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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
REGARDING LINCOLN MT. DEVELOPMENT 

At the November Trustees meeting in Rutland 
your Trustees had the opportunity to discuss in de
tail with Mr. Paul Newcomb, Supervisor of the Green 
Mountain National Forest, the proposed ski develop- . 
ment on the eastern flank of Lincoln Mt. The Trus
tees are extremely interested in this project, as the 
upper terminal will border on or possibly intersect 
the Long Trail. After a lengthy discussion, your 
Trustees requested the President to pass on their ob
servations to the members of the Green Mountain 
Club. Although it is almost impossible to translate 
many different opinions into a composite opinion ac
ceptable to all, I agreed to try. 

It is our understanding that the G. M. N. F. has 
carefully reviewed the available outdoor recreation 
facilities in or near the National Forest, and has con
cluded that the Warren-Lincoln Mt. area can absorb 
a high grade, year around, uphill conveyance of the 
gondola or chair lift type with its supporting termi
nals, buildings and trails. The G.M.N.F. will lease 
the area to a private company, charge suitable rent, 
and periodically check the plans and development 
to guarantee that the terms of the lease are adhered 
to. We also understand that the terms include such 
items as year round use, control of erosion, type of 
buildings, safety of mechanical construction, and 
direct supervision of all trees to be cut. 

Your Trustees believe that the present adminis
tration of the G.M.N.F. is earnestly trying to satisfy 
the best interests of the State of Vermont and the 
optimum use of National Forest land for recreation 
purposes. However, we have asked the G.M.N.F. 
supervisor to seek out the opinion of the Green 
Mountain Club at the earliest possible date should 
additional developments of any kind be proposed for 
National Forest land adjacent to the Long Trail so 
that we may offer comments early enough to be of 
value to all concerned. 

As the present Lincoln Mt. area development has 
progressed well beyond the talking stage, our com
ments are restricted to those pertaining to the area 
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immediately adjacent to the Long Trail. We have 
asked Mr. Newcomb to diligently strive to include 
in the final contract the following provisions: a suf
ficient depth of forest to isolate the footpath of the 
~ong Trail adjacent to the development, or, if this 
1s not possible, to provide for minor relocations to 
p~rmit such isolation; suitable signs and arrows to 
direct the through hiker along the Long Trail in this 
are~; suitable signs and arrows on any connecting 
trails constructed between the development and the 
Long Trail; the use of a simple architectural design 
for the upper terminal buildings which will blend 
with the forest surroundings; refusal to allow the 
construction of "souvenier" and "hot-dog" stands· 
and rigid policing rules to prevent the littering of th~ 
area. We also asked Mr. Newcomb to verify that the 
contract includes iron clad provisions to prevent un
restricted forest removal by the private company on 
National Forest land. 

Although your Trustees are not opposed to the 
advancement of organized skiing, we believe that 
certain areas of our National Forest should remain 
in their natural state as wilderness areas, and that 
the Long Trail should continue to be a footpath in 
the wilderness. As the Trustees are elected to speak 
for the Green Mountain Club, we will welcome any 
thoughts that you, as members of the Green Moun
tain Club,, wish to pass on to us in this regard, either 
for or agamst the suggestions that we have made. 

ARTHUR R. KOERBER, President 
November 4, 1957 

The President of the Green Mountain Club has 
given with care, honesty, and sincerity his version 
of the Trustees opinions voiced at their November 
2nd meeting held in Rutland, Vermont. 

The editor of the Long Trail News believes that 
due to the inroads of private business on Govern
rr;ie_nt land, taking place all over our country, we, as 
c1t1zens, should be watchful and fearful of what is go
ing on. We invite your opinion on this subject, and 
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any letters sent to the editor will be published as 
space permits. 

REPORT OF THE 
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

The Conservation Committee has carefully con
sidered the matter of the Lincoln Peak ski develop
ment since it first heard of it in October of this year. 

We are interested in: 
1. Seeing that the Long Trail is not obstrncted, 

obliterated in spots, or interfered with in any way. 
Our Club and its sections have been working on this 
trail and its shelters for nearly fifty years. We have 
spent thousands upon thousands of dollars and in
numerable man hours to make and keep the Long 
Trail what it is-A Footpath in the Wilderness. This 
is a living, active thing, not falling into any disuse 
with the years, but actually being used more and 
more every year. It would seem to this committee 
that a certain specified distance might always be 
kept between the Long Trail and ski trails. 

2. eeing that the State of Vermont itself does not 
spoil wilderness areas and its beauty spots for the 
sake of quick money or prospects of trade which may 
or may not materialize. Once these lovely spots are 
gone, they can never be replaced. Ski trails and open 
slopes involve cutiing wide swaths through the forest, 
swaths often from 40 to 80 feet wide. One of Ver
mont's chief charms to many who have bought prop
erty and settled there is the peace and quiet of her 
mountains and countryside and the lack of com
mercialism, so apparent in some other New England 
states. 

