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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

For years the Green Mountain Club has effectively 
played an important role in providing hiking opportunities 
in the mountains. As more and more people enjoy the 
mount<lios and seek the quietness and beauty of the wild-
1.and environment by hiking the trails, the GMC nm. l 
a ume a strong and firm leadership rol.e in protecting 
the unique Long Trai l Sy tem and it· environment and in 
promoting wise use of the mountain . 

A significant tep in treogtheLJing this leadersmp role 
has been tak n with the pa age this spri11g of a resolution 
regarding the GM and biking trails. We are indebted to 
Alan Hows.moo Sterling Section and David Ot i , Legisla
tive Chairman for their ph1noing and as i. rnnce in the 
preparation of this resolution for the Club. 

The resolution recognizes the Long Trail as an important 
and valuable recreational resource for the people of Ver
mont and our many visitors. It also acknowledges that 
there are threats to the character and continued existence 
of the Long Trail: overuse and misuse of some of the trails, 
shelters and mountain environment; and growing economic 
pressures which could adversely affect the route and natural 
environment of the Trail. 

Further, it recognizes the Club as lhe appropriate group 
to st11dy trail matters a11d be entrusted with the re pon ibil
ily for leadership in developing policie and coordinating 
efforts for lhe preservation, main tenance and proper use of 
hiking tra ils. The lub is specifically asked to contin.ue 
, tudies regarding trail matters and recommend to !he 
General Assembly such action as it deems necessary to 
ensure the preservation and proper use of the Long Trail 
and other hiking trails in Vermont, including the· Appala
chian Trail. 

The Green Mountain Club has the experience and po
tential to undertake this important responsibility. However, 
it means many must devote much time, thought and effort 
within the next months to evaluating the trail situation. 
Vermont's recent environmental legislation offers consider
able protection for the trail. Its effectiveness, however, lies 
in implementation-GMC'ers can and must take an active 
role by being alert to problems and providing pertinent 
information regarding the mountain areas to the environ
mental commissions when and as appropriate. The possibil
ity of acquiring easements should be considered. Possibly 
specific trail legislation may be necessary. 

One of the real threats to the trail is overuse and misuse. 
A careful study of the present and long range demands on 
the trail is essential. Can the trail, mostly along fragile 
higher elevations, take increasingly heavy use-areas like 
Mansfield, Camel's Hump and Killington? Will the time 
come when overnight use of shelters must be definitely 
limited-limited in numbers like Tuckerman's Ravine, with 
reservations required through the Club? Can the environ
ment immediately surrounding shf lters stand an unlimited 

ANNUAL MEETING 1971 

SATURDAY, MAY 29, 1971 

WEATHERSFIELD CENTER MEETING HOUSE 

Program in brief: 

9:00 a.m.-Coffee and doughnuts. Registration. 
SW AP SHOP-Dick Metcalfe will be on 
hand to assist with the popular Swap Shop. 
So bring your used but still useable camp
ing and sporting gear for quick sale or trade. 

10:00 a.m.-Business Meeting. The By-Law changes to 
be voted on were published in the February 
News. 

12:30 p.m.-Buffet Lunch. (Buy ticket when you register.) 
2:00 p.m.-Business Meeting continued. 
4:00 p.m. or earlier-Trustees' Meeting 

Walk on historic Tevolutionary trail. 
6:00 p.m.-Dinner by reservation only. 
8:00 p.m.-Evening Program 

The 1971 Annua l Meeting of the Club will be held on 
May 29 in the Weathersfield Center Meeting Bou e, begin
ning a1 I 0 a.m., for the tran action of necessary Club bu i
ness and for the enjoyment of members and friends. 

Directions: 
The meeting place is a celebrated 150 year old building 

of great beauty, located on a road running north from 
Springfield, Vt. (at the A & P to be exact) lo Vermont 
Highway 131 betwee·n Ascutney and Amsden. The closest 
interchange on Inter tate 91 is o. which i at Vermont 
131. The turn south to Weathersfield Center is almost 
exactly two miles from this interchange. Look for the 
GMC signs at the turn. 

Camping Areas: 
Ascutney State Park will be the "official" campsite for 

GMC'ers attending the meeting, but other camping facilities 
are available at Wilgus State Park and at the Crown Point 
Campground in Perkinsville, which is privately owned. 
All are within 10 miles of Weathersfield Center. 

Food: 
Food will be provided on the day of the meeting as 

follows: 

Coffee and doughnuts at 9:00 a.m. Cost 25¢. 
Buffet lunch at 12:30 p.m. Cost $1.25. 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. Cost $2.00. 

Please note that dinner is by reservation which can be 
made up to noon on the day of the meeting, or by writing 
to G. L. Kammerer, 43 Parsons Drive, Hempstead, N.Y. 
11550 if you plan to reach the meeting after noon. 
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number of tenting camper. '? Or wil l it be best to erect a few 
platform l prevent compactiou of soil. and vegetation 
in the area? If camping is limited on the trail , where can 
the biker camp? Are graded trail the answer lo everely 
eroded areas? The c are ·ome of the que tions we must 
con ider within the next few months as we develop a 
program for use of the trnit. 

A workshop for GMC trnil and helter committee and 
cooperating agencie i being held the first weekend in May. 
Th primary ob jective i to pli111 and coordinate ur 
maintenance pr gram for the sunrn1cr- a united effort to 
remove dump , improve water and uth use facilities, 
utilize an expanded caretaker program mo t effectively, 
pl<m for tali Lies tudy, etc. However, a longer range view 
of future trail. use problems wi ll al be taken. Perhap 
imilar weekend workshops, ac minimal charge to partici

pants, will be worthwhile and indeed necessary. 

SHIRLEY STRONG 

THE NEED FOR A CONSULTANT-NOW 

The Green Mountain Club, Inc., has done a commend
able job for many yeitr u ing volunteer help for the most 
part. Times <u·c changing. There is much more usage of 
the Trail, environmental deterioration, and land ownersh ip 
complication . There is need for legi lative accion and tritil 
agreements. We are unable to remain a mall, contained 
club, happily maintaining our trails and shelters. We must 
get jnvolved with major problems- like il or not- if the 
Long Trail System is going to survive. 

