End-to-Enders since the recognition program be
gan in 1943. 

But while they were fewer, End-to-Enders continue to have the 
variety of exper.iences which go with this long-distance wilderness 
trek, wheth r done in one continuous trip or scattered over several 
years of day and weekend outings. One couple did it two differenL 
ways in two differem directions, or at least one member of the 
couple did so. Britt Marie and John D. Mclrvine of Thornhill , 
Ontario hiked the LT together north to south in a series of day 
hikes over the years from 1971 t0 1977. John also hiked it south co 
north in three eight- or nine-day backpack trips plus on weekend . 

Some general observations from Spear: "Very few Vermonters hike 
End-to-End; new Taylor Lodge receives a lot of compliments; com 
ments about caretakers are 99 percent positive and q_uite specific: 
caretake.r supply hikers with important information about trails as 
well as with food, first aid , minor necessities, and moral encourage· 
ment; hikers also comment on the cleanliness of caretaker shelters, 
upkeep of trails in their vicinity, protection of the area and the 
friendliness of the caretakers." 

And these odds and ends of information: 
-Fred and Daniel Birchmore are a father-son team who did the 

AT together in 1975 and completed the LT together in 1979. 
-Richard and Karen Traverse's first three weeks on the LT were 

also their honeymoon. They said they were tired hikers at first since 
"preparalions for our wedding did not allow much time for condi 
tioning." They also encountered a plant they called "Seven Year 
Itch," probably nettles , which gave them some discomfort . 

- Off the trail event: brake fluid drained out of the porkie-chewed 
brake-line hose on the car of Robert B. Lorenz while parked at 
Lincoln Gap. "En route down the hill to Lincoln," he reported, 
"I discovered a distinct lack of braking power." 

- Bear-sightings were reported by Robert Mutter (near Laraway 
Mt.), John Bak (near Tillotson Camp), and Trevor Field (near 
Joum y's End). 

- Jocelyn Schreiber was 14 when she did the Trail, most of it 
alone . She began June 22, 1978, then stopped July 18 to work with 
some friends on a construction job, during which a piece of sheet· 
rock fell and broke her jaw. She resumed her hike Sept. 20 ''still 
with wires in my jaw" and finished Oct. "I. 

-Renaud Levesque's outstanding menu: Kavli (thin crackers), 
can of tuna salad , can of shelled clams, marsipan , dried apricots, 
Bon Bel cheese and dry salami . 

-Frank Jurkowski summarized his feeling about his End-to-End 
trip: "When times are rough, I drift back and the memories make 
me smile. " 

The following is the roster of 1979 End-to-Enders. For those 
expecting to complete the LT in 1980, a copy of the Club's descrip
tion of requirements for certification as an End-to-Ender is available 
on request (with self-addressed envelope) from the Club office in 
Montpelier. 
1 1108 
2 1109 
3 1110 
4 1111 
5 1112 
6 111 3 
7 1114 
8 1115 
9 1116 

10 1117 
11 1118 
12 1119 
13 1120 
14 1121 
15 1122 
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Arleen M. Wimett, Salisbury, VT 
FrankJurkowski , Easthampton, MA 
Richard Traverse, Arlington, MA 
Karen Traverse, Arlington, MA 
Susan G. Arey, Norfolk, VA 
John Bak, Clifton Park, NY 
Robert Mutter, Decatur, GA 
Mark German, Ottawa, Ont., Canada 
Fred A. Birchmore, Athens, GA 
Daniel A. Birchmore, Charlottesville, VA 
Trevor Field, Sherbrooke, Que., Canada 
Henry H . Gardner, Ottawa, Ont., Canada 
Verne I. Davies, Ottawa, Ont. , Canada 
Robert B. Lorenz, Richmond, VT 
John D. Mclrvine, Thornhill, Ont:.: Canada 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

1123 
1124 
1125 
1126 
1127 
1128 
1129 
1130 
1131 
1132 
1133 
1134 
1135 
1136 
1137 
1138 
1139 
1140 
1141 
1142 
1143 
1144 

Britt M. Mclrvine, Thornhill, Ont., Canada 
Paul Wingett, Lakewood, NY 
Albie Pokrob, Gorham, NH 
Paul A. Lamoureux, Enosburg Falls, VT 
Michael). McMorrow, Rutland, VT 
Vera V. Smith, Portsmouth, NH 
J. Michael Carter, Vienna, VA 
Michael K. Woolley, Smithtown, NY 
Peter Quartararo, Smithtown, NY 
Chuck Ziegler, Guilford, IND 
Stu Kane, Bayport, NY 
John M. Allen, Hanover, NH 
Lynne T. White, Northampton, MA 
Josh Langevin, Bristol, VT 
Gary P. Dennison, East Hartford, CT 
PJ McGowan, Jr ., Franklin Square, NY 
James Liptack, Norwalk, CT 
Julian M. Maddox, Black Mountain, NC 
Renaud Levesque, Montreal , Que., Canada 
Jocelyn Schreiber, Hinesburg, VT 
Debbie Wise, San Jose, CA 
Kevin Kelly, Stoughton, MA 

GUIDE BOOK CHANGES 

Per the notice in the 21st Edition of the Guide Book of the Long 
Traz"l, the following are changes in trails and shelters as described 
in the Guz"de. These may be cut out and pasted, as appropriate, 
over the present description or in the blank space provided at the 
e?d of each Trail divisi~n. (Note: The Editor will be happy to fur
nish an extra copy of this page for pasting purposes to any GMC'er 
who wishes to preserve his own L TN intact.) 

Division III 
Pages 54, 57 

Permits from the U.S. Forest Service are no longer 
required for entry into the Lye Brook Wilderness Area. 

Pages 56-58 
Relocation of the LT between Stratton Pond and 

William B. Douglas Shelter has been completed: From 
the clearing at the east end of Stratton Pond (0.0 m.), 
the LT bears right (on what was the North Shore Trail), 
passing Willis Ross Spring and the Stratton Mountain 
Trail. At the new terminus of the North Shore Trail 
(0 .1 m.), the LT again bears right, leaving the shore
line. It follows contours with minor changes in elevation 
and then descends to the Winhall River (1.9 m.) . Cross· 
ing the Winhall on a bridge constructed by the Forest 
Service in 1978, the Trail proceeds, again with little 
change in elevation, finally rejoining the former LT 
route just north of William B. Douglas Shelter (4 .3 m.). 

Corrected mileage for Div. III : 20.0 m. Important 
Note: The former LT route between Stratton and 
Bourn Ponds will be considered a continuation of the 
Lye Brook Trail, and from Bourn Pond north a con
tinuation of the Branch Pond Trail. 

DIVISION V 
Page 74 

In tribute _to her 22 years of faithful service as cor
responding secretary to the GMC, 1955-1977, the Killing
ton Section has renamed Sunnyside Camp as Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter. 

DIVISION VI 
Page 84 

Relocation of the LT north of Rolston Rest Shelter 
(5.4 m .) has been completed: After crossing a private 
road (5 .8 m.), the LT ascends at a moderate grade to 
the top of a ridge. Pa ing west of an unnamed summjt 
(el. 2730 ft .), the rail continues along the ridge in 
a northwesterly dire lion and then descends to rejoin 
the former route. Note : Mileages for the new route are 
not yet available. Although the relocation parallels the 
former route, it entails more changes in elevation and 
takes longer to traverse. 

Long Trail News 



qus qikell t~e 1fiong Wruil of ~ermont 
from tqe J'l!lmss1trqusetls line to t~e 

<l111n11lli11u horller 11 llistunce of Zfi3 miles. 

NEW END-TO-END CERTIFICATE - Here's the new certificate which End-to-Enders now receive to 
testify to their achievement. Created under the direction of the 1978-79 End-to-End Committee, the certificate 
is printed principally in green but with a brown tree and a dotted line representing the Long Trail. Those 
with older certificates (said to be of dubious artistic merit) can obtain a new one by sending a request to the 
Committee's present chairman, Sally Spear, RFD #4, Colchester, VT 05446, with $2 (payable to the Green 
Mountain Club) and applicable information from the old certificate. 

