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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
This year our major objective \Vill be to attaiu a 

higher standard of maintenance for our trails and 
shelters. 

In recent years the Long Trail Patrol has been 
hampered by lack of available man power. This year 
we are experimenting with a crew of four hired for 
the entire summer. The expense will be great, but so 
is the need. 

There is considerable evidence that some of the 
Sections have been lax in caring for the trails and 
shelters assigned to them. They will be urged to take 
their responsibilities more seriously. 

If we can't have the longest trail, let's have the 
best one. 

The various activities of the Club are carried out 
under the guidance of the several committees listed 
elsewhere in this issue of the NEWS. The chairmen of 
these committees, and the officers of the Club, will 
welcome all suggestions, criticisms,-and offers of 
aid from the membership. 

Make your membership in the Green Mountain 
Club mean more by participating actively in the 
Club program. 

CRAIGUE S. PERKINS, President 

ANNUAL MEETING DAY 

'\ft r a Coffee H ur (or greetings and sociability 
the 1954 nm1al M 'eting got underway officiaJl at 
11 A.M. May 29th. The morning session was taken 
up with the Secretary's and Treasurer's reports and 
reports from the various sections. Tl1e following 
sections we represented; B nnington, Burlington, 
Killington, New York, and \IVon::ester. These sections 
all reported a regular program of Trail work and 
activities. 

Pres. Roy W oodleton spoke of the gift received by 
the Club from the Mt. Hunger Section. This section 
apparently existed actively from 1923 to 1927 or 
1928. No further trace of it could be found after 
1930. The gift received was a bank balance left by 
these tion. 

Business Manager 
LULA M. TYE 

63 Center St., Rutland, Vt. 

Prof. Vandell introduced two Middlebury College 
Outing Club members \vho reported interest in tlw 
Trail and shelters in that locality. It is hoped that 
this may lead to a re-activating of the Middlebury 
Section. 

Ted Calvert, Vt. Trails chairman for the New 
York Section, reported that arrangements have been 
made for the repainting of blazes for about 14 miles 
of The Long Trail on the Monroe Skyline; the re
moval of blow-downs and the rebuilding of the camp 
at Coles Cove. 

Prof. Roy Buchanan reported on the summer 
plans of The Long Trail Patrol. These include having 
four young men on The Trail for the summer begin
ning on June 14th. This Patrol will do Trail work for 
the main Club and also for various sections. 

Mr. Eugene Bamforth who did much work on The 
Trail during the past season reported that he con
sidered the general condition of The Trail to be 
about as last year. 

Prof. Vandell reported in connection with pub
licity that the Club's slide collection is being kept 
busy. 

It was announced that the "End-to-Enders" 
award had been made to Raymond and William 
Bartlett of New York City. These are the 70th and 
71st "End-to-Enders" awards. 

Mrs. Roy W oodleton spoke to the group on the 
need for Yigilarrce to prc::;CP.'C our N"ati:..:i.a! P:-irks 
and urged members who favored their protection to 
write their Senators and Congressmen expressing dis
approval of the pending bill authorizing the building 
of Echo Park Dam. 

After a recess for dinner served in the main dining 
room of the Lodge, the business meeting was re
sumed. 

Marv Perkins, editor of THE LoNG TRAIL NEWS, 
asked for more news regularly from Sections and said 
that ideas for special features would be welcomed. 

It was announced that the next edition of the 
Guide Book would be available in 1955 with Mr. 
Eugene Bamforth acting as chairman for its prepara
tion. 

It was voted to proceed with a change in the 
constitution necessarv to establish the Life Member-
ship fee at $50. -
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Ted Goddard, chairman, reported for the com
mittee on the disposal of The Lodge property. He 
reported that negotiationi; were underway to sell th 
property to Grover Wright, present manager. He 
indicated that the transaction would be completed 
in the near future. 

The dates and place for the Intersectional were 
announced. The dates are August 28-29; the place, 
the Danby-Mt. Tabor area. The camp spot is just a 
bit off Route 7 about two miles south of Danby and 
is easily accessible by car. Many good bikes of vary
ing length may be taken from there. Fred Field and 
Larry Dean are C -chairmen. 

