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MAJOR VOLUNTEER EFFORT PRODUCES NEW PUFFER SHELTER 

Tremendous response to an appeal 
by the Burlington Section for help in 
re building Puffer Lodge resulted in 
completion of the shelter's construction 
in an extraordinary 24-hours-plus. 

That was the climax to a major effort 
by the Section's Rat Patrol (a commit
tee for handling special trails and 
shelters projects) to plan and prepare 
for construction of a new open shelter 
to replace the closed lodge which 
burned last November. A major 
problem of the project was the three 
miles which materials would have to be 
carried from the roadhead to the 
construction site. Among several steps 
taken to get adequate manpower was 
an actual advertisement in the Burling· 
ton Free Press for "VOLUNTEER 
HIKERS." 

So what happened?-125 people 
showed up at the Bolton Valley 
Corporation's parking lot at 8 a.m. 
Saturday, June 14. Undeterred by flies, 
mud, humidity and the threat of 
thunderstorms, the GMC' ers, Boy Scouts 
and other volunteers carried all the 
materials and tools the three miles over 
Bolton Mt. By 2 p .m. Sunday the shelter 

VOLUNTEER 
HIKERS NEEDED 
to help with rebuilding of 
Puffer Lodge on the Long 
Trail. 

Meet at 7: 1 S A.M. Saturday 
and/or Sunday at the Dairy 
Science Building (UVM) or 8 
A.M. at parking lot at Bolton 
Valley ski area. Bring lunch and 
poclt frame with rope. Call Jaclt 
Lance, 985-371 S for in· 
formation. 

The Burlington Section used this advertisement 
in the Burlington Free Press of June 11 as one 
means of attracting manpower for the Puffer 
Shelter project. 

was finished, including staining, land
scaping and a stone fireplace. 

There were no mishaps but two 
members of the Essex Rescue Squad 
were on hand just in case. And 
Burlington Section President Gorky 
Magoon, who never did make it to the 
construction site, set up a lemonade 
stand in the wilderness (where else?) 
to help revive the hikers. 

Members of the Rat Patrol and their 
chief rats-Ralph Gibbs and Jack 
Lance-deserve a lot of credit for their 
hours of work at the site and during the 
past months. They began planning last 
winter, then pre-fabricated the lean-to 
at the Burlington Generating Plant in 
May, organized several work parties to 
clean up the site and prepare the 
foundation, and spent many hours with 
other volunteers working on the.trail to 
Puffer. (The trail needed a lot of 
attention, got some, and needs more 
after the extra-heavy usage it received.) 

David Broder of Boy Scout Troop 1, 
Essex Center, got involved in the 
project, via his troop leader (and 
GMC'er) Fred Smith, as a way of 
fulfilling an Eagle Scout requirement. 
He contacted area Scouts and, working 
with the Rat Patrol, organized the 
Scouts to carry in lumber and other 
materials. 

All the boards for the lean-to were 
pre-cut, coded and steel-banded togeth
er in Burlington. Friday night every
thing was trucked about a third of a 
mile up the trail, which was as far as 
4-wheel drive vehicles could go. On 
Saturday, hikers carrying floor and 
foundation boards were started first 
up the trail. By noon, when the last of 
the building materials were arriving, 
the patrol had nearly assembled the 
floor. Hikers were encouraged to snack 
and rest briefly and then return, to 
prevent congestion and damage to the 

small camp site. 
Using pack frames and rope, hikers 

carried in a total of 407 boards, the 
largest 16 feet; 72 feet of chicken wire; 
four one-gallon cans of creosote; six 
rolls of roofin~ material, each weighing 
45 pounds; two rolls of tar paper, thirty 
pounds each; two quarts of roofing tar; 
31 pounds of nails; and assorted tools. 

Scouts participating were from 
Troops 1 and 71, Essex Center; Troop 2, 
Burlington; Troop 7, Jericho-Underhill; 
Troop 17, Malletts Bay; Troops 25 and 
30, Essex Junction; and Troop 90, 
Hinesburg. 

SALLY S. SPEAR 

Relaxing in front of the Wesley United Methodist 
Church during the annual meeting's lunch-hour 
break were the Killington Section's Sandy Morse 
of Rutland and his daughter. Dierdre. (Photo by 
BOb Hagerman) See story on page 6. 



GMC Landowner Agreements Help Protect Long Trail 
In a program of major significance 

the Green Mountain Club and a 
number of private individuals and 
corporations have joined hands in a 
step to preserve and protect the Long 
Trail. 

Most of the 262-mile trail south of the 
Winooski River is under public control, 
both state and federal, and as such 
enjoys protection as the long
esta blished "Footpath in the Wilder
ness." North of that point, however, 
most of the trail is on private land. 

Concern over both the status of the 
trail on these private lands and the 
rights of the property owners affected 
led the GMC to take action beginning 
about three years ago. The response 
was sparked by a resolution approved 
in 1971 by the Vermont General 
Assembly recognizing the GMC as 
''founder, sponsor, defender and pro
tector of the Long Trail System." The 
result has been the execution of formal 
agreements with many of the private 
landowners regarding use and preser
vation of the trail. 

Playing a key role has been the 
club's executive secretary, Gardiner 
Lane of Bolton. He in turn credits Atty. 
Joseph Frank of Burlington, one of the 
GMC trustees, for his legal services; a 
number of town clerks; and various 
state personnel including county forest
ers and other staff of the Department 
of Forests and Parks and members of 
the Attorney General's office. 

The landowners range from large 
corporations to single individuals and 
the length of the protected stretches of 
Long Trail ranges from some 15 miles 
to fractions of a mile. 

Under the license agreements, or 
"performance contracts" as they are 
also known, the landowner grants the 
GMC a six-foot right-of-way for the 
trail. The landowner also agrees to 
refrain from altering the natural 
surroundings of the trail and must 
obtain consent from the club before 
cutting any trees or erecting any 
structures within certain specified 
distances of the trail (in some contracts 
selective cutting is permitted). For its 
part, the GMC agrees to maintain the 
trail, to encourage its use for foot 
travel only and discourage motorized 
travel, to obtain permission of the 
landowner for construction of any 
structure along the trail, and to 
indemnify the landowner against liabil
ity for injury or property damage 
suffered by hikers on the trail. All the 
agreements run for five years. 

First to sign one of the agreements 
was the Bolton Valley Corp. whose 
6,000 acres encompasses a large ski 

Page 2 

area and summer resort complex; 
running across the property is about 
ten miles of Long Trail. 

Another key participant in the 
cooperative program has been the 
Atlas Plywood Division of North 
American Philips Corporation of New 
York City. The agreement with North 
American Philips covers about 15 miles 
of trail across Atlas Plywood timber
lands in the towns of Jay, Westfield, 
Montgomery and Eden. That is the most 
of any of the 13 agreements now in 
force which protect a total of some 47 
miles of Long Trail. 

"We hold the Green Mountain Club 
in very high regard," said Warren B. 
(Jersey) Drown, forester and timber
lands manager for Atlas Plywood 
which has headquarters in Morrisville. 
"The club itself appreciates the proper 
use of wild land and most hikers on the 
trail are respectful of the property they 
cross and are particularly conscious of 
the hazards of their campfires in our 
woodlands. As such we welcomed this 
agreement. In exchange for protection 
of the Long Trail we have some 
protection ourselves which we are 
pleased to have." 

Another landowner who has signed 
an agreement is Atty. Robert Magoon 
of Morristown, judge of the Lamoille 
County Probate Court. The Long Trail 
winds across property which Magoon 
owns in Johnson and which includes 
the well-known Prospect Rock outlook 
point. 

"The trail," says Magoon, "is a great 
asset to the state. I've talked with 
hikers and have seen how they use the 
trail. For the most part they are a good 
group of people and the care they have 
shown my property has been excep
tional.'' 

Other landowners which have signed 
agreements and the location of their 
respective properties over which the 
Long Trail runs are the following: 
Roger Newton of Morrisville, Eden; Dr. 
Robert S. Babcock of Burlington, Eden; 
Albert Nadeau of Johnson, Johnson; 
Rocky Vermont, Inc., Belvidere; Mutual 
Land Development Corp., Johnson; A. 
Johnson & Co. of Bristol, Johnson; Leo 
and Nathan Allen of Clearwater, Fla., 
Eden; Steven B. Elkins of Chevy Chase, 
Md., Lowell; Big Basin Corp., Fayston; 
and the University of Vermont, Stowe 
and Underhill. 

