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Something New Is Due, Something Old Is Reviewed 
Guide To Outlying Trails Soon On Sale 1978 Intersecti~nal Is ?ut 

But It May Rise Again The long-awaited first edition of The Day 
Hiker's Guz'de To Vermont should be avail
able in late May or early June. That is the 
word from George Pearlstein, editor of this 
latest GMC publication, which is seen as 
filling a distinct need for hikers in the Green 
Mountain State, both residents and visitors. 

Similar in size and general organization 
to The Guide Book of the Long Trail, the 
new book furnishes information about more 
than 200 widely dispersed short trails in the 
state which are well suited for day hiking. 
In addition to consolidating and updating 
most of the bits and pieces of previously 
available trail information, the guide includes 
much new material derived from extensive 
field investigation. 

For the most part, the trails described in 
the book have no association with the Long 
Trail system (a few do connect with it in 
some fashion, however). Included are most 
of the established hiking trails, numerous 
multi-use trails, selected nature trails, and a 
few other established routes of potential in
terest to the foot traveler. Trails described 
are on both public and private lands. The 
longest is the Little River Trail in the Mt. 
Mansfield State Forest near Waterbury (12 
miles) and the shortest is a nature trail near 
Lake Willoughby (about 300 feet!). Most 
range from one to three miles. 

Numerous maps accompany the text, 
which provides background information, 
directions for finding the trails, route de
scriptions, measured mileages, and other 
data. The Preface offers additional informa
tion of general interest and an Appendix 
includes listings of other guide booK.s and 
hiking organizations. 

The Day Hiker's Guide can be ordered 
from the GMC office in Montpelier. Price 
is $3.50 to GMC members, and $4.95 for 
non-members plus 50 cents for mailing. Or
ders may be sent now but, as noted above, 
the book is not yet actually printed. So be .. 
prepared for a wait in receiving delivery. 

Much work, Pearlstein reports, remains 
to be done before some future edition of 
The Day Hiker's Guide to Vermont can be 
regarded as a definitive guide to the so-called 
outlying trails. In the meantime, however, 
non-hikers, aspiring beginners, those unable 
or disinclined to follow the lengthier and 
more rugged trails, and veteran hikers look
ing for new places to explore should be 
pleasantly surprised at the number, richness 
and variety of Vermont's "other" trails. These 
are not only interesting and valuable in their 
own right but also frequently offer sensible 
and .satisfying alternatives to day hiking on 
the Long Trail. 

Day Hiker's 
Guide to 
Ver1nont 

GMC 

By Robert L. Hagerman, Editor 

There will be no GMC Intersectional 
this year. That dramatic development does 
not, however, necessarily mean the end to 
this long-standing Club event. The summer
time gathering of GMC'ers is definitely being 
reviewed by the GMC board of directors with 
a view to its possible re-establishment. Not 
only that, the board has also initiated a 
study of a possible winter get-together for 
Club members to participate in outdoor 
activities appropriate to that season. 

That, in brief, is the outcome of the board's 
meeting March 11 in Stowe, together with 
action by Executive Director Steve Rice since 
that time. Here's what happened. 

At the board meeting President Joe Frank 
announced that no GMC section had offered 
to make arrangements for the 1978 Inter
sectional, a role individual sections have 
traditionally played. A reminder of the sig
nificant drop in attendance at the 1977 ln
tersectional led to broad discussion of pos
sible reasons for that development and of 
what might be done to reverse things. Along 
the way, some directors expressed serious 
concern over the effects on the Club of not 
having an Intersectional this year. 

In the end, the board voted a compromise 
of sorts - though one which hasn't worked 
out to actually provide an Iptersectional for 
1978. Approved was a motion to have the 
main Club sponsor a weekend Intersectional
type event, provided the executive director 
found it feasible to make arrangements. 

At the same time, the board directed the 
president to appoint a committee to review 
the present status and character of the In
tersectional event and report with recom
mendations at the Club's annual meeting in 
May (see notice elsewhere). Subsequently 
appointed by Frank as the committee were: 

(See Intersectional, Page 3) 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

As the current fiscal year of the Club draws 
to a close, I feel proud of our many recent 
accomplishments in our effort "to make the 
Vermont mountains play a larger part in the 
life of the people." 

We have reached a high level of develop
ment in our three field programs. The Long 
Trail Paaol, Caretaker Program, and Ranger
Naturalist Program are sufficiently staffed so 
that each program is a major operation with 
significant results . 

Our guidebook publications are better 
than ever. We have published a fine new 
edition of the Long Trail guidebook which 
will soon be reprinted. The first edition of 
our new Day Hiker's Guide to Vermont, 
thanks to George Pearlstein's dedicated and 
skilled work as its editor, will be published 
early this summer. My preview of the contents 
leads me to wonder which book will be more 
in demand in the future. 

Almost all of our sections are active in 
the sponsorship of outings and volunteer 
service on our trail system. Section member
ship has been static for a period of years, 
but there appears to be a revitalization of 
section activity which may spur an increase 
in section membership. 

Main club services to the membership and 
the public have been expanded in several 
ways, a few of which I shall mention he~e. 
The relocation of the office to Montpelier 
probably will effect a net improvemem of 
the accessibility of the office to the mem
bership and the public. The Montpelier of
fice location also places our permanent staff 
closer to the geographical focus of our field 
programs. A Trails and Shelters Workshop 
on May 20·21 will provide guidance for our 
volumeer work on trails and shelters . Con
sideration is now being given to holding a 
winter encampment for training in winter 
hiking and camping. 

A key factor affecting our future ~rogress 
will be our ability to retain and recrwt mem
bers. We urgencly need to expand our mem
bership so that we shall have more v_o~u.n
teers and more funds to carry our actmues 
forward. 

JOSEPH E. FRANK 
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"GMC DAY" AT TRAPP'S - Several GMC'cn participating in the pecial cros.s-oountry sk~ d~y at_ the 
Trapp Touring C.cntcr gathered for this photo with their iostrue1or, Dudley R~, al lefl. Conunumg Crom 
lcfc, they are: Ann and David Oti• of Montpelier (MompeJier Section) and LouLSC and Roger Brown and 
Mark German, all of Montreal (and all at-la.rge members). (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 

GMC Ski Day Is Success 
The first "GMC Day" for cross-country 

skiers has been rated a success. That was the 
special day held at the Trapp Family Lodge 
Ski Touring Center in Stowe on March 12. 
The Club worked out a special package price 
for instruction and use of the Center's net
work of trails, and a discount on the rental 
fee for ski equipment. The Center also of
fered a 20 per cent discount on the pur· 
chase at its shop of any ski equipment (but 
not clothing); that discount remains in effect 
until Dec. 15, 1978. 

With the exception of a mix-up on the 
advertised noon-time proceedings, reports 
received by GMC Executive Director Steve 
Rice have been generally favorable about 
the whole affair. In addition to providing 
competent instruction, the Trapp instructors 
were said to have extended themselves in 
providing tips and advice on snow condi
tions, waxing and equipment. 

As for the weather, the day was a balmy 
one indeed. After two or three inches of 
fresh snow during the early morning hours, 
the sun broke through and temperatures 
pushed into the 40's. While that made things 
comfortable for skiers - even sweaty for 
over-bundled ones, it also produced very 
tricky snow conditions for having the right 
wax to maintain good traction. 

As noted elsewhere, a special meeting of 
the GMC membership was held the same 
day to vote on a proposed change in the 
location of the GMC corporation's principal 
office. While carried out in a proper busi 
nesslike manner, the proceeding had its 
humorous aspect . The setting was the lounge 
area of the Trapp Touring Center building. 
This was well filled with a lot of other people 

besides the 35 or so GMC members on hand. 
So as Club President Joe Frank called the 
meeting to order and then asked for, received 
and had counted a show of hands on the one 
question to be dealt with, all those "outsiders" 
watched the goings-on with surprise, curiosity 
and amusement. 

As for a repeat next year of the special 
GMC Day at Trapp's, Rice says it looks very 
likely, though with one possible significant 
change. That would be to hold it in January 
some time. While a January thaw is possible, 
the thinking is that the chances are less for 
encountering a repeat of those difficult early
spring snow conditions of mid-March. 

OFFICE POSITION VACANT; 
GMC'ERS INVITED TO APPLY 

At presstime your Club's administrative 
assistant, Preston Bristow, Jr., had re
signed to take a new position elsewhere. 
More on that in the August L TN but 
this will serve as notice of the vacancy 
and an invitation to GMC'ers to apply for 
the position. Response must be prompt, 
however - see below. Duties are basically 
clerical-secretarial but some involve more 
substantial administrative responsibility. 
Most work is at the Club office but oc
casional field trips and other travel are 
involved. Oh yes, the hours are long and 
the pay is not stupendous. Additional 
information available on request (see 
masthead for address). Any GMC'er in
terested should send a letter of applica
tion with resume to Executive Director 
Stephen Rice. Deadline is May 19. 

Long Trail News 



ffiSTORY MADE lN THREE MINUTES- It's official. GMC memben at a special mee1ing held March 12 in Stowe au1horized an amendment to the Club's 
corporate articles of association which places tlu: principal office at Montpelier ins1cad of Rutland. The meeting was alm.<l<'lt certain!y the shortest in GMC 
hi.story- about three minu1es from start t.o finish, with no di=ting votes cast.~ reporled i? the February LTN, the p~ys~cal relocauon o{ the headquar~ers 
office has already happened. The suite of t.hree rooms is locawd 011 the second floor of the Ch1ttc~den T~ust Comp.any bu!l~ng shown here. The ar~o':" J>Ot?ts 
co the entrance door at 13 State S.t .. In the view at right, FieJd Supervisor Harry .Pee~, Jr . . works at hts desk 10 ?ne o~t'ice, while m the ~ackgi:ound A~ntstrauve 
Assistant Prcscon nristow, Jr . chats about a telephone caU at the doorway from lus oCCice to thatof .E_xecuuve Director Stephen Rice. Wllh corundera.ble help 
from the Moncpclier Section, an open house was held al (he new office Feb. ll. Among the 45 or so vwtor.; were Vermont State Senator Sanborn Parmdge and 
Li.eutcnant Governor T . Garry Buckley. GMC'ers are, of cour.;e, invited to see the new Club facility when visiting Vermont's capital city. (Photos by Bob 
Hagerman) 

(Intersectional, from Page l) 
Alan Mead, chairman (St. Albans Section; 
RD #2, Fairfax, VT 05454), Ray Catozzi 
(Killington), Herb van Winkelen (Connecti
cut), Andy Nuquist (Montpelier), Gardiner 
Lane (Burlington) and Larry Van Meter 
(At Large). A promising development for 
the future is that one section has expres.sed 
interest in possibly hosting the 1979 summer 
gathering. 

