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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
In response to a request for recommendations 

concerning Conservation at the local Vermont level 
your president advanced the idea of creating a Nat
ural Area within the Somerset Basin. Those of you 
who have gazed at this bit of wilderness from the 
steel tower atop Glastenbury Mountain know that 
the location is eminently suited for this purpose. 

It is altogether fitting that every state should have 
some portion of its u.nderdeveloped land preserved 
for the enjoyment of futw·e Americans. "Multiple 
Use" is perhaps a necessary evil due to increasing 
demands made upon our ational Forest and Park 
System by public and commercial interests . Some 
small portions of land should however remain in
violate; one of these we believe is the Somerset Basin. 

Tao tells us "Nature is already as good as it can 
possibly be. He who seeks to improve it will spoil it. 
He who tries to direct it will mislead it and become 
lost himself ." Let us hope that P~esrdent-elect 
Kennedy's Special Committee on Conservation will 
wish to create a great many Natural Areas, among 
them the proposed one in the Somerset Basin. 

DoN KENT, President 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

Some of the articles we had hoped to include in this 
News must have gotten snowbound or lost the trail. 
But tempus fugit and your Editor must forward the 
final copy to the printer before it gets plowed under 
one of these New Jersey snow drifts. By the deadline 
for the May News which incidentally is April 1st, 
we hope to have reports of the October Trustees' 
Meeting and other Committees that haven't been 
heard from in many moons. We would also like to 
list the names and addresses of each section's officers 
and L.T.N. reporter . 

Business Manager 
MINERVA HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

LAURA WOODWARD ABBOTT 

The death of our old and honored member, Laura 
Woodward Abbott, on December 14, 1960, brings to 
all of us who knew her many memories of her devo
tion to the Club, of her contribution to it and of her 
as a person. Her love of the Green Mountain Club, 
her enthusiasm for its aims and activities, her ebul
lient good spirits and her high Quaker ideals have 
been for long years an inspiration to us all. 

Mrs. Abbott was a charter member 0£ the New 
York Section of the Green Mountain Club (October 
1916) and for many, many years was one of its lead
ing and most active members. She and Dr. Monroe 
planned and organized its varied activities. She 
served as chairman of the Outings Committee in 
1920 and 1921, as Secretary and Bulletin Editor 
from 1921 to 1927 and as President from 1927 until 
1929. In those days the Bulletin Editor not only 
assembled the news but also mimeographed, folded 
and mailed it. Then, too, she was the leader of many 
all-day walks, some with snowshoes, and of week-end 
outings, especially the annual bird census week-ends, 
first at Wyanoke Lodge and later at Camp Thendara. 

The Census at Wyanoke had a special appeal for 
those primitive aspects of camp life. But the list of 
foods served at Thendara in that census was almost 
as long and varied as the list of birds duly recorded 
and sent to Washington. The special feature here 
was the early breakfast at 4:30 a.m. followed by the 
late breakfast at 7 :30 with everything you would 
expect from our host from the Pennsylvania Dutch 
Country. Enough bird experts attended these gather
ings to keep them scientific and usually a naturalist 
gave an illustrated talk in the evening. 

Her enthusiasm for the out-of-doors, for conserva
tion measures and all aspects of nature inspired all 
who knew her. She brought many members into the 
Club, both from her large circle of friends and from 
her students at Montclair Normal School. 

As the years rolled by, she, of necessity, reluctantly 
gave up some of her former active participation. But 
her interest never lessened and each year, including 
1960 she attended the annual meeting in March, 
where she voiced her aspirations with fluency and 
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conviction and she conducted the annual bird census 
at Camp Thendara. 

May her more than four score years of inspired 
living _be an ever present goal for the members of 
the Green Mountain Club. 

Our thanks to Herbert Goepel, Walter S. Atwood 
and Helen Raymond who contributed the above in
formation. 