Most other landowners have been 
approached, Gardiner Lane tells us, 
and none have objected to the Long 
Trail crossing their property. For 
various technical and legal reasons, 
however, formal agreements have not 
been concluded with all landowners 

Robert Magoon of Morrisville, one of those 
signing a landowner agreement with the GMC, 
views a sign on the Long Trail where it crosses 
his property in Johnson. (Photo by Bob 
Hagerman) 

but are expected at some point in most 
cases. 

"With the help of these landowners," 
Gardiner says, "more than 95 per cent 
of the Long Trail now enjoys some form 
of protection for continued use by the 
public. We hope all hikers-both GMC 
members and non-members-appreci
ate this fact and as a result treat land 
which they cross with even more 
respect." 

BOB HAGERMAN, Editor 

NATIONAL TRAILS DESIGNATION 
NOT FOR LT, SAY GMC AND STATE 

With approval of the Green Moun
tain Club the State of Vermont has gone 
on record as supporting a federal 
finding that the Long Trail not be 
designated part of the National Scenic 
Trail System. That at least is how 
things now stand. But the door has 
been left open for a possible later 
change in this position (the southern 
third of the LT, which is also the 
Appalachian Trail, is already part of 
the national trails system). 

The state's position was expressed 
by Gov. Thomas P. Salmon in a letter of 
April 21 to Rogers Morton, Secretary of 
the Interior, the federal agency which 
administers the National Trails System 
Act of 1968. The letter in so many 
words, endorsed the conclusions of a 
preliminary investigation made by the 
Interior Department's Bureau of Out
door Recreation to decide if a formal 
study of the Long Trail should be 
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carried out concerning its designation 
as a National Scenic Trail. 

Among the investigation's findings 
was that "The Long Trail is a highly 
scenic route connecting elements of 
national significance" and that "The 
route appears to meet the qualifica
tions for a national scenic trail ... " At 
the same time, the report goes on, "the 
State of Vermont and the Green 
Mountain Club prefer that the Long 
Trail not be included in the national 
trail system at this time." 

The report then lists several recom
mendations, including the key one that 
the LT not be added to the national 
trails system. But, it notes, "At such 
time as conditions may warrant, the 
Congress, the Secretary of the Interior 
and the State of Vermont may request 
re-evaluation of the Long Trail for 
possible designation as a national 
scenic trail." 

One other basic recommendation is 
that the state "develop a trail plan to 
coordinate the requirements of various 
special interest groups and approach 
deficiencies on a systematic basis. ' 
Development of such a plan, according 
to GMC Executive Secretary Gardiner 
Lane, is "in the making." 

Gardiner explained that the GMC's 
board of trustees was opposed to 
National Scenic Trails designation of 
the LT for a combination of negative 
and positive reasons. Among the first 
was concern that publicity attending 
the LT's listing in the federal registry of 
such trails would mean greater hiker 
traffic, a problem already of concern. 
On the positive side was the feeling 
that joint efforts by the GMC and state 
are developing a measure of protection 
for the LT which is at least equivalent 
to and perhaps better than the outright 
purchase of a trail right-of-way which 
the National Scenic Trail designation 
would have set in motion for the LT. 

Gardiner went on to note that for all 
its possible drawbacks, the purchase 
of right-of-way would certainly be a 
permanent benefit for the LT. But, he 
concluded, "we like to think of the 
National Scenic Trails designation as a 
fall-back position to be used only if we 
can't otherwise handle the L T's 
preservation and protection." 

MORE ABOUT SUNNYSIDE: 
KILLINGTON SECTION RESPONDS 

Editor's Note: In recent L TN issues 
we've had two reports about the 
encounter in June, 1974 at Sunnyside 
Camp between some Killington Section 
hikers and a group of Rhode Island Boy 
Scouts spending the night there. 
Scoutmaster M.H. Martin, Jr. claimed 
his group had been given a rude 
reception by a then-unidentified worn-. 
an who "spouted rules" and gave "the 
impression that she owned the entire 
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place and that we were trespassers." 
That woman was Betty Weeks, a very 
active Killington Section member and 
former GMC trustee. Reprinted below 
is her letter of June 26, 1975 to Mr. 
Martin responding to his account of the 
encounter. The letter can speak for 
itself but we will only add that a fellow 
Killington Section member reports that 
"everyone who knows Betty appreci
ates her tact and gracious manner. 
How Mr. Martin could have reacted to 
her with such vitriolic comments is 
amazing." 

Dear Mr. Martin, 
I was amazed at your description of 

our meeting at Sunnyside in the Long 
Trail News. There were so many 
glaring errors in your version of the 
episode that I'm sure you will want to 
retract your written statement. 

First, I certainly did not intend to 
make you feel like "trespassers." I 
thought at the time that our meeting 
was most friendly and I was only trying 
to be helpful in volunteering informa
tion. In fact, you asked me if I knew a 
good place where you could camp. 
Furthermore. I did not say that groups 
could not use the shelter. I may have 
volunteered the information that there 
were already 12 hikers staying inside. 
You stated that my group had already 
taken the shelter over. This statement 
was incorrect. None of our party of 
four, consisting of two women and two 
small boys, stayed inside. We pitched 
and slept in mountain tents the same as 
you! I did not tell you that cooking had 
to be done with stoves. I invited you to 
share the fireplace in front of the 
shelter with us, since, as you know, 
open fires are not allowed scattered 
through the woods. Sunnyside Shelter 
is on private land. So far , the G.M.C. 
has a good relationship with the 
landlord. The Club wants to keep it that 
way. 

The water supply at Sunnyside is 
very inadequate. It consists of a small 
spring with slow run off. I still contend 
that no responsible party would camp 
in the area that drains directly into 
that type of water supply. My small 
grandson still remembers seeing soap 
suds in the spring! 

You are to be commended for the 
work you are doing with the boys. Your 
boys were exceptionally quiet and well 
organized. My apologies if I said 
anything that upset you. 

In my six years as trustee of the 
Green Mountain Club, I came to realize 
that one of our greatest problems on 
the trail was large groups traveling 
together. We don't have facilities to 
accommodate them. I know how much 
trips like this can mean to boys today 
and I congratulate you for what you 
are doing to help them. It is for boys 

like yours that we volunteer our time to 
keep the trails and shelters in g~od 
condition. Please help us by keeping 
your hiking groups small. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of 
Green Mountain Club suggestions for 
use of the trail by groups. I hope it will 
be helpful in planning future hikes. 

Sincerely, 
Eliza beth Weeks 

GMC AND USFS COOPERATE 
IN LT RELOCATIONS 

The U.S. Forest Service and the 
Green Mountain Club have signed a 
cooperative agreement to share the 
cost of construction of 15.9 miles of the 
Long-Appalachian Trail on the Green 
Mountain National Forest, according to 
a joint statement issued in May by L. 
Kent Mays, Jr., Forest Supervisor, and 
John W. Nuffort, then President of the 
GMC. 

Two sections of the trail were 
relocated by the Forest Service last fall 
to provide a better route to be located 
primarily on National Forest land. One 
of the new sections will extend from 
Vermont Rt. 9 in Woodford north to 
Glastenbury Mountain, and the other 
between Stratton Pond and Prospect 
Rock near Manchester. 

Under terms of the agreement, the 
Forest Service will pay the Club 80 
percent of the estimated $21,300 cost of 
construction. The Club's Long Trail 
Patrol, aided by members, primarily 
from the Bennington and Brattleboro, 
Vermont and Worcester, Massachu
setts sections, will do the actual tree 
felling and tread work involved in trail 
construction. They will also be digging 
waterbars and drainage ditches, and 
building steps and puncheon, which is 
a wet-area crossing constructed of 
split logs. 

The job is to be completed by 
December 1976. It is estimated that it 
will take between 250 and 350 
man-days to complete the total project 
(and see the Bennington Section 
progress report on its participation 
-Ed.). 

The GMC and USFS have had a 
cooperative agreement for the past 
eleven years providing for joint opera
tion and maintenance of the trail 
system. However, this new agreement 
represents the first time the two have 
shared in the cost of trail construction. 
Both Mays and Nuffort emphasized 
that the new construction will not 
detract from the trail's character as a 
"FootQath in ~he Wilderness." 

THE CON SID ERA TE HIKER ... 

... always uses an outhouse for toilet 
purposes when available; if not avail
able, digs a hole well away from water 
sources and buries feces and urine. 
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GMC Ranger Program Expands To Mt. Mansfield 
As reported in the May LTN, the 

state at that time was considering 
contracting with the Green Mountain 
Club for a ranger program not only on 
Camel's Hump, as in 1974, but also on 
Mt. Mansfield as well. Since then a 
formal agreement has been signed and 
five GMC-Forests and Parks Rangers 
have been on duty on the two 
mountains since mid-May. 