3. Seeing that all who are interested in such pro
posed developments-either for or against-be given 
sufficient time to consider the matter and take such 
action as they see fit . In the present case, we feel 
that the time between when the proposed develop
ment was advertised and Nov. 1st, when interested 
parties were to present their qualifications- or about 
two weeks-was not sufficient to allow: 

a. all interested developers to consider properly. 
b. any clubs, groups or citizens to act as they might 

wish. 
These developments are of great moment to all in 

Vermont and many elsewhere. Everyone should have 
time to express views pro or con. 

Vermont already has many good ski areas. With 
the present plans for enlarging Bromley and Mt. 
Snow, plus the developmenis planned. for Killington 
and Stratton, it could well be argued that the Lin
coln Peak project is an overdevelopment. 

W are not against skiing nor ski developments. 
Many in our Club and on our co.rnmitt e are ardent 
skiers. We a re for protection of onr Long Trail and 
the beauty spots of Vermont- her vanishing wilder
ness areas. 

The committee would welcome letters from mem
bers and friends either for or against this proposed 
Lincoln Peak project. 

LILLIAN P . LODGE 
Chairman Conservation Committee 
Green Mountain Club, Inc., Rutland, Vt. 

TRUSTEES MEETING 

Though the day didn't seem long enough, much 
business was taken care of November 2nd when the 
GMC trnstees met in Rutland, Vermont. Here are 
some of the highlights: 

Perhaps the most important item of business was 
the discussion of the Lincoln Mt. area ski develop
ment. Mr. Paul Newcomb, Supervisor of the Federal 
Forest Service, informed the trustees about the proj
ect, and all the trustees had an opportunity to ex
press their opinions. The President was asked to 
write a summary of these opinions for THE LONG 
TRAIL NEWS and for Mr. Newcomb. This appears 
on page one. 

Publicity chairman, John Martin, reported that 
there are only 230 SHORT TRIP folders left, and 
he was advised to go ahead and cooperate with the 
VDC in having more printed. 

John Vondell said that he hasn't had much of any 
response from his request for slides for the new col
lection his committee is trying to make. He requested 
again that members send in slides. 

The location of the 1958 annual meeting is to be 
Long Trail Lodge in Sherburne, Vermont according 
~o Don Kent, chairman. He says the program is shap
mg up. 

Larry Dean, in reporting for the Historical Com
mittee, brought out the fact that the GMC's 50th 
anniversary will take place in 1960, not too far away. 

Gene Bamforth was voted a life member. 
John Martin, president of the Killington Section, 

was asked to have his Section take over the responsi
bilities of the 1958 Intersectional. 

From the President's file we learned that the Ster
ling Section has become active again and now has 
eleven members. Worcester Section members have 
been busy improving their new camp at Cedar Mead
ow Lake in Leicester, Massachusetts. The Mont
pelier Section keeps active with a planned program 
of hikes. 

Trail Conference 

After the business of the Trustees meeting was 
completed, Craigue Perkins presided at the annual 
Trail Conference. Reports were given by Section 
members concerning conditions and maintenance of 
their portions of the Trail and shelters. 

Vandalism was reported to have been worse than 
average this year. Volunteer trail work was sketchy 
this past year, and it was agreed that it required 
supervision. 

It was suggested that old registers, when filled, 
should be taken out of camps and replaced with new 
ones. The old ones could be sent to our GMC office 
for study and then be disposed of as usual. 

Roy Buchanan reported that the Long Trail Pa
trol scouted new trails and cut two new ones. A new 
trail was cut to Gilpin Mt. and one from Jonesville 
to Bolton Lodge. Blowdowns were cleared from the 
AT-LT line to Barnard Rd.; Canada to Hazens 
Notch; Johnson to Smuggler's Notch; blowdowns 
and brnsh, Hazens Notch to Johnson-Elephants 
Head. Repairs to camps were made at Tillotson and 
Ritterbush. 

!\ 
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INTERSECTIONAL OUTING IN 
SMUGGLERS NOTCH AREA 

Over a hundred hikers and mountain climbers 
from five states took advantage of the Green M oun
tain Club's annual Intersectional campout and climb
ing event August 16-18. The event was directed by 
Don Havens and Miss Ruth Aseltine of the Burling
ton Section the section who played host, and was 
staged in the widely known Smuggler's Notch regi~n 
of the Green Mountains. The campout took place 111 

the Smuggler's Notch State Camp area and within 
minutes of the State's best mountain climbing region. 

Friday registration exceeded all other first day rec
ords with better than two thirds of the group mak
ing camp that first night, and several remained 
through three nights of encampment . 

Friday was spent getting camp set up, registering, 
and a campfire and announcements of activities. 

Saturday most of the group went to the top of 
Mt. Mansfield by way of chair lift or up over. the 
trail. On top, at the Hotel, the party broke up mto 
groups. Some spent the day in the area of the Hotel 
while others made the trek to Mabel Taylor Butler 
lodge coming back over the Nose. The Chin, highest 
point in the Green Mts. was visited by nearly all and 
a small group attempted to go to the bot~om of the 
Cave of the Winds but were unable to do 1t. A large 
group returned to the campsite by way of Taft 
Lodge. 

