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Action on New Stratton Shelter, More AT, Act 250, Budget 
Action on new shelter facilities at 

Stratton Pond, Vermont's Act 250 en
vironmental law, GMC responsibility 
for an additional stretch of the Appa
lachian Trail, a proposed new trail in 
Canada, and a club budget for the 
coming year were highlights of a meet
ing of the GMC's board of trustees on 
March 27. 

The board gave its go-ahead to the 
Worcester Section's proposal for con
struction of a new shelter and related 
facilities at Stratton Pond. With the 
approval went a commendation to the 
section's Trails and Shelters Chair
man, Bob Heck, for his committee's 
considerable effort in developing a 
plan for the Stratton Pond area. That 
area, where the Long Trail itself is 
undergoing a major relocation, has 
been lacking a key shelter at the pond 
since Willis Ross Shelter burned sev
eral years ago. 

The section plans to construct the 
following: (1) a shelter with loft de
signed by Worcester Section member 
Norman Rayner to accommodate 20 
hikers with an overflow capacity of 
ten additional hikers; (2) a separate, 
open-sided cook shelter with fireplace 
and cooking counters (the idea of shift
ing cooking activities away from the 
shelter is to reduce t'he attendant fire 
and refuse hazards there and simply 
lessen occupant activity at the shel
ter); (3) two to four small tent plat
forms; (4) toilet facilities; and (5) pro
tective improvements for the existing 
spring at the Willis Ross site. This 
complex would be situated south of the 
Willis Ross site 300 to 600 feet from 
Stratton Pond on land owned by the 
International Paper Co. 

The motion of approval by the GMC 
board left room for possible modifica
tions of the Worcester Section plan as 
a result of contacts with other parties 
having an interest in the construction 
project. They include the IP Co., Ver
mont District Environmental Commis
sion and the U.S. Forest Service. The 
Worcester Section indicated its readi
ness to begin, and even complete, con
struction this year. But how soon it 
will be able to proceed remains to be 
seen. 

Act 250 Procedures Established 
In a somewhat related action, the 

GMC board approved a club policy 
proposed by Trails and Shelters Chair
man George Pearlstein for handling 
applications for permits for trail and 
shelter construction under Act 250, 
Vermont's environmental control law. 
The policy was developed in response 
to a policy adopted last fall by the 
state Environmental Board (EB) relat
ing to trail and shelter work above 
2,500 feet. Act 250 established that 
any development above that elevation 
requires a permit. 

(Under EB regulations relating to 
developments below 2,500 feet, trails 

Trustees Fred Gilbert (At Large), left, and Sherwin Start (Killington) discuss plans for a new shel
ter at Stratton Pond presented by the Worcester Section at the GMC trustees' meeting March 27. 



and shelter construction on the LT are 
generally considered "minor develop
ments" for which permits are not 
needed. But such projects are still sub
ject to other regulations, such as town 
zoning ordinances, and must be 
approved by the GMC's own Trails 
and Shelters Chairman.) 

The new EB policy establishes that 
"normal maintenance and improve
ments . . . [and] reconstruction" of 
existing trails, shelters and related 
facilities above 2,500 feet do not re
quire permits. New, expanded or relo
cated trails and shelters do require 
permits and the policy sets forth the 
requirements for obtaining same. The 
GMC policy in turn defines the respon
sibilities of the sections and the GMC 
Trails and Shelters Chairman and Ex
ecutive Director in applying for per
mits. Basically, the individual section 
is responsible for submitting an appli
cation, after having it approved by the 
main club. But the GMC policy permits 
and actually urges the sections to let 
the club's executive director handle 
most of the paperwork. 

Copies of both the Environmental 
Board and GMC policies have been 
mailed to section presidents and trails 
and shelters officers. Other interested 
GMC'ers may obtain copies from the 
club office. 

GMC Takes On More Of The AT 
Club trustees took on a major-but

not-so-major task when they voted to 
assume responsibility for another 20.5 
miles of the Appalachian Trail. The 
GMC has been taking care of 16.5 
miles of the AT from Sherburne Pass 
(where it leaves the Long Trail) to 
Vermont Rte. 12. The Dartmouth Out
ing Club has taken care of the AT from 
that point to the Connecticut River. In 
taking over the latter stretch, the GMC 
expects to delegate the major job of 
maintenance back to the DOC (a 
formal agreement remains to be 
worked out). If one wonders at this 
point why the GMC has assumed basic 
responsibility for this part of the AT, 
it's because the club will be in a posi
tion to obtain protective agreements 
for the trail with owners of private 
lands over which the AT passes. Such 
agreements will be similar to those 
obtained for the Long Trail from many 
landowners (see LT, August, 1975). 

Sparking the GMC takeover was the 
concern of various interested parties 
about how to secure some form of 
legal protection for all of the AT in 
Vermont. Under the National Scenic 
Trails Act, which applies to the AT, 
rights-of-way can be purchased but 
state and/or federal funds to do this 
have been lacking and some feel there 
are other problems associated with 
that approach. Legal restrictions pre
vent the Dartmouth Outing Club itself .. 
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from entering into landowner agree
ments such as the GMC has done and 
will now be able to do for this addi
tional stretch of AT. 

Possible Canadian Trail Tie-In 
Extension of the Long Trail into 

Canada? Prospects of just such a de
velopment were described to the GMC 
board by Executive Director Larry 
Van Meter as a result of a report 
received from a Canadian organi
zation, Les Sentiers de L'Estrie (East
ern Townships Association). The ETA 
wants to develop a major trail system 
in its area of Quebec and is seeking 
the GMC's reaction to the idea of a 
direct tie-in with the LT. The 
combination would be the "first inter
national trunk line trail,'' Larry ex
plained, and, for better or worse, that 
would probably result in a lot of pub
licity. The GMC board named Trustee 
Perry Tooker (a Canadian resident) as 
a committee of one to study the matter 
and report at the board's meeting in 
May. 

Budget Problems 
The board received further confir

mation of a major deficit in club fi
nances for the current fiscal year; 
then after wrestling for a time, it fin
ally settled on a deficit-but-not-deficit 
budget for the 1977 fiscal year begin
ning May 1. Treasurer Granget Kam
merer reported that expenses for the 
current fiscal year will exceed income 
by several thousand dollars. Key fac
tors producing this were income far 
shor t of budgeted expectations and the 
originally-unbudgeted expense of the 
club's new executive director. Funds 
to make up the shortfall are coming 
from various reserve funds. 

