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GMC TO HAVE FULL-TIME EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
At their meeting Sept. 27 GMC trust

ees took two major and closely related 
actions: they decided to hire a full-time 
executive director and they raised 
membership dues to pay for his or her 
salary and expenses. 

The action came on a recommenda
tion by the club's Long Range Planning 
Committee and the Executive Advisory 
Council that the present range and ex
tent of GMC services clearly dictates 
the need for a full-time executive. 
Translated into personal responsibili
ties, the executive will: supervise the 
GMC's Rutland office, including the 
handling of payroll, insurance, filing 
and correspondence; hire, train and 
supervise 40 or more summer employ
es; represent the club in all dealings 

with federal and state agencies (this 
would include contracts with such 
agencies, the handling of applications 
under Vermont's Act 250 for trail relo
cations and shelter construction, and 
cooperative research work); purchase 
and inventory supplies and equipment 
for caretakers, rangers and members 
of the Long Trail Patrol; conduct rela
tions with private landowners, includ
ing various ski areas; plan and carry 
out public relations programs; carry 
out an approved program to increase 
GMC membership and to raise funds; 
assist with all GMC publications; and 
work with all committees and, of 
course, the board of trustees and 
president. 

The motions approved by trustees 

spelled out both how the new executive 
will be selected and appointed and the 
remuneration he or she will receive. 
For the first, a Selection Committee 
was established consisting of Gardiner 
Lane, Chairman, and Trustees Donald 
Wallace and Joseph Frank. The com
mittee was to begin immediately to so
licit and review applications (see box) 
and recommend a candidate or candi
dates to President Ralph Bryant who 
will make the final appointment "with 
the consent of the Executive Advisory 
Council.'' Trustees specified $8,000 as 
the executive's annual salary plus an 
allowance of $2,000 for travel and 
other expenses. The board generally 
felt that highly-capable candidates 
would probably not be attracted by 

PUFFER PROGRESS-Here are a few scenes during the Burlington Section's marathon rebuilding of Puffer Shelter last spring to replace the lodge which 
had burned, from left: Andy Thoma cuts through a timber as one step in clearing away the snow-covered lodge remains while Toni Smith and Dot Myer 
watch (photo by Madeline Miles); some of the 125 volunteers who helped on the project load up lumber for the grueling carry to the Puffer site; and con· 
struction nears completion as Carlene Whitcom~, left, and Dot Pirkanen apply creosote to the new shelter's interior (photo by Corky Magoon). 



that salary unless they were assured of 
significant increases after relatively 
short service. By implication, the board 
offered that assurance. 

Producing the most debate was not 
the question of hiring the full-time ex
ecutive director but how to fund the 
major, and immediate, new expense 
(target date for having the position 
filled is Jan. 1). For the balance of this 
fiscal year (through April 30, 1976) 
trustees directed that money be "bor
rowed" from certain reserve funds 
other than the Long Trail Patrol truck 
fund. 

For the longer term trustees finally 
settled upon the following significant 
increases in membership dues: At
Large: an individual membership from 
$6.00 to $10.00; husband and wife from 
$8.50 to $15.00; and an individual ju
nior membership from $2.00 to $6.00; 
Section Assessments: for adults, from 
$1.50 to $3.00, and for juniors, from 
$.75 to $1.50. 

These increases were proposed by 
Joseph Frank, vice president and chair
man of the Long Range Planning Com
mittee, and in a final vote trustees ap-

Any GMC'er Want The Job? 

GMC'ers interested in filling the 
new post of executive director 
should send an application with 
resume to the chairman of the Selec
tion Committee, Gardiner Lane, Bol
ton Valley, Vt. 05477. Deadline for 
receipt of applications is Dec. 1 and 
an earlier receipt is preferred. The 
selection process is expected to go 
forward promptly, according to 
Lane, so that hopefully the man or 
woman hired can begin work about 
Jan. 1. 

proved them by a 15 to 1 margin. But 
that came only after a very close vote 
on a proposal by Trustee Wallace for 
significantly lower increases. The vote 
then was a 10-to-10 tie broken by Pres
ident Bryant's negative vote, thus de
feating Wallace's proposal. 

Two other sources of revenue are 
now in the background but will eventu
ally emerge. For one, the trustees will 
propose to the GMC membership a 
change in the by-laws which will es
tablish a non-voting institutional mem
bership. The by-law itself will not set 
the dollar amount of the institutional 
dues but the figure would likely be $100 
a year, at least at the outset. The other 
is the selling r.rice of the Guide Book of 
the Long Trml. An initial proposal was 
to increase this from the current $3.00 
to $5.00. But because a new edition of 
the Guide Book will be published in the 
near future, and because costs of that 
are not yet known, no action was taken 
to set a selling price. But some trustees 
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felt strongly that by making a larger 
"profit" on the Guide Book, non-GMC 
members who buy so many of the guides 
would help pay for some of the in
creased costs of GMC operations. 

A final important point is how the 
role of the executive director will differ 
from that of the part-time executive 
secretary's post whose sole incumbent 
since it was established in 1974 has 
been Gardiner Lane. The GMC by-laws 
provide that the executive secretary is 
an "ex officio but non-voting member of 
the Board of Trustees." The new exec
utive will in no way be a member of 
that board but instead will report to it 
and the President, i.e. will be "strictly 
an employe." And as noted, the new 
executive will be a full-time position in 
contrast to Lane's work which has 
averaged about three days a week. 

The really final point is that 
Gardiner Lane will be stepping down 
as Executive Secretary (the post estab
lished by the by-laws will presumably 
be invalidated at some point). But Lane, 
who received a tribute at the board 
meeting, will continue in the post on a 
volunteer basis to help in the transition 
for the Club's first full-time executive 
director. 