NEW ENGLAND TRAIL CONFERENCE 

The Twenty-Fifth Annual T rail Conference will 
be held on Saturday, April 8, 1961, in the Public 
Health Auditorium at the University of Massachu
setts in Amherst. Ben Rolston, Chairman of the Trail 
Conference Committee and Roy Buchanan and Don 
H avens, Co-chairmen of the Trails and Shelters 
Committee will represent the GMC. Other members 
from various sections also attend these informative, 
interesting programs regularly. 

The Conference usually consists of a business 
meeting in the morning with the constituent clubs 
reporting on the t rails and shelters throughout New 
E ngland. Lunch is available in the University. Spe
cial interest sessions are held in the afternoon follow
ed by a dinner for which advance reservations must 
be made. Usually an illustrated lecture by a renown
ed speaker in the evening completes the one day 
Conference. 

Brief Background 
Our new members and those not familiar with the 

New England Trail Conference will be interested to 
know that the N.E.T.C. was formed in 1916 as a 
trail coordinating organization. According to the old 
records meetings were held now and then in various 
places. In 1939 the N.E.T.C. was invited t~ hold its 
meeting as a part of the general Recreation Con
ference held at the University of Massachusetts. 
Although the University discontinued the Recreation 
Conference in 1955, the New England Trail Con
ference has continued to be held at the University 
and draws about 250-300 interested people annual
ly. 

A copy of the Annual Report of the New England 
Trail Conference is available at fifteen cents per copy 
from the Secretary-Treasurer, Edith M. Libby, 26 
Bedford Terrace, Northampton, Mass. The only 
other publicat ion N.E.T.C. has is "Hiking Trails of 
New England" which is available at twenty cents 
per copy. 

TRAIL TO "CANTILEVER ROCK" 
In the November News Larry Dean reported the 

discovery of "Cantilever Rock" by Clyde Smith of 
of the Burlington Section. This spectacular secret of 
the Mountain can now be shared with hikers who 
follow the newly blazed trail to the site. This new 
trail takes off from the Sunset Ridge Trail at a point 
about one-half to three-quarters of a mile from its 
start at the CCC road. Following this trail for half 
a mile or more will bring you to "Cantilever Rock". 
If seeing's believing why not go and see this horizon
t al rock obelisk yourself? 

GRANDMA GATEWOOD BECOMES 
AN END-TO-ENDER 

On August 7th another hiker reached the Canadian 
border and became an End-to-Ender. But this was a 
very special event, for this hiker was 72-year-old 
Grandma Emma Gatewood of Gallipolis, Ohio, who 
had already become quite famous by being the first 
woman to hike the entire length of the Appalachian 
Trail an event which many readers may recall. 
Gr~ndma Gatewood left Blackinton, Massachu

setts, 011 July 16th, and in 23 days-but let her tell 
her own story, as taken from excerpts from her letters: 

"It was a hard trip, but in spite of all the obst acles 
I stuck it out to the end. Some of those mountains 
are quite a challenge for one my age, ai;id I wondered 
a lot of times whether I could make it, but I kept 
putting one foot ahead of the other until I got to 
Canada. , 

" I did not sleep out as there are plenty of cabins 
and shelters. Oniy tbree t imes was there anyone in 
camp with me. T here were two boys who started 
from the north but will not go far I imagine, as they 
were too lazy to get up and start in the morning. 
One has to work hard at it if they are to get far. I 
hiked alone the entire trip, but I took my time so that 
I did not hurt myself in any way. 

"I saw a bear and cub on Breadloaf Mountain. 
The cub went up a tree and the mother pranced 
around going 'whup, whup.' I was about 30 feet from 
them and they w re too near the trail for me to pass. 
I went back and s.:1.t on a rnck for a few mim1tes 
aud they went away. 

"I roasted a porcupi11e that I killed. I first threw 
him in the fire and got all the quills off, then I skinned 
the t hiJ1g. It looked all right and did not smell bad. 
It had such a nice liver so I p ut it on a stick and 
roasted it, salted it and cut off a bite, took one or 
two chews on it and spit it out. It took me two or 
three days to get that taste out of my mouth. I had 
the porky over the fire , and after the liver my im~g
ination got the better of me and I dropped the thmg 
in the fire and burned him up. 