While the state is paying for part of 
the $4,500 program, most of the 
financial backing is coming from 
several other agencies and organiza
tions. They are the University of 
Vermont, the Mt. Mansfield Co., the 
Merchants National Bank of Burlington 
and the Burlington and New York 
Sections of the GMC plus the parent 
GMC itself. In view of sharply curtailed 
state funds, a full-scale ranger pro
gram would have been impossible 
without this generous outside support. 

As in previous years, the rangers' 
major responsibility on both mountains 
is protection of the fragile arctic-alpine 
eco-system above treeline by education 
of the hiking public through personal 
contact. In this regard Mt. Mansfield 
has its own special qualities compared 
to the Hump (see the February LTN for 
a report on the 1974 ranger program 
there). Visitors reach the top of 
Mansfield by any of several routes
various trails, the gondola lift and the 
toll road. To contact as many of them 
as possible, one ranger is at the summit 
station at the top of the toll road, 
another is stationed in the area of the 
Chin (the mountain's summit peak 
about a mile and a half away), and on 
weekends and other busy times a third 
patrols the summit ridge in between. 

A special wall exhibit at the summit 
station also helps in the educational 
mission. This includes handsome photo
graphs of different arctic-alpine plants 
with a written explanation of the 
fragility of the whole environment and 
what the visitor should do to help 
preserve it. The key message here is to 
hike only on established trails and not 
on the tundra mat itself. 

There are also regulations forbid
ding camping and campfires anywhere 
except at established sites. A regular 
duty of the rangers is to check the 
summit ridge and ask any hikers who 
may have established their own 
campsite to move. 

The Mansfield rangers have encoun
tered a new wrinkle in their protection 
efforts; that's the growing popularity of 
hang-gliding on (and off!) the mountain. 
A problem which threatened to mush
room has been amicably settled in 
conjunction with the University of 
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Ranger Peter Rohman, left, chats with a group of backpacking hikers outside the summit station on 
Mt. Mansfield. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 

Vermont, which owns the summit ridge 
area where the hang-gliding and 
related spectator activity had been a 
particular threat. 

The rangers also engage in lodge and 
trail maintenance, installation and 
maintenance of composting-outhouses, 
first-aid emergencies and a variety of 
other jobs. This year the rangers are 
working especially closely with the 
GMC's lodge caretakers to better 
coordinate the Club's overall effort. 

On Mt. Mansfield, Harry Peet, Peter 
Rohman and Lowell Nottingham are 
the rangers. Harry is also the volunteer 
director of the caretaker program. All 
have had direct experience as GMC 
caretakers and/or caretaker super
visors. 

On Camel's Hump, Mark and Betty 
Gatewood are the rangers. After a 
season as Jay Peak caretakers they 
worked at a nature center in Ohio and 
have extensive formal and informal 
experience in nature education. . . 

When this report appears, the h1kmg 
season will be in full tilt. All involved in 
this ranger program are confident that 
it provides both the Hump and 
Mansfield with the protection they 
need under the trying conditions of 

extensive use. 
LARRY VAN METER 
Ranger Supervisor 

Forest Forum 
GMC'ers will have an opportunity 

on Sept. 17 in Manchester to hear a 
firsthand report about the club's 
ranger and caretaker programs. 
The occasion is a so-called "Forest 
Forum," one of a series of informal 
gatherings arranged by a group of 
government and private foresters in 
Vermont. Featured speakers will be 
Larry Van Meter, supervising rang
er for the Mansfield-Camel's Hump 
program; Harry Peet, one of the 
Mansfield rangers and supervisor of 
the GMC's caretaker program; and 
Charles Johnson, naturalist with the 
Forests and Parks Dept. of the 
Vermont Agency of Environmental 
Conservation. The Forum program 
begins at 7:30 p.m. followin~ dinner 
at 6 p.m. At this writing the location 
had not been decided but it will be at 
some restaurant in the Manchester 
area. Contact Executive Secretary 
Gardiner Lane for details; he says 
GMC'ers are welcome to attend. 

Long Trail News 



Public Cooperates In Hump "Closing" 
A somewhat drastic, but apparently 

effective, action was carried out this 
spring on Camel's Hump to reduce 
,damage to trails and to rare arctic
alpine plants on the mountain. The 
Camel's Hump Commission, a commit
tee of local citizens which advises the 
state on matters relating to Camel's 
Hump State Park. requested that 
hikers stay off the mountain from May 
1 to (but not through) the Memorial Day 
weekend May 24-26. By all accounts, 
the hiking public responded in a very 
cooperative manner. 

The request, supported by both the 
GMC and the Vermont Agency of 
Environmental Conservation (AEC), 
was made because hikers' boots 
damage trails and plant growth much 
more severely during wet spring 
conditions than they do under drier 
summer and fall conditions. 

In spring, according to an AEC news 
release announcing the trails ''closing,'' 
"one footstep can do more irreparable 
damage than perhaps 50 do in the 
middle of summer when conditions are 
more stable." The release then ex
plained that during the spring a great 
deal of damage is done as the snow 
melts off the trails. The soft, muddy soil 
is easily loosened and torn up by 
hikers' boots, and is then washed off 
the trails by the meltwater. To make 
matters worse, frost constantly moving 
in and out of the soil makes it still more 
sloppy and easily damaged, especially 
near the summit where the tempera
ture is usually at least ten degrees 
colder than it is in Burlington and 
where freezing temperatures occur 

NOTICE 
THE TRAILS ARE WET AND 

PARTICULARLY SUSCEPTIBLE 

TO DAMAGE AT THIS TIME OF 

YEAR. PLEASE CONSIDER POST-

PONING YOUR HIKE TO A LATER 

DATE. 

THANK YOU 

STATE OF VERMONT 

DEPARTMENT OF FORP.S'n, P~ AND RECJU'.ATIOH 

This is onl;l of the low-key signs posted at Camel's 
Hump trailheads early this spring to dissuade 
hikers from climbing the mountain. 
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well into June. In addition, the 
irreplaceable arctic-alpine plants are 
at their most delicate stage as they put 
out new growth. Just as household 
plants must be handled very carefully 
when sprouting or putting out new 
growth, arctic-alpine plants damaged 
in the spring may never recover. 

In addition to the news release 
(which actually didn't reach the media 
until mid-May), signs were posted on 
the various Hump trails asking hikers 
not to make their trips at that time. And 
GMC-State Ranger Larry Van Meter 
was posted at the Monroe Farm ranger 
cabin for at least the last week of the 
hiking ban request period. He ex
plained the non-hiking request to those 
who did appear and later reported that 
"all but a couple agreed to postpone 
their hikes ." 

According to hiker traffic statist)cs 
which he compiled, 65 people showed 
up at the Monroe Farm on Saturday. 
May 17, but on,ly five actually hiked the 
mountain. On May 18, 30 people 
appeared and none hiked. For the 
balance of that week almost no hikers 
at all appeared. 

On that first day Van Meter himself 
was actually away attending an 
orientation meeting in Stowe for the 
GMC's summer rangers and caretak
ers. Filling in for him were three 
Burlington Section volunteers, Jack 
Harrington and Bradford and Alverta 
Perkins. The latter subsequently de
scribed the day's experience as 
"inspiring" because of the favorable 
public response. 

In a letter to the GMC's executive 
secretary, Gardiner Lane (who is also 
secretary of the Camel's Hump Com
mission], Al said that "We were 
impressed with the concern shown for 
the mountain by the hiking public. 
Although they naturally expressed 
some disappointment that their hike 
had to be postponed (there were also 
some negative comments about the lack 
of sufficient publicity), they were 
nevertheless very receptive to educa
tion about the ecology of the mountain. 
They also demonstrated a responsibili
ty for the preservation of the mountain. 
Two groups, in fact, thanked us for 
being at the foot of the mountain to 
inform people of the need to abstain 
from hiking on the mountain at this 
time." 

And in his report, Larry Van Meter 
concluded that "A standard mud 
season trail closure can probably be 
implemented each year with little 
difficulty, although a low elevation loop 
trail providing a view of the summit 
would help by giving people at least 
some place to hike." 

USFS ISSUING USE PERMITS 
FOR TWO WILDERNESS AREAS 

A permit system for hiking, camping 
and other use of the Lye Brook and 
Bristol Cliffs Wilderness Areas of the 
Green Mountain National Forest has 
been established by the U.S. Forest 
Service with the GMC helping in 
administration of the system. 