In addition to receiving various re
ports and taking certain other major 
actions (reported elsewhere in this is
sue), the GMC board: 
- Asked the Worcester Section to pre
pare a comprehensive and long-range 
plan for hiker facilities in the Stratton 
Pond area. 
- Authorized the expenditure of $800 
to extend the service of GMC rangers 
on Mt. Mansfield and Camel's Hump 
for several weeks (three men were to 
work until Oct. 13 and two until Oct. 
27). 
- Reconfirmed as a GMC responsibili
ty the maintenance of some 18 miles of 
Appalachian Trail between Mendon 
Gap and Barnard Gulf. 
- Heard Vice President Frank report 
that he has all basic information 
needed to apply to the Internal Reve
nue Service for tax-exempt status for 
the GMC and that he expected to sub
mit the application by the end of this 
year. 
- Heard remarks by Paul Pritchard of 
Harpers Ferry, West Va., new execu
tive director of the Appalachian Trail 
Conference, who with his wife, Libba, 
spent the day viewing the meeting 
proceedings. 

TRUSTEES APPROVE NEW 
ST. ALBANS SECTION 

The GMC roster of Sections has an
other name to add to it. At their meet
ing Sept. 27 Club trustees formally ap
proved establishment of the St. Albans 
Section which brings the number of lo-

cal and regional GMC units to twelve. 
Approval of the new section followed 

a presentation about it by Victor Mer
trud, a key organizer of the St. Albans 
unit. He said that the proposed section 
had 41 definite prospective members; 
that they have already had a number of 
pleasure outings and work trips; and 
that they have established by-laws and 
elected officers. 

Among the latter, all residents of St. 
Albans, are: president, Mertrud him
self, 296 Lake St.; vice president, Lee 
Kelley, 25 Stanley Ct.; secretary
treasurer, Fran Lillie, 48 Messenger 
St.; trails and shelters chairman, John 
Manley, 56 Bank St. and membership 
chairman, Mary Lou Masse, 32 Rugg 
St. Mertrud said that Al Mead of Fair
fax is willing to serve as the section's 
representative on the main club's 
board of trustees and that June Ash, 
RFD # 4, Enosburg Falls, Vt. will serve 
as the section's reporter. 

The stretch of Long Trail which the 
new section will maintain was left un
defined pending further study, but it's 
likely to be all or a part of the trail be
tween Rt. 15 in Johnson (where the 
Sterling Section leaves off) north to Rt. 
118 in Eden. 

Designated an "honorary member" 
of the new section has been GMC trust
ee Perry Tooker of Montreal who 
helped spark formation of the unit. 

FIRES ON THE LONG TRAIL: 
THEY MAY "GO UP IN SMOKE" 

GMC trustees have taken one step 
toward what may eventually be a par
tial or complete ban on woodfires at 
Long Trail shelters. 

At its meeting Sept. 27 the board 
authorized removal of the stoves at Taft 
Lodge on Mt. Mansfield and Gorham 
Lodge on Camel's Hump, and estab
lished a ban on other outside woodfires 
at the two places. Action on the specif
ic question of stoves at those sites 
came, however, only after lengthy dis
cussion of a proposal by Trustees 
Donald Wallace and A. C. (Fred) Gil
bert, 3rd that the GMC discourage or 
ban all woodfires on the Long Trail af
ter Sept. 15, 1976. 

Basic arguments against woodfires 
were the following: the limited supply 
of firewood at many shelters; the prob
lem of inexperienced or thoughtless 
hikers who cut down live trees or strip 
bark from living trees, resulting in gen
eral degradation of the shelter environ
ment; the theft of wood stoves; the fact 
that a single established fireplace in
vites hikers to build other, unautho
rized, fireplaces; and that fireplaces 
invite the dumping of garbage and 
refuse. 

Some trustees agreed that shelter 
sites where hiker traffic is still light 
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and which have adequate wood supply 
could withstand the continued use of 
fi res. Sally Sairs. trustee for the Mont
pelier Section, urged some kind of c:om
promise . noting among other ~mgs 
that several Sections have traditional 
outing events which focus on a specia l 
meal cooked on a woodfire in a shelter 
stove. Robert Hagerman, president of 
the Sterling Section, said that, for him, 
cooking over a woodfire was one of the 
delights of the wilderness experience 
and that to ban fires at sites which can 
accommodate them would be a shame. 
Referring to butane and other camping 
stoves, he said, "I can cook on a gas 
stove at home anytime." 

The issue was not resolved and the 
upshot of the discussion was a provi
sion of the motion finally passed that 
places the ·subject of a policy concern
ing woodfires on the agenda for the 
t rustees' meeting in January. 

In the meantime hikers planning win
ter treks to Taft or Gorham Lodges are 
cautioned that the stoves there have 
symbolically "gone up in smoke," i.e. 
have been removed. 

GMC RECEIVES DONATION 
TO BUILD NEW SHELTER 

The Green Mountain Club has re
ceived a generous gift to be used for 
building a new shelter on the Long 
Trail. Mrs. Ruth L. Nauheim of New 
York City has donated $3,000 for what 
will be known as the Melville Nauheim 
Shelter in memory of her late husband 
who had frequently hiked and come to 
love the Long Trail. The donation also 
pr ovides for construction of a tent plat
fo rm at the same site and for mainte
nance of both structures. 