"Altogether I have hiked about 700 miles this year 
and wore out two pairs of tennis shoes, I cannot see 
that the trip hurt me any. I am now seventy-two 
years old and able to do a lot more hiking." 

END-TO-END COMMITTEE 

THE LONG TRAIL PATROL 

Although the Patrol is resting peacefully through 
the winter months, Mother Nature is probably hard 
at work preparing future tasks for th~m . Of course ~e 
Patrol hopes that Mother Nature will be cooperative 
th is year by placing all the blowdowns paraµe l t o the 
trail and, say, about ten feet away from 1t. B~t ~t 
t imes she gets a little careless and over enthus1ast1c 
about such things and will undoubtedly have some 
work for the Patrol this spring. In the meantime the 
Patrol t·eports that the trails haven 't been shoveled 
out yet after that 1ast snow stonn so they wouldn't 
recommend going far on them with either low shoes 
or very short legs! But why not don the snowshoes or 
skis and en joy t he beauty of the "White Trail". 
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UP THE TRAIL APIECE-BURLINGTON 

The trip to Abby Pond and supper at the Bristol 
Inn enjoyed by forty-nine Burlington Section fol
lowers on October 16th was the big event of the Sec
tion's Autumn activity schedule. 

The supper at the Inn marked the last of such at 
the famous old Bristol Inn as it is now being leveled 
to give space to a shopping center. 

Trips to Beaver Meadow Lodge (Sterling Section), 
Butler Lodge and Willey Lodge (N.Y. Section) 
wound up the Autumn schedule. 

On New Year's night a group of hardy men of the 
section made a night hike to Willey Lodge to spend 
the remainder of the night there. They battled their 
way through what was the roughest snowstorm of the 
season to date--Dver fifteen inches of snow fell during 
the storm. Who but Rod Rice and Dane Shortsleeve 
would lead such a trek under those conditions and 
time of night. Bob Attenborough (Member-at-Large, 
from East Hartford, Conn.) came up to Burlington 
to join the Burlington Section to take part in the 
New Year outing. 

Things Coming Up In These Parts 

On Saturday, January 14, the Burlington Section 
holds its Annual Meeting and Election of Officers for 
the ensuing year. By the time the next News is out 
there may be a change in Section Administration. 

The Annual Meeting and dinner will be held this 
year in Hotel Vermont Dining Room, just across the 
street from the site of the Van Ness Hotel, destroyed 
by fire some years ago. Hotel Van Ness was place of 
birth of the Green Mountain Club fifty-one years ago 
under the inspiration and dream of the late James P. 
Taylor. 

Another BIG EVENT for the section to follow on 
January 28th is the annual Oyster Stew supper on 
the Long Trail, at Taylor Lodge in Nebraska Notch. 

Here one walks or snowshoes for the oyster some 
three miles to the log cabin and enjoys an evening 
trek out, we hope by moonlight, after his fill of stew, 
pies, cheese, cookies and coffee-food for a Trail 
King. 

LARRY DEAN, Reporter 

"-IN A GROVE OF PINE TREES-" 

As we spend the evening at Clarendon Lodge, we 
read the Register and find that we are visiting a very 
popular spot on the Long Trail, both for passing 
hikers and for overnight campers. 

From June 18th through November 2nd, 1960, we 
add up a total of 311 persons who have signed their 
names in the Register. Besides many who do not list 
their state of residence, we find signatures of hikers 
from our own Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
New Hampshire, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Michigan, Virginia, South Carolina, Florida, the 
District of Columbia, the Province of Quebec, and 
someone from faraway Denmark. 

