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Editor 
MARY PERKINS 

129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

TAYLOR FUND USE FOR 
SHELTER REBUILDING 

This past summer your Trustees approved of the 
construction, by our Long Trail Patrol, of a new 
closed camp at Jay Peak and a new Adirondack 
shelter at Whiteface. These new structures replace 
the former camp and shelter at these locations which 
had been in service for many years. Jay Camp re
placement at a new location was forced by the con
struction of a new cross-mountain highway adjacent 
to the former site. Whiteface replacement, on the 
other hand, was dictated by the unrepairable condi
tion of the old shelter which had been in service for 
36 years. Both new structures are a credit to our 
Club, and have already been used by many hikers. 
I believe that Jim Taylor would be pleased to know 
that the James P. Taylor Memorial Fund made the 
construction of these new structures possible, and 
that the Green Mountain Club is endeavoring to not 
only maintain the footpath that he conceived .but to 
also maintain most of the 57 shelters and camps that 
make possible extended hikes on the Long Trail. 

Although the Club is very pleased to announce the 
construction of these new structures on the Long 
Trail, I must bring to your attention the fact that 23 
of the shelters and camps are now more than 25 
years old; some of these will need replacement in the 
very near future before they collapse. These shelters 
have served our Long Trail hikers well over the years 
and we should, of course, be doing everything possible 
to replace them before they become untenable. Un
fortunately, however, small camps or shelters of the 
type constructed at Jay and Whiteface, even with 
considerable volunteer labor employed, tend to cost 
at least $500 each. Furthermore, as the Taylor 
Memorial Fund has now dipped below the $1000 
mark, we could at best construct only two more 
shelters before exhausting the Fund. 

·As a continued living memorial to the memory of 
Jim Taylor, the founder of the "footpath in the 
wilderness," the Trustees have authorized your 
President to ask the members and friends of the 
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Green Mountain Club to consider contributing to 
the Taylor Memorial Fund to permit an extended 
shelter rebuilding program in the near future. Each 
contribution, be it small or large, will be greatly 
accepted and will be set aside to help finance the 
replacement of the several venerable but tottering 
shelters and camps that are no longer a credit to the 
Green Mountain Club. Although I did not personally 
know Jim Taylor, I am sure that he would approve 
of this program to keep the Long Trail a hiking path 
which the Green Mountain can continue to be proud 
of. If you agree, and are contemplating a donation 
to some worthy cause, please carefully consider 
making the Taylor Fund the recipient of your gener
osity. Donations may be sent to the Green Mountain 
Club, Treasurer, 108 Merchants Row, Rutland, 
Vermont. 

ARTHUR R. KOERBER, President 

NOVEMBER TRUSTEES MEETING AND 
GMC TRAIL CONFERENCE 

The November 1st Trustees meeting and Trail 
Conference held in Rutland, Vermont brought forth 
many reports, suggestions and discussions which 
showed there is much Club work to be done, and 
also, on the other side, work is going ahead slowly. 

John Martin, in speaking for the publicity and 
membership committee reported that we have 203 
paid members-at-large, 13 of these having come in 
from the Guide Book Supplement application forms. 
Two new Life Members have also been added to the 
membership list. Over 600 of the new "Short Trips" 
folders have been distributed. The Guide Book has 
done well in sales, and is practically sold out. 

Alan Gormley and Donald Kent were appointed 
co-chairmen of the 1959 Intersectional. 
. John Vandell reported that the new slide collection 
is completed with 30 of the best of the old collection 
and 70 new slides added. The introduction to the 
commentary was written by Frances Green, and the 
commentary by the chairman, John Vondell. 
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President Koerber, announced that the next 
meeting of the Trustees will take place in Rutland, 
April 11, 1959. 

Trail Conference 
At the Trail Conference held on the afternoon of 

the Trustees meeting, Chairman, Craigue Perkins 
presided, and a lively discussion took place con
cerning the condition of trails and shelters; com
mercial camps' use of the Trail; and monopolizing of 
certain lodges and shelters on the Trail. Two detailed 
reports were given; one by Roy Buchanan, chairman 
of the Long Trail Patrol, and the other by John S. 
Maslack, District Ranger, Northern District, Green 
Mountain National Forest. 