Saturday evening, through courtesy of Forester 
Erwin Lindner, the group gathered at the Mt. Mans
field Ski Shelter for a songfest and colored ski movies. 
Arthur Koerber, president of the Main Club was call
ed on to tallc as was Prof. Roy Buchanan and Chair
man Don Havens. Dick Cowles lead in the songfest 
and was assisted with instrumental pieces brought 
by some of the group . 

Miss Aseltine, who directed the ever:ts of the eve
ning, introduced some novel stunts durm~ the course 
of the evening and in behalf of the gathenng present
ed an award to Frank Post as the oldest G.M.Cer 
present-age 81 years young and member of the 
Burlington Section. 

Several G.M.Cers staying at the Hotel on Mt. 
Mansfield were present at the evening's events and 
presented the campers with a large quantity of blue 
berries that they had picked "On Top" just for that 
group to be used for the next morniz:.g meal. . 

Sunday was spent going to Church m Stowe y1~age 
and more climbing, either by foot or by chair hfts, 
to Mansfield again and up Spruce Peak for a tramp 
to Sterling Pond Camp and the Elephant's Head. 

Jake Bailey, Rod Rice and Rod Galbrath took the 
challenge to go back for a try at the Cave of t~e 
Winds again and with proper equipment reached its 
icy bottom chamber. 

It is generally believed that the event all added 
up to one of the TOP events of the kind staged by 
the Club, being favored by ideal camping and hi~ing 
weather in an area of beautiful and a broad vanety 
of hiking. Hats off to Chairman Don Havens and 
his committee! To you of the Club that were not pres
ent, may we say you really missed .a gr~nd time. 
These Intersectional Outings are getting bigger and 

better-if you never have taken part make it a point 
to ~e present next year and you'll come again and 
agam. . . . 

Attendance record: Burlington, 43; Killmgton, 15; 
At large, 13; Brattleboro, 9; New York'. 6; Worcester, 
S; Bennington, 3; L. T. Patrol, 3; Sterlmg, 2; Guests, 
8. 

LARRY DEAN 

NEW YORK SECTION TRAIL REPORT 

The hiker can walk the length of the New York 
Section of Trail without any serious complaints. All 
shelters are in very good condition, and there are no 
areas of heavy blowdowns on the Trail. 

The National Forest Service has cleared a good 
trail from Lincoln Gap to Batten Shelter. From there 
to Glen Ellen there are no blowdowns but the Trail 
is a bit grown in from thriving spruce. . . 

Starting at Glen Ellen, freshly cleared trail will 
again be found. There is a rough stretch in. the Hunt
ington Gap area where brush has i;row~ m but the 
hiker will have no trouble except m rainy weather. 
There are a few blowdowns in the Camels Hump 
area, and there are spots where the Trail is slightly 
grown m. . . 

All shelters are in full repair. A total of fifty-eight 
windows were replaced, four out-houses were rebuilt, 
and a new bunk was put in Glen Ellen. 

WILLIAM BARTLETT, Chairman 
N. Y. Sec. Vt. Trails & Shelters 

NEW YORK SECTION NOTES 

Our news this time will be brief because the new 
bulletin, listing the events for the next three months, 
is not out yet. 

It is certain, however, that Sunday hikes will be 
held every week, visiting old and new places. 

Camp Thendara will be open most weekends for 
the next quarter. . 

Even as this is being written, the yearly Catskill 
weekend is being held in perfect fall weather. 

Our first fall dinner meeting brought out a good 
crowd on September 26th. Ten members showed 
fifteen slides each of the places visited on their va
cations. We traveled over a great deal of this country 
and several foreign nations. 

Members are looking forward to a Vermont meet-
ing to be held in November. . 

The holidays wilJ soon be upon us, then the ski
minded members will be away to the various snow 
regions for another winter of fun. 

LILLIAN P. LODGE 

Green Mountain Club members who hiked and 
tallced with Mrs. Inestine B. Roberts of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado when she attended our annual 
meeting in 1956, will be sorry to learn of her death. 
Sbe climbed Pikes Peak for the last time this past 

ugus and was found dead upon its slopes. 
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END-to-ENDER AW ARDS for 1957 

W. M. Kleibacker, 2 Elm St., Salem, Mass. 
Henry Johns, 115 Mitchell Drive, Upper St. Clair, 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Rev. Paul F. Swarthout, Broad St., Hamilton, N. Y. 
Ernest V. Barre, 8 Park Place, Brattleboro, Vt. 
Flora J. Coutts, Lyndonville, Vt. 
Stephen D. Keir, Lyndonville, Vt. 
Mark Pierce, 518 N. Totus Ave., Ithaca, N. Y. 
Vera A. Perkins, 242 S. Main St., Rutland, Vt. 
Craigue S. Perkins, 129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 
Mary Perkins, 129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 
Robert Boucher, 25 Searle Ave., Northampton, 

Mass. 