But arrangements for the weekend Inter
sectional this year have not proved feasible, 
according to Executive Director Rice. No 
Vermont State Park - thought to be a likely 
possibility - is available for a weekend late 
in August, Rice reports. He also checked a 
number of private campgrounds, but all 
were lacking adequate facilities in some 
respect. 

As for that possible winter get-together, 
the board of directors, at President Frank's 
suggestion, approved formation of a com
mittee to investigate a winter "encampment" 
of some kind offering GMC'ers such things 
as snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and 
winter mountaineering. Named to the com
mittee, which is also to report at the Club's 
annual meeting, were: Don Wallace, chair
man ( c/ o Mechanical Engineering Dept. , 
Norwich University, Northfield, VT 05663), 
Ray Catozzi, Kenn Boyd, Preston Bristow, 
Jr. and Andy Nuquist. 

In a variety of other actions, the board: 
- Authorized the president to execute 

a new contract with the U.S. Forest Service 
(USFS) for construction by the Club of addi
tional portions of the Long Trail-Appala
chian Trail in the Green Mountain National 
Forest (GMNF). He can do so, however, only 
after the Club's Executive Advisory Council 
has determined that it will mean no finan
cial loss to the Club. 

- Authorized the president to execute 
appropriate cooperative agreements to pro- ... 

May, 1978 

vide for construction and subsequent main
tenance of a new cross-country ski trail by 
the GMC between the Middlebury College 
Snow Bowl and Forest Road 59 near Bread 
Loaf Lake in the GMNF. The Club's Bread 
Loaf Section has said it will do the actual 
work. In the case of public lands which the 
new trail will cross within the GMNF, the 
agreement to be executed will be an amend
ment to the Club's existing agreement with 
the USFS. In the case of private lands there 
will be separate agreements with the re
spective landowners. 

- Approved an $88,380 budget for the 
Club's 1978-79 fiscal year. A comprehensive 
report on this will appear in the August 
LTN. 

- Decided that no Club assessment be 
levied on sections' junior members who are 
such by way of any section's family member
ship. This has been a sore point with some 
sections for which the corporate assessment 
for junior members has been greater than 
what they receive for juniors under their 
family membership dues. The board also 
established $100 as the annual dues for In
stitutional Members, the new class of Club 
membership authorized under the Club by
laws adopted last May. 

- Approved permitting Auditor Newell 
Briggs to submit his annual audit of the 
Club's financial records to the board at its 
first meeting (probably September) follow
ing the annual meeting in May. The Auditor 
normally reports at the annual meeting it· 
self but Briggs is on an extended trip from 
April to early June and hence will be unable 
to conduct his audit immediately following 
the end of the Club's fiscal year, April 30. 

- Agreed to have the main Club take out 
fire insurance on any Long Trail shelter 
maintained by a section on which the sec
ti~n itself has not provided commercial fire 
insurance or self-insurance coverage by the 

end of this fiscal year. The board directed, 
however, that the Club's administration try 
to make an equitable arrangement for re
imbursement by the responsible section 
where such Club coverage was provided. 

LONG DISTANCE LT HIKERS 
NEEDED FOR SPECIAL STUDY 

We need your help! The GMC and 
U.S. Forest Service Backcountry Re
search Program in Durham, N.H. plan 
to conduct a study this summer which 
will rely on hikers to observe and re
cord various trail and shelter conditions 
as they hike all or a major part of the 
Long Trail system. Such long-distance 
hikers (those covering two or more divi
sions of the LT as described in the Guide 
Book of the Long Trail) will be given a 
notebook containing brief response 
fonns and simple instructions. Hiker 
observations will be recorded using 
check-off lists and short written entries. 
Please contact the GMC office in Mont
pelier if you would like to participate 
or wish more information. 

HIKING PARTNERS WANTED 

(1) Experienced female hiking partner 
sought, preferably from the northern N.J. 
area; to hike 1,188 miles at north and south 
ends of the Appalachian Trail; nine weeks 
-slaningJune 25; Mrs. Eileen Reid , 123 South 
Irving St .. Ridgewood, NJ 07450, Tel. 201-
652-7634. 

(2) 15-year-old boy seeks companion, any 
age, for backpacking on the Long Trail any 
time this summer from mid-July to Sept. 1; 
can be long or short trips; Timothy Thibault, 
RD #1 - Tullar Road, Swanton, VT 05488. 
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GMC Has Effect On Final Form Of AT Legislation 
By Preston Bristow, Jr. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Pres Bristow is the 
GMC's current administrative assistant and 
has served the Club in a number of field 
positions over the past several years. Last 
summer he worked for the National Park 
Service mapping out possible alternate routes 
for the stretch of Appalachian Trail between 
Vermont Rts. 100 and 12 which the GMC 
maintains. All of which is to say he has 
the background to wri'te knowledgably about 
this important piece of federal legislatz'on 
whz'ch he and &ecuti've Director Stephen 
Ri'ce have been watching closely. 

On Feb. 22, 1978 the U.S. Senate pa.ssed
by unanimous vote-their version of H.R. 
8803, a bill to amend the National Trails 
System Act commonly known as the Appala
chian Trail Bill. This action followed over
whelming support for H.R. 8803 the pre
vious October when the Appalachian Trail 
Bill swept through the U.S. House of Repre
sentatives on a vote of 409 to 12. Easy ac
ceptance of the Senate amendments by the 
House followed by President Carter's signa
ture on March 22 transformed into law an 
impressive vote of support for the hiking 
public. Under this legislation the National 
Park Service will be granted $90 million 
over the next three years to protect the 
Appalachian Trail by securing a permanent 
"trail corridor" for its 2,000-mile length. 

There are, of course, some 135 miles of 
AT in Vermont, about 98 of which follow 
the Long Trail from the Massachusetts line 
to Sherburne, and the balance from there 
to the New Hampshire line on the Connecti
cut River. In addition to basic responsibility 
for maintaining and protecting the LT, the 
GMC also maintains at least part of the AT 
which is separate from the LT. Hence the 
Club has had a vital interest in this legis
lation. 

Although seemingly a boon for hikers, the 
passage of H.R. 8803 was greeted in Ver
mont with sentiments ranging from accep
tance to simple resignation and even out
right opposition. Among the latter was that 
of a citizens' grouP. known as the Devil's Den 
Committee ("Devil's Den" is a natural land
mark in the Green Mountain National Forest 
which give its name to a U.S. Forest Service 
planning area encompassing portions of the 
towns of Danby, Wallingford, Mt. Tabor 
and Tinmouth). The committee branded 
the legislation an "insidious land grab," and 
an official of the town of Pittsford termed 
it "the federal government's high-handed 
takeover of the Trail." As details of the bill 
became known, three Vermont landowners 
closed their land tq the AT (all three were 
off the LT portion of the AT on trail main
tained by the Dartmouth Outing Club), and 
many other;s have requested the Trail routing 
across their property be changed. There was 
also one wary Long Trail landowner in 
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northern Vermont who was not actually af
fected by the legislation. But after reading 
a front-pas-e Burlington Free Press article 
on protectJon of the AT in southern Ver
mont, he requested that the GMC route the 
LT off his property this sum.mer - just in 
easel 

What specifically does H.R. 8803 authorize 
the National Park Service to do? To see the 
big picture requires stepping back ten years 
to October, 1968 when Congress first es
tablished the National Scenic Trails System 
and designated the Appalachian Trail and 
Pacific Crest Trail as the first National Scenic 
Trails. For the AT, the primary intent of 
this designation was to protect the Trail where 
it utilizes private land from the constant 
threat of relocation and disruption by en
croaching development. This would be done 
through the acquisition of a permanent 200-
foot-wide right-of-way. There was one major 
shortcoming, however: the 1968 legislation 

KILLINGTON SETS EXAMPLE 

A gold srar should be awarded to the 
GMC's Killington Section for its efforts 
at getting the word out to Appalachian 
Trail landowners. Under the leadership 
of Carl and Nancy Schmidt, Section per
sonnel telephoned each of the 29 property 
owners along their 21-mile stretch of 
Trail to inform them of the local AT 
hearing held in Rutland, and later sent 
each landowner minutes of the hearing 
with their comments. Each landowner has 
also been included on the mailing list for 
the Section's Smoke and Blazes newsletter, 
and each was even invited to the Sec
tion's annual Sugar-on-Snow party! The 
GMC- both the main Club and sec
tions- needs to follow the Killington Sec
tion's lead in fostering this sort of relation
ship and communication with landowners 
up and down the Long Trail. 

authorized only $5 million for protection of 
the AT. H.R. 8803 remedies this situation 
by increasing the authorization of funds from 
$5 million to $90 million over the next three 
years, and also increases the Park Service's 
condemnation authority from 25 acres per 
mile (200-foot corridor) to 125 acres per 
mile, or a corridor potentially 1000 feet in 
width. 

It might be noted here that the Park 
Service deals with acquisition of right-of-way 
for the AT (and other National Scenic Trails) 
over private lands which are outside the 
jurisdiction of another key federal agency 
mentioned above, the U.S. Forest Service 
(USFS). In Vermont the latter administers 
the Green Mountain National Forest, through 
which the LT-AT passes, and has responsi
bility for the AT within the GMNF bound
aries. Since 1968, the USFS has been ac
quiring trail corridor for the AT within those 
boundaries, only about 40% of which is 

now actually owned by the federal govern
ment. The Forest Service, not the Park Ser
vice, will continue to administer the ac
quisition program within the GMNF. 

If there was any one thing about the AT 
Bill that especially upset Vermont property 
owners, it was the specter of eminent domain , 
the right of government to take private 
property for public use. Was this their re
ward, grumbled landowners, that after more 
than 50 years of allowing hikers across their 
land, the government could just take their 
land from them? Of course, if the Park 
Service did, it would purchase land at fair 
market value and in addition buy land par
cels made inacc~ble by the acquisition of 
the trail corridor. Some landowners, though, 
for various reasons, simply do not want to 
sell. 

The Green Mountain Club has been aware 
of private landowner sentiment long before 
H.R. 8803 was introduced in Congress. In 
fact, when a resolution precursory to H.R. 
8803 was brought before the Appalachian 
National Scenic Trail Advisory Council 
(ANSTAC) in May, 1977 urging the federal 
government to act immediately to protect 
the AT through direct land acquisition, the 
GM C's ANST AC representative, John 
Nufforc, cast the only dissenting vote. 

The Club's dis.senting vote certainly didn't 
reflect any feeling on our part that the AT 
doesn't need protection . It is estimated that 
some 30 ra.il relocations are made on the 
AT each year, and last summer over 160 
miles of the AT followed public roads. 
Rather, the GMC voted against the resolu
tion because it lacked flexibility to deal with 
difficult landowner situations. And land
owner situations can get difficult. 

For example, it took four years to pass 
legislation establishing the 7 ,200-acre Bristol 
Cliffs Wilderness Area within the GMNF 
purchase boundary, and only four months in 
1976 for a group of hard-hitting, well
publicized Vermont landowners to get the 
act amended and reduce Bristol Cliffs by 
37% to 3,775 acres. 

