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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Only a few years ago our concern for keeping the Long 
Trail an uospoiled footpath in the wilderness was coupled 
with a desire to attract enough hikers to keep the wilder
ness out of the trail. These objectives were well justified 
for their times, but cbaogi.ag times and challenging newer 
problems have forced us to undergo a transition from 
trail builders and promoters to recreational resource mana
gers and educators. This evolution is not yet complete, and 
further adjustments in our attitudes, policies, and actions 
are required to insure effective protection and wise use 
of the Long Trail. 

As noted elsewhere in this issue by Gardiner Lane, there 
are a number of challenges and undertakings which the 
GMC must accept if it is to retain its leadership role as 
maintainer, defender, and protector of the Long Trail. 
Both inside and outside the club, there are at least a few 
who sincerely question whether we have the ability, re
sources, and unequivocal determination to accept Leader
ship responsibilities which are becomfog increasingly so
phisticated, complex, and demanding. The best re.spouse 
to this healthy skepticism is unquestioned performance 
which reflects full awareness of our capabilities, deep 
pride in our long lradilion, and complete confidence in 
the future. 

Perhaps as never before, we are confronted by both 
the necessity and the opportunity to demonstrate by com
mitment and action that the Green Mountain Club intends 
to keep faith with both the past and the future by using 
its full potential for leadership and management. As An
nual Meeting approaches and as new officers and trustees 
prepare to assume leadership of the club, there could be 
no better time to express your support and encouragement 
so necessary for carrying out our objectives. 

GEORGE F. PEARLSTEIN, President 

GARDINER LANE'S REPORT TO TRUSTEES 

During the winter months I have had an opportunity 
to talk with many people in our club, the legislature, 
Forest and Parks, the United States Forest Service, and 
other organizations about the growing responsibilities being 
placed on the Green Mountain Club. 

The protection of the Long Trail on private property is 
probably the club's most important consideration. In the 
past it had been a rather "out of sight-out of mind" 
situation, although prompt personal attention had been 
given to land owners when we have encountered com
plaints. 

With so much emphasis being placed on land develop
ment and land planning in Vermont, we must take serious
ly the responsibility placed on us by the legislature. Hav-
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ANNUAL MEETING 1973 

SATURDAY, MAY 26, 1973 

EAST POULTNEY BAPTIST CHURCH 

Program: 
9:00 a.m.-Registration. Coffee and homemade breads. 

SWAP SHOP-Dick Metcalfe will again 
run the popular Swap Shop. Bring your used, 
but still usable camping equipment for quick 
sale or trade. 

10:00 a.m.-Business Meeting. 
The By-Law changes to be voted on were 
published in the February LONG TRAIL 
NEWS. 

12:30 p.m.-Buffet Lunch. (Buy ticket when you register) 
2:00 p.m.-Business Meeting continued. 
4:00 p.m.-or immediately after adjournment, Trustees' 

Meeting. 
Tour of Museum, Episcopal Church, Old 
School and Burial grounds. 

6:00 p.m.-Dinner, by reservation only. 
8:00 p.m.-Evening program. "Flora of the Alpine 

Zone," narrated by Al Oxton of the Mount 
Washington Observatory. 

SUNDAY, MAY 27 
8:00 a.m.-Connecticut Breakfast, St. Catherine State 

Park. 
9:30 a.m.-Hikes on the Long Trail and to Bird Mt. 

Canoeing on the lake or where you will. 
MONDAY, MAY 28-A hike will be organized if there 

are enough interested. 
DIRECTIONS-East Poultney is 2 miles east of Poultney 

on Route 140. The Baptist Church is located on the 
Green in the center of the village directly on Route 140. 