KILLINGTON SECTION END-TO-ENDERS 

It all started after we had hiked the entire Kill
ington Section of the Long Trail in a series of hikes 
one fall. Somebody said, "Wouldn't it be nice if we 
could do some other part of the Trail the same way?" 
So when the outing schedule for the next summer 
was planned, a three day July Fourth weekend look
ed like a good chance to do the most distant part, 
and we were off for the Jay Peak area and Line Post 
No. 592 at the U.S.-Canada Border. Thus began 
what developed into an organized project to complete 
the entire length of the Long Trail. 

Our general plan was to have a yearly camping 
trip over the July Fourth weekend, at which time 
we selected a spot for a base camp from which we 
covered a part of the Trail each day, using approach 
trails as needed and a car shuttling system to start 
us off each morning and return us to camp each 
night. On some occasions this system sounded so 
complicated that we were doubtful that cars and 
hikers would ever be united, but it always worked 
out all right in the end. 

In addition to the camping trip, our Killington 
Section Fall hiking schedule included each year a 
series of three hikes covering a consecutive section 
of the Trail. These hikes covered Trail alternately 
north and south of Killington Section. These trips 
also involved the use of approach trails and car 
shuttling. As we got farther and farther away from 
home, the car placement became quite time consum
ing, and some long days were put in. 

The system had one great advantage in that we 
did not have to carry any heavy packs. However, 
lest anyone conclude from this that we did it the 
easy way, we will mention that our calculations show 
approximately 75.4 miles hiked on approach trails. 
Early July is not an ideal time for hiking in some 
respects, namely, the weather, which is apt to be 
hot and showery; and the black flies, which are sure 
to be abundant . However, one gets used to anything, 
and while we regretted the views we missed because 
of rain, we learned to ignore the black flies- well, 
almost. The extra day afforded by the holiday week
end was worth having, and it can rain on late summer 
and fall hikes too, as we have found out. Whereas 
we have come to feel that it practically always rained 
on us sometime during a hike, our records mention 
rain (or snow) on only 13 out of 39 hiking days. 

Actually, hiking in the rain isn't bad, unless it's too 
cold, until you reach the saturation point, that is. 
Your feet always hike wonderfully comfortably when 
they are good and wet ! 

We will make no attempt to describe our trips in 
detail or list the many rewards of hiking the Long 
Trail. We did enjoy it while we were doing it and we 
take satisfaction now in looking up at our mountains 
from the valleys and feeling that we have really come 
to know them from hiking along them. One is always 
glad to complete a project and achieve a goal one has 
been working toward, but in this case, we are a bit 
sorry to have reached the end of the Trail. 

VERA A. PERKINS 

KILLINGTON SECTION REPORT 

Besides the long trips Killington Section's End
to-Enders have made this fall, there have been sever
al interesting and shorter hikes; Killington, not to be 
sneezed at; Hapgood Pond and Mad Tom shelter in 
the rain; Bald Mountain; and a trip over into New 
York state to the Hadeka farm in Granville. 

Buffum shelter has been inspected this fall and 
found to be in neat condition. The old stove needs 
some repair and should be fixed before winter. 

A clean-up job was done at Cooper Lodge on Kill
ington, and a new grate was brought up and set in 
the stove. 

Editor's note: An innovation in the publicity for the 
1957 Intersectional was made which we think served 
a good purpose. Miss Hazel Goodale and Miss Miner
va Hinchey made up and mailed to all members a 
mimeographed sheet giving complete information 
about this event. 

END-TO-END AGAIN 

The time-11 :15 A.M. on September 8, 1957. The 
place-the end of the Long Trail at the Canadian 
Border. The event (and a very thrilling moment)
completion of a two year project and my second End
To-End on the Long Trail! 

My first End-To-End trip (which I completed in 
1954) gave me so much hiking enjoyment, that I de
cided to tackle the job again. The same method of 
trip planning was used; leaving my car at a road 
crossing, hiking as far as time allowed, leaving the 
Trail at another road crossing, then hitch hiking 
back to my car. 

However, on this second trip, I planned, where 
possible, to cook my meals and camp overnight at 
different shelters than those which were used on the 
first trip. Therefore, on my two complete traverses 
of the Long Trail, plus additional weekend trips and 
short day hikes, I have been able to cook meals at 48 
shelters, and have camped overnight at 26 of them. 

Now comes the big question-WHAT NEXT? 
Another End-To-End? No, not in its entirety. Future 
Long Trail hiking will center on the following plans: 
returning to favorite sections of the Trail; doing some 
of the side trails; cooking meals and camping over-
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night at some of the camps and shelters at which I 
have not done this; doing some work at Trail mainte
nance. 

It is difficult to express the enjoyment that my 
second End-To-End has brought me. But if pleasant 
hiking, peaceful nights of camping, and the enjoy
ment of Vermont's mountain scenery could be ex
pressed in dollars and cents, I'm a millionaire! 

BEN ROLSTON, Schenectady, N. Y. 

AFTER TWENTY YEARS 

When Lillian Lodge, a Director of the Green 
Mountain Club, asked me, a Charter Member of the 
New York Section, to accompany her to Vermont 
to the Annual Meeting on June 1, 1957, the invi
tation was joyfully accepted. It had been twenty 
years since that beautiful state had been visited, and 
almost thirty years since an annual meeting had been 
attended. 