Following the initial passage of H.R. 8803 
by the House of Representatives last October, 
the GMC and other organizations including 
the Vermont Natural Resources Council 
worked hard, and successfully, to build flexi
bility into the Senate version of the AT Bill. 
Added in the Senate version was language 
encouraging the role of the volunteer in 
"promoting, protecting, and maintaining 
the Trail"; specifying that the identification 
of a carrying capacity for the Trail "not. .. 
necessarily be used to limit the number of 
hikers"; and encouraging a flexible approach 
in protecting the Trail through the use of 
cooperative agreements and easements, 
along with the purchase of land from willing 
sellers, with eminent domain to be used as a 
"tool of last resort." The significance of the 
GMC's input was illustrated by the fact that 
a letter by Steve Rice, our executive director, 
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was one of only four letters included in the 
Congressi"onal Record as having formed the 
basis for the Senate amendments. 

Stretching before us now is the long and 
rocky road of actual landowner contact and 
ne~otiatioi;i for som~ 60 miles of Appala
chian Trail under pnvate ownership in Ver
mont. But progress along that road is under
way .. and a series of public informaLional 
heanngs on the AT protection process have 
already been held under the sponsorship of 
local planning commissions. Persons attend
ing have included representatives from the 
National Park Service, the Vermont Agency 
of Environmental Conservation, the Appala
chian Trail Conference, and the GMC. The 
Club sees itself as having an important dual 
responsibility in this process: that of insuring 
that the needs of both hikers and property 
owners are met by routing the Trail in areas 
and under conditions most favorable to land
owners while at the same time keeping it 
on the best terrain for hiking. 

GMNF Wilderness Areas Review, 
Unit Planning Both Under Way 

Perhaps the greatest challenge before the 
GMC and each of the 64 clubs which main
tain the Appalachian Trail will be to in
fluence future management once the entire 
T~a~l is ':1nder federal protection. Will ad
mmistrauon of the AT by the National Park 
Service, and the resultant nationwide pub
licity, increase use and diminish the wilder
ness character of the Trail? Should there be 
some degree of standardization between the 
steep, boggy, and rugged nature of the AT 
in New England and the upgraded nature 
of the Trail with switchbacks, lesser inclines, 
and a graded treadway in southern states? 
Could uniform sign, shelter, and outhouse 
specifications develop that might harm the 
uniqueness and individuality of the Trail, 
or will regional variations be allowed? Should 
paved parking lots and roadside picnic areas 
be added at major highway crossings? Will 
federal administration create paperwork and 
uniform standards that could deflate volun
teer enthusiasm? 

Incidentally, it was because of unanswered 
questions such as these and a desire for con
tinued local control, that the Green Moun
t~in Club and the Vennom Agency 0f En
vironmental Conservation requested in 1972 
that the remaining 165 miles of the Long 
Trail not be considered for inclusion in the 
National Scenic Trails System. 

The GMC has been pleased to note that 
present officials of the Appalachian Trail 
Project Office appear willing to cooperate 
and compromise on many issues of trail 
management and policy. Since the ultimate 
authority will nevertheless rest with them, 
it is incumbent that the Club continue in 
an active and constructive role. 

These are complex, exciting, and poten
tially crucial times; your GMC directors and 
Club staff need your comments and support 
now more than ever. 

By Stephen Rice, Executive Director 

Prospects for creating six additional 
Wilderness Areas in Vermont as well as the 
U.S. Forest Service's (USFS) so-called Unit 
~Janning process have been affected by two 
unportant developments. Both these topics 
were discussed in an article in the February 
LTN. 

First, the Forest Service has completed its 
study of the six tracts of land within the 
Green Mountain National Forest (GMNF) 
which were accepted by USFS headquarters 
as having potential for Wilderness designa· 
tion as defined by federal law. The Vermont 
US!S office in Rutland is now drafting a 
senes of management alternatives for the 
55,000-plus acres which the tracts encompass 
(the Long Trail crosses three* of them). A 
draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
con~a.ining .these alt~mati~es with maps and 
additional mformauon will be available for 
pub~ic review and comment by mid-June. 

Either a 60- or 90-day review period will 
fo.llow, during which informational meetings 
will be held by the Forest Service in at least 
three Vermont communities. It is important 
that GMC'ers interested in the Wilderness 
issue obtain a copy of the EIS, which also 
describes how to submit your views (see be
low). And your opinions will count! 

The second development of interest is the 
Unit Planning process, which got under way 
late last year. The Unit Plan, when com
plete, will guide management of the GMNF 
for at least ten years. 

The first phase of the 1 Y.! -year process is 
nearly complete. It involved the creation of a 
public "Working Group" (the GMC partici
pated) whose task was to identify a series of 
management concerns for the entire GMNF. 
~he grou~ spent many hours developing a 
hst of options for some 19 activities which 
occur now, or could occur, in the National 
Forest. 

Activities range from traditional land uses 
like timber harvesting and recreation to 
more innovative uses such as conversion to 
rangeland for beef cattle or sheep (some
thing considerable of this land was used for 
prior to 19001) and a significant supplier of 
energy in the form of fuel wood. 

A goal of Unit Planning is to produce a 
p~an which National Forest users are happy 
~th. Therefore, a brochure describing op· 
uons for managing various activities on 
GMNF land was prepared by the Working 
Group for public review and comment. 
Forest Service personnel have reviewed the 
list. and added comments. You are urged to 
wnte for the brochure and participate in the 

THE CON SID ERA TE HIKER... •A correction of the figure "four" given in 
.. .leaves a good supply of firewood under the February, L TN report. In addition, 
cover for the next hiker who may arrive in however, the Long Trail does cross the 
the dark or in the rain. .. existing Lye Brook Wilderness Area. 
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planning and decision-making process. As 
with the Wilderness EIS, this is a chance to 
"have your say". 

The Unit Plan brochure also contains 
sim.ple instructions for making your response. 
This brochure and/ or the Wilderness Area 
EIS may be obtained by writing: Supervisor, 
Green Mountain National Forest, P.O. Box 
519, Rutland, VT 05701. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS WANTED 

Committees of the Green Mountain 
Club's board of directors can play a major 
role in developing policy and programs 
for the Club. With the GMC's annual 
meeting coming up and the start of a 
new fiscal year which that portends, a new 
roster of committees will be established 
in the neai: futu~e . The membership of 
such committees is by no means limited to 
directors only bul can include other GMC 
members as well. As such, the Club would 
very much like to hear from members 
who wo~_d like to §.CJ.Ve i11 th.at capacity. 

Prescnbed by the Clubs bylaws are 
the following standing committees: Nomi
nating, Budget and Finance, Caretaker 
and Ranger Programs, Guide Books, 
Membership, Public Information, and 
Trails and Shelters. Other ongoing com
mittees operating during the past year have 
been the Legal, Insurance and Endow
ment, and Long-Range Planning Com
mittees. Another which may well be es
tablished is a Summer Expedition Com
mittee. This would develop recommen
dations to the board of directors for fu
ture extended trips for GMC members 
comparable to this summer's scheduled 
Western Expedition to the Canadian 
Rockies. 

Any GMC'er interested and willing to 
serve on a committee should send word 
to Executive Director Stephen Rice, Box 
889, Montpelier, VT 05602. Let him 
know on which particular committee or 
committees you would like to serve and/ 
or what s~cial skills or interests you have· 
to offer if you are open to assignment 
on any committee. Send your notice 
promptly so as to be sure you are in
cluded for consideration when the 1978-
79 committees are formed. 

FLASH - BUCHANAN BURNS 

Buchanan Lodge on the Bamforth Ridge 
Trail on Camel's Hump was destroyed by 
fire on April 17. A stove at the lodge had 
been removed but a metal protective plate 
underneath it had remained. Two campers 
(apparently like others before them) had had 
a campfire on the plate. The destructive fire 
was the result of this thoughtiess action. More 
in the August L TN. 
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BOAST A BUMPER STICKER ON YOUR BUGGY AND BOOST BURLINGTON'S BANKJlOLL-That's the word from the Burlington Section which 
is producing and selling this GMC bumper sticker to raise funds for the Section's support of the Club's ranger a.nd caretaker programs. The design - which 
is printed in, what else, grr;en - is a revision. of the original design .of Cathy Frank.which Burlington ~tion mcmbc:n h~d v~ the bes~ of ~ree submit~ 
in a dciign contest early th11 year (other cntnes came from Jay Collier and Peg Whitson). But at that pomt the bumper sucker bu got a bu sticky. Vermont s 
new Lotttty Commission came out with a logo design which included a representation of th.e Green Mountain ridgeline very much like Cathy's. Since the 
lottery logo appeared fint, the Burlington Section didn't want to "take a chance" on possible confusion so Cathy's design was modified to what is 5CCn here. 
GMC'crs can order sti.cken from Lind.a Thoma, 40 Birchwood Drive, Colchester, VT 05446. Coet is $1.00 each plw Z5 cenis for mailing. Make cheeks payable 
to Burlington Section, GMC. The Section will aho be selling them at the GMC's annual meeting get-together the end of May (see story elsewhere). 

New Taylor On Tap; Burlington Section Builds Again 
Plans have been approved for the Burling

ton Section's construction of a replacement 
for Taylor Lodge, which burned last Sep
tember. The new structure - the Section's 
second in three years - will be unlike any 
other on the Long Trail, combining features 
of both the classic open shelter and closed 
camp. In the words of Section President 
Jan Abbott, it is intended to be "a fitting 
memorial to James P. Taylor, founder of 
the Green Mountain Club." 

All GMC'ers are invited to turn out Satur
day, June 5, to aid in the big job of trans
porting materials to the construction site. 
More about that in a moment but first some 
details about the new Taylor Lodge. 

The 24-by-18-foot building will be built 
facing Lake Mansfield on the same site in 
Nebraska Notch as the old lodge. However, 
it will be a frame, not log, structure with 
vertical siding of rough boards and battens. 
It will have an open-face front porch with 
a railing and area for two tables. This porch 
will be attached to a semi-enclosed bunk· 

room which will accommooate - up to 20 
people. The bunk.room will have five hinged, 
wooden hatch-windows (no glass). It will 
have no stove. There will be double-thick 
flooring under both the porch and bunk
room. An overhanging roof on the back of 
the shelter will provide outside storage. The 
roof will be black-painted corrugated steel. 

After some general discussion by Burling
ton Sectioneers at their annual meeting Jan. 
21, a special committee was appointed by 
President Abbott to prepare plans for the 
new lodge. Members were Jack Lance, chair
man, Madeline Miles, Dot Myer, Dane Short· 
sleeve and Dick Sirola. Their proposal was 
subsequently approved by the main Club's 
trails and shelters chairman (Lee Allen) and 
its board of directors. 