Important projects are already underway which require 
much more attention now than volunteer help can pro
vide. These include the legislature joint resolution, com
pletion of our land ownership maps, review of present 
legislation and trail agreements, study of possible future 
trail legislation prepantion o a manual of procedure 
trail standards and shelters and the tax tatus of the Club. 

Some of these items are "one shot" in nature; some will 
be with us .for a long time. It was felt that a "catalyst" was 
needed to secure more volunteers and to help spearhead 
the projects. 

We proposed that Shirley Strong who was available be 
contracted with as a consultant to work on specified projects 
for the Club approximately three days weekly between 
March 1 and July 31. After considerable discussion, the 
Trustees voted to contract with Shirley as a consultant. 

We are certain that much will be accomplished in this 
short period of time and this emergency will prove to be 
an excellent investment. We are confident that Miss Strong's 
final report to the Club on her activities as consultant will 
demonstrate that "the price was right." 

DANE SHORTSLEEVE 

ADOPT A SHELTER PROGRAM 

As of this date, 15 of the approximately 62 shelters on 
the Long Trail System have been "adopted." Thus many 
shelters are still available for "adoption," and adopters are 
especially needed for the North end of the Long Trail. If 
you are interested in this program, as outlined in the 
December issue of News, please contact our Special 
Projects Committee Chairman, 
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DONALD M. WALLACE 
Mech. Engr's. Dept. 
Norwich University 
Northfield, Vermont 05663 
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Sunday, May 30: 

Another important item of food is the breakfast to be 
served at Ascutney State Park on Sunday morning the 30th 
by the Connecticut Section. 

Remember thi is a three day weekend. There will be 
hikes n Sundity in the vicinity of the meeting, but you 
might wam to u ·e the Long Trail itself for hiking or work
ing on Sunday or M ndny. 

In any ca e J Ian lo be on hand for the activities and 
sociability. Questions may be directed to Granget Kam
merer as above, or by telephone at 516-481-4 794. 

SNOWMOBILE AND ATV LEGISLATION 

Restrictive legi lation for the operation of 11.owmobiles 
and ATU' in Vermont has been a key enviroome.otal issue 
this legi. lative session. The Green Mountain Club endorsed 
one bi ll and urged trengthening another bill at hearing 
held by both Senate and House Committees. 

-55, Lhe bill eodor ed by the Club, would regulate the 
use of off-road vehicles uch a trailbike and ATV's (All 
Terrain Vehicles) and would, among other provi ion , 
restrict their operation to private property with written per
mission of the land owner, or on public trails specifically 
designated for such use by the Agency of Environmental 
Con ervation. The gency would be authorized to desig
nate such trail only when it mighl find that "natural, fish 
and wildlife and other recreational aesthetic and public 
values ' would not be affected. Presidenl Shirley Strong 
testified on behalf of the bill and said in conclusion, "The 
Club strongly upports the provisions of tbis bill." At thi 
writing (Ma.rch 26) the bill was sti ll in the Senate Natural 
Resources Committee. With strong support for such legi -
lation, there is little doubt but what this will be passed. 

S-63 the bill that the Club urged be strengthened, would 
tighten up on the present laws governing nowmobilc . It 
would impo e no.ise Limits (not to exceed 82 decibels on tbe 
A scale at 50 feet) by September 1972 and would authorize 
the Department of Public Safety to establi h lower noise 
limits after September 1973. Thi bill would al o prohibit 
operation of snowmobiles on trail and other areas of public 
lands designated by the Agency of Environmental Con
serva tion and po led accordingly, or on private lands that 
have been po ted a. closed to snowmobiles. President 
Shfrley Strong urged that these provi ion be made more 
restrictive· specifically, that snowmobile u e be prohibited 
exccpl on public land posted to permit uch use and on 
private land witb the permi sion of tbe land owner. She 
also urged that more adequate publicity be provided aboul 
area on public lands clo ·ed to nowmobile operation, to 
i11clude new ·paper publicity, published maps aud pamph
let etc. This bill has good prospects for pa sage probably 
in clo. e to its form a originally introduced. An amendment 
to prohibit operation on private lands except with the per
mi · ion of the land owner, though strongly supported by 
conservationi ts, wa defeated in the Senate. 

In addition, a resolution bas been introduced calling for 
a tudy committee to consider all matter concerning snow
mobiles and other off-road vehicles, and especially an in
depth study of the trespass laws. Its report woud be due 
in the fall. 

At least twenty other bills of special interest to Green 
Mountain Club members have been introduced. These 
include bills concerned with conservation, pollution, farm 
and forest land taxation, stream flow alteration, endangered 
species of wildlife and plants, non-returnable cans and 
bottles, roadside camping, marine toilets, etc. 

DA VE OTIS, Chairman 
Legislation Committee 

The Long Trail News 
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INTERSECTIONAL 1971 

Dates: Sat., Aug. 28 thru Sept. 6 Labor Day 
Location: Camp Ondawa, Bennington Co. 4H Camp 

Sunderland, Vt. (off Route 7, south of Manchester) 
Bring your usual camping gear. There will be limited 

cabins and dormitory space, but lots of level ground for 
tents and trailers. A nice location in a secluded pine grove 
not far from Route 7. 

Several day hikes are planned. We will have trips that 
will cover the Long Trail from the Vt.-Mass. line to Ver
mont Route 140. In addition to these hikes we have planned 
a back-pack trip and some "exploring" trips. Volunteer 
hike leaders are needed! In addition to our Saturday square 
dances there will be campfire programs and two "com
munity" suppers. 

New Programs 

New at the INTERSECTIONAL this year will be a 
series of educational seminars and workshops pertaining 
to the Trail and the Green Mountain Club. Briefly these 
are the programs: 
Trail Signs-Leader: Dick Metcalfe, Trails & Shelters 
Comm. 

A full discussion of the various types of signs used by 
our sections of the Long Trail. We will have a full-scale 
sign shop in operation where those interested may try 
their hand at this fine art. 

Map & Compass-Leader: Mason Ingraham, Pioneer Val
ley Section. 

