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Annual Meeting: New Sections & New President 
By Robert L. Hagerman, Editor 

Official acceptance of two newly-estab
lished GMC sections was a key - and happy 
- development at the Club's annual mem
bership meeting held May 26 at the Old 
Lantern campground in Charlotte. 

Other significant actions either by the 
Club's membership or Board of Directors at 
their subsequent meeting were adoption of 
an amendment to the Club corporation's 
articles of association and approval of several 
shelter construction and trail relocation proj
ects. A key election was that of Douglas 
James of Westfield, Mass. as the Club's new 
president. 

Registering for the traditional Memorial 
Day weekend meeting were 99 GMC'ers -
unfortunately a significant drop from the 
139 registering for the 1978 annual meet, 
which itself had seen a drop from the pre-

OTTER OUTING - Preparing a little stomach 
ballast for an annual meeting canoe outing on Little 
Otter Creek is Harrison Steyert of the Bread Loaf 
Section. He was at his campsite at the Old Lantern 
campground in Charlotte, site of the annual meet
ing. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 

vious year. Able host for the gathering was 
the Burlington Section. Ralph Gibbs was 
chairman of its committee which made 
arrangements; other committee members 
were Dot Myer, Jan Abbott, Jean Lance and 
Marion Holmes. 

The new sections, which bring the Club's 
total to 15, are the Montreal Section in 
Quebec, Canada, or GMC Section de Mon
treal, Inc. as it is officially registered in the 
French language under present Quebec law. 
The other is the Ottauquechee Section, which 
is based in Woodstock but which draws 
members from several surrounding towns, 
including Springfield. More details about the 
new GMC "chapters" appear in a separate 
story. 

Articles of ~iation Amended 

In their meeting, which ran from about 
9:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. (with a break for 
lunch), GMC members adopted a proposed 
amendment to the Club's articles of asso
ciation. This establishes a procedure for the 
removal from office of a member of the Board 
of Directors, should that need ever arise. 
(Previously no mechanism existed either in 
the articles of association or the Club's by
laws; Vermont corporate law prescribes that 
it be in the former.) Some members were 
dubious of the amendment's need and/ or 
the wording for it proposed by the Board of 
Directors. But after GMC'ers defeated an 
initial motion by Robert Attenborough to 
table action on the proposed amendment, 
they adopted the new article by a vote of 42 
to 14, more than the two-thirds majority re
quired. 

The amendment, which becomes Para -
graph X of the articles of association, reads: 

"Any director whose conduct is deemed 
unbecoming a director of the corporation 
may be removed by a three-quarters majority 
vote of the Board of Directors at any regu
lar or special meeting, provided that such 
action shall not be taken as to a section 
director unless the Board of Directors has 

~first voted by a two-thirds majority to request 

the section to remove the director and the 
section has not done so prior to the next 
meeting of the Board of Directors, and pro
vided further that such action shall be effec
tive as to an at-large director only if the 
aforesaid vote of the Board of Directors is 
taken at two successive meetings of the 
Board of Directors." 

Elections 

In elections, members re-elected Newell 
Briggs, Jr. as the Club's auditor. That's the 
one officer which members choose directly 
under the Club's new bylaws adopted in 
1977. At-large members elected two at-large 

See Meeting, Page 2 

LUNCH WITH A VIEW - Killington Sectioneer 
Ray Catozzi, left, shares lunch-time view of the 
Champlain Valley from the top of Snake Mt. with 
two fellow GMC'ers, Irv Ellenbogen, right, and son 
Mark of the new Montreal Section. Their hike (with 
others) was one of several outings held over the an
nual meeting weekend. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 
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From Meeting, Page 1 
directors for three-year terms expiring in 
1982: Hans Fritsch of Whately, Mass. (re
elected) and Ellen Reiss of East Montpelier, 
who succeeds Ralph E. Bryant of Framing
ham, Mass. 

It might be noted here that at their meet
ing the Board of Directors accepted the resig
nation as of May l of At-Large Director 
Alan St. Peter of Rutland, whose term was 
to expire in 1981. The vacancy was not 
filled because based on the official 1979 at
large membership count, the allocation of 
at-large directors under the bylaws dropped 
from eight to seven. 

The Board of Directors has been reduced 
by two other members, also as a result of 
the 1977 bylaws. These were both section 
representatives, the Killington and Worcester 
Sections now having one director each where 
they had previously had two. 

The Board of Directors subsequently 
elected the following officers to serve for 
the coming year: president, Douglas James, 
who succeeds Joseph E. Frank of Burlington; 
vice president, James E. Wilkinson, Jr. of 
Ban-e, who succeeds James; treasurer, Preston 
J. Bristow, Jr. of Woodstock (re-elected); 
and secretary, Elizabeth Paulsen of Benning
ton, who succeeds Coralie Magoon of Col
chester, interim secretary following the resig
nation last year of Pamela J. Caldwell, for
merly of St. Albans. 

James, a GMC'er since 1968 and Pioneer 
Valley Section member since early 1970, 
served two years as Club vice president and 
chairman of the Budget and Finance Com
mittee before his elevation to the Club's top 
office. He works as a transmission planning 
engineer for the New England Power Pool. 
He and his wife, Barbara, have two sons, 
Tyson, 7, and Seth, 4. 

Frank Is Honored 

Outgoing president Joe Frank received tri
bute for his two years of service in the of
fice, first with a spontaneous standing round 
of applause and then in the form of two 
presents . One was a T -shirt emblazoned with 
the GMC logo and the following bit of verse: 
"Thanks to thee / The G.M .C. I ls 50l(c)(3!"' 

Page2 

That was a wry reference to Frank's major 
role in obtaining fully tax-exempt status for 
the Club with the Internal Revenue Service, 
notice of which appeared in the last L TN 
(and see separate story in this issue for addi
tional details). The other was a Swiss Army 
Officers' knife engraved with the following 
message: "To Joe Frank - In appreciation 
for his two years of exceptional service as 
president of The Green Mountain Club, 
1977-1979." 

Trails and Shelters Projects Approved 

In other action Club directors approved 
the following trail and shelter projects: 

- Replacement of the traditional pit privy 
at Sterling Pond Shelter with a bin com
poster I outhouse arrangement. 

- Construction of a new Gorham Lodge 
on Camel's Hump on a site about one mile 
north of the present shelter on the Long Trail 
and about .2 mile off the Trail proper. 
The present lodge has severe structural prob
lems which are believed impractical to cor
rect, and the site suffers from erosion. The 
New York Section will help fund the project 
but plans are currently incomplete for a 
construction timetable and who will do the 
work. 

- Relocation of . 3 to .4 mile of Long 
Trail south of Vermont Rt. 118 in Eden to 
avoid, at the property-owner's request, an 
area the Trail now crosses where some beef 
cattle are to be pastured. 

Directors also approved "in principle" the 
relocation of a stretch of LT on the north 
side of Rt. 118 through an area where re
cent logging activity badly damaged the 
existing trail; details of this relocation remain 
to be worked out. The Board also approved 

plans for construction of a new Stratton View 
Shelter at a site on higher ground approxi
mately 100 yards farther from the Stratton 
Pond shoreline. It was to replace the badly 

60-YEAR MEMBER HONORED 

GMC'ers at their annual meeting gave 
special recognition to one of the Club's 
long-time members - maybe the long
est! He's 73-year-old John E. Paulson of 
Bennington, who joined the Bennington 
Section in 1919 and has been with it ever 
since. And as for life membership mileage, 
Paulson is doing pretty well - he took 
that out in 19221 

deteriorated and poorly-sited present shel
ter. The project has, however, now been put 
aside pending resolution of developments 
concerning the property's ownership. Mean
while, the Worcester Section, which was to 
have built the new shelter, will work instead 
on major repairs to Bigelow Shelter. 

Other Actions And Other Doin's 

The Board also took action on the follow
ing future Club events: 

- Winter Outing - Approved the holding 
of a 1980 Wimer Outing under management 
and leadership of Donald M. Wallace. The 
event provides GMC'ers an opportunity for 
training and experience in wmter camping 
and backpacking. Approval came following 
some discussion of the 1979 Winter Outing 
led by Wallace, notably the question of the 
drop from the 40-plus persons who signed up 
for the event to the eight who actually 
participated. 

Intersectional Authorized President 

THE EASY LIFE - Taking their morning ease before the annual meeting Sunday activities began were 
members of these two GMC families with their campers: in foreground, Carol Williams Hayes, son, Len·n, 
and their dog, Toby, of the Pioneer Valley Section, and, in background, Worcester Sectioneers Norman 
and Arline Rayner. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 
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James to determine the availability of a host 
for this event next year. 

- Autumn Outing - Tabled a decision on 
the future of this event until after the 1979 
Autumn Outing, which will be held Sept. 
21-23 (and see notice elsewhere about this). 

While GMC directors did more meeting 
than members, both also made use of the 
weekend for various recreational and social 
pursuits. A highlight was the Saturday night 
buffet banquet at the Old Lantern: That ~as 
followed by the presentation of an mterestmg 
and colorful slide show on Alaska by Robert 
McEwing of Essex Junction, who lived sev~ral 
years in the 49th state. Just over 100 GMC ers 
and guests attended the affair. 

A variety of outings in~lude~ a f~rryboat 
ride across Lake Champlam to histonc Essex, 
N.Y., a day-long tour of nearby Shelburne 
Museum, and a number of day-hikes and 
canoe trips. While some rain occurred, the 
weather was generally dry and pleasant for 
the weekend event. 

BURT FORESTS PROJECT: CLOSE 
BUT DONATIONS STILL NEEDED 

While The Nature Conservancy's purchase 
of the so-called Burt Forests lands in northern 
Vermont was a Jait accompli some time ago, 
two other key elements, both financial, re
mained before the project could be success
fully concluded. Major progress on both can 
now be reported. . 

To review, the Conservancy m late 1977 
purchased from Burt Forests, Inc. of Stowe 
some 10, 000 acres of wild mountain and 
forest land in the Stowe area (see May, 1978 
LTN for details). (The GMC has had a 
special interest in the. p~oject beca~se over 
five miles of Long Trail he on lands mvolved 
in the transaction.) Using State monies and 
Federal matching funds, the State of Ver
mont was to purchase the several separate 
tracts from the Conservancy and add them 
to the existing State-owned Mt. Mansfield 
and Putnam State Forests and Camel's Hump 
State Park. A vital step in that direction was 
the Vermont Legislature's appropriation 
earlier this year of $425,000 for that specific 
purpose. Tl1.e actual conveyance to the State 
is now scheduled for early fall. 

