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New Guide Book Of The Long Trail Out Soon 
The 20th Edition of our Guide Book of 

the Long Trail (1971) is pretty good as 
guidebooks go. It has been a big seller-over 
32,000 copies in less than six years-roughly 
equal to the total sales of all previous editions 
combined! In addition, compared to many 
other trail guides, it is still relatively new, and 
two of its four reprintings have included trail 
description updates. But anyone who has tried 
to use the Guide Book lately for the stretch 
of Trail between Vt. 9 and Glastenbury 
Mountain, or for the area around Stratton 
Pond. knows that a new edition is needed. 

Accordingly, a completely revised 21st 
Edition of the Guide Book will be available 
on or about June 1. Although the size and 
general format will remain essentially the 
same, the new edition represents the first 
major revision of the Guide Book (and 
particularly its preface) since 1955! 

The most obvious change will be the cover. 
After more than a dozen years of service, 
Clyde Smith's drawing will yield to a more 
pastoral scene. The new cover was designed 
by Jeffrey Worrall of Greenfield Community 
College in Greenfield, Mass. Through the 
initiative of Dave Robbins, a student at CCC 
and a former GMC caretaker and caretaker 
supervisor, the Club received a number of 
cover designs as part of a class project in 
graphic arts . Worrall's was finally chosen 
because of the manner in which it reflects 
the quiet rather than spectacular character 
of the Green Mountains. 

The second most obvious change will be 
in the maps. Most of the divisional maps in 
the 20th Edition date back to the late l 930's. 
Although they have been revised repeatedly, 
confusion between contour lines and streams, 
and a general lack of detail frequently resulted 
in hiker complaints. 

To solve this problem, the GMC was 
extremely fortunate to have the support of 
Dr. H. Gardiner Barnum, Associate Professor 
of Geography at the University of Vermont 
(and a long-time Burlington Section member). 

Dr. Barnum has had three student volunteers, 
Martin L. DeWitt, Doug L. Paulsn, and 
Stewart D. Arnold, completely redraft the 
maps as an independent, advanced study 
project. The results are impressive. The map 
contour interval will now be 200' rather than 
500', all the lettering will be done by Leroy 
pens, and most impressive, the maps will be 
in three colors: blue for water, brown for 
contours, and light grey for shading the 

Long Trail, which will now be representea 
by a dotted line. 

Marty, Doug, and Stewart have put in a 
tremendous number of hours on this project , 
in part because each map requires four 
separate overlays because of the color printing 
process. Their efforts have been invaluable. 

The Divisional breakdowns will remain 
the same, and the descriptions themselves 

(See GUIDE BOOK, Page 3) 

Cover of the new Guide Book of the Long Trail (in its opened position). Designed by Jeffrey Worrall, 
the cover will be printed in seven shades of brown with black lettering. 



Mixed Bag For Trustees: Excursions, Liability, Stratton Pond And More 

At its meeting March 26 in Rutland the 
Club's board of trustees dealt with a variety 
of matters. The following are highlights: 

Possible New Club Office 

The possible lease of an old carriage house 
building opposite the Long Trail Lodge in 
Sherburne as the site for the Club's new 
headquarters office is stiJI pending. A 
representative of the owner has tentativeJy 
approved a lease proposed by the GMC. But 
an.y commitment has to come from what will 
be a new owner of the Lodge, the sale to 

whk h is not expected to be consummated 
until later this year, hopefully by June. But 
President Ralph Bryant did report that the 
present owner's representative said he will 
seek out the prospective n w owner's reaction 
to the proposed GMC lease. 

Club-Sponsored Excursions? 

The board cl.iscuso;ed the ~bility , proposed 
by Trustee Alan Mead of the St. Albans 
Section, that the Club sponsor extended out
of-stare hiking-backpacking·camping e.xcun;ions 
(the Virgin Islands, Great Smoky Mountains 
and Canadian Rockies were a few places 
mentioned). The upshot was that President 
Bryant and Executive Director Larry Van 
Meter were directed to investigate and report 
back with a recommendation at the Board's 
meeting May 28 following the annual 
membership meeting. 

Stratton Pond Plans 

What to do about Long Trail facilities at 
Stratton Pond continues to remain unresolved 
though significant developmentS have occurred. 
Briefly . a year ago the GMC board approved 
a proposal worked out by the Worcester 
Section for construction of a new shelter and 
related facilities to replace (though in a 
different location) the Willis Ross Camp, 
which had burned several years earlier. The 
proposal , however , subsequencJy ran into 
problems with the International Paper 
Company (lPC) , which owns the land on 
which the new complex of facilities would 
have been situated . The IPC eventually 
rejected the proposal. 

So its been back to the drawing board, 
though now by the main Club (the Worcester 
Section asked it to assume responsibility for 
developing a suitable and acceptable plan) . 
Taking on the project was Trustee Lee Allen , 
former caretaker aL Stratton Pond. He has 
developed whac he referred to at the March 
26 board meeting as a "Five· Year Action 
Plan" for the area. He gave a brief outline 
of his ideas to the GMC board, then offered 
copies of his full proposal and asked other 
trustees to review it and send him their 
reactions (other GMC'ers would have been 
given a chance to study the proposal but 
Lee's deadline for completing the proposed 
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plan for submission to various interested 
parties will have passed by the time this 
L TN reaches Club members). One significant 
possible element of the plan (and Lee 
emphasized the tentativeness of this) is to 
return the Long Trail itself to passage over 
Strauon Mountain as it originally was (though 
not necessarily using the old route). The LT 
now leads directly to the Stratton Pond area 
from the Arlington-Wardsboro Road . Such 
a change is viewed as a possible way of 
reducing the heavy pressure on the Stratton 
Pond area, which is attributable, in part 
at least, to its present ready accessibility, not 
only to serious hikers but also to the so-called 
"casual walker," i.e. those, for example, using 
the pond only as a place to have a beer 
bust. 

Trail Standards And Role Of Shelters 

The board asked Larry Van Meter to 
develop a proposal for updating the Club's 
trail standards first adopted by the board in 
1970 and not really reviewed since then. 
Such standards define various practices and 
procedures related to the construction, 
maintenance, improvement and relocation 
of trails and shelters which are part of the 
Long Trail system for which the Club itself 
or its Sections have direct responsibility. Larry 
noted that while the standards treat many 
aspects of trail upkeep in considerable detail , 
basic information is lacking on other aspects 
of considerable significance, waterbars and 
puncheon to name two. In a closely related 
matter, the board also asked Larry to prepare 
a proposal setting forth the Club's official 
view on the future role of Long Trail 
shelters. Preliminary discussion at the meeting 
strongly suggested that the board sees an 
important continuing role for the shelters , 
in comrast to a possible downgrading of their 
importance and/ or possible total eventual 
removal of such trail facilities . 

Liability Insurance 

Discussed at some length was the possibility 
for legal suits brought against the Club 
by hikers , either GMC members or non 
m mb rs seeking damages for injuries and/ or 
property damage claimed to have resulted 
from an accident on the Long Trail or one 
of itS shelters (this was actually a continuation 
of a discussion launched at the board's 
January 22 meeting) . The Club itself now has 
liability insurance coverage but Joseph Frank, 
member of the Legal, Insurance and 
Endowment Committee, stated that individual 
Sections are also open to suit, even though 
unincorporated associations, and that the 
Sections are not covered under the Club's 
insurance policy. Where he had earlier 
recommended that each Section should thus 
obtain its own liability coverage, he said he 
has now learned that such insurance may 
well be beyond the financial capability of 

some, or even all, of the Sections. He is thus 
going to explore if the Sections can be 
brought under the main Club's insurance 
coverage and, if so, at what cost. Joe noted, 
however, that any such blanket coverage 
almost surely would be limited only to those 
Sections in Vermont. He thus recommended 
that the out-of-state Sections do get their 
own individual liability insurance. 

Membership Matters 

At the direction of the board of trustees 
the Club's Membership Committee, chaired 
by Dr. Richard Church, will study a problem 
faced by at least two Sections (New York and 
Worcester) concerning their continuing 
payment of the main Club's assessment for 
certain of each Section's own life members, 
specifically those attaining the life member
ship status by being a regular member for 
30 years. The Sections (at least the New 
York Section, which raised the matter) have 
the problem of how to finance payment of 
the main Club assessment when they are 
receiving no further membership payments 
from those Life Members (some, however, do 
make voluntary dues payments) . The 
Membership Committee will also study the 
present main Club assessments ($3 .00 for 
each adult Section member and $1.50 for 
each junior member) with a view to a possible 
special assessment for family membership 
units. 

Finance Picture Brightens 

And, oh yes, Treasurer Granget Kammerer 
painted a much rosier picture of Club finances 
than was the case a year or two ago. Among 
other things, the General Fund has bounced 
back significantly from what was for a time a 
significant deficit position and, for the 
current fiscal year, income is exceeding 
budget expectations while expenditures are 
generally holding to budget allowances. 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN , Editor 

POST SCRIPT TO JAN. 2~ MEET 

The following were other developments at 
the trustees' meeting of Jan. 22 (space and 
time constraints prevented their inclusion in 
the February L TN): 

- Announcement was made of two major 
donations to the Club. One, of $2,500, was 
presented by the International Busines.~ 
Machines Corp . (IBM) for use in the following 
specific ways: postage for the Long Trail 
News, audio-visual equipment, and supplies 
for trails and sheJters maintenance. The 
other, of $2, 7 50, was presented by The 
Howard Bank to be used as the GMC 
determines. The gift was presented in person 
by Bradford Smith, vice president of the 
bank's office in Rutland. 

The board voted to appoint James E. 
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Wilkinson, Jr. as trustee representing the 
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation, replacing Arthur Heitmann, who 
recently retired from state service. Wilkinson 
succeeded Heitmann as Commissioner of that 
Vetmont agency. Also introduced at the 
meeting were Rachel Charland, who succeeds 
Charles B. (Terry) Gulick, III as one of the 
Killington Section's trustees, and Sherman 
Atwood, new New York Section trustee. 