A basic course designed to help each one of us get more 
from our map reading. The U.S.G.S. maps will be fully 
discussed, with maps in many scales involved. Prevent 
a possible disaster in the woods by becoming an expert 
with Map and Compass. 

Outlying Trails and Mountains-Leader: George Pearl
stein. 

This program is designed to put the focus on many of 
our lesser used trails and outlying mountains not con
nected directly to the Long Trail. We should all be aware 
of these trails and how we can best help to develop their 
use. 

Hike Leadership-Leader: to be announced. 
Day hikes, overnight back-pack trips and other group 
trips will be discussed. It has been said that any trip 
is only as good as it's leader. What happens when some 
member of the group becomes sick, injured or otherwise 
disabled? What happens when someone gets lost? How 
do you qualify someone for a difficult trip? Lets get 
together and see how many difficult situations might 
arise on a trip and how they might be best handled. 
Section coordinators will have a complete copy of the 

Intersectional Program shortly. 

ALAN MEAD, Chairman 

MANSFIELD MAP AVAILABLE 

For the last few years a real interest has been expressed 
by the public for a map of the trails on Mt. Mansfield. In 
view of this and the GMC's role in providing maps and 
trail information re. the mountains, a trail map of Mt. 
Mansfield and Vicinity will be added to the Club's list of 
publications this year. 

The map is not intended to promote more use of the 
mountain as such, but rather to fulfill a need and to take 
the opportunity to promote better use of this popular area. 
It will be essentially the same as the one in the Guidebook 
but on water repellant paper. Trails will be coded as to 
difficulty and a text will stress proper use of this area as 
well as the fragile ecology of the mountain. 

This map will be available from the GMC Office, as well 
as bookstores, and various locations in the Stowe area 
early this summer. Cost: 50¢. 

May 1971 

RESOLUTION RE: GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB AND 
HIKING TRAILS 

This spring the Vermont Legislature passed the follow
ing joint resolution (J. R. S. 22) regarding the Green 
Mountain Club and hiking trails in Vermont. The resolu
tion, proposed by the Club, was sponsored in the Senate 
by Senators Gibb, Doyle, Partridge, Newell and Jones, 
the first three of whom are GMC members. 

Its passage recognizes the GMC's leadership role and 
represents a significant step in the Club's efforts to ensure 
the preservation and proper use of the Long Trail and 
other hiking trails in Vermont, including the Appalachian 
Trail. 

J. R. S. 22 
Whereas, the Green Mountains constitute a most char

acteristic natural feature of our state, and 
Whereas, the Green Mountains in themselves afford the 

inspiration for the naming of Vermont, and 
Whereas, the Green Mountains are symbolic of the 

strength, beauty and integrity of our natural environment, 
and 

Whereas, the Green Mountain Club was founded in 
1910 by well-revered Jim Taylor for the purpose of "mak
ing the mountains play a larger part in the lives of the 
people," and 

Whereas, the Green Mountain Club has continuously 
and effectively carried out its stated purpose by pioneering, 
developing, maintaining and protecting the famous Long 
Trail as a "foot path in the Wilderness" along the crest of 
these mountains from Massachusetts to Canada and has 
augmented this with an extensive system of side trails, and 

Whereas, the continued existence of the Long Trail 
system and the preservation of its usefulness, beauty and 
natural character is threatened by the rapid encroachment 
of residential, commercial and business activity, now 
therefore be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives: 
That the Green Mountain Club be recognized by the 

General Assembly as the founder, sponsor, defender and 
protector of the Long Trail system for now and future 
generations to come, and be it further 

Resolved: That the Green Mountain Club be entrusted 
with the responsibility for leadership in developing policies 
and coordinating efforts of its members and other similar 
organizations and individuals equally concerned with the 
preservation, maintenance and proper use of hiking trails 
for the benefit of the people of Vermont, and be it further 

Resolved: That the Green Mountain Club be requested 
to conduct a continuing study of all matters pertaining to 
hiking trails and that the club report to the General As
sembly such action as it deems may be required to insure 
the preservation, maintenance and proper use of the Long 
Trail system and other similar hiking trails with due regard 
for the rights and interests of land owners over whose 
lands the various trails may pass, and be it further 

Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be forwarded 
by the Secretary of State to the President of the Green 
Mountain Club, Inc., Rutland, Vermont. 

NEW SLIDE SHOW READY 

Thanks to the wonderful help of GMC'ers too numerous 
to mention individually, the new slide show is ready for use. 
It is titled simply HIKING IN VERMONT. The lure of 
the trail is still there but with a conservation slant. It may 
be used with the script keyed to slide changes, as with the 
previous show, or with reel-to-reel or cassette tapes. The 
slide collection of End-to-End on the Long Trail is also 
available. For more information or for requesting the use 
of either show, please contact Betty Myers, 29 Mansfield 
Ave., Burlington, Vt. 05401. 
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SUMMARY OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS 

Action taken by the Trustees at recent meetings and not 
covered elsewhere in the News is briefly described below. 

February 6, 1971 Trustees' Meeting 

The trustees rescinded their action taken at the October 
3, 1970, meeting relative to establishing an "executive com
mittee." fo lieu of this, President trong appoi nted an 
advi ory committee con ·j 'ting of the five trail up rvi or , 
Granget Kammerer, Bob Attenborough, George Pearlstei.n, 

.ick Metcalf, Rod Rice, Dou Wallace and Dane hort
Jceve. The advisory con11nince will as ·i t her in making 

deci ion on GMC bu ine.s between trustees' meetings. 
The trustees voted to renew the agreement with the 

HO\vard aliona! Bank of Burlington Vt. for the handling 
of the Lru l fund . The trustee gave Cull authority to the 
bank for handling the portfolio but tipulated that either 
party could cancel the agreement oo a thirty day notice 
and that there woul I be no cancellation fee. 

Because of the . everal important projects no\ underway 
by lhe GMC tha t need .full time attention, it was decided 
to contract with hirley Strong a · a coo ultant to work 
approximately three days a week for the period March 
I Lo Ju ly 31. She will receive a compensation of $2 100 
including services transportation, postage and telephone. 
She will be working on the joint IC. olution, complelioo of 
land ow.nersbip maps, review of legislation, preparing a 
manual of procedures trail agreements and trai l and 
shelter projects. 

