
I. 
I ' 

--~~----·--·-' ~ 

Gene A 11 e n Jr • · ·- .. · · - · "· :n"'' , ____ JLe...n_JL _A lJe n _J_r_ . - --·· . ~ 
..------~-,...,_o ng· view Dr . · G " l l- · 1·J· 23 '.}..2-6..o n g vi e w Dr. • ene /1 e n r. . · 

I §~@ At~~n a~~,~ 2 L f D ~ o od b~i d ge , Va . 22191 

;!!~~~:~~6~I~6rtg~\Era.tl j}cWS 

MASSACHUSETTS 

VolumeXXXV 

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BY THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 
Subscription price $1.50 a year to members 

Second-class postage paid at Rutland, Vermont 

Editor 
ROBERT L. HAGERMAN 

Box 671 
Morrisville, Vermont 05661 

RUTLAND, VERMONT, MAY, 1975 

Business Manager 
MINERVA HINCHEY 

P.O. Box94 
Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Number2 

The Caretaker Program: Growth And Consolidation 
In many respects this year will be a 

time of consolidation for the GMC 
Caretaker Program. The success of 
caretakers in dealing with trail-use 
problems has led in each of the past 
few years to an increase in the number 
of caretaker locations on the Long 
Trail. Now, the present size of the 
Caretaker Program (which includes 21 
caretakers, two replacement care
takers and two trail supervisors) 
necessitates a great deal of prepara
tion and organization. These areas are 

being given major consideration in 
planning for the coming summer and 
for the future. 

Several steps have already been 
taken in this direction. Firstly, a very 
specific Caretaker's Agreement is 
being used to insure that all caretakers 
are aware of their duties and respon
sibilities. Secondly, a Caretaker Orien
tation Weekend will be conducted in 
May to train caretakers and famil
iarize them with trail problems. 
Thirdly, a Caretaker Manual is being 

CARETAKER'S CASTLE-Manning Taylor Lodge in 1972 was Caretaker Steve Keough. (Photo by Bob 
Hagerman) 

readied. 
For the future, plans are underway 

to increase the program's effectiveness 
in hiring and training caretakers. A 
more comprehensive application form 
and a system of personal interviews 
will strengthen our hiring procedures. 
(This year nearly 200 applications 
were received.) A program of regularly 
scheduled spring workshops for care
takers is being investigated. Lastly, a 
program is being considered under 
which people interested in becoming 
caretakers would be given the oppor
tunity to work several weeks as a 
Caretaker's Assistant. · 

On the Long Trail our caretakers will 
be conducting "business as usual." 
They will maintain their shelters and 
the trails around them. They will 
supervise the use of their shelters by 
hikers in accordance with ~MC 
guidelines. They will assist the hiking 
public and attempt to educate hikers 
about proper and courteous trail use. 
They will function as public relations 
representatives for the Green Moun
tain Club. Through cooperative agree
ments with the U.S. Forest Service and 
the Vermont Dept. of Forests and 
Parks, GMC caretakers stationed with
in the National Forest or on state land 
will also function as volunteer USFS 
Rangers or as volunteer Forests and 
Parks Rangers. Also, through agree
ments with concerned ski areas, 
several caretakers will be stationed at 
ski area facilities adjacent to the Long 
Trail. 

There will be three new caretaker 
positions this summer. A caretaker will 
be stationed at the Twin Brooks 
Tenting A.rea located on the Long Trail 
between Taylor Lodge and Butler 
Lodge. Two Replacement Caretakers 
will be ready to fill any. unmanned 
caretaker location which may develop 
during the summer. Until needed in 
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that capacity, one will be stationed on 
Mt. Mansfield and the other will be 
stationed on Camel's Hump to assist 
the regular caretakers. 

The Caretaker Program is looking 
forward to a successful summer, and 
each caretaker is looking forward to 
meeting fellow GMC members! 

HARRY PEET, Director 
Caretaker Program 

List of Caretaker Positions 
1. Sterling Pond-Jonathan Sairs* 
2. Taft Lodge-Marian Frack* 
3. Butler Lodge-Karen Rothman 
4. Twin Brooks-Mary Ann Dur brow 
5. Taylor Lodge-Larry Weintraub* 
6. Bolton Lodge-Peg Whitson*t 
7. Buchanan Lodge-Robert Hoffman* 
8. Wiley Lodge-Mary Ann Samuels 
9. Gorham Lodge-Hope Stanton*t 

10. Montclair Glen Lodge-Mary 
Carlson* 

11. Stark's Nest-Ellen Styer 
12. Glen Ellen Lodge-Wendy 

Wakefield 
13. Castlerock-Alan Pratt 
14. Cooper Lodge-Jeb Brugmann 
15. Little Rock Pond-James Pease* 
16. Griffith Lake-David Robbins 
17. Bromley Mt.-Ellen Klaver 
18. Bourn Pond-James Slovik 
19. Stratton Pond-Michael 

Wissenbach* 
20. Strattc.n Pond-Glen Angell*t 
21. Congdon Camp-Gloria Rapalee 
22. Replacement-David Provost 
23. Replacement-Doug Fabrey*t 
24. Trail Supervisor-Lee Allen* 
25. Trail Supervisor-Preston Bristow* 
*These caretakers have at least one 

year of experience. 
t These individuals have been offered 

positions but at presstime had not yet 
been ''officially'' hired. 

CAMEL'S HUMP RANGER PROGRAM 
MAY EXPAND TO MT. MANSFIELD 

Last year over 13,500 people climbed 
Camel's Hump and over 60,000 people 
made it to the ridge on Mt. Mansfield 
by either foot or mechanized means. In 
the face of such heavy use of what are 
probably the two most distinctive and 
fragile peaks in Vermont, a comprehen
sive protection program is essential if 
these areas are to be preserved in 
anything approaching a natural condi
tion. 

Toward this end, the cooperative 
GMC-State of Vermont Camel'_s Hump 
Ranger/Caretaker Program was estab
lished last year and functioned smooth
ly and effectively as reported in the 
February Long Trail News. In 1975 all 
indica lions are that this program will 
be expanded to include Mt. Mansfield 
where the existing, effective, state-run 
ranger program will, as on the Hump, 
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be contracted directly to the Club in 
order to save money and improve 
coordination. 