On another front, however, $400,000 in 
private funds is needed to complete the fi
nancial package. Since December, 1977 the 
Conservancy has had a special fund-raising 
project underway led by Johannes Von Trapp 
of Stowe. All but $22,500 has now been 
raised. That's still a fair amount of bucks 
and to help the Conservancy in its final 
fund-raising push thi~ summer, GMC'ers 
who wish to reduce 1t to zero may send 
donations to the Conservancy's Eastern Re
gional Office at 294 Washington St., Boston, 
MA 02108. Checks should be made payable 
to The Nature Conservancy and marked 
"Burt Forest Fund." Contributions are tax 
deductible. 

August, 1979 

BESTEST, MOSTEST, COLDEST 
A feature of the Club's 1979 annual 

meeting was the presentation of a new 
round of awards to various sections for 
their special accomplishments over the 
past year. The program was inaugurated 
in 1978 by then-president Joe Frank to 
recognize those achievements i~ some 
appropriate way - and have a httle fun 
at the same time. Like last year, Frank 
and his fellow judges, Vice President 
Doug James and LTN Editor Bob 
Hagerman, took liberal liberties in. select
ing winners in the award categones an
nounced in the February and May L TN's, 
including the creation of certain addi
tional categories. The awar~: 

Most Outstanding Educat10nal Ser
vice Worcester Section for its "Intro
duc~ion to Wilderness Activities" out
reach program for urban children, Fall, 
1978· Most Unusual Outing, to Worcester 
Secti~n for its "walking on water" bog 
hike june 4-, 1978; .Coldes~ Wi?t.er Out
ing, Burlington s.ecaon fo~ Its fngtd week
end outing at Adirondack Lodge, Feb. 10-
11, 1979; Best Shelter Imp~ovement. -
Renovation, Brattleboro Section for. its 
new shingle-siding and other renovation 
of Bromley Camp, May, 1978; Bes~ Shelter 
Improvement -. New . Construct10~, to 
Burlington Section for its construction of 
the new Taylor Lodge, 1978. 

Also, Best Outing Meal, St. Albans 
Section for another Alan-and-Gretchen
Mead canoe trip banquet, August, 1978 
(the menu: cheese and. cr~ckers, fr~sh 
fruit salad, onion soup, s1rlom steak with 
onions and mushrooms, home-fried po
tatoes, roast com on the cob, and apple 
cobbler)· Funniest Work Outing, joint 
award t~ Sterling and Montpelier S_ec
tions for their coincidental paint-blazmg 
which ended practically on opposite sides 
of the same tree; Largest Membership 
Increase, Pioneer Valley Section for its 
25 additional members representing a 
303 increase in 1979 over 1978 mem
bership; Most Innovative Fund-Raising, 
Montpelier Section for its successful a~c
tion, June 24, 1978; Most Outstandmg 
Service to the Main Club, Burlington Sec
tion for hosting the GMC's 1979 annual 
meeting; Outstanding Outhouse Improve
ment, Connecticut Section for its con
struction of 'John Sarubbi's John" at 
Caughnawaga Shelter, May, 1978. 

And finally, Most Productive Work 
Outing, Sterling Section for its weekend 
re-roofing of Whiteface Shelter; a key 
factor in this award was the humorous 
poem describing the carry-in of construc
tion materials which was written by Andy 
Dahl, one of a group of Montreal youths 
who helped in the effort. A sample stanza: 
Andy Dahl, that's me, you migl.1t re.cognize, 
But after this trip. I'll have to d1sgu1se. 
You won't know me because I'll stand two feet 

tall: 
One more load and I wouldn't be here at all. 

WORCESTER SECTION 
A Strawberry and Ice Cream Hike 

On June 5, Bill Muszynski led 13 people 
on a "strawberry and ice cream" hike in 
Spencer, Mass. The group started from the 
Moose Hill Conservation Area, immediately 
climbing 1100-foot Moose Hill. The top of 
this gras.ry dome was cove.re~ with wild stra:-v
berries, and everyone enjoyed a surpnse 
feast. The day was too hazy for the customary 
views of Mount Tom to the west and Mount 
Wachusett to the northeast, but Sugden 
Reservoir spark.led in the sunlight. 

The hike was a four-miler, going north 
along the Midstate Trail. Part of the way 
was through the Buck Hill Conservation 
Area where a side trip was made to the 
Stream Ecology Trail, a nature presentation 
of models and explanations depicting the life 
of and in a typical New England stream. 
After passing through the grounds of a 4-H 
camp, the group made a welcomed stop at 
their destination: the Black-and-White Res
taurant on Route 9; ice cream never tasted 
so good before! 

BILL HAITH, Reporter 

MOVING? 

If so, be sure to notify the Club of your 
new address so you won't miss any L TN's 
(and it will save the Club the postal ex· 
pense of returned issues when they go to 
your old address). Members-at-large 
should send changes to the Club's Mont
pelier office while s~ction ~embers sho~d 
notify their respecuve section secretanes, 
who will in tum notify the Club office. 

STERLING SECTION 

At this writing [in early May] the Ster
ling Section counts 45 membe~ (40 adults 
and five juniors), a slight declme from the 
past year. 

Our Outings Committee, headed by Bob 
Lindemann, has worked on adding some 
zest to our 1979 outings schedule for the 
summer and fall. In the past we have not 
ventured much beyond our immediate area 
and have had no overnight trips for some 
years. Now an overnight weekend hike over 
Jay Peak is in the current schedule. Another 
zesty outing will be one in Au~st t~ replace 
the porcupine-pestered plum?mg (1.e. o_ut
house) at French Camp. This work outmg 
will be combined with a family picnic. 

Much trail blaze renewal was accomplished 
last year on our stretch of LT and adjoin
ing trails. Enough of the marks had faded 
to the point where going astray was a real 
possibility. . 

Our annual meeting in January was high
lighted by a presentation of the GMC's new 
audio-visual production, "Mt. Mansfield -
Capstone of Vermont." 

KENT GLADSTONE-STROBEL, President 
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Wind Turbines On The Green Mts.: What Impact? 
By Stephen K. Rice 
Executive Director 

EDITOR'S NOTE - Today, Vermont's 
forests and mountains are facing a new pres
sure: as a source of energy. With dollar-per· 
gallon ga.s, firewood sellfri.g for 1125 per 
cord in southern New Hampshire, and still 
no indicati'on that the U.S. is reducing its 
dependence on foreign oil, Vermont s natural 
resources of wind, wood, water, and min:erals 
(in the f Ol/"Tn of uranium) are being studz'ed 
by a growing number of people as ways to 
supplement the States energy supply. Of 
these four resources, wind and wood present
ly show the most promise. Whi'le there is 
al.so keen interest in solar energy, liarnessing 
this alternative will have comparatively lz'ttle 
impact on Vermonts forests and mountains. 

In this column Steve Rice explores from a 
GMC perspective some of the facts and i'm
plz'cations of harnessing Vermont's wind re
source. In a future L TN he will discuss 
some of the impacts that Vermont's growing 
reliance on wood energy may have on the 
Long Trail system and the Green Mountains 
generally. 

For most people, until very recently, the 
concept of "wind energy" conjured up images 
of Dutch windmills, water pumps on Mid
western farms ,. or perhaps, even that which 
is generated by Congress! In the past several 
years, however, the concept has taken on 
new meaning. 

Marked progress has been made in the 
United States toward development of Wind 
Energy Conversion Systems, or "WECS". 
Some WECS are taking the form of large 
scale wind turbines with blades that range 
from 100 to 300 feet in diameter, depending 
on the model. In a 20-mile-per-hour wind, a 
wind turbine with 200-foot blades is capable 
of generating two megilwatts of electricity. 

So what do large wind turbines have to 
do with the Long Trail? The answer is "plen
ty" . According to Dr. Gerald Koeppl, presi· 
dent of the New England Wind Energy Con
version Services and former University of 
Vermont chemistry professor, Vermont's 
Green Mountains offer some of the best sites 
in the country for wind turbines. In fact, 
Koeppl estimates that an array of 32 tur
bines with 200-foot blades, spaced at 1000-
foot intervals along the Lincoln Ridge (the 
Long Trail .follows the crest of that ridge 
from Lincoln Gap to Appalachian Gap) could 
supply 63 of Vermont's 1977 requirement 
for electrical energy. Over time, Koeppl en
visions 100 large wind turbines located strate
gically in the Green Mountains that would 
supply approximately 153 of the State's 
energy needs. 

Far-fetched, you say? On the contrary. 
Although some may wish to dispute Koeppl's 
figures, what can't be denied is the burgeon
ing interest in wind energy, both in and out
side Vermont. For example, consider the 
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following: 
- The U.S. Department of Energy is fund

ing a variety of wind turbine projects through
out the country, and at least two Vermont 
utilities may submit proposals this summer 
for installing large experimental wind tur
bines. 

- Now at work evaluating Vermont's 
wind-power potential is the Ad Hoc Wind 
Energy Advisory Committee established by 
the Vermont State Energy Office. Among 
other things the Committee has had wind
measuring equipment installed on Okemo 
Mt., Lincoln Mt. and a comparatively low 
ridgecrest near St. Albans. 

- The Morrisville Water and Light De
partment has begun a year-long wind-moni 
toring study on Elmore Mt. , northernmost 
peak in the Worcester Range. Meanwhile, 
the Green Mountain Power Corp. , another 
public utility, will use data from both the 
Wind Energy Committee study and the El
more Mt. study to evaluate the economic 
feasibility of large wind turbines. 

- Finally, more than 100 people attended 
a conference on wind energy sponsored this 
past May by Johnson State College. The 
audience beard Vermont Senator Patrick 
Leahy describe himself in introductory re
marks as a "constant supporter" of wind 
energy legislation. Representatives of Ver
mont Senator Robert Stafford and U.S. 
Representative James Jeffords were also on 
hand to support the purposes of the Con
ference and the further study of wind energy. 
Congressman Jeffords, by the way, is a spon
sor of wind energy legislation in the U.S. 
House. 

Clearly then, the prospect of wind energy 
application in Vermont is more than just a 
lot of hot air. And because the Long Trail 
crosses what wind-energy proponents feel are 
the best sites in Vermont for locating large 
wind turbines, the Club has a vital interest 
in where, what kind, and how many wind 
turbines are eventually constructed. 

Very briefly, what are some of the potential 
impacts of large wind turbines that are of 
concern to the GMC? 

The most obvious impact is a visual one. 
A 250-foot-tall wind turbine located on a 
high ridge or summit will be highly visible. 
On one hand, the visual effect could be posi
tive, i.e., as a dramatic reminder that power 
doesn't flow from electrical outlets in endless 
supply, but must be generated and con
served. But on the other hand, depending 
on where, what kind, and how many wind 
turbines are positioned, the effect may be to 
substantially mar the scenic quality of the 
mountains which Vermont tourists, residents, 
and the 100,000-plus hikers who travel vari
ous parts of the Long Trail each year value 
highly. 