In order to learn more about what the members-at-large 
think abo'Ul long range objectives of the GMC, it was voted 
to ·eud out a urvey form to them with their renewal notice. 

A contribution of $500 was approved for the work of the 
Green Mountain Profile Committee. 

The 15 000 'Shon Hikes on the Long Trail" folders 
publi hed February 1970 have been used up and it was 
voted to re-publish tbi folder in e" entially the same format 
as the last lime. The new edition will include more emphasis 
on proper use of the trails. 

President Shirley Strong is pictured hard at work at the March 27, 1971 
Trustees' meeting in Rutland where she was presented with her End·to

End Certificate. 

With Shirley is George Pearlstein, Chairman of the Guide Book Com· 
mittee, reporting that the new long Trail Guide Book will be available 

in May at a cost of $3.00. Get your copy at the Annual Meeting. 

March 27, 1971 Trustees' Meeting 
The trustees voted to increase the order for the Long 

Trail Guidebook from 8,000 to 10,000. This decision was 
made because there are already orders for about 2,000 of 
the new edition and the trustees would like to have a 
supply that would last at least two years. 
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Upon request of the Burlington Section the trustees voted 
to publish a separate map of the trails on Mt. Mansfield as 
one of the services of the Club. It was felt that there was 
a definite need for such a map and that if the MC did 
not publish it someone el c would. In addition to the map 
showing the trails coded for difficulty there will be a text 
included that will explain th fragile ecology o( the moun
tain and how hiker can help to maintain tbi ecology. 
Bv having this text lhe map will also erve as a useful 
educational too.I. The map wi.Il be printed on a good quality 
w~lter repel lent paper and will ell for fifty cents. There will 
be an initial priming of 5,000 . 

Much of the meeting was devoted to hearing report · 
rrom people resp nsible for t·he various trails and shelters 
programs and di ·cussing how the lub can maintain g od 
facilities in the face of increasing use. he di cu sion in
cluded dump problem., caretakers for the ummer, the 
Long Trail Palrol the "Adopt a Shel.ter" program, trail re
location and a report r a pecial committee studying the 
summit of Mt. Man field. Pre ideot Strong announced a 
pecial worksh p meeting on May I and 2 that will be 

devoted entirely to trail and heller problem . 
Consultant Shirley Strong gave a report of her accom

pli hment for the first three weeks under her contract. A 
detailed report will b made at the conclu ion of the 
contract. 

Publicity Chairman, George Plumb distributed copies 
of the Publicity Committee· planned program. The com
mittee has developed a one year schedule of monthly re
lea e to help inf rm the public about the work of the 
GMC. He also announced that the new slide program with 
a taped narration will be available in April. 

The trustees devoted a considerable amount of time con
sidering the many needs of the GMC and how these need 
are to be reflected in the budget. They gave tentative ap
proval to a budge calling for expcoses of $'19,920. Adjust
ment and final approval will be made at the May meeting. 

President Str ag announced that she had appointed 
George Pearlstein to serve as chairman of the Nominatin.I! 
Committee. Mem er of the committee are Arthur Koerber 
and David Otis. 

GEORGE PLUMB, Clerk 

TRAILS AND SHELTERS REPORT 

Before long, (by July I st) the record nows will have 
left us and the 1971 hiking eason will be underway. 

Each year we arc experiencing more and more usage of 
the Trail and our helters. The increased traffic will result 
in a heavier work load in maintenance. 

A survey conducted this winter of our shelters indicated 
the following: 

14 Shelters need major repairs 
(all probably need minor repairs and upkeep) 

14 outhouses require work 
10 new outhouses are needed 
7 stoves need repair or replacing 

40 dumps need carrying out 
11 water supplies need improving or a better source 

In addition to the above, we have several major trail 
relocations plus the usual blow-downs and trail main
tenance. 

Problem-Who is going to do this work? The Long 
Trail Patrol; The U.S. Forest Service; The State of Ver
mont Forests and Parks; The various sections of the Club; 
The Members-at-Large and other organizations and friends 
of the Club; including landowners. All of the aforemen
tioned will assist in our mission. '.However, the key persons 
are the members of the Club and that narrows it down to 
YOU. 

We need your help! 

DANE SHORTSLEEVE, Chairman 
Trails and Shelters Committee 

The Long Trail News 



BENNINGTON SECTION 

The Bennington Section held its annual meeting on 
Saturday, March 20 at the Congregational Church. There 
was a good attendance-about 50, including many school 
age members. 

After a bountiful supper, Bob Santway called the meet
ing to order. Among those present were Shirley Strong and 
Bob Attenborough, both of whom gave good talks. Officers 
elected were President, Bob Agard; Vice Pres., Sandy 
Morse; Sec., Grace Smith, and Treas., Hazel Bullock. 

After the business meeting, we were given an excellent 
talk on Federal Forest Policies and Work by Alfred John
son, Forest Ranger with headquarters in Manchester. He 
also answered many questions. 

We hope in the future to have more get-togethers for 
meals to give us a chance to get better acquainted. 

MARION HARDY, Reporter 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION 

The Brattleboro Section held its annual meeting on Feb. 
4, in the Meeting Room of the Brooks Free Library. 
Dessert and coffee served by Ann Davis and committee 
preceded the meeting. 

Rexford oleman pre ided at the bu iness meeting. 
Brandon Dougla reported that besides cl.earing trail as 
usual, his committee lead a work group ia clearing a trail 
relocation betwee.n Spruce Peak aDd Route 11 & 30. The 
International Paper o. had requested such a relocation 
since they do not want hiker on their logging road. 
during loggiDg operation in the next few year . 

The club voted to reject Don Wallace's proposal lor a 
couple to take over the care of Bromley Camp at club 
expense. 

The following officers were elected: President, Frank 
Dearborn; Vice Pres., Arthur Westing; Sec., Louise H. 
Dunklee; Treas., Roger Davis. 