According to L.Kent Mays, Jr .. Forest 
Supervisor, the free permits will be 
used to gather information about 
public use in the two newly-designated 
wilderness areas . ''The pel'mits will 
identify entry points, trails and sites 
that are receiving heavy recreation use 
and may need further management," 
Mays said. 

The Lye Brook Wilderness, located 
southeast of Manchester, is already 
popular with hikers who pass through 
it on the Long-Appalachian Trail 
system. The Bristol Cliffs Wilderness, 
located south of Bristol, has no 
developed trails. However, the permit 
system will enable the Forest Service to 
determine the amount and types of 
uses which are occurring. 

A permit is now required for entry to 
National Forest land in both wilder
nesses. The permit must be in the 
visitor's possession in the area. It 
serves as both an entry permit and a 
fire permit for the duration of the visit. 

Permits may be obtained by mail or 
in person from the U.S. Forest Service 
at the Forest Supervisor's office, 
Federal Building, Rutland, Vermont 
05701, and from the District offices in 
Manchester Center 05255, in Middle
bury 05753, and in Rochester 05767, 
and from the Hector Land Use Area at 
the Rural-Urban Center in Montour 
Falls, N.Y. 14865. 

Hikers passing through Lye Brook on 
the Long-Appalachian Trail may obtain 
a permit from the caretaker at Bourn 
Pond. Other shelter caretakers issuing 
wilderness permits are at Stratton 
Pond and at the summit of Bromley 
Mountain. Permits may also be ob
tained from GMC headquarters in 
Rutland. 

Permits are issued for a maximum 
duration of 14 days between May 15 
and September 30, and 21 days the rest 
of the year. This maximum length of 
stay corresponds to the length of stay 
limit on the rest of the Green Mountain 
National Forest. 

Supervisor Mays noted that the use 
of motorized vehicles or mechanical 
equipment is no longer permitted on 
National Forest land within the two 
wildernesses. Forest Service officers 
will be patrolling the area to enforce 
the permit system. 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
... does not litter, does not litter, does 
not litter. 
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The Annual Meeting: Reports, Elections And a Giant Pancake 
Achievement of a tax-exempt status 

for the Green Mountain Club and 
efforts to enlarge its membership are 
among the goals of the GMC's new 
president, Ralph E. Bryant of Framing
ham, Mass. [and see his report 
elsewhere). 

Bryant and other officers and 
trustees were chosen by the GMC 
membership at its annual meeting May 
24 in Waterbury. The meeting also saw 
the presentation of key reports on the 
caretaker program for the Long Trail 
system and on a special ranger 
program on Camel's Hump and Mt. 
Mansfield. 

Commenting on the uniqueness of the 
latter program, Joseph Sposta of the 
U.S. Forest Service said, "I have never 
seen a situation quite like it, and I've 
been all over the country. Federal and 
state agencies, and a private organiza
tion, are all working well together 
toward a common goal." 

Under the combined program the 
GMC places five rangers on the two 
mountains and 21 caretakers on the 
Long Trail from late May through mid
October. The state and the Green 
Mountain Club fund and operate the 
programs. In addition, six ski areas this 
year helped to support the programs 
financially. 

"They-the caretakers and rangers 
-teach much by imparting their own 
concern for the environment," said 
Harry Peet. caretaker supervisor, in 
his report. High altitude zones in 
particular have a fragile ecosystem, 
one that most hikers, once aware, are 

Among those attending the annual meeting was 
former GMC President Shirley Strong. 
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eager to protect, he said. 
The effectiveness of the ranger 

program led to its expansion this year 
to include Mt. Mansfield as well as 
Camel's Hump. These two areas had a 
combined use of almost 74,000 people 
last year. 

Among others reporting were: Newell 
Briggs, Treasurer; George Pearlstein, 
General Chairman, Trails and Shelters 

TRAILS ON TRIAL 

George Pearlstein, General Chair
man of the Trails and Shelters 
Committee, had the following pun
gent words about the critical need 
for erosion control and other more 
substantive trail improvement work 
on the Long Trail system: 

"Trail maintenance is a lot more 
than paint-blazing and clearing 
deadfalls. Even if we didn't do that 
for the next few years, it would have 
no major effect. But if we don't put 
in a lot more waterbars very soon 
we aren't going to have any trail-it 
will all be washed away!" 

Committee; Ira Ellis, Chairman, End-to
End Committee; Lester Vielle, Chair
man, 1975 Intersectional Committee; 
Marion Holmes, Chairman, Member
ship Committee; A.C. [Fred) Gilbert, 
3rd, Chairman, Special Projects Com
mittee; and representatives of some of 
the individual Sections. 

One other key business matter was 
GMC members' adoption of two new 
proposed by-laws: one increases the 
number of At-Large Trustees from five 
to six and the other-of particular 
significance-establishes that "Only 
Members-At-Large shall vote for Trust
ees to represent Members-At-Large" 
(and see box). 

Other officers elected by the board 
of trustees at its subsequent organiza
tional meeting were: vice president, 
Joseph Frank of Burlington; clerk, 
Coralie Magoon of Colchester; treasur
er, Granget Kammerer of Hempstead, 
N.Y.; auditor, Ronald Nemcosky of 
Burlington; corresponding secretary, 
Minerva Hinchey of Rutland; and 
executive secretary, Gardiner Lane of 
Bolton. 

The annual meeting itself was held 
at the Wesley United Methodist Church 
in Waterbury village. Ladies of the 
church put on the lunch and supper. 
Following the latter, the all-day session 
Saturday closed out with a talk and 
slide show by Steven Young of the 
Center for Northern Studies in Wolcott. 

Base camp for overnighters was 
Nichols Lodge in Stowe. That was the 
scene Sunday morning for the Connect
icut Section's traditional breakfast. 

The rich and rewarding gustatorial 
affair included George Bragdon's an
nual special flip. He didn't flip but a 
20-inch pancake did. It was successful
ly lofted by George from a frying pan of 
that size made flippable with a special 
4-foot handle. 

The Montpelier Section hosted the 
annual meeting and one of its members, 
Sally Sairs, was chairman of the 
Annual Meeting Committee. The Sec
tion had several hikes plus some 
canoeing on the Waterbury Reservoir 
scheduled for Sunday but we don't 
have details on the outcome. 

Total registration was 101-one 
person less than the 1974 meeting. But 
a lot of people either went hungry or 
left early as there were only 64 at 
lunch and 55 at supper. During the 
meeting Sally commented that prepar
ers of the meals had to know the 
number expected to attend but getting 
GMC'ers to send in advance reserva
tions was a real problem. She thought a 
bring-your-ow.n bag lunch might be a 
better answer but others. having just 
savored the church ladies' turkey 
casserole, expressed opposition to that 
idea. 

BY-LAW ALMOST BUSTED 

Hans Fritsch's successful effort to 
get a by-laws change providing for 
only At-Large Members to elect 
At-Large Trustees almost went 
down the drain on its first applica
tion. But not quite. Immediately 
following adoption of the Fritsch
sponsored by-law, it was time for 
election of several officers plus two 
At-Large Trustees. Dorothy Knight, 
Chairman of the Nominating Com
mittee, presented the committee's 
complete slate, including Lawrence 
Van Meter of Durham N.H. and 
Harry Peet of East Hartford, Conn. 
as nominees for the At-Large 
Trustees. There being no further 
nominations from the floor, Presi
dent John Nuffort promptly asked for 
a motion from the full assembly to 
have the Clerk cast one ballot for all 
the nominees. At that point, how
ever, came a distinct "Harummpphh! 
Harummpphh!" from one side of the 
hall. It was Hans Fritsch wondering, 
in so many words, what had 
happened to the by-law just ap
proved. After first asking rhetorical
ly "What are grounds for impeach
ment'?," Nuffort set in motion steps 
by which only the At-Large Members 
present voted on Van Meter and 
Peet. They were duly-and legally
elected. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

In this, my first message to you all, I 
want to convey all our thanks to John 
Nuffort, Past President. During his 
Administration the GMC prospered, 
grew stronger and we owe him our 
thanks. 

Now we start a new Administration. 
One realizes that the future is in all our 
hands. I am mindful of the fact that we 
are part of an organization that is 
moving ahead and has accepted many 
responsibilities and with them we find 
that we must support those responsibil
ities with our time. thoughts and 
financial support. We must set goals 
and here are some thoughts to be 
considered: 

1. Gain Tax Exempt Status. Much of 
this work has been done and we hope 
we can achieve this during the current 
year. 

2. Strengthen relations between the 
Main Club and the Sections. The real 
strength of the Green Mountain Club 
has been the participation of the 
Sections in maintaining the Long Trail 
with the help of the Patrol. The 
Sections should not be merely social 
organizations. Let us go forward and 
grow in this area. 