The business meeting cl ·ed with the report of the 
nominating committee. This was as follows: Trustees 
- Miss Louise Goeres and Mssrs. Larry Dean, Allen 
Gormley, Arthur Koerber, and Gerald Wheeler. 
Cor.re.sponding Secretary-Miss Lula M . Tye. Clerk 
- Mrs. Lillian P. Lodge. These members were elected. 

At a meeting of the Trustees held immediately 
following the Annual Meeting of members, the fol
lowing officers were elected for the coming year: 
President, Craigue S. Perkins; Vice President, 
Eugene Bamforth; Treasurer, Earl Boyce. 

Although short Nature hikes had been planned for 
the latter part of the afternoon, the weather pretty 
much cancelled these. Cards and visiting were en
joyed by the members until time for supper. 

The Annual Meeting Day program was given a 
grand finale in the ev ning with Prof. Roy Bucha
nan's talk, "The Long Trail As I Have Seen It," 
illustrated with colored slides. 

VERA A. PERKINS 

HIKING AND CAMPING AT THE 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Showers on Saturday slowed up the hikes planned 
for that afternoon and only a few ventured forth for 
short rambles between drops, but the members who 
stayed over for Sunday and Monday were well re
warded. Two delightful days fo1· biking w re greatly 
enjoyed. 

About thirty members participated in this part of 
the annual meeting. Most of these availed them
selves of the opportunity to camp at the Perkins' 
delightful summer place located about two miles 
from the Lodge. Four sections of the Club wcr 
represented. lthougb it rained a plenty on atw·da) 
night this was so n forgotten in the zestful sunshine 
and weather of Sm1day and Monday. , 

On Sunday Craigue led a group of six to the top of 
Killington. Although a bit of haze remained, moun
tains 50 and more miles away were seen and recog
nized by those familiar with the Long Trail. A 
pleasant breeze kept the fl.ies under c ver most of 
the way. Ther could be better days for mountai11 
climbing but thjs day certainly rated v ry high (and 
all agreed this portion of the annual meeting was 
mtJch enjoyed). 

A . econd group made the shorter trip to the top 
of Pico. Jot as high as Killington, but none-the-less 
affording vi ws about equal to Killington. Those 

who climbed Pico had more time to linger and enjoy 
the wonderful sights which unfolded before them. 

A larger group joined the Killington section on 
their outing to Little Rock Pond. First by car, then a 
four mile easy hike brought them to this deligb £u1 
spot on the Long Trail. All were very enthusiasti 
about this trip. 

Twenty people camped that night. Tents, cars, 
cots in the barn and house were all used. Cool clear 
air made this a grand night for sleeping. A short but 
pleasant evening was spent around the fireplace to 
talk of the days activities and then the air mat
tresses and cots and blankets were put to use. 

Monday was even a better day than Sunday. 
Several groups made trips to Blue Ridge, to Beaver 
Pond or just through the woods on an old woods 
road or trail. The last of the New Yorkers left about 
noon, mighty sorry to leave the mountains for the 
highways and sidewalks again. 

All who camped were most grateful for the 
hospitality of Mary and raigue Perkins. The hikina 
afforded t hem on two grand days and th opp rtunity 
t get better acquainted with other members added 
greatly to the armuaJ meeting. Thjs han e f r a real 
get-to-gether for aJl section member is su r ly 
beneficial to our Club. I is hoped that more will 
participate in the future. 

ROY B. WOODELTON 

GMC OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 
AS OF JUNE 1954 

President, Craigue S. Perkins, 129 Bellevue Ave., 
Rutland, Vt. 

Vice President, Eugene Bamforth, 6 Franklin St., 
Montpelier, Vt. 