After the business meeting, Arthur Westing showed 
slides of Cambodia and South Vietnam which he took last 
summer while there studying the effect of defoilation by 
chemicals used in the war against North Vietnam. 

A sugar party i going lo be held when winter stops 
sending us snow every two or three days. Vermont has 
sure been nowed in thi year. I hope people will stop 
thinking snow and think spring. 

LOUISE H. DUNKLEE, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION 

Officer · elected at the Burlington Section annual meet
ing January 16 were ewell Briggs, pre iclent ; Kenneth 
Boyd, vice presiclenl; Marion Holmes ecretary; and 
.Ronald '.Nemcosky treasurer. Dr. Hubert Vogelmann 
(UVM), Chairman of the Oreell Mountaia Profile Com
mittee, spoke to the group about the ecology of mountain 
areas, describing particularly the delicate balance of natural 
forces slowly established over a long period of time. 

As most of u know too well, it is possible for man to 
alter this balance radically in only a few hours. With this 
in mind, the Bur.lington Section is emphasizing better 
maintenance and proper use of the trails in the heavily 
hiked Mt. Mansfield area. A map of .the area will include 
new regu lations (sec details elsewhere in TN). Bill De
Groot i expanding the trails committee and the caretaker 
program will be continued and enlarged. 

The record snow depth for 1970-71 was no deterrent 
to 1nembers who turned out in good numbers for a variety 
of outings. If anything, the intense cold and deep snow 
were an added challenge. 

Snowshoes or cross-country skis were a "must" for most 
trips. Hikers shared one trail with snowmobilers in an 
atmosphere of, according to one observer, "mutual toler
ance." 

May 1971 

Some trips were picturesque, some gourmet and many, 
fortunately, were both. A brilliant winter sunset lighted 
hikers on their way out from a spaghetti dinner at Bolton 
Lodge. A hike in the Adirondacks followed one of the 
winter's heavy snowstorms with a brook beside the trail 
offering the combined scenic effects of water, snow and 
ice. A hike at Breadloaf explored some of the Robert 
Frost country, including a cabin the poet used, and was 
marred only by the incompatibility of a poodle and a 
Labrador retriever who were also making the trip. 

Late in February eleven hikers bivouacked in Gorham 
Lodge near the summit of Camel's Hump. On a weekend 
backpacking trip in the Adirondacks, a group of ten slept 
in the snow despite below zero temperatures. The follow
ing day they climbed East and South Dix. Four continued 
to hike Hough and Dix while the remainder returned to 
break camp and await the after dark arrival of the others. 

The annual sugar-on-snow party was well attended and 
an excellent opportunity for newcomers to sample a Ver
mont specialty. Members gave high praise to Mr. Pike, who 
demonstrated sugaring, to the scenic beauty of his Stowe 
sugarbush, and to the efficiency of the youth group who 
served the dinner. 

SALLY S. SPEAR, Reporter 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 

The annual meeting of the Connecticut Section was held 
on March 23, with the following slate elected for the 
coming year: President-Bob Poole, 1st V.P.-George 
Bragdon, 2nd V.P.-Herb VanWinkelen, Treasurer-Ben 
Means, Secretary-Glenna Hale. 

Connecticut Section is in the throes of getting building 
materials to the site of the new Kid Gore Shelter they are 
building at the Caughnawaga site on the Long Trail. Last 
fall they felled and peeled the requisite logs for framework 
but still need sawed lumber for bunks, rafters and shingles 
for roofing. This site is so remote that some effort (I might 
say heroic effort) has been made to seek a feasible route 
for the purpose of hauling the material in by snowmobile. 
On February 7 and again on March 20 several members, 
some with snowmobiles, assembled at the site of the former 
town of Somerset, 6V2 miles north of Route 9, along the 
western branch of the Deerfield River. By ferrying the ex
plorers part way in to the site by snow vehicle it was hoped 
the best route to the actual site could be discovered. Two 
attempts have not yet yielded the secret, which may well 
be locked beneath several feet of snow, much more being 
found there in late March than in early February. So the 
matter is still in the hands of Mother Nature, Vermont 
having had an inordinate amount of snow this winter. 

Some energetic members made a safari to Condon Shel
ter to celebrate New Years. Otherwise the Section has 
many plans for trips, both hiking and canoeing, and work 
parties galore, but by the time this news appears, most 
of that will be history. 

There is before the Connecticut Legislature a bill for the 
protection of the section of the AT that is in Connecticut. 
During the public hearing one of our members, who is 
a senior at Kent School, is to be there and indicate the 
GMC's interest in it. 

LYDIA JUNE, Reporter 

KILLINGTON SECTION 

The Killington Section held its annual meeting in Janu
ary and elected Ed Trezsniowski President, Ray Secor Vice 
President, W. Churchill Scott Sect'y-Treas., and Wilbur 
Weston Trustee. 

Herb Ogden has headed a group to write-up a set of 
By-Laws, the first our section has had, to use as a guide 
for future activities. The dues remain at $2.00 and .50¢ 
respectively for adults and students. 

The 1971 hiking schedule is printed and available from 
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Pres. Ed or Sect'y Churchill. The outings range from easy 
to hard, short to long, weekends to the White Mtns. and 
Adirondacks, with a special emphasis on Long Trail hikes 
for an End-to-End Award. 

On Saturday March 27, Tucker Lodge was burned by a 
gro~p of Killington Section members to prevent possible 
accidents and continued misuse of this shelter. It seems 
like losing an old friend to see it gone and there are 
many happy memories of overnight trips, pancake suppers 
and mo l of a ll the moonlight winter hikes there ro hare 
coffee and donuts by the light of the old kero enc lamp 
as we made plan for the coming year. 

July 'I $-25 will be the day of the annual hiker count 
at Cooper Lodge and this year W. C. Scott will be there 
to c.oum the :number of hikers and gather as much infor
mation as possible on their journeys. Anyone wishing to 
help on this survey will be most welcome. Contact W. C. 
Scott, 132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 0570 l. 