3. Let us publish our History late this 
year if at all possible. 

4. We need new members. There are 
roughly 3,500 of us and there are over 
50,000 people using our Trails. Let us 
gain some of those 50,000 hikers as 
members. 

5. Maintain support of our paid 
Caretakers and Rangers. There are 26 
caretakers in the heavily used Shelter 
areas and we have rangers on Camel's 
Hump and Mount Mansfield. 

These are a few of the goals. We 
have had excellent relations with the 
State of Vermont and the Federal 
Government through their Forests and 
Parks Departments. The report of 
Governor Thomas P. Salmon April 25, 
1975 to Secretary Rogers Morton of the 
U.S Department of the Interior subject 
The Long Trail is really fine. We hope 
that you will all have a chance to see it. 

Thus ends my first message to you. 
Communications and Cooperation will 
be my aim. Let me hear from you. 

RALPH E. BRYANT, President 

GMC MEMBERSHIP COUNT IS DOWN 
Despite what, over the last few 

years, has supposedly been more 
publicity about the Green Mountain 
Club and greater efforts to secure new 
members, the GMC membership actual
ly took a small dip between 197 4 and 
1975. 

That's a basic finding of the annual 
membership report prepared by Mari
on Holmes, Chairman of the GMC's 
Membership Committee, and presented 
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Recognition Corner 

Ralph Bryant, left, prese.nts the Green Mountain Club's retiring president, John Nuffort, with a 
special infra-red photograph of the earth taken from 500 miles in space. Besides much of 
Vermont, the photo includes portions of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and New York. In 
making the presentation, Ralph noted that "with proper magnification, you can see John Nuffort 
with pack on his back standing on top of Killington Mountain!" (Photo by Hans Fritsch) 

The following is the major portion of a letter which incoming GMC 
President Ralph E. Bryant wrote to the man he succeeded, John W. Nuffort, 
and which Ralph read aloud at the club's annual meeting, May 24, as part of a 
ceremony of appreciation to John: 

"Your Term as President of the GMC is rapidly winding down. As an 
individual I want to thank you so very much for your really giant efforts on 
behalf of the GMC from the time you joined in 1940, I believe, to this date. You 
have served on so many committees and have performed in such a wonderful 
manner. 

"I am sure no President has tried to communicate to all parties in such an 
exemplary manner. Your gracious and witty manner in presiding over the 
many meetings you have conducted has been outstanding. Your love of the 
mountains of Vermont and your love of the GMC has been so apparent to all of 
us.'' 

at the annual meeting. Total member
ship as of May 1 was 3,625 (included is 
an estimated figure for one of the 
Sections). This compares to 3,676 for 
last year, or a drop of about 50. 

The 1975 total consists of 1,407 
Section Members (a drop of 139 from 
1,546) and 2,218 At-Large Members (an 
increase of 88 from 2,130). The 
At-Large Membership includes 124 Life 
Members (an increase of four) and 21 
Organizational Memberships (a drop of 
two). 

Also of particular interest is the 
pattern of Section Membership changes 
over the last five years as indicated by 
Marion's breakdown. The membership 
of most Sections increased between 

1971 and 1972 or 1973 but then, for 
whatever reasons, has declined since 
that time. Sharpest drops in percentage 
terms are those of Brattleboro (31 to 
20), Burlington (628 to 335), Montpelier 
(74 to 42) and Sterling (78 to 41). 
Connecticut Section took a comparable 
plunge between 1972 and 1974 (94 to 
30) but has rebuilt membership to 71 
this year. The 88 members of the new 
Jay Section in 1974 dropped to 58 in 
1975. No Section has shown a steady 
increase since 1971. 

A copy of the membership report 
may be obtained from Marion at 54 
High St., Middleburv, Vt. 05753. 

BOB HAGERMAN, Editor 
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GMC OFFICERS & TRUSTEES 1975-76 

President: Ralph E. Bryant 
Vice President: Joseph E. Frank 
Clerk: Coralie Magoon, RFD, Colches

ter, Vt. 05446 
Treasurer: Granget Kammerer, 43 

Parsons Dr., Hempstead, N.Y.11550 
Executive Secretary: Gardiner Lane, 

Bolton Valley, Vt. 05477 
Corresponding Secretary: Minerva 

Hinchey, Box 94, Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Auditor: Ronald A. Nemcosky, 148 

Spear St., South Burlington, Vt. 
05401 

TRUSTEES 

To June 1976 
Ralph E. Bryant, 40 Nixon Rd., 

Framingham, Mass. 01701 (At Large) 
Ira T. Ellis, Jr., 249 Coachlight Square, 

Montrose, N.Y. 10548 (New York) 
Charles B. Gulick, 3rd, RFD 1, 

Springfield, Vt. 05735 (Killington) 
Arthur Heitmann, Agency of Environ

mental Conservation, Montpelier, Vt. 
05602 

Marion Holmes, 54 High St., Middle
bury, Vt. 05753 (Burlington) 

Edward W. Arnold, 16 Woodside 
Circle, Simsbury, Conn. 06070 (Con
necticut) 

George Pearlstein, Box 115, West 
Pawlet, Vt. 05771 (At Large) 

Sally Sairs, 22 Vine St., Montpelier, Vt. 
05602 (Montpelier) 

Robert E. Vickstrom, 30 Knowles St., 
Auburn, Mass. 01501 (Worcester) 

To June 1977 
Newell Briggs, 8 West Hillcrest Rd., 

Essex Junction, Vt. 05452 (Burlington) 
Richard E. Church, 66 Elmwood St., 

Millbury, Mass. 01527 (Worcester) 
Francis John Romeo, 39 Wyoming St., 

Commack, N.Y.11725 (New York) 
Kent H. Strobel, RD 1, Box 22, Johnson, 

Vt. 05656 (Sterling) 
Perry Tooker, 7400 Sherbrooke St. W., 

Apt. 218, Montreal, P.Q., Canada (At 
Large) 

Joseph Sposta, U.S. Forest Service, 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Judith R. Butterfield, 146 Maple St., 
Apt. 2, Rutland, Vt. 05701 (Killington) 

Michael Murphy, Newport Center, Vt. 
05857 (Jay) 

A.G. Gilbert, 3rd, RD #1, Box 125, 
Warren, Vt. 05674 (At Large) 

Betsy Paulsen, 319 Weeks St., Benning
ton, Vt. 05201 (Bennington) 

To June 1978 
Joseph E. Frank, 31 Bilodeau Parkway, 

Burlington, Vt. 05401 (Burlington) 
William MacArthur, 47 Spring St., 

Williamstown, Mass. 01267 (Pioneer 
Valley) 

James Guida, Battenkill Road, Arling
ton, Vt. 05250 (Bennington) 

Donald M. Wallace, c/o Mech. Eng. 
Dept., Norwich University, North-
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field, Vt. 05663 (New York) 
Harry Peet, 107 Heron Road, East 

Hartford, Conn. 06118 (At Large) 
Lawrence Van Meter, Box 521, Water

bury, Vt. 05676 (At Large) 
Note: Brattleboro Section has one 

trustee on the GMC board but 
currently has a vacancy. 

Honorary Trustee 
Roy 0. Buchanan, 23 Hillcrest Rd., 

Burlington, Vt. 05401 

GMC COMMITTEES, 1975-76 
Executive Advisory Council 
Ralph E. Bryant, President 
Joseph E. Frank, Vice President 
Coralie Magoon, Clerk 
Granget Kammerer, Treasurer 
Gardiner Lane, Executive Secretary 
George Pearlstein, Trustee 
Ron Nemcosky, Auditor 
Dorothy Knight 
John Nuffort, Past President 

End-to-End 
Ira T. Ellis, Chairman 
Sally Sairs 
Judith R. Butterfield 

Budget and Finance 
Chairman to be announced 
Ron Nemcosky 
Newell Briggs 
Perry Tooker 
Granget Kammerer 

Nominating Committee 
Madeline Miles, Chairwoman 
Joe Frank 
Marion Holmes 

Long Range Planning 
Joseph Frank, Chairman 
William Tennett 
Madeline Miles 
Deborah Barlow 

Public Information 
Gardiner Lane, Chairman 
Bob Hagerman, Editor, Long Trail 

News 
Ellen Reiss 
George Plumb 
Sally S. Spear 
Deborah Barlow 
Hans Fritsch, Photographer 

Group Services 
Charles Gulick 3rd, Chairman 
Ronald Dean 
Harry Peet 
Larry Van Meter 

Caretakers 
Dr. Richard Church, Chairman 
Harry Peet 
Larry Van Meter 
James Guida 