Terms of the gift specify that the 
shelter is to be built in the mountains 
and away from any road or ski area. 
While GMC officers have not yet se
lected a site, they have indicated that 
southern Vermont is where an addi
tional shelter is most needed. The most 
likely spot-if arrangements can be 
worked out with the U.S. Forest Service 
-is the relocated stretch of LT in the 
Glastenbury Mt. area where presently 
no shelter exists for some 15 miles. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Another summer of hiking the Long 
Trail has passed. We have had the ex
pected large number of hikers and once 
again our caretakers have performed a 
great servic::e to the public. It was my 
privilege and pleasure to attend a For
est Forum in Waterbury, Ve rmont Sep
tember 17, 1975, moderated by Gardi
ner Lane with speakers Larry Van 
Meter, Harry Peet and Charles John
son. The Forum centered on the work 
of the Green Mountain Club. People 
from the state and federal governments 
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and business leaders of the area at
tended . In the afternoon some 50 of us 
went up Mt. Mansfield via the Toll Road 
courtesy of the Mt. Mansfield Co. where 
Hope Stanton and Preston Bristow. our 
Ranger-Naturalists, gave us a wonder
ful nature and geology walk on the ridge 
line . It was a very impressive meeting. 
All of us noted what a great job these 
Ca retake rs and Ranger-Naturalists a re 
doing and have done. Since 1969 th'is 
program has developed and we can 
point with pride to their efforts . There 
is _a low-key approach but very effec
tive. 

I was further impressed by the great 
spirit of cooperation between all agen
cies, the Vermont Forests and Parks 
Department, the U.S. Forest Service, 
business leaders and the GMC. Cer
tainly problems come up from time to 
time but there is communication. 

We continue to look ahead. Our Long 
Range Planning Committee met July 25 
and the Executive Advisory Council 
met on July 31 to finalize recommenda
tions on certain major matters acted on 
by the board of trustees on Sept. 27 
(see repor t elsewhere on this meeting). 

About five years ago, then GMC Pres
ident Shirley Strong wrote the follow
ing to club members : "In past years the 
GMC has assumed a role of creating 
and maintaining a trail system. Today, 
its role is one of maintaining and pre
serving this trail system. This responsi
bility is a real challenge for times have 
changed-with more people, more mis
use of the Trail and vandalism of the 
shelters, increasing encroachments on 
the wilderness environment of the 'foot
path,' new legislation (both Federal 
and State), etc." How true her words 
ring today. 

RALPH E. BRYANT, President 

LOST AND FOUND DEPT. 

JACKET LOST-Week of Aug. 1 be
tween Big Branch Shelter and USFS 
Road No. 10, a blue, nylon jacket with 
lining and gold insignia showing a pic
ture of a panther between the words, 
"Platt Panthers;" if found, please re
turn to Jim Conklin, Jr., 96 Lynn Drive, 
So. Meriden, Conn. 06450. 

INCLINOMETER AND LANTERN 
LOST-Gone from Burrows Trail or 
Gorham Lodge vicinity, one Suunto in
clinometer and a candle lantern; if 
found please return to Doug Teschner, 
Botany Dept., Marsh Life Science Build
ing, University of Vermont, Burlington, 
Vt. 05401. 

EYEGLASSES FOUND-An appar
ently expensive pair of prescription 
glasses which was found at Clarendon 
Shelter this summer was turned in to 
the GMC office in Rutland; to recover 
contact Minerva Hinchey at the office, 
Box 94, Rutland, Vt. 05701, 

KILLINGTON SECTION FEATURED 
ON RUTLAND RADIO TALK SHOW 

The Killington Section has taken to 
the airways to tell the world about the 
Green Mountain Club and the Long 
Trail. That's the word from the sec
tion's Shelters Chairman, Paul R. 
Howard, whose efforts early this sum
mer led to 50 minutes of air time on Rut
land radio station WHWB. 

According to Paul, he was inspired 
to make the effort after he heard a tele
phone talk show on another Rutland 
station, WSYB. The MC was talking 
about the LT in somewhat disparaging 
terms, rhetorically asking at one point, 
for example, "Why would anyone want 
to hike that freeway?" Paul felt a posi
tive response was called for and was 
able to make arrangements for an ap
pearance on WHWB's "Cross Talk" 
program- a live interview type show. 

Repr esenting the Killington Section 
in addition to Howard himself, were 
Rob Carey, Killington Section Outings 
Chairman, and J e b Brugmann, care
taker at Cooper Lodge. At 10:05 a.m. 
July 9, Paul reports, "the three of us 
and two MC's went on the air unre
hearsed, except for a few minutes in
troduction prior to air time, and pro
duced 50 minutes of interesting and 
educational talk about the GMC and 
Killington Section in particular. Ed 
Lloyd, the sportscaster for the station, 
and Ed Larson, the regular MC for the 
program, did an excellent job in ques
tions and nowhere did we repeat our
self. Several people who heard the 
show have told me how inspiring and 
interesting it was." 

Paul said the radio station has gen
erously provided him with tapes of the 
whole program and that these will be 
placed on file at GMC headquarters to 
be available to any GMC'er who might 
wish to use them for a public informa
tion program or as a guide to making 
arrangements for a similar show with 
some other radio station. 

PERSONNEL NOTES 

The Brattleboro Section, whose slot 
on the main club's board of trustees 
has been vacant for some months, is 
once again represented on the board. 
The new trustee from that section is 
Roger Davis of Orchard Street in Brat
tleboro. He attended and was wel
comed at the trustees' Sept. 27 meet
ing. 

Trustee Donald Wallace of North
field, Vt. has been named chairman of 
the GMC's Budget and Finance Com
mittee by President Ralph Bryant. 
Other members are Ron Nemcosky, 
Newell Briggs, Perry Tooker and 
Granget Kammerer. 
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The Kid Gore Shelter: Its Unique Construction Honors A Unique Man 

By Anthony H. Shookus 

Named after Harold M. (Kid) Gore, 
the late owner and operator of Camp 
Najerog, a summer camp for boys in 
Wilmington, Vt., the Kid Gore Shelter is 
located in Glen Haven on the Long Trail 
about 200 yards south of Caughnawaga 
Shelter and five miles north of Glasten
bury Mt. The shelter is a special one 
indeed, both in how it came to be con
structed and because its special design 
makes it "one of a kind" on the LT. 