Beginning with the board's January 
meeting, Trustee Donald Wallace, 

AMC MARKS FIRST CENTURY 
The Green Mountain Club is now 

in its 66th year. But that's barely 
middle-aged when compared to the 
Appalachian Mountain Club which 
as the oldest mountaineering and 
conservation organization in the 
United States celebrates its lOOth 
birthday this year. Actually the 
celebration has already taken 
place, at least in part. Massachu
setts Gov. Michael Dukakis pro
claimed March 13 as Appalachian 
Mountain Club Day in recognition of 
the club's "100 years of public 
service." And that night a grand 
anniversary banquet was held in 
Boston with GMC President Ralph 
Bryant and Executive Director 
Larry Van Meter in attendance. 
The club hereby extends congratu
lations and best wishes to its sister 
organization on this historic 
occasion. 

Chairman of the Budget and Finance 
Committee, strongly urged a more con
servative budget approach. Wallace 
was countered on some points by Vice 
President Joseph Frank. The result is a 
budget which actually projects a defi
cit: $51,700 in expenses vs. $45,700 in 
income. Budgeted income basically 
includes only absolutely certain rev
enues. But other quite definite, though 
not budgeted, income is expected to 
off set most, if not all, the projected 
$6,000 deficit. A key item here is 
several large institutional donations 
totalling at least $3,750 which Joe 
Frank said would be forthcoming (Joe 
played a major role in their solici
tation). 

ROBERT HAGERMAN 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

It has been almost a year since I 
assumed the Presidency of the GMC. It 
has been a rewarding year for me, 
and this letter is a report of what has 
transpired during the year. I hasten to 
point out that all of the items were 
matters that had been in the "works" 
for some time back and much thought 
had been given to them. 

We have two new sections, the 
Bread Loaf Section of Middlebury and 
the St. Albans Section. Both are alive 
and well and we welcome them. 

The GMC took a giant step forward 
when the Trustees voted to hire its 
first full-time Executive Director. After 
deliberation and the advice and 
consent of the Executive Advisory 
Council, I named Larry Van Meter to 
the post. He is doing a great job and, 
among other things, has met with 
practically all sections to date. 

I will not call this an accomplish
ment, because raising the prices of 
our dues is not a popular thing, but in 
order for us to keep going ahead, sup
port the Ranger-Naturalist program, 
Caretaker Program, and the Long 
Trail Patrol, we did raise our dues. If 
you believe in what we do, you will 
support this move. 

It is my hope and understanding 
that we are finding a new spirit of co
operation between the main club and 
the sections. This has been one of our 
aims. We have worked with federal 
and state officials and I am pleased 
with what has gone on during this past 
year. 

Because of budget considerations, 
we will probably not be able, at this 
juncture, to publish the GMC History. 
The material is being gathered, how
ever, and when we are in a better 
position financially, it will be pub
lished. 

I thank you for your support and 
help this past year. 

RALPH E. BRYANT, President 

The Long Trail News 



FIRES DISCOURAGED BUT CAN KEEP BURNING ON LT 

Wood fires may still be built at 
designated sites on the Long Trail but 
the Green Mountain Club will hence
forward discourage such fires and 
may actually ban them at some places. 

When the smoke had cleared, that 
was the outcome of a long discussion 
by the GMC board of trustees at its 
meeting Jan. 17 in Rutland. It was one 
of several tough issues which the 
board labored over at the day-long 
meeting (there were also some happy 
moments as well). 

Action on a policy concerning wood 
fires began at the board's meeting in 
September, 1975 when trustees Donald 
Wallace and A. C. (Fred) Gilbert, 3rd 
proposed that the club discourage or 
ban all such fires on the Long Trail 
system after Sept. 15, 1976. Wallace, 
in pressing for the complete ban, cited 
the following arguments: the limited 
supply of firewood at many shelters; 
the problem of inexperienced or 
thoughtless hikers who cut down or 
strip bark from living trees, resulting 
in general degradation of the shelter 
environment; the theft of wood stoves; 
the fact that a single established fire
place invites hikers to build other, un
authorized, fireplaces; and that fire
places invite the dumping of garbage 
and refuse. Many of these points were 
reiterated at the January meeting and 
Wallace also said there was some 
economic incentive for an outright 
ban: ten stoves should be replaced at 
LT lodges and that would cost about 
$1,000. 

Countering Wallace were a number 
of trustees who sought less drastic 
action. They maintained that some 
shelter sites do have adequate wood 
supplies near at hand to permit fires 
and that wood fires are essential to 
the success of some section activities. 
There was also the fact that many 
hikers feel campfires for cooking and 
conversation are a vital ingredient for 
the pleasure and success of their 
outings. 

After assorted amendments and re
visions, a policy was ultimately 
adopted that the club discourage all 
wood fires on the Long Trail system, 
particularly above 2,500 feet and at all 
locations where wood fires may 
produce severe degradation of the 
environment. 

The key word here is "discourage" 
and what specific actions that involves 
remain to be worked out. One step, 
however, will certainly be a program 
of publicity and hiker education. 

And though not formally part of the 
established policy, the board appears 
to have reserved the right to actually 
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ban fires at selected locations. That 
was implied in a closely-related deci
sion to recommend to the Burlington 
Section that it not replace a stove at 
Taft Lodge on Mt. Mansfield. This ac
tion confirmed the board's decision at 
the September meeting authorizing re
moval of stoves at both Taft and Gor
ham Lodges (the latter on Camel's 
Hump). Removal of these stoves, how-

CAMPFIRE PERMITS END 

GMC Trustee Joseph Sposta, an 
official of the U.S. Forest Service in 
Rutland, has announced that hikers 
no longer must get a campfire per
mit from the USFS to build fires in 
the Green Mountain National 
Forest. The USFS has ended the 
permit system basically because it 
was administratively unworkable. 
To be "legal," however, a hiker 
must build his or her fire in a safe 
place, keep it under control and ex
tinguish it before leaving it. The 
USFS prohibits fires built in windy 
weather or among leaves or against 
dead logs or stumps. Under Ver
mont law it is actually illegal to 
build a fire anywhere without the 
property owner's permission. Joe 
said full enforcement of the law is 
clearly impractical but noted that it 
does provide a basis for prosecuting 
any person whose fire does get out 
of control. 

ever, actually implemented a "no 
fires' policy of the Vermont Forests 
and Parks Department for state lands 
which it manages. 