We see the names of Church groups, an Audubon 
Club, a Scout troop, a Summer School group, and 
several Summer Camps, for a total of 13 separate 
groups totaling 135 persons. We also find that 17 

persons or parties are hiking entire sections of our 
Long Trail, including the passing through of one of 
our 1960 End-to-Enders, and two hikers on their way 
from Georgia to Maine on the Appalachian Trail. 

And Clarendon Lodge gets its share of overnighters 
too. Summing up those who stated in the Register 
that they were spending the night at the Lodge, we 
find during the period covered by this Register a 
total of 135 camper nights. Yes, Clarendon is a 
VERY popular place! 

KILLINGTON SECTION 

NEW YORK SECTION 
Thendara Christmas 

The snow shoveling, snow melting, food hauling, 
the frozen pipes and leaks that brought spice and 
suspense to Christmas 1959 had so impressed some 
of the participants that they came back for more on 
Christmas 1960. 

Armed with the good wishes of their city friends 
sixteen stalwart souls set out to enjoy themselves
and enjoy they did: snow shoveling, snow melting, 
food hauling, frozen pipes and leaks, spice and sus
pense. 

But there was more. There was, for example, a 
remarkable devotion to the exploration of strange 
foods-venison with pine needles, juniper berries and 
ingredient X, to name one. There was a tree and 
presents under it. There were greens and candles on 
the table. There was even a Christmas mobile. 

And then, of course, there were the pure joys of 
life-snow shoeing, skating, and just plain walking. 
There was good fellowship. 

The sun was out and the snow sparkled. 1961 
anyone? 

New Year's Eve Deluxe! 
Old year out and new year in, 

It happens every year. 

ELFRIEDE FINNE 

The moon was full, the ice was fine, 
Now guess what you will hear. 

Of course we did, you know we did 
We donned our skates and gear 

Thendara Cove, the place we love 
Was ringing with Good Cheer; 

Good luck in 1961 
To all you GMCers 
To climbers, skiers, swimmers, sailors, 
and also to the walkers! 

Many fearful and wonderful things happen to 
GMC'ers. For example, take some of those who at
tended the Dinner on January 26th;-Little did we 
suspect that after Russell and Jeanne Gurnee talked 
to us of their adventures in Speleology, we'd have 
lost a few members to this great art. Then there's 
Thendareology: See all the weekenders who keep 
returning to that area-are you one who partakes , 
of Skateology, Snowshoeology Beavereology, Skii
eology or Hockeology? If you haven't yet, you'd 
better get to it soon! Keep going! There's Museology, 
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Courteology, Parkseology, Elizabetheology, Tri
buneology, Danceology and even Internationaleolo
gy ! You'd better readeology your Bulletin from end 
to end if you don't want to be left behind! Anyway, 
Have you voted? And, be sure to make your reserva
tions early for the ANNUAL MEETING on Friday, 
March 24th. Don't Misseolojit ! 

To G.M.C. members Everywhere-the New York 
section members are all O.K., but there may be some 
question about 

BETTY TONKS, Reporter 

TRAIL CONFERENCE 
Following the October 29th meeting of the Trus

tees, a Trail Conference was held, during which time 
a review was given of the latest known conditions of 
the Long Trail and its shelters. 

We are pleased to report that as 1960 drew to a 
close, our Trail was in good to excellent condition, 
and most of our Lodges, Camps and Shelters were 
also in good condition. Following is a brief report of 
each section of the Trail: 

Bennington Section, from the Massachusetts line 
to Glastenbury Mountain: Trail good, cleared in 
1960. Shelters good, except Glastenbury Camp fair. 
Old fire tower on Glastenbury will need major repairs 
in 1961. 

Worcester Section, from Glastenbury Mountain 
to Bourn Pond: Trail good, cleared in 1960, with some 
blazing done where needed. New bridge built over 
brook west of Stratton Pond. Shelters good, repaired 
as needed. 

Brattleboro Section, from Bourn Pond to old 
Route 30: Trail good, cleared in 1960. Shelters good, 
repaired as needed. 