AN ERA ENDS: 
MINERVA STEPS DOWN 

Minerva Hinchey chats with Gardiner Lane, 
then the GMC's Executive Secretary, at the Club's 
annual meeting in 1975. (Photo by Bob Hagennan) 

A GMC era is ending - or nearly so. 
Mineiva Hinchey, the GMC's corresponding 
secretary since 1955, is st-epping down -
though not quite all the way. At the 
March 26 meeting of the Club's board 
of trustees, President Ralph Bryant 
announced that Minerva, now in her 
early 80's, had said she wished to retire 
from her full-time office position as of 
April 30, the end of the Club's fiscal year. 
Mineiva will, however, continue to do 
some bookkeeping for the Club. In response 
to the announcement, the trustees and 
others at the meeting paid tribute to 
Minerva with a long, standing round of 
applause. 

(P.S. The Club is now seeking applicants 
for the office position Minerva is vacating 
(except for her bookkeeping functions). 
The position will be part-time. Needed is 
somebody with basic secretarial skills 
including some typing ability (accuracy is 
considered more critical than speed). A 
knowledge of the GMC and its functions 
and of the Long Trail system would be a 
definite plus. GMC'ers interested in the 
position are urged to contact Executive 
Director Larry Van Meter at Box 94, 
Rutland, VT 05701, Tel. 775-0495.) 

May, 1977 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

This will be my last message to you all 
as President of The Green Mountain Club. 
It hardly seems that two years have passed, 
they have gone quickly especially when those 
years have been very busy ones and, I hope, 
productive. 

There have been a number of worthwhile 
accomplishments during this administration 
and perhaps the one that really is a first 
is the appointment of Larry Van Meter, our 
Executive Director. Larry .has done a 
tremendous job of communicating, co
ordinating, and handling the workload that 
the GMC has taken on over the last several 
years. 

We have filed with the State Legislature a 
rather complete report as requested in 1971 
under Joint Resolution R-44 wherein they 
named the GMC as the founder and protector 
of the Long Trail System. In that report 
we asked and suggested that the General 
A&<iembly appropriate at least $20,000 annually 
in the fiscal years 1978 and 1979 for the 
reconstruction of hiking trails on State land. 

Our cooperation with the U.S. Forestry 
Service and the U.S. Park Service has been 
very close. Both federal agencies have been 
very helpful and I am sure that there is a 
mutual respect each for the other. 

Our dues structure has been overhauled 
and while raising dues is not a popular thing 
the membership has accepted those increases, 
especially the At-Large members. 

It is my feeling that we have strengthened 
our relations between the socalled main Club 
and the individual Sections. The GMC is an 
unusual organization with Sections that are 
autonomous yet working together. Certainly 
there have been misunderstandings, yet we 
have worked out problems. 

Much work to file for tax exempt status 
has been done. This is a complicated pro
cedure. Joe Frank, our Vice President, has 
been working on this and I trust that we 
can report that the application at least will 
have been submitted in very short order. 

The Club has continued to support our 
Caretaker and Long Trail Patrol obligations 
and we continue the Ranger-Naturalist pro
grams on Camel's Hump and Mansfield. 

Replacement of the old Carmel Camp has 
been accomplished with the new David Logan 
Shelter. David was a fine young man who 
had vision and high ideals and his family 
and friends made it possible to build this 
fine structure. A fine dedication service was 
conducted. In the south we expect to build 
and dedicate a replacement shelter for the 
old Fay Fuller Camp just north of Vermont 
Rt. 9 which has been removed. This will 
be known as the Melville Nauheim Shelter 
so named for a man who loved the mountains 
of Vermont. Mrs. Nauheim has contributed 
the funds for this shelter. 

When I have relinquished my duties as 
President, I look forward to finishing the 
history of the GMC. 

I want to thank all of the trustees and 
officers of the GMC that have served with 

me for their guidance, trust, and help during 
these past two years. Some of the communi
cations I have received have been compli
mentary, some not, but they have been honest 
communications and for that I am thankful. 

Finally, our bylaws have been updated 
and approved by the trustees at the January 
meeting along with $75,000 budget. The 
bylaws changes must yet be approved by the 
Club Membership at the annual meeting 
May28. 

Thus I conclude this final report. It is my 
feeling that much has been accomplished 
during these past two years with the help of 
so many, many people. It has been a great 
honor for me to have been given this 
opportunity to serve as your president. It 
has been a very special privilege for me. 
If what I have been able to do has made 
this comer of the world just a little bit better 
than what I have done has been worthwhile. 

RALPHE. BRYANT, President 

(From GUIDE BOOK, Page 1) 
will, of course, be updated. Although the 
text will retain its former terse "Vermont" 
style, at the beginning of each Division there 
will be a paragraph describing the land
ownership of that stretch of the Trail, and 
the attendant camping and fire regulations. 
As GMC'ers probably know, the Long Trail 
crosses a complicated patchwork of Federal, 
State, and private lands. Unfortunately, the 
camping and fire regulations are different 
for each. A section on regulations has been 
added to educate hikers about these important 
restrictions intended to protect the environ
ment and/ or enhance their safety on, and 
enjoyment of, the Long Trail system. 

Another noteworthy change is an effort to 
make the side trail descriptions stand out 
better against the regular LT text. Each side 
trail description will be indented, and marked 
with a small dot. 

The new Gui'de Book is also a departure 
from tradition in that for the first time in 
more than 25 years, we have a new printer
Queen City Printers, Inc. of Burlington. They 
have previously done considerable work for 
the Club. 

Considering the changes and (hopefully!) 
improvements, the price of the book to the 
general public is increasing only modestly
from $4.00 to $4.50. The price to GMC'ers, 
when purchased through the office, will 
remain $3.00 (see "The Pack Basket" for 
details). 

In conclusion, the 21st Edition of the 
Guzde Book of the Long Trail is a good 
example of a GMC cooperative effort. Through 
the work of professionals, volunceers, and 
students, we hope it will prove a worthy 
successor to the twenty previous editions. 

HARRYT. PEET,JR. 
Editor, 21st Edition 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
... packs out everything he or she packs in -
plus that litter somebody else may have left. 
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George L. Kirk 

GEORGE L. KIRK FUND LAUNCHED 
FOR KILLINGTON SECTION 

A special fund has been established f~r the 
Killington Section in memory of a prommenc 
Rutland journalist who was long a member 
of the Green Mountain Club and the Killington 
Section. The George L. Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund was launched at the Section's 
annual meeting in January with a $500 
donation by Kirk's widow, Mrs. Dorothy W. 
Kirk. 

Kirk, who died Dec. 10, 1966 at the age 
of 83, had been a newspaper reporter and 
editor in Rutland for 57 years and at the 
time of his retiremenc in 1956 was considered 
the dean of Vermont newspapermen. In 
addition he was a volunteer weather observer 
for the U.S. Weather Bureau for over 25 
years and a recognized authority on pla~t 
and animal life, a field in which he was 
basically self-taught. An active hiker, he 
probably climbed KiJlingtori Mouqtain more 
times than anyone else. The Section's present 
secretary, W. Churchill Scott, has "many 
pleasant memories" of hiking with Kirk in 
the Tamarack Notch area. "Every day [from 
the late 1920's to after World War II]," 
Scott writes, "Mr. Kirk and Bert R~ ... would 
walk from Rutland, make a 5 mile circle 
to replenish many bi:rd fe ders, and still have 
time to answer au types of questions from a 
group of young boys tagging along. " 

The Kirk Fund is to be managed by the 
Killington Section which aims to increase it 
to $5,000. At that point the Fund income 
will be used for trail and shelter maintenance 
purposes. To boost the Fund, Mrs. Kirk has 
indicated her readiness to make other 
contributions with the understanding that the 
Section will do the same. Scott reports the 
Section is now considering ways to raise the 
additional funds, including direct solicitation 
of contributions. And, he notes, "we'll also 
have a can attached to the coffee pot sack 
for people to drop change in on our hikes." 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Editor 
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This 1976 End-to-Ender Began 39 Years Ago 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Ira Eilis's report in the 

February LTN about End-to-Enders in 1976 
carried a brief reference to one Philip E. 
Turner of Wellesley Hills, Mass., whose 
hi'king of the Long Trail was said to have 
spanned 40 years b·efore he completed 1~ 
(it actually proved to be 39 years). Intrt'gued 
by the unusual ti"me span, we contacted 
Turner foT some details. With some editing, 
the fallowing is the report he provided us. 

My adventure on the Long Trail began 
about Aug. 15, 1937. My mother and an 
uncle took me to Blackinton where I started 
on the Trail about 2:30 p.m. All worn out 
in the first hour but got second wind. Had 
planned to stay at Seth Warner Shelter but 
couldn't find it. Spent the night in "dry" 
camp (rain-like dew). Continued north for 
the next week or so with the following some 
of the highlights: side trip to Old Bennington 
where the Battle of Bennington monument 
is; saw my first humming bird at Storey 
Spring Shelter (I think it was there) ; wild 
raspberries on Pico were indescribably cool , 
moist and delicious. Had dinner one night 
at Long Trail Lodge. Went to Rutland for 
shave. Barber said I needed a shower. Rented 
room and bathed, then hitchhiked to Brandon 
where another uncle lived. When I took my 
shoes off there, the soles of both feet peeled 
off. First session on the Trail ended. 

The second year, 1938, I started over again 
from Blackinton. Met two boys from New 
York, one of themJoe Caggiano or Caggain. 
They were students at New York University. 
For breakfast on the top of Killington in the 
stone hut we pooled all the food we had 
left: oatmeal with olives - no sugar or milk! 
Climbing highlight was on Camel's Hump, 
the south side, over the rocks with cables. 
And a lot of enjoyment on Mt. Mansfield. 
From there Joe continued on the LT alone 
while the other fellow and I left because we 
ran out of time. 

In August, 1939 Joe and ·the other fellow 
met at my house, which was then in East 
Bridgewater, Mass., and we hitchhiked to 
the Presidential Range in New Hampshire. 
Joe told about finishing the Long Trail. On 
Aug. 24 we got caught in a summer storm 
hiking over to Madison Spring Hut. We 
separated as our individual energy and 
resources manifested themselves. I was the 
first to reach the Hut in the middle of the 
storm. While the Hut caretakers were 
organizing a rescue team, the other boy, not 
Joe, came in. The team went out and came 
back with Joe's body. He'd died from exposure 
and shock. Big story in the Boston papers. 
And I don't believe he recorded his End-to
End accomplishment for posterity. 

