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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

The Intersectional is now a pleasant memory and almost 
200 of us owe thanks to those who worked so faithfully 
both preparing for it and while we were there. Then those 
big tents still had to come down, be folded and stored after 
we left, by a very small crew who have done this twice 
before in the previous four years. 

Please read the reports in other columns to see the prog
ress made this summer in improving the facilities on our 
Trail. Fay Fuller Camp is better though it still needs a lot 
done. The excellent new clo ed Congdon Camp, replacing 
Deerview Shelter will make winter weekend easily avail
able to members in the so·uthcrn area. Much credit goes to 
George Pearl tein for rhe Special Project of rebuilding Lake 
Pleiad Shelter. The Club gained a lot but I believe the 
Boy Scouts involved may have profited as much by the 
experience, and I imagine there was considerable satisfac
tion among the leaders. Who could but wish their son was 
part of such a project? 

The GMC'ers certainly do not go into hibernation during 
the cold weather. Judging from the outing schedules already 
in, there will be a Club activity about every weekend this 
winter. 

We need and appreciate the support of our members 
who must, for one reason or another, remain relatively in
aclive. However, with perhaps only ten per cent of our 
members really active, think what a boost it would be if 
we could increase this by just five per cent. 

An easy way to work up some enthusiasm i to get out 
all your old copies of the Long Trail News and see just 
how much your Club ha done in the pa .1. See .how many 
people deserve credit for a job well done. Think what we 
must do to carry on. 

We need your ideas to help with our planning. What is 
the Green Mountain Club's place in the future? How do 
we respond to the challenge of increased use of our Trail 
yet still keep it a Footpath in the Wilderness? How can we 
offer the training of a summer with the Long Trail Patrol 
to more boys? Become more active by writing your thoughts 
on these questions, or any other Club matters, to me or to 
the appropriate Committee. 

ROBERT W. ATTENBOROUGH, President 

INTERSECTIONAL REPORT 

Spacious accommodations, temperamental weather, food 
and people were ingredients which best describe the 1967 
GMC Intersectional held at Tamarack Notch Girl Scout 
Camp, Rutland, Vermo11t from Aug. 26 fhru Sept. 4. 

The event concluded 011 the starting day of some of the 
mo t eolicing ummer weather occurring this year. 

A number o.f trail activ.itic occupied the time spent by 
a cumber of families and individuals. Some new-comer · 
were added to the end-to-end roster and others came closer 
to this goal. Swimming, short walks, indoor and outdoor 
recreation, eating aad evening entertainment all added to 
Lhe enjoyment of the end of ummer for many GMC'ers. 

Among those attending were President Robert Atten
borough and fami ly Honorary Tru tee and Mi' . Roy Bu
chanan, The Jenk and their Snoozercruiser and a number 
of newcomers. 

Moments best remembered might include the day the 
sun came out; the day .it ·nowed. oa Mt. Abraham; the 
Virginia Reel both Sunday nights as only Lou Rou seau 
of Rutland can call them; the 21 inning ball game that woke 
up half the camp one night· the motion picture of hi toric
al Crouching Lion Farm; getting dragged out of bed, e pe
cially over by Chimneys; the slid~ of Formo a; the lndian 
dancing· marshmallows and pop-corn aad hot coffee and 
chocolate. 

Featured during the week were trips to the Vermont 
Marble Co. exhibit, the Pittsford Ice Caves, Weston and 
the Coolidge Homestead at Plymouth. 

Some of the well attended hikes included those up 
Grandpa's Knob, Little Rock Pond, Cold River Road to 
Gulf Road and others. 

Though attendance did not set a record (166 registered) 
a good time was had by all. The Section break-down was 
as follows: 
Burlington ............................. . 
At-Large .. , .................. -........ .. 
Worcester ............................ .. 
Pioneer Valley ..... ... - ...... . 
Killington ............................ .. 
New York ............................ .. 
Brattleboro .......................... . 

53 
37 
20 
17 
13 
10 

6 

Montpelier ...... ! .................. .. 
Bennington .......................... . 

Guests ................. ,_ ................. . 
158 

8 

166 
W. CHURCHILL SCOTT, Chairman 

PLEASE RETURN HIKER SURVEY FORM 

As explained in the August LTN, all GMC'ers were to receive hiking survey forms from Prof. McKain at the 
University of Conn. These were sent out in the early part of September, but the returns are slow. Please return your 
form today! It's essential that we have 100% cooperation on this study. 



SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 

It looks like success already for the new Special Projects 
Committee which President Bob inaugurated via the August 
is ue of the News. Our report include : 

The receipt of numerous letter from hikers, giving de
tails of trail aL1d helter conditions. These will be filed for 
release to bikers requesting trail i.nformalion, and condi
tion needing correcting will. be brought to the attention 
of the proper maintenance groups. 

The receipt of some offers to help with trail and shelter 
work when these services are needed for special projects. 

The complete reconditioning of Lake Pleiad Shelter a 
job long needed. Thanks for this job goes Lo George Pearl
stein and a group of hi Scours and Troop Committeemen. 