Sky Surveillance & Volunteer Effort 
Combine In AT Corridor Progress 

By Preston Bristow 
Vermont Coordinator, AT Project 

Stark against the blue-black emptiness of 
space, a satellite sped far above the New 
England sky. Eight hundred miles below lay 
a small black box, obscurely placed near a 
quiet dirt road in the rural town of Shrews
bury, Vermont. With a click, the box 
suddenly came to life, for a moment quickly 
recording numbers from the satellite, then 
lapsing again into silence. 

No, neither the U.S. nor the Soviet 
Union had chosen Vermont as a center for 
top-secret surveillance operations. Instead, 
the satellite was operated by the National 
Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, the 
black box was one of five geoceivers placed 
in Vermont this fall by the U.S. Geological 
Survey, and the "surveillance" was one of a 
far different sort: establishing highly ac
curate ground control points from which to 
start and end survey traverses of the Ap
palachian Trail. 

At long last, surveying of the Appalachian 
Trail in Vermont has begun. With the sign
ing of the Appalachian Trail bill on March 
22, 1978, President Carter brought into 
motion a massive undertaking: permanently 
protecting the entire 2000-mile Appalachian 
Trail. Since that time, negotiations with 
private landowners throughout the 14 states 

February, 1980 

crossed by the Trail have been actively 
underway, and in Vennont these negotia
tions are bearing frui t. In S ptemb r, survey 
rews began work on mappin·g 24 miles -

n arly half the total 51 miles of Appalachian 
Trail on private land in Vermonr - for th 
a quisition of a protective u·ai l corridor, 
and tal_ks are underway to prepare the re
maining 27 n iles for survey next summer. 

Reaching thi. point in the protection 
process bas not been easy. Fearful that a 
massive and insensitive •ederal bureaucracy 
would forcefully take portions of their land 
tO prot -cl .the Trai l, landowner resistance 
was strong arly in the program. In addi
Lion , much of th T rail route was located 
on roads, across active farm land, or near 
homes and other areas of development, so 
significant portions ne ded to b relocated. 
Thrnug.hout the slow and tedious process 
of resolvi ng these <lifficullies, an increased 
deg:r e of cooperation , along with a growing 
spirit of partnership, has developed among 
the Green Mountain Club , the Dartmouth 
Outing Club (which maintains 18 miles of 
AT in the Norwich area), and the National 
Park Service. 

It is precisely this spirit of partnership 
between trail club volunteers and the Federal 
government which the U.S. Congress and 
Appalachian Trail Conference envisioned 
when the Appalachian Trail legislation was 

enacted. For instance, in preparing the 24 
miles of AT for survey this fall, GMC volun
teers scouted out new trail locations, evaluated 
trail layout and design work, flagged pro
posed trail routes, and contacted trail land
owners. Club headquarters was likewise ac
tive in coordinating volunteer activities and 
making final policy decisions. Even certain 
landowners, once skeptical of our intentions, 
suggested ways to improve the quality of the 
Trail route. 

Certainly, using satellites to map the 
Appalachian Trail is unique - the U.S. 
Geological Survey reports the Vermont proj
ect is its first use ever of the space-age 
Doppler technique of geodetic positioning in 
the continental United States. But what's 
established the Appalachian Trail as truly 
unique is the unparalleled degree of volun
teer effort, manpower, and support that 
founded and sustained the Trail throughout 
its 58-year history. 

BURT FORESTS NOW STATE LAND 

With assistance from the Nature Conser
vancy, the State of Vermont in October ac
quired the 10,850-acre Burt Forests lands in 
central Vermont. Involved are four parcels 
of wild mountain and forest land in Stowe, 
Worcester, Underhill, Huntington and 
Bolton. Over five miles of Long Trail cross 
certain of the parcels. The lands encompass 
the Ranch Valley, a portion of the Nebraska 
Valley, the Stowe Pinnacle, and Moss Glen 
Falls (all these in Stowe), a portion of the 
western slopes of the Worcester Range, and 
parts of Camel's Hump (for more details see 
the May, 1978 LTN). 

For many years the State has wanted this 
land but the owner, Burt Forest, Inc., was 
uninterested in selling. When the property 
came on the market in 1977, and the State 
couldn't afford to purchase it, the Nature 
Conservancy was asked to intercede. It ac
quired the property and has held it until the 
State could raise funds to pay for it. That has 
now happened. 

Of the land's $2 million cost, $400,000 
had been borne by the Conservancy (a 
quarter of that through private donations), 
$425,000 by a State appropriation and 
$1, 185, 000 by the federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. 

The Burt lands will be added to the Mt. 
Mansfield and Putnam State Forests and the 
Camel's Hump State Park. Administered by 
the Department of Forests, Parks and Rec
reation of the Vermont Agency of Environ
mental Conservation, the lands will be open 
to the public and managed under multiple
use principles. 

The Nature Conservancy is a national, 
non-profit organization dedicated to the pro
tection of ecologically-significant land. 
Founded in 1951, the 65,000-member or
ganization has protected 1. 5 million acres of 
such property through approximately 2,200 
separate projects. The Vermont chapter of 
the Conservancy has over 700 members. 
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WHY WE HIKE_ "After Sunrise From Camel's Hump" is the title of this fine photograph by Robert L. Coffin.- the kind of glisteni~g scene wh~ch 
delights hikers. A recent photo? Hardly. Coffin took this in 1935. It is one of a number of his photographs recently given to the GMC, a ma1or presentation 
of which will appear in a future L TN. 

1979 Field Season: "Success, Surprise, Some Disappointment ... " 
By Harry T. Peet, Jr. 

Field Supervisor 

Each year the field season for our care
takers, ranger-naturalists, and Long Trail 
Patrol seems to get a little longer. This past 
one began on May 19 with a Trails and 
Shelters Workshop at Tamarack Notch 
Camp in Mendon. It ended, with cries of 
disapproval from members of the fall trail 
crew, when the Long Trail Patrol ceased 
operations on Nov. 2. The time in between, 
168 days to be exact, was filled with success, 
surprise, some disappointment and failure, 
and many accomplishments. 

A "Quiet" Season? 

Ask a Mt. Mansfield ranger-naturalist to 
define quiet and you're liable to hear: "A 
day off." Seldom is it quiet on the summit 
of Vermont's highest, and busiest, mountain. 
This season was less quiet than most. During 
installation of Mt. Mansfield ski area's new 
snowmaking equipment, underground cables 
which supply power to the mountaintop 
transmitting stations were severed. To sup
ply emergency power, a diesel generator was 
installed adjacent to the summit station. A 
loud-type generator: when the wind was 
right (wrong), it could be heard at Sterling 
Pond. At the summit station, business was 
conducted in sign language. Earplugs be-
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came standard ranger-issue. Bird migrations, 
so rumor has it, began in July. 

And there were other surprises. Imagine 
yourself a tired ranger-naturalist, relaxing 
on the outdoor deck of the Octagon. Sud
denly, an explosion, and the sky is raining 
pieces of rock! Yes, Virginia, installation of 
snowmaking equipment sometimes involves 
blasting. Long Trail Patrol members, never 
too enthusiastic about wearing hard-hats, 
immediately offered their headgear to needy 
rangers. 

In one most important area it was a quiet 
season on Mansfield. There were few acci
dents involving first aid and no serious in
juries or emergencies. At least none that re
quired action by our rangers. In October 
a hiker died as the result of a fall in Nebraska 
Notch, and after the field season ended, two 
Norwich University students stranded on the 
mountain in Smuggler's Notch were rescued 
by the college's mountain rescue team and 
others. 

Camel's Hump was another story. Ranger
naturalists and caretakers there were in
volved in three separate litter carries, evacu
ating injured hikers off the mountain. 

A "Busy" Season 

The summer of 1979 featured gas shortages 
and soaring fuel costs, and predictions that 
fewer people would be on the Trail. Well, 

we should have learned our lesson during the 
shortages of 1974. The economic climate 
may affect tourists, but it doesn't affect 
hikers. Use levels on the Long Trail in 1979 
were nearly identical to those of 1977 and 
1978. 