National Forest Section, from old Route 30 to 
Wallingford Gulf: Trail good, entire section cleared 
in 1960. Trail relocated between Griffith Shelter and 
Griffith Lake, with new bridge over Roaring Brook. 
Major repairs done to Griffith Shelter, other shelters 
repaired as needed, except that Greenwall Shelter 
needs a new floor and other repairs which are scheduled 
for 1961. 

Killington Section, from Wallingford Gulf to Sher
burne Pass: Trail good to Clement Shelter, with 
major clearing and some brushing and blazing done 
in 1960. From Clement to Cooper Lodge, needs 
brushing which is scheduled for early 1961. From 
Cooper to Sherburne Pass: Trail good, cleared in 
1960. Shelters good, repaired as needed. 

National Forest Section, from Sherburne Pass to 
Sucker Brook Shelter: Trail good, cleared in 1960, 
some blazing also done. Shelters good. 

Middlebury Mountain Club Section, from Sucker 
Brook Shelter to Skyline Lodge: Trail good, cleared 
in 1960. Worth Mt., Voter-White and Skyline Lodges 
good; Sucker Brook and Boyce Shelters fair; Lake 
Pleiad Shelter is usable. 

National Forest Section, from Skyline Lodge to 
Mt. Ellen: Trail good, cleared in 1960. New Emily 
Proctor Shelter, built by Long Trail Patrol in 1960, 
replaces old Breadloaf Shelter; Cooley Glen Shelter 
fair; Battell Shelter good. 

New York Section, from Mt. Ellen to Winooski 
River: Trail good, cleared by Long Trail Patrol in 
1960. All shelters good, repaired by Patrol as needed. 

Burlington Section, from Winooski River to Smug
glers' Notch: Trail good, cleared in 1960. Shelters 
good, repaired as needed. 

Smugglers' Notch to Hazen's Notch: Trail good, 
entire section cleared by Long Trail Patrol in 1960. 
Sterling Pond Lodge repaired as needed by Mont
pelier Section; Beaver Meadow Lodge good; balance 
of shelters good, repaired by Patrol as needed. 

Hazen's Notch to Canada: Trail good, entire sec
tion brushed by Long Trail Patrol in 1960. Shelters 
good, repaired by Patrol as needed. 

We hope that the winter will be an easy one, with 
a minimum of ice and wind damage, so that the early 
hikers of 1961 will find our Trail and our Shelters in 
the fine condition that they were at the close of 1960. 

BEN ROLSTON 

END-TO-END-1931to1960 
How long does it take to become an End-to-Ender? 

One of our 1960 End-to-Enders hiked the entire 
length of the Long Trail in one trip of 23 days last 
summer. Others have taken several years to complete 
the project. But now a new record may have been 
established for the longest elapsed time between a 
first Long Trail hike and the receipt of an End-to
End award. 

In 1931, north of Jay Peak, the final link in the 
Long Trail was completed, and our Long Trail was 
now a continuous Footpath in the Wilderness, ex
tending from Massachusetts to the Canadian border. 
During that same year, Charles M. Colt, now residing 
in Danbury, Connecticut, was introduced to the 
Long Trail when his Scoutmaster took a group on a 
hike to Pico and Killington. 

During the intervening years, Mr. Colt took oc
casional trips on the Long Trail, often revisiting his 
favorite sections. In more recent years, with addi
tional hiking, the mileage has continued to accumu
late, and in 1960 he became a recipient of our End
to-End award. 

Mr. Colt's most interesting experience was his 
face-to-face encounter with a bear on the Trail in 
the Manchester area. And his letter brings to light 
one of the blessings which we all enjoy but seldom 
wri.te about- the many cold springs along the Trail, • 
which offer us such refreshment as we hike along on a 
hot summer day. 

END-TO-END COMMITTEE 

INVITATION! 
To All GMCers: 

An open invitation is extended to all members to 
write up your trail experiences and section outings 
which you would like to share with all. Just forward 
your copy to the Editor. 