The annual clearing of the GMC's section of the Appala
chian Trail from Sherburne Pass to Route 12. Some very 
bad blowdowns were encountered this year. Thanks to 
Lloyd and Betty Weeks, Hedrick Cahee, the Flemings 
Chet ~ra~cis a~d his Scouts, Farm and Wilderness Camps'. 
Maun Wmttun, Roy McDonald , and Herbert Ogden, and 
any other workers who may have eluded me! 

See the Augu t News for details of this new committee. 
And send me your report , and your suggestions for work 
which needs to be done, and your offers of help. Much 
tl~anks. We hope tbat our new committee will really get in 
!ugh gear for next sea on and that much needed work can 
be accomplished. 

BEN ROLSTON, Chairman 

MRS. FRANK BEANE 
HANKSVILLE, VERMONT 

The newer members of our Club are acquainted only 
with the name of Mrs. Frank Beane who, as our Guide 
Book tells us, lived in Hanksville and was known to Long 
Trail hikers for many years. 

But Mrs. Be-aae bad a great parl in the early history of 
our Club and the Long Trail. Our first Guide Book, pub
lished in 1917 told hikers that from Birch Glen a lumber 
road would take them to the farm house of Frank Beane, 
where bread and simple supplies including maple sugar 
could be obtained, also lodging for two or three persons at 
reasonable rates. 

Mrs. Beane larer left the farm and operated the Hanks
vi.Ile store, selling food supplie to hilcers, providino mail 
service, and offering meals and Jodgi.ng. lo later 

0

years, 
after the eassing of Mr. Beane, Mrs. Beane bad to give up 
the store, but continued to live in the adjacent house. 

On one of our visits to Mrs. Beane, he to.Id u thal she 
often regretted not having kept a log book of the names 
of hundreds of hikers whom she had entertained over more 
than four decades. Such a book, she noted, would have 
made a valuable contribution to the recorded history of 
the Club. 

An ailing foot that would not heal regret.fully brought 
Mrs. Beane to n Waterbury our iog home la t year. But 
Iler spiri ts were high and she WAS going to get better and 
return to her beloved Hanksville home. A visit to her at the 
nursing home was an experience where the VISITOR would 
be cheered up! She possessed a strong religious faith which 
gave her courage in those dark days. 

But as courageou a she was, the inevitable coDquered. 
Mrs. Beane passed on, at the age of 88, just before Christ
mas last year. She wa a true pioneer of our Club, and 
tho e of us who knew her so well miss her deeply. But we 
know that as she walks that Trail of Gold in the Great 
Beyond, she often looks down upon her beloved Camel's 
Hump, under whose shadows she spent so many happy 
years. 

BEN ROLSTON 
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JOHN H. VONDELL 

Suddenly on September 22 t967 the Green Mountai n 
Club lo t one of its most beloved members. 

A Past .Pre ident of the Green Mountain Club· an honor
ary member o[ lhe Executive ommittee of the ew Eng
land Trail onference; a retired Profes or of the Univer ity 
of Ma achusetts; a photographer po es ing a God-given 
tal.enl for capturing the beauty of Vermont n film. 

But more than these, John wa our friend. Whether an 
Annual Meeting, or an Inter ecLional, or a pecial outing, 
John wa there-with hi unique Vermont sense of humor 
and his camera- alway ready to catch someone in a can
did hot. Hi lide showings were always a pecial altrac
tioo which nobody wanted to miss. The Green Mountains 
always looked greener l'hrough the len of John's camera. 

We extend our incere expression of sympa thy to Esther 
Vondell. She ha · lost a devoted companion. And we have 
lost a pecial friend, whom we are go.ing to mi more and 
more a the months pa by. 

We are al l richer, John, becau e you walked with us. 

NEW END-TO-ENDERS 

Twenty-one new End-To-Enders have been added to the 
roster since the beginning of 1967. 

240 Linda Kendall ·····-··········· .. .. ................................ _.Strafford, Vt. 
241 James G. McGowan, Jr . ........... - ... · ~········ ···· - owell Ma s. 
242 Thomas Oor.ka ........................................... -..... ....... Springfield, Vt. 
243 Robert Mor e ......................... -................................. pringfield, Vt. 
244 Tom Ro , Jr . .......................... .................................. Springfield, Vt. 
245 Scott Ross .................................................... - ......... .Springfield, Vt. 
246 Rev. Charles Lattimer ···············-····-····.Dannemora, N.Y. 
247 Irene Gee ....... -............................... ................. _ ...... .Island Pond, Vt. 
248 William Gee ·-··········· ....... ........ ...... ................. .Island Pond, Vt. 
249 Truman Cavanaugh ......................................... .Stratford, Conn. 
250 Dale Cavanaugh ........................... ....................... .Stratford, Conn. 
251 Paul Slocum ...... ··--··-·················· .................... Middlebury, Vt. 
252 M. Grant Chandler .......................................... N. Kfog too, R.l. 
253 Robert H. Fabrey ········································-···Perrysburg, Ohio 
254 Jim Martin ············-··-···············-····-····-·····-···· Pittsfield Mass. 
255 Richard Paradise ... - ........................................................ Pa~li Pa. 
256 Michael Denneler ......................... ·-····-··-···Danvers, Mass. 
257 Jim O'Brient .... ...... .................................... -............ .Danvers, Mass. 
25 8 Stewart MacLeod ................................................... Danvers, Mass. 
259 David Dougherty ............................. ·---·······-·Nor walk, Conn. 
260 Richard H. Young ····-······· .......................... Glens Falls, N.Y. 