Treasurer, Earl A. Boyce, Proctor, Vt. 
Auditor, Ted N. Goddard, Old Bennington, Vt. 
Clerk, Mrs. Lillian Lodge, 700 Balsam Way, Union, 

N. J. 
Corresponding Secretary, Miss Lula M. Tye, 63 Cen-

ter St., Rutland, Vt. 
Trustees Ex Officio until June 1955 
Mrs. Lillian Lodge, 700 Balsam Way, Union, N. J. 
Miss Lula M. Tye, 63 Center St., Rutland, Vt. 
Trustees unt1:l June 1955 
I. N. Bartlett, Manchester, Vt. 
Ted N. Goddard, Old Bennington, Vt. 
Roy . Buchanan, 23 Hillcrest Road, Bmlington, Vt. 
Eugen · Bamforth, 6 Franklin St., Montp · li ·r, Vt. 
Fred A. Field, 98 Killington Ave., Rutland, Vt. 
Trustees until June 1956 
Earl A. Boyce, Pro tor, Vt. 
George J. Petrocelli, 416 West 118 St., New York 27, 

N. Y. 
Miss Frances Green, 55 Holman St., Shrewsbury, 

Mass. 
Craigue S. Perkins, 129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 
Dr. Lincoln Jacobs, Morrisville, Vt. 
Trustees until June 1957 
Gerald S. Wheeler, U.S. Forest Service, Rutland, Vt. 
Arthur Koerber, 107 Brighton Ave., Pittsfield, Mass. 
Alan L. Gormley, Holden, Mass. 
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Miss Louise C. Goeres, North Haledon, K. J. 
Larry W. Dean, 964 Pine St., Burlington, Vt . 
GMC Business Office, 63 Center St., Rutland, Vt. 
Editor of the News, Mary A. Perkins, 129 Bellevue 

Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

GUIDE BOOK SUPPLEMENT 

Eugene Bamforth, chairman of the Guide Book 
committee, has assembled a list of important changes 
in the Long Trail Guide Book. This list will be 
mimeographed and sent to any one desiring it for 
ten cents. It will be included free of charge to anyone 
purchasing a 1951 Guide Book. Mail orders to Miss 
Lula M. Tye, 63 Center street, Rutland, Vermont. 

CLUB COMMITTEES 

The following members have been appointed to 
serve on committees for the ensuing year: 
Trails and Shelters: Roy Buchanan, chairman; 

Eugene Bamforth, Gerald Wheeler, Craigue 
Perkins. 

Guide Book: Eugene Bamforth, chairman; Roy 
Buchanan, Arthur Koerber, Craigue Perkins. 

End-to-Enders: John Vondell, chairman; Frances 
Green, Arthur Koerber. 

Publicity and Membership: Louise Goeres, chairman; 
Lincoln Jacobs, Ernest Anderson. 

Lodge: Ted Goddard, chairman; Fred Field, George 
Petrocelli, Earl Boyce, Bill Mitchell. 

Annual Meeting: Alan Gormley, chairman; Louise 
Goeres, Ted Goddard. 

Intersectional: (1955) Ike Bartlett, chairman; Alan 
Gormlev. 

Section Ser;ice: Fred Field, chairman; Lincoln 
Jacobs, Larry Dean. 

News: Mary Perkins and Lula Tye co-chairmen. 
Historical: Larry Dean, chairman; Earl Boyce, Ike 

Bartlett. 
Conservation: Gerald Wheeler, chairman; George 

Petrocelli, Betty Ball. 

WORCESTER SECTION 

The Outing Program for the Worcester Section for 
August through February 1955 has been sent out to 
members. It is a verv nice looking printed folder 
with many interesting- outi.ngs scheduled. 

They expect to be at Fay Fuller Camp August 7th 
and 8th. 

Of course the Intersectional is scheduled in the 
folder and we hope to see many Worcester Section 
members on August 28th and 29th at the Danby
Mt. Tabor campsite. 

Little Rock Pond is listed for September 4, 5, and 
6, and Stratton Mountain for October 9 and 10. 

In between these dates there are local outings 
planned for to be held at their camp in Holden. 

INTERSECTION AL 

AUGUST 28-29, 1954 

Under the leadership of Fred Field and Larry 
Dean the Intersectional will take place this year in 
an easily accessible field in the Danby-Mt. Tabor 
area in Vermont, Saturday, August 28th and Sun
day, August 29th. If they wish to, campers may 
arrive Friday night. 

The committee has put much thought and effort 
into planning this get-to-gether and hope for a good 
turnout. In past years we have had as many as one 
hundred members at an Intersectional. 