I left for college in Illinois a week later 
and did not return to the Long Trail until 
August, 1969 when my oldest boy, Doug, 
became 16. The two of us started again at 
Blackinton, hiking to the Cold River Road 
just north of Clarendon Shelter. My knees 

gave out. It was the bitterest disappointment 
of my life. In August, 1975 Doug completed 
the Trail on a forced march from the Canadian 
border south to where we had left off, and 
subsequently received his End-to-End 
certificate. 

I started north again in August, 1974 
from Smuggler's Notch and went over 
Elephant's Head Trail to the Ithiel Falls 
Campground in Johnson. A very tough hike 
for me. Picked up again in 1975 from Ithiel 
Falls north to the Eden-Belvidere highway. 
The last stage was over Belvidere Mt. and 
on to the Canadian border in July, 1976. 
Reached the end on July 11 (at age 59). 
Hiked out from Journey's End Camp the next 
day with John Erickson, a 16-year-old boy 
from Belle Mead, N .J. who had just hiked 
the entire Trail. 

Other highlights were few and far between. 
In those later years the LT completion 
became a kind of obsession for me. I must 
admit I was afraid I would run out of energy 
and time. Am ready now to go back to the 
LT this summer to hike just for the fun of 
hiking. 

PHIL TURNER 

EDITOR'S POST SCRIPT: We chanced 
to receive a brief account of the End-to-End 
trip made by Pht'l Turner's end-of-the-trail 
companion, john Erickson. The following 
appeared in a letter which john wrote to 
Charles Kronyak of Williamstown, Mass., a 
GMC'er who had befriended John at the 
beginm'ng of trek: "Anyway, I finished the 
hike, and it was qw~e an experience. . . - It 
ra£ned an awful wt, especially at night (out 
of the 24 nights I was on the trail, it rained 
on 21 of them!}. Other h£ghlights include 
the mountains, of course, the wildlife (I saw 
a bear just south of Shelburne Pass) and the 
great people I met both on and off the 
trail." 

HIKING PARTNER SOUGHT 
Fouad Beydoun, a student at the 

University of Pennsylvania, is looking for 
a fellow backpacker to join him (or maybe 
her - with only that name to go on, 
we're not sure) for some extended hiking 
on the Long Trail. How extended is a 
little uncenain from his letter to th~ L TN. 
He speaks in one place of hiking about 
100 miles of the northern part of the 
Trail in "two weeks or so" soon after he 
finishes school May 13. But elsewhere he 
talks of doing the whole Trail over the 
course of the summer (printing deadlines 
prevented the editor from checking this 
out). Either way, anybody similarly 
inclined may contact Beydoun (a GMC'er 
and experienced backpacker) at 8 Shorthill 
Road, Forest Hills, NY 11375. 



The following is a list of publications and 
other materials relating to the Green Mountain 
Club and the Long trail, indicating where 
each can be obtained and its cost, if any. 
Abbreviations used: HQ means GMC head
quarters , Box 94, Rutland, VT 05701; SASE 
means Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope (use 
the large size, i.e. No. 10). 

Membership 

Membership - Individuals can join the Green 
Mountain Club in either of two ways, At 
Large (membership in the main Club only) 
and Section (membership in one of the Club's 
13 local and regional units known as Sections; 
Section membership automatically means 
membership in the main Club as well). Write 
HQ for dues schedules and other information 
about both forms of membership. 

Patches, Decals, Etc. 
(These items available only to GMC members) 

GMC Patch - Cloth patch of GMC emblem, 
yellow and green, for sleeve or pack; order 
from HQ; 50 cents and SASE. 

End-to-End Patch - Cloth emblem, "END
TO-END," which fits adjacent to the GMC 
patch; only those who have been certified as 
completing the Long Trail can order this and 
must be GMC members (see listing below for 
information on End-to-End requirements); 
order from HQ; 50 cents plus SASE. 

GMC Decal - Decal of the GMC emblem in 
green on white with water-soluble glue for 
affixing on car windshield or other see-through 
glass surface; order from HQ; 50 cents plus 
SASE. 

GMC Paraphernalia - All Lhe following 
items are produced and sold by the Burlington 
Section to raise funds for Section operations; 
order from Cathy Frank, 31 Bilodeau Parkway, 
Burlington, VT 05401 ; make checks payable 
to Burlington Section, GMC; for the T-shirts 
be sure to specify No. 1 or No. 2 in your 
order. (1) T-Shirt No. 1 - Yellow, cotton, 
colorfast T-shirt with 8 inch GMC emblem in 
green; adult sizes, small, medium and large; 
$4.00 plus 12 cents sales tax (to Vermont 
residents) plus 50 cents mailing charge; allow 
two to four weeks for delivery. Also, as demand 
warrants, children's sizes 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12, 
white with green emblem, will also be 
produced; $2.55 plus the 50 cents; order from 
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Cathy (with a separate check) but be prepared 
for some delay until sufficient orders accumulate. 
(2) T-Shirt No. 2 - Yellow, cotton, colorfast 
T-shirt with the following printed on the back 
in orange: a series of silhouette footprints 
incorporated into the message, "LEA VE 
NOTHING BUT FOOTPRINTS;" adult sizes 
only (small, medium, large); charges the same 
as T-Shirt No. l. (3) Neckerchief-Cravat -
Large, triangular-shaped, cotton neckerchief 
in choice of light blue, beige, yellow or green 
with the GMC emblem printed in green (in . 
ordering, be sure to specify tqe base color 
desired); $2.00 plus 30 cents mailing charge; 
initial supply is limited so be prepared for 
possible delay in delivery. 

GMC Stationery - GMC letterheads (8~ x 
11 in.) and No . 10 envelopes; available for 
official use by GMC officers, both main Club 
and Sections; request from HQ; no charge. 

Information About GMC 

Bylaws - Proposed major revision of Club 
bylaws to be voted on at the 1977 annual 
meeting May 28; request from HQ with SASE. 

Bequests - Information on how to make a 
bequest to the GMC; request from HQ. 

Long Trail Maintenance - A listing of the 
portions of Long Trail which the different 
Sections are responsible for maintaining, 
together with a listing of the Sections' Trails 
and Shelters officers; request from HQ with 
SASE. . 

End-to End Requirements - A description 
of what's needed to qualify for certification 
as a Long Trail End-to-Ender; request (with 
SASE) from HQ or from Ira T. Ellis, Jr. 
(Chairman, End-to-End Committee), 249 
Coachlight Square, Montrose, NY 10548. 

Adopt-A-Shelter - This is a program under 
which GMC'ers perform certain inspection 
and maintenance services on a regular basis 
for a singl shelter of lodge. Pending appoint
ment of a new director for this program, 
info1mation about it may be obtained from 
HQ (s nd SA E with request) . 

Membership Report - Report provides data 
on GMC membership. both Section and At 
Large, as of May 1, 1976 with a comparison 
to previous years; request copy (with SASE) 
from HQ. 

Trail Guides, Maps, Hiking Advice, Etc. 

"Guide Book of the Long Trail" - A 
complete description of the trail and its shelters 
plus detailed maps and hiking advice - a 
must for anyone planning extended use of the 
Long Trail; brand new, 21st Edition is expected 
to be out about May 25; $3.00 for GMC 
members, $4.50 for non-members; order from 
HQ. (Copies of Lhe 4th Printing of the 20th 
Edition are still available, possibly at reduced 
prices; inqui'r • at HQ.) 

"Day Hiking In Vermont" - GMC folder 
with map of Vermont and information 
describing 19 day-hikes on the LT and else
where; order from HQ; free with SASE. 

Mt. Mansfield Map· 10 x 12 in. map on 
"weather-proof' paper (folded to pocketsize) 
of Mt. Mansfield region showing all trails and 
related features; map is essentially the same as 
that in the Guide Book but with added 
descriptive notes and other information; order 

from HQ; 50 cents plus SASE. 
· Mt. Mansfield Booklet · "The Tundra 
Trail ... life, man & the ecosystem on top of 
Mt. Mansfield - A Self-Guiding Walk;" order 
from HQ; 25 cents for GMC'ers, 30 cents for 
non-members plus SASE. 

"Guide to the Appalachian Trail in New 
Hampshire al).d Vermont" - With six maps; 
order from Appalachian Trail Conference, 
Box 236. Harpers Ferry. WV 25425; S5.85. 
The ATC offers a variety of other information 
about th AT and hiking, camping and 
mountain ering; ask for irs "Order Blank 
For Publications." 

AT Map - Map of 20-mile section of 
Appalachian Trail in Vermont which is main
tained by the Dartmouth Outing Club; order 
from DOC, Robinson Hall, Hanover, NH 
03755; 40 cents with SASE. 

Information Leaflets - "Suggestions For 
Use Of The Long Trail By Backpacking 
Groups" and "Suggestions For Use Of The 
Long Trail In Winter;" order from HQ; free 
with SASE. 

Checklist Cards - Wallet-sized, waterproof 
cards carrying an equipment checklist for 
backpackers and a list of practices hikers should 
observe on the LT (and elsewhere); good to 
pass out to new GMC'ers or to hikers you 
meet on the trail; order from HQ; free . 

Slide how - A slide how with taped 
narration , "Ba kpacking on th Long Trail," 
is available from HQ; this revi ws the GMC's 
l'(.'COmmcndcd organization of, and preparations 
by. youth group for backpacking uips; request 
infom1ation from HQ about ordering this 
(sen.d SASE). 

Outings Infon:nacion · List of representatives 
of Lhe GMC Sections lO contact for copies 
of their respectiv ouLingi; schedules; request 
fromHQ (with ASE). 

"Vermont Guide to State Parks and Forest 
Recreation Areas" · Free brochure gives 
general information about camping and day 
use activities (including hiking) in these areas 
and has a directory listing the names and 
locations of each area with telephone numbers 
and mailiu~ addresses (some areas have separate 
maps, which show hik1ng rrails and other 
fea tures , availabl from their managers): order 
from Depanment of Forests and Parks, Agency 
of Environmental Conservation , Mompclier , 
VT05602. 