CARIN SCHON, Chairman 
End-To-End Committee 
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BENNINGTON SECTION 

We had a delightful picnic supper cooked in the meadow 
back of Fay Fuller Camp on Sept. 8. The dozen of us, in
cluding several children, cleaned up the Camp and area. 

We've had very little rain in August but it all came on 
hiking days. So we hope for better luck for Monadnock 
trip this Sunday. 

MARION HARDY, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION 

The long awaited trip to Mt. Katahdin finally took place 
Aug. 19th through 27th, and Burlington Section members 
were joined there by GMC President Bob Attenborough, 
and Peggy Pons and Dave Van Dusen of the N.Y. Section. 
Trip leader Shirley Strong reported gorgeous weather, and 
the hikers climbed all the peaks in the Katahdin Basin, 
sighting bear, moose and other wildlife along the way. 
Seven of the eighteen persons finished out the week by a 
day of canoeing on a nearby Jake. Other canoeing trips this 
year included a well-attended one on Lewis and Little 
Otter Creeks, led by Madeline Miles. 

Ken Boyd has energetically led two summer overnights, 
to Baker Peak and Lost Pond, and more recently to Mont
clair Glen. The latter group was joined the following day 
by Dane Shortsleeve's day hikers on the top of Camel's 
Hump. Dane reported that there were between seventy-five 
and a hundred people on the Hump! 

Newest Burlington Section End-to-Ender is Rod Rice, Jr., 
who finished during the Intersectional week. Congratula
tions, Rod. 

JAN ABBOTT, Reporter 

KILLINGTON SECTION 

If any, that is. This reporter is in a weakened condition 
on account of not eating on account of our annual covered 
dish supper tonight on account of this Section's preference 
for eating rather than hiking. Several of the trips planned 
for the summer had to be canceled for lack of customers. 
What's to be done? 

Our fall and winter schedule is now printed and distrib
uted. We have the usual visits to all our camps to check 
conditions. Also the Hedgehog Brook Trail, (local) Bald Mt. 
via the new trail, and Cox Mt. on snowshoes. One new trip 
is planned over Daggett Mt. 

Alton Wilcox hiked the Long Trail from Sherburne Pass 
to Canada this summer. He noted inadequate signs and 
marking around the Madonna Ski Area, French Camp, and 
the Beaver Meadow Trail. He says "Be careful around the 
Jay Peak Area. Instead of trying to follow the Trail use the 
ski trail." Cause for meditation. 

Twenty lights of glass were broken out of Tucker Lodge 
about September 1. Ho hum. 

CRAIGUE S. PERKINS, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

Since our last report, we have encountered more foul 
than fair weather. July 9 we hiked from the summit of 
Mansfield to Taylor Lodge and down to Lake Mansfield. 
There was fog on the summit, and rain before the day 
ended. The Weatherman favored the annual picnic at Gro
ton Pond, where we swam, canoed, water-skied and ATE. 
We also had fine weather for a climb up Wheeler Mt. in 
Barton followed by swimming in Crystal Lake. 

This mountain offers fine views and plenty of blueberries. 
August 19 a group of 8 climbed Camel's Hump to Gorham 
Lodge in the rain. They found it already occupied by Boy 
Scouts. However, the scouts were cooperative and con-
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genial. In the morning they came down by the Alpine Trail, 
picking blueberries as they came. 

September 9 we had a short hike on some back roads, 
and were blessed with plea ant weaLher. The following day 
we had cheduled a Icing hike from Smugglers Notch to 
Route 15 and followed through with it in spite of cold wet 
weather (only 3 brave oul ventured out) . September 16 
four members camped at Passacooway, .H. and climbed 
Oseola the following day. September 24 we scheduled a 
"foliage hike" to Taylor Lodge. In spite of rain and little 
foliage, 8 adults and 3 children took part and enjoyed a 
spaghetti supper. 

Future events arc: weekend camping trip to the Adiron
dack , climb up Camel's Hump and Jay Peak, combina
tion lo,ng-and- horl hikes, a moonlight (?) hike and a 
Christmas party. 

FRANCES HOLMES, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 

Highlights: There were 46 at the Family Weekend at 
Thendara, hosted by Betty and Fred Rousseau. They hiked, 
swam, canoed and enjoyed the matchless hospitality of 
their hosts. (from Marie Morris) 

* * * 

On New Boston Trail 

New York Section members at the 1967 G.M.C. Inter
sectional included Treasurer Fred Rousseau and family, 
President Peggy Pons and mother, who paid a call, Guest 
Card holder Dorothy Dunkle and four children, Vice
President Dave Van Dusen, who spent an afternoon. Also 
present were Marie and Myron Morris. Dorothy, Fred, Bill 
and Myron hiked many miles on the Long Trail in various 
areas, from Appalachian Gap in the north, to Bromley 
Mountain in the south. (from Marie Morris) 