Mr. Maslack's report showed that the following 
GMC shelters were unsatisfactory: Sunrise, Sucker 
Brook, Lake Pleiad, Boyce, Breadloaf, and Cooley 
Glen. He also mentioned the sanitation problem in 
connection with shelters in the National Forest. He 
implied that, though no minimum of standardization 
exists for these GMC shelters, if conditions are not 
improved, it might become necessary to have such 
a standard. He also reported that the forest service 
has scheduled the trail work needed to be done in the 
Nati~nal Forest from Sherburne Pass through Mt. 
Ellen, and as time permits, this will be taken care 
of in 1959 and 1960. The Middlebury Mountain 
Club Section has agreed to do some work in this area. 

Long Trail Patrol Report to Trail Conference 
by RoY BucHANAN, Chairman 

Men employed-3 men for 5 weeks; 4 men for 1 week; 
5 men for 1week;6 men for 2 weeks. 
Total weeks-9 

Costs-Food and wages $2100.46 
Total cost $2727.33 

Trails cleared-Mowed and brushed Hazen's Notch 
to Canada with side trails. 
Blow downs out and blazes painted 
Chilcoot Pass to Hazen's Notch with 
side trails 
Blow downs out and blazes painted 
AT-LONG Trail Lodge to Barnard 
Road 
Painted and cleared Jay Village trail 
through Ski Area 
Located and cleared Jay Camp loop 

Road Signs -5 new signs on new cedar posts at 
Hazen's Notch, Frying Pan Brook, 
West of Johnson, Smuggler's Notch, 
and Foot of Taft trail. 

Canadian Trail Extension-Contacted Canadian 
Youth Hostel group from Montreal 
concerning extension of Trail from 
Post 592. 

Bolton Ferry -Got boat and put in at Winooski 
River crossing. New York and Bur
lington Sections paid for the boat. 

Camp Repairs-Sterling Pond, Ritterbush, Barrows, 
French, Hazen's Notch, Lake Pleiad, 
Sunrise, Sucker Brook, Boyce also 
creosote for Journeys End, Shooting 

Star, Hazens' Notch and Tillotson. 

Camps built-Jay-built away from road-frame, 
closed camp with stove. Sleeps 8 
easily or 12 with difficulty. Cost 
$515.33 

Whiteface-built at old location
Adirondack log shelter. Sleeps 6 to 10 
-No stove. Cost $556.16 Hardware 
cloth for bunks 

Sugar Bush Ski Area-Went there to check necessary 
trail changes. Agreed with Ranger 
Maslack to leave trail approach as is 
-then go directly past the east end 
of the unloading area and follow near 
the west edge of the ski trail, north, 
until the woods can be re-entered. 

50th ANNIVERSARY ST AMP 

Some of the Trustees believe there is a chance that 
a GMC 1960-50thAnniversary Postage Stamp maybe 
issued. In view of this thinking, Trustee Donald Kent 
has been appointed chairman of a committee to work 
on the project. At this writing, his committee is active
ly working at top speed to get the desired results, for 
the first meeting of the Citizen's Stamp Advisory 
Committee is to meet in Washington, D. C. on Janu
ary 22nd. Recommendations for the GMC-Long 
Trail Stamp will be sent to the Postmaster General 
before that date. 

One of the standards by which judgment can be 
made as to whether or not this type of stamp may 
be issued is that the commemoration be at least for 
a 50th anniversary. 

As 1960 marks our 50th anniversary, and as Don 
Kent says, in line with the nation's general trend to 
participate iu back to nature activities, and the 
government's long range plan of "ope~ation out
doors," we think the GMC and the Long Trail de
serve national recognition. 

GMC members belonging to stamp clubs as well 
as all other members interested in this project may 
be able to help. For further information write to 
Donald Kent, Newfane, Vermont. 

MIDDLEBURY MOUNTAIN CLUB SECTION 

I enclose a full log book from Montclair Glen Lodge 
which was visited by a MMC overnight hike on 
November 15-16. At present there is a small, pocket
sized notebook being used as a log. I brought the full 
log down inasmuch as it was getting chewed up and 
would not last much longer. 