Action on other key agenda items at 
this meeting are carried in separate 
stories. The board also: 

-Congratulated the Pioneer Valley 
Section on the occasion of its tenth 
birthday. 

-Appointed Hans Fritsch of Whate
ly, Mass. as trustee for the unexpired 
term of Larry Van Meter who resigned 
when he was appointed the club's 
executive director. 

-Reviewed and adopted a number 
of proposed changes in the GMC by
laws. The board originally expected to 
present these for adoption by the 
membership at the club's 1976 annual 
meeting. But because of the number 
and complexity of the changes, the 
board established the following differ
ent timetable: printed copies of the 
proposed revised by-laws will be avail
able at the 1976 annual meeting and 
from the GMC office in Rutland; possi
bly with further changes as a result of 
that exposure, the proposed by-laws 

will be printed in the February, 1977 
Long Trail News; members' action on 
the proposed changes will take place 
at the 1977 annual meeting. 

-Discussed at great length the 
club s current finances and budget for 
fiscal year 1977 but tabled final action 
until the March meeting. 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Editor 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING PLANS 
GOOD FOR WHOLE FAMILY 

Detailed plans have now been 
worked out for the GMC's annual 
meeting weekend May 28-31 at Kee
waydin Camp by the club's host, the 
new Bread Loaf Section. The section 
has made a special effort to arrange 
things for what it is billing as "a total 
family weekend." Some GMC'ers may, 
of course, wish to attend only the 
business meeting itself which begins at 
9 a .m. Saturday, May 29, at the camp. 
But reservations are required for lodg
ing and meals, and to make these 
GMC'ers must act promptly as noted 
below. (Prospects of a good turnout 
are seen in the 130 inquiries which the 
Bread Loaf Section has already re
ceived as -a result of the notice in the 
February LTN.) 

Keewaydin Camp is on Lake Dun
more in Salisbury, Vt. The camp man
agement is providing both the meals 
and lodging at the camp itself. A key 
meal will be a special Saturday night 
banquet at which the guest speaker 
will be one of Addison County's state 
senators, Arthur Gibb of Middlebury. 
Sen. Gibb is described as an "enthusi
astic member" of the Green Mountain 
Club and is chairman of the Senate 
Natural Resources Committee. He is 
very concerned with the environment 
and promises some interesting 
remarks. 

On tap for the weekend are a vari
ety of activities. Hikes are scheduled 
all three days and there will be swim
ming, canoeing and fishing on the lake 
itself. The Bread Loaf members are 
also offering a series of side trips to 
points of interest in the Addison 
County area. 

Details of all this are available in a 
package of material available from 
Sally Dorsey, Otterside Apt. 4D, 
Middlebury, Vt. 05753, Tel. 802-388-
6072. This includes reservation forms 
for lodging, the Saturday night ban
quet and other meals. As reservations 
must be returned by May 10, GMC'ers 
planning to attend the annual meeting 
are urged to act promptly in contact
ing Sally and returning the forms 
when received. 
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SECTIONS' ANNUAL REPORTS: A 1v1IXED PACKBAG 
BENNINGTON SECTION 

The annual meeting of the Benning
ton Section was held on February 29. 
John Paulson arranged for the showing 
of old Long Trail movies which had 
been taken by Alexander Drysdale, a 
member of the section, about 45 years 
ago. Three winter trips were held as 
scheduled, and one was rained out. 
Plans are being made for the contin
ued work on the trail relocation in 
Woodford. The section plans to have 
experienced members on duty each 
weekend to work on the trail and to 
guide the work of volunteers. David 
Hapgood is coordinating this activity. 

ROBERT M. AGARD, President 

BREAD LOAF SECTION 

The GMC's newest local unit was 
organized in October, 1974 and was 
named after the well-known mountain 
in the Middlebury area.* Perry Tooker 
of Montreal, an At-Large Trustee, and 
Elsie Washburn, the club's first 
president and now its GMC trustee, 
are given major credit for the club's 
formation. 

The unit held 34 outings during 
1975. Four were work outings in which 
members flagged a new four-mile trail 
and cleared blowdowns on the LT 
between Emily Proctor and Cooley 
Glen. During 1976 the section is again 
offering a varied, about-one-a-week 
schedule of events - cross-country 
skiing, snowshoe, hiking and canoe 
trips; compass and map-reading in
struction; wildflower excursions; and, 
oh yes, work trips. And the section is, 
of course, hosting the GMC's 1976 
annual meeting, a major undertaking. 
Its membership is running at about 30. 

*Ed. Note: The section itself and 
others, including the Long Trail News 
and the Guide Book of the Long Trail, 
have inadvertently made Bread Loaf 
into Breadloaf. Before the damage 
becomes irreparable, we hereby use 
an editorial knife to slice that single 
word back into its long-established 
two pieces and urge others to do the 
same. 

BURLINGTON SECTION 

The Burlington Section is thriving, 
active, and looking forward to an ex
citing 1976. The section will sponsor 
the Intersectional this year and is al
ready deeply involved in planning for 
it. Dot and Pirk Pirkanen and Jack and 
Jean Lance are co-chairmen for the 
event and are getting much volunteer 
help from other section members. 

Outings last year offered something ... 
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for everyone. Sixty-two outings were 
held with 252 different people attend
ing. Dot Myers and Gorky Magoon won 
the Hiker-of-the-Year award by par
ticipating in 36 of the 62 outings. 

The major proiect last year was the 
rebuilding of Puffer Lodge. In addition, 
work was done on the trails and other 
shelters. The section was fortunate in 
having the help of Boy Scouts who as
sisted not only in rebuilding Puffer but 
also in trail maintenance and clean
ups. 

We had three new End-to-Enders: 
Jean and Jack Lance and Chris 
Schultz. 

The section continues to move on its 
stomach with its very successful work 
parties that involve food at the end of 
the day. Five more work/food parties 
are planned for this year. 