* * * 
Members of the Green Mt. Club were invited by the 

Appalachian Mt. Club to be their guests the weekend of 
Aug. 26-27 at their summer camp on Fire Island (south of 
Long Island), leaders Elizabeth Levers and Joseph Cillo. 
A conducted tour was taken to the five hundred year old 
sunken forest which is now part of the Fire Island National 
Seashore, one of our newest National Parks. A ranger led 
the group and explained the origin of the forest. Large trees 
grow from a floor of real earth that is so far sunken below 
the tops of a line of secondary dunes that from the out
side one can barely see the treetops. (from Elizabeth Young) 

* * * 
The New York Section's Labor Day Long Trail Pack 

Trip, leader John Kirby, was a great trip. Going up the 
Peconic Parkway they came upon about fifty woodchucks 
eating the grass along the sides! They left one car at Smug
gler's Notch and hiked up the Long Trail to Taft Lodge. 
Saturday was a wonderful day on top of Mt. Mansfield-
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very clear, with fine views all around, which John claims is 
unusual for Mt. Mansfield. There was about a sixty mile an 
hour gale blowing. (from Elizabeth Young) 

ff fl ff 

October Activities: 
Thendara Weekend, Lemon Squeezer circular hike-hosts, 

Jack and Emily Adelmann 
Bicycling, camping west of Princeton, NJ-leader, John 

Nuffort 
Picnic, walk, Hacklebarney State Pk. near Chester, NJ

leader, Elizabeth Cook 
Kittatinny Hike No. 2$, NY NJ Section Emblem appli

cants, 5.5 mi.- leader, Ella Marie Van Dusen 
Annual Open House at Thendara, Art and Crafts Exhibit

host, Dave Van Dusen 
Fall Get-together Dinner at Times Restaurant 
10 mi. Walk, Tompkins Cove to Bear Mt. Inn-leader, 

Agnes Gilmartin 
Fall Foliage Weekend at Thendara-hosts, Bernice and 

Alfred Hudson 
Catskill Weekend, fall coloring-leader, Martha Dhervillez 

coordinated with Annual Fall Catskill Camping and 
Hiking- leader, Louise Kaiser 

Hike on Towpath of old Delaware Canal, Washington 
Crossing Pa. 5 mi.-leader, Myron Morris 

Family Ou ling Bronx Zoo-leader, Mrs. MarLha G. Pugh 
Kittatinny Hike No. 3t, NY NJ Section Emblem applicants 

7.6 mi.-leader, Jack Coriell 
Camp Thendara Weekend-hostesses, Peggy Sherman, 

Eleanor Dieckmann 
South Mountain Reservation Walk and Annual Chowder 

Supper-hosts, Lillian and Russell Lodge 
Walk at Island Beach State Pk., Seaside Pk., NJ-leaders, 

Wayne Nelson, Pk. Naturalist, and John Small 
Walk, 8 mi., Suffern to Sloatsburg-leader, John Kirby 
Halloween weekend at Thendara-hosts, Geo. and Eileen 

Williams 
Joint weekend Westchester Trails Assn. Lake Minnewaska 

Mt. House, New Paltz, Y (atop Shawangunk Mt. 
Range)-leaders, Peggy Ryan and F lorence Plumer 

Walk, 8 mi. Turkey Hill Pond, Long Mt. Stockbridge Mt. 
-leader, John Rohrbaugh 

Walk, 7-8 mi . Ward Pound Ridge Reservation, Westchester 
County, NY-leader, Harriet Spangler 

* Coordinated with Annual Walk to Thendara from Arden
leader, Marie Van Dusen. 

t For further details, see August Long Trail News. 
EDNA M. ROHRBAUGH, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

The gap in the LT shelter system wa filled early this 
August by the construction of a fine new shelter, "Congdon 
Camp." Thi enclosed frame cabin was built by Jack Har
rington and hi LT Patrol and is ready for the fall season. 
There are built-in bunks and a table, and later on a tove 
will be added so we can enjoy overnight-winter hikes. 
The camp is located in an attractive spot with a small brook 
nearby and a larger brook down the hill. lL i about a mile 
ea t o( lhe site of the burned down 'Deer View Shelter" 
and can be reached by an alternate route marked by orange 
tape and signs. Hikers can get on the alternate route when 
traveling north by turning ea t at the sign which is 7.0 
miles north of the Mas . line, and also just south of Sucker 
Pond. Hikers traveling south can pick it up on the route 
just below Harmon Hill at the sign 9.7 miles north of the 
Mass. Line. This route is being changed and improved 
weekly o please be patient with us if at times the trail is 
not up to the best of LT standards. 

The many work parties nece ary this summer and fall 
have to ·ome extent curtailed our hik ing activities, but now 
that we have a route through to the new shelter we hope to 
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schedule more hikes. Much interest has been shown in 
snowshoe hikes so we will plan several this winter, with 
possjbly an overnight for those who like it rugged. Our 
.wish Lo open up contact with other clubs and sections is 
meeting witb ome ucce s and already we have made 
everal new friends and sbared a few hikes together. Once 

again I wish to remind the Chairman of Activilies that a 
card to our Chairman (Mrs. D. Knight, 152 Lucerne Rd., 
Springfield, Mass. 01109) will be answered with as much 
of our schedule as is ready at tha t time. She will also be 
happy to discuss any ideas for joint hikes, etc. 

Some of us are attempting to hike the entire Metacomet
Monadnock Trail in Mass. and also the Appalachian Trail 
in Mass. We do a short section at a time and if this inter
ests you, drop our Activities Chairman a line and join us. 

