
1 · ~ :. i 1· s ') _~·1 

Mass. 

~be Jlong ~rail .ll}eltls 
PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BY THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 

Entered as second-class matter March II, 1929, at the post-office at Rutland, Vt., under the Act of March 3, 1879 

VoL. XIII RUTLAND, VT., AUGUST, 1953 No. 3 

Editor 
MARY PERKINS 

129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

INTERSECTION AL 
This year the Intersectional will be held August 

22nd at Fay Fuller Camp, six miles from Bennington, 
Vermont. 

This location being closer than usual to the New 
York and Worcester Section's home grounds, it is 
hoped that many of these members will be able to 
attend. 

It is the purpose of the Intersectional that all 
Sections get together and get better acquainted so 
let's try for a good representation from every Section. 
In past years we have had up to and over one 
hundred members gathered for this event. Last year 
we noted a decrease in numbers. This is an important 
event in the life of the Club and should be en
couraged. 
F~y Fuller C~mp may be reached by car. Pro

ce~d1i;.g a shor~ distance to the left on the Bennington
Wil_mmgton highway, the Trail bears right, following 
a dirt road to the camp. It is a stone camp with two 
fireplaces, a stove, and bunks for twelve. There is 
also plenty of space for camp grounds. 

This camp was the gift of Fritz VonBriesen, who 
gave the money for the building of it in honor of 
his wife, Fay Fuller. It was built in 1930, and Mr. 
and Mrs. VonBriesen were both present at the dedi
cation ceremonies that year. 

Don't forget the Intersectional, August 22, 1953. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE 6, 1953. 

The reports from the various sections showing 
activities, trail work done and often the number of 
members. 

The report of the Trails and Shelters Committee 
by Prof. Buchanan listing work done during the 
summer of 1952. 

The report. of the Publicity Committee by Prof. 
V ondell showmg that the Long Trail booklets are 
circulating widely, also that our collection of slides 
is constantly in use by some group or club. 

Presentation of the End-To-Enders Award to Miss 

Business Manager 
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63 Center St., Rutland, Vt. 

Peggy Jones of the Barre Section. This was the 69th 
award, the 67th and 68th having been given earlier 
to Dr. & Mrs. L. Leland Dudley who were present at 
the meeting. 

The report of the Intersectional Committee by 
Mr. Goddard who said that all would be ready for 
this get-together on Aug. 22nd at Fay Fuller Camp. 

.The rep.ort of t~e Affiliations Committee by Mr. 
Field. This committee has contacted schools and 
camps in Vermont and offered speakers and slides 
for their meetings with the idea of furthering the 
proper use of shelters and trails by young people. 

The report by Mr. Duane Sprague, Jr. about a 
group in Springfield wishing to build an open-front 
shelter on Bourne Pond with volunteer labor and the 
thought that later a section might be formed in that 
city. 

The report of the Long Trail Lodge Committee 
by Mrs. Lodge and the discussion from the floor, 
followed by a vote in which it was decided to pro
ceed with the disposal of the property. 

The Nominating Committee's report was as fol
lows:-
Trustees-Miss Frances Green and Messrs. Boyce, 

Petrocelli, Perkins and Lincoln Jacobs 
Corresponding Secretary-Miss Lula M. Tye 
Clerk-Mrs. Lillian P. Lodge 
These members were elected. 

At the Trustees' Meeting, following the Annual 
Meeting of members, Mr. Eugene Bamforth was 
elected as Trustee to replace Mrs. Lodge who became 
Clerk. The following officers were elected for the 
coming year:-

President-Roy W oodelton 
Vice-President-John Von dell 
Treasurer-Earl Boyce 

Respectfully submitted, 
LILLIAN P. LoDGE, Clerk 

ACTIVITIES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
Something new had been added to our usual 

annual meeting program when we gathered on Satur
day morning, June 6, at Long Trail Lodge. Coffee 
was served at 10 :30, courtesy of the Lodge, and 
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provided a pleasant interlude before the business 
session was opened by Pres. Roy W oodelton. 