Green Mountain National Forest - 17 Y.! x 
32 in. U.S. Forest Service map of the GMNF 
with information abouc faciliti , management 
and r<.1,'Ulations gov ming th area's use (50 
cents · a pocketsize version of this same map 
but with less information about facilities. 
is available free); also available are larger 
scale maps of the northern and southern halves 
of the GMNF (50 cents each) plus maps of 
the new Bristol Cliffs and Lye Brook Wilderness 
Areas (free). IMPORTANT: A permit for use 
of the wilderness areas is required; the permits 
themselves (there's no fee) and information 
about them are available both from the 
GMNF (see below) and the GMC (write HQ) . 
Other publications of interest to hikers and 
campers also available; order from Forest 
Supervisor, Green Mountain National Forest, 
Rutland , VT 05701. 
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Annual Status Reports Of The Sections 
EDITOR'S NOTE: As we have for the 

last two years, we again requested each 
Section reporter to describe the condition of 
his or her local GMC unit - changes, if 
any, in the number of members, range of 
Section act'iuities and membership participation 
in those activities, plus special problems 
and/ or successes of the year past. The following 
are what we received, though some are not 
really status reports but more the traditional 
reports on one or another Section activity 
orfuncti'on. 

BREAD LOAF SECTION 

The Bread Loaf Section has had an active 
winter program of cross-country skiing with a 
good turnout of enthusiastic outdoors people 
who have discovered untold possibilities of 
trails in the area. It all culminated at Tony 
Clark's Blueberry Hill at an exciting "Green 
Mountain Club Day" where for a most 
modest fee we were let in on the mysteries 
of waxing, the techniques of proper cross
countrying, the discoveries of their exciting 
trails and an end-of-the-day run for those 
who were still up to it to Churchill Farm 
in Forest Dale. A repeat of this event another 
year-and again sharing it with the Rutland 
and Burlington Sections-will be something 
to work towards. We are in the process of 
investigating the possibility of cooperative 
agreements with the U.S. Forest Service in 
order to be able to maintain the cross-country 
trails in our area which are on their land. 

CAROL SMITH, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION 

Forty-eight outings were held by the Section 
last year with over 450 persons in attendance. 
Members enjoyed a variety of winter outings. 
Besides snowshoe and cross-country ski hikes, 
we had a spaghetti dinner at Bolton Lodge, 
Christmas dinner and overnight at ADK 
Winter Camp in the Adirondacks and our 
25th Oyster Stew at Taylor Lodge. We have 
43 events scheduled for April-October. Cathy 
Frank, Dot Myer and their committee put 
their heads together and came up with a 
sugar-on-snow-party, kite flying, compass 
hike, butternut hunt and a multitude of 
hikes, bike rides and canoe trips. The Section 
will again support the Vermont Diabetic 
Association by joining in their bike-a-thon 
which is planned for the first of May. Members 
have volunteered to participate in the 
Educational Television auction by answering 
telephones and taking down bids. Al Perkins 
will hold two "mini" First Aid sessions. The 
first will concentrate on "breathing and 
bleeding" with a film on mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation; the second will feature fractures 
and a film on hypothermia. Emphasis of 
the sessions will be on improvisations and 
handling "trail type" injuries. 

Seven work parties for trails and shelters 
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are planned for this year. The properties 
chairpeople have some jobs lined up for this 
summer. These include creosoting, building 
an outhouse at Puffer Shelter and replacing 
a log at Taft Lodge. The trails committee 
will be busy again this year with locating an 
ideal route in the Bolton area and will continue 
trail work on the section already flagged. 

There has been a slight increase in 
membership this past year. We had a total 
of 468 members in January. Of this number, 
264 are adults, 32 juniors, 39 senior citizens, 
7 life members and 28 families. 

CARLENE WHITCOMB, Reporter 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 

With the annual meeting and dinner on 
the 26th of March, the Connecticut Section 
completed its eighth year. Organized in April 
1969, with 27 charter members, it can look 
with much pride and pleasure on its progress 
since then and particularly at the progress 
made this year. Especially noteworthy is the 
fact that today it has 102 members, a gain 
of 13 during the year and more than three 
times the number of charter members in 1969. 

The Section has firmly established the 
practice of holding bi-monthly meetings of 
its Executive Committee and thrice-yearly 
activities meetings during which business is 
transacted and activity schedules formulated. 
These regular meetings have served to 
stimulate interest in the Section, to maintain 
continuity and to provide that long-range 
view of coming events which for so long was 
missing from the Section's operation and is 
so needed to permit it to assign priorities 
for the members' valuable leisure time. 

The Section completed a sizeable renovation 
of Caughnawaga Shelter and a costly repair 
at Kid Gore-and all within its meager 
budget. Its members certainly cannot overlook 
the very large part that the new look of 
TRAIL TALK, the Section's bi-monthly 
publication, has contributed to the Section's 
success. In addition to attracting new 
members, it has maintained the interest of 
the old timers . Other highlights: 

Forty-three activities were scheduled though 
the riumbers participating in all activities were 
not recorded. Among the highlights was the 
Section's seven-day summer canoe trip over 
and between 18 lakes of Algonquin Provincial 
Park in Ontario, Canada. The nine-member 
party (4 canoes) was led by Section Treasurer 
Richard B. Smith. Another was' President 
Herb van Winkelen's annual winter snowshoe 
hike on the Northville-Lake Placid, N.Y. 
Trail with four participating. 

Three work trips were conducted with 19 
members participating. With the major 
repairs that were made to the Caughnawaga 
Shelter (logs in rear replaced, roof nailed 
and all nail holes tarred) it should again be 
serviceable for several more years. Latrine 
at Kid Gore was rebuilt and moved to a 

new location. Directional signs, in and near 
the shelters, were appropriately placed. 

The shelters the Section is responsible for 
are in good condition and its portion of the 
trail (approximately one-half of which was 
relocated last summer) is also in good shape. 
Recruiting young members, 18 and under, 
continues to be a problem as the Section 
has only nine members in this category. 

It can be reported that, considering all 
aspects of its organization and operations, 
the Section is in good health, "Thumbs Up," 
and ready for an active summer of working 
and hiking on the Long Trail. 

ANTHONY H. SHOOKUS , Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

The Montpelier Section was found to be 
alive and well at its annual meeting on April 
1 at Bethany Church. In fact, the turnout 
was most satisfactory considering the pre
carious (we almost said foolish) choice of 
date, about 30 adults and children in all. 

The location and dinner was a departure 
from previous years' covered-dish supper at 
the Old Brick Church in East Montpelier. 
This time it was pot luck in the purest sense, 
and the meal was amazingly varied and well
balanced. And cheap. 

Following dinner we conducted our annual 
business meeting. We elected new officers 
and talked briefly about our Sectional state 
of affairs. The membership count holds 
steady at about 40. We have enjoyed a 
healthy fiscal balance since we raised dues 
last year to $5.00 for adults. For our size 
we continue to offer an impressive variety 
of activities throughout the year, sometimes 
as often as once a week. We have seen several 
new faces lately and hope that some of them 
will stay with us. Like most Sections we 
find it difficult to attract younger members. 

In addition to the routine maintenance 
of our part of the Long Trail and Sterling 
Pond Lodge, we cleared and blazed trails 
on both sides of Mount Hunger with expert 
advice from District Forester Conrad Motyka. 
We also built a waterbar for a private property 
owner on the East Montpelier side of the 
mountain. 

REIDUN NUQUIST, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 

Over 50 members were on hand March 25 
when President Neil Kirby opened our 6lst 
annual meeting, reviewed the results of the 
past year, and set our goals for 1977 . 

We began 1976 with 457 members and 
welcomed 10 new op.es during the year. With 
13 resignations and 10 deceased, our numbers 
are down, but thanks to the enthusiasm and 
effort of our various chairmen and their 
committees, participation in Club activities 
has gone up. Member and guest use of our 
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Camp at Thendara in 1976 rose over 183. 
Weekend outingli were highly successful - the 
number taking part almost doubled that of 
1975. A highpoint was the fall foliage weekend 
in the Catskills when 34 intrepid souls braved 
torrential rains to get there. Our Sunday 
hikers enthusiastically turned out for a day 
of instruction in cross-country skiing, but 
we'll have to wait until next year to check 
on their prowess because there was no more 
snow for the rest of the winter. Although 20 
paddlers turned out for three weekend canoe 
trips-two white water and one cruise through 
the Pine Barrens of New Jersey-a Sunday 
day trip on a placid river elicited no interest 
for the second year in a row. 

At a General Meeting in October the Bylaws 
were amended to establish a new class of 
membership for Juniors, the aim being to 
encourage greater participation by members' 
children in the section's activities and to ease 
the transition to full membership when they 
become 18. At the same meeting, to keep 
pace with rising costs, the annual dues were 
increased for the first time since 1969 and it 
was also decided that a greater portion of 
these dues would be allocated to maintenance 
and improvements at Thendara. 

As the annual meeting ended, John Romeo, 
one of our trustees of the main club, took 
off for Vermont for the meeting of the GMC 
board to be held in Rutland the next day. 
He took with him the news that the New 
York Section membership had just voted 
unanimously to authorize its board of 
directors to spend $4,450 on the upgrading 
of the New York Section of the Long Trail 
in Vermont. The great increase in hiker 
traffic has caused serious erosion problems 
in the Monroe Skyline-Camel's Hump area 
of the trail. This action to start work on its 
rehabilitation should be great news for all 
GMC'ers. 

So, that's the status of New York Section 
as we all take to the woods to search for 
those signs that Spring has arrived. 

MARY BAYONE, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

The Sterling Section is pleased to report 
an increase in its membership for 1977 over 
that a year ago - not substantial in absolute 
terms but still significant. Last year our official 
count was 40 (35 adults and 5 juniors) and 
today it stands at 48 (43 adults and 5 juniors). 
We experienced a high per cent of renewal 
memberships, a return to the fold of a few 
lapsed members, one transfer from another 
Section and several wholly new members. 

Compared to those Sections which offer a 
broad variety of hikes, including overnights, 
plus bicycling, canoeing and other activities, 
our outingli schedule remains quite limited 
in scope - basically day hikes on trails not 
too far removed from Morrisville. We hold 
these at roughly two-week intervals through 
the summer, fall and late winter. 

Work accomplishments on the 8~ miles 
of Long Trail and certain connecting trails 

May, 1977 

for which we are responsible were very limited 
in 1976. Our biggest efforts were in the 
rebuilding of two bridges washed out in 
August by the heavy rains of Hurricane Belle. 

BOB HAGERMAN, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

At the present time our membership stands 
at 63, in comparison to 75 at this time last 
year. We hope it will increase considerably. 