Several of our members are searching for second-hand 
low cost snowshoes and if you know where some can be 
found, please write to me and I will pass the information 
on (R. Metcalfe, 11 Lakevilla Ave., Springfield, Mass. 
01109). 

RICHARD METCALFE, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 

Six members of the Pioneer Valley Section joined seven 
members of our Section on our first hike of the autumn 
season which was an interesting and rugged hike over part 
of the Holyoke Range. 

Forthcoming in October is another hike in the same gen
eral vicinity but this time, up Mount Toby. In addition 
there will be several local hikes. Our annual meeting and 
dinner will also be in October. 

We are pleased to have the company of members of the 
Pioneer Valley Section and hope others too will join us in 
our activities. 

LINNEA ELDRIDGE, Reporter 

MAY THE PEACE AND HAPPINESS OF CHRISTMAS 

ABIDE WITH YOU AND YOURS 

THROUGHOUT A HEALTHY AND 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

NEW MASS.-R.I. GUIDE 

The Appalachian Mountain Club has published the sec
ond edition of the AMC Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
Trail Guide (1967). This guide is an extensive revision of 
its predecessor which first appeared in 1964. It contains 
442 fact-filled pages, 134 more than the first edition. Two 
new maps have been added bringing the total number to 
eight. An important new eccion gives information on the 
many Massachusetts Wildlife Management Areas. 

The removable maps in the cover pockets include Mt. 
Greylock and adjacent region; Mass. and R.I. with a key 
to the U.S.G .S. Topographic Maps; Blue Hills Reservation. 
Mass.; and R.I., Inter-Park Trails, Southwestern Section. 

Sections list the Mass. and R.I. Parks and Forests, noting 
what facilities are available. Also listed are the Properties 
of The Trustees of Reservations (Mass.) with the particular 
interest of each; as well as the Audubon Sanctuaries and 
Ref"uges. 

This new guide is a mu t for anyone interested in hiking, 
camping or just enjoying the out-of-doors in a natural set
ting in either Mas achuselis or Rhode Island. It is available 
at a co t of $4.50 from the Appalachian Mountain Club, 
5 Joy St., Boston, Mass. 02108. 
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LONG TRAIL PATROL 

As predicted, the Long Trail Patrol had a busy summer. 
In August, the boys went in to Sterling Pond Lodge w~ere 
lumber and supplies were floated across the Pond practical
ly to the door of the Lodge. The roof and b_unks were re
paired some vertical logs were replaced m front, and 
shutte;s were made for the front windows instead of glass. 
These are made so they swing in and are mounted vertical
ly, each window having two, one on each side to eliminate 
the heaviness of one big shutter. The dump was moved and 
the cabin creosoted inside and out so we will see how the 
Lodge will survive another season. 

From Sterling Pond, the Patrol went to Fay Fuller to 
set up headquarters for building the new Congdon Shelter 
for the Pioneer Valley Section. A site was decided upon by 
a committee, lumber was brought and for the first week 
we were lucky to have the valuable assistance of Roy and 
Chester Buchanan to start the actual building and framing. 
The Patrol finished Congdon the second week in August 
and moved back north to clear trail from Frying Pan Brook 
to Hazen's Notch, through the Jay Peak area to the Border. 
The Jay Peak area needs a relocation which was not ac
complished because of work being done by the chair lift 
people. We haven't had any reports of anyone getting lost 
on that section of Trail, but relocation should be on the 
program for next season. 

The Trail is standardized from Ithiel Falls to Parker and 
speed-cleared from Parker to the Canadian Border. Side 
trails in this area were also cleared. 

The Patrol wound up their activities by Intersectional 
week and the Long Trail Patrol truck was used at the Inter
sectional for various duties. 

Two of the boys are back at school. Dave Govatski, who 
graduated this year, has applied for hutmaster in Pinkham 
Notch and will work there until the closing of the huts. 

The Patrol didn't finish everything they set out to do, 
but a new crew did a good job. 

The last weekend in September, a delegation from Bur
lington headed by Roy Bucha°:an. and Rod Rice went down 
to Bennington to puL the firnshmg touches on Congdon. 
They installed a stove and almost finished a new o~thouse 
except for putting on roofing and a door. The d~'°r 1s ready 
for hinges. This work party welcomed the assistance of a 
large group from the Pioneer Valley and Bennin~ton S~c
tions as well as various other assorted members mcludmg 
our President Bob Attenborough, who came in carrying 
much of the lumber and supplies and giving moral support. 

And so ends the saga of the Long Trail Patrol for 1967. 
JACK HARRINGTON, Chairman 

Long Trail Patrol 

NEW BATTELL SHELTER 

Some shelter materials have arrived by truck. And by 
wagon. And by tractors. And on the backs of men. 

But the materials for the new Battell Shelter came by air! 
In June, the United States Forest Service had the materials 
brought in by helicopter. 

In July, work parties from Tamarack Farm, Plymouth 
Union, Vt., one of the camp units of Farm and Wilderness 
Camps, began the assembly of the shelter. This work, under 
the supervision of camp counselors, was done for the Forest 
Service as a service project. Subsequent work parties re
turned until the shelter was completed. 