We have a total of 452 members 
which is slightly fewer than last year. 
Of this number, 228 are adults, 32 
senior citizens, 35 juniors, 7 life mem
bers and 30 families. 

In addition to the Intersectional, 
plans for the coming year are ambi
tious. On April 28 the section assisted 
with the televised auction to benefit 
Vermont Educational Television. Mem
bers manned the telephones and bul
letin boards. The GMC banner was 
displayed. 

The rerouting of the Long Trail be
tween Duck Brook and Puffer has been 
scouted and flagged and plans are 
proceeding for the change. Gardiner 
Lane has been successful in securing 
permission from all of the landowners 
involved. Work will be done on the re
route this summer. 

The outings for this year have been 
planned with imagination and variety. 
We will have kite-flying, bike hikes, 
canoe trips, work parties and the 
usual trail hikes. An innovation this 
year was adding some shorter hikes 
lasting less than a full day. The hikes 
and outings are classed from easy to 
extremely difficult. 

The section has taken on more 
responsibility to the community and 
the club. We helped fund the Ranger 
Program on Mt. Mansfield and 
Camel's Hump last year and will con
tinue to do so this year. The section 
has also accepted more responsibility 
for the trails and shelters. 

AL VERT A PERKINS, Reporter 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 

Paid-up membership of the Connect
icut Section, which ranges in tl:~ 80's, 
is currently running slightly ahead of 
that experienced a year ago at this 
time. But this is a transition period 

between the 1975 and 1976 member
ship years so it's a bit early for any 
firm conclusion. 

As for accomplishments, during the 
second weekend of May 1975 a work 
party of ten patrolled the section's 9.1 
miles of LT, clearing blowdowns and 
replacing trail signs. The major task 
was building stone steps in front of the 
Kid Gore Shelter to replace those of 
wood. The floor of the shelter was 
given a thorough application of creo
sote oil. In October a crew repaired 
cracks between the walls at Kid Gore 
and again creosoted the entire shelter. 

Caughnawaga Shelter, constructed 
in 1931 , is deteriorating, with the log 
sills and roof in particularly bad 
shape. Major rehabilitation is needed 
but the financial status of the section 
precludes major expenditures and if 
extensive work is to be done, the sec
tion must look to the main club for 
financial help. · 

The Kid Gore Fund had a balance of 
$139.32 in February; a portion of this 
will probably be expended in making 
repairs, but only minor ones, to the 
shelter this year. 

The Executive Committee continues 
to hold its bimonthly meetings and 
items of interest discussed thereat are 
included in the section's publication, 
Trail Talk, four issues of which went 
to members in 197 5. Favorable 
comments were received on two series 
of articles of particular interest, "Ed
ucation of the Hiker" and "Preser
vation of the Long Trail." 

Our 46 scheduled activities of the 
past year included, besides regular 
hikes, canoe trips, a combination 
steam train/bike trip, bike tours, win
ter (snowshoe) backpacking, cross
country skiing and winter campouts, 
and our annual meeting and dinner. 

Participation in these activities has 
been just so-so, with only a few taking 
part in most events and several events 
actually being cancelled for lack of 
participation. However, some activ
ities did attract ten or more partici
pants and the annual meeting drew 
56. Other problems in participation 
are evident in some members' 
reluctance to accept section offices 
and in leading weekly activities. Also, 
young hikers, or would-be hikers, are 
not joining the section in sufficient 
numbers to create enough interest a
mong themselves. Older company does 
not appear to motivate them. And 
"old-timers:' i.e. those,in the ;sectionfor 
six or seven years, have hiked on most 
of the trails in the area and for the 
most part are no longer interested in 
taking part in activities in and about 
the state. 

The Long Trail News 



The financial status of the section is 
not a healthy one. The balance of the 
General Fund, as of February, was 
$78.56 - after payment of $123 in 
membership assessments to the main 
club. Section dues are now $7 .00 for 
adults and $3.00 for spouses of adult 
members and junior members. With 
the GMC assessment to increase 100 
percent in 1977 (from the present 
$1.50 to $3.00 per adult and from $.75 
to $1.50 for juniors}, it appears that 
section dues will have to be increased. 
Higher dues will certainly have 
adverse effect, not only in recruiting 
new members but in retaining present 
ones. 

So all told, the section is not in the 
"thumbs up" state that it was a year 
ago. 

ANTHONY H. SHOOKUS, Reporter 

JAY SECTION 

We received only very limited infor
mation on the status of the Jay Section 
but did learn that they carried out the 
following trail work during 1975: fixed 
roof and rebolted outhouse door at Jay 
Camp; changed stovepipe and re
paired board at Journey's End Camp; 
painted blue blazes from the 
Troy-Richford Road to Journey's End 
and from there to the Canadian 
Border; and painted white blazes on 
the LT from Vermont Rt. 105 to the 
Canadian Border. 

KILLINGTON SECTION 

For the past five years our member
ship has run between 110 and 120. As 
usual, our sugar-on-snow party, cov
ered-dish supper and annual meeting 
were the best attended. That's good 
because these events provide an op
portunity to meet those members who 
are unwilling or unable to attend our 
outings. On the other hand the poor 
attendance of our work party program 
is discouraging. This year we have 
scheduled more such outings and hope 
to promote more interest. 

After a lapse of over ten years we 
have again held a Winter-Weekend 
outing, not like the ones at Tall Timber 
but enjoyable all the same. The 
section has also done a great deal 
more winter hiking and deep-snow 
traveling of the Long Trail. We found 
this enjoyable but kept in mind the 
cautionary words about winter travel 
from Craigue Perkins and George 
Pearlstein. 

W. CHURCHILL SCOTT, Secretary 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

At our annual meeting April 2, our 
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treasurer, Richard Babcock, noted 
that the section has a respectable bal
ance for this year, but recommended 
that dues for next year be raised as 
the main club has increased its section 
assessments. The dues were then 
raised to $5.00 for adults and $2.00 for 
students aged 12-18 years. It was de
cided not to retain the children's 
membership category. 

The membership was reported to 
have gone down to about thirty, and 
concern was expressed regarding the 
fact that participation for outings has 
also decreased, despite a wide variety 
of scheduled activities and regular 
news releases. 