And this is a good sign. In the late 1960's 
and early ?O's, when more and more people 
took to hiking and backpacking, trail 
managers foresaw hordes of hikers and hordes 
of overuse problems. Perhaps we can rest a 
little easier now. 

Of course there are many nights when 
our caretakers do anything but rest. Some 
examples: Stratton Pond, Oct. 6, 84 over
night hikers; Montclair Glen Lodge, July 14, 
34. Butler Lodge, August 21, 40; and Taft 
Lodge, Sept. 29, 59. 

Trail Projects 

For a while, 1979 was the year of the out
house. The LTP, at the request of the Brat
tleboro Section, built a new outhouse at 
William B. Douglas Shelter. The Patrol also 
installed a "chum" outhouse at Theron Dean 
Shelter. Caretakers installed a bin composter 
and outhouse at Sterling Pond Shelter, add
ed a second composting bin at Taft Lodge, 
and, in a joint project with the L TP, in
stalled a composting outhouse at Puffer Shel
ter. 

L TP Crew #3, when it wasn't involved in 

Long Trail News 



The Ottauquechee Section Invites You To The GMC'S 

70th Annual Meeting 
Saturday, May 24, 1980 

Teago Grange Hall, South Pomfret, Vermont 
Come join us for what we think will be an enjoyable mi,x of pleasure and business at the Club's 70th annual meeting get-together, 
Memorial Day weekend, May 24-26! Nestled amongst rolling hills in dairy farm country, three miles north of historic Woodstock village 
and only two miles from the Appalachian Trail, the Tcago Grange should provide an ideal meeting spot to cover the day's 
full agenda , including: 

8:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

Noon 

1:30 p .m . 

3:00 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

8:00p.m. 

REGISTRATION ($1 fee for those 12 or older) 
Coffee & Doughnuts & Conversation 

MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP 
Treasurer's Report 
President's Report 
Introduction of and Report by the New EJCecutive Director 
Field Supervisor's Report 

BUFFET LUNCH 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING RESUMED 
Section Annual Reports 
Election of Auditor and At-Large Directors 
Other Business 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEET 
Other members get a chance to stretch! 

SPECIAL PROGRAM 
"Wind Turbines on the Green Mountains: What Impact?" 
A panel discussion 

HAM, TURKEY & HOMEMADE PIE DINNER 

EVENING PROGRAM 
"An Invitation to Vermont Wilderness" 
A slide presentation by the Vermont Wilderness Association 

Annual Meeting is a family weekend, tool Camping and lodging facilities are available; Saturday and Sunday outings are being 
planned . And nearby Woodstock, one of Vermont's oldest and best-known resort towns, is a great place to sightsee, gift-shop, or just 
relax and absorb the good Vermont air. Sound good? If so , please use the form below to make reservations and / or request map and 
further information. IMPORT ANT: Deadline for meals reservations is April 30. That's before you will receive the May Long Trail 
News so please don't delay; send in your reservations now. 

r--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
I 

I 1980 ANNUAL MEETING 

TO: Tom Debevoise, Woodstock, Vermont 05091 

Name(s) 

Address 

Please reserve the number of places indicated for the following Saturday meals: 

___ Buffet Lunch (Adults, $2.50 each) 

___ Buffet Lunch (Under 12, $1.50 each) 

___ Dinner (Adults, $5.50 each) 

___ Dinner (Under 12, $4.00 each) 

My check is enclosed for$ ______ _ 

___ Send map and further information ( ___ also another meal reservation form) 

Return reservations by A pn·z 30; please enclose a large, self-addressed stamped envelope 
L--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------J 
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outhouse projects, spent several weeks be
tween Burnt Rock Mt. and Camel's Hump 
and two weeks in the Tillotson Camp area. 
It was also responsible for cutting and blazing 
an LT reroute north of Rolston Rest Shel
ter. 

One disappointment of the summer was 
the crew on Mt. Mansfield engaged under 
the federal Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act (CETA). Under the direction 
of an L TP crew boss, this crew of CET A 
workers was assigned trail stabilization proj
ects on the LT between Eagle Pass and 
Taft Lodge and on Profanity Trail. Although 
CET A managers encouraged the Club to 
undertake such a project, they were subse
quently unable to provide the manpower 
needed. Some work was accomplished, but 
not nearly as much as anticipated. 

USFS Co-op Work 

Our U.S. Forest Service Co-op work pro
vided some of the brighter and darker spotS 
of the field season. On the brighter side, a 
younger, more inexperienced Long Trail 
Patrol than usual performed well and pro
duced high-quality trailwork. On the darker 
side, time lost in training inexperienced 
crews, soaring transportation costs, and per
sonality problems on one crew resulted in a 
funding deficit for the Club. Moreover, the 
Co-op work was not completed on schedule. 

It is a tribute to the quality of the Patrol's 
work that the Forest Service was willing not 
only to extend the length of the Co-op con
tract, but also to renegotiate the payment 
rates for particular work items. The re
maining work north of Lincoln Gap will be 
completed next summer and, with the new 

rates, we should be able to avoid any fi
nancial problems. 

Camp Groups 

Through the excellent coordinating efforts 
of Southern Caretaker Supervisor Ray Auger, 
four camp groups were involved in trail proj
ects last summer. Boys from Camp Wohika 
of Danby relocated the two-seater outhouse 
at Clarendon Shelter and removed the "rem -
nants" of the old Willis Ross dump (50-plus 
large trash bags!). A co-ed group of 34 from 
Camps Betsey Cox and Sangamon of Pitts
ford, and Farm and Wilderness Camps of 
Plymouth spent a long day brushing an over
grown stretch of LT from Cooper Lodge 
south past Consultation Point. 

We sincerely thank these camps for their 
assistance. And we also express thanks to the 
Stratton Corporation for supplying a bom
bardier and trailer, and to the Sherburne 
Corporation for use of its lift facilities on 
Killington. 

Field Supervisor 

Each and every GMC field person deserves 
thanks from the Club. I would like to express 
special thanks to those field people whose 
performances above and beyond the call of 
duty made my job much easier: "Captain" 
Laura Dibble (LTP Crew Boss), Geoff "Gore
tex" Gourley (L TP Crew Boss), "Chainsaw" 
Pete Gadzinski (L TP Chair-man), Ben "Mr. 
Compost" Davis (Camel's Hump Head 
Ranger), Jacqui "Where's the snow?" Sulek 
(Mt. Mansfield Head Ranger), "Ramblin"' 
Ray Auger (Southern Caretaker Supervisor), 
and Jeanne "Mountain Lady" Griffin 
(Northern Caretaker Supervisor). 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

One of the most interesting hikes of the 
fall season was led by Andy Nuquist in early 
November to the summit of Camel's Hump. 
This trip certainly proved untrue the belief 
that Vermont's November is drab. As we 
approached the summit in thirty-degree 
weather under overcast skies we found every 
tree coated with hoarfrost. Needles of rime 
pointed west from the scrub balsam, making 
every tree a sculpture. As we crested the sum
mit, winds gusted, making the chill-factor 
well below zero. Puffs of cloud swirled past 
and patches of sunlight illuminated frosty 
balsam near the top and spots of the amber 
brown forest below. We crouched behind 
rocks for shelter to watch a constantly 
changing panorama of light and billowing 
cloud. 

Maintenance on the Long Trail between 
Smuggler's Notch and Chilcoot Pass was 
included in the Section's fall activities. This 
stretch of trail is now in reasonably good 
shape but the Elephant's Head Trail will 
need major work next year. 

Other autumn outings included an explor
ation of Lord's Hill in Marshfield. Now a 
State natural area, it is one of Vermont's 
last remaining stands of virgin hardwood 
forest. The traditional November slide shows 
and Duck Brook Christmas party marked the 
holidays. At this New Year's writing there 
hag been no snow and prospects looked dim 
for trying out that new Christmas cross
country ski equipment on next week's 
planned outing. 