We came up the Forest City Trail, spent the night 
at Montclair, and then followed the Long Trail over 
to the huts, and then returned via the Burrows 
Trail. Both the Forest City and the Burrows are very 
well blazed, but the latter could use some brushing, 
as could the Long Trail itself in that area. I did some 
clearing as I went along, but a work hike could well 
spend some time up there. 

PAUL w. FRAZIER 
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REPORT FROM KILLINGTON SECTION 

The Killington Section members have taken hikes 
to Sunnyside, Mr. Carmel, and Clarendon Lodge. 
The annual covered dish supper was as usual well 
attended. 

The rest of the winter schedule looks interesting, 
and the fireside hikers should start to emerge any day 
now. On January 24th a moonlight snowshoe hike 
is planned for Tucker Lodge. On January 29th the 
annual supper meeting will be held. Another snow
shoe hike to Buffam Shelter on February 8th, and the 
annual winter weekend on February 21-22 winds up 
the winter program. Spring feelings come early to 
Vermont, so the spring schedule will be issued soon. 

NEWS FROM WORCESTER SECTION 

Worcester Section activities during November, 
December and January included a hike on Mt. 
W achusett followed by a chicken pie supper at a near 
by camp; a Christmas party and gift exchange was 
held two weeks before Christmas; New Years Day 
open house was held at our camp in Leicester. Here 
skating and fireside chatting along with a delicious 
chowder supper proved popular. Skating has been so 
good in the Worcester area this season, that two 
weeks later a group enjoyed a skating party and 
supper at camp. A winter weekend party was held 
at Northfield Inn in the Berkshires January 17-18. 

The Worcester Section's officers for 1959 are: 
President, David F. Johnson, 32 Chadwick St., 
Worcester, Mass. Vice President, Stewart B. 
Van Buren, 21 Radmore St., Worcester, Secretary, 
Dorothy A. Fossberg, 9 Trinity Ave., Worcester, 
Mass. Treasurer, Marion Elvidge, 89 Potter Hill 
Rd., Grafton, Mass. 

Reported by ROBERT HUMES 

The National Audubon Society is endeavoring to 
alert not only conservationists but the public gener
ally to the danger threatening all of us from the 
cumulative effects of indiscriminate broadcasting of 
toxic chemicals. Research by the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife and others all points to the destructive, 
initial, and cumulative, effect of these chemicals to 
wildlife and the threat which their continued use 
poses to man himself. The Society has urgently 
recommended that the Department of Agriculture 
stop all insect control programs in which highly toxic 
chemicals are broadcast unless incontrovertible 
evidence becomes available that no serious damage 
to human and wildlife resources will result. 

NEW YORK SECTION REPORT 

On November 16th, an audience of 72 Club mem
bers and New Jersey forest officials witnessed the 
dedication of a new shelter on the Appalachian Trail 
to the memory of our late president, Gren Anderson. 
The shelter stands in Stokes State Forest near 
Culvers Lake and fills an important gap in the shelter 
system of the AT. A suitable plaque that has been 
placed in the shelter was unveiled by Mrs. Anderson. 

The shelter was built with funds raised by the New 
York Section of the GMC as a memorial shortly 
after our president passed away in December 1957. 
Club members did the actual building also, the chief 
moving spirits and designers being Sam Wilkinson, 
a trustee of this Section of the GMC, and Han-y 
Smith, a past president of the Section. They were 
assisted by many of the members on what proved to 
be a summer-long project. 

The shelter itself is a de luxe affair with a plank 
floor, a built-in table as well as a park-style movable 
table, rustic rain gutters for the front eaves and a 
stone fireplace. The one-haler features a red signal 
that can be operated only from the inside, an inven
tion of Han-y's. A reliable spring is about fifty yards 
away. Actual test on the night before the dedication 
showed the sleeping capacity to be nine. 

The shelter was formally turned over to representa
tives of the Stokes State Forest who will be respon
sible for its future maintenance. 

The New York Section maintains 22 miles of the 
AT in northwestern New Jersey. Our treasurer, 
Worth Smith, was instrumental in laying out and 
constructing a large part of this prior to its incorpora
tion in the AT. We also maintain 5V2 miles of the AT 
plus more than 10 miles of local trails in Bear Moun
tain Park. It was pointed out at the dedication that 
the AT is far below the Long Trail in its shelter 
system, having less than half as many shelters in 
proportion to its length. 