Besides the main Club and the 
Department of Forests & Parks, a 
number of other organizations will be 
contributing to the program including 
the Burlington and New York Sections 
of the GMC, the University of Vermont, 
and the Mt. Mansfield Co. The 
Backcountry Research Program of the 
U.S. Forest Service will also be 
involved, continuing and expanding its 
work on the rehabilitation of arctic
alpine tundra and the disposal of 
human wastes begun on Camel's Hump 
last year, and beginning a study on 
trail degradation. 

Tentatively, five ranger positions 
have been filled (three on Mt. 
Mansfield, two on the Hump) and eight 
caretakers plus two alternates have 
been selected. Together they bring 
with them 16 "man-years" of Long 
Trail ranger/caretaker experience, 
thus virtually assuring the Club and 
State of a competent performance. 

Operating on the assumption that 
most damage is done by ignorant 
rather than malicious hikers , low-key, 
on-site educational encounters with the 
hiking public will, as in previous years, 
provide the foundation of the program. 
To be sure, many sites require 
substantial physical rehabilitation 
work. In order to halt degradation, a 
reasonable balance of such work and 
of educational efforts must be made, 
and ranger-caretaker cooperation with 
section, state, and Youth Conservation 
Corps crews is very important. 

The Camel's Hump-Mt. Mansfield 
Program serves to show that the Green 
Mountain Club, as the official "guard
ian" of the Long Trail, is taking this 
huge responsibility seriously and is 
willing and anxious to pursue it with 
the help of all interested organizations. 

LARRY VAN METER 
Program Director 

TRUSTEES EXPAND SERVICES 
UNDER 1975-76 BUDGET 

The Trustees approved a balanced 
budget for the 1975-76 fiscal year on 
March 22. $43,700 total income is 
predicted for the year beginning May 1 
with $35,938 for expenditures and 
$7 ,762 earmarked for necessary 
reserves. The new budget provides for 
an enlarged Long Trail Patrol and 
expansion of GMC responsibility to 
include the Ranger-Caretaker 
programs on both Camel's Hump and 
Mt. Mansfield. 

Joseph Sposta, trustee representing 
the U.S. Forest Service, reported 
briefly on the developing program for 
the two Wilderness areas in Vermont. 

Permits will be used to obtain usage 
statistics and these will be distributed 
without fee including some issued by 
our Caretakers in the area. 

Harry Peet, Director of Caretakers, 
reported that 24 invitations had been 
sent to the most qualified candidates. 
The Trustees benefitted from discus
sion of Richard Church's Ad Hoc 
Committee on Caretaker problems and 
possible solutions in this growing 
program. It was concluded that we 
would not attempt a survey of hikers at 
this time. John Nuffort announced that 
Dr. Church would be Chairman of the 
independent Caretaker Committee and 
that Terry Gulick would succeed him 
as Chairman of the Group Services 
Committee. 

Larry Van Meter will be Director of 
the Camel's Hump-Mt. Mansfield 
Ranger program. This will involve close 
cooperation with the Caretakers who 
will be directed by Harry Peet from a 
Ranger post on Mansfield, aided by 
Trail Supervisors Lee Allen and 
Preston Bristow, Jr., veterans of two 
summers at busy Stratton. 

George Pea rlstein and the eight-man 
Long Trail Patrol, aided by Bennington, 
Brattleboro and Worcester Section and 
other volunteers, will begin to con
struct the basic new Long Trail 
routings in the Stratton and Glasten
bury areas this summer and will 
complete the necessary work the 
following summer, all under an ex
panded Cooperative Work Agreement 
with the Green Mountain National 
Forest administration. 

Vice Pres. Ralph Bryant reported he 
is near completion of writing assign
ments for the forthcoming GMC 
History. Former Senator George Aiken, 
who wrote a chapter of the previous 
GMC history, is expected to prepare an 
introduction for the new one. Debbie 
Barlow has been approached to edit 
the mate'rial. 

New sections may be formed at St. 
Albans and Middlebury. The latter is 
named the Breadloaf Hiking Club and 
already boasts 23 members including 
Elsie Wash burn, former GMC Clerk. 

CORALIE MAGOON, Clerk 
Condensed by JOHN W. NUFFORT 

AMC SEEKS HELP ON 
CANOEING GUIDEBOOK 

The Appalachian Mountain Club is 
planning a major revision of its 
canoeing guide book. It needs canoeists 
familiar with the rivers in Vermont to 
help with this. Would anyone who has 
comments about the information in the 
present guidebook or who is willing to 
check out some of the rivers please 
contact: Roioli Schweiker, 12 Chapel 
St., Concord, N.H. 03301, Tel. 603-224-
0598. 
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1975 GMC INTERSECTION AL 

Here is a rundown of plans for the 
1975 Intersectional scheduled for Aug. 
24-Sept. 1 and sponsored by the 
Worcester Section. 

Location-Chesterfield Boy Scout 
Camp of the Great Trail Council just off 
Rt. 143 between Williamsburg and 
Chesterfield in west central Massachu
setts. 

Approaches-If approaching via In
terstate 91, leave at Exit 19 for 
Northampton, pick up Rt. 9 and 
proceed west to Williamsburg (about 
seven miles), pick up Rt. 143 west and 
continue 4.2 miles to the GMC 
Intersectional sign, and, following the 
signs, continue to the campground. If 
approaching from the west, pick up Rt. 
9 in Pittsfield and continue east to 
Williamsburg and proceed as above. 

Facilities-Excellent dining and rec
reation hall; a large field to use your 
trailers and a parking lot for cars; 
platforms for tents; running water and 
toilets in ea ch area plus a waste 
disposal system; some tables and a 
shower house; a private pond; all kinds 
of stores within a half-hour drive. 

Bring-Camping gear; a stove, food 
and utensils; a folding table and 
anything else you need for your 
comfort. 

Activities-Camping, hiking, swim
ming, canoeing, and a good nature 
trail; excellent area for nature photo
graphy (and Hans Fritsch has again 
offered to run a Nature Photography 
Workshop); compass instruction and, 
we hop~. an "orienteering" course; 
square dancing; group dinner (bean
hole beans supper by our . own 
Worcester chef); and an auction (bring 
what you can to auction off}. If we get 
the right response, we will try a 
pot-luck supper to help keep your cost 
down. Rainy-day programs for both 
children and adults. Baby-sitting? 
Mothers interested in alternating care 
of children in a pooled-care arrange
ment and teen-aged members 
interested in paid baby-sitting should 
indicate this on their registration 
blanks. Bob Heck will be in charge of 
the hiking program and Bob and Ann 
Humes will be in charge of the 
canoeing program. Our entertainment 
committee will be in charge of all 
special activity programs. What's been 
listed here is just a start; we are still 
working to fill out and improve the 
program. 