As last year our member · will ga ther to assist in "Green 
Up Day.' We will clear litter along Route 4, 103 and 140 
where our ection o( the trai l cro se the main highway. 
On _Satllrday. May 15. we will participate in GMC Day, 
hoping every able b died member will roll up his sleeves 
and contribute a day to working on our shelters and trails. 

Al. o we irrc invited to join the Ascutney Trails Assn. 
for their annual climb and picnic on Saturday May 22. 
See you there! 

KATHY HA YES, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

The SJ?-OW fall on t~e first day of spring this year broke 
the all time record with the season of 1970-1971 having 
a greater fall than the previous record which was made 
in the winter of 1886-1887. (On March 21 the recorded 
depth at the Gauge at the Weather Bureau in Burlington 
Vermont, was 132.2"). D~e to this there has been plenty 
of snow and there still 1s plenty for many good winter 
snow shoe and ski touring hikes. 

This winter this Section has had hikes and 2 cookouts on 
the Long Trail; steak cookout at Wiley Lodge and an 
oyster stew supper in Taylor Lodge. The November hike 
in the ~dirondac~s was changed from a climb up Giant 
Mountam to a hike along the Ausable River due to the 
inclement weather. The winter hike scheduled for a ski 
tour!ng one along the Ausable River was changed to ski 
tourmg at the Trapp F.amily Lodge trails in Stowe, Ver
mont, also due to the kmd of weather. 

All winter the hikes have been well attended with 10 to 
12 persons on each hike. 

LEAH DENTON, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 

Herewith the three inches allowed reporters: Annual 
Meeting Mar. 26, Stouffer's Restaurant NYC, between 60-
70 present. Elected Pres. Fred Rou eau, VP John Kirby 

ecy. Marie Yao Dusen, Trea ·. Paul Brugger, NY Truste~ 
4 yrs.- , Walter . .Bunke, Trustee Vt. for the 2 yrs. Myron 
Mom unexpired term, Ira Ellis. Tru tee Vt. re-elected, 
Don Wa!lace, 3 yrs. A gift announced from Peggy Ann 
Feath~r m memory of her father Burnett Miller, $6,000, 
of which $5,000 for a shelter and $1,000 undesignated. 
Budget adopted $3,665.50. Appointed by Pres., Geo. Barth 
Chmn. Endowment Comm., Chas. Russell Membership 
Chmn., Claire McGee Sunday Walks Chrnn. (All other 
Chmn. continue) Six new Life Members were installed. 

In 1970 Dick Hudson completed the Appalachian Trail 
Maine to Georgia. New members 19 total now 459. Thcn
dara receipts $2,499.20, total attendance I, 29. 4 Dinners, 
atte~dance 190, 23 later for the program. Saturday Ex
cursions, 24, attendance 272. Weekend Outings 11, 118 
attendance. Saturday Walks, 5, attendance 47. Sunday 
Walks 38, attendance 552. 

EDNA M. ROHRBAUGH, Reporter 
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PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

Members of the Pioneer Valley ection took advaoiage 
of the season again this winter with a chedule of frequent 
snowshoe hikes. Thirty-three members and gue t · snow
shoed in to the Boucher s farm in Plainfield, Massachu etts 
for a well-earned meal of delicious clam chowder and 
assorted home-made goodies. Two routes were taken to 
the farm. Those of us who took the longer tour were sur
prised to find food left as Dick Metcalfe, who led the other 
group, arrived before us. 

Our annual hike in to Congdon Camp, a joint hike with 
the Connecticut Section on the Tunxis Trail in Connecticut, 
and hikes in Whately and Tyringham, Massachusetts 
rounded out our recent activities on snowshoes. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Pioneer Valley Section 
was held on February 14. Preceding a buffet supper, E. 
Porter Dickinson led seventeen avid snowshoers over icy 
now on a hike in the Dry Brook Glen area south of Mt. 
Ho}yok~. (l'm told that the brook was far from dry!) 
Th irty- 1x. members and seven guests were entertained 
before the business meeting by William A. Tompkins, of 
the · oresr Park (Springfield) Museum. Mr. Tompkins pre
sented an excellent slide h w of our National Park from 
the viewpoint of the naturalist. (Would you notice the only 
plant who e root nre seated in four talcs? Or the first 
plant in the country lo feel the sun's ray each day?) At the 
busine. meeting report were given on the tru tee' meet
ing nod by the Trails and Shelters Activities and Member-
hip chairmen . Changes in by.-law · were discussed a wa 

participation in local -:.arth Week activities. We will have 
an exhibit at the Springfield Science Mu cum on April l 7 
and 18, highlighting the Long Trail. The following officers 
were all re-elected: President, Peter Grasso· Vice Pre iclent, 
Robert Boucher; Secretary, Dorothy Knight; and Trca urer, 
Elizabeth Ahearn. Assigned by the President were: Activi
ties and Member hip, Dorothy Knight· Trail ' and Shelters, 
William MacArthur· L ng Trail News Reporter, Douglas 
Jame. ; on ervation. Mason Ingram· and Tru tee Richard 
Metcalfe. 

ln his Trails aocl helters report Bill MacArthur outlined 
plan for moving Setb Warner helter away from the 
adjacent wood road to a location aero s the brook and 
closer to the new Long Trail relocation. It is expected that 
the move will be made in early April wheo the now is 
a foot or so deep. with the help of a bulldozer and plenty 
of muscle. 

Member at large and lher hikers are invited l join us 
in our outings and may obtain information about ur ac-
1ivi1ies from our Secretary, Mr . Dorothy Knight 152 
Lucerne Road Springfield, Ma achu etts; telephone (413) 
783-6052 evenings. ome of our future plans include: May 
9-joi.nl hike with Worcester Section in Shenip it Stare 
Park in oonecticut: May 15, 16- Green Mountain lub 
Work Days on the Long Trai l; June 13- joint hike with 
Worcester Section to Redemption Rock and Wachu ett 
Mounta·in · June 26. 27-mountain laurel camping week
end in Southwestern Massachusett ; July I 0- hike on Ta
conic Ridge. 