Our winter season has some walks for the hardy 
souls, many ice skating parties, some skiing and a few 
snow bird camping weekends at Thendara or on the 
Trail. I'm afraid some of our non GMC friends think 
we are happy morons. 

BETTY TONKS 

Editor's note: Besides the above mentioned trail 
maintenance, the New York Section does a sizable 
amount of shelter and trail maintenance on the Long 
Trail. We think now is as good a time as any to say 
that we appreciate the commendable work they are 
doing in this regard. 

LUCRETIUS H. ROSS 

Dr. Lucretius Henry Ross, 91, died last October at 
the Putnam Memorial Hospital in Bennington, Ver
mont where he had served on its staff since 1918. 

One of the oldest members of the community, Dr. 
Ross had practiced medicine in Bennington for 60 
years. , 

A lover of outdoor life, he was one of the most en
thusiastic members of the Green Mountain Club in 
the early days of its founding. He spent many days 
laying out parts of the Trail, maintaining it, and 
keeping up the shelters. 

ADDITIONS TO THE 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP LIST 

MAX SAUTER, Pittsfield, Mass. 
J oHN T. COWLES, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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UP THE TRAIL APIECE 
BURLINGTON 

Forty Odd enjoyed Hallowe'en merriment at the 
Colchester Grange Hall November 1st. It began with 
a basket supper followed by an evening of games and 
square dancing. 

Four members of our Section were able to join the 
New York Sectioners at Camp Thendara for their 
open house weekend. They reported that they hope 
they may have this opportunity again next autumn. 
They had such a fine time, it was worth the distance 
they had to travel. 

Twenty members enjoyed a wiener roast at the 
Mt. Philo State Park on November 23rd. 

The Beaver Meadow Lodge trip slated for an over
night event developed into a day's outing on Decem
ber 7th. 

The next two outings on our schedule found the 
gang hauling out their skis for the ski slopes of Jay 
on January first and Underhill Ski Bowl on January 
11th. A few die-hard snowshoers tagged a long too. 
While the group was in the Jay region they went 
over to the new Jay Camp. 

On January 21st the Burlington Section gathered 
around the table to fill their faces and to name 
officers for the ensuing year. 

On the evening of December 13th an open house 
was held at Hillcrest Road and 43 Club followers 
helped Roy Buchanan celebrate his 77th birthday 
anniversary. Ken Fisher showed slides that brought 
back memories of early Club activities. Mrs. Don 
Havens steered the event. 

LARRY DEAN 

END-TO-ENDERS SPEAK UP 

Malcolm and Nanna Stewart of State College, 
Pennsylvania finished hiking the Long Trail from 
end to end in the summer of 1957. When time per
mitted, on January 10, 1958 they sent in a very good 
account of their adventure. Included in their report 
besides the details of their trip, were "General Re
marks" which we think deserve to be printed here: 
''General Remarks-The Guide Book-We would like 
to suggest that the Guide Book be written from 
North to South as well as from South to North. We 
had considerable trouble reading the book back
wards, in some places, notably from Troy to Jour
ney's End Camp and at the Vt. 15 highway. 

"The description of the Summit House on Mt. 
Mansfield and the Long Trail Lodge seemed to us 
inaccurate. Provisions for hikers were not available 
here, except what one might get from any hotel in 
the way of canned goods and fresh food, and bunks 
were $6. a night at the Summit House, and meals at 
the Lodge were $2.50-neither seemed to us reason
able prices at least not for the average hiker. 

The Trail-The northern section of the Trail can 
truly be called "footpath in the wilderness." It is 
wild and seldom follows roads or passes signs of 
civilization. However, we feel the southern section 
depends too much on roads, and passes through too 
many settled areas . . . we feel that the Trail could 
be rerouted through wilder sections . . . The Cold 

River section, however, is very beautiful, and in our 
opinion, should be kept. 

"The Camps-We noticed that many of the camps 
in the southern section were without log books ... 
Log books are very entertaining to read, and helpful 
too. We often got valuable information about Trail 
conditions ahead, and could inform others of what 
we had found. We missed these books in the majority 
of the cabins south of the Long Trail Lodge.'' 