Restrictions-Other recent Intersec
tionals have begun on Saturday but 
this one begins at 12 noon Sunday, Aug. 
24. Don't come sooner as this is the 
earliest we can allow registration and 
not interfere with the regular closing of 
the camp for the Scouts' own season. 
This was the first restriction I had to 
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agree to in hiring this camp. Please 
leave your dog at home. If you must 
bring the dog to camp he will have to 
stay on leash at all times, both day and 
night. No cars are permitted on any 
campsite road; cars must stay in the 
parking lot (carts will be available to 
help you carry your gear to your 
campsite}. Please do the lntersectional 
and yourself a favor and obey these 
restrictions. 

Fees-$1.00 per person per night or 
$7.00 for eight nights; family rate is 
$3.00 per night or $15.00 for eight 
nights. Camp headquarters will be 
plainly marked and will be the 
Registration and Information Center; 
Norman and Arlene Raynor will be in 
charge here. Please make this your 
first stop as you enter camp. 

LESTER M. VIELLE, Chairman 
1975 Intersectional 

WILLING WORKER SEEKS TRAIL TRIPS 

Could any Section out there use 
another hand in carrying out its 
maintenance work on the Long Trail? 
(If we hear a "No" it will be 
surprising.) For one willing and able 
volunteer contact Dorothy B. Knight, 
152 Lucerne Road, Springfield, Mass. 
Tel. 1-413-783-6052. Dot, a member of 
the Pioneer Valley Section and Chair
man of last year's Intersectional 
Committee, reports she is "good with 
pruners and can swing a swizel stick 
well; but as for painting blazes I prefer 
a taller person does that." She has a 
slight ulterior motive in offering her 
services: "I have about 80 miles more 
of the Long Trail to do before becoming 
an End-to-Ender. Most of what I must 
do is north of the Appalachian Gap, the 
steepest places. As I am slow ascend
ing, I don't like to hold up others, so I 
think I will try to get work party 
schedules from Sections covering those 
portions. Perhaps I can join tl:iem on 
work parties, thus helping them and 
also accomplishing more of the Long 
Trail." Trails and Shelters Chairmen, 
the next move is yours. 

NEW BACKPACKING GUIDELINES 

Dr. Richard Church until recently 
chairman of the GMC's Group Services 
Committee (and now taking over as 
chairman of the Caretakers Commit
tee), has announced the publication of 
a revised leaflet of helpful information 
for backpacking groups planning a trip 
or trips on the Long Trail. Copies may 
be obtained free of charge by writing 
either Dick (65 Elmwood St.. Millbury. 
Mass. 10527) or the GMC office in 
Rutland; a self-addressed stamped 
envelope (no. 1 O size) will be appreci
ated. 

Recognition Corner 

CHARLES MONTY 

We, the members of the Jay 
Section, are proud of our first 
president and what he has accom
plished. We would like to share him 
with you. 

Charles Monty started biking in 
New Hampshire in the early 1960's. 
He introduced many Boy Scout and 
high school groups to the delights of 
hiking and camping. He moved to 
Newport but kept on with his first 
love. He would take Boy Scout and 
high school groups out and would 
work on the trail and teach them the 
basics of camping. 

Then in the 1970' s he wished for a 
hiking club to care for and maintain 
this section of the Long Trail. With 
constant encouragement from Perry 
Tooker and Shirley Strong, then 
GMC President, he and a couple of 
friends finally started to organize 
many interested people. 1973 saw 
the first meeting for this section and 
in 1974 we became officially recog
nized as the Jay Section. 

We feel that if it hadn't been for 
this enthusiastic man we probably 
would not have a section up here to 
care for. He has boundless energy 
and really cares about what 
happens to our environment. 

All of these are reasons why we 
were so sorry to see Charles Monty 
move back to New Hampshire but 
we know he will never forget us or 
this section of the Green Mountain 
Club. 

Thank you, Charlie, for laying the 
groundwork so we have an easier 
and more enjoyable time up here at 
the Jay Section. We know we will see 
you on the Long Trail again. 

THE JAY SECTION 
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The Sections Report: Some Are Up, Some Down 
Editor's Note: Sitting in the Editor's 

Chair for the last few issues, we've 
experienced a growing realization that, 
while basically similar, there are 
significant differences among the 
GMC's 11 local and regional Sections. 
With this in mind we invited Section 
reporters to review activities of the 
past year and provide an assessment of 
their present strength. The response is 
printed below (we didn't hear from 
Worcester Section and a few of the 
reports are actually in the more 
traditional vein). While we understand 
tl1e Sections are supposed to make 
such reports at the GMC's annual 
meeting (but don't always do so!), we 
don't believe these reports have ever 
reached the Long Trail News. We hope 
that providing them here will be of 
interest to both Section members and 
Members-at-Large. 

BENNINGTON SECTION 

The size of the Bennington Section 
membership is at· least holding firm 
with 58 members in 1974 and 57 
members so far in 1975. 

The section is now scheduling two 
outings a month of all types: short 
walks, day hikes and work trips. While 
the outings are well-publicized and 
open to non-members as well as 
members, the turn-out generally has 
been limited to three or four. Excep
tions have been when Betsy Paulsen, 
our new GMC trustee, shows up with a 
dozen or so high school students. 

A number of major work projects are 
in the offing for the section. This 
summer we will help in the major 
relocation of the Long Trail in the 
Glastenbury Mt. area by cutting about 
four miles of new trail from Vermont 
Rt. 9 to the vicinity of Little Pond. Also 
planned for 1975 is establishment of a 
primitive camp site at Hell Hollow 
Brook. Next year the section plans to 
construct an open shelter at this same 
site. 

JUANITA BENKENDORFER, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION 

Special recognition was given to Roy 
Buchanan at our Annual Meeting in 
January. Roy, at 93, is still an active 
member of the GMC. He hikes with the 
section on an occasional outing but 
admits that he has "slowed down 
some." 

Seventy outings were held by the 
section last year with over 400 persons 
in attendance. Dot Myer received the 
Hiker-of-the-Year Award for attending 
38 of the outings. 
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The Executive Board voted to 
support the Mt. Mansfield-Camel's 
Hump Cooperative Program and to 
make a financial commitment toward 
its realization. The program was to be 
discussed with the members in detail at 
a dinner meeting in early May. 