We are reprinting the information sheet put out 
bv the committee and distributed at the annual 
n:ieeting so that all members may be informed about 
the program: 

"G.M.C. INTERSECTIONAL 
, Here's a chance to enjoy Vermont's countryside 
at its finest-to hike or loaf-camp right beside 
your car-NO lugging things on your back. Come for 
the fellowship with other GMCers. Sit around, rest, 
enjoy the outdoors, take a stroll, or take a hike. 
There's lots to see right at the camping spot where 
you are on U.S. Forest Land. There's plenty of good 
water, wood, parking, fireplaces, and toilet facilities. 
Of interest to those ·who wish to hike are the follow
ing possible trips: 

To Griffith Lake-6 miles round trip-up a winding 
gradual trail from our campsite. This trail is all that 
is left of the original narrow gage railway bed which 
used to service the loggers up Tahor Mountain. 
Many beautiful views on this walk-Put it down on 
your MUST list. 

Little Rock Pond-by car to trail entrance-4 miles 
round trip-mostly thru woods-a sightly place 
when you arrive--easy walking. 

Up Mt. Aeolus-elevation 3185 ft.-should be of 
interest to GMCers because it is one of the OFF
TRAIL mountains and different to most of us. 

Other trips are possible depending upon the 
interest in any such as Mt. Equinox by car or hiking. 
Then there are: Griffith Lake to Mad Tom Shelter or 
from the Tabor Road on the Long Trail to Griffith 
Lake-these both are about 10 mile hikes and involve 
use of cars one way." 

Since the program was made up, another hike has 
been added. If there is sufficient interest to warrant 
it, a leader will be on hand to take hikers up to the 
marble quarry in Danby. Anyone who wants to take 
this hike should let Fred Field know as soon as pos
sible; Saturday morning at the latest. 

How to get to the Campsite: Driving north on 
U.S. No. 7, turn right about eleven miles north of 
Manchester (two miles south of Danby), cross the 
railroad, drive on past an abandoned old farm house 
on the right, turn into the field here and you will 
see the campsite near an old school building. 

Saturday night around the campfire, Mr. William 
Wentz, U.S. Forester, will tell us about forest work 
in Vermont. At this time there will also be games, 
singing, and an exchange of Section news. 
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For tent reservations or further information write 
to Fred A. Field, 108j Merchants Row, Rutland, 
Vermont. 

BURLINGTON SECTION 
SEEMS TO BE ACTIVE 

Some of the Sections 'round about seem to think 
the Burlington Section is developing some sort of 
"dry rot" or "sunthin" 'cause nothing has been 
heard about them in the Long Trail News. Well, if 
this pesky worn out ribbin of mine holds together 
long enough I'll try to clear up things a bit for you 
other sections. 

We have some sort of an outing, as Roy told you 
at the Annual Meeting, every two weeks. Some of 
these outings are soft-like and some are "sweaty
like." Some of them are staged in our "neck-o-the 
woods" and some of them are out a piece. Just for 
example, I'll try to brief you on the last two we 
staged. 

On the July Fourth week-end we kind of rambled 
around the country. 

Saturday afternoon, July 3rd, eleven of us motored 
up to Alice Rogers' and her sister's, Mrs. Helen 
Drew, in North Troy for our now traditionally 
Fourth of July gathering. Before we bedded down we 
allow d \ lice to encourage us to go to the Journey's 
End trail and tramp in to Jour;ney's End Camp. 

After we returned to the Rogers' beautiful home 
grounds several of us took advantage of the beautiful 
back lawn and ideal summer evening and rolled our 
bed rolls out under the stars. All went well outside of 
a near miss from a flying bird as it flew over our 
sleeping forms: Andy sez: "Two inches from the top 
of your head is still too close." 