The construction itself will be carried out 
this spring and summe~ under the super
vision of Lance and S1rola, who are co
chainnen of the Section's Properties Com
mittee. Materials have already been ordered 
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and construction begun - though not on 
the site yeti Pieces for the framework are 
being cut and fitted in a garage in Burling· 
ton. They will then be coded with numbers, 
disassembled and, along with other building 
materials, carried to the site for reconstruc
tion there. 

The day for the big carry-in is that Satur
day, June 5. GMC'ers willing to help are 
asked to meet at 9:30 a.m. (or anytime 
thereafter) at the Lake Mansfield Trout 
Club at the end of the Nebraska Valley 
Road in Stowe. That's a continuation of the 
main road which turns off Vermont Rt. 100 
and leads to, and through, the village of 
Moscow. Watch for instructions at the Trout 
Club on where to park. 

While it is not intended to downplay the 
physical effort involved, carrying materials to 
Taylor Lodge site will, in the Lance's words, 
be "nothing like the carry co Puffer Shelter 
in 1975." That was about three miles (one 
wayl), compared to the approximate %-mile 
to Taylor. That's the good news. The "bad" 
news is that a lot more materials are needed 
for what will be a structure significantly 
larger and more complex than Puffer. So 
participants in the Taylor carry will be en
couraged to make two or more trips. 

But back to the good news. At the end of 
each upward trek you can refresh yourself 
with a cool drink of some kind to be pro
vided by the Burlington Section. Not only 
that but the Section is also offering a hot 
noon-time meal to participants. Evelyn 
Hickey is the chef in charge, though she 
hasn't yet decided on the menu. But she 
does ask that those who would like the meal 
to let her know by May 30 at 246 Crescent 
Road, Burlington, VT 05401, Tel. 802-865-
4697. She also reports that a small fee will 
likely be charged to cover the cost of the 
food itself. 

The Burlington Section is planning a 
Grand Opening celebration for the new 
Taylor Lodge on Saturday, Sept. 2 (Labor 
Day Weekend). All GMC'ers are invited. 

Details in the August L TN. 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Editor 

ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR 
WESTERN EXPEDITION 

The GMC Western Expedition is "ex
pediting," which is to say it's definitely going 
as planned. Executive Director Steve Rice 
reports that 23 GMC'ers have signed up and 
made their deposits, more than enough to 
go ahead with final arrangements. 

As reported in the February L TN, the 
Expedition is the GMC's offering of a twelve
day adventure, July 25-Aug. 4, to the heart 
of the Canadian Rockies in British Columbia. 
The per person cost is about $680. At the 
doorstep of the alpine hut which will be base 
cainp will be opportunities for a variety of 
day hikes to and across alpine meadows, 
glaciers and above-treeline heights. Climbs 
of one or more 10,000-foot peaks will also 
be available, and some participants are ex
pected to join in a four-day, 35-mile back
pack trip. Arranging all this under Rice's 
direction is the Club's outfitter, Canadian 
Mountain Holidays, Hans Gmoser, presi
dent. A combination of bus and plane trans
portation is part of the Expedition package 
but at least four of the participants will be 
traveling via the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

The GMC group, made up of both at
large and section members, will be a motley 
one in other ways. The 15 females and 10 
males include one family of four and various 
singles and couples. The youngest is 15 and 
the oldest - well, who knows. Participants 
hail from Canada, Vermont, Connecticut, 
New York, Rhode Island, Massachusetts 
and - California. 

Perhaps as significant as the good response 
to this initial GMC offering itself is the in
terest expressed in future expeditions. Rice 
heard from over 40 others who, for various 
reasons, couldn't participate this year but 
were definitely interested in future offerings. 

Long Trail News 



The following is a list of publications and 
other materials relating to the Green Moun
tain Club and the Long Trail, indicating 
where each can be obtained and its cost, if 
any. Abbreviations used: HQ means GMC 
headquarters, Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05602; 
SASE means Self-Addressed Stamped En
velope (send the large size, No. 10). 

Membenhip 
Membenhip - Individuals can JOIIl the 

Green Mountain Club in either of two ways, 
At Large (membership in the main Club only) 
or Section (membership in one of the Club's 
13 local and regional units known as sections; 
section membership automatically means 
membership in the main Club as well). Write 
HQ for dues schedules and other informa
tion about both forms of membership. 

Patches, Decals, Etc. 
(These items available only to GMC members) 

GMC Patch - Cloth patch of GMC em
blem, yellow and green, for sleeve or pack; 
order from HQ; $1.00 and SASE. 

End-to-End Patch - Cloth emblem, 
"END-TO-END," which fits adjacent to the 
GMC patch; only those who have been certi
fied as completing the Long Trail can order 
this and must be GMC members (see listing 
below for information about End-to-End re
quirements); order from HQ; 50 cents plus 
SASE. 

GMC Decal - Decal of the GMC emblem 
in green on white with water-soluble glue for 
affixing on car windshield or other see-through 
surface; order from HQ; 50 cents plus SASE. 

GMC Paraphernalia - All the following 
items are produced and sold by the Burlington 
Section to raise funds for Section operations; 
order from Cathy Frank, 31 Bilodeau Parkway, 
Burlington, VT 05401; make checks payable 
to Burlington Section, GMC; for the T-shirts 
be sure to specify No. 1 or No. 2 in your 
order. (1) T-Shirt No. 1 - Yellow, cotton, 
colorfast T-shirt with 8 inch GMC emblem in 
green; adult sizes, small, medium and large; 
$4.00 plus 12 cents sales tax (to Vermont 
residents) plus 50 cents mailing charge; allow 
two to four weeks for delivery. Also, as demand 
warrants, children's sizes 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12, 
white with green emblem. will also be pro
duced: $2.55 plus th,e 50 cents; order from 
Cathy (with a separate check) but be prepared 
for some delay until sufficient orders accumu
late. (2) T-Shin No.·2 - Yellow, cotton, color
fast T-shirt with the following P.rinted on the 
back in orange: a series of silhouette foot
prints incorporated into the message, "LEA VE .. 
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NOTHING BUT FOOTPRINTS;" adult sizes 
only (small, medium, large); charges the same 
as T-Shirt No. 1. (3) Neckerchief-Cravat -
Large, triangular-shaped, cotton neckerchief, 
a multi-purpose, handy item to have on the 
trail and in camp; available in beige and 
light blue with GMC emblem printed in green 
(when ordering, be sure to specify the base 
color desired); $2.50 plus 25 cents mailing 
charge. 

GMC Bumper Sticker - Another Burling
ton Section fund-raising item is this promo
tional bumper sticker (printed in green) which 
identifies the Club after catching the eye with 
the appropriate hiking message, "Take The 
High Road;" $1.00 each plus 25 cents mailing 
charge (make checks payable to Burlington 
Section, GMC); order from Linda Thoma, 
40 Birchwood Drive, Colchester, VT 05446 . 

GMC Stationery - GMC letterheads (8 ~ 
x 11 in.) and No. 10 envelopes; available for 
official use by GMC officers, both main Club 
and sections; request from HQ; no charge. 

Information About GMC 

Bylaws - The Club's current bylaws are 
available on request from HQ(with SASE). 

Long Trail Maintenance - A listing of 
the portions of Long Trail which the different 
sections are responsible for maintaining, to
gether with the sections' trails and shelters 
officers; request from HQ with SASE. 

End-to-End Requirements - A descrip
tion of what's needed to qualify for certifica
tion as a Long Trail End-to-Ender; request 
(with SASE) from HQ. 

Membership Report - Data on GMC 
membership, both section and at-large, as of 
May 1, 1977, with comparison to previous 
years; request copy (with SASE) from HQ. 

Trail Guides, Maps, Hiking Advice, Etc. 

"Guide Book of the Long Trail" - A 
complete description of the Trail and its shel
ters plus detailed maps and hiking advice; 
21st edition published in 1977, a major re
vision and updating of the 20th edition; this is 
a must for anyone planning extended use of 
the Long Trail; $3.00 for GMC members, 
$4.50 for non-members; order from HQ (add 
50 cents for mailing). 

"Day Hiker's Vermont Sampler" - GMC 
folder with map of Vermont and information 
describing 19 day-hikes on the LT and else
where; order from HQ; free with SASE. 

"Day Hiker's Guide To Vermont" - This 
first edition of a new GMC publication de
scribes more than 200 short trails, almost all 
wholly separate from the Long Trail system; 
~ormat similar to LT Gu£de Book (above); 
includes map.s and general hiking information; 
$3.50 for GMC members. $4.95 for non
members, plus 50 cents mailing charge; order 
from HQ. 

Mt. Mansfield Map - 10 x 12 in. map on 
"weather-proof' paper (folded to pocketsize) 
of Mt. Mansfield region showing all trails and 
related features; map is essentially the same as 
that in the Guide Book but with added de
scriptive notes and other information; order 
from HQ; 50 cents plus SASE. 

Mt. Mansfield Booklet - "The Tundra 
Trail ... life, man & the ecosystem on top 
of Mt. Mansfield - A Self-Guiding Walk;" 
order from HQ; 25 cents plus SASE. 

Information Leaflets "Suggestions 
For Use Of The Long Trail By Backpacking 
Group.s" and "Winter Use Of The Long Trail;" 

order from HQ; free with SASE. 
Checklist Cards · Wallet-sized, waterproof 

cards carrying an equipment checklist for 
backpackers and a list of practices hikers should 
observe on the LT (and elsewhere); good to 
pass out to new GMC'ers or to hikers you 
meet on the trail; order from HQ; free. 

Slide Show - A slide show with taped 
narration, "Backpacking on the Long Trail." 
is available from HQ; this reviews the GMC's 
recommended organization of. and preparations 
by, youth groups for backpacking trips; request 
information from HQ about ordering this 
(send SASE). 

Outings Information - List of representatives 
of the GMC sections to contact for copies 
of their respective outings schedules; request 
from HQ(with SASE). 

"Vermont Guide to State Parks and Forest 
Recreation Areas" - Free brochure gives 
general information about camping and day 
use activities (including hiking) in these areas 
and has a directory listing the names and 
locations of each area with telephone numbers 
and mailing addresses (some areas have separate 
maps, which show hiking trails and other 
features, available from their managers); order 
from Department of Forests and Parks, Agency 
of Environmental Conservation, Montpelier, 
VT05602. 

Green Mountain National Forest - 17 l.f! x 
32 in . U.S. Forest Service map of the GMNF 
with information about facilities, management 
and regulations governing the area's use (50 
cents · a pocketsize version of this same map 
but with less information about facilities. 
is available free); also available are larger 
scale maps of the northern and southern halves 
of the GMNF (50 cents each) plus maps of 
the new Bristol Cliffs and Lye Brook Wilderness 
Areas (free). IMPORTANT: A permit for use 
of the wilderness areas is required; the permits 
themselves (there's no fee) and information 
about them are available both from the 
GMNF (see below) and the GMC (write HQ). 
Other publications of interest to hikers and 
campers also available; order from Forest 
Supervisor, Green Mountain National Forest, 
Rutland , VT 05701. 