CAMPING AREAS-St. Catherine State Park will be the 
"official" campsite for members attending the meeting. 
The park is situated on Lake St. Catherine just off 
Route 30, three miles south of Poultney. There are 58 
sites in the park. An ample area of regular campsite 
has been set aside for GMC campers and the onnecti
cut Breakfast. Doubling up on campsites will be per
mitted and if necessary we can overflow into the ad
jacent picnic area. In order to assist in the planning 
with the park staff, it is desirable that those who intend 
to camp at St. Catherine in this area notify the Chair
man (address below) without delay. Re ·ervation for 
campsites or lean-tos in other areas o( the park are 
available on a first-come, first-serve basis. Those desir-
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ing to reserve sites other than in the area set aside, 
should contact the park manager, Martin VanBuren, 
Lake St. Cathetriae State Park, R.D. Poultney, Vt. 
05764, Tel. (802) 287-9158. The regular camp fees 
will apply for all facilities. 
Other facilities are available at Bomoseen State Park 
and Half Moon Camping areas. The e are located ap
proximately 12-14 miles North of East Poultney. Private 
campgrounds in the area are Southall, 5 miles West of 
Poullaey on Route 273 and Shiresville, 1 l'h miles North 
of Poultney on Route 30. 

FOOD-Food will be provided on the day of the meeting 
as per the above schedule. Following is the cost: 

Coffee and homemade breads $ .35 
Buffet Lunch $1.50 
Ham Dinner $2.75 

Children 5-12 years $2.00 
Children under 5 Free 

Lunch can be ordered ahead or at registration time. 
Please note that dinner is by reservation only, which 
must be made by May 21st. Contact the Chairman 
(address below). 

Plan now to join with your GMC friends for a long 
holiday weekend of business, sociability and activities. 
For further information contact Annual Meeting Chair
man, Peter C. Palen, Box 163, Hurley, N.Y. 12443, 
Phone (914) 338-7044. 

INTERSECTIONAL 1973 

Tamarack Notch Aitken Forest Camp, Mendon, Ver
mont, will again play host to the Green Mountain Club 
for its 1973 lntersectional encampment. 

The event will begin on Saturday, August 25th and 
close at noon, Labor Day, September 3rd. 

To the veteran hiker and camper no reminders are 
necessary in the matter of gear and supplies to be brought 
along. For the initiate it is suggested that you contact 
someone who has previously attended a Intersectional and 
ask their advice an.d suggestions. 

Quite logically there will be several scheduled hikes; 
both short and long. There will be two square dances on 
each of the Saturday nights of the Intersectiooal as well 
as two community suppers. If enough interest is indicated, 
consideration will be given to the idea of an occasional 
breakfast for biking groups who want to get oil to a real 
early start. 

In addition to the two square dances, the evening pro
grams are planned to include movies or slide presenta
tions suitable to our gathering; a lecture on compass 
orientation; a Long Trail slide-quiz game; a one or two 
act play, etc. 

A complete copy of the Intersectional Program will be 
sent out shortly to Section Co-ordinators. 

WILBUR F. WESTON, Chairman 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE UP NORTH 

Are you interested in joining with other M-A-L in this 
area to participate in projects aimed at maintaining the 
Long Trail and its shelters? The temporary suspension of 
the L.T. Patrol last year means that there is a Jot to be 
done and we could help to restore the trail to its former 
standard. We might also promote the use of out-lying 
trails and assist in the job of linking the Long Trail with 
the Sentier des Voltigeurs in Quebec, which is being de
signed to connect with it. 

If interested, please contact Charles Monty, 23 Coven
try St., Newport, Vermont 05855. Phone 802-334-8858. 
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GMC "ADOPT A SHELTER PROGRAM" 

The Green Mountain Club and the National Forest 
Service maintain about 66 shelters on the Long Trail 
System. For over two years the GMC has had an Adopt
a-Shelter Program designed to try and get more people 
involved in shelter care and maintenance. At the present 
time 20 of these shelters are "adopted." Since the start 
of the program a number of dedicated individuals have 
done a fine job helping the GMC to maintain the shelters 
and remove many of the can dumps. 

Basically an "adopter" agrees to make periodic inspec
tion trips, doing routine housekeeping chore , such as 
sweeping out the floor; if needed replacing tbe log book; 
keeping the foundation porky proof; packing out any 
rubbish; and reporting on a regular in pection form any 
other repairs that may be .necessary, such as windows, 
doors, stove repair, etc. Thi is mo t important since 
regular maintenance time is often wa ted finding out what 
needs to be done. A copy of the inspection report is 
forwarded to the Section Shelter Chairman. The Section 
still has the primary responsibility for the shelter. All 
shelters should be inspected monthly during the busy sea
son, ie: May thru October. 