Decoration Day saw a party of five, consisting of 
Lillian Lodge, Louise Goeres, Charles Pomeroy, Ed
win Pomeroy and Laura Woodward Abbott, start on 
the trip from Newark, N. J. in perfect spring weath
er. Although hiking has not been possible for the 
past few years for the charter member, the brand
new Chrysler more than compensated for the physi
cal handicaps. 

Reaching Vermont from the west, Bennington was 
inspected from the car. Proceeding up route 7 to
ward Manchester, we were thrilled to follow Mt. 
Equinox's Skyline drive which held interest in every 
part of its way, even to Lhe extent of our making 
inquiries concerning vacation possibilities in the inn 
on the summit. 

Proceeding to Clarendon, we took the road to the 
east and came within sight of the new Clarendon 
Gorge bridge which gave us another thrill. Here the 
two young men of our party left us. With packs on 
their backs they started off to hike the Trail. We 
were to meet hem at Long Trail Lodge on Sunday 
morning. The twelve year old Edwin, was having 
his first experience on the Long Trail,-with a pack 
almost as big as himself. 

The remaining three of our party continued our 
trip, reaching Rutland in time for supper. 

Friday, a drive to Waterbury, thence to Mont
pelier and return gave a trip of unusual beauty. We 
were impressed with the greenness of the fields and 
mountainsides, and by the cleanness of the roadsides 
-free from advertisements and the travel trash so 
often seen in other states. 

Saturday was, of course, devoted to the Annual 
Meeting in the church parlors across the street from 
our comfortable lodging place. Here we joined men 
and women from all parts of the state assembled for 
this important event. With promptness and dispatch, 
various items of business were covered during the 
morning session. All reports appe.:'lred encouraging. 
Even porcupine menace is being accepted as a chal
lenge to the wits of those who stay overnight in the 
various shelters. 

This write-up is a viewpoint of an interested ob
server whose chief errand to the Annual Meeting 
was to thank those responsible for re-building the 

Laura Woodward Shelter burnt in 1955. To Prof. 
Roy Buchanan, Chairman of Trails and Shelters, 
should go much appreciation for the plans and the 
labor involved, and to the treasury of the Green 
Mountain Club for financial assistance. Will all oth
ers who had a hand in any way in this undertaking 
also accept thanks? 

A painting of the original shelter by Bill Gorham 
of the New York Section was thought to be the only 
reminder of that structure left after the fire. 

Sunday came with a down-pouring of rain, but 
our two hikers met us on time at the Long Trail 
Lodge. On our return trip home, the weather cleared 
as we approached the New York State line and clear 
sky remained with us the rest of the way. 

This report is written in the hope that many of 
our New York Section members will be encouraged 
to avail themselves of the opportunity of a weekend 
in Vermont. It is most rewarding in every way; 
mountains with streams rippling over stones, "up
hill" it sometimes seems; grassy meadows with herds 
of cows supplying material for Vermont's famous 
cheeses; mountain peaks, and the Long Trail awind
ing for those who enjoy hiking and can still hike. 
Everywhere the clean coolness and fragrance of 
spruce and pine, and, of course, the sugar maples, 
source of its famous syrup and candy. This is Ver
mont, a state of which we are all proud, and which 
we can enjoy in every season of the year. 

If we cannot be real Vermonters, the next best 
thing is to be members of the Green Mountain Club. 

LAURA WOODWARD ABBOTT 

HIKE TO BUCHANAN MT. 

The Burlington Section spent the weekend of July 
13-14 way up north . Nine spent Saturday night as 
they have many times in past years- at the home of 
Miss Alice Rogers and Mrs. Helen Drew, at North 
Troy. In the morning they met twelve others from 
Burlington at the top of Hazen's Notch. The goal 
was Buchanan Mountain, formerly called "Old 
Splatterfoot". 

The mountain is not the tallest, but neither is the 
man it's named after, as Roy Buchanan hi.mseH 
pointed out. However, also like Roy, it's plenty 
tough. Some of the hikers might. well have wish d 
the legislature had picked a peak c1oser to the road. 
The trai l goes up and down a great part of the way 
before the actual slopes of Buchanan Mountain are 
reached. The day was cloudy and rain fell in a slow 
drizzle several times. 

When the Sllmmit was reached the group held a 
christening party. Water from Lake Champlain was 
poured liberally over the top of Buchanan (Ro), that 
is) while all sorts of witty comments were made. This 
had to be done sevel'al t imes so everybody with a 
camera could take pictnres of t he event, so Roy 
obHged. He was quite wet by the time the mountain 
and he had been well anointed. The scene can better 
be imagined than described, but everyone who was 
there had a great time. 'lhe "Old Splatterfoot" sign 
was r moved and a sign reading "Buchanan Mt., 
GMC" put up in its place. 
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Some of the group hiked on to the North Lookout 
and had their lunch there. Quite grown up with trees, 
it must have provided a much bei-ter view in yea.rs 
past, but the scene was still well worlb while. Others 
in the group had their Jun h back on the Sttmmit of 
Buchanan Mountain. 