It was discovered by the Trails and 
Shelters Committees that work parties 
offering food at the completion of the 
day's work were eminently more 
successful. The attendance at work 
projects soars when food is offered as 
a part of the package. Consequently, 
this season's schedule includes outings 
such as "Labor Then Savor," 
"Perspire and Retire," "Shovel Out! 
Shovel In!," "Workandine," "Fix 'n 
Feast," and "Busy Beavers Gopher 
Food." With names like this, who can 
resist? 

About 25 very sturdy new trail signs 
have been made by the Trails 
Committee. The South Burlington High 
School assisted with this project by 
permitting the use of their wood
working shop. 

AL VERT A PERKINS, Reporter 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION 

The Brattleboro Section held its 
annual meeting March 18 with 22 
members present. In addition to 
election of officers (see roster else
where) Ted Hazelton furnished an 
interesting program by showing slides 
of his End-to-End trip on the Long Trail. 
He hiked short sections at a time over a 
four-year period. One time he hit the 
trail for five days and had four days of 
heavy rain and onlv one beautiful day! 

LOUISE H. DUNKLEE, Secretary 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 

Connecticut Section membership, 
which has definitely been on the 
increase the last four or five months, 
stood at 94 as of March 15 with 
renewals running about 900/o ahead of 
last year. 

Last year, after sensing the section's 
activities schedule had bogged down, 
an activities meeting was held during 
November with 32 members and guests 
attending. The end product was a 
four-month schedule which has spark
ed renewed interest in the section. 
Since implementing the schedule in 
January, several hikes have had 
turn-outs of more than 20 persons. 
Another schedule now in the making 
will have more diversification, that is, 
it will have more activities than hiking 
alone. 

Two work parties in May, 1974 
cleared the 9Y2 miles of Long Trail for 
which the section is responsible 
(Glastenbury Mt. to Arlington-West 
Wardsboro Road). Signs were put up at 
each terminus announcing to the hiking 
world our role in the upkeep of this 
stretch of trail. The wire bunks in 
Caughnawaga Shelter were replaced 
by pine boards which, when installed, 
increased the sleeping capacity to six. 
Creosote was applied to the new 
boards as well as to the table and floor 
at the Kid Gore Shelter. 

In September, a work party led by 
Herb Van Winkelen replaced the table 
in the Kid Gore Shelter, shored up the 
shelter's foundation, relocated the 
outhouse, hauled out bags of litter and 
liberally lathered both shelters (Gore 
and Caughnawaga) and outhouses with 
creosote. The wooden stairs at Gore 
had disappe_ared; however, large 
stones were emplaced and now provide 
improvised stairs to the floor level. 

Another work party in November 
covered the table at the Gore Shelter 
with metal to protect it from the 
"porkies." Some trail clearing was also 
done and along the way the table at 
Story Spring Shelter was found to be 
broken up. Salvageable portions were 
stored in rear of the shelter with the 
intent of reconstructing them later. The 
floor in the shelter had obviously been 
the site of a fire; a hole was burned 
through same. 

Interest in the section has also been 
stirred by its monthly membership 
publication, Trail Talk, which the 
undersigned is now editing. 

The section's Executive Committee 
has met five times in the past six 
months. Results of the meetings, 
published in Trail Talk, have generated 
interest and sparked action. 

The Annual Meeting held March 15 
was attended by 53 members and 
guests. In this writer's opinion it was 
the best attended and conducted 
meeting in the past four years. The 
elections produced a group of section 
officers having a strong interest in the 
activities of the section and a desire to 
surpass the improvements made by 
their predecessors. 

In summary, all actions of the section 
are "thumbs up," i.e. everything is 
positive. And last but not least, three 
section members joined the End-to-End 
roster in 197 4. 

ANTHONY H. SHOOKUS, Reporter 

JAY SECTION 

Our first year as a club produced a 
large membership of 95. The club has 
had trouble though with a lack of 
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participation in events and this year 
we have had some decrease in 
membership. The club has planned the 
spring work schedule and soon will be 
planning hikes for the rest of the year. 
We are also working on some social 
outings to give members a chance to 
know each other. 

The Jay Section is responsible for 
about 12 miles of Long Trail from 
Vermont Rt. 242 north to the Canadian 
line. The Long Trail Patrol has recently 
done a great deal of work in this area 
with some section members helriing the 
Patrol in reconstruction of Shooting 
Star Shelter. The section itself has put 
up all new trail signs on its portion of 
trail and has also done drainage work 
around Journey's End Camp and 
general trail clearing. 

ALICE DOUGLAS, Reporter 

ti KILLINGTON SECTION 

When inqmries were made of 
various officers of the Killington 
Section about the changes noted over 
the years in the section, a rather 
gloomy picture emerged. Not only is 
membership falling, but the old "Kill
ington Spirit" is diminishing. A com
parison made between the Outing 
Committee report for 1950 and that of 
1974 indicates that the average atten
dance on hikes has dropped approxi
mately 500/o. Also, in spite of a slight 
increase in membership since the 
1960's, as of April 1, 1975, the 
membership is down 17 persons. It is 
strongly felt that this reflects the 
discontent and dissatisfaction of the 
members at the change in leadership 
and policies of the Green Mountain 
Club during the past few years. Two 
people who have been members since 
the 1930's have not renewed their 
membership, and a recent past presi
dent will not join again. Several other 
members have expressed great dis
pleasure. 

Two specific examples of GMC 
policies which have been disturbing 
are as follows: Firstly, the manner in 
which the building of the Clarendon 
Gorge Bridge was taken over by the 
main club after Dr. Harold Howard 
had spent so much time and effort on it 
was most undiplomatic. Secondly, 
since the Caretaker Program was 
begun at Pico, and then Cooper, the 
Killington Section has not received any 
information or correspondence regard
ing this program. Undoubtedly, better 
communication would help the rela
tionship between Sections and the 
main club. 

As far as work parties are con
cerned, Sherwin Start, Trails Chair
man, did a great deal of trail work this 
past year and had the help of a number 
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of section members. But each year 
interest has lessened which can be a 
problem since we have five camps and 
shelters and over 20 miles of trails to 
maintain. However, during the summer 
of 1974 our entire section was checked 
by various members and pronounced in 
good shape. The opinion of many hikers 
was obtained and found favorable as 
were many notes left in registers. 
Several called it the best maintained 
section in the state. 