Thank you. 
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FRANK DAY COMPLETES LONG TRAIL 
Frank B. Day, now of West Lafayette, Indiana, 

and for several years a very active member of the 
Middlebury Mountain Club, descended the northern 
slope of Harmon Hill on last July 11th, and upon 
1·eaching Route 9 achieved bis goal of becoming an 
End-to-Ender . Thus ended a hiking project begun 
in 19S2, covering four long trips, three short trips, 
and a total of SO days and 47 nights on the Trail. 

It began with his first trip of ten days, covering 
the Trail between the Wallingford Gulf Road and 
Breadloaf Mountain, accompanied by two compan
ions. Standing out most in their memories was the 
warm comfort of Tucker Lodge after hiking through 
a thunderstorm on Pico. 

In 19S3, Frank and one companion made an 11-day 
trip from Lincoln Gap to Smugglers' Notch. They 
were much impressed by the beauty of the Lincoln 
Range and the view of Camel's Hump from Burnt 
Rock Mountain. They spent three days exploring 
Mt. Mansfield, and regarded Butler Lodge as the 
best trail cabin they had yet seen. 

In 19S4, Frank and two companions began at 
Route 9 and covered the Trail to the Wallingford 
Gulf Road in 11 days. They enjoyed the comfort of 
lit tle Caughnawaga Shelter, and found Willis Ross 
Camp so luxur ious that t hey !:.-pent two days t here. 
In spite of a niost violent thunderstorm at Little 
Rock Pond, they rated the shelter there as the most 
beautiful location at which they camped on the kip . 
A most unusual fact was that they did not meet a 
single trail hiker during the entire trip. 

The next day after completing the above trip, 
Frank and another friend took the train to North 
Troy and began a two-week hike from the Canadian 
border to Smugglers' Notch. As Frank wrote, "This 
t rip was certainly the wildest I have ever t aken on 
the Long Trail. We had bobcats play tag with us as 
we camped under an overhanging ledge north of 
Whiteface Mountain. We bad several enraged por
cupines charge us in Devil's Gulch where there was 
no escape. During the execution of one enormous 
porcupine (3 feet long count ing his tail) at J ay Camp, 
I got a llandful of quills and had to go into Enosburg 
Falls to get some of the more persistent ones re
moved. We had more days of rain than we had ever 
had, including one three-day stretch during which 
we never got dry. After that stretch, Sterling Pond 
Lodge with its hot-burning stove and its good roof 
was a very welcome sight. We stayed there three 
days waiting for the rain to let up, and finally hiked 
down to Route 108, giving up Mt. Mansfield as a 
lost cause-lost in the clouds." 

This left only three short sections of the Long 
Trail remaining between Frank and his E nd-to-End 
award. In M ay of 1960 be made a one-day trip be
tween Skylight P ond and Lincoln Gap. On June 4th 
another one-day t rip was made to cover the section 
of trail between t he Lamoille River bridge and Parker 
C~mp which was bypassed in 19S4 because of the 
ram. 

And finally , on July 10, accompanied by his wife, 
Frank began in Massachusetts late in the afternoon 
in order to enjoy the sunset from the open summit 

north of Pine Cobble, and spent the night beside the 
Trail just north of the Vermont line. Late the next 
afternoon, Frank descended the last steep grade to 
Route 9-and became an End-to-Ender! 

END-TO-END COMMITTEE 

COOPER LODGE REGISTER 
Evaluation of a register book which was at Cooper 

Lodge this past summer has provided us with the 
following interesting statistics : 

During the period from July 8 through August 19, 
1960, the registrations break down into states as 
follows: 

Vermont S2; Massachusetts 24; New York lS; 
Connecticut 10, New Jersey 4; Illinois 3; District 
of Columbia 2; New Hampshire 2; and one each from 
Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, 
Michigan, Louisiana, and Canada, with 150 addition
al signatures from persons not listing their home 
states. 