Office Committee 
Dorothy Knight, Chairwoman 

Minerva Hinchey 
Larry Van Meter 
Harry Peet 

Membership 
Marion Holmes, Chairwoman 
Elizabeth Paulsen 
Hazel Bullock 
Minerva Hinchey 

Guide Book 
George Pearlstein, Chairman 
Roy Buchanan 
Ben Rolston 
William MacArthur 
Donald Wallace 

Trails and Shelters 
George Pearlstein, Chairman 
Arthur Heitmann 
Joe Sposta 
Kent Strobel 
Fred Gilbert, Special Projects 
William MacArthur 
David Hapgood, Bennington Section 
Frank Dearborn, Brattleboro Section 
John Harrington, Burlington Section 
Ralph Gibbs, Burlington Section 
Peter Dabbs, Connecticut Section 
Charles Gardyne, Jay Section 
Sherwin Start, Killington Section 
Paul Howard, Killington Section 
Andrew Nuquist, Montpelier Section 
Ira T. Ellis, New York Section 
David Ledger, Pioneer Valley Section 
Brent Taillon, Sterling Section 
Robert Heck, Worcester Section 

By-Laws 
John Rohrbaugh, Chairman 
Joseph E. Frank 
Edwin H. Amidon 

Legal, Insurance, Endowment & Trust 
Funds 

Joseph E. Frank, Chairman 
Ron Nemcosky 
Newell Briggs 
Clifford R. Thatcher 
F. John Romeo 
Fred Gilbert 

1975 lntersectional 
Barbara & Lester Vielle, Chairmen 
Betty Church 
Dr. Richard Church 
Wilbur Weston (1973) 
Dorothy Knight (1974) 

Addresses of committee chairmen 
which do not appear elsewhere: 

Madeline Miles, 22 Summit St., 
Burlington, Vt. 05401 

Dorothy Knight, 152 Lucerne Road, 
Springfield, Mass. 01119 

John Rohrbaugh, 8344 Lefferts Blvd., 
Kew Gardens, N.Y. 11415 

Also, Past President, J'Ohn W. 
Nuffort, 453 Victor Way, Wyckoff, N.J. 
07481 
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Burlington Section Adopts "Adopt-A-Trail" 
By Alverta Perkins 

The "Adopt-a-Trail" Program of the 
Burlington Section continues to ~ove 
ahead, picking up sponsors for vari~us 
of the 22 side trails which the sect10n 
maintains in addition to the Long Trail 
itself. Basic idea of the program is to 
spread out responsibility for trail 
upkeep among individual section mem
bers. 

The idea was first hatched about ten 
years ago by Jack Harrington and Joe 
Frank who were then co-chairmen of 
the Tr~ils Committee. But they couldn't 
generate enough enthusiasm among 
section members at that time and the 
idea just died. Then at a trustees' 
meeting about a year ago, Jack 
Harrington and Bill Tennett. the 
present Trails Committeemen, together 
with Joe Frank, revived the "Adopt-a
Trail" idea. After working out details, 
they announced the plan and asked for 
sponsors at the section's semi-annual 
membership meeting in 1974 and again 
at the annual meeting early this year. 

The response was not exactly 
overwhelming but sponsors did begin 
to volunteer-slowly! Word was spread 
via Ridge Lines, the section's newslet
ter, and the Long Trail News. More 
members have responded and there 
are now individual and group sponsors 
for ten trails. 

Responsibilities of the Trail Sponsors 
include minor waterbar repairs, light 
brushing, repainting of blazes, litter 
pick-up, and general checks of trail 
conditions. When one or more persons 
indicate a willingness to adopt a trail, 
they are instructed about these duties. 
They are requested to check their trail 
in the spring, middle of the summer and 
end of the season. Checks may be done 
more often if needed for some reason 
such as heavy hiker traffic. Very 
important are the reports to be made to 
the Trails Committee so that it is kept 
informed of conditions and needs. The 
committee welcomes and considers 
Trail Sponsors' recommendations for 
major work and trail reroutings. 

The Trails Committee handles the 
major trailwork needs. These include 
large blowdowns, bridge repairs .or 
rebuilding, major waterbar repairs 
and trail reroutings. The committee is 
very enthused about the "Adopt-a
Trail" Program and is convinced that 
the trails which have sponsors are 
receiving more than adequate cover
age. Because committee members had 
to spend so much time in the past 
covering the individual tra ils for 
general observation [or had to depend 
on isolated reports). they were unable 
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to spend as much time on the big jobs 
as they would have liked. In sum, they 
feel the program is a good, workable 
one and are very anxious to secure 
sponsors for the remaining trails. 

What about the sponsors and their 
efforts? A new sign at the junction of 
the Cantilever Rock and Sunset Ridge 
Trails is one thing that has been done 
by an individual sponsor. The sign was 

... Pirk Pirkanen received several 
phone calls last fall that Cantilever 
Rock had fallen. He called the Trails 
Committee and Jack Harrington 
launched an immediate investiga
tion. The 75-ton rock was found to be 
still wedged to its cliff on the side of 
Mt. Mansfield. It seems pranksters 
have fun with this report annually. 

painted and placed by Dot Myer, who 
with Carlene Whitcomb has adopted 
the latter trail. Hikers were frequently 
making a wrong turn at this junction, a 
situation which the new, neatly made 
sign has corrected. 

Madeline Miles, Corky Magoon and 
Marion Holmes have done some brush
ing on their trail, the Hell Brook. 
However, they lament that they always 
start at the bottom and never make it 
all the way to the top; consequently the 
top never gets done. This year they are 

determined to start at the top and work 
toward the bottom! 

Newell and Ruth Briggs and family 
have done general housekeeping on 
their trail, the Lake Mansfield. They 
have also cleaned one waterbar. They 
have reported blow-downs and the 
need of extensive work in the Pot Hole 
area. 

The Women of UVM Hiking Group 
(University faculty wives) has adopted 
the Nebraska Notch Trail. Under the 
leadership of Shirley Sargent . an~ 
Barbara Wilson they have enthusiasti
cally plunged into caring for "their" 
trail. mong other things they have 
moved a good-sized tree from the 
trail-all in one piece. They found that 
with eight of them lifting they could 
move the tree and they did! They have 
also made eight new trail signs and 
have placed them. . 

Others who have adopted trails are: 
Ron Whipkey. Rock Gar~en Trail; ,Vic 
Mertrud, Bear Pond Trail: Al Perkms. 
Cantilever Rock Trail; Cathy and Joe 
Frank, Maple Ridge and Frost Trails; 
and Jean and Jack Lance, Butler Lodge 
Trail. 

Although member response has been 
slow, the people who hav_e adopted 
trails are enthused about it. Most of 
them feel they have not done enough 
for "their" trail. While required to do 

Carlene Whitcomb, left, and Jean Lance, both "foster parents" in the Burlington Section's 
"Adopt-A-Trail" program, put rocks in place for a walkway through a muddy stretch of trail. (Photo 
by Alverta Perkins) 
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only light maintenance work, sponsors 
sometimes feel they also wish to be 
involved in the heavier work. Some of 
their comments are: "Happy to be 
doing my share," "Feel responsible," 
"Like being a den mother," "Have a 
sense of ownership," and "Feel very 
motherly; the trail is my baby." 

Active recruitment has not been 
done at this time. But Jack, Bill and Joe 
feel that the program is so helpful and 
important that they plan a more active 
selling attempt by contacting individual 
section members. Trails which still 
need sponsors are : Haselton, Laura 
Cowles , Wa mpa hoofus , Profanity, 
Clara Bow, Halfway House, Hellbrook 
Cutoff. Wallace Cutoff, Forehead By
pass, Cliff, Story and Adam's Apple. 

NEW YORK SECTION 
Or, There's A Lot More Than The LT 
A very important part of the New 

York Section's activities consists of 
ma inta ining local t rails in our area. We 
a re responsible for 27 miles of the 
Appalachian Trail in Harriman Park, 
25 miles of the AT in the Kittatinnies 
and over 20 miles of other local trails in 
the Park. 

We blaze and clear trail twice in the 
spring and twice in the fall. In addition 
an overnight camping and trail clearing 
is scheduled when working in the 
Kitt a tinnies. 

Our able chairman Jack Coriell 
started working and maintaining a 
section of the AT in the Kittatinnies 
with his family a good many years ago. 
He did such a fine job that the club 
asked him to head that committee in 
1968. He has supplied a seemingly 
casual. unobtrusive leadership for this 
very important group. 