A smaller peak before reaching the main summit 
was named "Bruce Peak", and a sign posted on a 
tree, after Roy's brother who was responsible for 
getting Roy started on his hiking career. 

The original name "Old Splatterfoot" was given 
the mountain years ago by Roy Buchanan himself, 
after his son Chet who, it seems, was in the awkward 
stage at the time with big feet much in evidence. The 
mountain was renamed "Buchanan Mountain" last 
March by a joint resolution of the Vermont legis
lature. Senator Babcock of Chittenden County pro
posed the change because Buchanan "has been an 
enthusiastic climber of the Green Mountains since 
1922" among other reasons. Roy has headed the 
Long Trail Patrol since 1931 and has been, as every
body in the club knows, one of the Club's most active 
members. He is an "End-to-Ender", having hiked 
the entire distance from Massachusetts to Canada, 
and a member of the "46 Club". This means he has 
climbed 46 Adirondack peaks over 4,000 feet high. 

DAVE OTIS 

A CLASS "A" CLIMB AND 
OUTING--KATAHDIN 

\ugust 24th. was the "jump off" date for the Bur
lington Section's most extended outing period in its 
history of out ings. On that date the group headed 
for Dolly Copp Campground in the White Moun
tains for an overnight stay on t.hei.r way to the Katah
db1 Mountain area, in Maine, to spend five wonder
ful days of hiking and climb.ing. 

Sixteen men and women made up the group to set 
up their base at the Chimney Pond Camp beside 
crystal clear Chimney Pond, tucked in at the foot of 
the crescent-shaped Katahdin R ange with its im
pressive towering peaks. 

The first full day in the Park was spent packing 
supplies up th 3~ mile rock-strewn trail from Roar
ing Brook Camp to Chimney Pond in a cool drenching 
rain and getting set up io the camp 's one closed and 
comfortable bunk hous . 

The second day broke cold and with a high wind 
that churned up white capped waves that dashed 
against the shores of the little pond. Sullen clouds 
blanketed the ridge and blotted out the peaks. 1n 
spite of this, Section President, Rod Rice, and Out
ing Leader, Don favens made the breath-taking 
trip over Baxter Peak, the Knife Edge and Pamola 
Peak to fttlftl Rod's reason for making a three day 
"flying trip" to the area. The cottple ~eported a 
:fighting trip all the way with the wind, with only an 
occasional view through the clouds. 

Most of the group remaining at the camp area 
spent the day tramping around the pqnd and work
ing their way up a mostly clry broolcbed to the now 
"off limit" famed Chimney. The group under the 
leadership of Jake Bailey (fonner mountain t rooper 

and experienced rock climber) made their way up 
into the Chimney as far as they could go without the 
use of ropes over very treacherous going. 

The following days found the group out on all day 
climbs and favored by ideal weather. The Dudley, 
Cathedral and Saddle trails were covered. Pamola, 
Baxter, Howe and Hamlin peaks and the breath
taking and exciting Knife Edge and Hamlin Ridge 
were climbed and traversed as well as North West 
Plateau. 

When the group was back at camp they were en
tertained by friendly snowshoe rabbits about the 
camp yard and by a big hungry black bear bat raid
ed the place nightly. Evenings were spent in the snug 
cabin watching Jake's card tricks, story telling and 
so11g-fests. The three Hilton sisters, Jennie, Rena 
and Mary who joined the group from Anson, Me. 
added much to the i;>arty as song leaders and happy
go-lucky cabin mates. 

Dlll'ing the last afternoon in the area Jake at
tempted to make rock climbers out of Abbott, Dean 
and Grow out on the Diamond. When the rope came 
into play Abbott thought it wasn't strong enough 
for him, Grow thought he was too tired after a day 
of climbing and Dean took so long getting the rope 
tied around him that darkness closed in and Jake 
had to belay himself down off his lofty perch on the 
cliff. 

On the last day and as the group turned their backs 
on Katahdin for their homeward trek down the trail 
the gmup agreed with Roy Bucha11an, who had made 
this rip his third into the area, that this group of 
peaks was the most c11alleuging and most sporty o! 
any so far tackled by the group. 

The trip was nded in a happy unexpected manner 
when the Hilton girls invited the group to join them 
in a corn roast on the evening the group left the 
mountain at a ca.mp ground in Anson and not far 
.from their home. The girls played host and filled the 
group up on all the roasted sweet com they could eat 
as well as tomatoes, apples and fresh milk. 

From this point the party split up with one group 
spending the night in the White Mts. and the secc:ind 
group spending the next day at North Pond, Smith
field, Me. at the camp of Mrs. Freda Harris Allen, 
formerly of the U.V.M. faculty. 

Former section president Betty Paulson and 
friends, Mrs. Betty Waiueo and Kurt Wagner of 
1 . J . were with the club on this climbing trip. 