The new shelter replaces the old Battell Shelter which 
was built in 1938 by the Long Trail Patrol for the New 
York Section of the GMC. 

Our thanks to the staff of the Green Mountain National 
Forest, and to the volunteers of Tamarack Farm, for 
another new shelter for our many Long Trail hikers. 
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CONGDON SHELTER 

Congdon Shelter, which is really a nice closed camp, was 
a gift to the Green Mountain Club from the Congdon 
Family in memory of Herbert Wheaton Congdon (1876-
1965). Mr. Congdon was an active member and trustee for 
many years. He made many of the early maps of the Long 
Trail and was a contributing author to the book "Foot
path in the Wilderness," publi.shed b>: the Middlebu_ry C?l
lege Press in 1941. He wrote mterestm~ly of the Wild ~i~e 
on the trail. "Praise be, one of the delights of our Trail is 
the absence of danger from anything but our own care
lessness." 

His keen feeling for the Trail was unmistakeable. 
"Leisureliness, taking time to see and hear thoughtfully and 
intelligently, studying to be quiet, opens new vistas that 
lead to serenity. All at once the quiet of the wilderness 
comes alive, the silence is filled with undertones, the sounds 
of wild things unafraid and undisturbed. There is an exalta
tion to be felt on rocky peaks with far views of forest-clad 
hills and peaceful valleys that is emphasized by the busy 
chickadees hunting bugs on the balsams close by, the fra
grance of the hot earth, the sound of a brook far below. 
Suddenly one feels the importance of the exquisite perfec
tion of a tiny fern, the flash of a tanager or the contem
plative assurance of a thrush's song. 

''These things give us a sense of permanence, a glimpse 
into a serene world that has passed through the biting sculp
ture of Time and has learned to endure hardship, still know
ing happiness and being able to transmit it to us." ... 

GMC President Robert Attenborough received the fol
lowing letter: 

Sept. 18, 1967 

Dear Mr. Attenborough, 

I had the great pleasure of spending a night last week with 
my son Stephen in the new Congdon Shelter. This is a lovely 
little camp! I am more pleased than I can say that the Green 
Mountain Club has recognized my husband's active interest 
and service to the Long Trail by giving his name to such a 
delightful new shelter. I am sure that many people will enjoy 
it in the years to come. 

Nothing could be a more suitable memorial to Herbert 
Wheaton Congdon than this. I do want to thank all those who 
had any share in the location of the site, and the actual build
ing of the camp. Will you please convey my appreciation to 
them? 

With deep gratitude and all good wishes for the future of 
the Green Mountain Club, I am 

Sincerely, 

HELEN W. CONGDON 
( Mrs. Herbert Wheaton Congdon) 
Member-at-large 
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ATLAS PLYWOOD PROVIDES NEW SHELTER 

Shortly before ten o'clock on September 9 a truck from 
the f'.o and Phelps Sawmill of Morri ville came lo a stop 
at the Long Trail crossing of Route 242 south of Jay Peak. 
The load it carried was rather pecial in the eyes of the 
dozen or more people awaiting its arrival, and without 
any urging they quickly transferred the cargo to a care
fully chosen spot located a few feet north of the road. 

The next few minutes were spent in selecting and care
fully placing several large rocks in a square. This done, a 
rugged platform of plywood roughly eight feet square was 
taken from the truck's cargo and expertly leveled up. 

A Floor 

Now the pace quickened a bit, and in rapid succession 
two side walls, each consisting of vertical maple plywood 
cores were set in place. Within minutes after this the rear 
wall had been fitted precisely to the side walls. 

Walls 

The one piece plywood roof was a bit heavier and more 
awkward to handle, but it too was quickly maneuvered into 
its proper location. 

A Roof 
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Lo and behold! We were putting a lean-to together! 
With all pieces in place, the new structure was literally 

the center of a swarm of activity. 

Busy Bees 

Up on the roof a crew was busily laying down and nail
ing tar paper, while directly underneath other people were 
actively spiking and bolting everything down securely. 
Outside a couple of people were happily creosoting every
thing in sight, including the shelter; they showed so much 
talent with a paint brush, in fact, that they were allowed 
to do the inside as well. Meanwhile others were building a 
drywall to keep out the porcupines. And so it went until 
early afternoon. 

A Shelter in a Day 

The result is the new Atlas Valley Shelter, located on 
the site of the original Jay Camp and featuring a scenic 
view of the valley to the west from which the new lean-to 
takes its name. This rugged and attractive shelter is a gift 
from the Atlas Plyv .. ood Division, over whose lands much 
of the Long Trail passes between Jay Camp and the Ritter
bush Pond area. The shelter was designed and prefabri
cated in the Company's Morrisville Plant under the direc
tion of the Company Forester, Warren B. Drown. Mr. 
Drown was at the site to supervise the assembly of the 
shelter. 

In providing this new facility, Mr. Drown pointed out, 
that the Atlas Plywood Division has taken another step to 
emphasize that recreational use of its extensive northern 
Vermont timberlands is an important aspect of the Com
pany's policy of wise "multiple use" management. The new 
Jean-to will serve both hikers and non-hikers who visit the 
area. Its handy roadside location provides a convenient and 
sheltered place for hikers awaiting their transportation 
home. Tourists and Long Trail visitors will find it an attrac
tive picnic site. In addition, of course, it offers shelter for 
three or four hikers should nearby Jay Camp be fully 
occupied. 