Technical Reports - The following are 
recently-published reports which may be seen 
and read at Club headquarters at 43 State 
St., Montpelier (see previous "Pack Baskets" 
for listings of other, earlier reports): 

"Guidelines for Design and Location of 
Overnight Backcountry Facilities" and "Guide
lines for Constructing Overnight Backcountry 
Facilities," 1977, USDA-Forest Service, Back
country Research Project, Durham, N.H., 2 
vols. - A practical and up-to-date set of 
guidelines for the location and construction 
of trail shelters and tenting areas; some dis
cussion of facilities on the Long Trail. 

"Some Flora of Camel's Hump State Park," 
1977, The Green Mountain Club, 10 pgs. -
A general survey listing of the upper-elevation 
plant-life on Camel's Hump identified by the 
GMC/State Ranger-Naturalists and GMC 
Caretakers in 1977. 

The GMC Book Store 
In addition to the publications listed here, 

the Club is now stocking a number of other 
publications including regional guides to flora 
and fauna and guide books and maps to cer
tain trails in New Hampshire and New York 
as well as Vermont. In most cases GMC mem
bers get at least a 15 per cent discount off 
the price paid by non-members. See the price 
list and order form on other side. 
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The GMC Book Store 
Books from The GMC Book Store can get you there and back, summer and winter, and can 
even help you appreciate nature's beauty a little more along the way! Club members receive a 
15 per cent discount on non-GMC books - and an even larger discount on GMC publications! 
Please use the ordtr form below, enclose your check or money order payable to The Green 
Mountain Club, and send to P.O. Box 889. Montpelier. VT 05602. The mailing and handling 
charge is 50 cents for one to three books, plus 25 cents for each additional two books. All books 
are shipped at book rate postage; add 50 cents if you would like them mailed Special Handling, 
which goes the speed of First Class Mail. Maps go postage-free when ordered with a book; if 
only a map (or maps) is ordered, send a self-addressed stamped envelope (large size). 

ITEM 

Green Mountain Club Publications 
Guide Book of the Long Trail 
Day Hiker's Guide To Vermont 
Trail Map: Mt. Mansfield Region 

Other Vermont Trail Guides 
Guide to the Trails of Ascutney Mountain, Ascutn~ Trails Association 

Appalachian Trail Map (Vermont Rt. 12 to New Hampshire 
Rt. 112), Dartmouth Outing Club 

New Hampshire Trail Guides 
White Mountain Guide, Appalachian Mountain Club 
Guide to Mt. Washington and the Presi"dential Range, Appalachian Mountain Club 

New York Trail Guide 
Guide to Adzrondack Trails, High Peaks Region, Adirondack Mountain Club 

Natural History 
Field Guide to Mountain Flowers of New England, Appalachian Mountain Club 
Trees and Shrubs of Northern New England, New Hampshire Forest Society 
Birds of Vermont (not a field guide), Green Mountain Audubon Society 

Winter Guides 
Winter Hiking and Camping, Adirondack Mountain Club 
Ski Tounng Guide, Ski Touring Council 

Trail Maintenance 

QUAN-
TITY 

PRICE 
GMC'ers 

$3.00 
$3.50 
$ .50 

$1.30 

$ .35 

$6.80 
$3.35 

$6.40 

$5.55 
$2.15 
$4.20 

$4.75 
$3.00 

Non-
GMC'ers 

$4.50 
$4.95 
$ .50 

$1.50 

$ .35 

$8.00 
$3.95 

$7.50 

$6.50 
$2.50 
$4.95 

$5.60 
$3.50 

AMOUNT 

Held Guide to Trail Building and Maintenance, Appalachian Mountain Club -- $4.20 $4.95 

Sub-Total ___ _ 
3% Vt. Sales Tax (orders to Vt. addresses) ___ _ 

Mailing Charge ___ _ 
TOT AL (payment enclosed) ___ _ 

SHIP TO (please print): NAME 

___ I am a GMC member ___ I am not a GMC member 
___ I would like to become a GMC member. Please send me information and an application. 
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Connecticut Section Publishes Pamphlet 
To aid in its ongoing efforts to recruit 

new members, the Connecticut Section has 
recently produced a handsome new brochure 
entitled "The Green Mountain Club And 
You." 

Printed in black on yellow paper stock, the 
folder provides a basic description of the 
Club and its section and their relationship. 
It then goes on to tell about the Long Trail 

A TAILOR-MADE LODGE 

Editor's Note: Coming under not-so-serz'ous 
consz'deratz'on by the Burlington Secti'on s 
planners of the new Taylor Lodge were the 
fallowing recommendatz'ons set to verse and 
submz'tted by the Sectz'on s long-ti'me actz've 
member, Marion Holmes of Middlebury. 
The poem first appeared z'n the Sections 
own newsletter, Rz'dge Lines. 

I slept in a lean-to at 10 below 
And now there are lots of things I know 
That I would do if I were the guys 
To design New Taylor, and surprise 
The hardy souls who'll be sleeping there 
And breathing in that good fresh air. 

Standard equipment ought to be 
A snowblower, for you see, 
Bedding down on a layer of ice 
Is definitely not what you'd call nice. 

Since electric power's a dirty word 
And solar heat is much of heard, 
A solar panel in the roof, converted, 
Could heat electric blankets in all packs 

inserted. 

Since rumored it is, there are those who 
snore, 

You could vent the sound through roof or 
door 

With masks and pipes, like on a plane, 
Perhaps not needed during a hard rain. 

Since a lean-to hazard rather abrupt 
Is bumping the head when straightening up, 
The roof should be of rubber sponge; 
No danger then from a sudden lunge. 

It seems so foolish to have the fire 
And picnic table outside the lair. 
A conversation pit with sunken coals 
Would better achieve fellowship goals. 

Since backpacking means to carry weight 
And pounds of food will alter gait, 
A concession is the thing that's needed, 
Howard Johnson's sign would sure be heeded. 

And finally, who wants to climb 
To reach the goal on heights sublime? 
An escalator is the needed thing, 
All hikers it would to Taylor bring. 

and the 10-mile stretch which the Connec
ticut Section maintains, and about the Sec
tion's governance, activities and publications 
(the main Club's publications are also men
tioned). It closes with an invitation to readers 
to join the Section and provides the dues 
schedule and the name and address of some
body to contact for more information. 

Preparing the brochure's text :was Dave 
Gonci, the Section's Vice President for Ac
tivities, with aid and suggestions from other 
Section members and a final review by its 
executive committee. The Connecticut Sec
tion logo on the cover (see cut) and two 

THE 
GREEN MOUNTAIN 

CLUB 
ruut Jjou 

illustrations were prepared by Barbara van 
Winkelen. And thanks to arrange~ents 
made by Section Treasurer Dick Smith, 
1, 000 copies of the brochure were nicely 
printed by students in a printing class at 
Bristol (Conn.) High School. 

Present Section members will have the 
leaflet to pass out to prospective members. 
In addition, copies are being placed in vari
ous sporting goods stores, with youth hostel 
groups, and in offices or stores where mem
bers of the Section's executive committee 
are employed. 

According to Tony Shookus, who pro
vided the above information, it's too early 
yet to measure the new brochure's impact 
in attracting additional members to the 
Connecticut Section. But if anything should 
help, it's this well-written and attractive 
folder. 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Editor 

BOOK REVIEW 

Roioli Schweiker, Canoe Camping: Vermont 
& New Hampshire Rivers, A Guide to 600 
Miles of Rivers for a Day, Weekend or Week 
of Canoeing, Somersworth, N.H., New 
Hampshire Publishing Company, 1977, 91 
p., softcover, $4.95. You have to feel sorry for J.P.T. 

That he these marvels couldn't see, 
But I believe that he'd approve -
Or would he cry, "Remove! Remove!"? 

The publisher's blurb on the cover sounds 
... promising: "Here for the first time in an 
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open [?) illustrated format is a guide to over 
600 miles of rivers through some of New 
England's most unspoiled countryside ... " 
And, it goes on: "Individual maps, photo
graphs, summary tables, and a wide variety of 
pers0nal comments on campsites, fishing 
spots, picnic areas, short side hikes, e".en 
historical sites along river banks all combme 
to make this book the answer to a long 
recognized need for the canoeist [italics 
added)." 

Does it? I honestly don't think so, and I 
will attempt to explain why. 

The author, Roioli Schweiker, is an ac
complished canoeist and outdoorswoman 
who in Canoe Campirig: Vermont & New 
Hampsh£re Ri'vers describes 14 trips in some 
detail. The trips vary in lengch from under 
20 to over 80 miles, but can easily be di
vided into briefer jaunts with her instructions. 
Some of the rivers are white water, some are 
flat water, most are both. Mrs. Schweiker 
does a competent job when it comes to 
classifying rapids. She is concerned for your 
welfare, and nobody who follows her advice 
will go shooting over an unexpected hydro 
dam unintentionally. So far, so good. 

It is when I start looking for the other 
things I have been promised that I, as a 
consumer, feel let down. 

The maps for each canoe trip employ 
black lines of varying thickness for all man -
ners of roads, rivers, and tributaries. I had 
difficulty telling them apart sometimes. A 
little color would have been helpful, but was 
probably deemed too expensive by the pub
lisher. I wish the cumulative distances men
tioned in the text were shown on the maps. 
That also goes for campgrounds, side hikes, 
and historic sites. In fairness to Mrs. Schweiker 
it should be said that she recommends the 
book be used with a highway map and U.S. 
Geological Survey topographic maps. 

She likewise recommends that you obtain 
an official listing of campsites and state 
parks. I would have to concur. The camp
sites mentioned in the book are sometimes 
few and far between. 

The historic material Mrs. Schweiker in
cludes is quite intriguing. I especially liked 
the sections about log drives on the Connec
ticut and Hannah Duston's flight down the 
ice-strewn Merrimack on a March morning 
in 1697, away from her Indian captors. But 
there could have been more. What about the 
Winooski and the Allen brothers' Onion 
River Company? Or the puzzling name of 
the Lemon Fair? 

In conclusion, I think Canoe Camping 
will be most useful to newcomers to Vermont 
and New Hampshire canoeing. It will sell 
in bookstores in Boston and New York, and 
the buyer will have a reliable guide to some 
of the more accessible rivers in the two states. 

As for myself, I will probably stick to 
my copy of The A.M. C. New England 
Canoeing Guide - which Mrs. Schweiker 
helped edit. Its listings are more extensive 
and, besides, it fits snugly in the pocket of 
my old windbreaker. 

REIDUN D. NUQUIST 
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The Nature Conservancy announced Dec. 
30 that it has purchased over fifteen square 
miles of wild mountain and forest land near 
Stowe, Vermont, including several summits 
over 3,000 feet and an entire watershed. 
The 10,600-acre project is the largest ever 
undertaken in New England by the national 
non-profit conservation organization. Lo
cated in Washington, Chittenden, and 
Lamoille Counties, the land will be held in 
trust for the State of Vermont as critical 
additions to Mt. Mansfield State Forest, Put
nam State Forest and Camel's Hump State 
Park. 