Following the business meeting the 
two speakers were introduced. Conrad 
Moteyka, Vermont District Forester 
based in Morrisville and responsible 
for the Worcester Range, discussed 
his work and suggested ways that the 
Montpelier Section could help with 
trail clearing and blazing on Mount 
Hunger. 

Larry Van Meter, Executive Direc
tor of the GMC, followed with a review 
of the present activities of the club. He 
touched on interaction with Vermont 
state agencies, the trustees' decision 
not to become part of a national trail 
system, the ranger and caretaker pro
grams as planned for the summer, and 
the relationship between the main 
club and the sections. There was a 
general feeling that Larry's presenta
tion did much to strengthen this rela
tionship which can sometimes be un
clear to those who do not attend the 
board meetings of the main club. 

REIDUN D. NUQUIST, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 

The New York Section is trying a 
number of new tactics. Last year we 
instituted a "Hilce Leaders Training 
Hike" program. This is to encourage 
new members to lead trips, as well as 
provide a refresher for seasoned mem
bers. It was well-received. We are 
also encouraging our committee 
chairmen to have larger committees. 
This serves to get more people into the 
act as well as take the burden off the 
chairman. Too many times we have 
one-man committees. These are dis
couraging for all concerned. If you 
have a number of folks on a committee 
you get them interested in the club 
and perhaps have a built-in chairman 
for the next round. 

Our membership committee has 
been especially active. We took in 37 
new members last year. While this is a 
good sign, we also lost quite a few and 
so are ahead only a little. It stands to 
reason that in order to progress we 

.must take in a goodly number of new 

members each year. As the club gets 
older there will be fewer of the old
timers in evidence. We are encourag
ing our new members to take a very 
active part in every phase of our pro
gram. It is a bit early to evaluate the 
result of this action but at the end of 
this year we may have a clearer 
picture. 

JULIANNA S. ffiELAN, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

On February 8 we celebrated our 
Tenth Anniversary at Williamsburg 
Grange Hall west of Northampton. Dot 
Knight was the chairlady for the day, 
assisted by Edna Williams and Everett 
Hamel. The affair was preceded by a 
walk from Williamsburg to Hayden
ville, partly on an old woods road 
where we had to climb through and 
between branches of big evergreen 
trees uprooted by the severe winds of 
the previous weekend, and where sev
eral cameras clicked with hikers 
standing in front of the largest red oak 
tree east of the Mississippi River (not 
very tall, but estimated to be about 25 
feet in circumference and about 350 
years old). Toward the end of the walk 
we viewed the Westfield River, dam, 
falls, and ice formations. Thirty-three 
members and guests attended the 
lunch put on by the Grange members. 
The chairlady had a 9" x 27" Tenth 
Anniversary GMC-PVS cake decorated 
in green and gold, Vermont colors, 
served to all present. The meeting fol
lowed, conducted by outgoing presi
dent Earl Williams. We were pleased 
to have in our presence the GMC's 
new Executive Director, Larry Van 
Meter, who explained numerous facts 
to us of the past, present, and future 
of the Club. Mauri Wintturi showed 
slides taken from the Long Trail, and 
Mason Ingram showed slides taken on 
his trip with Lucy last summer to 
Canada's Northwest Territory. 

DOT KNIGHT, Reporter 

ST. ALBANS SECTION 
The St. Albans Section was an idea 

for a number of years but did riot 
"jell" until February, 1975 when 
Trustee-at-Large Perry Tooker and Vic 
Mertrud of the Burlington Section 
launched an effort to form a section by 
contacting existing GMC members in 
this area plus other prospective mem
bers. The first meeting was held at the 
home of Art Kimble in St. Albans and 
a week later we met a second time 
and planned our first hike for the fol
lowing weekend. 

Since that time our membership has 
grown to a hundred-plus which in
cludes some junior members from sev
eral area high schools. To encourage 
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additional involvement of younger 
members we hope to start a young 
peoples program. 

The section has assumed responsi
bility for 22.2 miles of Long Trail in 
Johnson and Eden, which includes 
three shelters. All of the trail has been 
cleared and blazed and we plan ·re
pairs to the shelters. In addition, one 
section member has "adopted" two 
other shelters just north of our section 
of LT. 

In addition to regular hikes and 
work parties we have offered a varie
ty of special activities during the past 
year including pot-luck and seafood 
stew suppers, cookouts, and a maple 
sugar supper; cabin and lean-to con
struction workshops; hike leaders 
workshops; movies; and - believe it 
or not - a deep-sea fishing trip! Fin
ally, to strengthen communication with 
our members we have been getting out 
a newsletter, hopefully monthly. 

JUNE B. ASH, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

Status of the Sterling Section is 
about the same as it was last year at 
this time - and that's not altogether 
promising. Membership has continued 
its dip of the last several years, no:w 
standing at 35 compal'ed to 42 a year 
ago. And the problem of members' 
limited participation in section admin
istration was evident at the annual 
meeting in January when nobody could 
be found to serve as Membership 
Chairman and it was difficult finding 
somebody to be Outings Chairman. But 
at least one new member has shown 
real enthusiasm and a willingness to 
accept some responsibility - he was 
promptly elected Secretary! 

We continue to hold pleasure out
ings at roughly two-week intervals 
through the summer and fall plus 
several snowshoe outings during the 
winter. And the outings schedule in
cludes several work trips each year. 
Accomplishments during 1975 in
cluded a major trail-clearing effort on 
about five of the 8\1'2 miles of Long 
Trail which we take care of plus the 
relocation and rebuilding of an out
house at Whiteface Shelter (one of the 
three shelters for which we are re
sponsible). 

BOB HAGERMAN, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 

The Worcester Section has been 
fortunate in being able to attract many 
young families as new members of the 
GMC this past year. This has diversi
fied the programming and the mem
bership which has grown to 148 from 
119 a year ago. 
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Activities have been planned for 
almost every weekend. Most have 
been hikes, interspersed with canoe 
trips and some social activities. The 
main hiking activity has centered on 
the new 85-mile-long Midstate Trail in 
Massachusetts. · 

A real spirit of adventure in the 
club was evidenced when five canoes 
put into the Seven Mile River Feb. 16. 
While skeptics had visions of the fool
hardy canoeists chopping their way 
through the ice, the day turned out to 
be an unusually balmy one and the 
meandering river an interesting chal
lenge. 