DOUGLAS JAMES, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

Election of officers, scheduling of two winter outings 
and some remarks on the ever-increasing pressures on Ver
mont's wilderness and The Long Trail in particular high
lighted the Sterling Section's annual meeting held Jan. 21 
in Morrisville. 

Officers elected for 1971 were: president, Robert L. 
Hagerman of Morrisville; vice president, Charles Vile of 
Eden; secretary, Miss Carole Mahony of Morrisville; and 
treasurer, Harold Eaton of Morrisville. Sterling Section 
trustee to the parent GMC elected for a three-year term 
was Miss Wilda Gigee of Hyde Park. 
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Also elected for one-year term were the following chair
men of the section's standing committees: Outings, Harold 
Sweet of Hyde Park; Trail and Shelters, Brent Teillon of 
Morrisville; and Member hip, Richard Sargent of Morris
ville. 

The membership also set a new dues schedule for 1972, 
adopted a constitution for the section and heard reports 
from the several acting officers who had served since the 
September re-organization of the section. 

The meeting concluded with remarks by GMC President 
Shirley Strong on the ever-increasing use of the LT and the 
problems this is creating for upkeep of the trail and its 
various shelters. 

Paid membership in the section now numbers over 40 
and with some of these family memberships the total mem
bership is probably 55 or more. 

Since the meeting, we have had two successful winter 
outings, one to Beaver Meadow Lodge Feb. 7, and the 
other to Smugglers' Notch March 14. In the latter case we 
n;iade a ~endezvous with a group from the Burlington Sec
tion which came up the other side of the Notch. After 
~unch toget~er, mel}lbers of the Sterling gang whooped 
1t up on the1r backsides coming down a lovely snow slide 
on a steep slope which the Burlington group had broken 
out (and in) earlier. 

BOB HAGERMAN, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 

~he V. orccster Section had some great winter and early 
prmg l11ke because the weather cooperated beautifully. 

And, the Worcester Section had some great indoor even.ts 
too, because we like to eat beautifully! 

On March 20 we had OUl' annual Sugarin' Oft al the 
Holden Ba.pti ·t Church in Holden, Mass. Tbe Committee 
did a fine job in gelling the ladies of the Church to put on 
a~ excellent ~orncd ee( and cabbage dinner. Also in the 
kttchen.was Jrm Gree~, our o~n "Sugar King," who boiled 
and boi led whatever 1t was mto a velvety, pure, golden 
syrup--the best ever! The evening was complimented by 
efforts of. ~~ggy Pearson who presented an overview of 
GMC act1v1t!es and other thing of the pa t ten year . It 
wa an evenmg well spent. 

The hikes took many members of the section to a variety 
of places. Among the snowshoe hikes included a hike into 
the woods ?f Douglas (Ma. s.) near the cottage of our 
fe~rle s president Bob Humes; a hike near Quabbin Reser
yo1r by Clyde Gay· a re cheduled hike through the woods 
m Rutland (Mass.) State Park; and a hike near Barre 
Dam by Elsa Johnson. 

There was a non-snowshoeing hike over hill and dale in 
South Uxbridge (Ma. .) l_cd by our fearl.e vice-president. 
He was also re pon 1blc tor the unorganized pot luck sup
per on Va len tine's Day. 

Talk about moonlight hikes- we had one, and it was the 
greate.st! The moonlight hike began shortly after the un
orgamzed pot luck supper. We all ventured out because 
we knew the moon would rise in no time. Well we hiked 
and we hiked, in fact we finished our hike a~d still no 
moon. Finally it ro ·e-midoighl to be exact. So that we'll 
all be on chedule next year, Mi.kc Swiszcz suggests that 
we have a Midnight Moonlight Hike! Any taker ? 

Up an coming include some hikes into Rhode Island 
yve haven't probed that area much and it does look invit~ 
mg. On April 25 Alton Wilcox will lead us on an ea y 
to moderate hike in George Washington State Park in 
Gloucester, R.J. Hikers will have a choice of a two-mile 
four-mile or eigh.t-mile circuit route. Sounds good! 

. On June 6, ~1th the h~l p of a geol.ogist, Mike Swiszcz. 
will lead a foss il beach hike at Prudence Island in Narra
ganse.tt Bay. Contact M ike or any GMCer at the Annual 
Meetmg for 

1
full details. We. welcom: anyone and every

one, but you ve gol to promise to enJOY yourself. 

MIKE SWISZCZ, Reporter 

May 1971 

NEW ENGLAND TRAIL CONFERENCE 

The 54th annual meeting of the New England Trail 
Conference was held at Smith College, Northampton, 
Mass. on April 3, 1971. The GMC was well represented by 
over thirty of its members. 

During the business meeting, reports were read from 
member organizations on trail and shelter conditions. Bob 
f\ttenborough reported that the Long Trail was generally 
m good condition-mentioning the relocations in the Glas
tonbury area, and possible changes in the Stratton area
all of which will be well marked with signs. He spoke of 
our "no dump" and caretaker programs and the new 
edition of the guidebook. 

The afternoon session was divided into four groups: 
Nature Along the Trail, Trail Standards and Conservation, 
Health and Safety on the Trail and Favorite Trails. 

Ed Garvey, who recently completed the AT end-to-end, 
g~ve us some of his observations. He had very little trouble 
with the "Footway," but blazings and markings were in
adequate in some areas. More serious was the lack of 
markings to water supplies-springs and streams. He felt 
that the "no dump" system is the only answer for the future. 

Les Holmes, Executive Director of A TC, outlined some 
shelter standards that the ATC has set up. He was con
cerned with the problem of youth groups on the trail, and 
feels that they must adhere to these standards that have 
been established. 

The evening program "A Respect For Life" was a 
colored slide presentation by Les Campbell, FPSA, Hon. 
NEC, of Belchertown, Mass. 

The prevalent question throughout the entire day seemed 
to be "how can we protect the wilderness?" 

BETTY CHURCH 

* * 
GM~'s ~appy wanderer Don ~ent found the following 

verse mscnbed upon the underside of a large lichen in 
the deep woods and would like to share it with our readers. 

WILDERNESS SUMMONS 

Wings of Springtime, soft, entrancing 
Setting every soul to dancing, 
Bursting buds of beech and birch 
Send their message, "Come and Search!" 