ADDITION TO END-TO-ENDER LIST 

JoHN T. CowLES, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Reading by C. Ross McKENNEY 
At 1958 Annual Meeting 

Author unknown 
''When you walk through the woods 
I want you to hear a million sounds in your ear. 
The scratch and rattle of wind tossed trees, 
A rush as a timid chipmunk flees, 
The cry of a hawk from the distant sky, 
A purr of leaves as a breeze rolls by, 
Brooks that rumble, stones that ring, 
And birds that teach your heart to sing. 

"When you walk through the woods 
I want you to see the floating gold of a bumblebee. 
Rivers of sunlight, pools of shade, 
And toadstools sleeping in mossy jade, 
A cobweb wet with a catch of dew, 
Tree top cones against the blue, 
Dancing flowers, bright green flies, 
And birds that make rainbows in your eyes. 

''When you walk through the woods 
I want you to feel that no mere man could make this 

real. 
Could paint the throb of a butterfly's wing, 
Or teach a woodthrush how to sing, 
Or could paint the wonders of earth and sky, 
There's something greater than you or I. 
When you walk through the woods and the birches 

nod, 
Folks, meet a friend of mine named God." 

NEW ENGLAND TRAIL CONFERENCE 
The Annual New England Trail Conference will 

be held April 4th at the University of Massachusetts 
in Amherst, with Arthur R. Koerber, Chairman, 
presiding. 

To inform all GMC members, and to let them know 
that they are welcome to attend this meeting we 
quote Chairman, Koerber: "As you know the NETC 
is an organization of all the hiking clubs in New 
England, and serves as a clearing house of informa
tion concerning footpaths in the hills and mountains 
of New England. Once a year representatives from 
most of the clubs get together in Amherst to discuss 
mutual problems, report trail conditions, and by 
forums and lectures exchange ideas and experience. 
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The evening program usually includes a professional 
lecturer. 

"As the Green Mountain Club is one of the larger 
clubs affiliated with the NETC, I would be very 
pleased to have as many GMC members as possible 
attend. Based on the populatiry of our past meetings, 
I am sure that the 1959 meeting will be both re
warding and enjoyable." 

The following program is to be presented: 

THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL TRAIL CONFERENCE 

at 
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS, AMHERST 

April 4, 1959 

All Meetings in Skinner Hall Auditorium 
10:00 A.M. New England Trail Conference-Arthur 

R. Koerber, Pittsfield, Chairman. Constit
uent clubs reporting on trails and shelters 
over the New England area. Discussion. 

12 :45 P.M. Lunch in the Student Union. 

Afternoon Program-Chairman, ]. H. Hitchcock, 
Worcester 

2:30 P .M. "Hiking and Camping Equipment," 
William E. Randall, Jr. Associate Profes
sor of Recreation, U of M. During the 
week he teaches Camping and Recreation 
--on weekends and vacations he goes 
camping. His talk will be amply illus
trated with all kinds of equipment, but 
beamed mainly toward the everyday 
camper. 

3:45 P.M. "Climbing In the Alps," Benton L. 
Amherst, member of A.M.C. and Swiss 
Alpine Club. This beautifully illustrated 
talk will cover a recent climbing expedi
tion in the Pennines region between 
Arolla and Zermatt, Switzerland. Mr. 
Hatch is Associate Librarian, U of M and 
is a seasoned and ardent mountaineer. 

5:30 P.M. Dinner-Methodist Church, Amherst. 
$1.60 by ticket only, purchased by March 
31. Write directly to Dr. C. A. Peters, 
16 Sunset Court, Amherst. 

Evening Program 
7:00 P .M. Skit: Metawampe Club. 
7:20 P.M. "Nature Trailing in the Berkshires," a 

colorfully illustrated narration of the 
plant and wildlife found in the Berkshires. 
Alvan W. Sanborn, Director, Pleasant 
Valley Sanctuary, Lenox, Mass. 

VERMONT WELCOMES HIKERS 

By GEORGE HUBER 

I'm just back from two weeks of hiking, mountain 
climbing and camping in Vermont. I also got stuck 

in a beaver swamp, which was rather humiliating, 
but other than that a good time was had by all. 