GEORGE LONGENECKER, Reporter 

FIELD PROGRAMS, 1969-1979: A LOOK BACK - AND A LOOK AHEAD 
In 1969 the Club considered a two-crew Long Trail Patrol, but finally decided to field just one four-man crew. That same year, the 

State of Vermont hired the first ranger-naturalist for Mt. Mansfield, and the Burlington Section hired the first "modem-day" caretaker 
for Taft Lodge. It was a year of beginnings. 

A decade later, for the 1979 hiking season, the GMC employed 48 field people: 7 ranger-naturalists on Mt. Mansfield and Camel's 
Hump, 14 caretakers, 2 rotating caretakers, 2 caretaker supervisors, 22 Long Trail Patrol members (three 7-person crews and a CETA 
crew boss), and 1 field supervisor. 

What happened in ten years to cause such an expansion of what we now call our Field Programs? Very simply, hiking and backpack
ing became popular. As the number of people using hiking trails increased, so did the number of trail problems. Trail treads which had 
been stable for many years began to erode. Trails which had never been stable eroded faster. Outhouse pits filled to overflowing in a 
single season (or less). Uninformed and careless hikers misused shelter facilities, camped on fragile soils and plants, polluted water 
sources, cut down live trees, littered. Landowners became rightfully concerned and relocations were sometimes necessary. At the same 
time, encroaching development threatened to destroy or sever existing trails. 

Trail clubs and government agencies which administer public lands sought solutions. And solutions were found. GMC caretakers 
were originally hired to prevent damage at high-use shelter areas; this role of "on-site management" soon expanded to include hiker 
education: explaining proper trail use, discussing trail problems, and advertising the role of the GMC. Ranger-naturalists provided 
protection, through education, of arctic-alpine tundra areas. The Long Trail Patrol concentrated on heavy-duty trail rehabilitation 
to control erosion. "Carry-in, Carry-out" became Club policy, and. shelter dumps were removed. The composting of human waste at 
high-elevation sites proved effective in eliminating outhouse problems. Use of portable stoves was encouraged. 

GMC Field Programs have definitely proved to be effective solutions to particular trail problems. Recognition of this effectiveness is 
the major cause of their rapid growth in the last ten years. Looking ahead to the next ten years, the Club must be careful not to turn 
these solutions into problems. This potential does exist. Firstly, expansion of the Field Programs has strained Club resources almost 
to their limits; we must avoid any further expansion which might cause other priorities to suffer. Secondly, the limited role of our 
Field Programs should be re-emphasized. Otherwise, we might unintentionally foster a non-volunteer atmosphere. No matter how 
successfully caretakers, rangers , and L TP members perform their various duties, they are no more important than the volunteers who 
reblaze or brush a section of trail , who repair or build shelters, or who engage in any maintenance project. Field Programs were never 
intended, nor are they able, to replace a strong volunteer effort. 

The continued effectiveness of the Club's Field Programs should be one of our goals in the new decade; but that goal should not be 
reached at the expense of a strong volunteer effort. 

HARRY T. PEET, JR., Field Supervisor 
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BENNINGTON SECTION 
Encounter With A 

"Newly-Designed Swampland" 

Outdoor sports enthusiasts around New 
England will certainly remember the end of 
1979 as a strange, snowless one. I imagine 
the area's ski operators would like to have 
their creditors forget it altogether! I've just 
completed a newspaper announcement for 
an upcoming cross-country ski outing and I 
actually felt foolish believing we would have 
snow for the January 5th event. 

Trail construction continued last year 
down in our sector, this time on the old LT
AT which heads up from the Long Trail 
Road in Woodford and branches at Bear 
Wallow, one section north for Glastenbury 
Mt., the other traveling to the summit of 
Bald Mt. A USFS trail crew under the 
management of Nort Phillips rerouted a 
steep section (approximately one-third mile) 
which had been washed to a streambed 
stage. The new section, moved a few 
hundred feet into the woods , has some inter
esting and effective-looking tandem waterbar 
structures along the way. 

Our section had a fine series of autumn 
hikes. One in particular stands out in my 
mind: an orienteering hike through the 
meadows of the Lye Brook Wilderness Area. 
About 15 people were having a good time 
that clear day, easy walking and not much 
brush to fight. Then as we turned east to hit 
the Branch Pond Trail we learned how lucky 
we had been . For between ourselves and the 
trail stood a fine newly-designed swampland. 
To make a long frustrating tale of slipping 
and sliding shorter, we got good and wet 
getting to dry land, and a short time later 
the trail. We learned a lot about orienteering 

WALK-THROUGH WEEKEND 
May 17 and 18 is "Walk-Through 

Weekend" on the Appalachian Trail. 
That's the time the Appalachian Trail 
Conference is urging members of its vari
ous member clubs to hike their respec
tive portions of the 2,000-mile AT for 
basic clearing of blowdowns, paint-blazing 
and inspection for other more substantial 
trail-conditioning needs. 

Six GMC sections - Pioneer Valley, 
Bennington, Connecticut, Worcester, 
Brattleboro and Killington - are re
sponsible for portions of the Long Trail 
which are also the AT, and the new Ot
tauquechee Section takes care of the 
stretch of AT just east of its departure 
from the LT. So the "Walk-Through" 
applies especially to them. 

But hiking Vermont's wet trails before 
Memorial Day weekend? Yes, the GMC 
does urge hikers to avoid high-elevation 
hiking in mud-season because it can be 
particularly damaging to trails. But how 
else can the AT I LT be made ready for 
the general hiking public beforehand? 
Hence "Walk-Through" hikes are hereby 
excused from the rule. 
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methods, among other things, that you don't 
plan to find no meadows on a topo map 
nearly 12 years old. 

THOM BAILEY, Reporter 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 
Tornado-Struck Member Gets Help 

October 3, 1979, in the town of Poquon
nock, Ct., was a day of high winds, racing 
clouds, and rain. In mid-afternoon the move
ments of air increased, they became more 
turbulent, they began to boil. A tornado 
was born! With unbelievable speed, and a 
roar like a dozen express trains rolled into 
one, it swept through the edge of town 
leaving utter devastation in its wake. The 
home of Herb and Barbara van Winkelen, 
long-time members of the Connecticut Sec
tion, was in its path. What a sight greeted 
Herb when he was able to make his way 
home from work. His barn was leveled, trees 
were uprooted, and the front three-fourths 
of his house - gone! 

After the first shock had subsided slightly, 
it was apparent that "a helping hand" was 
needed. Under the leadership of Tony 
Shookus, members of the Section were 
mustered for a "work party" . These members 
responded: Bob Attenborough, Larry 
Cohen, Sherrill Collins, Peter Dabbs, Tom 
Giorgetti, Dave Gonci, Ken Marti , Bob 
Poole, Bob Rivard, John and Jean Sarubbi, 
John Schiemann, Tony and Terry Shookus, 
Gordon Turnbull, and non-member Don 
Hansen. 

Bob Poole and his group attacked the up
rooted trees with chain saws and transformed 
them into four cords of fireplace wood. 
John Sarubbi with wrecking bar and 
hammer, lead his group to the leveled 
buildings and turned them into a pile of 
lumber to be used in later construction. In 
the meantime, Sherrill Collins and Herb , 
using their trucks, kept busy hauling tree 
limbs and worthless scraps of lumber to the 
curb for temporary storage. 

The end of the day saw much work 
accomplished . Herb was glad of the help, 
and the members were more than happy 
to participate in this "work party". 

The remodeling and repair of the house 
is progressing, and it will not be long before 
Herb and Barbara are once more under 
their very own roof. 

GLENNA HALE, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 
Workshop Precedes Winter Workout 

The Section held its second annual early 
winter backpacking hike Dec. 8-9 at Stratton 
Mt. A winter backpacking workshop was 
held three days before the hike to ac
quaint the interested summer backpacker 
with the proper gear for a comfortable and 
safe winter hike. The workshop, which was 
attended by nine people, included discus
sions and samples of clothing, first aid sup
plies, and amounts and kinds of food and 
equipment. 

Six enthusiastic people participated in the 
hike over Stratton Mt. Six miles were covered 
the first day, seven miles the second. The 
skies were cloudless at night and constel
lations were clearly visible. Like last year, 
the temperatures were in the zero range and 
were accompanied by high winds; the ground 
was dusted by intermittent snow flurries. 
Dennis LaForce and Bill Muszynski con
ducted the workshop and led the hike. 