Thus, in 43 days, a total of 269 persons signed in 
at Cooper Lodge. Many of these persons did not 
hike in, however, by way of the Long Trail, but rode 
up the new Chair Lift at Killington Peak and hiked 
down from the summit to see our Lodge. 

Included in the above totals were three groups on 
a through hike of this section of the Long Trail ; 
seven different camp groups totaling 97 persons ; a 
group of nine Scouts from Pittsfield on a SO-mile hike 
from Route 11 to Sherburne Pass; and Owen Allen 
and Lachlen Gregory on their end-to-end hike of the 
Appalachian Trail from Springer Mountain, Georgia, 
to Mt. Katahdin, Maine. 

REGISTER ON GREEN MOUNTAIN 
The GMC'er who maintains our new scenic trail 

from Little Rock Pond to the summit of Green 
Mountain installed a register box on the mountain at 
the terminus of the trail. Reviewing the signatures in 
the little register book gives us some interesting 
statistics: 

From the 30th of April through the 30th of Octo-
ber, hikers from the following states signed in: 

Massachusetts 35; Vermont 12; New York 10; 
Connecticut 8; Pennsylvania S; New Jersey 5; 
New Hampshire 1; and faraway Ireland 1. There 
were also 52 miscellaneous signatures of those who 
did not list the state of their residence. This adds 
up to a total of 129 persons who climbed Green 
Mountain for that grand view of Little Rock Pond 
far below. 
The register also provided some interesting com

ments: 
"-a striking viewpoint-one of the prettiest moun
tains on the Long Trail-the view is worth the climb 
-here while blueberries are in season-wonderful 
view for color slides-beautiful foliage-a nice job of 
clearing and blazing-" 

The last comment listed above is sweet music to 
the ears of those who swing the axe, push the saw 
and wield the paint brush. Trail clearing can be fun, 
and a rewarding experience. 
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A FAMILY END-TO-END PROJECT 
On the morning of September 4, 1960, Raymond 

L. Goss and his two sons, Ernest and Roger, arrived 
at Post 592 at the Canadian border and became out 
101st, 102nd and 103rd End-to-Enders. Readers of 
the Long Trail News will find quite interesting the 
story of this family End-to-End project, which took 
48 days of hiking and enabled the participants to 
camp at 42 of our Long Trail shelters. The following 
report is based on a letter received from Ray Goss 
by the End-to-End Committee, with quotations from 
that letter: 

First year, 1955. Ray and his three sons, Ray, Jr., 
age 13; Roger, age 9, and Ernest, age 6, residents of 
Willimantic, Connecticut, began at the Massachu
setts border and hiked to the Arlington Road, with 
5 days and 4 nights on the Trail. 

Second year, 1956. Ray's youngest son, Rene, then 
only 3 years of age, joined the family group of aspir
ing End-to-Enders. This trip, with 8 days and 7 
nights on the Trail, began at the Arlington Road and 
took the group to the Wallingford Gulf Road. 

Third year, 1957. A trip of 4 days and 3 nights 
took the hikers from the Wallingford Gulf Road to 
Sherburne Pass. ''We were much impressed by the 
location and beauty of Clarendon Lodge, and the 
sunrise from the old Pico Shelter." 

Fourth year, 1958. This trip of 12 days and 11 
nights was from Sherburne Pass to the Hedgehog 
Brook Trail just north of Cowles Cove Shelter. "We 
camped at Noyes Pond with the Rolstons of Schenec
tady. We liked the views from Mt. Horrid Cliffs. 
At Lake Pleiad Shelter we met Harris Abbott and 
Roy Buchannan who took us into town for supplies. 
Wonderful men, these trail workers. Skyline Lodge 
was the favorite of all the Long Trail camps, the 
most beautiful Lodge on the Trail and the one I 
would choose to retire at. At Birch Glen Camp two 
of the boys went down to the Beane Farm for bread. 
We had a consultation at the Hedgehog Brook Trail 
and decided that 'just about now we've had it'
boys tired, father exhausted, low on food." 