We have varied our activi~ies during the 
past year by having hikes in different areas, 
which included the Appalachian Trail, 
Metacomet-Monadnock Trail, bicycle trip, 
moonlight hike (blizzard instead!), cross
country ski and snowshoe trips; and we found 
that food or even refreshments draw a much 
larger group such as potluck supper, spaghetti 
supper, clam chowder, even in stormy weather. 
More brave souls attend winter activities. 
About the usual workers attend the work 
parties on the trail, and the usual hikers 
attend hikes plus a few extras and guests. 

Our Eleventh Annual Meeting was held on 
a dark and dreary Sunday of February 13 
at the Williamsburg (Mass.) Grange Hall, 
attended by 30 members and guests. It was 
preceded by a five-mile hike on the old 
Burgy Bullet Railroad bed from Look Park 
in Leeds west to Williamsburg in squashy 
snow, and a chowder and sandwich lunch 
and a 9" x 26" beautifully decorated cake. 
Our special guest was Larry Van Meter, 
Executive Director, who offered much helpful 
comment on several issues, and showed GMC 
slides of the Long Trail, with emphasis on 
ecology. Your reporter was chairperson of 
the day's activities. 

We expect some damage to trees on our 
section of the trail caused by the winds and 
heavy deep snow. This will be taken care of 
on our Work Party of May 14 and 15. Much 
bridging was done last year south of the Jeep 
Road in the Seth Warner area. 

DOROTHY B. KNIGHT, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 

The thrust of Worcester Section's activities 
this past winter and early spring has been 
in the area of snowshoeing and - canoeing! 

There were hikes held on some of the 
new trails cut last autumn on Mount 
Wachusett, and these were well attended, 
considering the intense cold at the time. 
The most memorable snowshoe hike, however, 
was one held at midnight on a hill within 
walking distance of the camp at Cedar 
Meadow Pond. An intrepid party of nine 
left Roger Jones's house in four-degree 
temperatures and a strong wind. The hikers 
crossed the moonscape that was frozen 
Bumcoat Pond, moved up the Midstate Trail, 
and paused on the hilltop for pictures and 
an attempt to locate constellations and 
planets. "Pause" is the correct word because 
the cold was almost unbearable and the thin 
sliver of moon seemed less than friendly. 

The group wended its way back, as it had 
come, by flashlight. Some partook of an offer 
of hot chocolate and cookies from Cindy 
Jones; others stole off into the solace of their 
warm beds. 

The canoeing season opened as it did last 
year with a run down the Seven-Mile River. 
Whereas the river had been navigable in 
February, 1976, this March it was still locked 
in ice, and attempts to make it to the 
destination had to be abandoned. All was 
not in vain, however, for now additional 
canoes will sport the loon decal award 
originated by Roger Jones and Rich Spedding. 
(Does this mean these winter canoeists are as 
"crazy as a loon?") 

Another "hardwater" canoe trip on March 
20 on Lake Quinsigamond found those along 
literally chopping their way to clear water; 
but it was a fine winter day and a great 
place to be. The most successful trip so far 
this season was a fast run on a clear day 
on the Quaboag River below the rapids at 
West Warren. Upcoming trips are Beaver 
Brook, New Hampshire, and the Saco River 
in Maine, the latter an overnighter. 

On March 26 the annual Sugar-on-Snow 
supper was held at Adams Square Con
gregational Church in Worcester. This 
occasion was the "last hurrah" of Sugarmaster 
Jim Green, who received a most sincere 
tribute from those attending. Bob and Anne 
Humes showed slides of their canoe trip in 
the Ozarks. 

Following a spurt of new members in 1976, 
Club membership this year has remained 
about the same. All of us are looking forward 
to spring and summer activities. 

BILL HAITH, Reporter 

WHO'S WHO IN THE SECTIONS 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is a roster 
of key officers for the different Sections for 
the 1977 calendar year or 1977-78 fiscal 
year as the case may be (officers of Sections 
not listed here we hope to carry in the 
August LTN). Each Section, of course, has 
various other officers but much as we'd like 
to give everybody due recognition, we can't 
justify the space needed to provide a lengthier 
list. However, GMC headquarters does have 
a separate list of the Sections' respective 
Outings Chairmen (see "The Pack Basket" 
for details). The Sections' trustees will be 
included in the full roster of board members 
to appear in the August LTN. If any GMC'er 
needs the names of any other Section officers, 
we suggest he or she contact the appropriate 
president listed here. 

Bread Loaf 
President: David Bennett, 1 Adirondack 
View, Middlebury, VT 05753 

Burlington 
President: Hollie Johnson, c/o Leo Campi, 

Jones Brook Road, RD #2, Montpelier, 
VT 05602; Trails Co-Chairmen: Jack 

(see OFFICERS, Page 8) 
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(From OFFICERS, Page 7) 
Harrington, 74 So. Willard St., Burlington, 
VT 05401 and Bill Tennett, 67 Bradley 
St., Burlington, VT 05401; Properties Co
Chairmen: Ralph Gibbs, 471 J,-2 St. Paul 
St., Burlington, VT 05401 and Jack Lance, 
Box 74, Shelburne, VT 05482. 

Connecticut . 
President: Peter G. Dabbs, 105 Sperry Dnve, 

Guilford, CT 06437; First Vice President/ 
Trails and Shelters: Joseph J. Kekacs, 14 
Boyle Drive, Enfield, CT 06082. 

Killington 
President: Carl Schmidt, 73 Edgerton St., 

Rutland, VT 05701; Trails and Shelters: 
Raymond Catozzi, 103 Bellevue Ave., 
Rutland, VT 05701. 

Montpelier 
President/Trails and Shelters: Paul Wallace

Brodeur, 4 Pleasant St., Montpelier, VT 
05602 

New York 
President: Cornelius Kirby, 318 Park St., 

Upper Montclair, NJ 07043;_ Vermont 
Trails and Shelters: Ira T. Elhs, Jr., 249 
Coachlight Square, Montrose, NY 10548. 

Pioneer Valley . 
President: Douglas James, 936 Granville Rd., 

Westfield, MA 01085; Trails and Shelters: 
David Ledger, 150 White Oak Rd., 
Williamstown, MA 01267. 

Sterling 
President: Robert L. Hagerman, Box 671, 

Morrisville, VT 05661; Trails and Shelters: 
Brent Teillon, RFD - Elmore Mt. Rd., 
Morrisville, VT 05661. 

Worcester 
President: Paul Morrell, 17 Davis Road, 

Auburn, MA 01501; Trails and Shelters: 
Lester Vielle, Box 29, South Oxford Rd., 
West Millbury, MA 01586. 

Bennington 
President: Robert M Agard, Box 49, North 

Bennington, VT 05257. 

MEADS' LOG CABIN 
AVAILABLE TO GMC'ERS 

Alan and Gretchen Mead of the St. Albans 
Section, GMC, have built a cabin that is open 
for use by other Green Mountain Club 
members when they are in the area. 

The cabin, completed with much member 
help, is 12' by 24', one-half mile from road 
acces.s with a striking view of Mt. Mansfield 
from the porch. It is located in Fairfax on 
the Mead's woodlot, sleeps ten, and is heated 
with a wood stove. There is a picnic area 
with a fireplace and picnic table and a SJ?~ng 
at the bottom of the hill. Marked hiking 
trails circle the property. . 

The cabin was built with peeled white 
pine poles for framing that were cut to clear 
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the site. Rough lumber for siding and floor 
was brought in on a friend's log skidder to 
within 100 yards of the. camp, bu~ that was 
an uphill 100 yards which local high school 
students helped to scale with the boards. 
Unfortunately, the Meads ran short of 400 
board feet before finishing; this and over 20 
bundles of wood shingles had to be carried 
in much further. 

The Meads hope that GMC members will 
feel free to use the cabin. The only thing they 
ask is to limit the stay to three days and to 
give them a little advance notice. Their 
addres.s is R.D. #2, Fairfax, Vt. 05454 and 
they can give you directions. . 

Alan is a trustee of the St. Albans Sectlon 
and past President of the Connecticut Section. 
Gretchen is a member of the St. Albans 
Section. Together they run Mead Rent-A
Canoe during the summer with lean-tos on 
the Lamoille River for camping. 

THE INDISPENSABLE WHATSIT 

What inexpensive icem weighing just a 
few ounces can serve the following purposes 
on the hiking trail: sweatband, wash loth, 
face towel, hat, sunshield, sit-upon, pack, 
bandage, cravat, sling, handkerchief, face 
warmer, fly swatter, mosquito net and/or 
"swoosher'', tablecloth, cooling wet head
band, dishcloth, dish towel, fan, halter 
(for Twiggy-type gals), napkin, ~ieve, 
tourniquet, dog collar, potholder, mner 
sole for boot or shoe, dust cloth, apron, 
wrap for a sandwich or oth<:r item, and 
trail marker? The answer 1s the GMC 
neckerchief-cravat which is being produced 
and sold (as a fund- raising venture) by 
the Burlington Section, the Club's ex
perienced outdoor couturier (specializing 
in GMC T-shirts). 

The large, triangular-shaped, 100 per 
cent cotton neckerchief comes in light 
blue, beige, yellow or green with the 
GMC emblem printed in green. The 
Section advises that prospective buyers 
should "not be deceived by cheap imitations 
which will never stand up to the thirty 
tested uses listed above.") 

The neckerchief can be purchased for 
$2.00 plus $.30 mailing charge by sending 
an order (with choice of base color) to 
Cathy Frank, 31 Bilodeau Parkway, 
Burlington, VT 05401 (make checks 
payable to Burlington Section, G~q. 
N.B. Initial supply of the neckerchief 1s 
quite limited. The Section so far has 
produced onlv a small quantity pending a 
determination of market demand. So by 
all means send an order, if interested, but 
be prepared for a pos.sible delay in delivery. 

And P.S. Additional bona fide uses for 
the neckerchief are being solicited by the 
Section. Send your tested applications to 
Dot Pirkanen, 31 Village Green, Burlington, 
VT 05401. (Editor's Suggestion: A banner 
for GMC'ers to wave on the top of 
previously unclimbed mountains.) 

Don and Bev Remick brewing up their traditional 
oyster stew at Taylor Lodge in 1974. 