The property was sold by Burt Forests, 
Inc. for $1,575,000, a figure well below the 
appraised value of $2,135,000. Plans call for 
the State to buy the land from the Con
servancy using matching funds from the 
Federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, 
Land & Water Conservation Fund, and 
State monies. James E. Wilkinson, Jr., Ver
mont's Commissioner of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation, said it will probably be two to 
three years before the State secures aU the 
funds.needed to complete the purchase. 

And $1 00, 000 must be raised from pri · 
vate sources to secure the project. Johannes 
Von Trapp, of the family portrayed in the 
movie, "The Sound of Music," and general 
manager of the Trapp Family Lodge in 
Stowe, is serving as chairman of a local 
fund-raising committee (and see box). 

"We are most fortunate", said Von Trapp, 
"to have this chance to protect these lands 
with their unpolluted streams, the best ex-

HOW TO DONATE 
GMC'ers wanting to help The Nature 

Conservancy in the essential fund-raising 
effort for the Burt Forests project are 
asked to send donations to the Conser
vancy's Eastern Regional Office at 294 
Washington St., Room 851, Boston, 
MA 02108. Checks should be made 
payable to The Nature Conservancy and 
all contributions are tax deductible. 

ample of a glacial cirque east of the Rockies, 
a spectacular waterfall, and miles of the 
verdant forest which make Vermont so 
special." 

The announcement was of special interest 
to the Green Mountain Club because over 
five miles of Long Trail and several con
necting trails and one shelter lie on lands 
involved in the transaction. Expressing the 
GMC's appreciation for the transaction's 
probable beneficial effect on the Long Trail 
system was the Club's executive director, 
Steve Rice. He attended the press conference 
at the Trapp Family Lodge at which the 
announcement was made. 

Dr. Hubert Vogelmann of Jericho, chair
man of the Conservancy's Vermont Chapter, 
explained that the Burt lands are in three 
locations. The largest tract, some 6,000 acres, 
joins together two previously separate por
tions of the Mt. Mansfield State Forest. The,. 
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parcel includes several summits over 3,000 
feet; Ranch Valley, which is one of the few 
remaining closed watersheds in the state; 
and Nebraska Notch, the scenic gap at the 
south end of Mt. Mansfield which harbors 
several species of rare fern. About four and 
half miles of Long Trail between Taylor 
Lodge and Bolton Mt. plus the Lake Mans
field Trail and Taylor Lodge itself lie within 
this parcel. The Ranch Valley is already 
familiar to the GMC's Burlington Section. 
For several years beginning in 1964 it leased 
one of the buildings of the old Ranch Camp, 
which originally was a lumber camp and 
later a center of ski activity in the l 930's 
and l 940's. The Section used the building 
for various outings, especially in winter, until 
the problems of maintaining it along with 
other responsibilities of the Section made it 
seem wise to abandon the lease. 

Stowe Pinnacle and Hogback Mountain 
are located in the second parcel, some 3,800 
acres next to Putnam State Forest. This tract 
also contains several dear trout streams and 
Moss Glen Falls, a well-known picturesque 
cataract in Stowe. No part of the Long Trail 
system lies within this area. 

The third parcel consists of three smaller 
pieces totalling some 970 acres on the north
west slope of Camel's Hump. The tract pro
vides critical buffer for the rare alpine plant 
communities and arctic tundra higher on the 
mountain. Within this area is about 3,000 
feet of LT from near Wiley Lodge south
ward and up the mountain proper. 

Michael Dennis, legal counsel for The 
Nature Conservancy's Eastern Regional 
Office in Boston, expressed the organization's 
gratitude to the Burt family for selling the 
property at below appraised value. "Because 
of the generosity of the Burt family, the 
Conservancy is in a position to protect these 

, 

1-89 

' magnificent lands for public use by raising 
$100,000 in private contributions - a sub
stantial amount of money, but only a frac
tion of the land's fair market value." The 
State has indicated an intention to desig
nate the Ranch Valley and Nebraska Valley 
as the Burt Forest region of the Mt. Mans
field State Forest. In addition, recognition 
will be given to Craig Burt, Senior, in the 
Moss Glen Falls area. 

Burt was the son of Frank 0. Burt, who 
with his brother, Charles E., had in the late 
19th century established the C.E. and F.O. 
Burt Company of Stowe. It was a major 
producer of lumber, much of which was cut 
from trees harvested from extensive wood
land acreage which the company owned, in
cluding that involved in the Nature Conser
vancy purchase. Burt Forests, Inc., whose 
shareholders have been members of the 
Burt family, was the corporate successor to 
the Burt Company following Craig Burt's 
death in 1965. 

BOOK REVIEW 
AMC Field Guide To Trail 
Building And Maintenance 

Spring is sprung 
O'er hill and dale 
And water is running ... 
Down the trail! 

As winter relinquishes its snowy grasp, we 
prepare for the annual mud season, a re
minder of which that little poem provides. 
And as GMC'ers, we should also be pre
paring for the ensuing hiking - and work
ing - season by learning a few things about 
trail work. The Appalachian Mountain 
Club has recently published an excellent 
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guide for this purpose. It's the AMC Field 
Guide To Trail Building And Maintenance 
by Robert D. Proudman; softcover; 193 
pages; illustrated; $4.95 (now carried in The 
GMC Bookstore, notice of which appears 
elsewhere in this ~\le). 

Proudman, the AMC Trail Supervisor, 
provides interesting and informative narra
tive which, coupled with numerous illustra
tions, results in an easily readable book. In 
an evening or two, one can learn the basics 
of such activities as trail design, clearing, 
and marking; erosion control; and harden
ing of trails in wet areas - an extremely 
appropriate section for Long Trail hikers. 
Each concept and structure is illustrated 
either with photographs or diagrams so that 
even the novice can easily understand the 
explanation. 

In addition to the sections concerning 
methods, a brief overview of the use and 
care of trail tools is presented. Although this 
portion of the book may leave the tool con
noisseur slightly disappointed, most of us will 
pick up some useful hints regarding tool 
selection and care. Also included in this 
chapter is a short discussion of power tools, 
including chainsaws, gas-powered jack
hammers, and gas-powered brush-cutters. 
The book is obviously designed to accommo
date a wide variety of trail maintenance 
philosophies! 

A list of suppliers of tools, equipment, 
and materials closes the section on tools, and 
an appendix, "Trail Design of Private Land," 
follows. The latter could be useful to a group 
which is constructing either a new trail or a 
substantial relocation, but it contains only 
extraneous information for most of us. 

The basic concepts of trail design and 
maintenance are very adequately covered in 
this guide. For those who doubt the necessity 
of structures such as waterbars and occasional 
log bridges, informative discussions describe 
the purposes of the various structures. 

However, since much trailwork is depen
dent on personal views and preferences, this 
book should not be taken verbatim. The 
GMC has a set of guidelines for trail main
tenance which, although similar to the AMC 
guide, differs in certain aspects. I highly 
recommend that at least the trails chairman 
in each Section obtain a copy of these GMC 
procedures for trail building and main
tenance. This can then be supplemented 
with the new AMC guide. For the serious 
trailworker, the AMC Field Guide To Trai1 
Building And Maintenance is an excellent 
reference and all-around book - a wise 
investment! 

RICK RICE, Crew Boss 
1977 Long Trail Patrol 

FIELD OPERA TIO NS, 1978 
1978 promises to be another busy summer 

for the Club's field programs. In all, 47 
GMC employees will be working on the Long 
Trail: 7 r3:nger-naturaliscs, 19 caretakers, 20 
Long Trail Patrol members, and the Field 
Supervisor. 

There will be some changes, too. For the .. 
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first time since 1971, Gorham Lodge will 
not be manned by a caretaker. Instead, a 
ranger-naturalist will be stationed there. 
This move should increase the effectiveness 
of th~ ~anger Program on Camel's Hump by 
proVIding better coverage of the summit area. 
Because of the existing teamwork between 
caretakers and rangers on the mountain, no 
decrease in maintenance efforts will result. 

The Long Trail Patrol will be slightly 
larger than last summer, and will operate 
as four separate five-man crews (in 1977 
there were two eight-man crews). Two of 
these sm~ller crews will operate between 
Appalachian Gap and the Canadian border. 
The other two crews, under terms of a co
operative agreement with the U.S. Forest 
Service, will perform trail rehabilitation 
work between Brandon and Middlebury 
Gaps. 

HARRY PEET, Field Supervisor 

GMC FIELD PERSONNEL 

The following is a roster of the 46 young 
men and women who this summer will carry 
out the GMC's field programs - the Long 
Trail Patrol, Ranger-Naturalists and Care
takers, according to Harry T. Peet, Jr., the 
Club's field supervisor. 

Long Trail Patrol 
The Patrol will be divided into four 

separate crews, made up as follows: 
Garrett Conover*, crew boss, and Christine 

Ward, Mary Reed, Peter Gadzinski* and 
Scott Dickinson. 

Rick Rice*, crew boss, and Julia Hand, 
Lisa Steinmann, Mark Collins*, and 
Samuel Bartlett. 

Jeffrey Sanborn*t, crew boss, and Thomas 
Lackey, Gregory Baldor*, Daniel Larrow 
and Steven L'Heureux. 

Chris Janowski*t, crew boss, Peter Carse*, 
David Hatton*t, Leonard Schmidt and 
Lawrence Petrillo. 

Ranger-Naturalists 
Mt. Mansfield: Geoffrey Gourley*, head 

ranger, and Jacqueline Sulek, Jeanne Griffin 
and Louis Borie. 

Camel's Hump: Peter Sweeney*, head 
ranger, and Anne Heisse* and Peter Collins. 

Caretakers 
Ben Davis*, supervisor; Janet Loflint, 

Sterling Pond; Colin Wightman, Taft; Anne 
Knower, Butler; Sharry Baker*, Bolton; 
Norine Francis, Wiley; Anne Schuchat*, 
Montclair Glen; Bonnie Simpson, Stark's 
Nest; Alison Graff, Glen Ellen; Robert 
Gadont, Skyline; Robert Paradise*, Cooper; 
Raymond Auger*, Little Rock Pond; Grant 
Taylor*, Griffith Lake; Dolores Dennis, 
Bromley; Robert Burns and Larry Cebula, 
Stratton Pond; Michael Kuruts, Congdon; 
and two replacement caretakers, Heidi Rich 
(Mt. Mansfield) and Ann Pesiri (Camel's 
Hump). 
*Previous experience in either the same or 
another GMC field program. 
t These persons have been offered positions 
but at presstime had not yet accepted . 

Recognition Corner 

Elsie receives a going-away present from the 
Bread Loaf Section via its 1977 president, David 
Bennett. 