Our most popular activity - other 
than the social ones - has been the 
monthly "family hikes." These are lei
surely hikes planned at some nearby 
point of interest. One was to the Har
vard Forest in Petersham, Mass., a 
research forest run by Harvard Uni
versity on the site of a former 19th
century farm. The trails, each about a 
mile long, cut through the new forest 
which is reclaiming the land. We had 
45 hikers from the approximate ages 
of 3 to 73. 

The section has been involved in 
some serious considerations also. A 
healthy club cannot afford to be a 
static one. With this in mind, a com
mittee is presently engaged in revising 
the by-laws. 

A major work effort may, of course, 
soon be construction of a new shelter 
at Stratton Pond (see report elsewhere 
in this issue). But our annual Long 
Trail work party in May hopes to do 
maintenance work on the stretch of LT 
between the Arlington-Wardsboro 
Road and Stratton Pond and from 
there to Bourn Pond. A key objective is 
to bridge some wet areas. 

Come summer, the center of activi
ties will be our lovely fresh-water 
camp in Leicester. Every Wednesday a 
swim and cookout will be hosted by a 
different member of the club. 

Perhaps the best way to character
ize our section is to say that attempts 
have been made to incorporate many 
different activities in our schedule to 
accommodate not only varied interests 
but also variations in age and ability. 
We have found this to be a very suc
cessful formula in maintaining a 
happy and active membership. 

ROSE HAITH, Reporter 

WHO'S WHO IN THE SECTIONS 

Ed. Note: For various reasons we 
are this year reducing sharply our 
roster of section officers compared to 
that published in previous years. 
Limited space is the key reason but we 
also decided that listing so many offi
cers really served little useful purpose 

(even the earlier listings did not in
clude all section officers). The key 
drawback of the cutback is that many 
section officers do not get the recog
nition which they deserve, and we re
gret that. But we are listing each 
section's president and its trails and 
shelters chairman (or chairmen). The 
president presumably can be the key 
contact for most communications. The 
trails and shelters personnel are in
cluded should any GMC'er wish to re
port damage or other information re
lating to a section,'s particular stretch 
of Long Trail. The names and ad
dresses of each section's representa
tive(s) on the GMC board of trustees 
will be part of a complete roster of the , 
board to appear in the August issue. 

Bennington (Annual Meeting in Feb.) 
President: Robert M. Agard, Box 49, 

North Bennington, Vt. 05257 
Trails and Shelters: David Hapgood, 

Box 445, North Bennington, Vt. 
05257 

Brattleboro (Feb. or March) 
President: Arthur Wellman, RFD 1 

Box 59, Newfane, Vt. 05345 
Trails and Shelters: Frank Dearborn, 

6 Howard St., Brattleboro, Vt. 05301 

Bread Loaf (January) 
President: Tunis Williamson, RFD l, 

New Haven, Vt. 05472 
Trails and Shelters: Brian Bauer, 51 

Washington St., Middlebury, Vt. 
05753 

Burlington (January) 
President: Coralie Magoon, RFD, Col

chester, Vt. 05446 
Trails Co-Chairmen: John Harrington, 

74 So. Willard St .. Burlington, Vt. 
05401 and Gordon Tennett, Jr., 67 
Bradley St., Burlington, Vt. 05401; 
Properties Co-Chairmen: Ralph 
Gibbs, 4.71 Y2 St. Paul St., Burlington, 
Vt. 05401 and John Lance, Box 74, 
Shelburne, Vt. 05482 

Connecticut (March) 
President: Herbert van Winkelen, 1864 

Poquonock Ave., Poquonock, Ct. 
06064 

Trails and Shelters: Peter G. Dabbs, 
Box 63, Guilford, Ct. 06437 

Jay (January) 
President: Charles Bezio, 125 West 

Main St., Newport, Vt. 05855 

Killington (January) 
President: Mrs. Janet Martin, 7 Curtis 

Ave., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Trails: Raymond Catozzi, 103 Bellevue 

Ave., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Shelters: Louis Catozzi, 103 Bellevue 

Ave.~ Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Montpelier (April) 
President: Robert S. Hamilton, Jr., 

Hamilton Ave., Plainfield, Vt. 05667 
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New York (March) 
President: Cornelius Kirby, 318 Park 

St., Upper Montclair, N.J. 07043 

Pioneer Valley (Usually Feb.) 
President: Douglas James, 936 Gran

ville Rd., Westfield, Mass. 01085 
Trails and Shelters: David Ledger, 150 

White Oak Rd., Williamstown, 
Mass. 01267 

St. Albans (February) 
President: Victor Mertrud, 296 Lake 

St., St. Albans, Vt. 05478 
Trails and Shelters: John Manley, 56 

Bank St., St. Albans, Vt. 05478 

Sterling: (January) 
President: Robert Hagerman, Box 671, 

Morrisville, Vt. 05661 
Trails and Shelters: Brent Teillon, 

Morrisville, Vt. 05661 

Worcester (October) 
President: Lester Vielle, South Oxford 

Rd., West Millbury, Mass. 01527 -
Trails and Shelters: Robert Heck, Bur

bank Rd., Sutton, Mass. 01527 

AMC OFFERS HIKE PROGRAMS 

The Appalachian Mountain Club 
has at least two special hiking events 
scheduled in the White Mountains 
during the upcoming summer which 
may be of interest to GMC'ers. Two of 
the four co-leaders of one of the events 
are the well-known GMC members, 
Dick and Betty Church. 

The Churches and Art and Ann 
Miranian are leading a so-called 
August Hiking Week, Aug. 14-21, 
which is open to about 20 participants. 
On tap are two nights at the Lake-of
the-Clouds Hut in the shadow of Mt. 
Washington, two nights at the more 
remote Carter Hut and three nights at 
Pinkham Notch Camp, the AMC 
headquarters in the White Mountains. 
The hike is rated B-3 which is five to 
eight miles per day at a moderate 
pace with packs. For details and costs 
contact either the Churches at 66 
Elmwood St., Millbury, MA 01527 or 
the Miranians at 47 Great Road, East 
Greenwich, RI 02818. 