BEV AND DON AND THE STEW 

For 25 years, in February, Bev Remick h~s 
bought a large container of oysters, put Jt 

in a pail, and placed it in a rucksack to 
be carried to Taylor Lodge on the Long 
Trail for the Burlington Section's famous 
oyster stew hike. In 1974 Harold Collins, who 
participated in the first oyster_srew .s~pper, 
recalled that the idea for the outmg ongmated 
at the time of the dedication of the "new" 
Taylor Lodge. (The old lodge burned in 
1950 when a group of boys staying there 
during Christmas vacation tried to bum 
mattres.ses for fuel.) He wrote that "some of 
us began talking about how nice it would be 
to have a snowshoe hike in, have supper, 
and hike out after dark with lanterns and 
flashlights . The idea caught on, and the first 
oyster supper at Taylor Lodge was held on 
February 2, 1952, with 30 present, and D.on 
and Bev in charge. Don was then a semor 
at UVM and Bev a junior." 

Since then, only one year (1968) has pas.sed 
without the outing. In 1967 attendance had 
climbed to 62 and the Remicks decided they 
just couldn't handle that many people. T~e 
event had simply become too popular (1t 
was then open co any interested pe:s~m). 
Among other things it had b:en pubhcized 
by articles in the New Yo;k Times, the Fo_rd 
Times, and Vermont Life. Harold Collins 
recalled that "after several years the crowds 
became tremendous. Seemingly they came 
from all over the northern part of the state. 
There was no place to sit down an~ you st<;>od 
up supporting each other almost hke sardmes 
in a can. It is good that this phase has pas.sed 
and only members of the Burlington. s~ction 
participate." That limitation on part1c1pa.nts 
began with revival of the oyster stew outmg 
in 1969. 

How did Bev manage to feed as many as 62 
people using a wood stove whose surface is 
about two feet square (but whose actual 
heating area is even smaller)? The answer is 
well - very well. For an average group of 
30-35, she has used a gallon of oysters, eight 
quarts of milk, and a P?und of bu.tter. Her 
biggest problem, she said, was trymg to fit 
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all the pots on the stove when the number 
of hikers (eaters) increased and she had to 
use double rhe number of pots. It was then 
that iliey carried in a portable stove. 

The weather was always the same -
unpredictable. In Harold's description it 
could be, and has been, "cold, warm, ice, 
rain, snow, no snow to speak of, and so much 
snow that the lead person on snowshoes 
would change every few yards." The most 
serious casualty occurred in deep snow in 
1973 when Larry Dean broke his leg on the 
descent. One section of the trail was steep, 
and Bev recalled that one year when the 
snow was icy, they strung ropes for hikers 
to hang onto at this spot. This section has 
since been re-routed. 

SALLY S. SPEAR 

TRAILS AND SHELTERS BRIEFS 

- The Vermont Department of Forests, 
Parks and Recreation has backtracked from 
its announcement last year that two trails 
on state lands had been closed. Those were 
the Forest City Trail on Camel's Hump and 
the Laura Cowles Trail on Mt. Mansfield. 
In the first case, while the trail itself is open, 
two bridges over which the trail had run 
are closed (one which crossed Brush Brook 
has actually been removed, while the other, 
which crosses an unnamed tributary of that 
brook, is said to be "in bad shape" and 
definitely unsafe). Thus while hikers can use 
the trail, the Department urges extreme 
caution when crossing the two streams, 
particularly in high water. The GMC has 
asked the Department to give high priority 
to rebuilding the bridges. Jim Cronin, District 
Forester for the area which includes the 
Camel's Hump State Park, told the L TN he 
would like to rebuild them this year. The 
problem, however, is funding the approximately 
$500 needed for materials and bulldozing 
work. Cronin said some private group could 
help considerably by taking over the whole 
project or by at least financing the Department's 
cash needs for the project which would permit 
Department personnel to do the actual 
construction. As for the Laura Cowles Trail, 
while it will be open, according to Cronin, 
the Department still has it under study for 
possible closing because of serious erosion 
problems and hazards to public safety. 

- The Mt. Carmel Trail, while open, is 
no longer being maintained. The firetower 
on its summit was taken down last year, 
removing a key attraction for the climb. 

- That major relocation of the Long Trail 
from Harmon Hill northwards over Glastenbury 
Mt. is expected to be officially open June 1. 
Possibly uncompleted by that date, however, 
is the relocated trail's new bridge over City 
Stream near Vermont Rt. 9 to be named 
the Bill MacArthur Bridge in honor of the 
longtime active GMC and Pioneer Valley 
Section member who died Oct. 30, 1975. 

- The Connecticut Section reports that 
the U.S. Forest Service has recently completed 
a photographic survey of Long Trail signs for 
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purposes of evaluating the style, clarity, 
appearance and durability of different type 
signs. The best one, the USFS concluded, 
was one made by CS Vice President Peter 
Dabbs and put up by the Section at the 
north end of the stretch of LT which it 
maintains. A small, unpainted, routed sign, 
it reads "WELCOME TO THE CONNECTI
CUT SECTION OF THE LONG TRAIL -
PLEASE DO NOT LITTER." According to 
the CS's newsletter, Trail Talk, the USFS 
likes "it so much that they plan to adopt 
that style as their style throughout the National 
Forest." Congratulations to Dabbs and the 
Section for the accomplishment and 
recognition. 

- Butler Lodge now has a new stove, 
ilianks to the efforts of eight Burlington 
Sectioneers, Harris Abbott, Andy Thoma, 
Carlene Whitcomb, Ray Bard, John Sharp, 
Jack Lance and Rod and Rick Rice. In 
mid-February the group hauled in a 45 pound 
stove made by anoilier GMC'er, Lyman 
Howard, plus five sections of stovepipe. 
Traveling on snowshoes they used a small 
plastic sled to transport the stove to Butler 
where it was installed and, we trust, properly 
inauguuted with a good fire. 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Editor 

AMC "AUGUST HIKING WEEK" 

A special hiking event in the White 
Mountains, officially sponsored by the 
Appalachian Mountain Club but open to 
GMC members, has been announced by two 
of the event's four leaders, GMC'ers (and 
AMC'ers) Dick and Betty Church of Millbury, 
Mass. 

The hike week, Aug. 13-20 (with Aug. 12 
an optional addition), is open to 20 qualified 
hikers. On tap is a combination of hikes to, 
and overnights at, the Lakes-of-the-Clouds, 
Madison and Carter's Notch Huts with base 
camp the AMC's Pinkham Notch head
quarters. The hikes are generally rated B-3 
which is from five to eight miles per day 
at a moderate pace with packs. Cost of the 
trip is about $165 per person. 

Full information and application forms are 
available from the trip's other two co-leaders, 
Marianne Gideon and Bill Chapman, 121 
N. Van Pelt St., Philadelphia, PA 19103, 
Tel. (evenings) 215-567-5399. Deadline for 
receipt of applications is July 15. 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
.. .informs others of his or her schedule or 
planned trip route, particularly when hiking 
alone. 

Editor's Notes 

Florida Getting Its Own Long Trail 
Back in 1910 when James P. Taylor and 22 others launched the Green Mountain Club, 

their idea of a wilderness trail the length of Vermont must have seemed an impossible dream. 
It took 21 years to do it but in 1931 that impossibility had become a reality. Something o( a 
replay of that experience, and on even a grander scale, is now occurring in Florida. Since 
1966 volunteer members of the Florida Trail Association have been pursuing the vision of 
Miami Realtor James A. Kem by hacking out some 500 miles of what eventually will be a 
1,300 mile trail from the sawgrass regions of the Everglades norh to the Blackriver State Park 
near Pensacola. A key difficulty has been getting permission of private landowners to have 
the trail cross their property. Agreements which have been reached in some, and perhaps all, 
cases are distinctly different from those which the GMC has up here in Vermont: where 
anybody can hike the Long Trail, and thus get the benefits of those agreements, in Florida 
use of the new trail is limited to members of the FT A, who pledge to keep gates closed, not 
carry firearms and respect property owner's rights. The FT A expects it may well be another 
ten years before the trail is finished. 

Stephen K. Rice, author of the article on greenhouse composting in the February LTN, 
should have received more of an introduction as he's done a lot more than just write about 
that subject. Steve is a Forestry Technician with the U.S. Forestry Service at its Northeastern 
Forest Experiment Station in Durham, N .H . Development of sewage composting techniques 
for backcountry application has been one project of the Station's backcountry research 
program, or _more_ officially, its R~_arch Progra~ on Dispersed Recr~ation . St~ve bas ha? a 
major hand m guiding and superYlSmg that project . He first became involved m developmg 
such alternative sewage disposal methods back in 1972 when be was working as a member of 
the Appalachian Mountain Club's trail crew in New Hampshire. He is, incidentally, a two 
time Long Trail End-to-Ender. 

There was an error and an omission in the list of 1976 End-to-Enders published in the 
February, LTN. The error was in the certificate numbers of David Faller of Columbus, Ohio, 
who was listed as the 37th End-to-Ender in 1976 and No. 900 in the cumulative End-to-End 
roster; that should have been, respectively, 38th and No. 901. Inadvertently left out was Paul 
Mazuzan, also of Columbus, who was the 37th in 1976 and No. 900. 

We have another Coast-to-Coaster! On Feb. 21 23-year-old Mark Johnson of North 
Carolina completed a cross-country hike which lasted 418 days and took him some 9,000 miles 
through all 48 of the contiguous states. 
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Killington Section Hosts Another Intersectional At Tamarack 
The 1977 Intersectional will be returning 

to the site of the 1963, 1967 and 1973 
Intersectionals. That's the camp at Tamarack 
Notch in beautiful Aitken State Forest in 
Mendon, near Rutland. It is the former 
Rutland Girl Scout Camp and is still used as 
a day camp by the Scouts as well as many 
other groups. Killington Section will again 
host this Intersectional. The event will run 
from Saturday, Aug. 27, through Monday 
(Labor Day), Sept. 5. Arrangements can be 
made for arrivals Friday, Aug. 26, but 
advance notice must be given (and see under 
Charges and Reservations about where to 
provide such notice). 

Getting There - Tamarack Notch is 
located in the foothills of the Coolidge Range 
a few miles out from the city of Rutland, 
from which it can be easily reached from 
either U.S. Rt. 4 or U.S. Rt. 7. From Rt. 7 
in Rutland tum east on Killington Ave. 
(opposite the south end of the Main Street 
Park between Christ the King Church and a 
school) . Proceed east 1.9 miles to the end of 
Killington Ave. at Town Line Road, turn 
south (right) and continue 0.7 miles to the 
next ' 'Y" intersection (Notch Road) and take 
the left fork. Continue-up the mountain 1.2 
miles until you come to another intersection. 
This time keep right (i.e . straight ahead) 
down a short hill. The camp gate is at the 
bottom - if you come to a sharp left tum 
in the road you have passed the gate! 