With the need for a larger shelter in 
the area (the Caughnawaga Shelter, 
which had just four bunks, was built in 
1931 by members of Camp Najerog and 
was in a rundown condition). the 
alumni of the camp headed by Gore's 
son, Harold M. Jr. (Bob), started a cam
paign in 1970 for contributions so that 
materials for a shelter could be pur
chased. The fund drive netted $700 
which proved to be more than suffi
cient for the need at hand. 

Simultaneously with the fund drive, 
43 camp alumni and members of the 
GMC's Connecticut Section gathered at 
Caughnawaga Shelter to start work. 
Logs for the structure were cut and 
peeled on what was termed a "Wood
man's Holiday" in late September, 
1970. 

To provide for a closer vehicle ap
proach to the Long Trail and the site 
for the proposed shelter, Alan Mead, 
then of Rockville, Conn. (now of Fair
fax, Vt.), and Robert M. Attenborough 
of East Hartford scouted a side trail 
starting from the Somerset area west
ward to the Long Trail. The short-cut 
route is now referred to as the Nutmeg 
Trail. 

With logs ready, Richard Bartlett, 
architect from Bloomfield, Conn., pre
pared plans for the shelte.r. Mead be
came coordinator for the project and 
George Bragdon of Bloomfield the con
struction foreman. In February and 
March, 1971 work crews made four at
tempts to reach and locate the shelter 
site; however, due to the depth of the 
snow (five feet or more in places), the 
ventures were in vain. It was near the 
end of March when, with the assis
tance of William MacArthur of Wil
liamstown, Mass., and a member of the 
Pioneer Valley Section, the logs, lum
ber, and roofing materials were trans
ported to the site via snowmobiles. 

Construction of the shelter started 
during the weekend of May 15-16, 1971. 
Howard Bassett worked five days the 
following week in a push to move the 
project. The alumni of Camp Najerog 
were invited to help with the work and 
a doctor from Boston, among others, re
sponded to the call. Work continued 
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It was Aug. 29, 1971 when this assembly of Connecticut Section GMC'ers and Camp Najerog alumni 
gathered to dedicate the newly-constructed Kid Gore Shelter. [Photo probably by Nancy Gore 
Everett) 

over the three-day Memorial Day week
end when members of the section de
scended on the site after attending the 
GMC's annual meeting. 

The shelter was completed on June 
12, 1971-just three weeks were re
quired to accomplish the task. To com
plement the shelter a latrine was pre
fabricated and transported to the site. 
Sherrill Collins of Rockville, among 
others, carried the completed section 
up the Nutmeg Trail and the remaining 
six-tenths of a mile to the shelter. 

The unique quality of the shelter lies 
in the fact that while an open struc
ture, it resembles and contains fur
nishings normally found in closed 
camps and lodges on the LT. For one 
thing there is its spacious size (20 X 12 
feet) with sleeping space for upwards 
of 15. And between the double-deck 
bunks on each end is a large table 
which can seat eight to ten persons. 

Initial cost was $450. The remaining 
money was placed in a separate fund
the Kid Gore Fund-which is now being 
managed by the Connecticut Section. 
The three-sided shelter has the open 
portion (front) facing to the east which 
affords the hiker spectacular sunrises 
and illuminated nights when the moon 
is out. Due to its hilly and rocky loca
tion, the shelter does not have a "Mon
ticello" type front lawn; however, it is 
a complete camp with water available 
nearby the year around. 

Since completion of the shelter, that 
big table, completely covered with a 
non-rusting metal plate, was prefab-

ricated and installed in 1974 with Rich
ard B. Smith of Bristol and Peter Dabbs 
of Guilford collaborating in the work. 
An auxiliary table was constructed ad
jacent to the shelter and a stone stair
way assists one in gaining access to the 
shelter. The latrine has been moved to 
a location recommended by the U.S. 
Forest Service and the entire structure 
received a coat of creosote as did the 
floor and other portions of the shelter. 

Today, four years after completing 
the shelter, a memorial to the man who 
shaped the lives of many young men 
during his 38 years with the Athletic 
Department at the University of Massa
chusetts and during the summers at 
Camp Najerog, the Kid Gore Fund has a 
balance of $191.82 As materials are 
purchased to maintain the shelter the 
fund balance is ever on the decrease. 
The Connecticut Section is accepting 
donations in memory of one who has 
done so much for the youth of our coun
try. Donors are requested to send con
tributions, payable to Kid Gore Fund, to 
Richard B. Smith, Treasurer, 193 Morn
ingside Drive East, Bristol, Conn. 06010. 

MONTPELIER SECTION 
Or, A New Trail For Paul Brodeur 

On Aug. 10 members of the Mont
pelier Section relocated several hun
dred yards of its assigned part of the 
Long Trail. The stretch runs from the 
top of the Madonna Mountain Ski Area 
lift to a point near the Sterling Pond 
Shelter, which the section rebuilt two 
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years ago after it had burned down. 
The decision to reroute had been 

taken a few weeks before, at one of the 
Section's regularly scheduled planning 
meetings, but had been in the making 
for several years. The Long Trail re
ceives heavy use (sometimes abuse) in 
the Mt. Mansfield / Smuggler's Notch 
area. In this area in particular too 
many feet had exposed tree roots along 
the trail. creating an obstacle course 
for anyone but the very agile, and 
standing water in places had necessi
tated new patches of "corduroy pav
ing" each spring. 

About a dozen people showed up to 
help with the relocation of the trail. 
Leader was David Morse, trustworthy 
and long-time member of the Montpe
lier Section. The party also included 
Robert and Wendy Hamilton, Kathy 
Sharp and Doris Washburn, as well as 
Trustee Sally Sairs and President An
drew Nuquist. A few hikers also gave a 
helping hand on their way by. 

The new route had already been sur
veyed and marked with ribbons by John 
Sairs, son of Sally and caretaker at 
Sterling Pond, and the work party was 
able to go right in with shovels, axes, 
saws and pruning shears. The hand
saws went in first, removing the biggest 
obstacles; then came other tools, in 
teams or alone, to smooth the trail floor 
and cut off obstructing branches. After 
a long morning of hard work the Long 
Trail had a new location on top of the 
ridge instead of down the side as be
fore, all neatly denoted by a string of 
fresh white blazes. 