The occasion was the Potomac Appalachian Trail 
Club's annual out-of-town trip. This club which 
spends much of its time building and maintaining the 
Appalachian Trail and other mountain trails in the 
vicinity of Washington, each year takes a hiking and 
camping trip to, some other section of the country. 

Previous excursions have taken them to such 
places as the Great Smokies, Katahdin in Maine, the 
White Mountains of New Hampshire, the Catskills 
in New York and a section of the Green Mountains in 
Vermont further to the south than the one visited 
this time. A truck is hired to carry the camping gear 
and even some of the campers, and this year with 
the comings and goings by various means of transpor
tion we had as many as 35 in camp at one time. 

One of the nights in Vermont was spent in the 
famous Long Trail Lodge in Sherburne Pass at the 
foot of Pico Peak where the Appalachian Trail turns 
east and heads for New Hampshire and Maine and 
the Long Trail continues north toward Canada. The 
other nights were spent camping out in a "perma
nent" camp set up on a piece of mountainside, near 
the Long Trail, owned by Bill Mersch, one of the 
PATC members. 

Also the Green Mountain Club, the outdoors club 
of that area, greeted us the first night with a showing 
of color slides of the area we were to hike through. 
Another social affair was a day spent sightseeing in
stead of hiking when we went through the Vermont 
Marble Co. plant at Proctor, Vt. We were given the 
foll important-people-from-Washington treatment, 
including a visit into a marble quarry down under a 
mountain not seen by ordinary tourists. 

With all that it would seem we hardly had time 
for the main purpose of the trip, hiking, but we did. 
We were up at dawn every day and headed into the• 
hills soon after breakfast. 

That Green Mountain country is great to hike 
through. The forests have been growing back after 
being stripped by lumbering a generation or so ago, 
and the views are magnificent. There are occasional 
lakes-ponds they are called there-but mostly it is 
mountains and mountain ranges, one after another 
and seemingly piled on top of each other. 

We were especially fortunate in having clear 
weather the day of our longest and toughest hike, a 
climb up the south slope of Killington Peak, second 
highest in the State (4,200 feet), and across the ridge 
to Pico Peak (3,900 feet), where there's a fire lookout 
tower. To the north, east and south from those peaks 
we could see better than 100 miles it seemed, and 
identified other mountains in Canada, New Hamp
shire (Mt. Washington, positively) and New York. 
We also were able to spot Lake Champlain. 

On another day we got lost, not really lost, but off 
the trail. This was a hike up Blue Ridge Mountain, 
a 3,200-foot slope to the east of the main ridge which 
affords a superb view of Sherburne Pass, Pico, 
Killington and the other principal peaks. 

We went up the regular trail with no trouble, but 
for the return trip we went against the advice of local 
hikers and attempted a long-abandoned trail. And 



The Long Trail News 

as they predicted, the trail petered out about halfway 
down and we were left in trackless woods. 

There was nothing to do except bushwack along a 
compass course, which we did, heading east where 
we knew we'd hit a road in a couple of miles. We 
came out okay, but only after pushing our way 
through some rather thick country, complete with 
deadfalls, rocky slopes, an unexpected swamp and 
other mantraps. 

From the WASHINGTON STAR-Sept. 23, 1958 

WINTER ON THE MOUNTAINS 

The Long Trail, in the most part, not suitable for 
skiing, is ideal for snow shoeing. The many closed-in 
shelters that could be a point of destination where 
lunch could be eaten, and a rest taken before the 
trip back, are open in the winter as well as in the 
other hiking seasons. A hike on snowshoes can be a 
thrilling winter adventure over lovely wooded trails. 

For years now, visitors have been coming to the 
Vermont mountains in winter to enjoy the beauty 
of the snow clad peaks, and to ski down their slopes. 
There are an equal number of people who stay home, 
watch the happy throngs start out, and wish that 
they could go along. But, alas, they are not skiers. 
Their problem can be simply solved with a pair of 
snowshoes. 

Now then, with our snowshoes, let's hit the Trail. 
We won't try winter camping this time. That may 
be a little more rugged than we wish to start in with. 