Another concern is the physical impacts 
of installing large wind turbines in remote 
areas. The helicopter has yet to be built 
that can airlift a large wind turbine to a re-

mote peak. Instead, costly roads must be 
built. So must transmission lines. The com
bined effect could be to "dissect" the forest, 
which would detract from the wilderness 
character of the landscape. In addition, roads 
and power lines could alter long-established 
use patterns by providing access to previously 
remote regions. 

Recognizing these effects, wind energy 
proponents have suggested that ski areas be 
considered as initial sites for large wind tur
bines, since roads already exist and man's 
physical presence in the form of ski lifts, 
buildings, and communication equipment is 
already well-established. 

There are many other issues and concerns 
that must be carefully weighed. Would noise 
be a problem? Can large wind turbines be 
built to withstand severe winter storms and 
hurricane-force winds? Certainly, the tech
nology must be proven before the State makes 
a large-scale commitment to wind energy. 
Obsolete or uneconomical installations could 
be hauled back down a mountain in rela
tively short order. But it would take many 
years for nature to "reclaim" roads and 
cleared areas on Vermont's high peaks. 

The GMC Board of Directors have taken 
no official position on the prospect of large 
wind turbines in the Green Mountains, al
though at a recent meeting it did decline to 
assist wind energy proponents in researching 
prime wind turbine sites (the Directors' think
ing was that we have our hands full at the 

WIND TURBINE - Here is an artist's conception 
of a large wind turbine such as might be built on 
Lincoln Ridge. As a measure of scale for the 250-
foot-tall structure, those little marks at its base are 
people! 
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moment in looking after the Long Trail 
system). Rather than take sides at this very 
early stage based on insufficient information, 
the Club will continue a constructive, open
minded role. By involving itself at the out· 
set, the Club can encourage sound, respon
sible planning, rather than merely react to 

wind energy proposals at the last minute, 
when it is often too late to exert conslTUC· 
tive influence. 

bne thing seems clear: The development 
of alternative sources of energy must pro· 
ceed in light df dwindling world oil reserves, 
and steadily increasing demand for them. 
This course of action is bound to involve 
some compromises on everyone's part, in
cluding the Green Mountain Club's. In the 
case of wind energy, the challenge will be to 
locate large wind turbines, should they prove 
feasible, in those "wind-rich" sites that pose 
the least number of detrimental physical and 
aesthetic impacts on the Green Mountains. 

On an irregular basis, future issues of the 
Long Traz'l News will report on wind energy 
developments as they affect the Long Trail 
and the interests of the GMC. In the mean
time, should you desire more information or 
wish to relay concerns you may have, I would 
enjoy hearing from you. 

OFFICERS, STAFF & DIRECTORS 

Officers 

President: Douglas James, 936 Granville 
Rd., Westfield, MA 01085 

Vice President: James E. Wilkinson, Jr., 
125 Tremont St., Barre, VT 05641 

Treasurer: Preston J. Bristow, Jr., 75 
Central St., Woodstock, VT 05091 

Secretary: Betsy Paulsen, 319 Weeks St., 
Bennington, VT 05201 

Auditor: Newell A. Briggs, 8 West Hill
crest Rd., Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Staff 

Executive Director: Stephen K. Rice 
Field Supervisor: Harry T. Peet, Jr. 
Administrative Assistant: Cynthia Z. 

Hartnett 
Administrative Secretary: appointment 

pending 
Office Clerk: Marie Paton 

Directors 

Meetings of the Club's Board of Directors 
have been scheduled for Oct. 13 in Stowe, 
and Jan. 12 and March 15, 1980 (locations 
to be determined). Club members are wel
come to attend any of these meetings. 

To May, 1980 
Sally S. Spear, RFD #4, Colchester, VT 

05446 (Burlington) 
Charles Bezio, 125 West Main St., New

port, VT 05855 (Jay) 
Raymond Catozzi, 103 Bellevue Ave., 

Rutland, VT 05701 (Killington) 

August, 1979 

F. John Romeo, 39 Wyoming St., Com
mack, NY 11725 (New York) 

Jane P. Curtis, Hartland, VT 05048 (Ot
tauquechee)* 

Robert L. Hagerman, Box 671, Morris
ville, VT 05661 (Sterling) 

Lester Vielle, Box 29, South Oxford Rd., 
West Millbury, MA 01586 (Worcester) 

Joseph Sposta, U.S. Forest Service, Rut
land, VT 05701 

Sarah A. Gannett, Pleasant Valley Rd., 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 (At Large) 

Arthur F. Heitmann, Three Springs Fann, 
RFD #2, Montpelier, VT 05602 (At Large) 

Clifford R. Thatcher, RFD #l, Rutland, 
VT 05701 (At Large) 

To May, 1981 
Thom Bailey, 212 Union St., Bennington, 

VT 05201 (Bennington) 
Roger Davis, RFD #2, West Brattleboro, 

VT 05301 (Brattleboro) 
Gardiner Lane, Bolton Valley, Richmond, 

VT 05477 (Burlington) 
Herbert van Winkelen, 1864 Poquonock 

Ave., Poquonock, CT 06064 (Connecticut) 
Donald M. Wallace, Mechanical En

gineering Dept., Norwich University, North
field, VT 05663 (New York) 

John F. Kirby, 700 Franklin Turnpike, 
Allendale, NJ 07401 (New York) 

Fred Perry, Jr., River Road - Rt. 19, North 
Adams, MA 01247 {Pioneer Valley) 

Victor W. Henningsen, Ill, Phillips Aca
demy, Andover, MA 01810 (At Large) 

Laurence Van Meter, Vershire Center, 
VT 05079 (At Large) 

To May, 1982 
Tunis Williamson, RFD #1 · Box 192, 

New Haven, VT 05472 (Bread Loaf) 
Coralie Magoon, Colchester, VT 05446 

(Burlington) 
Andrew Nuquist, 29 Bailey Ave., Mont

pelier, VT 05602 (Montpelier) 
Robert J. Grenier, 350 Prince Arthur St., 

W. · Apt. 323, Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
H2X 3R4 (Montreal) 

Harvey W. Sarven, 216 11th St., Surf 
City, NJ 08008 (New York) 

Willard Blaisdell, St. Albans St., Enos
burg Falls, VT 05450 (St. Albans) 

Representative of Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation succeeding 
James E. Wilkinson, Jr., appointment pend
ing. 

Ellen Reiss, RFD #1, Montpelier, VT 
05651 (At Large) 

Hans Fritsch, Box 61, Whately, MA 01093 
(At Large) 

*Curtis's election as Ottauquechee's repre
sentative is an interim one pending the new 
section's adoption of bylaws and new elec
tions of its officers under those. 

STA¥F ADDITION AND CHANGES 

The GMC's office staff has undergone 
several changes in recent months. 

Resigning in early June as administrative 

assistant was Jon Vara, who served about a 
year in the post. He is going on to other 
ventures including some freelance writing. 
Executive Director Steve Rice praised Vara 
for his "many extra hours of work and his 
many good suggestions for office improve
ments." 

Selected as Vara's successor and now on 
the job is Cynthia Z. Hartnett of Mont
pelier. A 1970 graduate of Lake Forest Col
lege in Illinois, she held major editorial re
sponsibilities with two large publishing firms 
before coming from the Boston area to Ver
mont last year as a freelance editor. 

Also initially joining the GMC staff in the 
newly-established position of administrative 
secretary was Elizabeth H. Duquette of West 
Topsham. But a serious injury (not on the 
job) unfortunately led to her early termi
nation. She was working for the Club under 
the federal Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act program. The CETA ad
ministration is committed to the GMC a full 
year to filling her position but at press time 
selection of Duquette's successor was still 
pending. The Club, it might be noted here, 
has a shorter-term CET A employe, office 
clerk Marie Paton. 
- With the longer-term extra hand Rice 
plans to shift some of the administrative 
assistant's more routine clerical and book
keeping tasks to the administrative secretary. 
That will free Hartnett to take over addi
tional substantive responsibilities which Rice 
himself has been handling in his considerable 
workload. 

And to complete the present full-time 
staff roster, Rice's other key assistant is Harry 
T. Peet, Jr., now in his second year as the 
Club's field supervisor. 

BURLINGTON SECTION 
Work on LT Re-route Begins 

After about four years of planning, the 
actual work on the relocation of the Bolton 
section of the Long Trail has begun. Our 
trail work hikes on June 9-10 saw us clipping, 
sawing, and chopping our way through the 
bushes along a previously flagged route. On 
Saturday, 11 people, led by Gordon Moore, 
hiked to near the summit of Bolton Mountain 
and began working their way back toward 
Duck Brook on the relocation. Five people, 
led by Rick Rice, continued the work on 
Sunday. We cleared approximately one mile 
of the eight that may have to be done. (There 
is still some question as to just how much 
will have to be done on the lower end.) 

The Saturday workers enjoyed a delicious 
chili supper prepared by Betsy Schneider and 
Elizabeth Thompson. 

With seven miles to go, plus heavier work 
that will come later, we're planning most of 
our trail work this summer to be on this 
location. There is work for everyone, most of 
it fairly light clipping. The pace is slow but 
there's always fun along with the work. 

DOT MYER, President 
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Ottauquechee And Montreal Join GMC Section Ranks 
By Bob Grenier 

GMC Director, Montreal Section 

On May 26, 1979, at the Annual Meeting of the GMC, the diverse 
efforts of several individuals bore fruit as Montreal was granted 
section status. The idea of a section in Montreal is not recent. 
In the early seventies, Perry Tooker, a Montrealer and at-large 
director of the Club, had mustered interest among a small nucleus 
of members in the area, bur apparently both Montrealers and 
members of the executive lacked Perry's justified enthusiasm for 
the project. Thus, it is fitting that the success of this latest attempt 
should have had its germination with Mr. Tooker. 

The Vermont Information Center in Montreal does the State 
proud, providing a broad spectrum of tourism services. Perry Tooker 
had simply left word with the staff that anyone wishing to fonn a 
Montreal section should get in touch with him. I called him and 
agreed to meet for lunch; that was in early 1978, and I can still 
recall the contagious enthusiasm he exuded. 