Rumor has it that section member 
Paul Brodeur showed up just as the 
weary laborers were ready to sit down 
to lunch. We will not attempt to find out 
what kind of a reception he received, 
but we can guess. We hope he re
sponded in kind. 

REIDUN NUQUIST, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION 
Or, Corn-On-The-Cob On The LT 

Dot and Pirk Pirkanen of the Burl
ington Section have held a Corn Roast 
every August for five years. 

It all started when the Pirkanens 
were asked by the Outing Committee to 
have a corn roast at Birch Glen Lodge 
as one of the summer outings. It proved 
to be such a popular event that it has 
become an annual affair. It has been 
held at Birch Glen Lodge every year 
with the exception of this year. The 
water was so low this summer at Birch 
Glen that it had to be held at Duck 
Brook Shelter. 

The morning of the Roast, Pirk and 
Dot with a crew of volunteers carry all 
the corn, pots, and assorted supplies 
into the site. The morning and after-
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noon are spent in gathering wood for 
the fire, fire building, setting out the 
butter, salt, etc. and of course, corn 
husking! Sometimes there is even time 
for a little hiking before the crowd ar
rives. 

The corn is ready about four or so 
when the other hikers begin to arrive. 
Two huge pots of water are set on the 
fires and when the water is aboiling, 
the ea rs are dropped in. Along with 
the succulent ears, plenty of hot coffee 
is served. Hikers bring along anything 
else they wish to eat such as hot dogs 
or hamburgers. Dessert is always deli
cious cookies, homemade by Dot. 

The first year that the Roast was 
held, a 92-year-old woman hiked, with 
little assistance, up the mile-long trail 
for the treat. She thoroughly enjoyed 
several ears, too! 

The most people the Pirkanens have 
served is 72 and the least was 28. 

There are always Long Trail hikers 
staying overnight at the lodge. They 
usually hungrily eye the corn and cook
ies. There has always been plenty of 
corn left and the bikers have always 
been invited to "help yourself." Need
less to say, they have never needed a 
second invitation. More than a few 
have marveled at having fresh corn-on
the-cob on the Long Trail and the 
"thank-yous" have been more than 
plentiful. 

AL VERT A PERKINS, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

Participants in a Sterling Section 
hike on Sept. 21 were witnesses of 
some unusual wildlife on the Long Trail. 
Some of the hikers saw a moose! 

The occasion was a trip to Taylor 
Lodge and the first to spot the large 
beast was Frederick Judd of St. Albans. 
The bull moose, probably two or three 
years old, did not seem overly alarmed 
by the presence of man. After wander
ing away for a short while, the moose 
returned to as close as 40 feet of the 
group of hikers then assembled at the 
lodge. 

That absence of a normal fear of 
man proved to be a sad thing. Several 
days later the moose, presumably the 
same one. was unphased by large 
crowds of people which gathered to 
view him when he showed up in the 
middle of a park in Burlington, Ver
mont's largest city! Vermont Fish and 
Game Department officials were called 
in. tranquilized the animal and trans
ported him to the wilds of Belvidere 
about 60 miles away. An authority be
lieved the critter was suffering from a 
deadly brain disease peculiar to moose, 
a fact which explained its absence of 
normal defense mechanisms. 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Reporter 

PORKY PAST-It was the mid 1930's when Paul 
Howard and three brawny friends posed for the 
camera in front of Killington's Porky Lodge. The 
shelter was also known as the Stone Hut. 

KILLINGTON SECTION 
Or, Archeologists Find Porky Lodge 

Editor's Note: According to Killington 
Section Reporter Frances H. Roberts, 
the following account was written by 
Paul R. Howard, KS Shelters Chair
man. Also, another photograph of 
Porky Lodge appeared in the May, 1974 
L TN as a "Mystery Picture" with sub
sequent identification by Sanborn Par
tridge in the November LTN. 

On reaching Cooper Lodge on July 19, 
the first greeting received from Care
taker Jeb Brugman was that he had lo
cated what he believed to be the re
mains of Porky Lodge. As I had stayed 
there many times in the 30's, Jeb asked 
that I confirm or deny that his dis
covery was, in fact, the remains of 
Porky. 

Later in the evening we traveled up 
the now existing trail to a point where 
it rapidly ascends to the summit. At 
this point, he led me north or to the left 
of the trail only 40 or 50 feet where 
what appeared to be a foundation and 
rubble of rocks stood, heavily grown-in 
all around and inside the walls that 
were left. No doubt it was the remains 
of that famous Porky Lodge. 

I explained to Jeb and my son, Paul. 
where the door was, showing them the 
remains of this doorway, and how the 
interior was designed in its hey-day as 
I recalled it. We took careful views of 
the rock formation still standing and 
compared it to the picture I have of the 
shelter, and it left no doubt. Also, south 
of the remains and down the hill a bit 
were the remains of the old pot-bellied 
stove that served to comfort hikers on 
cold nights. 

I'm not quite so certain but it's pos-
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sible that the flat spot a few feet east of 
Cooper Lodge where the Long Trail 
joins the trail to the summit is where 
the "old tin shelter" stood these 40 
years ago. The tin scattered west of 
Cooper is believed to be from the 
shelter. 

As for the foundation of the old hotel 
that once was on Killington, Jeb has not 
been able to find the remains of this, 
but it is this writer's belief that Cooper 
Lodge now stands on that site. My 
brother, "Doc" Howard, does not 
agree with me. He, too, spent much 
time on that part of the Long Trail as a 
youngster, and could very well be cor
rect. 