Soon in sunny hillside bower 
You will find the first Mayflower, 
Blushing pink with kirtle green, 
A Ladys-Slipper may be seen. 

Jack-in-Pulpit at his station 
Preaching to a congregation, 
Nodding violets would seem 
In full agreement with his theme. 

A glade reveals in gay confusion 
Snowdrop horde in vast profusion, 
In this spot not long ago 
The trail was buried deep in snow . 

Fiddleheads begin to press 
To meet the sunlight's warm caress 
Spring has kept its rendezvous ' 
All that's missing, friend, is-YOU! 

Anonymous 
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MT. MANSFIELD PROJECT 

The Burlington Section has set up a special committee, 
with Charles Hadden as chairman, to promote better use 
and management of the Mt. Mansfield area this summer. 
This committee is coordinating efforts on behalf of the 
Green Mountain Club, the Forests & Parks Dept., and the 
University of Vermont in planning a program of action 
and study. 

Summer plans include two new regulations-no open 
fires on Mansfield (hikers to this area should carry a stove) 
and no camping on the top along the ridge (al pecial 
request of the University). Sign including these new 
regulations and promo!ing Lhe "carry in, carry out" policy, 
noting the caretaker program aud the Limited sanitary 
facilitie on U1e top of the mt. etc., will be erected at 
trail heads. Publicity via news rel.ea es and anicles will al o 
be u ed to alert the public that this area i a fragile area 
and its use must be restricted accordingly. 

A traffic flow study trail statistics and .improved trail 
maintenance are al o planned. The cxpan ion of the GMC 
caretaker program in the Man field area is an important 
part of the program , with a caretaker at Taylor as wel l 
as at Taft and Butler this . um mer. Through cooperative 
efforts of University personnel, additional studies of the 
vegetation geology drainage patterns, etc., may also be 
undert~1 ken this summer, providing a better overall picture 
of the mountain and its problems-people! 

ARTIST VIEWS ENVIRONMENT 

GMCer Arnold W. Lahee, whose paintings have been 
on exhibition in rotation at the Northfield Savings Bank 
since November 1966, is to have what he calls his "jumbo 
pre-humous exhibition," some two to three hundred paint
ings, at Norwich University from May 15 to June 7, 1971. 
By profession a research economist and teacher, he took 
up painting by a series of happenstances when he was 
almost fifty, in order to crystalize for permanent enjoyment 
the scenes he loved to see on his vacation camping and 
mountain climbing trips: cascades, forest pools, mountain 
precipices, sunsets and sunrises, moonlight, spring and 
autumn foliage, winter snow, breaking waves on rocky 
shores, etc. 

Although for the most part self-taught, Lahee's paint
ings have been exhibited in many museums throughout 
the United States in countries of Europe and since coming 
to Northfield, in various places in Vermont also. 

Mr. Lahee has won numerous awards by his paintings 
and is listed in Who's Who in American Art. 

GMC'ers would enjoy viewing many of their favorite 
Vermont scenes as well as those in the north Jersey area 
where Life Member Lahee spent countless hours enjoying 
the out-of-doors. 

NEW 1971 

GUIDE BOOK OF THE LONG TRAIL 

AVAILABLE IN MAY 

PRICE: $3.00 
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OUT ON THE TRAIL 
OR 

THE LONG, LONG WALK 

As your reporter hasn't been Out on the i:rail for quite a 
while, due, or course, to the length of the winter , l~e would 
like to report on omeone who HAS been out walking. 

Meet Andy Borujko, of Cha e Mi.chigan. Andy. an 
energetic chap of 49, wante I to do ' hi thing" Jor m~ny 
years. Finally, in J 970 he broke away from Lhe routine 
of working for a living, and set out for the adventure of 
his lifetime. 

We met Andy on December 29. We were returning from 
El Salvador and Guatemala, heading for Veracruz and 
Texas, just past the midpoint of our five-week winter 
vacation in our VW Camper. 

In Mexico about 70 miles north of the Guatemala 
border, we met tbis hiker, walking southward. We recog
nized him as an American, and his backpack naturally 
drew our curiosity. So we stopped for a chat. It proved to 
be one of the most interesting chats of our entire 8500-mile 
trip. . 

Andy was wearing a knit ~ap and a flannel . shrrt-to 
protect him from t~e blistenng Central ~mencan ~un
light. As he filled his canteen from our 1ug of punfied 
water he told us his tory. 

He had left Anchorage Alaska, on March l , and had 
w11Jked every inch of the way to Lhi. p int! After tudying 
Fletcher and reports of other long-distance walker , be 
had decided lo tackle the longest walk ever attempted. 

Then averagiog 50 kilometer (over 30 miles) per day, 
he was heading for Guatemala and ll1e balance of entral 

merica. Destination? Punta Arenas, hile, on the traight 
of Magellan, the southermost city on the mainland of South 
America! 

We have our 262-mile End to Enders. The Appalachian 
Trail has its 2,000-mile walkers. But here was a 12,000-
mile walker. Truly the world's longest walk. Estimated to 
take a total of about 16 months. 

As he left us, and we watched him briskly heading for 
South America, all we could say was that he amazed us. 
Yes, put us down for a copy of the book which he plans 
to write after his journey has been completed. 

BEN ROLSTON 

MOUNTAIN STUDY GUIDES 

In furthering a better understanding of the value of 
mountain lands, the Green Mountain Profile Committee 
is preparing mountain ecology materials especially for 
distribution to schools in Vermont. Two mailings of a 
mountain study guide will go out the last of April-one 
to high school students and the other to grades 4 through 
6. Students of the Burlington High School Environmental 
Studies Class are helping to prepare the study guide for 
grades 4-6. 

Both study guides will describe the ecological character
istics of the Green Mountains, how the mountains are en
dangered and what can be done to protect them. Sugges
tions for field studies will be included. Accompanying the 
materials will be a directory to local and national environ
mental organizations. 

Copies of these materials will be available to the public 
for a small charge and can be obtained by writing to the 
Committee at P.O. Box 268, Burlington, Vt. 05401. 
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