Shortly thereafter, I contacted GMC President Joe Frank and 
Executive Director Steve Rice and they agreed to forward the list 
of Canadian membership. In the summer, Suzanne Par~ and I 
presented a geographical analysis of the list, when we met with 
Joe and Cathy Frank and Steve and Carolyn Rice at the Franks' 
Jcjnd invitation. At that point, we also discussed the next steps to 
be taken; Joe and Steve provided abundant encouragement and were 
soon to back it up with cooperation. 

The upshot was a bilingual (French and English) questionnaire 
in late 1978 to the more than 100 GMC members in the Greater 
Montreal area. Of the 65 who responded, all but five were favorable 
toward the formation of a Montreal Section. We met in early 1979 
with Steve and Carolyn to peruse the questionnaires and Steve con
veyed the executive's keen interest. 

Steve traveled to Montreal for a meeting in mid-April, attended 
by 55 people. A steering committee, headed by Perry Tooker, was 
assigned the task of presenting a slate of officers and provisional 
by-laws. This mandate was discharged at a meeting one month 
later with Joe Frank and Steve in attendance, along with some 30 
others. It was decided to incorporate as a non-profit organization 
with the legal designation: GMC Section de Montreal. 

Officers elected at the meeting, all Montrealers, were: president, 
Perry Tooker; vice president, Francois Richard; secretary, Jim 
Howard; treasurer, Calvin Confer; and myself as the Section's 
representative on the main Club's Board of Directors. 

Since that meeting, our membership chairman, Irv Ellenbogen, 
has canvassed current and potential members; the present nucleus 
stands at more than 90 persons. The Section will be responsible 
for the portion of the LT between Vermont Rts. 118 and 58, 
and we have already begun trail maintenance. On the eve of the 
GMC Annual Meeting, a feature article on the Club and the 
Montreal Section, based on an interview with Steve Rice, appeared 
in The Montreal Star and a similar public relations effort is planned 
with the French press. 

It was decided that French and English would be used at Section 
meetings, the choice being left to the speaker. Further, rhe Section 
will closely monitor the development of Quebec's trail network. 
Indeed, one of the standing committees, headed by Andre Bougie, 
will be responsible specifically for liaison with Sentiers Quebec, the 
provincial trafl ·management organization. Th possibility of extend
ing the Long Trail into Canada is far from remote; there is al.ready 
a partially-completed trail system in Quebec's Eastern Townships, 
and the dream of (inJcjng the two could be realized in the near 
future. 

The Montreal Section is believed to be the first foreign chapter 
of a United States hiking organization. At this writing in mid-June, 
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By Robert L. Hagerman, Editor 

Among its special qualities the new Montreal Section is notable 
for apparently makjng the GMC the first United States hiJcjng club 
to have a foreign chapter (see adjoining story) . The new Ottauquechee 
Section also is providing a significant hlstorical precedent - locally, 
if not internationally. It is the Club's first seccion to be responsible 
for a principal trail whlch is not pare of the Long Trail system 
itself (some existing sections do maintain certain other trails in addi
tion to their main LT responsibility). 

That non-LT trail is part of the Appalachian Trail to the east 
of the Long Trail. The "O" Section (as members have promptly 
abbreviated themselves) is now responsible for maintaining the 18-
mile stretch of AT from the LT junction in Mendon eas to Vermont 
Rt. 12 (the Barnard Gulf Road). 

For some years the GMC has officially been responsible for upkeep 
of this stretch of Appalachian Trail, and actually checJcjng, inspect
ing, brushing and blazing the Trail for much of that time have 
been three hardy individual GMC'ers, Mauri Winturri, Paul Magoon 
and Madeline Fleming. 

But change is in prospect for the AT generally and for thls 
stretch in particular. A number of relocations are expected as a 
result of the Federal program now underway of public acquisition 
of a trail corridor for the full length of the 2,000-mile long National 
Scenic Trail. For GMC Executive Director Steve Rice, construction 
of those relocations and their subsequent maintenance pointed to 
the need of a new Club section. He broached the idea with GMC'er 
Preston J. Bristow, Jr. of Woodstock, the Club's former administra
tive assistant who is now directly involved in carrying out the AT 
corridor acquisition program in Vermont (see his status report else
where in this issue) . Bristow responded by becoming a principal 
mover in the new section's formation. 

The trio of maintainers - Wimurri, Magoon and Fleming -
were contacted early on and gave their support to the idea. Other 
key helpers in the formative stages were Marilyn Moses of Wilder 
and Roger Sternberg of Chelsea. Preliminary meetings and publicity 
followed , including a nice boost by the Dartmouth Outing Club. 
whlch in one of its publications informed DOC alumni how they 
could join the prospective new GMC section. Rice- and the main 
Club's office staff were meanwhile providing important support. 

A Jcjck-off meeting was to have been held April 9 but a surprise 
ten inches of new snow spoiled that . However , another meeting 
followed on May 8 and the Ottauquechee Section was successfully 
established. 

Members, who are generally residents of Woodstock and various 
area towns including sort-of-faraway Springfield, numbered 39 as of 
May 30. Charter president of the section is Atty. Thomas Debevois , 
III of Woodstock and among other officers is the very appropriate 
one of Paul Magoon as trails and shelters chairman. 

The Section has already: (1) published the first issue of its news
letter, "Ottauquecbee Footnotes" (the masthead illustration is of two 
booted feet), and (2) organized a summer outings schedule. ''O'' 
Section members didn't have to wait long for an opportunity to 
familiarize themselves with the stretch of AT they will be tiling 
care of: the first two outings were inspection hikes over that stretch 
of trail. 

we are on the ev of an outings schedule and our third meeting; 
we shall also likely participate in outings with our close neighbors 
in the St. Albans and Jay Sections. Although pleased with the results 
to date, we realize that the next few months will require a synergy 
of organizational talents. Yet, as I watched Perry Tooker touching 
up blazes on the LT south' of Tillotson Camp. I realized we'd al· 
ready covered considerable ground. 
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GMC Autunin Outing Is Sept. 21-23 

The Green Mountain Club will hold its second Autumn Outing for 
members at Mountain Meadows Campground in Lincoln , Vt . on Friday· 
Sunday, Sept. 21 -23. Thfa campground is localed in a picturesque setting 
on the wesl side of Lincoln Mountain about midway between the Jerusalem 
and Battell Trails. The season normaJJy closes Labor Day, but Lum and 
Marylin Melendy, the owners, have again agreed ro reopen one weekend for 
the exclusive use of the GMC. 

WE'RE EASY TO GET TO: 

Mosl of rhe 49 spacious campsites offer a spectacular view of Lincoln 
Mountain. Each has electricity, a fireplace, picnic table and running water. 
Modem Lavatories with hot showers are nearby and a dumping station for 
camper units is available. A beautiful brook babbles along the back of the 
campground, and there is a pond for swimming (?I) and fishing, a recreation 
hall, and playground facilities for children. 

The event's co-chairmen, Joe and Cathy Frank, have announced that 
attendance will be by reservation only. So complete the form below and 
return it to Club headquarters by Sept. 7. Upon arriva l Sept. 21 or 22, 
each holder of a reservation will be assigned the campsite of his or her 
choice from those not yet assigned. There are modest charges for the hot 
showers (bring quarters!) and for firewood. No pets wz'll be allowed. To 
simp_lify arrangements, ther will be no catered meals. Grocery stores are 
within three miles. For further information contact the Franks by mail at 
31 Bilodeau Parkway, Burlington, VT 05401 or by telephone 7 to 9 p .. m. 
at 802-372-4648. 

Participants may arrive as early as noon Friday and remain through 
Sunday afternoon. IMPORTANT: Those arriving Friday are strongly urged 
to do so by 11 p .m ., when the camp gace will be loCked for security. 
For those arriving no more than an hour after that time, some one will 
be on duty to reopen the gate. Indicate your expected time of arrival on 
the reservation form , if that is your case. And if an unexpected delay en 
route will result in a post-11 p.m. arrival, call 802-453-3982 before that hour. 

Foliage should be at or near the height of fall color. A variety of hikes 
will be led by xperienced members on Saturday and Sunday. A Saturday 
evening program will probably include a report and color slides about the 
Club's Scotland-Wales Expedition and a showing of the Club's new slide 
show, "Mt. Mansfield - Capstone of Vermont." So the second Autumn 
Outiog has a!J the makings of another fine get·togecher for GMC'ers. Come 
on out and join the fun. 

1979 AUTUMN OUTING RESERVATION FORM 

TO: Green Mountain Club, P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 0.5602 

Please reserve a campsite for: 

adults (16 and up) for ~ nights @$1.50 per person per night 

children (6 to 16) for ~ nights @$1.00 per person per night 

tots (0 to 6) for ~nights @no charge 

$ ___ _ 

$ ___ _ 

TOTAL (with payment enclosed; make checks payable to The Green Mountain Club) $ -----
RESERVATION DEADLINE IS SEPT. 71 Name 

Address 
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Ben Nevis & Old Peculiar 
For Scotland-Wales Tourers 

The GMC's second annual far-from-Ver
mont excursion has been successfully com -
pleted. This one was to England, Wales and 
Scotland and while it, like the Canadian 
Rockies expedition last year, had plenty of 
hiking and camping, it also included more 
classic sightseeing of such things as churches, 
castles and, in rrus case, a fair number of 
pubs! 

Eleven GMC'ers participated in the trip, 
which ran June 17-28. Tne group met m 
Essex Junction at the home of Keith Edson, 
chairman of the Club's Excursions Com
mittee, which arranged for the transporta
tion and an outfitter and guide service, 
Earth and Sky Travelers. Travel was by bus 
between the Edsons and Mirabel Airport in 
Montreal and from there to and from Lon
don by plane. Good weather generally pre
vailed for the group (only two really wet 
days) and the extreme northerly latitude 
meant long days and short nights, including 
the solstice itself. 

Serving as trip leader for the group was 
Virginia Kropas of South Boston, Mass. 
Other participants were Arleen Wimett of 
Salisbury, Vt., Bob and Carol Anderson of 
Portsmouth, R.I., Harry G. Bickford of Essex 
Junction, Vt., Jay F. Collier of Boston, Mass., 
John and Irene Bryant of Skaneateles, N. Y., 
Richard M. Guernsey of Morristown, NJ., 
Lester M. Vielle of West Millbury, Mass., 
and Jean Kristie of Great Neck, N.Y. 

The following is a brief summary of each 
day's highlights (not including the arrival 
and departure days) together with a sampling 
of excerpts from journals kept by Kropas 
(VK) and Carol Anderson (CA). 