In any event these are some facts 
and guesses about previous history of 
that section of Killington Peak. 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

Pioneer Valley members have been 
letting the local trails rest and taking 
off for far-away places. Mason and 
Lucy Ingram visited Wood Buffalo Na
tional Park in Canada's Northwest 
Territory; Anne Boucher visited Ten
nessee's Smokies then to Colorado, Ari
zona and Utah; Gil and Rena Myrick, 
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont; 
Earl and Edna Williams to New Bruns
wick, Canada; Bob Boucher and Patty 
to England to hike on some of their 
trails; Bill MacArthur and wife to En
gland also; E. Porter Dickinson to Cali
fornia; Everett Hamel to Washington, 
D.C.; Ken Marx to Switzerland; George 
and Harriet Pierce to Texas; Bob and 
Jean Attenborough, Bob and Frances 
Brown, Mauri Wintturi, Harriet and 

George Pierce, Porter Dickinson and 
the undersigned attended the Appala
chian Trail Conference in Boone, N.C. 
The latter also visited the Smokies and 
Williamsburg, Va. 

But not everybody disappeared dur
ing the summer. In addition to pleasure 
outings work parties brushed the Long 
Trail from the Mass.-Vt. line north to 
Harmon Hill. In July the Seth Warner 
outhouse was relocated, a 15-foot sec
tion of the bridge at the Beaver Dam 
was replaced, the front window of 
Congdon Camp was repaired and the 
roof tarred. 

Our Congdon Camp was built be
tween July 31 and August 11, 1967 by 
the Long Trail Patrol, headed by Roy 
Buchanan and Jack Harrington. It re
(Cont. on Page 8) 

A Member's Views On The Role Of The Sections 
To the Editor: 

Two articles shared the seventh 
page of the Long Trail News. One was 
Ralph Bryant's President's Message, 
and the other was a piece entitled 
"GMC Membership Count Is Down." ... 
With regret, I see the sentiments about 
the role of the Sections as one cause of 
the effect described in the second arti
cle, i.e. "No Section has shown a steady 
increase (in membership] since 1971." 
I'd certainly agree that the Sections' 
role in maintaining the Long Trail is an 
important one and that they "should 
not be merely social organizations." 
Unfortunately, the President's Message 
conveys a third, less acceptable idea: 
"The real strength of the Green Moun
tain Club has been the participation of 
the Sections in maintaining the Long 
Trail with the help of the Patrol" (em
phasis added). 

... What, one may ask, is wrong with 
seeing the Sections as "participants" 
in "Main Club" work? Plenty, I think. 
To begin with, the very words "partici
pants" and, "Main Club" imply that the 
Sections are merely ancillary organi
zations whose function it is to aid the 
Main Club. On the contrary, it seems to 
me that the Club has long derived its 
strength from the reasonably autono
mous functioning of Sections which 
were free to set their policies and plan 
their activities more or less as they saw 
fit, which were free to innovate and get 
things done on their own, and which 
benefited from the coordination pro
vided by the President and Trustees
but these Sections did not allow that 
"coordination" to become "direction," 
and they prospered in their freedom. 

Now, unfortunately, the Sections 
seem to be losing their character as 
decision-making bodies and turning 
into administrative divisions, serving to 
implement decisions by Club leader-
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ship. To me, this state of affairs is re
flected by the idea that the Sections 
exist primarily to help keep up the trail 
for the main Club. The important deci
sions about the Trail, however, are be
ing increasingly concentrated at the 
main Club level. 

Of course, the Sections do still have 
great latitude of action in one 
area-their social activities. Perhaps 
that is why there is concern that Sec
tions are slipping into the role of "mere
ly social organizations." Why should 
they interest themselves in more im
portant matters when these matters 
are increasingly beyond their control? 

Those who favor centralizing the 
Club may argue that major decisions 
about the Trail are too crucial to be left 
to the Sections individually. Admitted-

GMCSTAND 
ON NORTH COUNTRY TRAIL 

SPARKS MEMBER'S RESIGNATION 

To the Editor: 
I cannot agree with the position of 

the Green Mountain Club taken with 
reference to the proposed North 
Country Trail. It would seem that un
less more trails are constructed the 
overuse of the Long Trail will con
tinue. The North Country Trail 
would carry part of the hiking load 
and allow others to experience the 
out-of-doors. 

I received a letter asking why I 
had not paid my dues. I trust the 
foregoing will explain. I would have 
hoped that your organization would 
have been one of the first to endorse 
the North Country Trail and work 
towards its creation. Count me as 
one of your former members. 

DAVID J. LORI 
Norway, Mich. 

ly, the Sections may sometimes make 
mistakes which more professional lead
ership would have been able to avoid. 
They may sometimes get in the way of 
smooth standardization of Club prac
tices. Amateurs acting in relatively 
small groups will always make a few 
mistakes and miss a few opportunities. 
These same amateurs are, however, 
capable of greater dedication, harder 
work, and greater adaptability than 
anyone else-in large measure be
cause they set their own goals, rather 
than merely having goals set for them. 

If we want the Sections to become 
"merely social organizations," all we 
have to do is keep on restricting their 
decision-making power until they are 
not able to function as anything other 
than "merely social organizations." I 
do not find it fantastic to suggest that a 
continued decline in Section member
ship will accompany this development. 
As Sections become meaningless to the 
real business of the Green Mountain 
Club, they may well degenerate into 
meaningless social organizations. If 
that happens, the Club will have done a 
lot to alienate its most valuable re
source: the volunteer who works for 
the Club and for the mountains-and 
who loves his work because he sees his 
own importance as an individual in the 
whole organization. Make a Section 
member feel insignificant, and his work 
may become insignificant, too. . . . I 
hope that when I finish my second End
to-End, it will be on a trail maintained 
by enthusiastic volunteers encouraged 
by a Club which recognizes the time
less idea that man does his best work 
when he knows it is his own work, not 
someone else's. 