As an introduction to winter backpacking, 
the December trip was designed to prepare 
people for another outing to be held in the 
Mt. Tabor area of the Long Trail in 
February. Snowshoeing and cross-country 
skiing will be part of that hike. 

GLORIA CAIRNS, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 
Gas Prices Affects Outings Planning 

The upward spiral of gasoline prices has 
made itself felt on hiking activities in the 
metropolitan New York City area. The 
New York Section is now emphasizing pub
lic transportation in the planning of its 
programs. This includes bus, train, and sub
way access to hiking areas. 

This fall brought quite a selection of ac
tivities using public transportation. For those 
walkers who favor the convenience of sub
ways, there was a Brooklyn Beach walk 
led by Bernice Hudson and a walk around 
Flushing Meadow Park with Jan Hudgens. 
The New York Section is fortunate to have 
a variety of suburban train services which 
provide access to mountains and beaches. 
There were several hikes offered during 
November which took advantage of these 
services. Chet and Marge Hendricks offered 
a hike over Blue and Spitzenburg Mountains. 
Louise Kaiser led a climb over Breakneck 
Ridge beginning from the Cold Spring Sta
tion. Arthur Garry used the Long Island 
Railroad for a Fire Island beach walk. 

Many of the hiking programs used the 
extensive network of private bus services 
which radiate outwards into New Jersey and 
New York State parks. Some programs were 
organized close to the city such as Rita 
Ropes' Palisades rock scramble featuring 
views of the cliffs just across the George 
Washington Bridge from Manhattan. More 
distant hikes featured an assault on Storm 
King Mountain by Fred Rouseau, and a 
climb over West Mountain with Harry 
Smith. The Harrim·an Park area has good 
access by bus using Arden, N. Y., and Sloats
burg, N.Y. as the gateways. Don Fomuto 
offered a circular along the Reeves Brook 
trail. The Arden gateway provided access 
to the Nurian, Dunning, Lichen, and ASB 
trails for a hike led by John Nuffort. These 
bus stops provide both the gateway and the 
terminus for many circular hikes such as 
those two just mentioned. 

Public transportation will be featured in 
the printing of future issues of the New 
York Section Bulletin. Hiking activities that 
use bus or train access will now be high
lighted. 

JACK JUPP, Reporter 
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SNOWSHOE SCENE - It was several years ago 
when these Sterling Section members were hiking 
into Smuggler's Notch. 

MONTREAL SECTION 
Duly Chartered by Province of Quebec 

Two major recent events involving the 
Section occurred not on the trail, but on 
paper. Since it had been decided to incor
porate as a non-profit organization, the Sec
tion had to obtain a charter from the Pro
vince of Quebec. We supposed we were in for 
a tedious bout with the bureaucracy; we were 
not pleasantly surprised. 

First, we were obliged to present a name, 
in French, part of which explained our ac
tivities in a general way, plus a specific ele
ment to distinguish us from other such or
ganizations. Much credit for the relative 
celerity with which we were granted a charter 
goes to Francois Richard, whose legal studies 
were undoubtedly advanced by running this 
obstacle course. Well, we have a charter, 
complete with gold seal, and our official 
name is Le Club de Randonnee des Green 
Mountains. That means the Hiking (or Walk
ing) Club of the Green Mountains. Since 
"Green Mountains" is the name for a physi
cal feature outside Quebec, it was not neces
sary to translate it. The supreme irony is, 
of course, that Vermont, the name of the 
state in which those mountains are located, 
is a derivation of the French expression 
Samuel de Champlain used to describe them 
back in 16091 With all this said, we will con
tinue to use Section de Montreal in daily 
communications. 

The other significant piece of paper was 
the second issue of our newsletter, Le Ran
donneur. While aware that we have pre
viously lauded Editor John German's exploits 
in this column, he again merits our thanks 
and critical acclaim for the bulletin. Irv .. 
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Ellenbogen contributed more than one ar
ticle to the four-page, bilingual scroll. Be
sides news and book reviews, this issue in
cluded a terse (and accurate) editorial on 
the state of "unreadiness" of Les Sentiers de 
L '&trie, the fledgling trail system in Quebec's 
Eastern Townships. Francois Richard ac
complished the often difficult task of trans
lation - with a little help from his friends. 

BOB GRENIER, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION 
"Winter Weekend" (With Not Much Snow) 

For the past several years one of the first 
winter outings on our schedule has been the 
"Winter Weekend" trip to John's Brook 
Lodge in the Adirondacks. Traditional hike 
leader Ralph Gibbs organized the outing 
once again this year. On Dec. 7, Ralph and 
eight other GMC'ers divided up the provi
sions and equipment and started the hike in 
to the camp from the "Garden" above Keene 
Valley. 

It's always uncertain whether snowshoes 
will be needed for the hike, or whether the 
lightweight plastic sled can be used to carry 
supplies. The talk the week before the outing 
makes clear that this uncertainty is part of 
the fun. 

This year the weather was milder than 
it's been in some previous years. Although 
there wasn't enough snow to warrant the use 
of snowshoes, two participants mentioned 
that there was more snow that weekend than 
any other time so far chis winter. 

Friday nighL it was early to bed. Ralph 
told cooks Jack and Jean Lance that the day
hikers wanted co gel an early start Saturday 
morning. Jack took him at his word and 
was up at 5:30 a.m. to start the fire and get 
the coffee brewing. By 7:30 a hearty break
fast had been consumed by all, and the 
hikers prepared to start out - I think a. 
little earlier than they really expected. 

Ralph, Dot Myer and Sally Spear headed 
out to climb Saddleback. They ran into some 
minor snow squalling, but otherwise the hike 
was uneventful. Near the summit the snow 
was knee-deep, and Dot had the opportunity 
to don her snowshoes. 

Meanwhile, Andy Squires and Dave and 
Gail Cass had set out for Gothics. Unlike the 
other trio of hikers, they encountered some 
challenging weather conditions. There were 
strong crosswinds in exposed areas of the 
trail. In other areas, where the trail led the 
hikers over rock faces, there was glare ice. 
Andy and Dave forged ahead to the summit, 
while Gail deferred to the elements. From all 
reports the trip down was great - the ice 
provided a beautiful natural slide and the 
feet were given a welcome rest. 

Back at the camp Ginny Yandow and 
Jack and Jean had spent the day gathering 
firewood, exploring the area, and preparing 
for a festive meal of turkey and all the trim
mings. Thoughts of another hearty meal no 
doubt helped to quicken the steps of the 
weary hikers approaching the camp at day's 

end. 
A few minutes next to a warm woodstove 

can work wonders on even the most cold and 
tired hiker. By dinnertime the crew was 
primed for an early start to the coming holi
day season. 

Sunday morning was spent cleaning the 
camp to leave it in good shape for the next 
occupants, packing the equipment and left
overs, and hiking back out to the Garden. 
All this was followed by lunch at the Spread 
Eagle Inn, the traditional finale to Winter 
Weekend. 

JUDY LANCE, Reporter 

KILLINGTON SECTION 

The Killington Section had a very active 
1979. Winter activities expanded to include 
cross-country ski tours and overnight back
packing trips. Among new areas visited were 
Moscow Pond, Quaterline Road, Pine Hill, 
Lake St. Catherine and Old Baldy. Some of 
the hiking trails we used for these trips are 
described in Lhe GMC Day Hiker's Guide. 

The Joseph Dictons, senior and junior, 
who ar th section's trails and shelters chair
men, have been busy with the assistance of 
Boy Scout Troop #105 in repairing Pico 
Shelter and outhouse. Also, the outhouse at 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter (formerly Sunny
side Camp) was rebuilt after the year-old 
previous one was tom down and burned for 
firewood. 

On Jan. 9, 1980 we honored the birthday 
of our oldest member, Martha Adams, 
age 102. 