Tuesday, June 19 - In Wales after all-

night drive from London; climb of Mt. Snow
don (Wales' highest, 3,560 ft.); camp that 
night at mountain's base (most camps were 
in sheep pastures) - Hiking was so different 
from home. There were no trees so we had a 
continuous view of the mountains, ridges and 
a stream with its waterfalls. (CA) 

Wednesday, June 20 - Drive through 
Wales to lake district; major breakdown of 
one vehicle, a van; hike to a backcountry 
camp - We turned down a most unlikely 
road. The sz'gn said no vehicles wider than 
6' 6" and they meant z't. Stone walls, hedges 
and houses actually made the road only 6' 6" 
in places! (CA) 

Thursday, June 21 - Fog and rain; hike 
up Sea Fell Pike cancelled; van fixed; drive 
to new camp; tea and scones at a cafe and 
Old Peculiar beer ("England's finest") at a 
pub are day's nutritional highlights. 

Friday, June 22 - Drive to campground 
at Edinburgh, Scotland; picnic and sight
seeing en route at Hadrian's Wall; disap
pointment when members of the Jacobites, 
a Scottish hiking club, didn't show for a 
dinner rendezvous - The sight of [Hadrian s 
Wall] hugging the crests of the wave-lz'ke 
moraines really fi'lled me with awe. . . . A 
good tz'me for silence. (VK) 

Saturday, June 23 - Stops in Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, then to a camp in the high
lands for three days. 

Sunday, June 24 - This was it. Clz'mb 
Ben Nevis, highest mountain in all Great 
Bntain. . .. Everyone made i't! . . . The climb 
was ec.stacy . ... Ben Nevis is 4, 406' and the 
start is about 50' so the vertical cli'mb exceeds 
4, 000'. (CA) 

Monday, June 25 - Visits to Loch Ness 
and other lochs (no monster seen), Urquhart 
Castle and Ft. William; Glen Nevis climbed 
("It was so pretty with waterfalls and moun
tains" - CA). 

Tuesday, June 26 - Long drive from 
west coast of Scotland to new camp on east 
coast - Back at camp [after dinner} we 
took a walk on the beach. . . . On the hori
zon was the red glow of the Northern Lights. 
The sky, still light at midnight, was painted 
so pretty with clouds. It was a very sober
ing experience. It was all the best living in 
one spot on earth. (CA) 

Wednesday, June 27 - Return to London 
for final night at a hotel - [Before depart
ing camp} one last . . . walk on the beach, 
returned equipment [to guides], depression. 
Couldn't we dn've to London az'rport ... 
tomorrow and stay by the seaside today.~ (VK) 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP INCREASES 
BUT NON-RENEWALS A PROBLEM 

GMC membership continued to grow over 
Four of the GMC troupe of excursionists view a b nl l' h l d · h 

· d GI N · · Sc tla d (Ph to the last year ut o y s 1g t y an wit one picturesque casca e on en eVIS m o n . o . 
by Virginia Kropas) .. vexmg problem or related problems prevent-

August, 1979 

ing greater gains. The official count as of 
May 1 was 4,055, up from 4,016 a year ago. 
Section membership increased slightly while 
at-large membership decreased slightly. Life 
and organization memberships both in
creased significantly, at least in percentage 
terms. 

Those are the basic findings of the annual 
membership report prepared by Executive 
Director Steve Rice for presentation at the 
Club's annual meeting. The 1979 total con
sists of 1,575 section members (an increase 
of 3lover 1978), 2,259 at-large members (a 
decrease of 16), 161 life members (an in
creased of 11), and 60 organizational mem
bers (an increase of 13). 

The "vexing problem" was the significant 
increase in non-renewals of at-large members, 
from 189 in the 1977-78 period to 452 in 
the 1978-79 period. One key and rather ele
mental reason for losing at-large members, 
Rice noted, is that many of those who move 
do not notify the Club or even leave for
warding addresses with their respective old 
post offices. As a result, membership renewal 
notices simply never reach them. 

Statistically, Rice went on, while individual 
adult at-large memberships have climbed 
significantly both of the last two years, the 
number of associated memberships for 
spouses has remained level and those of 
junior family members has dropped signifi
cantly. The implication is that, presumably 
for financial reasons, there are more cases 
where only one spouse of a married couple 
or family is taking out a membership with 
effectively little loss in membership benefits 
for the other spouse or junior family mem -
bers. Also, for the last year in particular 
individual junior at-large memberships de
creased substantially, from 184 to 96. 

Finally, in what might be considered a 
favorable note in this regard, Rice also re
ported that 50 responses to a survey of 100 
non-renewing members indicated most let 
their memberships lapse for "legitimate" 
reasons, that is, moves away from the Ver
mont area or inability to afford the dues 
payment. Very few persons, he said, cited 
unhappiness with the Club or its programs 
or policies as their reason for leaving. 

While overall section membership climbed, 
that of six sections actually decreased. Four 
of the others increased, three of them sig
nificantly, and three remained essentially 
unchanged. Pioneer Valley Section took 
honors for growth, adding 25 members over 
1978, a 30% increase. The roster of 1979 
section membership: Bennington, 56 ( -12); 
Brattleboro, 30 (unchanged); Bread Loaf, 76 
( - 10); Burlington, 412 ( - 20); Connecticut, 
90 ( + 18); Jay, 29 ( + 5 over 1976, the last 
previous year membership was reported); 
Killington, 85 ( - 16); Montpelier, 29 ( - 3); 
New York, 416 ( + l); Pioneer Valley, 108 
( + 25); St. Albans, 58 ( + 4); Sterling, 41 
( - 4); and Worcester, 148 ( + 22). 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
. leaves as little trace of his passing as 

possible. 
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1979 Field Programs Underway: Workshop, Rangers, Caretakers, Patrol 
By Harry T. Peet, Jr., Field Supervisor 

In one sense, the 1979 Field Season began 
in the fall of 1978 with a review of the 1978 
Field Season. Each of the Club's Field Pro
grams was evaluated, and ways to improve 
each was considered. During the winter 
months, hiring and budget planning received 
top priority. With spring, and the adoption 
of a Club budget for the fiscal year, final 
preparations were begun and necessary tools 
and equipment were ordered. 

In a "field" sense, the 1979 Field Season 
began the weekend of May 19-20 with the 
Club's T rails and Shelters Workshop at 
T amarack Notch Camp in Mendon . T hirty
two people attended the Workshop, and they 
were kept busy learning various maintenance 
and erosion control techniques. This work 
was performed on the Long Trail just south 
of Sherburne Pass. Special thanks go to 
Tamarack Notch Camp for the generous 
offer of their facilities, and to Carl Schmidt 
president of the Killington Section, for ~ 

A Look At Hiking Party Sizes 
By Harry T. Peet, Jr. 
GMC Field Supervisor 

EDITOR'S NOTE - This is the second 
in a seri'es of articles by Harry Peet dealz'ng 
with the u.se hikers have made and are making 
of the Long Trail system, and how u.se data 
can aid the GMC in trail-management de
cision-malu'ng and t'n other ways. 

Are you one of those people who prefers 
to hike alone, regardless of oft-quoted advice 
to the contrary? Or do you usually hike with 
a companion? Perhaps, like many others, 
you enjoy sharing a trail experience with a 
group of people by participating in organized 
hikes. This article takes a look at the sizes 
of "hiking parties" on the Long Trail in re
cent years. The data presented has been 
compiled from shelter registers at caretaker 
locations. 

Table 1 shows the percentages of different 
hiking party sizes on the LT for the last 
four years. Between two-thirds and three
quarters of the hiking parties consisted of one 
or two hikers. Groups of hikers larger than 
the recommended ten people have comprised 
a small percentage of the total use. One 
thing to keep in mind, however, is that per
centages of hiking parties and percentages of 
hikers are not the same. For instance, in 1978, 
hiking parties of one or two people repre
sented 70.33 of the total parties; but these 
parties contained only 40. 7 % of the hikers. 

Some interesting observations can be 
made if we divide LT hikers into three cate
gories: Long Distance, Short Distance, and 
Day Hikers. Long Distance refers to trips 
lasting six or more days, Short Distance to 
trips lasting two to five days. Table 2 shows 
the percentages of different party sizes for 
these categories in 1978. As might be ex
pected, Table 2 shows that Long Distance 

hikers are much more likely to be travelling 
alone, while Short Distance and Day hikers 
usually travel with one companion. Large 
groups make up a much smaller percentage 
of the Long Distance hikers. 

None of this information is very surprising. 
For instance, common sense tells us that 
Long Distance hikers would probably travel 
in smaller parties - coordinating individual 
schedules is much more difficult when a 
longer time period is involved. A working 
knowledge of party sizes, however, can be an 
important tool in managing the Long Trail 
system, in particular when planning and de
signing shelter facilities or tenting areas. Bunk 
space in shelters and the layout of tenting 
areas should take into account the most fre
quent party sizes. As an example, a tenting 
area with small, widely dispersed tent plat
forms will not meet the needs of groups 
(4-10 hikers) who want to be together. Un
necessary impact to the area will result. On 
the other hand, building tent platforms to 
accommodate a four-person tent is unneces
sary if the majority of hikers, travelling 
alone or with one companion, are carrying 
two-person tents. 

If we restrict our discussion to organized 
groups (scout troops, camps, schools, etc.), 
caretaker data from past years indicates that 
the GMC has been fairly successful in its 
efforts to minimize large groups. Since 1972, 
the average size of such groups on the LT 
has fluctuated pretty closely around ten, with 
a very slight downward drift. While having 
the average group fluctuate around the Club's 
recommended maximum of ten, is an ac
complishment in itself, the percentage of 
such groups larger than ten has been de
creasing. In 1975 38.23 of the hiking groups 
were larger than ten hikers. Last year, "only" 
33.03 were larger. We still have a ways to 
go, but we're making significant progress! 

overall assistance and particularly for his culi
nary skills. 

Scheduling of the Workshop still 
presents some problems. This year's event 
was well attended by GMC field personnel, 
but conflicts with section work parties 
kept seclion-member attendance ro a 
rninimum. 

The Club's ranger-naturalists at the work
shop were given no opportunity to rest: they 
began working on Camel's Hump and Mt. 
Mansfield the following dayl By the end of 
that week the rangers on both mountains 
had received their "baptism of fire ." On 
Camel's Hump a group which hiked over 
the summit during a storm was treated for 
hypothermia at Gorham Lodge. On Mans
field a hiker fell near the top of Maple Ridge 
and dislocated an elbow; the rangers assisted 
the Stowe Rescue Squad with the evacua
tion. 

GMC caretakers began moving into their 
shelters on May 22. By June 6 Camel's Hump 
and Mt. Mansfield were essentially fully 
manned, and the southern ponds (Little 
Rock, Griffith, and Stratton) were covered. 