ELSIE WASHBURN 

One of the GM C's most active members 
has "gone West." That's Elsie Washburn, 
late of Middlebury, who recently moved 
to California after some 17 years of hiking 
with and helping the Club in various 
capacities. 

Elsie started hiking in Vermont in 1961 
and joined the Burlington Section soon 
thereafter. She became a Long Trail End
to-Ender in 1962 and an ADK 46'er in 
1966 (the Adirondack Mountain Club's 
honorary title for persons hiking all 46 
of New York State's mountains 4,000 feet 
or more in elevation). She has also hiked 
frequently in the White Mountains. 

Elsie was the GMC's clerk 1972-74. In 
1974 she was the principal organizer and 
first president of the Bread Loaf Hiking 
Club. When the Club became the GMC's 
Bread Loaf Section in January, 1976, ~ie 
became its representative on the main 
Club's board of trustees (now directors). 

She was a major helper on arrange
ments for the Club's annual meetings in 
1976 and 1977 and since 1973 has been 
chief cook for the Burlington Section's 
annual winter weekend in the Adiron
dacks. She's led many pleasure hikes, 
helped on many work outings, recruited 
many new GMC members and encouraged 
fun and fellowship at numerous GMC 
goings-on. 

In addition to the Green Mountain 
Club, Elsie has actively supported the 
Audubon Society, the League of Women 
Voters, the Ilsley Library in Middlebury 
and the Addison County Chamber of 
Commerce's annual Home and Garden 
Show. 

She will be long remembered for her 
outgoing spirit, her love of young people 
and her ability to promote those activities 
and organizations to which she is dedi
cated. The GMC extends thanks to Elsie 
for all her contributions and best wishes 
on her new endeavors so far from the 
Green Mountains. 
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Annual Status Reports Of The Sections 
EDITOR'S NOTE: As we have for the 

last three years, we again requested each 
Sech'on reporter to describe the conditi<m of 
his or her weal GMC uni't - changes, if 
any, in the number of members, range of 
Sectz'on actz'vities and membershz'p participa
tz'on in those activities, plus spedal prob
lems and/or successes of the year past. The 
fol/.owing are what we recez'ved, though some 
are not really status reports but more the 
traditional reports on one or another Section 
activity or Junction. 

JAY SECTION 

The GMC's northernmost section is ex
periencing hard tinles. That's the essence of 
what Jay Section members Charles and Jean 
Bezio told the Club's board of directors at 
its meeting March 11. The Section's 90-plus 
members when it was established several 
years ago have dropped to only about 25 
now, more than half of those junior mem
bers. The last Section meeting was a good 
year ago and attendance at outings has been 
spotty at best. The Bezios saw the small 
population base of the Newport area as a 
basic problem to building membership. 
"We'll try to sustain the Section," chey said, 
"but we need more life in the area ." 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 

meetings. These meetings not only serve as a 
forum during which the business affairs of 
the Section are conducted, they also stinlu
la.te interest in the activities of the organiza
tion. 

Section members met three tinles to put 
together activity schedules which were then 
prepared and mailed to the membership. 
The executive commitee and activity-plan
ning meetings, both in existence for several 
years, have placed the Section on a firm 
organizational and operational footing. The 
Section is well organized, the leadership is 
young and experienced, and it has managed 
to operate within its adopted budget ever 
since formal budget practices were started. 
It can be said that in the Connecticut Sec
tion "thumbs are pointed upl" 

ANTHONY H. SHOOKUS, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 

Something new for the Worcester Section 
this past winter has been involvement in 
"Night Life, " the adult education program 
sponsored by the Worcester school depart
ment . Section members in conjw1ction with 
members of the Worcester Chapter of the 
Appalachian Mountain Club, are conduct
ing a course known as "Wilderness Adven
ture," with emphasis on outdoor activities 
ranging from hiking and backpacking to 
canoeing, kayaking, and rock-climbing. 
Public response has been such (92 people 

Started in April, 1969 with 27 charter signed up for the course) that it was neces
members, the Connecticut Section has grown sary to expand the program from one evening 
in both numbers and in the activities in class to two. Section members instructing in 
which it participates. The Section's highest the program are Bob Heck and Roger Jones, 
membership was 102 in March, 1977 and with Bob Humes acting as a consultant. The 
currently stands at 98. During the past year Worcester Section sees in the course an op
there were 44 scheduled events, including porturuty both to serve the com.muruty and 
hikes, canoe outings and snowshoe/ski trips. to interest people in joining the GMC. 
Of these, 26 were one-day activities, 14 were Section membership remains stable, with 
for weekends and four were for a week or dues coming in at the same rate as last 
longer. year. Three new members are in the Section, 

Three work trips involving 20 people were and a half dozen others are in the process 
held on the Long Trail . Accomplishments of getting acquainted with us. 
included various improvements at Story ' sec~ion acti~ties continue to .be numerous 
Spring and Kid Gore Shelters, basic inspec- and diverse. Hik~ and canoe t?ps are sched
tion of, and removal of blowdowns from, the , uled regularly, Wlth a good mix of Saturday 
nine-plus miles which the Section maintains, and Sunday get-to&ethers, and both after
and paint-blazing and clean-out ofwaterbars noon and all -day tnps. There. has alS<? ~een 
on the relocated portion of Trail between a good balance between keeping tradinonal 
Somerset Mt. and Alder Brook Pond. In activities and adding innovative ones. 
addition, 17 people operating in two parties 
cleared trash from the Section's portion of 
the Mattabessett Trail in Connecticut. A 
key project planned for 1978 is construction 
of a new outhouse at Caughnawaga Shelter. 

In addition to publishing and distributing 
six issues of the Section's bi-monthly publi
cation, Traz'l Talk, the Section has recently 
printed a brochure which should aid in re
cruiting new members (see story elsewhere in 
this issue). 

During the past year, the executive com
mittee continued to hold its bi-monthly .. 
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BILL HAITH, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

Membership in our Section is 50 for the 
past year, a number which sustains the 
average of the past five years. We continue 
to schedule around 40 outings a year of a 
wide variety, including canoeing, bicycling, 
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and hiking. 
Two slide shows proved to be very popular, 
one about Iceland at the Nuquists' home and 

one about Labrador at the Harniltons'. Our 
annual work party on the LT from Smug
gler's Notch north to Chilooot Pass attracted 
14 and 14 also turned out to paint-blaze 
and clear the Mt. Hunger trails from the 
Waterbury and Middlesex sides. Unfor
tunately, the weather last year was unco
operative for several of the events. Average 
outings attendance remains around 12. 

FRED OSBORNE, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

The Sterling Section continues to hold 
its own, though not quite as well as last 
year. That's a reference to a slight drop in 
our membership from 48 a year ago ( 43 
adults and 5 juniors) to the present 44 (38 
adults and 6 juniors). 

Our outings schedule remains quite limited 
in scope - basically day hikes on trails not 
too far removed from Morrisville. We hold 
these at roughly two-week intervals through 
the summer, fall and late winter. 

There were two major work accomplish
ments in 1977 on the 8~ miles of Long 
Trail plus three shelters and certain con
necting trails for which we are responsible. 
They were basic clearing of most of these 
trails after a two-year lapse and the con
struction of a new roof on Whiteface Shelter. 

Our 1978 annual meeting in January saw 
a significant change in administration. The 
undersigned stepped down as president after 
seven years in the post and was succeeded 
by long-tinle Section member Kent Gladstone
Strobel. The two of us actually played a sort 
of musical chairs, with myself subsequently 
elected as the Section's representative on the 
main Club's board of directors, a position 
Kent had held for several years. 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 

At the present tinle New York's member
ship stands at 429, down 15 from the begin
ning of 1977. Attendance at Camp Thendara 
also declined over 153. The Camp Com
mittee, plus volunteers, have installed new 
locks on the lodge and boathouse to im
prove security and a new Sierra wood-burning 
stove was put in which makes the lodge much 
more comfortable. A major concern at 
present is the long-term picture for Thendara 
as the possibility exists that New York State 
may cease to lease facilities in State Parks 
to adult camps for exclusive use. This situa
tion is being actively monitored. 

The number of hikers turfing out for 
Saturday walks was up 553 over 1976. Week
end trips continued to gain in number and 
popularity. We again had three canoe trips, 
two on the Delaware River and a Pine Bar
rens cruise on the Great Egg River. There 
were two backpacking expeditions into the 
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Catskills and one up Mt. -Washington. Six
teen braved the cold for cross-country skiing 
and hiking at Frost Valley and eight spent a 
camping weekend on the Bass River. Once 
again we returned to Kass Inn in the Catskills 
to view the fall foliage through raindrops. 
Summer found us backpacking on the Ver
mont Long Trail and, in contrast, spending 
a weekend at the AMC Camp on the sandy 
beach of Fire Island. 

A new committee has been formed to en
courage all members to participate actively 
in Section activities, especially newcomers. 
Jack Coriell , outgoing Trustee, is heading 
this committee and a questionnaire has gone 
out asking members to indicate special 
talents and where they would be willing to 
lend a hand. 

During 1977 our hard-working Trails 
Committee headed by J im Ross held a woods 
clean-up at Thendara and three trail-clearing 
outings in western New Jersey where a great 
deal of trail work is needed. 

That's how we stand. After all this winter's 
snow, ice, and flooding, we're anxious now 
to hit the trails again. 

MARY BAYONE, Reporter 

ST.ALBANS SECTION 

An excellent annual meeting held March 
4 capped our 1977-78 year. Following an 
outstanding meal cooked by Al and Gretchen 
Mead, the Section heard Fred Smith of Bur
lington give an illustrated talk on climbing 
Mt. McKinley in Alaska. 

Highlights of activities during the last 
year include canoe trips in New York, cross
country ski trips led by Al Mead, a weekend 
in Provincetown whale-watching, a Christ
mas hike in the White Mts., and monthly 
pot-luck dinners. The Rail City Section con
tinues to offer an activity almost every week
end. 

This spring and summer will see a mem
bership drive and dinner. A goal has been 
set for 78% of our members to hike the 
22.5 miles of Long Trail which we main
tain from Vermont Rt. 15 in Johnson north 
to Vermont Rt. 118 in Eden. 

RICK MUEHLKE, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

Following lunch guest speaker Thomas 
Lavoie of the Mass. Department of Environ
mental Management addressed an enthusias
tic audience by giving an illustrated talk 
about the new trail systems being cut under 
State auspices. Section President Doug James 
then took over for the business meeting. 
Among items discussed, Mason Ingram was 
honored for his excellent work as editor of 
the PVS newsletter, "TRAIL WINDINGS." 
Mason had decided to give his typewriter 
a well-deserved rest after five years of dedi
cated and colorful service. The eventful day 
was capped off by the nomination and elec
tion of an entirely new Board of Officers 
for the coming year. GMC Executive Direc
tor Steve Rice was on hand for the pro
ceedings and welcomed by all. It was truly 
a productive and most enjoyable day, as 
those who participated will agree. And 
based on that record turnout, PVS appears 
to be in fine shape for the coming year. 