W. CHURCHILL SCOTT, Reporter 

SPRING HIKING DISCOURAGED 
GMC'ers are reminded that the Club 

now officially discourages hiking on the 
Long Trail in the early spring or "mud 
season," particularly on the higher ele
vations of the Trail system. The reason 
is that hikers' boots can do much more 
damage to wet and muddy trails than is 
the case when the trails are dry and, as 
a result, more stable. 

In adopting this policy in March, 1977 
the Club's board of directors (then trustees) 
noted that the period of snow melt and 
muddy trails varies considerably the length 
of the LT, depending on altitude, how far 
north or south, and how much winter 
snowfall and spring rainfall there has 
been for a particular area. Thus the board 
did not set a specific range of dates to 
designate the mud season period but in
stead asked hikers to exercise good judg
ment in assessing the condition of a 
particular stretch of trail they are think
ing of hiking in the early spring - and 
not doing so when muddy conditions pre
vail. 

Especially susceptible to dam(!_ge during 
the thaw period - and lasting later into 
the spring - is the fragile arctic tundra 
growth on the summit areas of Mt. Mans
field and Camel's Hump. 
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At Large Members Respond To Solicitation; Donors Listed 
Like their ction-member ount rparrs, th G I 's at-large 

m mbers hav respond d generously to last fall 's appeal for dona · 
tions to the Club (in addidon tom mbership du ). As of Dec. 31, 
229 at· large memb rs had donated a rota! f $3,644 .47. The . olici · 
Lation appeal went to about 2,250 at- large members. As a g tur .f 
appreciation we'r happy LO list thos wh s m ontributions (apolo
gies to rhos whose dona tions w r received at the Club office after 
Dec. 3 1: their names ar ' not included). 

Peter Adelsberger 
C. Whitcomb Alden 
Sunny & Lee Allen 
Betty Lou Bailey 
Frederick D. Balkwill 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur]. Ballard 
Clinton S. Banks 
Richard D. Barany 
Bernard & Elinor Barber 
James Barlow 
John W. Beckwermert 
Fred Bierhoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Billings 
William E. Bishop, Jr. 
Preston Bristow, Jr . 
Suzanne Broffman 
Mike Bromberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Brooks 
James Hall Brooks 
Mr. & Mrs. Art Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Brown 
Ruth Bunker 
Fred & Monika Burckhardt 
Jane &Jack Burditt 
Philip & Hilary Burling 
Donald M. Burness 
Mabel H. Buttolph 
Lawrence Cameron 
Ned Campion 
Dr. John Cannon 
Gordon & Helen Cawood 
Charles F. Christ 
Leslie Clark 
Mrs. & Mrs. Edward L Clark 
Robert Clark 
Rev. C.W. Clarke 
A. W. Coleman 
Peter Coleman 
Dr. Jules Comeau 
Michael Conley 
John Conner 
Francis E. Corrigan 
Millie Curtis 
Richard & Laurie Dana 
Ben Davis 
Marshall Dawes 
John J. Deeney 
Jacques E. DesMarchais 
Kenneth Downer 
William Duffy 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Duplisea 
John Drysdale 
Keith & Lonnie Edson 
R. Glenn Elliott, M.D. 
Ed Elrod 
George E. Ernst 
George Eversman 
Charles Farnsworth 
Andrew]. Fay 
Charles F. Fisher 
Madeline C. Fleming 
K.G. Forsythe 
Jocelyn Fraser 
Ronald Freeman 
William P. French 
Hans J. Fritsch 
Dr. Harold M. Frost 
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John Gantz 
Henry H. Gardner 
N.C. Garland 
Michael E. Gellert 
Mercedes Geyer 
John Glouchevitch 
William F. Gommo 
Dr. & Mrs. Fairfield Goodale 
]. Gravel 
Richard M. Guernsey 
Constance Hahn 
Clark]. Hall, Jr. 
T. Hamilton 
Fred Harris 
Nathaniel L. Harris 
Karl E. Hartzell 
Frances S. Hasse 
Roy & Diane Hatch 
William Hauke, Jr. 
Mrs. Norman R. Heald 
Anne Heise 
John H . Hewitt 
Jerome B. Hickson, Jr. 
John P. Higgins 
Bob Hill 
Kenneth L. Hoadley 
Dr. & Mrs . James G. Hoehn 
]. Holzer 
James A. Howarth 
William K. Hoyt 
Mr. & Mrs . Eliot Hubbard, 3rd 
]. Huchra 
David & Valerie Hyde 
JamesH. Ingram 
Robert A. &JohannaJohnson 
Robert D. Johnson 
Casey Jones 
William F. Jones & 

Gwendolyn A. Jones 
Granget & Edna Kammerer 
Ed Kane 
Kevin Keane 
Christopher S. Kelley 
Helen Kennedy 
Ralph A. Kennedy 
Robert M. Kenney 
Mrs. A.H . Kimberly 
Robert E. King 
Paul Kinsley 
Bonnie Klein 
Walter Klein 
Keith Kleinsmith 
Craig]. Klofach 
Gerald Koeppl 
R.C. Kowalski 
Jeffrey Krasner 
Athaleen G. LaHaise 
Paul A Lamoureux 
William Lankow 
Susan D. Lathrop 
John W. Lawyer 
Alfred J. Lemire 
Dorothy R . Lemon 
Margie Leukroth 
Fritz Loewenstein, M.D. 
Francois De Longchamp 
H. R_iilph Maack 

Douglas C. MacPhee 
William C. Maggi 
Ian M. McCunn 
Robert McCutcheon 
Christie E. McLeod 
Dr. & Mrs. P.B. Mead 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond B. Mead 
Lewis D. Mellen 
Robert Mercier 
Mr. & Mrs . William G. Metcalf 
Henry J. Meyer 
A.M. Moody, III 
David S. Moore 
Dorothy R. Moran 
Richard &Joanne Mrstik 
Alexander Murphy 
Thomas E. Murphy 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. Neiman 
Richard Nevillle 
Nancy Newbury-Andresen & 

Donald Andresen 
John W. Nichols 
Mark K. Nichols 
James Nicklas 
Robert O'Conner 
Regina Olsen 
Robert D . O'Malley, M.D. 
Priscilla Page 
David]. Palmer 
Bill & Shirley Paquette 
Robert Paradise 
James R . Park 
Richard Porter 
L. Alan Passmore, Jr. 
Harold N . Patch 
Caron Pierre 
James Pizzagalli 
Alice B. Pomeroy 
Fletcher Potter, III 
Gary Proper 
Brian Rafferty 
Mrs. Evelyn Reddin 
D.P. Reed 
David W. Ricker 
Virginia P. Riggs 
James W . Robb 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Roberts 
Karen Rothman 
Charles L. Royal 

Jim Rucinski 
William L. Russell 
Russell Schrader 
Max Schreiner 
Edward B. Seeley 
Michael Seidman 
Dr. Edward B. Selby, Jr. 
Leo]. Senecal 
Stephen Sewall 
Larry Shapiro 
Robert Shedd 
Thomas H. Simonds 
Gerald M. Simpson 
Mr. & Mrs . Herman T. Skofield 
Lawrence C. Smith, Jr. 
Vahram Sookikian 
Mrs. Anne. F. Spencer 
Russ & Paulette Spicer 
Harold B. Stevens 
Jonathan & Peggy Stevens 
Margaret W. Stubbs 
David Tapscott 
Will Tatem 
Arthur B. Taylor, Jr. 
C.R. Thatcher 
David Tilgner 
B.J. Todd 
David Treglown 
Michael A. Tucchio 
Lee C. Varian 
Robinson Verrill 
Mr. & Mrs . Lee E. Vescelius 
Richard Vincent 
R. Walchenbach 
Thomas Dana Watson, Esq. 
Edward M. Wheeler, M.D. 
Glenn Wheelock 
Christopher & Melinda White 
Joseph M. Whitehead 
William L. Wilson 
Dr. Philip D. Wiede! 
Marc Winston 
Paul Wittreich 
George H . Woodworth 
Nancy B. Woodworth 
Clayton S. Wynn 
James Zeller 
Robert E. Zeller, M.D. 