Atlas Valley Shelter is a fine addition to the growing 
system of Long Trail shelter facilities, and the GMC is very 
grateful to Atlas Plywood Division for providing this fine 
new Jean-to. We are sure that Atlas Valley Shelter will re
ceive many years of appreciative use. 

GEORGE PEARLSTEIN 

The Long Trail News 



LAKE PLEIAD SHELTER REPAIRS 

Eight Scouts and six adults from Troop 45, Granville, 
New York, undertook major repairs to Lake Pleiad Shelter 
on September 22-23, 1967. In addition to Scoutmaster 
George Pearlstein, the adults included the troop's Institu
tional Representative and his wife, Neighborhood Commis
sioner Ray Bogart and his wife, and Troop Committeeman 
Harry Bogart. Both Bogarts are professional carpenters 
and have been active in Granville area Scouung for several 
years. 

The Unit arrived at Middlebury Gap shortly after dark 
on Friday evening. Due to darkness, fog and wet footing, 
it was deemed unwise and unsafe to attempt to get the ma
terial to the site that evening. Instead the material was re
moved from the truck and taken part way up the trail 
where it was left until morning. On Friday evening six 
people slept at Lake Pleiad Shelter, two slept in a tent in 
front of the shelter, and six Scouts elected to stay at Worth 
Mountain Lodge. 

Following a 7:30 breakfast cooked by the women, work 
began without delay. Two Scouts assisted in meal cleanup 
and in setting up a cooking area behind the shelter, while 
six Scouts were detailed to transport the lumber to the site. 
Meanwhile the rest of the crew ripped up the old flooring 
and removed the outside sheathing from the rear wall of 
the shelter. This produced a large pile of lumber which 
was carefully sorted to yield some reusable material. 

Next the front of the shelter was raised about three 
inches with hydraulic jacks and carefully leveled up. Three 
new stone piers were built to support the front in its new 
location. Then the rear of the shelter was jacked up to per
mit removal of the rotten rear sill. A new sill, consisting of 
two by sixes spliced together, was then spiked in place. 
Three stone piers were built in the rear, and the whole 
floor structure was placed in a level position. Also two inter
mediate stone piers were added under the side walls. The 
net effect of operations to this point was to insure that all 
portions of the sill structure were at least six inches above 
ground. 

Following complete examination of all joists and timbers 
for structural soundness, the sills, joists, and other struc
tural members were thoroughly creosoted on all surfaces. 
Next, new flooring of 514 spruce tongue and groove plank
ing was nailed into place. All boards were creosoted on the 
underside prior to installation. Then the rear window was 
boarded in, and the rear wall completely sheathed with 
spruce shiplap. 

With major r~pairs completed, all bunks were repaired 
and reinforced a. required. In addition, most of the sag in 
the roof was eliminated by installing a center post consist
ing of two by fours spiked together. Other operations con
sisted of partial completing of a drywall under the shelter 
walls, creosoting of the front portion of the floor, and 
partial cleanup of the immediate premises. However, some 
work was left undone since it was not possible for the troop 
to remain overnight on Saturday. 

WORK REMAINING TO BE DONE 
Due to a shortage of nails, the rear sheathing was not 

fully nailed, although there is no danger of it coming loose 
in the near future. One row of nails is required at the top 
and at the bottom. 

It was planned to board in the stove pipe hole and the 
two side windows, but time ran out. There is material at 
the site for this job, which can be done at any time. 

Only the front portion of the floor was creosoted due to 
lack of time. Both the floor and the new rear wall should 
be thoroughly creosoted. One gallon of creosote is at the 
site; another will probably be required. 

The dry wall should be completed to keep out porcu
pines. In addition, porky screening should be installed in 
the future. It is planned to complete the wall this fall. 

There are several holes in the roof which should be re
paired. Patching material is at the site. 

A toilet is badly needed for this shelter. There should 
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be enough material at the site to construct a crude facility; 
additional material will be required for a more elaborate 
toilet. Recommend that the Long Trail Patrol be given this 
assignment next summer. 

A can dump should be dug and the premises spruced up. 
Also some additional brush should be removed from the 
immediate vicinity. 

The water supply should be protected by digging out a 
large pool and installing a cover and a pipe. 

GEORGE PEARLSTEIN 

SKI TOURING SCHEDULE 1967-68 

The Ski Touring Council has prepared the following list 
of trips for this winter season: 
December 16117-Stratton Mountain, Vt. First Ski Tour

ing workshop this season. 

January 6/7-Hanover, N.H. Workshop with Dartmouth 
Outing Club 

January 14- Bear Mountain, N.Y. 
January 20-Bennington, Vt. 
January 20/ 21-Chittenden, Vt. Workshop at Mountain 

Top Inn 
January 28-Pound Ridge, N.Y. 

February 3/ 4-Gore Mountain, N.Y. (Adirondacks) Work-
shop 

February 10/11-Long Lake, N.Y. (Adirondacks) 
February 11-Bear Brook State Park, N.H. 
February 18-Petersburg Pass, N.Y. and Williamstown, 

Mass. 
February 22-Pound Ridge Reservation, N.Y. 
February 22-Putney, Vt. Annual Washington's Birthday 

Cross-Country Ski Touring Race. 
February 24/ 25-Long Lake, N .Y. (Adirondacks) 

March 2-Barnard to Woodstock, Vt. 