Sunday morning we loaded up and set out east
ward across the state for the foot of Vermont's own 
Mt. Monadnock, visiting the Big Falls just out of 
North Troy as we started out. Them falls are worth 
looking at if any of you folks are up North Troy way 
sometime. Vfe crossed over into New Hampshire to 
Colebrook and then back over the Connecticut River 
to the trail up Monadnock. Roy Buchanan, Ver
mont's trail-wise veteran, lead us up to the summit of 
the mountain for a look-see of the near surrounding 
Vermont-New Hampshire territory-what a view! 
vVe could see Mt. Washington and many of th~ other 
major White Mt. peaks, and winding ou t like a badly 
I.wisted worm was the Connecticut River just below 
-that river would surely be a long one if Paul 
Bunnion would hitch his Great Blue Ox onto it and 
straighten it out. 

After we got down off the mountain we crossed 
back into that state of New Hampshire and motored 
up into the Connecticut Lake region. It is interesting 
country with its wild country and pretty lakes. We 
thought we were going to pitch our tents at the 
Moose Falls camp ground but there wasn't room 
enough for a "no-see-um" to slide in so we headed 
for Lake Francis. This was where our troubles 
began- Our sect.ion president and our section outing 
chairman kinder got separated and they spent 
several hours trying to locate each other. They both 
knew they wanted to go to Lake Francis but neither 

knew the other knew how to get there and they 
wanted the two sections to get to-gether- one had 
the food and the other the tents and bedding. They 
finally made camp after joining up with each other 
somewhere between the Mass. Line and the Canadian 
border. 

Monday forenoon we broke camp at Lake Francis 
and headed homeward going by the way of Dixville 
Notch, and the Brunswick Springs. One of our mem
bers had requested that the five flavors of water be 
brought back to Burlington to her, claiming it worked 
wonders on her health to <;I.rink the queer tasting 
stuff. We bet she hasn't heard how Prof. Doll of the 
UVM Geological Dept. vouches that the water 
doesn't come from springs at all but from the 
skummy pond across the road and that the water 
picks up its odd flavors and fowl smells from the 
soils it seeps through-maybe through that old hotel 
sespool included. Margaret says the water is wonder
ful though. 

We ate our mid-day lunch at the Maidstone camp
ing and bathing area. The beach was deserted be
cause of chilly weather and thunder showers. 

The group proclaim this week-end ramble as one 
of the best we've had in a long time. 

SHORE PARTY AND PICNIC 

Sunday afternoon, July 11 we vvere guests at Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Hoag's Lake Iroquois shore cottage. 
Forty of us, young and old turned out for that one. 

The afternoon was spent canoeing, boating and 
swimming. Each brought a picnic supper with the 
hosts serving hot coffee and cakes. Others of the 
party contributed cakes and pies. It is said that Pres. 
Don Havens and that guy Dean ate more than the 
rest combined and the writer will vouch that Havens 
was always stuffing his face. 

Our next outing· is down "Tater Hill" way and 
Battell Shelter on the 25th of July. Why don't you 
folks south of that point join in with us? 

We are in hopes of rounding up a sizeable group for 
the Intersectional in August too. 

So- I guess you'll have to figure out whether the 
Burlington Section is "folding up" or not, brother 
section-ites. 

LARRY DEAN 

I WENT TO INDIA 

By CONSTANCE M. HALLOCK 

Last winter I came back from eight months in 
India. The map shows that India is about halfway 
around from New York. It was no harder to keep on 
than to come back the way I started, so I completed 
the circuit. The recipe for such a project is this: 
start with very little money, take things as they come, 
and return with still less money . 

I crossed the Pacific on a Norwegian freighter, 
slow but spotlessly clean, well handled, and with 
good food. To spend nearly eight weeks with the 
same eleven shipmates could be quite a trial, especi
ally as for three weeks we stopped nowhere, and saw 
nothing but a few flying fish, but we got along all 
right. Then we began making Indonesian ports, and 
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Singapore and olombo, stopping off at each for 
everal days. We got to Bombay January 7th, having 

left San Francisco r ovember 15th. 
In India I traveled by the following means: bus, 

train , ekka, tonga, ricksha, aii·plane, a variety of cars 
mostly European, and on foot. I uld have added 
oxc~u-t, camel, dandy, and bi ycle, but had no 
o casion to do so. Train accommodations ranged all 
the way from modern air-conditioned ·ars to rattly, 
dusty, crowded third lass. 'ccond and first class ar 
equ·~ll y rattly, almost as dusty, but not quite s 

r wded. Ekkas and tongas ar horse-drawn vehicles 
-if Morgan-conscious \ ermonters could cons nt to 
call "horses" the small, stubborn; rakish quadrupeds 
that draw them. n the people maintain their inde
pendence against all o :lds as the ekka-ponies do, 
India's -future is safe. Airplane service is good. Every 
kind of transportation that has a schedule keeps it, 
but other vehicles move if, as, and when. However, 
I always got where I was going. 