Would you like to "adopt" a shelter in your own Sec
tion? If you are an "at large" member and would like to 
take a more active part in helping the GMC maintain its 
shelters, there are many still available. If you are interested 
and would like more information on the Adopt-a-Shelter 
Program, please contact: Peter C. Palen, Box 163, Hur
ley, New York, 12443. 

* * * 

NEW GMC SLIDE PROGRAM AVAILABLE 

One of the major problems of the Green Mountain Club 
is how to handle the increasing number of youth and 
other groups hiking the Long Trail. Often these groups 
are poorly equipped, poorly trained, and have little knowl
edge of the practices that are so important if the Long 
Trail is to be continued as a footpath in the wilderness. 

The new slide program, "Backpacking On The Long 
Trail," is aimed specifically at groups that plan on using 
the LT. Prepared by experienced Scoutmaster Ronald 
Dean of Southboro, Mass. the new program is an excel
lent training tool for Scout troops, school groups, summer 
camps and other organizations that are planning trips 
during the commiog summer. 

Subjects covered in the program include clothing and 
equipJnent needed, food selection and packaging, schedul
ing, bik,ing tips, whaL to look for on the trail, Green 
Mountain biker etiquelle, use of portable stoves, .fire
building, use of helters, carry in- carry out a little 
ecology, and much oa 1he general appreciation of the 
LT and what it provides. 

The program has 89 slides and is accompanied by a 
taped narration recorded on a cassette tape for easy 
handling. The slides come in a carousel reel all ready 
to be shown. Cost for rental of the program is one dollar. 

Arrangements for a showing can he made from the 
following locations: Green Mountain Club, P.O. Box 94, 
Rutland, Vt. 05701; Richard Church, 66 Elmwood St., 
Millbury, Mass. 01527. 
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ing been recognized as the founder, defender, and pro
tector of the Long Trail System, which direction do we 
go? 

After a great deal of work with the Environmental 
Commissions throughout the state, we were pleased with 
our imput in the original Land Capability plan as presented 
to the Governor in November and sent to every resident 
in the state. The following is the portion of the plan which 
directly concerns the GMC: 

3. Recreational Trails-

The Long Trail and the Vermont portion of the 
Appalachian Trail are historic recreational resources 
that continue to provide high quality recreational 
and educational experience for Vermonters and 
visitors alike. These trails, together with the as
sociated access and side trails, are valuable because 
of the hiking experience they afford through largely 
undeveloped terrain, much of it along the ridges 
of the Green Mountains. The essential wilderness 
or wilderness-like qualities of these trail systems 
have in recent years been jeopardized or even 
destroyed altogether by development activity. 

It is the policy of the State of Vermont to en
courage uses of land containing important trail cor
ridors that will most contribute to the essential scenic 
and wilderness-like qualities of these corridors. 

(a) It is the policy of the State of Vermont to 
encourage the Green Mountain Club, recog
nized as the founder, sponsor, defender, and 
protector of the Long Trail System, to con
tinue to develop satisfactory understandings 
and arrangements with landowners to insure 
the continued value of the trail system. 

It is recognized by the State of Vermont that the 
Long Trail and Appalachian Trail Systems are in
creasingly threatened by damage through overuse. 
Further it is recognized that there exist other foot 
trails, less well known outside Vermont, that provide 
recreational experience similar to the Long Trail 
itself. 

(b) It is the policy of the State of Vermont to 
encourage and help assure the protection of 
hiking trails of high recreational value and 
popularity or potential popularity so that the 
expanding need for places for hiking in scenic 
or wilderness-like settings may be met with
out resorting to manipulation or alteration of 
established trails or existing physical con
ditions. 

However, after much editing and amending by the 
legislature, it appears that no plan will be approved this 
year. As the Land Capability Plan was being revised, it 
was recommended by one of the legislators that a new 
resolution be introduced to the legislature which would 
read somewhat as follows: 

Suggested Joint Senate Resolution 

Whereas the Senate and House of Representatives in 
their resolution of 1971 recognized the Green Mountain 
Club as the Founder, sponsor, defender, and protector of 
the Long Trail system for now and future generations. 

Whereas there is a need to support the Green Mountain 
Club in its action to protect the Long Trail System. 