ROCKIES EXCURSION CANCELLED 

"Apparently a lack of interest in a Club-sponsored major excursion 
beset GMC members this fall. A very disappointing response to the 
annoncement in the November L TN has made such a trip unfeasible 
and forced its cancellation." That's the word from Keith Edson an 
at-large director and chairman of the Club's Excursion Commi~tee, 
which had made preliminary plans for a two-week excursion to the 
U.S. Rockies in July . 

Only five inquiries, representing eight people, were received as of 
Jan. 1. The reasons for this surprisingly low response are puzzling, 
according to Edson , but the primary factor was probably the absence 
of a reservation form in the LTN. That was eliminated in an effort 
to reduce expenses. Of the eight people who expressed interest in 
this excursion, five were GMC'ers who had participated in one or 
both of the Club's previous excursions . The first of those, in 1978, 
was to the Canadian Rockies; the second was the 1979 trip to 
Sctoland and Wales. 

. The possibility of future excursions is n<;>w uncertain. The program 
will probably go before the Board of Directors for review . Section 
members interested in maintaining the major excursions as an 
annual Club activity should contact their respective section's Club 
director or directors. At-large members should contact Edson at 
62 Gentes Road, Essex Junction, VT 05452. 
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Adopt-A-Shelter Update 
Adopt a shelter, anyone? Positive response 

to that question is being sought by Herb 
Reed, director of the GMC's revived Adopt
A-Shelter program. 

The adoption program is, of course, 
the Club's special volunteer program 
under which individual GMC'ers can help in 
a very personal way to maintain the Long 
Trail system for the hikers using it. Shelters 
in particular need regular attention, and 
many of them are just not getting it. Adopt
ers can supplement the efforts of the main 
Club and individual sections by keeping 
close tabs on the condition and cleanliness 
of these shelters. 

The Club's Trails and Shelters Committee 
has basic responsibility for the program and 
Reed is serving as its volunteer administrator. 
He reports further progress on several fronts 
in rebuilding the program. 

A key one is development of a simple yet 
formal agreement to be executed by the 
adopter and the applicable section or main 
Club, depending on which has basic respon
sibility for any particular shelter being 
adopted. The agreement makes clear the 
responsibilities of each party. 

Basically, the adopter checks his or her 
shelter and related facilities (water supply, 
outhouse, etc.) from time to time to clean 
them up and make minor repairs, if needed. 
He or she makes appropriate reports about 
inspections and the need, if any, for major 
repairs or improvements. Those remain the 
applicable section's or main Club's respon
sibility, as would any expenses incurred by 
the adopter for supplies or repair materials. 
How often inspections are needed is pretty 
much left to the individual adopter to de
cide but presumably there would be at least 
three or four of these during the warm 
weather hiking season. 

Another major step which Reed now has 
underway is contacts with all sections to 
determine which of them wish to have one or 
more of its shelters adopted. Reed is also 
determining what other non-section shelters 
are appropriate for adoption (among those 
not to be adopted are shelters which have 
caretakers). 

But Reed has provided a list of shelters 
which so far are definitely up for adoption. 
They are: Mad Tom, Lost Pond, Big 
Branch, Greenwall, Rolston Rest, David 
Logan. Sunrise, Sucker Brook, Emily Proc
tor, Cooley Glen, Battell , and Cowles Cove 
Shelters, Worth Mountain Lodge and Birch 
Glen Camp. 

It should be noted here, of course, that 
several shelters have already been adopted, 
at least informally (the abovementioned 
agreement may not yet have been executed 
in each case). They are: Story Spring, South 
Bourn Pond, North Bourn Pond, Lula Tye, 
Old Job, and Boyce Shelters, and Hazen 
Notch Camp. · 

So GMC'ers who would like to adopt a 
shelter are hereby urged to contact Reed at ... 
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RFD #2, St. Albans, VT 05478, Tel. 802-
524-4863. You may indicate your desire to 
adopt one of the abovementioned shelters 
which are available, or indicate one or more 
alternate shelters which you would like to 
have, if available. 

The program director hopes in the next 
month or two to work out a good match-up 
of adopters and shelters so that a listing can 
be published in the May L TN. Concludes 
Reed with this bright summary of the pro
spective adopter's experience: "What better 
way for enjoyment than to hike a short dis
tance to your 'adopted shelter' in the-moun
tains and relax for the day, sprucing up the 
place and area, making small repairs and 
just studying nature, or possibly staying over
night and visiting with hikers as they tell 
of their experiences and pass along bits of 
information on the 'Long Trail Grapevine'." 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

In my modestly short ten-year involvement 
with the GMC, our financial situation could 
never be described as being more than just 
"adequate" - and in some of those years, 
it wasn't even that. This year, we were headed 
in the same direction, due to reduced guide
book sales and a disappointing return on the 
contract work performed by the Long Trail 
Patrol on the Trail in the Green Mountain 
National Forest. However, two significant 
things have happened this winter to help 
swing us back toward a balance. Our At
Large members responded with enthusiasm 
to an appeal for contributions. And many 
Vermont businesses chose to associate with 
the GMC by becoming Institutional Mem
bers. 

These expressions of financial support are 
much appreciated and are really necessary if 
we are to continue as recognized leaders in 
trail management. Still, I worry that an 
attitude could develop whereby the volunteer 
spirit that has pervaded the Club since its 
founding may degrade to one of "let the paid 
staff do it". The mounting interest in out
door recreation begun in the l 960's and the 
resulting increased pressures on the Club 
from hikers, would-be hikers, ne'r-will-be 
hikers, federal agencies, and state agencies 
as well as the impact on the physical trailway 
itself - these have been and are being met 
by our small dedicated staff on a daily basis. 
But they haven't been working alone. Nor 
could they by themselves guarantee the con
tinued well-being of the Long Trail, even 
with the luxury of adequate financial back
ing. It will continue to be the volunteer trail 
worker, letter-writer, committee member, 
and policy-setter who, through their num
bers and concern for the Club and Trail, 
will spread the tasks to be done and share 
the burdens and rewards of continuing our 
seventy-year tradition. 

I'd like to hear from others who have 
been thinking along these lines. What is your 

impression of the role of the volunteer in 
the Club? What might you suggest to foster 
volunteer strength? 

DOUG JAMES, President 

BOOK REVIEW 

By Jane P. Curtis 

Laura and Guy Waterman, Backwoods 
Ethics: Environmental Concerns for Hikers 
and Campers; foreword by William Turnage, 
Executive Director, The Wilderness Society; 
Stone Wall Press, Boston, Mass.; 1979; 175 
p.; paperbound, $5.95. 

I felt guilty when I read the chapter, 
"Low impact cooking or the nightmare of 
Julia Child." Not that I was trying to emu
late the incomparable Julia. I had made an 
evening campfire on an overnight trip atr 
tempting to impart to an unwilling teen
age niece a little hiking magic. (The fire, 
or something, helped; she now wants to be 
an End-to-Ender.) By building that magic
producing fire hadn't I used the wilderness 
in a way that is not now ethical? 

Laura and Guy Waterman pose the ques
tion, "what backwoods environment do we 
want?" My niece loved looking into the glow
ing campfire coals. But hadn't my act of 
gathering wood left the area a little more 
bare? Camping above treeline without re
strictions is free and exciting, but that free
dom may be at the expense of fragile eco
systems. Heavy lug-soled boots impart a feel
ing of security to the wearers, but their treads 
wreak havoc on trails. It may be cheaper and 
more efficient to supply AMC huts with heli
copters, but the thundering motors destroy 
any sense of tranquility. Noise pollution, 
trench-like trails, scorched-earth campsites 
are the result of too many hikers who may 
eventually love the wilderness to death. 

We still have the old frontier urge to use 
the backwoods as we choose but the Water
mans point out that in the East there is 
no longer any wilderness. The logging com
panies took care of that in the 19th century. 
What we have now is "wildness." And by 
calling it that, the authors force us to face 
a hard fact. If we are to have a wildness 
in the future, we will have to take care of it. 