The hotel and tourist business is still undeveloped 
outside a few main famous spots, and the traveler 
stays at government bungalows, lodges at mission 
stations. r makes other arrangements when he goes 
1 eyond those few spots. In Delhi I stayed at th 
YvVCA- ther is also a conveni nL YMC - and did 
my sightseeing by bus. The service is good and took 
me to all of the old and famous places listed in my 
smaJl gui ebook. I spent. the whole of ten dollars on 
a Friday-to-Tuesday week-end. Most!) I stayed at 
mission stations, having started with a visit to a 
missionary friend, and one thing led to another. I 
went out with the rnedi al people to village lini , 
stayed with Indian families, boarded at mission 
schools, got over abont two-thirds of the whole vast 
country. You have your choice of more than 200 
languages, none of which I spoke. But English
meaning English, not American, as, goods van, rail
way carriage, railway line, luggage, and the Jike
gets you around, and I did all right. 

As hiking country, most of India is out. The whole 
great central plain is hot and dusty when it isn't 
rainy and we1... I went up to he hills in Jun • o 
late for the long hiking expedit ions that many people 
take back into the mountains before the rainy season 
star ts. In Laodour, northeast of Dehra un, one's 
main activity was to keep from falling off th ings. 
\Ne were betwee.n 7,500 and ,000 £eet., and those 
Himalayan foothills are as near p rpendicular as 
anything could be and still hold trees and ttnder
brush. Houses arc built. on platforms scooped out of 
t he slopes, main.-tTaveled paths ::u·e "eyebr ws" 
etched above a 500-foot drop. Children were always 
falling off and breaking bones, and serious, even fatal 
accidents had happened. 

From the top of the ridge, when there was neith r 
hot-weather dus nor rai.ny~season lauds, we could 
se lhe great whit · masses of I anga Parbat, Kedar
nath, Bedrinath, and others oi the mait1 Himalayan 
.range. Though much lower than Everest, they rose 
to the rcspe tabl height of 22,000 and up. Ev rest 
w~ts limbed, Elizabeth was crown d, and we sat 
huddled around a 1·adio on a mountainside and got 
perfectly the news of the conquest, and the cere
monies inside the Abbey. 

fodia is used to foreigners and although b ggars 
begged insistently from the stranger, an childr n 
came mnning to see th sights, and bright-clad 
silver-weighted village women stared and stared, 
u1terested cou1'tesy was the general rnle and I went 
more or l ss where I pleased. American foreign policy 
is disconcerting to India, but nobody blamed me f r 
it. Io general people were too busy and too interested 
in fodia's new position in the world to worry as w 
do. It is a wonderfuJ country, and now is a wonderful 
time to visit it.- W11en may I come to sec ) ou off 
at the pier? 

(Editor's note: Miss Hallock is a member of the 
New York Section GMC) 

KILLINGTON SECTION REPORTS 

The outstanding Killington Section hike for Lhe 
past hree summers has been th " ver the F urlh 
Expedition." This year the group covered twcnty
four miles of Long Trail fr m1 P~rk · r Camp t 
Smuggler s l otch. 

'I hey camped in tents and cars about a quarter of 
a mile s uth of Barrows amp. Using this as their 
base, they r turned each n~ight and in this way 
avoided arrying pack while limbing. Laraway, 
I rospect. Rock, Whitefa , and Madonna "'ere th· 
mountains "conquer d." 

vVith the E1 d-to-Enders award getting closer each 
year, these hikers are looking forward to next year's 
trip. 

Their appreciation is extended to the two campers, 
Pearl Nichols and Eleanor Walker who transported 
the hikers to the start of their climb. 