Shelter Chairman Paul Howard 
reports that major repairs were made 
to the shelters of our Killington Section 
in 1974. This work included a new floor 
at Sunnyside, new platform-type bunks 
at Governor Clement, replacement of 
glass in several windows at Pico, and 
replacement at Clarendon of one side 
of the "cow catcher" fencing which 
was apparently missing due to some
one's need for firewood! 

As with so many organizations, a lot 
of hard work falls upon a few 
shoulders. However, Killington has a 
record to be proud of and it has 
certainly gone its "second mile" in 
supporting the work and maintaining 
the ideals of the Green Mountain Club. 

FRANCES H. ROBERTS, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

Our section membership has in
creased greatly in the past year. In 
1973-74 we had 28 adult and nine 
junior GMC'ers while 1974-75 brought 
48 adult and 15 junior members. We've 
also had a dozen or more inquiries 
about the GMC from prospective 
members. We thus hope our ranks will 
continue to grow this year. 

During the past fall and winter we 
scheduled outings for almost every 
weekend. Some of the winter trips have 
been made to the White Mountains by 
the hearty climbers who prefer rugged 
winter climbing while others have 
preferred snowshoeing and ski touring 
in nearby parks and on the trails which 
we cut in the Berlin area. Our section 
seems to have a cor:e group of 6-12 folks 
who turn out for most of the trips. But 
we did have 30 or more members 
participate in some of our family 
outings and trailwork trips. All day 
outings plus supper were well atten
ded; food always draws a crowd! 

We spent a good day in June working 
on our section of -Long Trail, which is 
the three miles from Vermont Rt. 108 to 
Chilcoot Pass plus Elephant Head Trail. 
Sterling Pond Shelter was in good 
shape but some minor repairs were 
needed on the outhouse. Later in the 
summer we had a day of clearing and 
painting trail blazes up both sides of 
Mt. Hunger. 

As in the past we schedule other 

activities in addition to hiking and right 
now are looking forward to canoeing 
and biking this spring. 

WENDY HAMIL TON, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 

We in the New York s·ection often 
envy you folks up north with all the 
beautiful snow you have had this 
winter. However, we were treated to 
six or eight inches of snow up in the 
Palisades Interstate Park. Dave Van 
Dusen led the only snowshoe hike we 
have had for several years. Unfortu
nately only four persons showed up. 

Since we are in the so-called 
metropolitan area our activities may be 
considerably different from other GMC 
sections. For example, we have 
Saturday excursions in place of hikes. 
These take form in trips to the Statue of 
Liberty, Empire State Building, World 
Trade Center and so on. We had a very 
unusual trip to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art where we could view 
the glamorous costumes designed for 
famous Hollywood stars such as Greta 
Garbo, Fred Astaire, Mary Pickford, 
Marilyn Monroe, and Barbara 
Streisand. It was very informative and 
we certainly got our walking in! This 
activity is especially interesting to the 
less physically-active members and 
newcomers to the club. 

Jim Periale led an 8-mile trip into 
Sterling Forest, which is east of 
Greenwood lake in New Jersey. Snow 
made it a bit sloppy but all 19 
participants enjoyed the old woods 
roads and trails. Due to real estate 
developments we are fast losing many 
of our old trails; therefore a hike like 
this one is a treat. 

Our Trails and Shelters Chairman, 
Ira T. Ellis, Jr., provides the following 
report on the nearly 26 miles of Long 
Trail for which our section has basic 
responsibility: 

"1974 was the busiest year for our 
committee since I started as chairman. 
Eight of us spent a week on the trail in 
early July. Our biggest project was 
installing a new floor in Buchanan 
Lodge. We also did routine trail 
maintenance on all trails not covered 
by caretakers. 

"La rry Van Meter and his crew of 
Camel's Hump Rangers did extensive 
erosion control work on the Callahan 
Trail. This is the shortest way to the 
top of Camel's Hump and is used by 
500/o of the hikers going to the top. The 
crew also designed and built an 
outhouse for Gorham Lodge. It is a 
composting type, necessary because of 
the shallow soil depth. The New York 
Section helped finance the Camel's 
Hump program with a contribution of 
$500. 
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"Fred Gilbert, with some help from 
th1;i caretakers, designed and built an 
outhouse at Glen Ellen. He also 
provided wood for new bunks at Glen 
Ellen and made major repairs to Wiley 
Lodge. He will be installing a new 
aluminum ladder in Ladder Ravine 
before the start of the 1975 hiking 
season. 

"This year we had caretakers in all 
shelters except Theron Dean and 
Cowles Cove. In addition, there was a 
caretaker in the warming hut on top of 
General Stark. They all did an 
excellent job of maintaining the trail 
and shelters in their areas. 

"Thanks to all the help I received, 
the New York section of the Long Trail 
is in good shape, in spite of the 13,000 
people who visited Camel's Hump this 
season." 

We are preparing for our annual 
general housecleaning at Camp Then
dara. At this time we turn out 
everything, scrub the floors and walls, 
clean the blankets, polish everything 
and then put it all back together. We 
have had our share of vandalism. Some 
damage has occurred each weekend 
this winter. A caretaker system has 
been considered for the summer 
months. Would anyone like to spend a 
summer at Thendara? It is a great 
vacation spot. Details can be discussed 
with our Camp Chairman, Joseph G. 
Sevick. 

JULIANNA S. IRELAN, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

During the winter months we had 
hikes nearly every weekend, with good 
turnouts. On February 22 a group 
explored the site of the 1975 Intersec
tional on top of about 30 inches of snow 
at the Boy Scout grounds in Chester
field, Mass.; we also snowshoed the full 
length of the Scout Pond on several 
inches of ice. Snow fleas were plentiful 
on top of the snow, sunning themselves. 

Our Seth Warner Shelter, the 
southernmost one on the Long Trail, 
will have a new picnic table this year, 
thanks to Mauri Wintturi's generosity, 
and our president's labor getting it 
together. 

Our Membership now stands, in the 
third week of March, at 79, a slight 
increase over last year, averaging 
about 70 at this time the last three 
years. 

Our new Trails and Shelters Chair
man is going to make sure that our 
Section of Long Trail from Mass.-Vt. 
line north to Harmon Hill is in excellent 
condition. Our new Activities Chair
man has done a fine job already of 
arranging hikes of a different nature. 
Members-at-Large and of other Sec
tions are welcome to join us at any 
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time. Please contact Activities Chair
man Douglas James, 936 Granville Rd., 
Westfield, Mass. 01085, Tel. 1-413-562-
3046 (evenings) . 