The Long Trail Patrol began its summer 
operations on June 4. Crews #1 and #2, at 
half strength, began working on our Co-op 
Agreement with the U.S. Forest Service on 
Worth Mt. Crew #3 began working the next 
day; it spent its first week in the vicinity of 
Taylor Lodge while new crew-members were 
being trained. 

Crews # 1 and #2 are now working separate
ly and will spend the entire summer on Co-op 
work. Various projects are in store for Crew 
#3: (1) composting outhouse units will be 
installed at Puffer Shelter and at Sterling 
Pond; (2) a new outhouse will be built at 
William B. Douglas Shelter for the Brattle
boro Section; and (3) trail improvements 
will continue in the Burnt Rock Mt. area. 
Several other projects are also in the works. 
The L TP may assist in the construction of 
a new Gorham Lodge, and hopes to assist 
the new Montreal Section in the Tillotson 
Peak area. 

A fourth L TP Crew, with federal Compre
hensive Employment and Training Act 
(CET A) funding, may begin working on Mt. 
Mansfield in July. This crew will concentrate 
its efforts on the LT between Taft Lodge and 
the Chin and on the Profanity Trail. 

The addition of a storage I workshop 
facility in Jonesville has already proved itself 
to be of value to our field effort. For the 
first time the entire Club inventory of tools 

Table I - Percentages of Hiking Party Sizes Table 2 - Percentages of Hiking Party Sizes, 1978 

Size of Hiking Party 
Size of Hiking Party 

Year I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 IO 11 + 
HikeType I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 IO 11 + 

1978 29 .5 40 .8 11.4 6.6 2.9 1.6 1.0 1.5 .9 1.2 2.6 Long 
1977 31.0 38.0 10.4 7.6 2.7 1.8 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.2 2.9 Distance 48.4 33.8 7.1 2.1 .9 .8 1.1 2.1 1.0 1.4 1.3 
1976 26.4 39.5 12.9 7.5 3.1 2.4 1.7 1.3 1.4 .8 3.0 Short Dis. 17.7 46.7 13 .7 8.2 3.6 1.9 1.0 1.3 .8 1.3 3.8 
1975 28 .3 38.0 13.5 7.2 2.6 2.4 1.4 1.4 1.2 1.1 2.9 Day Trip 18.3 41.7 14.5 12.0 5.5 2.6 .8 1.0 .6 .7 2.3 
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and equipment (valued at approximately 
$8,000) has been located under one roof. 
Tool inventory and preparation went much 
smoother than usual. And, we were able to 
begin prefabricating outhouses and com
posting units in a suitable work area. It is 
hoped that by the fall we will also be able 
to use the Jonesville facility to quarter field 
people on days off and as a site to conduct 
future orientations. 

WORKSHOP WORK - Moving a puncheon log is 
easy when you have plenty of hands (and you're 
all going in the same direction!). Scene is of partici
pants in one of the field sessions at the Club's Trails 
and Shelters Workshop in May. The first four per
sons on the log are, from left, Robin Parke, Julie 
Hand, Preston Bristow and Linda Vieira. Viewing 
the proceedings at left is Anne Knower. (Photo by 
Steve Rice) 

GMC FIELD PERSONNEL 

The following is a roster of the 46 young 
men and women who this summer will carry 
out the GMC's field programs. As a mark 
of continuing progress in the Club's hiring 
policy of equal consideration to both sexes 
for its field personnel, note might be made 
of the fact that this summer for the first 
time two of the Long Trail Patrol crew 
bosses are women. 

Ranger-Naturalists 
Mt. Mansfield: Jacqui Sulek*, head 

ranger, and Lou Barie*, Kerry Dunlop and 
Chris Schultz*. 

Camel's Hump: Ben Davis*, head ranger, 
and Colin Wightman* and Brooke Farquhar. 

Caretakers 
North part of LT: Jeanne Griffin*, 

northern caretaker supervisor; Sterling Pond, 
Julia Hand*; Taft Lodge, Heidi Rich*; 
Butler Lodge, Anne Knower*; Taylor Lodge, 
Janet Loflin*; Mansfield Replacement, Hugh 
Davis; Wiley Lodge, Norine Francis*; Mont-
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clair Glen Lodge, Jane Lubell; Stark's Nest, 
Lisa Kolbeck; and Camel's Hump Replace
ment, David Kreindler . 

South part of LT: Ray Auger*, southern 
caretaker supervisor; Cooper Lodge, Suzanne 
Deemer; Little Rock Pond, Larry Cebula*; 
Griffith Lake, Philip Korman; Bromley 
Camp, Carol Rothstein; Stratton Pond, Jeb 
Bmgmann* and Sarah Spademan*; and 
Congdon Camp, Mike Kuruts* . 

Long Trail Patrol 
Crew# 1: Gretchen Clardy, crew boss, and 

Kirk Larsen, Richard Elwell, Lewis Heyman, 

Tom Heyman, 
Crew #2: Laura Dibble, crew boss, and 

Stuart Chandler, April Covell, John 
Funk, Mary Graham, Patrick Semyak, 
Carolyn Treat and Jill Benedict. 

Crew #3: Geoff Gourley*, crew boss, and 
David Kallfelz, Michele Reichlin, Scott 
Steiner, Peter Van Buren, Chris Ward and 
Sylvia Platt. 

CET A Crew Boss: Tim Davis* 
Coordinator: Pete Gadzinski 

*Has previous experience in either the same 
or another GMC field program. 

Good Landowner Relations Crucial 
To Sound AT Protection Program 
By Preston Bristow 

Vermont Representative, AT Project 

It's been said that there are three great 
myths in contemporary American culture, 
and they are: "Your check is in the mail," 
"I gave at the office," and 'Tm from the 
federal government - Tm here to help you." 
For the 89 Vermont landowners along the 
A:ppalachian Trail outside the Green Moun
tam National Forest (41 of whom are also 
on the Long Trail), I'm the man from the 
federal government, and my "help" is some
thing most landowners feel they could easily 
do without! 

Although hikers out on the trail would 
hardly notice any change, the Appalachian 
Trail has been a center of activity, and some 
controversy, over the last year. On March 11 , 
1978, President Carter signed into law the 
Appalachian Trail bill, an amendment to 
the National Trails System Act of 1968, which 
launched the massive job of permanently 
protecting the entire 2000-mile trail as a 
National Scenic Trail. This piece of legis
lation was a protection program with teeth: 
it gave the National Park Service the power 
to purchase a trail corridor 1000 feet in 
width (by eminent domain, if necessary), 
and authorized $90 million to get the job 
done. 

Three months after the signing of the 
Appalachian Trail bill, I left my position as 
GMC Administrative Assistant to work as 
Vermont representative for the Appalachian 
Trail Project. That has made me a joint 
spokesman for the GMC, Appalachian Trail 
Conference, and National Park Service in 
coordinating the AT protection program in 
Vermont. A large percentage of my time is 
spent "on the firing line" in direct negotia
tion with property owners, and this experience 
has given me a unique insight into land
owner relations along the trail. 

Perhaps the greatest lesson I've learned 
over the past year, as a hiking enthusiast 
and conservationist, is (to use an old expres
sion) to put my money where my mouth is. 
lt's easy to support a distant concept like 
the recent addition of millions of acres of 
Alaskan wilderness to the National Park 

system, and quite another matter to sit face 
to face across the kitchen table with a dis
gruntled landowner as he demands, with an 
angry thump of his clenched fist upon the 
tabletop, what damn right the federal govern
ment has to come and take his land. 

As Maurice Forrester put it in his excellent 
article, "Neighbors and Friends" in the 
Keystone Trails Association Newsletter, it's 
unfair to assume automatically that local 
residents who raise questions about the trail 
must necessarily have nefarious motives. 
"Most of these people," Forrester writes, 
"have genuine, honest concerns about the 
welfare of their families, about the safety 
of their property, and about the continuance 
of their livelihoods." Not all property owners, 
in other words, are wealthy snobs or con
dominium developers. 

Besides acquiring a portion of their 
property, we're expecting landowners to fur
ther accept calmly and without concern the 
passage, in a year's time, of thousands of 
people across their land, virtually all of whom 
are strangers. Landowners are concerned, 
and not unjustifiably. To quote Maurice 
Forrester again, "It is self-serving deception 
for us, the friends of the trail, to pretend 
(as many do) that hikers are all 'good people' 
who would do no wrong." 

Just as in our personal lives we need to 
remain on friendly terms with our neighbors, 
so the Appalachian Trail needs to be secured 
with sensitivity to landowner concerns, be
cause no matter how wide a corridor is ac
quired, there will always be a line somewhere 
marking the point where the trail stops and 
neighbors begin. To quote Forrester one last 
time, "No trail is happy if it is lined with 
sullen neighbors . . . endlessly watching for 
acts that can be used to precipitate a con
frontation." 

No, the 89 Vermont AT landowners may 
never think the federal government has done 
them any favors, but if we all - from the 
National Park Service and Green Mountain 
Club staff down to each individual trail 
walker - work together, the Appalachian 
Trail in Vermont will be a well-managed 
and well-maintained resource for everyone to 
enjoy. 
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BENNINGTON SECTION 
Trail In Good Shape; Membership Up 

Boy, that new section of LT I AT outside 
of Bennington sure looks good. Likewise, the 
new Nauheim Shelter is in fine shape. Sec
tion members have "checked out" our entire 
stretch of LT I AT from Harmon Hill in 
Woodford north to the summit of Glasten
bury Mt.; the only natural calamities were 
a few blow-downs across the Trail and some 
rock steps that needed chinking. But things 
are now cleared up thanks to a productive 
work party led by Trails and Shelters Chair
man Harry Coulter. 

And it's great to see our membership 
growing steadily. This is in part due to the 
fine attention our Section treasurer, Betsy 
Paulsen, pays to our membership listing. 
And certainly Wilma Johnson, secretary, has 
done a fine job turning out our hike schedule; 
her ability at poetry and ~rose lends "The 
Stepping Stone" an amacuve air. Our hike 
schedule, by the way, is more than just a 
listing of where and when we go. Paragraphs 
are spent detailing why we're hiking to a 
particular point, how long it will take us to 
get there, and any historical or geographical 
knowledge we'll pick up along the way. 

Our hikes, incidentally, are taking an edu
cational bent. For instance, we've lined up 
an impressive series of hikes which cover 
topics from tree and forest floor plant life 
and bird identification to lectures on log rail
way systems and topographical map and 
compass reading. As a result, we're happy 
to find our hikes have attracted an average 
of 15-20 people. 