It is hereby resolved: 

1. That the GMC coordinate its effort with those of 
the state and Federal offices covering sections of 
the Trail traversing state and federal lands. 

2. That the GMC take action through voluntary 
agreements to protect the Trail corridor on private 
lands. 
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3. That the GMC work closely with the State Re
gional and local planning commissions on pro
tection of the Trail through Vermont environ
mental laws. 

There was not sufficient time to clear this important 
obligation with the club membership, therefore it was 
decided that we should wait until the next year when we 
hope we would have the club's full support for such 
action. 

Do we want the responsibility of seeking voluntary 
agreements with the 75 private landowners? Should we 
seek protection of the Trail above 2500' under Act 250? 
Do we visit the environmental commissions and local town 
planning groups and seek protection for the Trail from 
this source? The handling of the Trail on state and 
federal land is another issue for consideration . 

In a recent two day meeting with State and Federal 
Officials, we were asked if we would like to assume all 
responsibility for the Long Trail on Government land. 
Apparently reduced budgets make this a logical move. 

Are we ready to plan for maintenance, reconstruction, 
control and education on the Trail to meet State and 
Federal Standards. Do we have the staff, and, of course, 
can we finance this project? 

The entire length of the Appalachian Trail can be funded 
without federal assistance other than that of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, except Vermont. An ex
change of correspondence between Governor Salmon and 
Mr. Gray, Chairman of the Appalachian National Scenic 
Trail Committee, raises the following interesting questions 
concerning the protection of the 39.2 miles of trail on 
private land in Vermont: 

"Will the proposed Vermont Land Control Bill offer 
sufficient protection-this year-to the 39.2 miles of un
protected trail on private lands by its restrictions? Will 
the local trail club assist state personnel in obtaining 
agreements? In the event funds must be sought, has the 
actual value been determined? How likely is it that 
Congress would provide the funds for Vermont, especially 
when 13 other states are prolecli.ng the Appalachian Trail 
in their stale without federal aid?" 

The Green Mountain Club has been the symbol of 
hiking in Vermont for the past 59 years. With the grow
ing number of people on the Trail, we must ask ourselves 
if we are carrying out our re pon ibility to the hiking 
public in communications, guide book, shelters educa
tion, so that the hikers can have a good experience and 
yet not destroy our catural resources. 

More and more pressure is being placed on the club 
to cooperate with other groups. We are also being asked 
for our position on many issues from snow mobile regula
tion, to the Bottle Ban and Senator Aiken's Wild Area 
Bill. 

Are we ready to discuss major issues and reach a de
cision as to the club's position? Do we want the Vermont 
Natural Resources Council or the Sierra Club speaking for 
us? Do we cooperate with the AMC, A TC, Ski Touring 
Association, and others in their programs? 

Last but not least is the financial position of the Club. 
If we decide to do more things we will need more money. 
'Ne should have a lax exempl sta tu · reasonnbly oon, to 
enhance the club's abilily to raise money thru gifts and 
specia l programs and provide the necessary funds to carry 
out well organized pla.o . 

I believe we are capable of preparing, financing, and 
more important carrying out management plans for the 
Long Trail System to cover protection of the land, main
tenance of the Trail, control of the people, and provide 
the hiking public with a good experience without changing 
materially the unspoiled, unsophisticated and unrestricted 
traditions of the Green Mountain Club. 

GARDINER LANE 
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BENNINGTON SECTION 

Our Annual Meeting took place February 11, preceded 
by a covered-dish supper. Total attendance: 30. New 
officers: Peter Reed Donovan, President; Bob Cornwell, 
Vice President; Hazel Bullock, Treasurer; Juanita Benken
dorfer, Secretary. Trustee: Bob Agard, to finish Sandy 
Morse's unexpired term-in 1974; Armand Lampron
for 2 years (1975). 

We bad an overnight trip to Congdon Camp, the end 
of January, with 4 persons. A snow-shoe hike to Stratton 
Pon.d, end of February, drew 15 persons out. A hike on 
Bald Mt. on Much 10 bad a total of 22. On March 24, 
a hike in the Pine Cobble (Mass.) area brought two mem
bers and 15 Bennington College students. A number of 
students from Amherst (Mass.) were also on the trail. 

As of this writing, our plans are: a hike on Greylock, 
with PVS on April 1. In May-clean-up and work parties; 
and several summer outings. 