An outstanding contribution has 
been the very neat precise marking 
system Jack has .devised for blazing 
trees. He designed a foam pad cut to 
the exact size and shape of the blaze, 
mounted it on a wooden base with a 
hand grip. The foam pad is dipped 
lightly into the paint and pressed onto 
the tree or rock. The result is a very 
professional-looking marker. We would 
like to see more like it. 

In addition to our group trail-clearing 
activities we also have a few individu
als who are responsible for small 
stretches of trail the year 'round. They 
are known as Trail Watchers, whose 
job it is to let the committee know if an 
area needs special attention such as 
rebuilding a bridge, or removing large 
blowdowns. They paint their own 
blazes. You are sure to find them on the 
job most any Sunday. 

The Local Trails Committee is the 
key group to annual Shelter Cleanup 
day in Harriman Park, the third 
Sunday in April. Of course all members 
are invited to participate in the event .. 
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The result is several truckloads of junk 
which are put into plastic bags, carried 
to a roadway and then removed by 
Park officials. 

We are doing our part to keep our 
world clean. 

JULIANNA S. IRELAN, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

In addition to regular hiking, canoe
ing and bicycling activities, the Mont
pelier Section is in the process of 
relocating several small sections of 
trail in the Sterling Pond area to higher 
ground. We'll also be doing some 
intensive work on other parts of our 
stretch of the LT system. This will 
include placement of waterbars, con
struction of stone steps and the 
brii;lging of some mucky spots. We 
expect to do this later in the summer in 
cooperation with the caretaker at 
Sterling Pond Shelter, Jonathan Sairs. 

SALLY SAIRS, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

As of May 1 our membership count 
was 101, a little behind last year. 

We thought our May Work Party 
would be "snowed and iced under" but 
that disappeared in time to get things 
done. A brushing of the trail is 
scheduled for July. The new picnic 
table is now at Seth Warner Shelter 
and a grate for the fireplace has been 
installed. The Congdon Camp outhouse 
was moved. 

Our new Activities Chairman, Doug
las James, 936 Granville Road, West
field, Mass. 01085, is trying to get hike 
leaders so that we may hike the whole 
AT, and portions of the Metacomet 
Trail, in Massachusetts this year. The 
latter starts at the trap rock range 
near Meriden, Conn. and ends atop Mt. 
Monadnock in souther!). New Hamp
shire. Volunteer leaders please notify 
Doug. With the Intersectional in this 
area in August we might just do it all. 

This reporter was hostess to a small 
group of Pioneer Valley Section mem
bers June 7 and 8 at headquarters of 
the Berkshire Chapter, Appalachian 
Mountain Club, atop an unnamed 
mountain in Russell, Mass. This is 
located on over 300 acres of woodland 
and open fields with many trails. The 
old farmhouse was built in 1831. On a 
clear day views extend to over 20 
miles, overlooking Springfield and the 
Wilbraham Mountains. 

At best count, only five PVS members 
attended the very interesting GMC 
Annual Meeting in Waterbury May 24. 
The next day, either at the Nichols 
Campground while this reporter's car 
was unlocked for a few minutes, or 
while parked near Bolton Lodge for 
hike to Jonesville, the car was entered. 
Sleeping bag, camera, radio, compass, 
auto record book and first-aid kit have 

been missing since. The trunk was not 
disturbed. 

DOROTHY B. KNIGHT, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

The section started out the warm 
weather season with an outing of a 
different sort-not much hiking (only 
about 400 yards!) but plenty of 
interesting information. Providing the 
latter wa s Larry Garland, game 
biologist with the Vermont Fish and 
Game Department. He led us a short 
way into a deer wintering area near 
the Long Trail in Johnson and in the 
process told us a lot about deer habits 
and habitat, particularly those relating 
to winter. That led to a description of 
the F & G Department's deer manage
ment program. 

BOB HAGERMAN, Reporter 

BENNINGTON SECTION 

The section had a number of hikes 
during the spring, mostly well attended. 
We also had some work parties but 
most important: we started to cut the 
new stretch of Long Trail north of 
Vermont Rt. 9 in Woodford (and east of 
Bennington). George Pearlstein, GMC 
Trails and Shelters Chairman, and 
eight members of the Long Trail Patrol 
came to help and show us how to 
proceed. As of July 1 the trail was cut 
from the north bank of the City Stream, 
down to a little side stream, which was 
crossed by puncheons, then up hill 
about a quarter of a mile in all. The 
bridge over City Stream will be built by 
the U.S. Forest Service . Our goal is to 
cut the trail all the way to Glastenbury 
Mt. by the end of this year (and see 
report elsewhere on this major trail 
reloca tion-Ed.) . 

JUANITA BENKENDORFER 
Reporter 

KILLINGTON SECTION 
Or, An Interesting Encounter 

On The Trail 
One of the fringe benefits of working 

on the trail is the interesting people you 
meet. On June 30 I met a young man 
named Jim Stoltz who is hiking across 
the country from the easternmost point 
in the United States, West Quoddy 
Head. Maine , to the westernmost point. 
Cape Ala va , on Washington 's Olympic 
Peninsula . He had been on the trail for 
two months, yet looked fresh, neat and 
relaxed. 

Jim told me that he uses a compass 
and topo maps; he hikes along 
convenient trails and wood roads, and 
when he runs out of these, he 
bushwhacks. When I saw him he was 
on the Appalachian Trail between 
Gifford Woods and where the Long 
Trail and Appalachian Trail meet at 
Sherburne Pass. His plan was to follow 
the Long Trail until Clarendon Gorge, 
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then head west toward the Adiron
dacks. Part of the way across the 
continent, which he hopes to do in 18 
months, in all seasons, will be in 
Canada, and he will use the trail 
systems in the National Parks as much 
as possible. 

Jim comes from Royal Oak, Michigan. 
He has provided his dad with a huge 
map of the area he plans to cover, and 
sends home postcards from the towns 
he goes through. 

When I asked him about how he 
would manage finances during his 18 
months' hike, he said he hoped to be 
able to write some articles for such 
magazines as Backpacking. I told him I 
would be watching for an account of 
his trip in the National Geographic. 
That wouldn't surprise me at all. 

Jim is not a novice hiker; last year he 
did the Appalachian Trail from Georgia 
to Katahdin. He has not hiked in the 
Western mountains, however, and is 
really looking forward to this. As 
winter approaches, he will pick up cold 
weather gear when he needs it. 

While I was talking to him I kept an 
eye on my dog [who was along to help 
me clea r trail), as she bad growled 
when she saw him corning. Jim said 
that meeting strange dogs was one .of 
the greatest hazards of hiking. and that 
last year on the AT he had had to fend 
off farm dogs with his rugged hiking 
stick. During this past winter, when he 
lived with his brother who owns three 
dogs, he became better acquainted 
with the species, and has decided that 
perhaps he likes them after all. 

Whi le we were standing there 
talking, along came two more young 
men, headed for Katabdin. They had 
left Geor gia on the fi r st day of 
February. So, you can see how 
fascinating it is to get out on the trail 
with saw and pruning shears. One 
meets such interesting people ... 

FRANCES H. ROBERTS, Reporter 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION 
Or, Notes on the 

William Douglas Shelter 
On the weekend of May 16-18 eight 

or nine section members went to the 
William Douglas Shelter, formerly the 
Swezey Shelter. They cleared trail 
from Vermont Rt. 30-11 to Bourn Pond. 
For over 20 years this group has been 
doing this chore on a volunteer basis. 
Almost all members of the section 
helped build Swezey Shelter in 1954-55. 
It has been renamed the William 
Douglas Shelter in honor of the man 
who directed its construction. The 
name change occurred when the 
Brattleboro Section was asked to 
relinquish any claim to the shelter at 
the time the U.S. Forest Service took 
over this area. 

LOUISE DUNKLEE, Reporter 

August, 1975 

MORE REACTION ON 
NORTH COUNTRY TRAIL 

To the Editor: 
I dissent from the resolution on the 

proposed North Country Trail, as 
passed by the Green Mountain Club 
trustees [at their meeting Sept. 28, 1974 
trustees voted to oppose the proposed 
trail, at least in Vermont; see LTNews, 
February, 1975-Ed.]. 

The resolution smacks of elitism, of 
an attempt to maintain a monopoly on 
hiking in Vermont, and of attempts to 
restrict hiking to a few. Other 
organizations, such as the Bruce Trail 
Association in Canada and organiza
tions mentioned in the Bruce Trail 
News, support expansion of hiking trail 
networks on the North American 
continent. 