LARRY DEAN 

Here is a recipe you may like to try. We can't 
vouch for it, but it looked good in a camper's cook 
book: 
Peanutbutter Soup 
1 quart milk (made with instant Milk powder) 
% cup peanut butter 
Y2 tsp salt 

pepper · k · 1· l ·1k Dilute peanutbutter with mil , adding a itt e m1 
at a time. Stir till smooth, add seasoning, and heat. 

The author of this one says "It tastes better than 
it sounds." 
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Congratulations and best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore H. Talbot Jr. on the event of their mar
riage September 28th at Wilmington, Delaware. Mr. 
Talbot is Vice President of The Green Mountain 
Club. 

BUCHANAN MOUNTAIN DEDICATED 

Green Mountain Club members are happy and 
proud that the 1957 Vermont Legislature has honor
ed one of its members by naming a mountain of the 
Green Mountain range BUCHANAN MOUNTAIN. 
Roy Buchanan deserves this public recognition. 

At a dedication held at Westfield, Vermont on 
August 4th, under the auspices of the Northeastern 
Vermont Development Association, Harold C. Col
lins, past president of the Green Mountain Club, 
represented this organization and gave the following 
address: 
"Honored guests, friends. 

"I am very pleased to be here today to speak on 
behalf of the GMC on the occasion of the dedication 
ceremony when this mountain becomes publicly recog
nized as Buchanan Mountain. 

"Like Roy, I am a former resident of southern Or
leans County and that is another reason I am pleased 
to help honor him today. 

"There are several in the club-I don't know why 
I am so modest-many in the club, who could do a 
much better job on this occasion than I can. Of 
course, Harry Truman said the same thing when he 
was president but we will stay away from politics 
and drop it there. 

"I feel sorry for Roy though. When he heard that 
I was going to speak in his behalf (defense) I'm sure 
his thoughts were, 'Oh, no! Isn't there someone else 
in the club who can do that? I've got sick of hearing 
him.' 

"Several years ago Taylor Lodge south of Mt. 
Mansfield, named for the late James P. Taylor, well 
known to many of you I'm sure, and recognized as 
founder of the Long Trail and GMC, burned. It was 
one of the lodges of the Burlington section and we re
built it the following summer. Roy was in charge ably 
assisted by Don Havens- present here today-and 
Jake Bailey with some volunteer work on the side. 
That is where I came in. 

"The first of November that year we had the dedi
cation ceremony. About eighty hardy souls (some 
would have other names for them) hiked the nearly 
three miles in to that log cabin to take part in the 
dedication ceremony that day. The oldest person 
there was nearly 80 and the youngest was between 
3 and six months old. 

"I was president of the Burlington section at that 
time and presided at that dedication ceremony. 

"About a year after Taylor Lodge was dedicated 
Roy celebrated his 70th birthday. The club descend
ed on his home that evening. I presented the presents 
from the club to him and made a few remarks ap
propriate and otherwise. 

"At the meeting of the GMC Trustees in Rutland 
last spring I told them about this mountain being 
named for Roy. I did so again at the annual meeting 

in May at the Long Trail Lodge on Mendon Moun
tain. 

"On all of these occasions Roy has been present. 
There are only two exceptions recently when I did 
not present something or speak in his defense; one, 
his 75th birthday anniversary, last December. I was 
away at that time and could not attend the party. 
The other was very recent when the GMC had its 
own dedication of Buchanan Mountain. You see, 
when the GMC dedicates something we have to do 
it there, on the spot, no remote control. If many in
terested people can't struggle or crawl there, that's 
their hard luck. 

"Three weeks ago today, seventeen left the road 
at Hazen's Notch at about 10 A.M., and hiked the 
3Yz miles to the top of Buchanan Mountain. There, 
in an appropriate ceremony in which Don Havens 
poured water over Roy's head, the GMC dedicated 
the mountain in their own particular or peculiar 
way. They hiked the 3Yz miles back and arrived at 
Hazen's Notch at 5 P.M. 

"A hike of 7 miles over rugged country, on a hot 
summer afternoon and Roy, on the plus side of three 
quarters of a century, was right there. I was not 
there. Those who made the trek say that he did as 
well as they did and I know that is-correct. Knowing 
Roy, that was just an ordinary hike for him, he didn't 
think it was anything. He probably wasn't even lame 
the next day. 

"While I have wandered a bit from what I was 
trying to say about speaking at so many of these 
ceremonies and celebrations for Roy, you can see why 
he probably felt that it might be appropriate to have 
some one else speak in his defense today. 

"At least twenty-five cabins on the 255 miles of 
the Long Trail from Canada to Massachusetts have 
been built by Roy. Many others have repairs instal
led by him. Many of them also have the handiwork 
of his sons in them. 

"The 255 miles is about 100 longer than the State 
of Vermont, so you can see it is not straight. We be
lieve, ~as Perry Merrill does in \Granville Gulf, that 
the curves help to enhance the material beauty of 
the trail. 

"All but about one half mile of the Long Trail 
from Hazen's Notch to the Canadian Border was laid 
out by Roy. This fact and his origin in Orleans 
County make it especially appropriate that the 
mountain named for him be right where it is. 