DOROTHY B. KNIGHT, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

After a major revival of the Sterling 
Section about five years ago, the 
membership count has tapered off from 
the 75 or so at that time to 47 last year 
and 42 so far in 1975. A strong core 
group of officers has, however, kept 
the section functioning quite well 
though the continued slacking off of 
participation in both pleasure and 
work outings is cause for concern. 

We hold pleasure outings at roughly 
two-week intervals through the 
summer and fall plus several snowshoe 
outings during the winter. All of these 
are day trips and generally are quite 
close to the Morrisville area where 
most of our members live. Because of a 
lack of interest we have had no 
overnight trips for at least two years. 
Our activities have also been limited to 
hiking only and, unlike many of the 
other sections, do not include such 
things as canoeing or bicycling. 

As part of the two-week schedule we 
hold three or four work outings each 
year and think it fair to report that the 
8 Y:i miles of Long Trail plus three 
shelters which we take care of are 
generally in very good condition. In 
doing this, however, credit must be 
given to the Vermont Forests and Parks 
Department for its help to us in several 
important trail and shelter projects. 

BOB HAGERMAN, Reporter 

WHO'S WHO IN THE SECTIONS 

Editor's Note: Each Section has one 
or more representatives on the GMC's 
board of trustees. The names and 
addresses of these representatives will 
be part of a complete roster of the 
board to appear in the August issue. 
The last such roster appeared in the 
August, 1974 issue. 

Bennington (Annual meeting in 
February) 

President: Robert M. Agard, Box 49, 
North Bennington. Vt. 05257 

Vice President: David Hapgood. Box 
445, North Bennington, Vt. 05257 

Secretary: Juanita Benkendorfer, 7 
Hawks Place. Benning):on, Vt. 05201 

Treasurer: Hazel Bullock, Harmon 
Pond Road, Williamstown, Mass. 

01267 
Trails and Shelters: David Hapgood 
Reporter: Juanita Benke.ndorfer 
Brattleboro (March) 
President: Lester Dunklee, RFD #1, 

Brattleboro, Vt. 05301 
Vice President: Carol Westing, RFD, 

Putney, Vt. 05356 

Secretary: Louise Dunklee, 11 Chase 
St. , Brattleboro. Vt. 05301 

Treasurer: R()ger Davis, RFD #2, 
Brattleboro, Vt.05301 

Trails and Shelters: Frank Dearborn, 6 
Howard St., Brattleboro, Vt. 05301 

Reporter: Louise Dunklee 

Burlington (January) 
President: Coralie Magoon, RFD, 

Colchester Vt. 05446 
Vice President: Hollie Johnson, 138 No. 

Union St., Burlington, Vt. 05401 
Secretary: Radetta Nemcosky, 148 

Spear St., So. Burlington, Vt. 05401 
Treasurer: Jean Lance, Box 74, 

Shelburne, Vt. 05482 
Trails Co-Chairmen: John Harrington, 

74 So. Willard St., Burlington, Vt. 
05401: Gordon Tennett, Tr .. 67 Brad
ley St., Burlington, Vt. 05401 

Shelters Co-Chairmen: Ralph Gibbs, 
471 Y2 St. Paul St., Burlington, Vt. 
05401:John Lance, Box 74, Shelburne, 
Vt. 05482 

Reporter: Alverta Perkins, 36 Oakland 
Terrace, Burlington, Vt. 05401 

Connecticut (March) 
President: Herbert Van Winkelen, 1864 

Poquonock Ave., Poquonock, Conn. 
06064 

First Vice President and Chairman, 
Trails and Shelters Committee: Peter 
Dabbs, Box 63, Guilford, Conn. 06437 

Second Vice President and Chair
woman, Activities Committee: Eliza
beth M. Ahern, 77 Oxford St., Hart
ford, Conn. 06105 

Secretary: Mildred L. Congdon, 26 
Ridgewood Circle, Wethersfield, 
Conn.01609 

Treasurer: Richard B. Smith, 193 
Morningside Drive, East Bristol, Ct. 
06010 

Reporter: Anthony H. Shookus, 43 Ivy 
Lane, Newington, Conn. 06111 

Jay (January) 
President: Charles Bezio, 125 West 

Main St., Newport, Vt. 05855 
Vice President: Harvey Robitaille, RD 

#1, Newport, Vt. 05855 
Secretary: A. Jean Bezio, 125 West 

Main St .. Newport, Vt. 05855 
Treasurer: Harvey Gardyne, 60 Main 

St., Derby Line, Vt. 05830 
Trails and Shelters: Charles Gardyne, 

60 Main St., Derby Line, Vt. 05830 
Reporter: Alice Douglas, Barton RR#2, 

Glover, Vt. 05839 
Killington (January) 
President: Janet Martin, 7 Curtis Ave., 

Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Vice President: Ian Wark, Woodstock 

Stage, Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Secretary-Treasurer: Churchill Scott, 

132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Trails Chairman: Sherwin Start, 18 

Pine St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Shelters Chairman: Paul Howard, 90 

Allen St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Reporter: Frances Roberts, 2 Hill 
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Place, Springfield, Vt. 05156 
Montpelier (April) 
President: Andrew Nuquist, 29 Bailey 

Ave., Montpelier, Vt. 05602 
Secretary: Sally Sairs, 22 Vine St., 

Montpelier, Vt. 05602 
Treasurer: Richard Babcock, 29 Ter

race St., Montpelier, Vt. 05602 

New York (March) 
President: Charles Russell, 24 Hutton 

rA.ve. Apt. 60, West Orange, N.J. 
07052 

Vice President: Raymond Darrenougue, 
277 Park Ave., Suite 1007, New York, 
N.Y.10017 

Secretary: Mildred Lubke, 40 West 
Harwood Terrace, Palisades Park, 
N.J. 07650 

Treasurer: Julianna S. Irelan, 26 Crest 
Drive South, Cresskill, N.J. 07626 

Trails and Shelters (Vermont): Ira T. 
Ellis, Jr., 249 Coachlight Square, 
Montrose, N.Y. 10548 

Reporter: Julianna S. Irelan 

Pioneer Valley (before April 1, usu. 
Feb.) 