JUANITA BENKENDORFER, Reporter 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION 

About 30 people attended the Annual Meeting of the 
Brattleboro Section, held March 23, 1973 in the Meeting 
Room at the Brattleboro Library. 

Frank Dearborn, president, presided at the short busi
ness meeting where it was voted to raise the dues and 
not to become involved in the "Adopt a Shelter Program" 
at the present time. A member who had inspected Swezey 
Camp reported that someone had maliciously removed 
the stove from the cabin and broken it up by heaving 
rocks on it. 

The following officers were elected: President-Frank 
.Dearborn; Vice President-Russell Southworth; Secretary 
-Louise Dunklee; Treasurer-Roger Davis; Trails and 
Shelters Chairman-Brandon Douglas; Program Chair
man-Robert Southworth. 

Slides were shown of the trail from the parent club 
collection and the Dearborn collection. Sugar-on-snow, 
home made doughnuts, pickles and coffee were served 
by Louise Dunklee and committee. 

LOUISE H. DUNKLEE, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION NEWS 

The Burlington Section Annual Meeting featured an 
extremely interesting slide program, "Journey of a Life
time," narrated by Everett Skinner. Mr. and Mrs. Skinner 
described their seven month hike of the Appalachian 
Trail. The meeting, which was attended by 145 people, 
was arranged by Hollie Johnson and held at the Old 
Lantern in Charlotte. A highlight during the social hour 
prior to the dinner was an automatic slide show, compiled 
by Betty Myers and Madeline Miles, which displayed 
slides of GMCers trips to the Grand Canyon, Greece 
and the End-to-End journey of the Spears and Pirkanens. 
New officers elected are: President-Kenn Boyd, Vice
President-Madeline Miles, Secretary-Coralie Magoon, 
Treasurer-John Findholt, Trails Committee Chairmen
John Harrington, Frank Mack, Bill Tennentt, Properties 
-Howard van Benthuysen, Recreation-Hollie Johnson, 
Membership-Charlene Whitcomb, Publicity-Jan Lange, 
Outings-Pirk and Dot Pirkanen, and Trustees-Marion 
Holmes, Harris Abbott, Joe Frank. 

Members of the Burlington Section were saddened by 
the death of Anne Clark, former membership chairman. 
In her memory, members have established a memorial 
and have made individual contributions to the Green 
Mountain Audubon Society's Nature Center, "so that 
those things which she appreciated most can be shared 
by all." 
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Some activities coming up in the next few months are 
a bike hike on Isle La Motte, spelunking in Bristol, a 
canoe trip to Victory Bog, an alpine flower hike on Mt. 
Mansfield, and 2 trips to the Adirondaks. The outing 
chairmen have certainly planned an interesting and busy 
season for us. 

JANICE LANGE, Publicity Chairman 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 

Connecticut Section, Green Mountain Club, held its 
annual meeting in Bloomfield on March, following a buffet 
dinner. The new slate of executives unanimously elected 
follows: 

President George W. Bragdon 
1st Vice President-Trails Herb van Winkelen 
2nd Vice President-Activities Peter G. Dabbs 
Treasurer Richard B. Smith 
Secretary Mildred L. Congdon 
Trustee for three years Griffith L. June 
The business meeting was followed by an excellent slide 

presentation by Mildred Congdon, tracing the entire Long 
Trail, and showing every shelter, many of which are now 
gone. Mildred and Wyma Dale completed their End-to
End too late in 1972 to be in the list recently published 
in the LONG TRAIL NEWS. Alan Mead also showed 
slides of the construction of Kid Gore shelter, from the 
first log to the well-attended dedication during the 1971 
Intersectional. 

LYDIA JUNE, Reporter 

KILLINGTON SECTION 

We added a "first" to our Hike Schedule this year when 
Dave Govatski suggested ski touring on March 3 from 
Mt. Tabor to Little Rock Pond. The snow cover was thin, 
but participants were enthusiastic about scheduling more 
ski tours another year. 

The Section annual meeting, held Jan. 21, brought out 
more people than in the memory of anyone present. High
light was the disturbing information given by John Spencer, 
of Cuttingsville, about proposed high tension lines from 
the atomic plant in Vernon scheduled to pass through 
scenic Clarendon Gorge and suspension bridge near Rte. 
103. It will no longer be scenic. 