"As chairman of the Long Trail Patrol for many 
years, he has probably been over more of the Long 
Trail and the approach trails and more often than 
anyone else. 

"James P . Taylor may have been the spark that 
got the Long Trail and the GMC under way, but no 
one is more responsible than Roy Buch~tuan for its 
continued progress. 

"This Long Trail is, as the descriptive material 
states "a foot path in the wilderness". In winding 
from Canada to Massachusetts, it goes over most of 
the peaks forming the backbone of the Green Moun
tains and around only a few. There is a very inter
esting Guide Book with detailed maps available for
$1. It is ideal for those who want to hike the Trail 
and I also recommend it for arm-chair hikers. In a 
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long winter evening, in a comfortable chair beside 
the fireplace you can plan more hikes that way. Of 
course, you seldom get around to taking them but 
they are fun to plan. 

"Over eighty people have hiked the full length 
of the Long Trail and become "End to Enders". One 
of the most recent of these to complete this is Miss 
Flora Coutts, your executive secretary of the North
eastern Vermont Development Association. 

"At suitable intervals, average one every five 
miles, there are shelters or cabins where one can 
spend the night. From Smuggler's Notch over Mt. 
Mansfield, around Dewey, over Clark, Mayo, and 
Bolton Mountains to the Winooski River there are 
5 cabins maintained by the Burlington section of the 
club where a hiker may spend the night. There are 
no locks on the doors, anyone can hike the Trail and 
stay in the cabins. Of course, we like to have people 
belong to one of the sections and the annual dues of 
the Burlington section are the stupendous sum of $2. 
You can become a member of the club at large for 
$5. We have approximately 120 members in the Bur
lington section. Altogether there are over 1000 mem
bers of the club in several states. 

"If you stay in one of our cabins, don't expect too 
much. If you have back trouble and your doctor has 
told you to sleep on a board, you will be right at 
home in one of our bunks. 

"The water runs only when you bring it up to the 
cabin fast from the brook some distance away down 
the Trail. Nothing will awaken you quicker than to 
wash in the cold water of a mountain stream. 

"You will have to get up your own fire wood for a 
stove that will probably remind you of the song 
"Smoke Gets In Your Eyes". We know you will not 
do as some do, chop up the bunks for fire wood. Of 
course, we have never caught anyone chopping the 
bunks up for fire wood, so we don't know that they 
do it. However, the bunks do have a way of disap
pearing. On a hike when members come to one of the 
cabins that has been damaged in this manner, it is 
always interesting conversation to hear how various 
membets would dispose of such an indi viclual. Capital 
punishment would be ame compared to some of the 
measures I have heard described. 

"From what I have said about the cabin facilities, 
I need not elaborate on the toilet facilities, I will only 
say they are Early American Primitive. 

"When I first started to hike with the GMC, I 
would start off fresh and in a great hurry. In doing 
so I found that I was more apt to be unsure of my 
footing, stumble, use up more energy and become 
tired so that I slowed up. Then, after I settled down, 
I got along fine. 

"Roy starts off in a ver y methodical way, slow 
steady pace, doesn't wa.<;t e effor t , keeps t he same 
pace, J01ows where he is stepping and when he arrives 
at the top of a mountain he is as fresh as when he 
started, and he enjoyed t he hike all the way. I t 
wasn't long before I learned to do that. You know 
that same approach to the everyday problems of our 
jobs works wonders. I know R oy works as he hikes ; 
t he same in clearing a trail or repairing a cabin. ou 
and I know that we will be happier on the way and 
ilve longer if we approach the problems in everyday 

living that same way. Look what it has done for him: 
hale, hearty, rugged, and enjoying life to the fullest. 

''You also know that most of us could use our legs 
more. If we did, we wouldn't have to talk about that 
"miracle" diet we are on. The only miracle about it 
is that it is a miracle if we keep on it. Roy doesn't 
need any special diet. He practices the adage ''Never 
ride if you can walk". Why not try it? 

"I suppose there is one thing that will always be 
a mystery to me. In building his log cabins, he 
builds the logs in the usual manner horizontally up 
about four or five feet. Then he stands the others on 
end. Now it is a great puzzle to me why the cabins 
don't fall over, especially in a twenty mile or more 
wind. I hoped to find that out when Taylor Lodge 
was rebuilt but the secret evaded me. I don't believe 
he wanted anyone to learn it. 

"In closing, the GMC wants to thank the Ver
mont General Assembly that this mountain can be 
named for Roy. We also want to thank the North
eastern Vermont Development Association for these 
very appropriate dedication ceremonies today in his 
honor. When you do this, you do it right. You are to 
be congratulated." 

It was a beautiful summer afternoon with about 
250 people gathered on the lawn of the Hitchcock 
Memorial Library at Westfield. At one o'clock the 
Westfield people served lemonade, and then a basket 
lunch was enjoyed. During lunch the following con
versation took place between Roy and Harold Col
lins: 

"I hope you won't get up there and tell a lot of 
lies about me." Mr. Collins said that he would try 
not to. 

After the speeches were over, Roy's comment was, 
"Well, I guess they were reasonable lies." 
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