LONG TRAIL PATROL 

Rov Buchanan, ha:irman of Trails and Shelters 
has four young men working on the Long Trnil 
Patr 1 this year. They have been out on the Trail 
sin e June 14th doing work at the expense of th 
Burlington and I illington Sections and the fain 

lub. Besides Roy, the I atrol consists of Bill Allard 
of Rntland, 1 ader; Carl P r.ry, Burlington; Dick 
Matus, North Conway, N. H.; Ted Goddard Jr., 
Bennington. 

PUBLICITY FOR THE LONG TRAIL 

ome t ime ago he New York. office of the\ ermont 
D velopment Commissi n was looking for window 
display material from Vermont mmunities wh 
wished to "offer their \Vares. " It occurred to ) our 
editor that this might be a good opportunity to 
show the st ry of The Long Trail. Anyone interested 
might write to the \ ermont Developmen om
mission in Montpelier for farther informati n. 

JAY PEAK 

The State of \ ermont has purchased l 97S acres 
of land in be Jay l eakarea at a cost of '7850. State 
forester, P rry H. Merrill aid that thcr is n plan 
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aL present to establish a park or sk i area there. se 
a nd dev lopme11t of th land will epend on th 
find ings and recommendations { t he specia l J ay 
Pe~ committee set up i11 1953 by t.hc legislature. 

ncluded in the State p,urchase, i,s t.he valley ex
tending between Jay Peak and Big Jay. 

LONG TRAIL MOUNTAINS 
SOMETHING ABOUT THEIR NAMES 

Part Three 

By EUGENE BA:MFORTH 

The SHAPES of the following mountains suggested 
their names: 
The Dome I 
Round Mtn. VI 
Hat Crown VII 
Breadloaf Mtn. VII 
Camels Hump IX 

(Couching Lion) 
The Forehead X 

The Nose X 
The Lips X 
The Chin X 
Adams Apple X 
Haystack Mtn. XII 
Sugarloaf Mtn. XII 

Dome, Round, Haystack and Sugarloaf are 
common mountain names; Hat Crown and Breadloaf 
are unusual if not unique. It would be interesting to 
know just where the namers were when they recog
nized these likenesses. 

Of Mt. Mansfield's peaks, Nose and Chin appear 
in print as early as 1824, Lips in 1883, Forehead and 
Adams Appl~· in 1917, the las two in the Long Trail 
Guide. 

Camel's Rump appears on a map as early as 1798, 
as the name of what is now Camels Hump. This name 
is not suggested by the outline of the mountain. It 
may be that originally it was called Camel's Hump 
but that this was distorted to Camel's Rump because 
this was regarded as less polite. In 1824, Thompson 
in his Gazetteer, mentions Camel's Rump, asking 
parenthetically "Why not Camel's Hump?" Ap
parently no one could think of a reason, for Camel's 
Rump seems to disappear in favor of Thompson's 
proposed name. 

It has been said that the mountain "was named 
by some one who had a curious idea of what a camel 
looks like. But I do not think that the name is wholly 
inapt. A camel has a pronounced hump and so has 
the mountain, apparent in all directions. 

There are many printed sources stating that 
"Couching Lion" as "Le Lion Couchant" was named 
by "Samuel de Champlain, Champlain's chaplain, 
Champlain's party," etc.; but none of them give 
chapter and verse. The name does not appear in 
Champlain's ovvn "Voyages," detailed as it is. Those 
who say the "early French" originated the name are 
probably right, but of the who-when-where we are 
not informed. The first printed reference to the lion 
name that I know of, is that mentioned in O'Kane's 
"Trails and Summits." In Frederika Bremer's "The 
Homes of the New World" (1853), a letter written 
from Burlington mentions "The mountain called 
Le lion couchant ... " The name appears elsewhere 
in literature but only there, seemingly; the lowbrows 
stuck to Camel's Hump. 

Soon after Prof. Monroe came on the scene in 
1914, he adopted the name Couching Lion, defending 

it with his. characteristic vigor. Trail signs· still in 
existence read "To Couching Lion," meaning the 
mountain, not the farm, to the occasional bewilder
ment of hikers, who think that they are headed the 
wrong way. One could feel the grudging concession 
to majority usage in a sign formerly at Couching 
Lion Farm, reading: "To Couching Lion commonly 
called Camel's Hump." 