The 1973 Intersectional will be hosted by our Section, 
under the direction of Wilbur Weston, and held at Tama
rack Notch-Aitken Forest Camp, in Mendon, from Aug. 
25 to Sept. 3. 

Two of our Section's 7 shelters, Gov. Clement and 
Tucker-Johnson, have been adopted through the Adopt
A-Shelter program. 

As it is felt that the LT has excessive use, the majority 
of the Section's hikes have been scheduled for mountains 
other than in the LT System. However, an overnight work 
party and the annual Spring Cleaning are in the works. 

FRANCES H. ROBERTS, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

This Section arranged three popular moonlight hikes 
in nearby woods and on a golfcourse while the snow still 
lasted. In all more than twenty people showed up to ski 
and snowshoe after work hours. This seems to indicate 
that hikers feel a need to exercise on weekdays, too, not 
just make that big push on week-ends. 

One of the longest "pushes" we made this winter was 
on the Vasa Trail. A party of four skied twelve miles 
from Madonna to Underhill and then some as they missed 
the right turn. The snowshoers did not push as far, but 
quite a bit higher, when they climed Camel's Hump on 
a cold Sunday in February. Perfect visibility on the sum-
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mit was their reward. Several short snowshoe and cr~ss
country hikes were scheduled, too, the most popular bemg 
a family outing to Bea:-er Mead?w Lodge. 

As heavy rainfalls m the middle of March washe~ 
away most of the snow in Central Vermont, our last ski 
touring hike had to be cancelled. Instead, the first canoe 
trip of the year took place. f'.our canoes yaddled down 
Dog River into the W_inoo3k1 to the Middlesex Dam. 
This was two weeks ear her than last year. . . 

Coming up next on our c.alendar: a spnng J2lannmg 
session and the Annual Meetmg of the Montpelier Sec
tion. 

REIDUN D. NUQUIST, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 

Our Annual Meeting wa. March 23rd, expertly con
ducted by our re-elected Pre ident John F. Kirby. Re
elected also are Vice-Presidrnl Charles Russell, Secretary 
Mildred Lubke, Vt. Trustee Ira Ellis. Newly elected are 
Treasurer Edward Bruns, N.Y. Trustee Rita Ropes; new
ly appointed, Weekend Outing Ch~irman Am~ Ashwo.rth. 
Received, a terrific Bulletin covenng the penod Apnl 1 
thru July 1. Congratulations to Schedulers George and 
Althea Thornton, Claire McGee, Warren Bogart, Ruth 
Steidle Jack Corriell, Alida Van Hennik. All 14 week
ends of the quarter have more than one delectable ev~nt 
scheduled 36 events in 14 weekends, every one pulhng 
you right' out of that armchair! , . 

Our newest Trail: Recently added to our club s hst of 
trails to maintain is the "Shawangunk Cut-off," connect
ing the Appalachian Trail in High Point Park with the 
Long Path where it crosses the Shawangunk Range. A 
hike that will include this trail is planned for next fall. 
This will give those who have ear.ned their "NY~NJ 
Trails" patch a chance to catch up .with the ~ew ~e~tion, 
as well as introduce it to anyone mterested m h1kmg a 
new trail. 

Triumphant: Former Main Club and New York Sec
tion President Walter Atwood will be 83 May 3, has been 
three years in a nursing home, address Hilaire Farm 
Nursing Home Hilaire Drive, Huntington 11743, New 
York. He has' been almost completely immobilized by 
successive strokes has had one leg amputated. He gets 
taken on airplan~ trips by his son Sherman and a pilot 
friend was flown to his old home at Cape Cod last sum
mer f~r three weeks, hopes to go for a helicopter ride 
this spring! He is taking great interest in a Sierra Club 
book about the ascent of Mt. Everest which Sherman is 
reading to him! He would like to hear from all his old 
friends. . 

Hike Leader Marian West writes beautiful poems, their 
settings within our own hiking. loca.le, deli~ately illustr.a-t
ing them with woodland motifs, .1s s.tartmg to .receive 
some recognition for them. Herewith 1s a charmmg ex
ample. 