Fifth year, 1959. The Hedgehog Brook Trail was 
used to reach the Long Trail for this trip of 10 days 
and 9 nights, which took the group to Route 15. 
"It was raining over Camel's Hump, with poor visi
bility. We liked Wiley Lodge and went swimming 
there. We hired a boat over the Winooski River. At 
Butler Lodge two of the boys went down to Under
hill Center for food. Our long-awaited dream came 
true of climbing Mt. Mansfield-it was a beautiful 

·day and we had the most interesting views." 
Sixth year, 1960. This final trip, of 9 days and 8 

nights, took the hikers from Route 15 to the Cana
dian border. "Regret to say that our oldest son did 
not do the 1960 hike as he is now in the Air Force. 
At Belvidere Mt. the boys climbed the fire tower and 
visited with the Ranger. At Tillotson Camp we met 
two friendly rabbits who almost ate bread out of our 
hands. At Hazen's Notch Camp we found enough 
water for a bath. At our stay at Laura Woodward 
Shelter we had a very nice view of Jay Peak. At 
Shooting Star Shelter Ben Rolston came in to see us 
from the nearby Intersectional. The next morning 
we started out for the Canadian border at Post 592, 
where our long-awaited dream came true. After tak-

ing several pictures and shaking hands around the 
border, we started for Journey's End Camp and our 
car. We found that we had left our car at the wrong 
farm, five miles away, but a farmer took us in his car 
to where our car was parked." 

"Next year we hope to do the first part of the 
Trail that our youngest son has not done so that he 
can become an End-to-Ender too. These past six 
years have been most enjoyable for the boys and 
myself. They will always remain good memories." 

END-TO-END COMMITTEE 

HAVE YOU HEARD? 
Under this heading we would like to offer comments 

relative to organizations or publications which have 
aims and objectives similar to ours and which may 
be of interest to our members. 

In this issue our President's Message deals with 
the idea of creating a Natural Area within the State. 
Nature Centers for Young America, Inc. (10 East 
40th St., New York 16, N.Y.) encourages this on the 
local level. Specifically N.C.Y.A. is "a non-profit, 
tax-exempt membership corporation organized to aid 
American communities in setting aside areas of 
natural land, establishing living museums, exhibits 
and natural science workshops, and developing dy
namic outdoor educational programs for the youth 
of America, their families, and the generations to 
come." 

"New Horizons", an illustrated newsletter pub
lished bi-monthly, is primarily a medium for the ex
change of ideas, project reports, reviews of new books 
and lists of free and inexpensive materials. Their 
"Discovering Nature" pamphlet series explains ac
tivities designed to interest children and foster an 
appreciation of nature and nature centers. "A Green 
Island of Nature", a 16mm color sound film that 
explains the Nature Center is available for free loan 
or purchase. 

In answer to the question "What Is A Nature 
Center?" Leonard Outhwaite, a Research Consultant 
for N.C.Y.A. begins with the following paragraph: 

"A Nature Center is a slice-as generous as pos
sible-of native, natural America. 

It is an area of our land having on it, as far as 
possible, the grasses, flowers, plants, trees, streams, 
fish, birds, animals that have lived there in the past 
and naturally belong there. 

It is land set aside for the enjoyment and use of all 
the people of the city, town, or district. It exists so 
that people who otherwise lead hurried and busy 
lives in narrow and noisy streets can relax for a time 
amid woods and fields, streams and lakes. It is a place 
where they can learn to enjoy and understand the 
world of nature. A place where children can see the 
natural scenes that earlier Americans knew and lived 
in; a place where all may learn for themselves at first 
hand the many lessons that nature supplies to those 
who watch and listen." 

For the complete story send for "New Horizons" 
-September-October 1960. 

Perhaps we in the metropolitan area who are sur
rounded by constant construction are more conscious 
of the need for a "green island"; however, a basic 
understanding of nature and conservation is essential 
for all Americans-young or old, in city or country. 