At this writing ou.r Section is getting ready 
to join the Taconic Hiking Club of New 
York State for an outing through the wilds 
of Somerset, one of Vermont's five unor
ganized towns . I'm particularly excited 
about this region because old loggers have 
told me of an old Baldwin train engine 
which is apparently still in the woods near 
the area where we are heading! Hopefully, 
we'll have 30 well-peeled eyes looking for 
the old locomotive left in a gulch to Mother 
Nature . 

THOM BAILEY, Reporter 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION 
Wire Bunks At Douglas Shelter Replaced 

Those bunking at the William B. Douglas 
Shelter now have boards, not wire, to sleep 
on. 

This improvement project, long contem
plated for the former Swezey Shelter, got 
underway when Joe Cook, Dorothy McDonald, 
Trudy Teutsch and myself snowshoed and 
skied in and around the shelter on an over
night outing March 5 and 6. That's mostly 
what we did on what proved to be a most 
pleasant winter weekend but we did look 
over the work site and take measurements 
for needed materials. 

The actual rebuilding of the bunks began 
May 6. With boards kindly supplied by 
Cersosimo Lumber Co. of Brattleboro and ... 
Page I2 

Jeeps driven by Roger Davis and Hans Weltz, 
we set off again up the Old Rootville Road. 
Other members of the work party included 
Brandon Douglas, Ann Davis, Robert and 
Chris Weltz, Fred Noble and his son, Neal, 
Dorothy McDonald and her young friend 
named Chris, and myself. The Jeeps got us 
within one-half-mile of the shelter . After the 
materials had been carried to the shelter we 
split up into two groups, one working on 
cleaning up the trail, the other removing the 
bunk wire. This turned out to be a job in 
itself as the wire mesh was stapled for bear. 

The next weekend we returned with more 
material. We thought removing the wire was 
difficult - you should try removing 20 years 
of accumulated porcupine manure! 

It was with joy that we began putting in 
the joists and nailing down the boards. The 
weather held pleasant but cloudy during the 
day. A little rain that night sent Trudy and 
myself into the , shelter to inaugurate the 
partially-completed lower bunks. The next 
day we finished those but not the upper 
bunks, getting only the joists installed for 
them. It wasn't until the May 19th weekend 
that Joe Cook, Dorothy McDonald and 
friends finally completed the project. 

I wish to thank all those people who 
helped, furnishing their time, Jeeps and ma
terials. 

MARK BROWN, Secretary 

BREAD LOAF SECTION 
Dave Bennett Departs 

& Caution About Sign-Up Sheets 

Over 25 members gathered recently to bid 
Godspeed to David Bennett on the eve of 
his departure for Washington, D.C., where 
he will be engaged in environmental re
search for the Government. David, who has 
served as a GMC director for several years, 
will be in the capitol city for a two-year 
stint before returning to Middlebury. Marion 
Holmes' back lawn was the site of the fare
well potluck supper for Dave and his family , 
and guests enjoyed a gourmet meal (including 
fiddlehead ferns) while a few enterprising 
mosquitoes enjoyed an equally satisfying 
meal of guests! 

T his Spring the Burlington Savings Bank 
sponsored tbe GMC booth at the annual 
three-day Addison Counry Home and Garden 
Show in Middlebury . Our d isplay depicted 
an overnight shelter scene in miniature, con
sisting of a four-bunk shelter, privy, fire
place, pond and log bridge. The scene was 
given an animated appearance with pipe
cleaner figures constructed by Lee Yorton, 
showing campers in the act of roasting hot 
dogs or gathering and chopping wood. We 
were pleased that our efforts seemed to be 
enjoyed by the hundreds of people who 
stopped to examine the booth. 

However, we learned a lesson for others 
who may have occasion to advertise their 
club's activities at summer shows or fairs . 
This reporter thought it would be a generous 
gesture to have a sign-up pad on the counter 
so that people who were interested in "try-

ing" one of our outings might sign up for 
the next mailing of our schedule . T he idea 
appealed , and names appeared as if by 
magic. Unfortunately, we were unable to 
ascertain after the Show just which names 
were sincere and which merely indicated a 
desire for something that was free . It proved 
to be a case of sending programs to dozens 
of people who might never even read them -
and the postage costs seemed astronomical. 
We have yet to learn how many true con
verts this may have added to our roster. 

BEA BATCHELDER, Reporter 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 
Or, Easter At Derrybrook, 1979 

Section members Herb van Winkelen, 
Eleanor and Bob Poole, daughter Laura, 
and guest Andrea Squibb plus New Haven 
Hiking Club members Barbara Schneider, 
Leslie Poole, Rachel Wickham, and guests 
Ian Brooks from England, and Rolf Lambert 
from Germany spent Easter weekend at the 
Rafters in Rawsonville, Vt. 

Friday afternoon the group got in some 
cross-country skiing and a few short hikes 
around the barn. During the night three 
more inches of the "white stuff' fell, allow
ing for more X-C. But first , so as not to 
waste all that lovely wet snow, the group 
made a snowman and pelted it, and each 
other, with snowballs. Then, it was "off to 
do your own thing": hiking, X-C, watching 
maple syrup boiling, and the milking down 
at the barn. 

But the excitement wasn't over. One 
guest, after a day of skiing, discovered his 
wallet missing. It was lost "somewhere in 
the woods"! Where had he been? He wasn't 
quite sure. But the ski tracks were clear, so 
off everybody went, ten pairs of eyes search
ing. But nothing! Then the trail branches. 
Our "unfortunate" didn't remember: did he 
go left or right? Herb took the left fork, 
and there, not 25 feet away, was the lost 
wallet. How lucky can you be! 

Saturday night, the party split up. Some 
stayed by the warm fire and a sugar-on-snow 
party. The others went to Brattleboro to a 
"Contra Dance," a new experience for the 
section. Later, it was back for toasted 
marshmallows and "summors" before bed. 

Sunday morning a short hike south of 
Bromley, coupled with a trash pick-u~ 
around Bromley Camp, finished off a "Fun ' 
w~ekend. NOTE: The big selling point of 
this weekend was: "Don't Miss It, Herb Is 
Cooking!" Herb didn't cook. Was that "false 
advertising"? 

GLENNA HALE, Reporter 

KILLINGTON SECTION 
Reunion (And Green-Up) With Ben Rolston 

On the weekend o( May 5 and 6 more 
than a dozen Killington members , members
at-large, and friends of the GMC gathered 
at Wilgus State Park in Ascutney for a com-

The Long Trail News 



bination camp-out, green-up and reunion 
with Ben Rolston, the Park Ranger and 
former GMC president. 

Much work was accomplished - cutting 
up and stacking logs from aspen trees which 
the beavers had felled , raking zillions of 
leaves from the park sites, and installing the 
heavy steps at the canoe landing on the 
Connecticut River. 

But it wasn't all work. The group first 
had a hike up the Pinnacle, and then a 
personally-conducted tour on Ben's new Na
ture Trail, where many of the 38 species of 
trees and shrubs in the park have been 
identified with markers. 

And what was the reunion, you may ask? 
A reunion of workers who had helped Ben 
relocate the Long Trail between Griffith Lake 
U.S. Forest Service Road 10 in 1964, and 
those who had assisted in moving Sandy 
Stare's shelter to its Lost Pond Shelter loca
tion in 1965. 

On Saturday evening, Ben showed some 
slides of the trail and shelter projects, and 
Mauri Wintturi treated us to a selection of 
his fine slides. Coffee was served by the Park 
Attendant - Dorothy, of course - who also 
served as "water boy" during the Lost Pond 
Shelter construction in 1965. 

RACHAEL CHARLAND, Activities 
Chairman 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

The Montpelier Section began the spring 
season with a sunny, late-March hike over 
the packed snow of the Forestry and Dean 
Trails to Montclair Glen. There were fine 
views across the frozen beaver ponds to a 
perfectly clear and almost snowless Camel's 
Hump. 

As spring advanced, the Section enjoyed a 
mid-May wildflower hike in the Duck Brook
Jonesville area. This day of botanical identi
fication and spring fever is fast becoming a 
Montpelier Section tradition. 

In spring we always focus on our duties 
maintaining the Long Trail north from 
Smuggler's Notch to Chilcoat Pass. The hazy 
June morning began with a breakfast at the 
Smuggler's Notch picnic area. This repast 
was cooked by Sally Sairs and Bob Hamilton. 
Featured among the delectables were Sally's 
famous nut, whole-wheat coffee cakes. 

Nine people turned out to eat and help 
with trail work. It soon became apparent 
that we were too few and had too little 
time to work on all the problem areas of 
this heavily-used section of the Long Trail 
as well as work on Sterling Shelter, the Ster
ling Pond loop and the Elephant's Head 
Trail. Additional work days and the help of 
more Montpelier Section members will be 
needed to get some sections of the trails back 
into shape. . 

Julie Hand, our caretaker at Sterling, has 
been at work with her mattock and other 
tools on some of the steep, well-worn trail 
just above Smuggler's Notch. 

Besides our trail work we plan a summer 
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of hiking and canoeing in four states. August 
hikes will take in the Gothics and Lake George 
areas of the Adirondacks. 

GEORGE LONGENECKER, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 
Hiking & History At The Rockefellers 

One of the most popular areas for the 
New York Section for a day hike is the 
Pocantico Hills estate of the Rockefeller 
family. The Rockefellers have generously 
opened their trails and bridle paths to hikers 
and horsemen and Larry and Otrud Schaefer 
wisely chose Sunday, May 6 to lead their 
"hike for all ages" through this part of New 
York's historic Sleepy Hollow country. I say 
"wisely" because we had the best weather of 
the Spring season. There were 13 of us, in
cluding members, guests, and the Schaefers' 
young son, Eric, ·who soon took the lead. 
Few hikes could cover more varied terrain or 
include more points of interest. We walked 
under blooming dogwood, through meadows 
of Spring grass, explored the ruins of an old 
mansion, had a glimpse of deer on the run, 
lunched high above the Pocantico River, 
and topped it all off with a final rest stop 
overlooking the Hudson. There, a sailboat 
race was underway in the shadow the Tappan 
Zee Bridge with multi-colored spinnakers bil
lowing in the breeze. We had good sport 
and we learned a lot from our leader, 
Larry - not only about the historic land
marks dating back to Revolutionary days, 
but about stone bridges that had been built 
in the Depression when the Rockefellers 
wanted to generate jobs for the unemployed 
of the area. After we circled back to our 
cars and said our goodbyes, some capped 
the day with a visit to Union Church. Union 
Church of Pocantico Hills in Tarrytown 
boasts eight windows done by the artist, 
Marc Chagall, one of which, "Crucifixion", 
is dedicated in memory of Michael Clark 
Rockefeller, son of Nelson, who was lost on 
a study mission in New Guinea. The church's 
rose window design is the last completed 
work of Henri Matisse. All in all, a lovely 
esthetic way to end an athletic Spring day. 