EDNA M. ROHRBAUGH, Reporter 

MIGRATION 

Upon a jutting crag with mosses fringed, . 
Where stunted trees from many gales have cringed, 
Day dreaming in the sun, we idly gaze 
At distant mountains almost lost in haze. 
Then in the air there swells a weird, wild song, 
Like muted trumpets or a clamoring throng. 
With awe and wonder our eyes search the sky, 
And high above, in vast vees winging by, 
Great northland geese like arrows pierce through space. 
Long necks outstretch, wings beat in rhythmic grace, 
As by sky paths that give no guiding clue, 
They fly beyond, to their far rendezvous. 

MARIAN WEST 
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PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

The Pioneer Valley Section re-elected Bob Bouc~er 
President for another year, at their 7th Annual Meetmg 
in February. Elected Vice-President was Bill MacArthur, 
who is also our Trails and Shelter Chairman, and Anne 
Boucher as Secretary, with Gil Myrick as Treasurer. 
Mason Ingram is our new Activities Chairman. and has 
also taken on the job as Editor of a new bulletin, .called, 
"Trail Windings," which will _be published ~even t_1mes a 
year. This bulletin will contam current topics of. mterest 
on conservation, along with other related subjects, as 
well as hike dates and information. For information of 
our activities and this new bulletin, Mason may be con
tacted at his home address of 15 Helen Circle, East Long
meadow, Mass. 01028, telephone (413) 525-7177. 

GMC President GEORGE PEARLSTEIN was guest 
at our meeting and gave us an excellent and complete up
dating of Trail News. Edith Libby made us all want to 
visit Switzerland with her excellent slides of that country. 
She also had slides of a trip to the Grand Tetons in 
Wyoming, which were also very good. 

A clam chowder feed, an overnight back-pack trip arid 
many day hikes, have kept PVS members busy during _the 
winter monthts, also quite a few members f<;iund the time 
to attend the 56th Annual New England Trail Conference, 
held during March in Northampton, Mass. More hikes are 
in the offing for Spring, with work parties already 
scheduled for May to prepare our section of trail for the 
onslaught of hikers who will be out in force to hike and 
to enjoy the Long Trail, with the coming of good weather. 

EDNA WILLIAMS, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

It's been a quiet winter for the Sterling Section. One 
of a series of planned snowshoe hikes was rained out 
but a successful one was held to Smuggler's Notch on 
March 24. Everybody else besides ourselves was doing 
their thing. A couple of parties were climbing over the 
ice and snow up the Bear Pond Trail on Mt. Mansfield, 
the "steepest half-mile of trail in Vermont," according 
to the Long Trail Guidebook. There were some snow
mobiles, of course, but get this: two parties in four-wheel
drive vehicles drove up into the Notch from the Cam
bridge side over the top of the three or four feet of snow 
still remaining on the unplowed Notch road (Vermont 
108). Ah, civilization! 

BOB HAGERMA~, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 

Worcester Section's 50th anniversary sugaring-off party 
was enjoyed by 127! Several day hikes (sn?w-shoe hikes 
without snow) and one popular week-end tnp to the new
ly reconstructed cozy Green Mountain ~ouse in West 
Wardsboro have kepl members busy during the last 2 
months. Spring, with an increased canoeing program, new 
areas for biking, as well as the old {avorites, plus our re
locating (off roads and timber company logging roads) 
of our section of the Long Trail will occupy us soon. 

New members (including family groups) bring vitality 
and new ideas so we should keep lively. 

ANNE HUMES, Reporter 

IF YOU CAN CARRY IT IN FULL, 

YOU CAN CARRY IT OUT EMPTY. 

DON'T BE A LITTERBUG! 
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LETTERS 

The Editor 
Green Mountain Club 
P.O. Box 94 
Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Dear Editor: 

1400 North 12th Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 
March 10, 1973 

I am writing to comment on the letter by Stephen 
Moore in the Long Trail News, February 1973. I fully 
share Moore's concern of the basic incompatibility of 
mines and mineral exploration with wilderness areas, and 
of the slow pace whereby areas are being added to the 
National Wilderness System, especially seeing that less 
than two years remain before the 10-year limit for the 
classification of land under the Wilderness Act of 1964 
will be reached. In the latter regard, we should all write 
to our Senators and Congressmen and urge them to work 
harder to get areas under the Act; we should also write 
to the heads of various Federal bureaus to submit can
didate areas to Congress without further delay. 