DA VE PIROG, Reporter 

WHO'S WHO IN THE SECTIONS 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is a 
roster of current key officers for the different 
sections, or most of them anyway (we'll carry 
others in the August LTN). Each section has, 
of course, various other off1:cers but much as 
we'd like to give them due recognition, we 
can't justify the space .needed to provide 
the lengthi"er list. However, GMC head
quarters does have a separate list of the 
sections' respective outings chairmen (see 
"The Pack Basket"for details). The sections' 
representatives on the main Club's board of 
directors will be included in a full roster of 
directors in the August LTN. Any GMC'er 
who needs the names of any other section 
officers should contact the appropriate presi
dent listed here. 

Bennington 
President: Robert M. Agard, Box 49, 

North Bennington, VT 05257; Vice Presi
dent/ Trails and Shelters: Harry Coulter, 202 
Division St., Bennington, VT 05201. 

Burlington 
President: Jan Abbott, 15 Grandview Ave., 

Essex Junction, VT 05452; Trails Co-Chair
men: Jack Harrington, 74 So. Willard St., 
Burlington, VT 05401 and Rick Rifr, 3 
South Willard St., Burlington, VT 05401; 
Properties Co-Chairmen: Jack Lance, Box 
74, Shelburne, VT 05482 and Dick Sirola, 
Westbury Trailer Park, Colchester, VT 
05446. 

Connecticut 
President: Peter G . Dabbs, 105 Sperry 

Drive, Guilford, CT 06437; First Vice Presi
dent/ Trails and Shelters: Joseph J. Kekacs, 
28 Foxcroft Road, West Hartford, CT 06119. 

A slow but steady mid-winter hike sched
ule ended with a roar as Pioneer Valley 
Section met for its twelfth Annual Meeting 
held Feb. 26 at the Smith College Field 
House in Northampton, Mass. The well
planned program, co-ordinated by Yvonne 
Boucher, attracted 51 members and guests, 
a new PVS record. Early arrivals were of
fered a leisurely 2-hour hike followed by a 
pleasant tour of the greenhouse facilities on 
campus. Then it was off to the Field House 
where we sat down to a pat-luck lunch, 
which, despite being a change of pace for us, Killington 
proved to be quite successful - and delicious, President: Carl Schmidt, 73 Edgerton St., 
too. ... Rutland, VT 05701; Vice President/Trails 
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and Shelters, Ray Catozzi, 103 Bellevue Ave., 
Rutland, VT 05701. 

Montpelier 
President (also contact regarding trails 

and shelters): Paul Wallace-Brodeur, 4 
Pleasant St., Montpelier, VT 05602. 

New York 
President: Marland Whiteman, 380 East 

72ndSt. -Apt. C2005, New York, NY 10021. 

Pioneer Valley 
President: Mrs. Robert (Yvonne) Boucher, 

159 Jackson St., Northampton, MA 01060; 
Trails and Shelters Chairman: David Ledger, 
150 White Oak Rd., Williamstown, MA 
01267. 

St. Albans 
President: Pam Caldwell, 54 Bank St., 

St. Albans, VT 05478; First Vice President/ 
Trails and Shelters: Vic Mertrud, 296 Lake 
St., St. Albans, VT 05478. 

Sterling 
President: Kent Gladstone-Strobel, RFD 

#1 - Box 22, Johnson, VT 05656; First Vice 
President/ Trails and Shelters: David K. 
Rodgers, RFD #3, Morrisville, VT 05661. 

Worcester 
President: Roger P. Jones, Box 6, Lei

cester, MA 01524; Trails and Shelters Chair
man: Lester Vielle, Box 29, South Oxford 
Road, West Millbury, MA 01586. 

CABIN AVAILABLE - Herc's Sand Hill Camp, 
the cabin in Fairfax which Alan and Gretchen Mead 
completed about a year ago with help from their 
fellow St. Albans Section members. The Meads arc 
again making the cabin available at no charge to 
GMC'crs, including Section groups. Located in the 
Meads' woodlot, the 12-by-24-foot structure is heated 
with a wood stove and sleeps ten comfortably (and 
12 to 14 maximum). There's a beautiful view of 
Mt. Mansfield from the porch and nearby is a picnic 
area with a fireplace. Marked hilcing trails circle 
the property and canoes may be rented from the 
Meads' Rent-A-Canoe service on the Lamoille River. 
In making their gencrow offer, the Meads ask only 
that GMC'crs limit their stays to two nights and 
that they contact the Meads in advance regarding 
use of the cabin. They can be reached at RFD 
12, Fairfax, Vf 05454, Tel. (cvcning5) 802-849-6819. 
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Annual Meeting At Big Bromley 
A new site with new attractions in southern 

Vermont has been selected for the Green 
Mountain Club's 1978 annual meeting get
together on Memorial Day weekend, May 
26-29. After two years at Camp Keewaydin 
on Lake Dunmore in mid-Vermont, the 
meeting will be held this year at Big Brom
ley Ski Area in Peru, near Manchester. 

Full arrangements for facilities and pro
gram have been worked out by GMC Direc
tors Jim Guida of the Bennington Section 

THREE-WAY DEDICATION & HIKE 
Joint ceremonies marking completion 

of three major Long Trail facilities will 
be held at 11 a.m. Sunday, May 28, at 
the William A. MacArthur Memorial 
Bridge on the LT in Woodford. The 
bridge itself and the nearby Melville 
Nauheim Shelter will both be dedicated 
along with the official opening of the ten
mile-plus stretch of relocated LT between 
Harmon Hill and Glastenbury Mt., of 
which both the bridge and shelter are a 
part. The bridge is located just north of 
where the Long Trail crosses Vermont 9 
5. 2 miles east of Bennington village. Im -
mediately following the ceremony a hike 
will be held northward over part of the 
new LT, at least as far as Nauheim Shel
ter (about 1 ~ mi.) and probably on to 
Hell Hollow Brook (another 1 ~mi. or so). 

and Roger Davis of the Brattleboro Sec
tion. Details follow but please note that 
reservations or payments are required for 
certain things. 

Location - The Big Bromley area is on 
Vermont 11 about seven miles east of Man
chester Center on U.S. 7. 

Registration and Business Meeting -
Registration at Base Lodge 6 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, May 26, and Saturday morning, 
May 27, preceding the start of the Club's 
business meeting at 9 a.m. Details on the 
meeting agenda will appear in the May L TN. 

Camping - Motor campers and trailers 
can use the large ski area parking lot at no · 

charge. Campsites for tents are available at 
no charge at a scenic spot just above the 
Base Lodge, where toilet facilities and water 
supply will be available round-the-clock. 

Lodging - Johnny Seesaw's Inn on Ver
mont 11 about a half-mil_e east of Big 
Bromley has a 15-bunk room for the men 
and several four-bunk rooms for the women. 
The charge is $6. 00 per night per person 
which includes linens and a full breakfast. 
IMPORTANT: To reserve a bunk, a 
deposit of $5.00 with night or nights speci
fied must be sent to the Inn by May 20 
(address: Peru, VT 05152, Tel. 802-824-
5533). 

Meals - The Base Lodge cafeteria will 
be open each day at 9 a.m. On Saturday 
at 6 p.m. a special chicken barbecue dinner 
is being provided at $3.95 for adults and 
$2.00 for children under 12. IMPORTANT: 
Send payment for the meal by May 20 to 
James Guida, Battenkill Drive, Arlington, 
VT 05250, Tel. 802-375-6753 (make checks 
payable to Green Mountain Club). 

Program - On Saturday evening William 
A. Pool of Wilmington, Vt., an authority 
on wildlife, especially deer and bear, will 
present a show of color slides, many of them 
taken in the vicinity of the Long Trail. On 
Sunday at 11 a.m. a dedication of certain 
new Long Trail facilities will be held in 
Woodford (see box). A special hike will folr 
low the ceremony. 

An added feature of this meeting site is 
Big Bromley's down-the-mountain Alpine 
Slide. GMC'ers, of course, may want to hike 
to the top of the slide but the usual uphill 
transportation is via the Big Bromley chair
lift. The Alpine Slide is over 4,000 feet long, 
down which sliders travel on a special little 
"sled." This requires no special skills to use 
and provides full control over speed and 
stopping. 

Additional literature on the annual meet
ing facilities is available on request from 
Club headquarters at Box 889, Montpelier, 
VT 05602, Tel. 802-223-3463. 

Annual meeting attractionjs Big Bromley's Alpine Slide. 
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TRAILS & SHELTERS WORKSHOP 

That Trails and Shelters Workshop 
announced in the February LTN is defi
nitely on. But to make it a real success 
it needs a greater response than has so 
far been the case. 

The workshop is scheduled for May 20 
and 21 at Camp Betsy Cox in Pittsford. 
It will be a good opportunity for Club 
members - both section and at-large -
to learn a great deal about construction 
and upkeep of the LT system, both for 
general understanding and for practical 
application in subsequent volunteer ef
forts for the Club. 

Offered to participants will be instruc
tion in actual trail construction and main -
tenance techniques, and discussion of 
GMC trail standards and the role of 
various agencies involved in management 
and maintenance of the Trail system. The 
number, interests and needs of the actual 
participants will, however, have a major 
effect on the make-up of the final work
shop agenda. 

GMC'ers who want to enroll or who 
want more information should immedi
ately contact Field Supervisor Harry Peet 
at Club headquarters, Box 889, Mont
pelier, VT 05602, Tel. 802-223-3463. 

... AND A NEW CONTEST! 

With an eye to both some fun and 
some recognition of significant section 
achievements, President Joe Frank has 
announced the establishment of a major 
new contest for the Club's 13 local and 
regional units. Certificates of honor -
and possibly even a special prize or two -
will be awarded at the GMC's annual 
meeting to the winners in each of the 
following competition classes: 

Most Unusual Outing; The Wettest 
and/ or Coldest Outing - Summer; The 
Wettest and/or Coldest Outing · Winter; 
The Most Inveterate Hiker; The Biggest 
Pleasure ~utjng !umout; Tile Biggest 
Work Outmg Turnout; The Best Trail 
Improvement; The Best Shelter Improve
ment; The Most Productive Work Out
ing; The Best Outing Meal; The Worst 
Outing Meal; The Funniest Work Outing 
Incident; The Funniest Pleasure Outing 
Incident. 

Written entries with appropriate nu
merical or descriptive information must 
reach the Club office no later than May 
24 (Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05602). Be 
sure to identify the competition class for 
whjch each entry is submitted, and write 
the word "Contest" on the outside of your 
mailing envelope. President Frank is ex
pected to name a committee of judges 
to determine the winners. The awards will 
probably be made some time during the 
membership meeting Saturday morning. 

Long Trail News 