March 3-Andover, Vt. 

March 10-Rosendale, N.Y. 

March 10-Jaffrey, N.H. 

March 17-Stratton Mountain, Vt. 

March 23/24-Putney, Vt. Workshop 

March 30-Catskill, N.Y., Slide Mountain 

March 31-Belleayre, N.Y. 

April 6-Mt. Mansfield, Vt. 

April 7-Mad River/ Glen Ellen, Vt. 

April 13/ 14-Mt. Marcy, Adirondack Loje 

April 27 / 28-Mount Washington/Tuckerman's Ravine, 
N.H. 

The above outings are open to any ,person interested in 
ski touring. All activities are conducted by members of the 
Ski Touring Council and are free of charge; however there 
is a nominal fee for participation in the ski touring work
shops. Space here does not permit giving the details of each 
outing, but the detailed schedule can be obtained from Ski 
Touring Council, R. Mattesich, President, 444 Madison 
Ave, New York, N.Y. 10022, phone 212-688-0690. 

The Ski Touring Council also publishes a bulletin with 
helpful information on ski touring and a list of ski areas 
with ski touring trails. The cost of the bulletin is $1.00 and 
can be obtained by writing to the above address. 
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OUT ON THE TRAIL 
(Or, We Hate Creosote) 

By PORK U. PINE, Jr. 

Two years ago, from our daytime perch in a big beech 
tree we watched as a large group of humans, led by a huge 
chugging tractor, invaded OUR territory. Behind that trac
tor was a wagon, and on that wagon appeared to be some 
sort of structure, somewhat dismantled. 

Those humans put down some very indigestible cement 
blocks, and on those blocks they carefully assembled that 
structure. We heard them call it Lost Pond Shelter. Who 
cares about Lost Pond? We were hungry. Pass the salt, 
please. 

We waited a week until some more humans returned to 
put on the shingles. After all, those same humans wouldn't 
eat cake until the icing had been added, would they? 

Then, assured our privacy, we investigated t.his ne_w 
delicacy. The brown stain didn't taste too bad, neither did 
the brush that the stain had been put on with. Then we 
sampled the floor joists and sills. Delicious! They must have 
soaked up some of that salt in the air at Cape Cod. 

We were doing fine on the floor-even chewed through 
a couple of the floor boards-when someone discovered 
that we had been enjoying our meals. It was a sad day when 
two humans from some place called Skenektadee came 
right into our dining room and nailed chicken wire around 
our dinner. Foiled! 

But we were determined. How about going up into the 
shelter and sampling its interior? Great! Say now, those 
studs don't taste bad either. And those nice big fat center 
posts! This is real dining. 

Tragedy struck again. We saw him again from our perch. 
That fellow from Skenektadee with a big can of something 
and a big brush. Whatever it wa., he ~prea~ it on thick. 
Then he departed. Perhaps we should mvest1gate. 

Ugh, what HORRIBLE ta ting stuff. ~he label on the can 
called it creosote. Somehow, we weren t as hungry as we 
had been. Wherever we chewed, we tasted the stuff. Wait, 
let's go up the corner post. Yup, he forgot the rafters! They 
tasted as good as the floor used to. Hooray, back to our 
meal. 

Foiled Again! 

But we couldn't win. Back came the human, this time 
to nail tin right on the rafter where we had just dined. And 
to add more creosote. And to creosote the beech tree we 
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had sampled. And to creosote the out-house. Creosote, 
creosote, bah! 

But now we suspect trickery. We saw him return to put 
some salt around on some nearby stumps. S'funny, he's be
ing nice to us for a change, giving us 100 percent pure 
salt. Must be a catch to it somewhere. Nobody has ever 
been THAT nice to us. Do you suppose he's trying to bait 
us, only to sneak up some night and assa.ssinate us? 

We'll fool him-we'll move down to Big Branch Shelter. 
We heard that the U.S. Forest Service doesn't use creosote. 

ASCUTNEY MOUNTAIN 

A second trail up Ascutney has now been reopened, 
blazed, measured and signed. It's the Weather~field T~ail, 
taking off from Route 131, from the end of a dirt road JUSt 
a little to the west of the old Marsh Schoolhouse and before 
coming to the Paul Jarvis place (which is where this trail 
used to start). It's about 2Y2 miles long. Main point of in
terest is Crystal Cascade, where Ascutney Brook falls some 
70 feet off a granite cliff. The Ascutney Trails Association 
is now working on a third trail which will follow part of 
the route of the old Brownsville Trail. It will be about three 
miles long and will pass up through the old Norcross 
(granite) quarry above Route 44. 

Ascutney Guide Books are now available by mail from 
Ralph Bissell, 90 State St., Windsor, for $1.25 (please note 
correction in price). 

SLIDE COLLECTION 

The Green Mountain Club has a collection of colored 
slides which is available to members or other interested 
parties for public showing. These may be obtained from 
Publicity Chairman, Mrs. Elizabeth Weeks, 7 Harvard 
Street, Springfield, Vermont 05156. More good slides from 
which copies could be made would be welcome. 
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