MARY BAYONE, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 
Gas "Crunch" Affects Section Hiking; 

Bad Fire In Pine Cobble Area 

With the ever-increasing price of gasoline, 
Vermont appears to be further and further 
away from us. Fortunately for PVS mem
bers, Massachusett's hills are laced with 
many fine hiking trails, each offering some
thing unique for whatever the backpacker 
may seek. Two of our most recent hikes have 
been on sections of the Metacomet-Monad
nock Trail, a 118-mile walkway through the 
central part of the state. It was Al Shane 
and Marion Gorham leading the way on 
April 7 with Michele and Jim Pietras doing 

• the honors on April 29. No, it may not be 

the Green Mountains, but it surely makes for 
a most enjoyable outing. 

Of interest to many GMC'ers may be the 
news of the recent forest fire in the Pine 
Cobble Trail area, an often-used approach 
to the LT I AT in Williamstown, Mass. The 
blaze, which occurred April 25 and 26, 
covered approximately 15 square miles in the 
Bear Spring Area (known locally as "Devil's 
Slide"). Although no trail was damaged, the 
fire line is readily visible from the Pine Cob
ble Trail. It spread to within 1 I 8-mile of the 
Pine Cobble summit where it was finally 
stopped by a change in wind direction due to 
an approaching storm. Fortunately, it was a 
very rapidly moving ground fire and the 
permanent damage was only slight. Approxi
mately 1,500 people battled the blaze, in
cluding firefighters from several communi · 
ties in both Massachusetts and Vermont. 

DAVE PIROG, Reporter 

More section reports on pages 3 and 5. 

WHO'S WHO IN THE SECTIONS 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is an 
addendum to the roster of key section offi
cers which appeared in the May L TN These 
and other sections' representatives on the 
ma£n Club's Board of Directors appear in the 
roster of directors and ojj"z"cers elsewhere in 
l hi.s issue. 

Bennington 
President: Thom Bailey, 212 Union St., 

Bennington, VT 05201; Trails and Shelters 
Chairman: Harry Coulter, 202 Division St., 
Bennington, VT 05201. 

Montpelier 
President (also contact regarding trails 

and shelters): Robert Hamilton, 12 Spring 
St., Montpelier, VT 05602. 

Montreal I GMC Section de Montreal 
President: Perry Tooker, 7400 Sherbrooke 

St., W. - Apt. 218, Montreal, Que., Canada 
H4B IRS; Trails and Shelters Co-Chairman: 
Irv Ellenbogen, 180 Laperriere, St-Laurent, 
Que., Canada, H4N 2J9 and Robert Batt, 
910 Moffatt · No. 8, Verdun, Que., Canada 
H4H 1Y8. 

New York 
President: Marland Whiteman, 360 East 

72nd St. -Apt. C2005, New York, NY 10021. 

Ottauquechee 
President: Thomas Debevoise, III, Wood

stock, VT 05091; Trails and Shelters Chair
man: Paul Magoon, RFD #1 - Box 475A, 
Springfield, VT 05156 (these are interim of
ficers pending adoption of bylaws by the new 
section and new elections under those by
laws). 

St. Albans 
President: Alan Mead, RFD #2, Fairfax, 

VT 05454; Trails and Shelters Chairman: 
Vic Mertrud, High St., St. Albans, VT 054 78 . 
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Intersectional Plans Take Shape; Eden Invites GMC'ers 
The 1979 Intersectional is drawing near 

and here's another, more complete rundown 
of information about the event provided by 
its chairman, Dorothy Knight of the Pioneer 
Valley Section, which is providing major 
back-up to her. 

It will be held at the Mt. Norris Boy Scout 
Campground off Vermont Rt. 100 at ~he 
north end of Lake Eden about two miles 
north of Eden Mills (there will be a big 
Intersectional sign on the turn-off drive, but 
probably back from the main road a good 
ways). Dates are Saturday, Aug. 25, through 
noon on Labor Day, Sept. 3. 

Two notes on transportation: (1) At this 
writing (mid-July) Vermont. is generally. ex
periencing adequate supplies of gasolme; 
for up-to-date information on gasoline sup
plies call Vermont's GasLine number, 802-
223-2121 (full week, round-the-clock re
sponse); (2) The Vermont Transit Co. bus 
line of Burlington has a run which stops at 
Eden, about a mile south of Eden Mills; 
Knight says that "we can arrange for some
body to pick up bus passengers." 

Facilities - Big recreation lodge with big 
fireplace for evening events; five cabins (four 
of which are now reserved and one man, who 
will be glad to share space with others, has 
reserved space in the fifth), a few cook shacks 
and various campsites; outhouses and run
ning cold water in several places. 

What To Bring - Your own camping 
gear (tent and poles or camper); s~ove, ta?le, 
chairs, flashlights; food and utensils; musical 
instruments, cards, games. If you have no 
tent or camper, register early with Knight 
to reserve cabin space. 

Restrictions - If possible, please leave 
dogs at home. Leash rule will be strictly 
enforced on the grounds ("let's prove that 
dogs can behave!" - DK). 

Fees - Upon entering the grounds, drive 
straight ahead to headquarters where you 
will register and pay fee: $2.00 per per~on 
per night or $15. 00 per person f~r nme 
nights; family rate is $5.00 per mght or 
$20.00 for nine nights. 

Activities - Day: beautiful lake for swim
ming, canoeing and fishing; hiking? back
packing and nature walks; compass mstruc
tions; swap shop (bring your good swap ar
ticles; and Burlington Section's GMC T-shirts, 
including a new design, will be on sale); 
auction (run by Curt (Frenchy) Garfield); 
bike trips (bring your own bike); day si~ht
seeing trips. Evening: games, songfests, sh?es 
and films; Eastern-style square dancmg 
Saturday night, Sept. 1, with Harold Holmes, 
experienced caller of nearby J:Iyde Park, d~
ing his stuff for you; group dmner at nom1 -
nal cost to be prepared by the GMC's own 
"chefs", Alan and Gretchen Mead, with your 
assistance. 

A flyer with these and other details, in
cluding "coordinators" for the ~ari~us se:
tions and the at-large membership, is avail-
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able from Knight on request at 152 Lucerne 
Road, Springfield, MA 01119, Tel. 413-
783-6052. 

And a few personnel notes: (1) Earl 
Williams, another PVS member, is serving 
Chairman Knight as Intersectional treasurer; 
(2) Robert (Bob) Poole, also a PVS member, 
is serving as hike coordinator; contact him at 
Rte. 1 - Box 892, Middlefield, CT 06455 
if you are willing t~ lead a hike; (3) Lo~g
time GMC'ers Dr. Richard Church and wife, 
Betty, expect to attend some of the Inter
sectional and he will provide medical service 
in case of emergency while they are there; 
(4) And regarding the abovementioned Curt 

50l(c)(3) MEANS BENEFITS 

Information from outgoing GMC presi
dent Joe Frank about the impact of the 
Club's new 50l(c)(3) classification with the 
Internal Revenue Service provided a pleasant 
highlight for Club directors at their meeting 
May 26. That fully-tax-ex~mpt stat~s ~ll, 
according to Frank, result m a combmauon 
of definite and potential economic benefits 
for the Club. 

A key one among the latter is that dona -
tions to the Club are now officially tax
deductible without question. That pre
sumably will provide incentive for future do
nations and bequests. 

Among immediate 50l(c)(3) benefits is the 
Club's eligibility for special second class and 
third class bulk postage rates. The former 
will lower mailing costs of the Long Trail 
News about $200 a year. The latter is some 
six cents less per piece than the regular third 
class rate - a substantial difference. 

The GMC is also now exempt from paying 
the 3 per cent Vermont sales tax. The most 
significant savings here will be elimination 
of sales tax payments for printing of the 
LTN; they have amounted to over $100 a 
year. 

As a 50l(c)(3) organization, the Club 
could elect to withdraw from participation 
in the federal Social Security System. But 
believing that to do so would be a disservice 
to Club employees, the Board of Directors 
voted to remain a participant. 

The special tax-exampt status also can 
affect the Club's responsibilities relating to 
unemployment compensation taxes. The 
Board, however, took that matter under 
study before deciding what course to take. 

WILDERNESS PERMITS OUT 

The U.S. Forest Service, which manages 
the Green Mountain National Forest 
(GMNF), has announced that permits are 
no longer necessary for users of the two 
Wilderness Areas within the GMNF 
boundaries (Lye Brook and Bristol Cliffs). 

Garfield, Knight writes, "About ten of his co
ed explorers have volunteered their services 
as staff for the entire week in return for free 
entrance." 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE; 
AN INAUGURAL 

I look forward to my new role as president 
of the Green Mountain Club, mindful of the 
many significant accomplishments the Club 
has achieved in recent years as well as the 
tasks that lie ahead. I'm mindful, too, that 
future advances will come as the result of 
our proven successful combination of a com
petent, hard-working staff and the many 
volunteers who continually give of their time, 
talents, and funds to serve the Club in so 
many different ways. It is an awareness of 
the level of support demonstrated ~y 01;1r 
members and staff, as well as a pnde m 
our long tradition, that gives me confi~ence 
in the continued growth and prospenty of 
the Club. 

We've come a long way in the past several 
years, programs have been initiated and e'."
panded, our office and staff have grown m 
an effort to keep pace with demands, and 
new issues have been raised and addressed. 
As a result, the Green Mountain Club has 
become recognized by public agencies and 
many trail organizations as a leader in trail 
management. Yet in reaching this highpoint 
in the Club's development, we do not cur
rently have a coordinated plan for the future. 
Our efforts now are being placed on evalu -
ating where we are today and where we 
want to be tomorrow. We need to establish 
a planning process for the Club out of which 
would be developed a comprehensive 
management plan for the Long Trail System. 
This plan would define our priorities and 
provide the framework within which we 
would commit out limited resources, thereby 
assuring a deliberate and balanced progress 
toward our established goals. While the re
sponsibility for this plan currently rests with 
the Long Range Planning Committee, input 
from a number of public and private sources 
will be fundamental to a successful plan -
and the most important input will be from 
you, the GMC membership. If you care to 
participate in this important task in any 
manner, let me know. 

While thinking of membership participa
tion in GMC activities, my immediate tasks 
as president include proposing committee 
appointments to the Directors at their next 
meeting in October. If you have an interest 
in any of the established committees or in an 
area you feel should be addressed, let me 
hear from you. The mainstay of the GMC 
is its concerned membership and their will
ingness to accept leadership responsibilities. 

DOUGLAS JAMES, President 
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