HERBERT G. OGDEN, JR. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 
Member, Killington Section 
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THE 1975 INTERSECTIONAL: ITS CHAIRMAN REPORTS 
The 16th Annual GMC Intersectional 

was held at Camp Chesterfield Boy 
Scout Reservation, Chesterfield, Mass., 
Aug. 24 - Sept. 1. Host was the Worces
ter Section. General consensus of 
opinion: the best camp we ever had for 
an Intersectional and the best program. 

Camp facilities: a dining hall that 
could seat up to 250 at one sitting; a 
walk-in refrigerator: an out-door freez
er where members could freeze their 
own ice if they wanted to; excellent 
showers, hot and cold, for both men 
and women; each of eleven tenting 
areas had their own water and toilet 
facilities; a private lake for swimming 
and canoeing; and a trailer park and 
huge parking lot for cars. 

Attendance included 144 enthusias
tic hikers and campers; 116 were 
adults and 28 were children; this in
cluded 34 members-at-large. Sections 
represented were: Pioneer, 21; Con
necticut, 17; Burlington, 17; New York, 
12; Montpelier, 7; Killington, 2; and 24 
from the Worcester Section. 

It may also be interesting to look at a 
break-down by states: Maine, 1; Ohio, 
2; New York, 8; New Jersey, 8; Connect
icut, 19; Vermont, 36; Massachusetts, 
68; and from Canada, Quebec, 2 

We had an excellent camp staff and 
they deserve a vote of thanks for the 
excellent job they did. Norman and 
Arlene Rayner were responsible for 
camp registration and camp funds. 
Richard Metcalfe was responsible for 
all Intersectional signs and all the 
camp signs at Chesterfield. Robert 
Heck coordinated the daily hiking pro
gram. Bob and Anne Humes were ca
noeing leaders. 

The day-time activities for the people 
that stayed in camp were tmder the 
supervision of Helen Vickstrom and 
Nancy Heck before camp. They were 

run in camp by Nancy Heck and 
Barbara Bacon. This included pro
grams for both adults and children. 
Considering that we had better than 
four days of rain it was a big job. 

The extensive evening program was 
formulated so that it contained a 
varied and enjoyable series of events 
flexible enough to be changed if need 
be due to any unforseen circumstances 
without lowering the quality of the pro
gram. The evening events included a 
film festival, a speaker on easement 
problems on the Appalachian Trail in 
Massachusetts, a lecture and slide 
show on forest management and an
other on canoeing and hiking in the 
western states, a bean-hole supper and 
night of square dancing and an auction 
of items donated by those attending the 
Intersectional. 

I think we proved our point that we 
had more hiking within 30 airline miles 
of Chesterfield than in any other sec
tion of New England other than the 
White Mts. Most of the hikers were 
very surprised that the climbing was as 
rugged as it was and that the views 
were as good as they were. They came, 
they saw and they believed. 

The number turning out for each 
day's hikes ranged from 20 to 43, the 
lower numbers in that range coming, 
not surprisingly, on rainy and/or 
cloudy days. Participants divided about 
equally (10 to 17) among the easy, 
moderate and difficult hikes which 
were offered. All told, 210 people par
ticipated in the seven days of outdoor 
events which included several canoe 
trips as well as hikes. Activities also in
cluded visits to a variety of local scenic 
and other attractions. 

I am grateful to the following who as
sisted me in leading hikes and trips: 
Mike Wissenbach, Lou Cartozzi, Bob 

Heck, Calvin Bacon, John Schiemann, 
Dick Metcalfe, Dave Pirog, Bob 
Boucher, Bob Humes and Leonard 
Dailey. 

Another first for this Intersectional 
was the installation of a complete pub
lic address system in and outside of the 
hall, and our own movie projector and 
film library installed and used by Bob 
Heck and Calvin Bacon. 

The following is the text of the agree
ment which we signed with the Great 
Trails Council, Inc. of the Boy Scouts of 
America: 

"The charge for using the [Chester
field Scout Reservation] will be $500.00. 

"Check-in will begin on Sunday, Au
gust 24, after 12 noon. 

"All tent areas at the camp will be 
available along with all buildings other 
than Magee Hall, the office, and the 
health lodge. 

"No cars or recreational vehicles 
will be allowed on any camp roads. 

"There will be representatives avail
able to inspect the facilities at the end 
of your stay and to help you check in 
when you arrive. 

"All parking will be in the upper 
parking lot unless overflow parking is 
necessary in the circle. 

"Use of the waterfront will be under 
your group's supervision and responsi
bility. Certain minimal standards may 
be set to assure safe operation. The 
docks will not be set up, nor will the 
canoes or boats be available. 

"We would like to have Hans Fritsch 
as our representative to help handle 
arrangements at C.S.R." 

This is the agreement that we signed 
and we made sure that it was adhered 
to. Because we lived up to the agree
ment, Boy Scout camps will be easier 
for the GMC to obtain in the future. 

LESTER M. VIELLE, Chairman 

The "First" Out-Of-State Intersectional: An (Uncertain) Assessment 
The location of the 1975 Intersec

tional at Chesterfield, Mass. was, for 
all practical purposes, the first held 
out of Vermont and away from the Long 
Trail (as noted in the August LTN, the 
1956 Intersectional was held in Wil
liamstown, Mass. but that was just 
across the state line and right at the 
south end of the LT). In approving the 
host Worcester Section's proposed site, 
GMC trustees viewed the out-of-state 
"precedent" as an experiment. 