I am concerned about Moore's repeated use of the ex
pression "virgin lands" as if that is a requirement for pro
tection under the Wilderness Act. This is not so. I quote 
from the Act: a wilderness is "an area where the earth 
and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where 
man himself is a visitor ... " an area "of undeveloped 
Federal land retaining its primeval character and influence, 
without permanent improvements or human habitation ... 
generally [appearing] to have been affected primarily by 
the force of nature, with the imprint of man's work 
substantially unnoticeable." The concept of purity is not 
intrinsic to a wilderness area as here defined. The concept 
of purity is being seized upon, for instance by the U.S. 
Forest Service to deny eastern United States (anywhere 
east of the Mississippi) of ANY additional wilderness area 
within the National Forests (the so-called Wild Areas 
East Act and its equivalent now in the 93rd Congress, be
ing cosponsored by our own Senator Aiken yet!). The 
Forest Service's position is being vigorously contested by 
three bills in Congress: S. 316 of Senators Jackson (Wash
ington) and Buckley (New York), and H.R. 1758 (Haley 
of Florida) and H.R. 2420 (Saylor of Pennsylvania), where 
it is pointed out that Congress, not the Forest Service, has 
the authority to determine what areas qualify for wilder
ness protection. 

I write at length because this misconception seems very 
prevalent. It is also a double-edged sword now being used 
against wilderness protection. It would not take much to 
extend the doctrine of purity, as formulated by the Forest 
Service, to say much of the areas in western United States 
do not qualify for wilderness designation either. So all of 
us should oppose the Wild Areas East bill because it 
undermines the entire basis for wilderness protection under 
the Act of 1964, on a national scale. 

Sincerely yours, 

E-AN ZEN 

TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES, 

LEA VE NOTHING BUT FOOTPRINTS. 
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TRAIL COMPANIONS WANTED 

Plan to hike the LONG TRAIL for 5-7 days, starting 
the third week in August at the Massachusetts border. Am 
25 years old, have two-three years hiking experience and 
will hike at a slow pace. If interested, please contact 
Nicholas Linsalata, 368 Waldo St., Copiague, N.Y. 11726. 

Am in the process of planning a hike on the entire 
APPALACHIAN TRAIL. Am 18 years old, an experi
enced hiker and in need of a hiking companion. If in
terested, please contact Krisanne Rice, R.F.D. #2, Stowe, 
Vt. 05672. 

Young man 26, desires companion to hike LONG 
TRAIL END-TO-END in July or August. Please contact 
D. Guild, 73 Langley Rd., Boston, Mass. 02135. 

BACKPACKER MAGAZINE 

Backpacker is a new quarterly publication for back
packers which is edited, written and photographed by back
packers. In addition to articles on backpacking itself-the 
how, who, where, when, and why of it-Backpacker will 
carry a wide variety of fascinating features on equipment 
evaluation; nature photography; bird watching; rock 
climbing; mountaineering; fern, flower, tree, track and 
moss study; painting and sketching; and mushrooming. 

According to the advertisement, Backpacker will be 
offered to known backpackers only and is not intended 
to encourage more people to go out on the trails. Their 
mission is to discuss ways that the backpackers who love 
the wilderness, don't love it to death. Some back country 
or wilderness areas have been so seriously threatened that 
sections have already been closed or are being rationed. 
Backpackers themselves are endangering the delicate eco
logical balance in areas where just too many are going. 
Litter and waste disposal is another big problem. (We 
GMCers are well aware of these problems on our own 
Long Trail.) 

If Backpacker can succeed in its mission to instil a new 
back country ethic, it will be well worth our support. Not 
available at newstands or bookstores, Backpacker will be 
offered at select equipment stores at $2.50 for a single 
issue. The charter subscription rates are $6.00 for 1 year; 
$10.00 for 2 years; and $12.00 for 3 years. Add $1.50 
to charter price if you do not send money with your order 
but request billing after the first issue (March 197 3). The 
publisher is Backpacker, Inc., 28 West 44th Street, New 
York, N.Y. 10036. 

The Long Trail News 