From Rt. 4 east of Rutland, tum onto 
Town Line Road at the blinker light (Leisure 
Lines store is on the southwest comer of this 
intersection). Proceed south on Town Line 
Road past the intmection with Killington Ave. 
and follow the above instructions. Another 
possible approach is via the Wheelerville Road 
which connects Rt. 4 part way up the 
mountain; it passes through the Rutland 
City Forest and winds its way through to 
the top of the Notch Road. But this is not 
dependable as it frequently suffers from 
washouts. The Bucklin Trail from Killington 
Mt. comes down to this road. We do not 
advise its use with a heavily-loaded car. 

Facilities - The camp itself is on a gravel 
flat a hundred feet above the Cold River. 
The center of the camp is an open field but 
most of the area is wooded. Since this area 
was once developed as a picnic area by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, there are a 
number of pleasant campsites with fireplaces 
in the woods accessible by car on a one-way 
loop road. The elevation is 1,400 ft. so it is 
apt to be cool - bring plenty of warm 
clothing and sleeping bags. The camp has a 
main lodge where evening programs can be 
held and crafts building which is an open 
pavilion where the two weekend square 
dances will be held. The camp boasts a 
beautiful pool, ideal for childen as it has 
sloping sides. Parents are expected to supervise 
their children in the pool at all times. 
Hopefully a pair of outdoor showers will be 
installed near the pool. 

Page 10 

For accommodations there is one cabin 
with dormitory-style bunks which single~ 
might use for sleeping quarters or where late 
arrivals mi~ht like to bed down and then set 
up camp m the morning (reservations for 
these are urged, but nor essential, particularly 
for those in the "late-arrival" category) . Other 
housing are five open cabins, each with 
beds for eight people, and one semi-dosed 
cabin with stove and running water. The 
latter, which can sleep four people, we like 
to keep for some of our older members who 
might enjoy corning to see their friends but 
who cannot rough it like they used to! 
Reservations are essential for these. And there 
are, of course, the abovementioned campsites 
for tenting. Related to these are two open 
shelters with picnic tables for eating meals 
under cover. There are no trailer hook-ups 
or dumping facilities and the pull up the 
hill of a trailer is a strain on your car but 
if you bring one, it can be parked in the 
field. 

What To Bring - Campers should bring 
their own food (refrigeration will be available 
but you need a labeled container or bag for 
your items), campin.g gear, stove (or reserve a 
fireplace) , and utensils; the camp kitchen 
and equipment cannot be loaned out. A 
folding table and chairs will be helpful. 

Restrictions - Due to prior unhappy 
exp riences the lntersectional Committee 
requests that no pets be brought to the 1977 
Intersectional. Wood fires will be restricted 
to existing fireplaces and camp circles. There 
is plenty of down wood for firewood; no 
trees may be cut. 

Activities - The activities schedule at this 
writing is still in the formative stages but we 
can promise a square or folk dance each 
weekend, campfire programs, demomtrations, 
and fabulous slide shows. There will also be 
an auction, so bring along whatever you can 
to donate to a good cause. Each day we 
will try to schedule a long hike and a short 
hike or nature walk. There will also be several 
trips to points of historical ·or other interest 
in the area. One special event will be a dinner 
Sunday night, Aug. 28, put on by members 
of the Tamarack Notch Aitken Forest Corp. , 
the non-profit owner-operator of the 
Tamarack Notch Camp. The charge will be 
$3 .00 for adults, $1.50 for children up to 
age 12, and 50 cents for toddlers. Resexvations 
for the dinner must be made by Aug. 19. 
And on Saturday morning, Sept. 3, the 
Killington Section will put on a breakfast 
at $1.00 for adults, 75 cents for children 
up to age 12, and 50 cents for toddlers. 
A complete activities schedu.le should be ready 
by the end of May when we expect to have 
a supply available at the Club's annual 
meeting. The schedules (which will include 
a reservation form for the Aug. 28 dinner) 
will also be available through an lntersectional 
contact person for each Section. And they 
will be available from the undersigned at 
the address given below. 

Charges and Reservations - Charges this 
year will be $1. 50 per person per night or 
$10 for seven to nine nights. Family rate 
is $4. 00 per night or $20 for five to nine 
nights. Inquiries for further information, 
and reservations for cabin and shelter use 
(as noted above) and for the Aug. 28 dinner 
should be sent to the undersigned at 7 
Curtis Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, Tel. 802-
773-8621. Reserve early and avoid dis
appointment. The Killington Section hopes 
to make this a marvelous Intersectional for 
you - come and join us! 

JANET MARTIN, Chairman 

SPRING HIKING NOW 
DISCOURAGED ON ALL OF LONG 

TRAIL SYSTEM 
L TN readers may recall that for two 

years now the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation has, with 
GMC cooperation, carried out a program 
of discouraging hikers from climbing 
Camel's Hump during the spring thaw 
and mud season. The reasons are elemental: 
hikers' boots can do serious damage to 
muddy trails and to the fragile arctic 
tundra growth in the extreme high elevations 
of the mountain, much more than is the 
case when the trails and neighboring 
terrain are dry and, as a result, more 
stable. 

While the Department has the same 
program underway this year, the GMC 
has broadened such action considerably. 
At its March 26 meeting, the Club's board 
of trustees adopted a policy of discouraging 
hikers from using any of the Long Trail 
system during the spring mud season. In 
taking the action, the board noted that 
the period of snow melt and muddy trails 
varies considerably the length of the LT, 
depending on altitude, how far north or 
south, and how much winter snowfall and 
spring rain that there has been for a 
particular area. Thus the board did not 
set a specific range of dates to designate 
the mud season period but instead will 
depend on hiken; to exercise good judgment 
in assessing the condition of a trail they 
are thinking of hiking in the early spring -
and not doing so when muddy conditions 
still prevail. 

As for Camel's Hump, the Forests and 
Parks Department has again sent out 
publicity to the news media and posted 
signs on the approach trails and at the 
rangers' cabin there to discourage hikers 
from using the mountain up to, but not 
including, the Memorial Day weekend. 
And to add verbal explanation and 
persuasion, the cwo GMC-Srate rangers 
on the Hump during the 1977 hiking 
season are expected to be on duty at 
least one weekend before the Memorial 
Day weekend and possibly two. 
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GMC Reports To Legislature; 
Recommends Funds For Trails 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is an 
abstract, or summary, of the GMG's first 
official '/'eport to Vermont s General Assembly 
under terms of a resol¥tion adopted by that 
body six years ago. The abstract itself was 
based on a detazled report available on 
request to legislators (few requests were 
received, however). Prepared by CMG 
Executive Dz'rector Larry Van Meter, the 
abstract's basi'c information is probably 
generally familiar to most GMG'ers. What 
is new, however, is its recommendation for a 
State appropriation for hiking trails on State 
lands. The Legislature took no action on the 
recommendation (it's now adjourned until 
next year) though Larry and the CMG board 
of trustees did not really expect that to 
happen - not this year, anyway. 

In 1971, Joint Resolution No. R-44 
recognized the Green Mountain Club as 
founder and protector of the Long Trail 
system, and further requested that the Club 
report to the General Assembly such action 
as may be required to assure attractive 
hiking opportunities in Vermont. 

Use of the 435-mile Long Trail system and 
its 70 shelters was considered heavy in 1971, 
but has since increased roughly 30%. 
Especially heavy is the use on Mt. Mansfield 
(34,000 annually) and on Camel's Hump 
(11,000). The Green Mountain Club has 
been involved in a number of programs to 
help remedy the management problems 
created by such rapid growth. To minimize 
relocations of the Long Trail and to protect 
the rights of property owners through whose 
land it passes, the Club has negotiated 
licensing agreements with many landowners. 
To educate the hiking public and minimize 
environmental damage, particularly above 
treeline on Camel's Hump and Mt. Mansfield, 
the Club has hired and trained 20 shelter 
caretakers and 6 GMC/State ranger-naturalists. 

However, many difficulties remain. The 
mosl serious problem is trail erosion, a 
cumulative process resulting from heavy use 
of trai ls de.signed and built years ago for 
mu h less craffic . The situation worsens each 
year that manpower and funding are 
unavailable to construct basic, unobstrusive 
erosion control structures along the trails. 
The Green Mountain Club expects to stabilize 
its trails on private lands within a reasonable 
period, but some of the most severe erosion 
on the Long Trail system is found on the 
heavily used portion on State lands. Use of 
other trails located in State Parks and Forests 
is also heavier than ever. 

The Green Mountain Club feels that 
attractive hiking opportunities are a genuine 
asset to Vermont. In an effort to preserve 
this asset, and to fulfill the request of 1971 
Resolution, the Green Mountain Club makes 
the following recommendation: that the 
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General Assembly appropriate at least $20,000 
annually in the fiscal years 1978 and 1979 
for lh reconstruction and maintenance of 
hiking trails on Stare lands_ 

LONG TRAIL PATROL & RANGER 
PROGRAMS: A STATUS REPORT 

GMC field programs seem to go in cycles. 
College and work commitments of the young 
people we generally hire, coupled with low 
salaries, make for fairly high turnover from 
year to year. The two-year pattern seems 
to be one, of roughly 50 per cent turnover 
one year, and 80 to 90 percent turnover the 
next year, then back to 50 percent and so on. 

1977 is an 80 to 90 percent year. Besides 
high turnover in the Caretaker Program, 
none oflast year's ranger-naturalists is returning, 
and only one or two members of the Long 
Trail Patrol will be back. Although fitting 
new people into these jobs might present 
problems, the GMC is optimistic that careful 
hiring and orientation will make the transition 
a smooth one. 

The GMC-State ranger-naturalist program 
on Mt. Mansfield and Camel's Hump will 
be commencing in mid-May. Cooperative 
hiring with the Department of Forests and 
Parks was completed in late March and 
although actual assignments are not finalized 
at this writing, it appears that this season 
the six rangers will again be equally divided 
between males and females. The selection 
was not easy. Over 55 people applied for only 
six openings. 

Essentially no changes will be made in the 
rangers' basic approach to educating hikers, 
although they will be called upon this year 
to play a larger role in supervising nearby 
GMC caretakers. This service should allow 
the caretakers' supervisor more time to spend 
with those caretakers in more isolated locations, 
particularly in the southern part of the state. 