I believe more trails for non
motorized movement of people, for 
pleasure or to get from one place to 
another, are desirable. Bicycling falls 
in this category in my mind. If the 
demand on existing trails is heavy, we 
should encourage others to build and 
support more trails. Reducing traffic 
on trails by licensing hiking seems to be 
the other possibility, and this has many 
undesirable aspects. 

DONALDS. GROLL 
Shoreham, Vt. 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
... where forest growth is adequate, 
cuts only down or standing dead wood 
for firewood and doesn't mind going 
the extra distance to get it. 

HISTORY COMMITTEE REPORT 
The History Committee wishes to 

report progress. We have been given 
funds in the 1975 budget for the pur
pose of hiring a typist-editor for 
the History of the Green Mountain 
Club. We have chosen Debbie Barlow 
of Montpelier to do this work. She has 
been an active member of the GMC's 
Public Information Committee. I have 
turned over much of the material that 
we have gathered over the past two 
years and she is getting that in shape. I 
am still working on the basic history. 
We are so very fortunate to have been 
in contact with former Senator George 
D. Aiken and he has consented to write 
the Introduction. This will give our 
effort a really fine start. Please 
continue to send any historical materi
al which you think would help in our 
effort. It will be returned unless you 
want us to pass it on to our archives at 
the Vermont Historical Society in 
Montpelier. 

RALPH E. BRYANT 
Chairman, History Committee 

LOST AND FOUND DEPARTMENT 
GOLD RING LOST-Russell Schra

der, RFD #1, Fitchville, Conn. 06334 
reports he inadvertently left his high 
school graduation ring at the brook by 
Seth Warner Shelter earlier this 
summer; the gold ring, which has a red 
stone, is of Norwich Free Academy, 
Class of 1975, and has initials inside, 
"R.C.S.;" finder please notify Schrader. 

One feature of the annual meeting was an auction of trail tools. Holding forth are Fred Gilbert, left, 
and Don Wallace. (Photo by Hans Fritsch) 
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COME ONE, COME ALL TO THE 1975 INTERSECTIONAL! 
Here is a rundown of plans for the 

1975 Intersectional scheduled for Aug. 
24-Sept. 1 and sponsored by the 
Worcester Section. (The several quota
tions scattered throughout this article 
come from a personal talk with the 
enthusiastic Intersectional Chairman, 
Lester Vielle-Ed.) 

Location -Chesterfield Boy Scout 
Camp of the Great Trail Council just off 
Rt. 143 between Williamsburg and 
Chesterfield in west central Massachu
setts. 

Approaches-If approaching via In
terstate 91, leave at Exit 19 for 
Northampton, pick up Rt. 9 and 

"This is an excellent area for the 
Intersectional-can't match it any
where!" 

proceed west to Williamsburg (about 
seven miles), pick up Rt. 143 west and 
continue 4.2 miles to the GMC 
Intersectional sign, and, following the 
signs. continue to the campground. If 
approaching from the west, pick up Rt. 
9 in Pittsfield and continue east to 
Williamsburg and proceed as above. 

Facilities-Eleven separate campsite 
areas with eight to 20 platforms for 
tents at each (one 8' x 16' platform at 
each area; others are all 8' x 8'); a total 
of 44 picnic tables are available but as 

these could be in short supply, campers 
are urged to bring their own just in 
case: also many other good bare
ground tentsites; running water and 
toilets at all campsites except special 
area for trailers but water is only a 
short way from there; large community 
shower house with bot water; excellent 
dining and recreation hall; a large 
private pond (Lake Chesterfield); all 
kinds of stores within a half-hour 
distance. 

Bring-Camping gear, a stove, food 
and utensils and anything else you 
need for your comfort. · 

Activities-Camping, hiking, swim
ming, canoeing, and a good nature 
trail; excellent area for nature photo
graphy (and Hans Fritsch has again 
offered to run a Nature Photography 
Workshop); compass instruction and, 
we hope, an "orienteering" course; 
square dancing; group dinner (bean
hole beans supper by our own 
Worcester chef); and an auction (bring 
what you can to auction off). If we get 

"We already have a lot of 
activities planned and guarantee 
we'll add a lot more before we're 
through.'' 

the right response, we will try a 
pot-luck supper to help keep your cost 

1956rNoT1975) INTERSECTIONAL IS FIRST HELD OUT OF STATE 
As occasional ad hoc GMC historian 

we have learned that in the November, 
1974 and February, 1975 LTN issues 
we erroneously reported that the 1975 
Intersectional was to be the first to be 
held out of Vermont. Don Kent of 
Newfane was one of several who 
tipped us off to the fact that the 1956 
Intersectional was held at the Hopkins 
U.S. Experimental Forest in Williams
town, -Mass. 

Intersectionals at that time were 
weekend affairs (the week-long gather
ings began in 1960) and this one 
occurred on Aug. 18 and 19 that year. 
In its notice of the event, the Long Trail 
News plugged the location as providing 
an opportunity for GMC'ers to hike the 
southern part of the Long Trail "and its 
a pp roaches.'' 

No concern appeared anywhere 
about having the base camp located 
out of Vermont. In fact the only real 
acknowledgment of the out-of-state 
move appeared in the LTN's rundown 
on lntersectional plans provided by 
Hazel Goodale of Williamstown, sec
retary of the Bennington Section and a 
member of the Intersectional Commit
tee. Wrote Hazel: "To be sure, it is in 
Massachusetts [but] lying so close to 
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the Vermont line that most of us here 
walk and talk like Vermonters. Fact is 
the storekeepers up in Bennington see 
us so often they welcome us like 
natives." (Hazel is now Mrs. Hazel 
Bullock and is still active with the 
Bennington Section.) 

Thus the out-of-state 1975 Intersec
tional will not be setting a precedent as 
we earlier reported (and which we 
think most, if not all, GMC trustees 
assumed was the case). But being so 
far removed from the Long Trail itself, 
it will certainly still be viewed as an 
"experiment." 

As an historical post script it is 
worth noting that the first Intersection
al appears to have been held 35 years 
ago. The LTN of November, 1940 
carried this report: "SPIRIT OF 
76-The Intersectional Hike idea has 
been in the wind for years. One finally 
came off last September in grand style. 
Our statisticians counted exactly 76 
assembled at Lincoln-Warren Pass for 
the trip up Mt. Abraham. High point of 
the trip (other than the altitude, 4052') 
was afternoon coffee served at Battell 
Shelter. The Killington section poured.'' 

BOB HAGERMAN, Editor 

down. Rainy-day programs for both 
children and adults. Baby-sitting? 
Mothers interested in alternating care 
of children in a pooled-care arrange-

"There' s more and better hiking 
within 30 miles of this camp than 
anywhere else in New England 
except the White Mountains." 

ment and teen-aged members inter
ested in paid baby-sitting should 
indicate this on their registration 
blanks. Bob Heck will be in charge of 
the hiking program and Bob and Ann 
Humes will be in charge of the 
canoeing program (five days of canoe
ing have already been planned). Our 
entertainment committee will be in 
charge of all special activity programs. 

Restrictions-Other recent Intersec
tionals have begun on Saturday but 
this one begins at 12 noon Sunday, Aug. 
24. Don't come sooner as this is the 
earliest we can allow registration and 
not interfere with the regular closing of 
the camp for the Scouts' own season. 
This was the first restriction I had to 
agree to in hiring this camp. Please 
leave your dog at home. If you must 
bring the dog to camp he will have to 
stay on leash at all times, both day and 
night. Cars are prohibited from camp 
roads because they are in rough shape 
(particularly when it rains); so cars 
must stay in the parking lot (carts will 
be available to help you carry your 
gear to your campsite). Please do the 
lntersectional and yourself a favor and 
obey these restrictions. 

Fees-$1.00 per person per night or 
$7.00 for eight nights; family rate is 
$3.00 per night or $15.00 for eight 
nights. Camp headquarters will be 
plainly marked and will be the 
Registration and Information Center; 
Norman and Arlene Raynor will be in 
charge here. Please make this your 
first stop as you enter camp. 

LESTER M. VIELLE, Chairman 
1975 Intersectional 
South Oxford Road 
West Millbury, MA 01527 
Tel. 617-865-4502 

"GUS'S LOOKOUT" HONORS ALDRICH 
The late Augustus Aldrich, that 

"104-pound bundle of rawhide and 
granite" who disappeared while hiking 
Mt. Katahdin about a year ago, has 
been honored by friends in his 
hometown of Weathersfield. The color
ful 86-year-old Vermonter was an avid 
hiker. On July 12 the Weathersfield 
Trail Association dedicated a plaque in 
his memory at "Gus's Lookout," a 
clearing named after Aldrich on the 
trail he helped blaze up Mt. Ascutney. 
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