In an effort to develop some small 
assessment of how the experiment 
fared we asked the Section reporters to 
sample their members' reactions and 
several responded. In addition to his 
basic report here, Lester Vielle also 
provided his own analysis, of which 

November, 1975 

more anon. 
A key factor which suggests some

thing went wrong is that attendance 
dropped well over 100 from that of the 
previous three years. The 1975 Inter
sectional drew 144 compared to 284 in 
1974, 277 in 1973 and 268 in 1972, all of 
the latter at camps in Vermont. Per
haps not surprisingly, the number of 
Vermont residents attending dropped 
substantially, a decline only partly off
set by an increase in Massachusetts 
residents attending (Burlington Section 
Reporter Alverta Perkins heard, but 
did not confirm, that four or five sec
tion members did not attend because it 
was out of state). But that would hard
ly account for all of the big drop since 
Chesterfield, Mass. isn't really that far 

from Vermont. 
Thus other factors may have come 

into play such as the shaky U.S. 
economy cutting vacation travel or 
simply changes in the economic or 
family status of some Intersectional 
regulars. Another factor may have 
been adverse reaction to the Chester
field facilities and program but that 
would affect only an individual or fam
ily's length of stay, not its initial deci
sion to attend. (Reactions in our very 
limited sampling varied from "just 
beautiful" and "a fabulous experi
ence" to some distinct complaints 
about certain rules and regulations.) 
And certainly a bad break in the weath
er-four-plus days of rain-may have 
(Cont. on Page 8) 
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(Intersectional - Cont. from Page 7} 
discouraged some from attending. 

As to the principle of having the In
tersectional out of Vermont, response 
again varied. According to Pioneer Val
ley Reporter Dorothy Knight, the 20 or 
so from her Section at the Intersec
tional "felt very strange not having it in 
Vermont." But definitely in the majority 
were those who felt that an occasional 
out-of-state site was perfectly fine-it 
was fairer to non-Vermont GMC mem
bers and was "a chance to see some 
new country." 

In sum, based on the editor 's limited 
research the answer to why atten
dance dropped so sharply is very un
certain. But GMC trustees will be mak
ing their own assessment and to help 
them in deciding on future Intersection
al sites, we pass on the request of 
Trustee A. C. (Fred} Gilbert, 3rd that 
GMC members let their representatives 
know how they feel on this question. 

As for Lester Vielle's own assess
ment, he noted the expected drop in 
Vermont attendance but was surprised 
it was so big. He also acknowledged 
there "was some complaints on the 
first day about the rules I agreed to" 
but said they ended "when people saw 
that all were being treated the same." 
The bad weather, he felt, definitely cut 
attendance. But he ended things on a 
definite positive note: 

"I have a letter of thanks for the ex
cellent condition that we left Chester
field Camp in. They will be willing to let 
us use their camp again or be willing to 
act as a reference if we wanted to use 
any other Boy Scout camp. . . .The 
opinion of most people was that the 
only losers at this Intersectional were 
the ones that didn't get there ." 

BOB HAGERMAN, Editor 

(Pioneer Valley - Cont. from Page 6) 
placed the old Deer View Shelter which 
burned the previous November. This 
closed cabin has bunks for 12 and is 
named in memory of the late Herbert 
Wheaton Congdon, a Long Trail pio
neer, trail-builder and map-maker, and 
was a gift of the Congdon family. A 
small brook near the camp furnishes 
water. It is located near the Dunville 
Hollow and Stamford Stream. On July 
4, 1968 five GMC'ers hauled in and in
stalled a good two-griddle stove for 
heating and cooking. Between March 
13 and 23, 1972 this stove made a 
sneaky exit, a leg on our picnic table 
was broken off, and rubbish was scat
tered all over the area. On Oct. 28 a 
new stove same as the previous one 
was carried in and installed in cement, 
"never to be moved." Well, on March 
22 , 1975 the cement gave way to 
"thieves" who took this second good 
stove. We are debating as to what kind 
of stove to install, which will not look 
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Birthday cakes and lighted candles were the appropriate symbol of the day in front of these five par
ticipants in the Tenth Blrthday Party held for Lost Pond Shelter. They are, from left, Peter Palen, Ray 
Secor, Ben Rolston, Sandy Stare and Bob Hwnes. 

GROUP HOLDS BIRTHDAY PARTY 
FOR LOST POND SHELTER 

May 10, 1975 was the occasion of a 
very happy Tenth Birthday party, 
complete with candles and cake, for 
Lost Pond Shelter on the LT just north 
of Baker Peak. 

Lost Pond Shelter was built by Louis 
J. (Sandy} Stare, Jr. in his backyard on 
Cape Cod during the winter of 1964-65. 
In the spring of 1965, he dismantled it 
in sections and had it trucked to 
Vermont. A group of enthusiastic 
volunteers led by Ben Rolston greeted 

too attractive to vandals. 
DOROTHY B. KNIGHT, Reporter 

CORRECTION 

In the brief notice in the August L TN 
about the memorial plaque to Augustus 
Aldrich placed on Mt. Ascutney we 
identified the plaque's sponsoring or
ganization as the Weathersfield Trail 
Association. That was an error. The 
correct name is Ascutney Trails Asso
ciation. GMC'er Herbert G. Ogden, Jr., 
who told us of this mistake, also said 
the plaque was placed at a large rock 
slab on the trail which Aldrich had re
cently prospected, and not in a "clear
ing" as we had described it. 

THE CON SID ERA TE HIKER ... 

... if a Long Trail shelter, lodge, 
bridge or other structure needs repair 
or improvement of some kind, attempts 
to do this himself and if that is not 
practical or possible, sends word to 
GMC headquarters or to the appropri
ate Section. 
. .. even when hiki ng strictly fo r 
pleasure, does a lii tle something to 
improve the trail like removing a few 
easy blowdowns or cutting a way that 
branch which obscures a pa.int blaze. 

the arrival of the shelter early in May. 
After many trials and tribulations in 
getting it up the trail from Big Branch, 
it was put together again by this 
dedicated group of people. 

Every year since then, those who can 
return for a reunion and to share the 
memories of that day. Those who 
attended this year were , Sandy Stare, 
Ben Rolston, Irving White, Curt Gar
field, Anne and Bob Humes, Ray Secor, 
Ed Roberts and son, and Peter and 
Teen Palen. 

TEEN PALEN 
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