President: Earl Williams, Walker St., 
RFD #1, North Adams, Mass. 01247 

Vice President: Douglas James, 936 
Granville Rd., Westfield, Mass. 
01085 

Secretary: Yvonne Boucher, 159 Jack
son St., Northampton, Mass. 01060 

Treasurer: Gil Myrick, 22 Benton St., 
Springfield, Mass. 01109 

Trails and Shelters: David Ledger, 150 
White Oaks Rd., Williamstown, Ma. 
01267 

Reporter: Dorothy B. Knight, 152 
Lucerne Rd., Springfield, Mass. 
01119 

Sterling (January) 
President: Robert L. Hagerman, Box 

671, Morrisville, Vt. 05661 
Vice President: Kent Strobel, Johnson, 

Vt. 05656 
Secretary: Gisela Gminder, RFD #2, 

Morrisville, Vt. 05661 
Treasurer: Harold Eaton, Box 502, 

Morrisville, Vt. 05661 
Trails and Shelters: Brent Teillon, 

Morrisville, Vt. 05661 
Reporter: Robert Hagerman 

Worcester (October) 
President: Lester Vielle, South Oxford 

Rd., West Millbury, Mass. 01527 
Vice President: William Haith, 6 

Artemas Ave., Shrewsbury, Mass. 
01545 

Secretary: Anne Humes, 17 Lincoln 
Ave., Millbury, Mass. 01527 

Treasurer: Marion Elvidge, 89 Potter 
Hill Rd., Grafton, Mass. 01519 

Trails and Shelters: Robert Heck, 
Burbank Rd., Sutton, Mass. 01527 

Reporter: Anne Humes 

May,1975 

PUFFER REPLACEMENT PLANNED 

Burlington Section plans are moving 
ahead for construction of a new shelter 
to replace Puffer Lodge which burned 
late last November. Completion is 
expected some time in July, according 
to Ralph Gibbs of Burlington, who with 
Jack Lance of Shelburne is co-chair
man of the section's Properties Commit
tee. 

The new shelter will be of frame 
construction measuring about 9 by 14 
feet with a sleeping capacity of about 
six. To lessen the building time and 
keep to a minimum the job of carrying 
in materials the long distance to the 
site. the section is "prefabricating" the 
new shelter. After being pre-cut and 
fitted, the pieces will be coded for easy 
assembly after they are carried in. 

The first job, however, is clearing 
the site and laying up a stone 
foundation and at presstime a work 
trip for that purpose had been 
scheduled for May 3. A schedule for 
other work trips has not been set but 
any GMC'ers willing to help on the 
project are urged to contact either 
Gibbs (Tel. 802-864-6145) or Lance 
(802-985-3715). 

IF YOU'RE MOVING, LET US KNOW 

After each issue of the Long Trail 
News the Postal Service returns 
some copies because of incorrect 
addresses. This means postage 
expense for the GMC (we pay for the 
returns) and also means those 
members don't get their copies. So if 
you are moving, let us know your 
new address. Members-at-Large 
should send address changes to 
Minerva Hinchey at the Rutland 
office while section members should 
notify their res_pective section secre
taries who will in turn notify Miss 
Hinchey. Your cooperation will be 
appreciated. 

HIKE WEEK PLANS ANNOUNCED 

A special "August Hiking Week" in 
the White Mountains has been an
nounced by its leaders, Betty and Dick 
Church of 66 Elmwood St., Millbury, 
Mass. 01527 and Ann and Art 
Miranian of 47 Great Road, East 
Greenwich, R.I. 02818. You're invited 
to spend the week of Aug. 16-23 on the 
Presidential trails and peaks with a 
congenial group of 24. The trip is an 
official function of the Appalachian 
Mountain Club (No. 7509 under the 
AMC's 1975 Special Excursions 
schedule). The fee of $150 per person 
provides meals and lodging in the AMC 
Hut System. You'll spend three nights 
at Pinkham, and two each at Carter 
and Lake-of-the-Clouds. The hike is 

rated B-3, that is, five to eight miles per 
day at a moderate pace of 1.5-2 miles 
per hour with packs. For a prospectus 
write or call the Churches (Tel. 
617-865-6678) or Miranians (401-884-
2677). 

NORTH COUNTRY TRAIL ACTION 
SPARKS MEMBER'S REBUTTAL 

Ed. Note: President John Nuffort 
received the following letter dated Feb. 
23 from GMC'er Elizabeth 
Paulsen (and new trustee representing 
the Bennington Section) who gave 
permission for its appearance here. 

"The February issue of the Long 
Trail News just came. The action of the 
Trustees toward opposing the North 
Country Trail in Vermont is a deplor
able mistake. 

"To think that the use of trails is a 
direct function of the number or length 
of trails available is to mistake cause 
with effect. Let's face the real issue. 
The number of people who want to hike 
trails is increasing. One way to reduce 
damage from overuse of trails is to 
provide more trails. Only by providing 
more trails can the use of existing trails 
be either held as is or perhaps even 
reduced. Certainly to refuse to cooper
ate in this attempt to make such a 
North Country trail is to turn our club's 
back on a possible way to relieve the 
pressure on our own trails. 

"Please express my displeasure over 
this resolution to the Trustees." 

In his reply, Pres. Nuffort indicated 
the letter would be read at the 
trustees' meeting March 22 and 
provided, among other things, the 
following statement: 

"Do you know that this trail would be 
multi-purpose, involving recreational 
vehicles, bicycles, horseback and all 
other popular forms of travel with the 
usage to be specified in the future. No 
usage specs have been offered for[the] 
Vermont routing and the exact environ
mental impact cannot be reviewed in 
the absence of any exact location 
details." 

Further Ed. Note: Another GMC'er 
has just written us protesting the 
trustees' North Country Trail action. 
Urging cons1ruotion of the new trail , 
Larry Weintraub of Seaford. N.Y. 
registers a key argument similar to 
Betsy Paulsen's, i.e., that more trails 
are needed to meet increasing hiker 
demand. Larry also suggests that a 
study be conducted of abandoned trails 
which might be reopened and urges the 
publication of a guide book to outlying 
trails to reduce pressure on the Long 
Trail system. "Most people who hike 
the Long Trail," he says, "are unaware 
of the alternatives that do exist..." 
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ANNUAL MEETING l>LANS UPDATE 

Here's a review with some additional 
details of plans for the GMC Annual 
Meeting as announced by Sally Sairs of 
Montpelier, chairman of the Annual 
Meeting Committee. The Montpelier 
Section is serving as host. Please note 
the May 10 deadline for making meal 
reservations with Sally (and we hope 
this LTN has reached you by that time). 

Place-Wesley United Methodist 
Church on U.S. Rt. 2 in Waterbury 
village about one-half mile east of Exit 
10 off Interstate 89 (you actually exit 
onto Vermont Rt. 100 and that leads 
you to Rt. 2). All Saturday events 
including meals will be held here. 