It's Saturday morning, clear and cold with a 
temperature of 14 degrees with a promise of snow 
flurries (we hope so). After a leisurely breakfast, we 
start off with our packs containing food for a hot 
lunch, extra mittens and sweaters and a small axe. 
We travel south on route 103, park the car just off 
the highway above Clarendon Gorge, and then return 
to the Long Trail sign, cross the highway and go 
north on the Trail to Clarendon Lodge. 

We have heard that Clarendon Lodge and setting 
is one of the most beautiful on the Long Trail, so 
now we are off to see for ourselves. There is no need 
to hurry. It is so good to be away from the hustle and 
bustle of the city. This is a different world. No 
worries. No cares. For just this one day the world 
looks clean and good. We take a deep breath of the 
cold, fresh air, and then another and then another. 
Oh, it's so invigorating. The sunshine flickering 
through the trees makes the snow laden branches 
almost shout their beauty to the onlooker, and yet, 
the quietness is so deep it awes. 

Soon we come to the Lodge, and indeed it is a 
beautiful sight sitting among the pines, with a laugh
ing brook close by. As we looked at the Lodge and 
exclaimed about its beauty, we recalled the story of 
its building. Long ago there stood on this site the old 
Clarendon camp built in 1921. Time and the elements 
worked together to wear the camp out, and by 1952 
the present Lodge was built in its place. But these 

are only the bare facts. The heart of the story goes 
deeper, and here it is: 

A young couple, Carl and Maxine Newhall built 
this Lodge. They were not Vermonters or even per
manent residents of Vermont, but from the state of 
Maine, stationed in Rutland, Vermont for only a few 
years while Carl completed an engineering job for 
his company. On coming to Vermont, they joined the 
Green Mountain Club, Killington Section, and came 
to know and love the Green Mountains better than a 
great many Vermonters. 

They spent most of their free time during the 
spring and summer of 1952 in building Clarendon 
Lodge. Permission for locating trails on the Long 
Trail, and building shelters has to be secured from 
the owners of the land. This was a tremendous job in 
the early history of the Green Mountain Club. The 
first thing Carl had to see to was getting permission 
from the owner of the land to rebuild Clarendon 
shelter. Permission was given, and it didn't take 
Carl long to get to work on the building. 

By that fall, one of the best Lodges on the Trail 
was completed, and a housewarming party was 
scheduled for October that year. Fifty people turned 
out for the party. Nobody expected any such turnout. 
At three-thirty that afternoon an advance party had 
gone in to get things started, such as getting wood 
cut, stove going, water boiling, etc. 

The crowd started to come by threes and sixes. 
Gasoline lanterns gave brilliant light inside and out 
by the fires. There was much excitement, and rushing 
around with cries of "She's boiling" and "Gang way, 
hot stuff coming through.'' The front windows of the 
Lodge were opened and the food dished inside and 
passed out to the crowd; spaghetti and sauce, cab
bage salad, bread and butter, doughnuts and coffee. 
There is always a lull in the conversation at the start 
of an outdoor meal. Everyone is so busy eating. 
That's how it was. 

No speeches were made but everyone there under
stood and appreciated that the new Lodge had been 
made possible first by a donation of money from Mr. 
N. 0. Wiley of New York and by 400 hours of labor 
contributed by Carl and Maxine Newhall. They have 
gone back to Maine to live, and being the kind of 
folks they are, no doubt they never regret the labor 
of love they gave in the building of Clarendon Lodge. 
It will stand sturdy and strong for at least a genera
tion of hikers to enjoy. 

Where were we? 0, yes, just about ready to enter 
the Lodge. Someone had left a pile of wood ready 
for the fire, so we used this and started our fire. The 
stove smoked, but after a while everything was under 
control. We went to the brook for water then went 
out again to gather and chop wood. Soon we had 
enough wood as well as exercise, and were ravenously 
hungry. The hot soup, sandwiches, cookies, fruit and 
coffee never tasted better. By this time, the Lodge 
was cozy and warm but the call of the outdoors was 
strong. We zipped up our jackets, put on our snow
shoes, and sampled more of the Trail. When we be
came tired from climbing, we retraced our steps, 
said "goodbye" to Clarendon Lodge, and went back 
to what is called civilization. 