As in previous years, at least several rangers 
will remain on duty until mid-October. T his 
"snow-to-snow" coverage is deemed critical 
in proteCling the fragile summit areas in the 
busy late spring and early fall periods, as 
well as during the summer season. 

For the Long Trail Patrol, plans to have 
two crews this season - one in the southern 
part of the state completing cooperative 
contract work with U.S. Forest Service, and 
the other north of Vt. Rt. 15 in Johnson 
in the Patrol's traditional stomping ground
initially had to be abandoned · because of 
uncertainties in the final location of the 
Appalachian-Long Trail in the Stratton Pond 
area. But new life was breathed into the 
"two-crew concept" as a result of the New 
York Section making a generous commitment 
of funds to support a full-time crew on the 
Monroe Skyline. 

One crew will complete the remaining work 

on the Vt. 9-Glastenbury Shelter relocation, 
an eight or nine mile stretch on which the 
Patrol has already spent some 150 man-weeks 
over a two-year period. The Glastenbury 
crew will then move north and tend to a 
number of problems which have had little 
attention recently because of the Patrol's pre
occupation with the Glastenbury relocation. 
The other crew is expected to concentrate 
on chronic problem areas on the Monroe 
Skyline. 

Work plans are now being made. GMC'ers 
who know of problem spots on the Trail
missing signs, leaky roofs, poor outhouses, 
etc. -would do us all a big favor by contacting 
the Club office so that the appropriate 
responsible organization or Section can be 
notified and steps taken to correct the 
problems. 

LARRY VAN METER 
Executive Director 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS WANTED 

Committees of the Green Mountain 
Club's board of trustees can play a major 
role in developing policy and programs 
for the Club. With the GMC's annual 
meeting coming up and the start of a 
new fiscal year which that portends, a new 
roster of committees will be established 
in the near future. The membership of 
such committees is by no means limited 
to trustees only but can include GMC 
members who are not trustees. As such, 
the Club would very much like to hear 
from members who would like to serve 
in that capacity. 

The current roster of com1.1ittees is the 
following: End-to-End; Budget and 
Finance; Nominating; Group Services; 
Public Information; Caretakers; Member
ship; Office; Guide Book; Trails and 
Shelters; Long Range Planning; Con
servation; Fund Raising; Legal, Insurance 
and Endowment; Bylaws; 1978 Annual 
Meeting; and 1978 Intersectional. This 
list may well be changed for the upcoming 
year. One new committee which the board 
of trustees at its January meeting directed 
the President to establish is a Research 
Committee, which would aid the Executive 
Director in learning about, coordinating 
and authorizing research projects by out
side agencies or individuals relating in 
some way to the Long Trail system. 

Any GMC'er interested and willing to 
serve on a committee should send word 
to Executive Director Larry Van Meter, 
Box 94, Rutland, VT 05701. Let him 
know on which particular committee or 
committees you would like to serve and/ or 
what special skills or interests you have to 
offer if you are open to assignment on any 
committee. Send your notice promptly so 
as to be sure you are included for con
sideration when the 1977-78 committees 
are formed. 
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CARETAKER PROGRAM, 1977 

This coming summer GMC caretakers will 
b manning seventeen locations on the Long 
Trai l. * Compared to lase summer. four 
positions have been dropped and one added. 
Twin Brooks Tenring Area, Buchanan Lodge, 
Castlerock, and Bourn Pond will no longer 
be manned while Skyline Lodge will have 
a GMC Caretaker for the first time (last 
summer a caretaker was stationed there 
through the combined efforts of the Middle
bury Mountain Club and the Middlebury 
District of the U.S. Forest Service. 

In addition, a replacement caretaker will 
be hired for the southern portion of the Long 
Trail. This increases the number of replace
ment caretakers from two to three. One 
other personnel/ administrative change will 
be tried this summer: the Mt. Mansfield and 
Camel's Hump caretakers will be directly 
supervised by the GMC/State ranger-naturalists 
on those mountains. That will allow a trail 
supervisor position to be dropped from the 
Caretaker Program. Overall field management 
of the program is in the hands of the one 
Trail Supervisor. 

One result of these changes will be a slight 
increase in caretaker salaries (from $175 to 
$200 on the average). However, a continuing 
decrease in the number of caretaker applicants 
seems to indicate that higher salaries are 
necessary to attract and retain qualified 
people. 

On-the-trail education remains the care
taker's primary purpose, but it is hoped that 
with better training and orientation each 
caretaker will be able to undertake more 
extensive trailwork than in the past. 

The Caretaker Program wishes to express 
its gratitude to the GMC Sections which have 
supported the program , particularly with 
monetary contributions . . 

*Sterling Pond, Taft, Butler , Taylor, 
Bokon, Wiley, Gorham , Montclair Glen , 
Stark's Nesc, Glen Ellen, Cooper. Little Rock 
Pond, Griffith Lake, Bromley, Stratton Pond 
(two caretakers) and Congdon. Final selection 
of all caretakers had not been made as of 
press time; a full roster will appear in the 
August issue. 

HARRYT. PEET.JR. 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
. . . does well to leave at home any pets, 
particularly dogs, both for their own sake 
and for other hikers'; on the first, they can 
be painfully injured by porcupines and for 
the second, their barking, jumping and 
nuzzling can be very annoying to other 
people . 
. . . walks only on established trails in high 
elevation areas so as to protect rare and 
fragile flora growing there; if no trails, then 
walks on rocks as much as possible. 
... does not hike high elevations in the Green 
Mountains during the early spring thaw and 
mud season because hikers' footsteps damage 
wet and unstable trails much more than they 
do dry and stable trails. 
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Annual Meeting Arrangements Announced 
Arrangements for the Club's 1977 annual meeting get-together on Memorial Day 

weekend are now nearly complete, according to Hans and Ella Fritsch, co-chairmen 
for the event. GMC'ers will be gathering at Camp Keewaydin, the site of last year's 
meeting, which is located on Vermont Rt. 53 on the east side of Lake Dunmore in 
Salisbury about two miles north of Branbury State Park. 

The camp facilities will be available to GMC members and their guests from Friday, 
May 27, to Monday, May 30. There's this important change: the Frt"tsches have extended 
the deadline for reservations for both accommodations and meals from the April 15 
stated in the February LTN to May 15. For full information about arrangements and 
for a reservation form, GMC'ers should contact the Fritsches at Box 61, Framingham, 
MA 01093, Tel. 413-665-2677 . 

Some GMC'ers may, of course, wish to attend only the day of the annual business 
meeting, Saturday, May 28. Registration will begin at 9 a.m. and the meeting itself 
at 9:30. The Club is sponsoring two meals this day for which reservations are required 
(you can send reservations direct to the Fritsches without necessarily getting the 
abovementioned reservation form; in doing so, give the number of adults and children 
in your party as noted below; money itself will be collected at the time of each meal). 
The first is a lunch (grilled cheese and peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, salad, potato 
chips, fruit, cookies and beverage) at $2.00 for adults and $1.50 for children 10 and 
under. And that night there will be a banquet (chicken, mashed potatoes, mixed 
vegetables, rolls, butter, ice cream and beverage) for which the charge is $4 .95 for 
adults and $3. 75 for children 10 and under. The banquet will be followed by a program, 
details of which are not yet complete but which will probably include one or two color 
slide presentations and several short documentary movies. 

The Club gathering will certainly not be business only, important as that is. General 
pleasure activities include canoeing, rowboating, swimming and fishing on Lake 
Dunmore (the camp's craft may be used). A varied schedule of hikes is being arranged 
and for bicyclists there will be a bike trip (if you don't have your own, bikes can be 
rented in Middlebury). 

Two others working with the Fritsches on arrangements have been GMC President 
Ralph Bryant and Doris Washburn of the Bread Loaf Section, who is arranging the 
hike schedule. 

GMC BOARD ADOPTS GUIDELINES 
FOR ADOPT-A-SHELTER PROGRAM 

The Club's Adopt-A-Shelter program now 
has basic policy guidelines for its operation 
but needs somebody to assume responsibility 
for its administration. 

Under the program, GMC'ers - individu
ally, family or small group - "adopt" a 
shelter by performing certain inspection and 
maintenance services on a regular basis for 
a single shelter or lodge. An adopted shelter 
can be one maintained either by one of the 
GMC Sections or by some other agency, 
i.e. the GMC's own Long Trail Patrol, the 
U.S. Forest Service, the Middlebury Mountain 
Club, etc. The program is one way GMC'ers 
can play a direct role in helping to maintain 
the Long Trail system . 

At its meeting Jan. 22 the Club's board of 
trustees adopted the following administrative 
guidelines for operation of the program: 

- Approval must be received from the 
Section responsible for a particular shelter 
(or other agency with that responsibility) 
before that shelter can be included in the 
program. 

- A_dopters will be expected to inspect the 
shelter on a fairly regular basis, and promptly 
submit a standardized report of the inspection 
to the responsible Section (or other agency), 
with a copy to the Program Director. 

- Work by adopters will be limited to 
that involving no expenditure of money, 

except by prior arrangement with the 
responsible Section (or other agency). 

- The assignment of a shelter adopter 
does not supplant the Section's (or other 
agency's) maintenance obligations and 
responsibilities for that shelter. 

At that same meeting, President Ralph 
Bryant announced that Trustee Donald M. 
Wallace had resigned as director of the 
program. Ralph would like to hear from any 
GMC'er who would like to take over this 
responsibility (write or telephone him at 40 
Nixon Road, Framingham, MA 01701, Tel. 
617-877-0659). 

Under the abovementioned guidelines, the 
program director would answer GMC'ers' 
queries about the program, work out a specific 
shelter assignment for an interested potential 
adopter after clearing the way with the 
appropriate Section or other agency, and 
then see to the adopter's filing of inspection 
reports and other continuing administration 
involving the adopter and affected Section 
or other agency. 

LOST AND FOUND DEPARTMENT 
FOUND One pocketwatch (still 

running!) found March 20 on the Long Trail 
between Lincoln Gap and Mt. Abraham; 
owner may claim by contacting Suzanne 
Crowley, P.O. 110, Living and Leaming 
Center, University of Vermont, Burlington, 
VT 05401 or 77 Henlopen Ave., Rehoboth 
Beach. DE 19971. 
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