Schedule-Saturday, May 24, begin
ning at 9 a.m. with registration, coffee 
(at 20 cents a cup) and doughnuts (15 
cents each), and running through the 
day. The business meeting will begin at 
10 a.m., lunch ($2.25) at 12:30 p.m., 
afternoon session beginning at 2 p.m., 
dinner ($4.50) at 6 p.m. and evening 
program at 8 p.m. Featured at the 
latter will be Steven Young of the 
Center for Northern Studies in Wolcott 
who will show some slides and talk 
about a trip to Alaska. (Trustees will 
hold a meeting following the afternoon 
business session.) Sunday will begin 
with a Connecticut Section breakfast at 
8 a.m. at the Little River Campground 
just west of Waterbury village. The 
Montpelier Section has hikes sched
uled this day for the Stowe Pinnacle 
and Mt. Hunger in the Worcester 
Range plus Mt. Mansfield and Sterling 
Pond. Different or additional hikes can 
be scheduled if desired. For canoeists 
there is the Waterbury Reservoir at the 
Little River Campground. 

Reservations-Reservations for the 
two Saturday meals must reach Sally 
by May 10; contact her at 22 Vine St., 
Montpelier, Vt. 05602, Tel. 802-223-
2940 (after 6 p.m.). 

Accommodations - Unless already 
filled by this time, both camping and 
regular lodging are available at 
Nichols Lodge on Vermont Rt. 100 in 
Stowe about eight miles north of 
Waterbury. Contact the lodge direct at 
Box 1098, Stowe, Vt. 05672, Tel. 
802-253-7683. Other lodging at the 
Holiday Inn in Waterbury just off 
Interstate 89, Tel. 802-244-7822 (no 
campsites there!). The Little River 
Campground operated by the Vermont 
Forests and Parks Department will be . 
open but unless you ha ve a minimum 
6-da y reservation, campsites are avail
a ble on only a first-come.-first-served 
basis. 

PROPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGES 

The following proposed changes in 
the GMC by-laws will be acted upon by 
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the membership at the annual meeting 
May 24. (Important Note: copies of the 
by-laws updated through last year's 
annual meeting are available on 
request from the club's Rutland 
headquarters): 

1. Article 11, Section 5 (previously 
Section 4) will be changed in the first 
paragraph to read: " ... Members-at
Large, 6 ... " 

Reason: This number currently is 
5. Under-representation of Members-at 
-Large is being corrected by adding one 
new At-Large Trustee each year for 
three years. If this change is approved, 
two Member-at-Large Trustees will be 
elected each year in the future. 

2. Article II, Section 5 will be 
changed by adding the following 
sentence to the end of the third 
paragraph: Only Members-at-Large 
shall vote for Trustees to represent 
Members-at-Large. 

Reason: This change is intended to 
give Members-at-Large the same voting 
status in the selection of Trustees that 
members of the club's Sections have. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

My August, 1973 initial message 
declared an intent to motivate leaders 
and emphasize communications. There 
was indeed need for both. Let us share 
what has happened and started to 
happen in a fleeting two years while 
your President's contribution truly was 
confined to such motivation and 
communications: 

The following have taken place: 
Executive Secretary authorized; land
owner agreements executed; 
Clarendon Gorge Bridge built; Camel's 
Hump ranger team formed; Jay Section 
established; and Section Relations 
Committee created. 

The following are now in process: 
Executive Secretary moving to full 
stature as Operations Coordinator in 
1975; two new sections forming in St. 
Albans and Middlebury; and Camel's 
Hump program expanded to include 
Mt. Mansfield. Also an expanded 
cooperative work agreement is being 
developed to involve the GMC more 
deeply in the portion of Long Trail in 
the Green Mountain National Forest 
which is controlled by the federal 
government through the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Two strong Nominating Committees, 
appointed six months in advance, have 
made significant contributions to the 
future by their patient investigation 
and selection of nominees. Future 
administrations should continue the 
practice of inviting a previous member 
of this committee to become chairman 
the following year. 

JOHN W. NUFFORT, President 

SCOUTS AT SUNNYSIDE: 
ANOTHER SIDE TO THE STORY 

We've had an interesting report 
from M.H. Martin, Jr., Scoutmaster of 
Boy Scout Troop 1 in Barrington, R.I. 
about the backpacking trip which he 
and his Scouts took on the Long Trail 
last June. The report includes an 
unhappy reference to the exchange 
which some Killington Section 
members had with this group of Scouts 
as reported in the November LTN. 

More of this "other side of the story" 
in a moment but to summarize the 
Scouts' trip first, they began at Mad 
Tom Notch on Saturday, June 22, and 
came out on the South Pond Trail from 
Rolston Rest Shelter on Friday, June 28. 
It sounds like they had more than their 
share of rain but there were such 
bright spots as this one described by 
Mr. Martin: "On Thursday we left Pico 
Camp again in the rain but by the time 
we reached U.S. 4 it had stopped. We 
camped that night at Rolston Rest. This 
was our last night on the trail and we 
sat around swapping stories with other 
hikers. It was a real enjoyable 
evening." 

Then there was the Sunnyside 
experience three days earlier which 
the Killington Section report had 
described. Of this Mr. Martin writes: 
"As we approached the camp we were 
met by a female who immediately gave 
the impression that she owned the 
entire place and we were trespassers. 
Without giving us a chance to speak 
she began to spout rules. First we were 
told that groups could not use the 
shelter, although her group had 
already taken it over. We all had tents 
and had no intention of using the 
shelter. Next we were told that cooking 
should be done with stoves, but at 
supper time her group had a big wood 
fire going. We all had backpacking 
stoves to do our cooking. As for 
camping near the stream, only our 
older scouts did this and they were not 
that close. I daresay they are more 
conscious of good camping rules than 
most adults." 

Happily Mr. Martin concludes his 
letter on the following upbeat note: 
"The Green Mountain Club certainly 
deserves a lot of credit for the fine job 
they do on the Long Trail. We all 
enjoyed our trip and I think all of our 
scouts learned something about hiking, 
the wilderness, and learning to take 
care of yourself. We hope to be back 
next June to hike the next fifty miles." 

ATC MARKS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
The 50th Anniversary of the Appa

lachian Trail Conference will be 
marked at the ATC's 20th meeting June 
21-23 at Appalachian State University 
in Boone, N.C. For full information 
contact the ATC at Box 236, Harpers 
Ferry, W. Va. 24525. 
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