"Couchant" is used in heraldry, meaning lying 
down, contrasted with the more familiar "rampant," 
standing upright. The stone lions in front of the New 
York Public Library are couchant. You wouldn't, 
of course, but don't let anyone else mention "Crouch
ing Lion," 'Nhich appears rather often, even in high 
places. Our lion's head is up, not down as when he 
was stalking his prey. He has now disposed of it, 
and is resting contentedly. 

These mountains were so named because of their 

PHYSICAL FEATURES: 

Green Mountains 
Pine Cobble I 
Bald Mtn. II 
Spruce Pk. III 
White Rock IV 
Blue Ridge Mtn. XI 
Bloodroot Mtn. VI 
White Rocks Mtn. XII 

Burnt Hill VII 
Burnt Rock M tn. IX 
Bald Hill IX 
Spruce Pk. X 
Whiteface Mtn. X 
Butternut Mtn. XI 
Double Top XII 
Burnt Mtn. XII 

All these except Bloodroot and Butternut are 
common mountain names. Except for Double Top, 
considered under the "other persons" classification, 
nothing seems to be known of their naming, as would 
be expected. 

Pine trees, altho abundant in the old days, left 
their name on only one Long Trail mountain, Pine 
Cobble, and that is over in Massachusetts. (Cobble 
means a "rounded hill or mound,") Spruce is a very 
common mountain name and a very common 
mountain tree. (So also is the balsam fir tree, but 
there are no such-named mountains in Vermont.) The 
names White Rock, White Rocks Mtn., and White
face Mtn. are now appropriate in varying degrees, 
White Rock being the most apt. Well below the na
tural tree line, The Balds as well as the Burnts must 
have acquired their bare summits by fires, but of 
these we have no record. The names are now fitting 
only on Bald Mtn. and Burnt Rock Mtn. 

Green Mountains, applying to the range traversing 
the State end to end, is said to have been bestowed 
by the early French. If of early origin, it is likely that 
they did the naming, for they were nearer than the 
English. What the mountains were compared to, in 
calling them green is not clear. Perhaps they thought 
of much higher mountains in Europe, or they may 
have gotten around enough to notice that Vermont 
mountains had fewer unforested spots than the 
Adirondacks or the White Mountains. 

But why Blue Ridge? 
And the inevitable MISCELLANEOUS. 

Pico Pk. V Cape Lookoff Mtn. VII 
Little Pico V Romance Mtn. VII 
Mt. Carmel VI Monastery Mtn. VII 
Corporation Mtn. VI Madonna Pk. X 
Mt. Horrid VII Cold Hollow Mtns. XI 
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NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 
Our new bulletin covering the summer and early 

fall months has just come out, so let's see what the 
New York Section will be doing during that time. 

Camp Thendara seems to head the list, for it is 
open all through the summer with mid-week and 
week-end hosts lined up to take care of the guests. 
And if you've never had the pleasure of visiting 
Thendara, you've missed the fun of getting away 
from the city heat and loafing, swimming, canoeing 
01· hiking in beautiful surroundings with congenial 
companions. 

While not many hikes are scheduled during the 
hot months of July and August, we find them coming 
along again with Labor Day, when the annual Long 
Trail week-end is listed. Sunday hikes in variety are 
scheduled for September and October, as well as a 
canoe cru.ise, a visit to Bronx Botanical Gardens, the 
annual Catskill Mountains outing, a chowder party 
and a Saturday walk through New York's China
town. 

Our guest card list shows 21 persons who are 
potential members. 

Twelve mernbets from the New York Section at
tended the Annual Meeting at the Long Trail Lodge 
in May and all enjoyed the occasion fully . 

Many of our members are now on far or near 
vacations and we shall undoubtedly hear stories and 
see pictures of these travels at our first fal l meeting 
and get-together on Sept. 24th. 

Meanwhile, happy vacation days to all . 
LILLIAN P. LODGE 