But how to do it? Will hikers' rights have 
to be restricted? It has already been sug
gested that certain trails be made "one way!" 
Is this the wave of the future? Not neces
sarily, say the Watermans and give some 
practical suggestions. There are laughs, too 
- "peakbaggers" and boastful backpackers 
come in for some gentle ribbing. But the 
prime thrust of the book is laying before us 
hard questions to which we will have to have 
some hard answers. 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
. leaves in place natural relics or oddities 

such as a wasp's nest , strange. tree growth 
or lovely piece of driftwood so that the next 
hiker can enjoy them in situ as you did. 
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VERMONT BUSINESSES 
BECOME GMC MEMBERS 

The Green Mountain Club has attracted 
42 new members of a kind not previously 
part of the Club's membership roster. They 
are various Vermont businesses, industries, 
banks and professional firms who have joined 
as Institutional Members. That's the new 
category of membership established under 
the Club's new bylaws of 1977. Membership 
dues paid by the new members (basically 
$100 with certain exceptions) have so far 
added $4,025 to the GMC treasury; more 
are expected to be heard from. Beyond the 
annual dues, the Club may well benefit in 
other ways as well, through the interest 
generated in our efforts among individuals 
within those businesses. 

The solicitation drive to some 475 Ver
mont businesses was basically conducted by 
Executive Director Steve Rice after guidance 
by the Membership Committee. A key ele
ment of the mailing was a letter signed by 
Sepp Ruschp, chairman of the board of the 

WINTER OUTING ON 

There are still a number of openings 
for participants in the GMC's 1980 Winter 
Outing_ That's the overnight weekend 
trip March 1-2 for those who want to 
learn about winter backpacking and 
camping. 

Organizer and leader-instructor of the 
outing, Donald M. Wallace, reports that 
as of mid-January about a half-dozen per
sons had signed up. With a maximum of 
20 participants that leaves plenty of room 
for more, though the presumed arrival of 
this L TN in late February will mean 
GMC'ers who want to sign up will have 
to act promptly. 

Tentative site for the outing is the LT 
north from Clarendon Gorge (last year's 
was south from the Gorge). Wallace ex
pects to have one or more experienced 
winter campers to assist him so that there 
is a ratio of three participants to each 
leader. 

It is very important that all partici
pants be in good physical condition. In 
addition, prior backpacking experience is 
required and every prospective attendee 
should have a Kelty-style, exterior-frame 
pack, since winter-camping loads are sub
stantially heavier than those in summer. 
It is also expected that all participants 
will have used snowshoes on several trips 
before this outing. 

Registration is limited to 20 people. 
For more information and I or to register 
contact Wallace at Engineering Depart
ment, Norwich University, Northfield, 
VT 05663. There is a registration fee 
of $3 (make checks payable to Donald 
M. Wallace) and in registering each 
participant should also provide a short 
resume of his or her recent backpacking 
and snowshoeing experience. 
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Mt. Mansfield Co., Inc. of Stowe. Rice did 
much telephoning followup and was assisted 
in this by several GMC volunteers, including 
Cliff Thatcher of Rutland, Ellen Reiss of 
East Montpelier, Jim Wilkinson of Barre, Joe 
Frank of Burlington, Joe Cook of Newfane, 
and Roger Davis of West Brattleboro. 

The following is a roster of the charter 
Institutional Memberships received as of Jan. 
12: 
Boise Cascade, Specialty Paperboard 

Division, Brattleboro 
Boots 'n Boards, Stowe 
Burlington Savings Bank, Burlington 
Chittenden Trust Company, Burlington 
Dakin's Vermont Mountain Shop, Burlington 
John L. Dunham, Brattleboro 
Factory Point National Bank, Manchester 

Center 
First Vermont Bank, Brattleboro 
Franklin-Lamoille Bank, St. Albans 
Free Press Foundation, Burlington 
George Little Press, Inc., Burlington 
Granite Savings Bank & Trust Company, 

Barre 
S.T. Griswold & Company, Williston 
Harrington's, Richmond 
Hazelett Strip-Casting Corp., Colchester 
Heb Manufacturing Company, Chelsea 
The Howard Bank, Burlington 
International Coins & Currency, Montpelier 
International Paper Company, Woodstock 
Jard Company, Bennington 
Jay Peak, Jay 
Johnson Woolen Mills, Inc., Johnson 
McMahon Brothers, Inc., Morrisville 
H.A. Manosh Corp., Morrisville 
Metromail, Rutland 
Times-Argus, Barre 
Morrisville Lumber Company, Morrisville 
National Life Insurance, Montpelier 
Northfield Wood Products, Northfield 
Pizzagalli Construction Company, South 

Burlington 
Polymers, Inc., Middlebury 
G.S. Precision, Inc., Wilmington 
Proctor Trust Company, Rutland 
R & E Builders, Inc., Essex Junction 
Richards, Gates, Hoffman, & Clay, 

Brattleboro 
Robertson Paper Company, Bellows Falls 
Steele's Inc., Waterbury 
Stowe Insurance Agency, Inc., Stowe 
Topnotch at Stowe, Stowe 
Vermont Asbestos Group, Inc., Morrisville 
The Vermont Book Shop, Middlebury 
E.B. & A.C. Whiting Company, Burlington 

GMC X-C DAY SET FOR MARCH 16 
(BUT IN PUTNEY, NOT RUTLAND!) 

We expected it to be in "the Rutland area" 
but tain't so. Aside from that relocation, 
arrangements - kindly made by Brattleboro 
Section president Joe Cook - are now com
plete for the winter's second GMC Day for 
cross-country skiers. 

That will take place Sunday, March 16, 
at the Putney School in the town of Putney 
in southeastern Vermont (about 50 miles 
from Rutland!). The private school, which 

will be on vacation, is generously permitting 
GMC'ers to use its upwards of 50 miles of 
cross-country trails. 

To get to the school, turn right on U.S. 
Rt. 5 from Exit 4 on Interstate 91. Proceed 
one-half mile north, then turn left in the 
middle of Putney village onto North Main 
St. After one mile turn left up West Hill. 
The school is the first left after Green Moun
tain Orchard, which is on the right. 

Club participants should meet at the 
school at 10:30 a.m_ (watch for GMC signs). 
Apparently there are no comprehensive trail 
maps but Joe Cook may prepare some 
sketches to hand out, and in any event will 
provide some general description and identi
fy several key trails of varying difficulty. 

A key rule of the school for participants 
is that dogs are prohibited. Also. toilet facili
ties ma.y not be available ac the school be
cause of its closing. And there are no facili
ties at the school for meals but there is the 
Putney Inn and other restaurants in or near 
Putney village. 

Skis for rent and lessons are available at 
the West Hill Shop across the street from the 
Putney Inn, which is just off Exit 4 of 1-91. 
While not considered necessary, participants 
may wish to reserve rentals. The rental day , 
incidentally, begins as of 10 a.m. (hence the 
10:30 a.m. meeting time at the school). Les
sons are given on slopes and trails near the 
shop unless snow is lacking, in which case 
they would be given at the Putney School's 
trails. GMC'ers should expect to pay regular 
fees and charges, i.e. the shop is offering no 
discount. 

For those who need overnight accom
modations contact the Putney Inn for in
formation at Putney, VT 05346, Tel. 802-
387-5517. 

Incidentally, GMC Day participants pre
sumably will include some members of the 
Club's Board of Directors. They are holding 
their regular March meeting the day before 
at the Inn. 

If lack of snow looks like it may cause 
cancellation of the event, prospective partici
pants should contact Cook in Newfane for a 
status report, Tel. 802-365-4087 (home). 

SUMMER JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Applications for Ranger-Naturalist, 
Caretaker, and Long Trail Patrol posi
tions are now being accepted. These jobs 
offer an opportunity to spend the summer 
and fall on the Long Trail while helping 
to maintain and preserve it. All involve 
extended outdoor activity and heavy labor, 
particularly the Long Trail Patrol. 

Applicants should be at least 16 years 
old and in good health_ Previous trail 
construction or maintenance experience is 
certainly helpful but is not a prerequisite. 
Requests for application forms or addi
tional information should be sent to Field 
Supervisor Harry Peet at the Club office 
in Montpelier. 

Application deadline is March 14. 
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