The other AMC event is its so-called 
Guided Hikes Program. These are led 
by two experienced, naturalist-guides 
for small groups of people of all ages 
and backgrounds. The emphasis will 
be on interpretative activities in the 
areas of natural and social history 
rather than an introduction to moun
tain travel. Hikes are tailored for 
hikers of moderate experience and 
good physical condition. The hikes last 
three to four days and use the unique 
AMC Hut System for meals and lodg
ing. For detailed information and 
registration forms, write AMC Guided 
Hikes, Pinkham Notch Camp, Gorham, 
NH 03581. 

May, 1976 

MUD SEASON REMINDER: 
CAMEL'S HUMP "CLOSED" 

It may be warm and dry where you 
are when you read this LTN but it's 
still cool, wet and possibly even snowy 
on much of the Long Trail, particularly 
the upper elevations. In that regard 
the GMC is again coorerating with the 
Vermont Agency o Environmental 
Conservation and the Camel's Hump 
Commission in efforts to discourage 
hikers from climbing Camel's Hump 
during the spring mud season, i.e. to, 
but not including, the Memorial Day 
weekend. 

The AEC's Forests and Parks 
Department, which manages the area, 
has again put up signs to this effect 
and GMC personnel may again be 
posted at the Hump ranger cabin to 
verbally dissuade hikers. The message 
is simple: under wet, spring 
conditions, hikers' boots can do seri
ous damage to muddy trails and to the 
fragile arctic tundra growth in the 
extreme high elevations. 

Actually, hikers can cause such 
damage in any similar high elevation 
area. As a result, the club next year 
may ask GMC'ers and the public to 
postpone their hiking in all such areas 
until the Memorial Day weekend. 

LOST AND FOUND DEPARTMENT 

LOST - At Batten Shelter in late 
August, 1975, one pair of new Penny's 
high-top boots, size 9Y:i; finder please 
contact Kenneth Becker, 205 Cornwall 
Drive, Dewitt, N.Y. 13214, Tel. 315-
446-7152. 

LOST - A small 35mm. Olympus 
camera at Taylor Lodge on Oct. 13, 
1975; finder please contact Susan D. 
Parker, 1 Lincoln St., Canton, N.Y. 
13617, Tel. 315-379-5504. 

SHELTER REPLACEMENT UNCERTAIN 

Plans remain uncertain concerning 
a replacement for Griffith Lake Shel
ter which burned last October. That's 
the word from Norman G. Arseneault, 
District Ranger for the Manchester 
District of the U.S. Forest Service. 

Now in preparation, according to 
Arseneault, is a management plan for 
the so-called Devil's Den unit of the 
Green Mountain National Forest, one 
of 11 such units in the GMNF. This unit 
.covers some 68,500 acres from the 
Snow Valley ski area north to the 
White Rocks cliff area in Wallingford 
and between the village of Mt. Tabor 
on the west and the intersection of 
Vermont Rts. 100 and 155 on the east. 
"Griffith Lake," Arseneault says, "is 
within this planning unit and the final 
direction [regarding a shelter there) 
will come from this planning effort." 

Recognition Corner 
JAMES L. MARSTON 

The Worcester Section regrets the 
passing in February, 1976, of James 
L. Marston, 76, a 35-year member of 
the Green Mountain Club. Jim was a 
former science and mathematics 
teacher at South High in Worcester 
for 28 years. 

Many members remember Jim's 
unlimited energy on the numerous 
work parties on the Long Trail. One 
of his favorite diversions was to 
scramble over Stratton Mountain 
and arrive at Stratton Pond before 
the rest of the group who ·were 
climbing the conventional Long 
Trail route. At night he would en
tertain the hikers with an 
explanation of star constellations 
and he would start the day with a 
bird walk. 

Jim was a Scoutmaster of Troop 
57 of Central Church. Together with 
the Explorer Scouts he built the 
Marston Trail on the North Brother 
peak of the Katahdin Massif in 
Maine. 

1976 RANGER PROGRAM, 
MANSFIELD GUIDE AV Aii.ABLE 

By Memorial Day, the Camel's 
Hump-Mt. Mansfield ranger-naturalist 
program will again be well underway. 
Few changes are planned this year in 
the basic educational approach of the 
rangers and their role as low-key pro
tectors of the fragile alpine ecosystem 
in the summit areas of the two moun
tains. A fourth ranger, however, will 
be added on Mt. Mansfield to help 
manage that large and busy area. 
Mansfield rangers this year will have 
the advantage of an illustrated, self
guiding nature trail booklet which will 
be available to the public at the Mt. 
Mansfield Co. Summit Station. The 
booklet is a joint effort of Vic Henning
sen, a veteran Forests & Parks ranger 
on Mt. Mansfield, and Charles John
son, the State Park Naturalist, and is 
being printed by the GMC. It will cost 
the public 30 cents a copy but is avail
able to GMC members through the 
club office at 25 cents. 

Tentatively hired as ranger-natur
alists for the upcoming season are: 
Camel's Hump: Hope Stanton of Madi
son, Wisc. and Ellen Klaver of 
Boulder, Colo.; and Mt. Mansfield: 
Preston Bristow, Jr. of Morrisville, Vt., 
Peter and Marian Rohman of Amherst, 
Mass. and Jim Petersen of Shoreham, 
Vt. 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
... does not pick, cut, dig or harm 
plants or wildlife. 
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BURLINGTON SECTION SETS PLANS FOR 1976 INTERSECTIONAL 

Here is a rundown of current plans 
for the 1976 lntersectional to be held 
Aug. 28-Sept. 6. Host is the Burlington 
Section. Put this traditional GMC event 
on your calendar now and plan to 
attend some or all of it. 

Reservations are not actually 
necessary but you'll help the Burling
ton Section in its preparations by 
sending word if you do expect to 
attend. Notify Dot Pirkanen, 31 Village 
Green, Burlington, Vt. 05401, Tel. 802-
863-4775. She's one of the section's 
four co-chairmen for the event. The 
others are W. E. (Pirk) Pirkanen (Dot's 
husband) and Jack and Jean Lance, 
Box 7 4, Shelburne, Vt. 05482, Tel. 802-
985-3715. Contact any of them for 
further information or to pass on your 
suggestions. 

Location - Twin Hills Girl Scout 
Camp, Richmond, Vt. 

Getting There - Take the Rich
mond/Bolton Exit No. 11 off Interstate 
89. Follow U.S. Rt. 2 east to Jonesville 
where, opposite the Post Office, you 
will see a bridge over the Winooski 
River. Cross the bridge, then take the 
second left where a sign directs you to 
the Chittenden Fish & Game Club. 
Proceed slowly up this dirt road (a 
long, bumpy hill) for about 2.6 miles. 
The Twin Hills Road is on the right 
and a green metal gate is visible from 
the road. Drive into the camp and 
signs will direct you to the proper 
parking area. 

Facilities - There are eight lean
to's, each capable of accommodating 
eight-to-ten people on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. There are no trailer 
hook-ups or dumping facilities but 
there is sufficient room for the trail
ers. There is a pavilion for rainy-day 
activities and there will be temporary 

A CUP OF KINDNESS, OR 
ENLIGHTENMENT AND HONESTY 

ON THE LONG TRAIL 

Ed. Note: GMC headquarters re
ceived the following letter in March 
from Barry Gold of Dartmouth 
College. The letter, which was ac
companied by the item Gold refers 
to, needs no further explanation. 

"I found the enclosed cup hang
ing on a tree by the Twin Brooks 
camping area on the Long Trail. I 
picked it up, thinking it was merely 
lost or forgotten. However, I've now 
learned it was probably left there 
on purpose at a beautiful spot by a 
cool stream. So I'm mailing the cup 
to you in the hope that you'll return 
it to its rightful place at the 
stream." 
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cold showers. We hope to be able to 
offer baby-sitting arrangements. 

Charges - $1.00 per person per 
night or $7 .00 for nine nights; family 
rate is $3.00 per night or $15.00 for 
nine nights. 

Restrictions - Please, no dogs! 
Bring your own food, camping gear, 
stove and utensils, and folding table 
and chairs. Outdoor fires only in the 
constructed fireplaces. 

Activities - (Tentative) Camping, 
hiking. canoeing, swimming, Bicenten
nial Sing-Along, rock climbing 
demonstration, Bingo, slide shows, 
community dinner, community break
fast, auction, trip to Green Mountain 
Audubon Society Nature Center, his
toric hikes, spelunking, trail work on 
new section of Long Trail between 
Puffer and Duck Brook Shelters, trip to 
Shelburne Museum, children's trip to 
a farm. The Outings Chairmen, Newell 
and Ruth Briggs. are making a 
concerted effort to provide a number 
of hikes and other activities for young 
children. The schedule of activities as 
finally established will be available in 
mimeographed form. Other Burlington 
Section personnel involved in planning 
activities are members of its Recre
ation Committee, Betty Myers, Eliz
abeth Thompson and Madeline Miles, 
and its Dinner Committee, Ron and Det 
Nemcosky. 

CARETAKERS AGAIN MANNING 
LONG TRAIL SHELTERS 

GMC caretakers will again be man
ning a number of Long Trail shelters 
this season as part of the club's effort 
to both assist and educate the hiking 
public. However, 1976 may be the first 
year since the program was re-estab
lished in 1969 that the caretaker 
coverage has not increased. 

As in 1975, 20 shelters will be 
manned, a few by two caretakers. In 
addition there will be two replacement 
caretakers and two supervisors, one 
of the latter being Harry T. Peet, Jr. , 
who is again also serving the GMC as 
the program's director. 

Responsibilities of the caretakers 
are: maintaining their shelters and the 
trails around them; supervising use of 
the shelters by hikers; assisting the 
hiking public in any appropriate way 
and educating hikers about trail and 
shelter courtesies and proper hiking 
practices. Through cooperative agree
ments with the U.S. Forest Service and 
the Vermont Department of Forests 
and Parks, GMC caretakers stationed 
on federal or state lands will also 
function as volunteer USFS or Forests 
and Parks rangers. Also, through 
agreements with certain ski areas, 

caretakers will be stationed in ski 
area facilities to provide them with 
some protection. 

While the program has basically 
stabilized in numbers and scope, Di
rector Peet is planning some improve
ments in its administration. One is an 
improved and longer, i.e. three- or 
four-day, orientation program (up 
from two days). The other is a revised 
Caretaker's Manual which Harry 
launched as a key training aid last 
year. 

Harry has, however, sounded one 
note of concern: the normal 250 or so 
applications received in recent prev
ious years dropped to only a bout half 
that number this year. "I think," says 
Harry, "the poor economy and rising 
education costs are the main reason 
for this, especially when you consider 
that our caretakers are being paid the 
same salaries they were paid in 1969. 
Back then a caretaker could pay his 
summer expenses and save a little; 
now, except for those in very high-use 
areas, they just about break even." 

List of Caretaker Positions 
Sterling Pond - Mary Ann Durbrow* 
Taft Lodge - Peter Zika 
Butler Lodge - Elizabeth Tuthill* 
Twin Brooks - Pieter Crow 
Taylor Lodge - Larry Weintraub* 
Bolton Lodge - Marcia LaFountain * 
Buchanan Lodge - Joe & Debbie 

Cook*t 
Wiley Lodge - Stuart Greene 
Gorham Lodge - Gloria Rapalee* 
Montclair Glen - Pearl Bruno 
Stark's Nest - Suzanne Crowley 
Glen Ellen Lodge - Russell Schrader 
Castlerock - Wayne Feiden 
Cooper Lodge - Cecilia Elwert 
Little Rock Pond - James Pease* 
Griffith Lake - Fenton Bagley 
Bromley Camp - David Sentner 
Bourn Pond - James Highsaw 
Stratton Pond - Jeb Brugmann* and 

George Van den Bout 
Congdon Camp - Diane Bristow 
Replacement Caretakers -

Wendy Eliot & Edward Stallingst 
Trail Supervisors - Harry Peet, Jr.* 

and Dave Robbins* 
*These caretakers have at least one 

year of experience. 
tThese individuals have been offered 

positions but at presstime had not 
yet officially accepted. 

THE CON SID ERA TE HIKER ... 
... except in an emergency, camps or 
builds fires only in designated areas 
and restores them to a natural con
dition before leaving. 
... takes water from a water supply 
for all uses, i.e. does not wash dishes, 
clothes or himself in the lake, spring or 
brook; empties water which has been 
used away from water sources. 
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