Since the business session will be reported else
where, let it suffice to say that we talked and heard 
reports, we ate a delicious luncheon, we talked some 
more, and then we adjourned. Following the after
noon session, those interested were divided into 
small groups and with able leaders from the Burling
ton and Killington sections scattered in search of 
birds, ferns, wild flowers, and other interesting flora 
and fauna. Despite the black flies that pursued the 
hikers relentlessly, driving some out of the woods 
entirely and onto the roadway, each group returned 
with reports of interesting discoveries along the way, 
well-pleased with their ventures. 

Attendance was slightly higher than that of last 
year. We missed several old friends, but met many 
new ones. We were especially glad to find not only 
most of the sections represented, but also a goodly 
number of members-at-large among those attending 
both business sessions and social events. We were 
pleased, too, to have the opportunity to meet and 
congratulate our three most recent "End-to-Enders" 
to receive their awards for having hiked the entire 
Long Trail; Miss Peggy Jones of the Barre Section 
and Dr. and Mrs. L. L. Dudley of Killington Section. 

Many stayed for the bean supper and sugarin' 
off in the evening. Since the humidity prevented the 
syrup from reaching its normal waxing temperature 
until later than we expected, some of us were a mite 
hungry before we ate. When the rich golden sweet
ness was finally poured over our plates of snow, how
ever, we decided it was worth waiting for. After' 
supper we adjourned to the chalet, and there heard 
an interesting talk on the life of a fire-lookout by one 
well qualified to tell about it. Our old friend, Miss 
Caroline Parmentier, whom we enjoyed meeting atop 
Stratton last summer, this year is manning the tower 
on Pico. It was a special treat to hear her describe 
the duties and responsibilities of a lookout in the 
Vermont Forestry Service. Inasmuch as three Long 
Trail shelters have burned in recent years, fire 
prevention and control are subjects especially close 
to us all. The evening program closed with the show
ing of colored slides, "Springtime in Europe," by 
Frances Green of the Worcester Section. 

Many members spent the night at the chalet, and 
sixteen campers stayed at the Perkins Farm which 
Mary and Craigue had so kindly made available 
again this year. The campers are circulating a 
petition to demand that Roy Buchanan be tethered 
out of reach of his car at the next such gathering; he 
sounded 5 a.m. reveille in what has become a 
traditional manner, by sounding his car horn. 

Sunday morning found our groups both scattering 
and gathering. Some had to leave early to start their 
long drive back to New York and other distant 
points. Others, however, joined the Rutlanders down
town to proceed to Spring Lake for an outing and 
picnic there. Twenty-five arrived at this beautiful 
spot in time for lunch and some of Craigue Perkins' 
"slow-boiled-for-that-extra-flavor" coffee, which was 
gratefully received. A sociably pleasant time was 
enjoyed by all, despite the showers that precluded 

our planned walks. Only Larry and Alberta Dean and 
a few of their Burlington contingent walked anyhow, 
having left Clarendon Gorge ahead of the shower 
only to arrive at Spring Lake soaked through. Once 
the party had broken up and started home in mid
afternoon, the sun came out again for the rest of the 
day,-with a sort of rainbow finish to our pleasant 
weekend. 

FRANCES GREEN 

WORCESTER SECTION NEWS 
The Worcester Section feted their Past Presidents 

at the G.M.C. Camp one Sunday in April. Over 
seventy-five members, past and present, gathered to 
honor the leaders of the club. A social hour and hike 
preceded a covered-dish supper after which movies 
of club activities were shown. Each President who 
attended gave one or two highlights of his reign. 
Inside the camp there is a border of small wooden 
pine trees around the top of the walls. There is a 
tree for each club year with the name of the President 
for that year inscribed upon it. We expect to live 
for some time, as the trees on the border date up to 
1972! 

The "Spring Clean-up" on The Long Trail for this 
section was May 16-17. The work crew did a grand 
job. They also cut much of the needed timber to 
re-build the open front shelter that was burned last 
year. The girls in the gang stayed at the Green 
Mountain House at West Wardsboro, and a few of 
the group hiked in to Stratton Pond to encourage 
(or hinder?) the workers. As usual it rained on Sun
day but the men stayed on the job until time to 
leave for home. Those staying at the Inn attended 
the morning service at the West Wardsboro Baptist 
Church. In spite of hiking clothes, the minister very 
cordially welcomed us, and we more than doubled 
his congregation which was small because of the rain. 

Memorial Day week-end found seventeen G.M.
Cers heading for Deerfield, N. H. Here we were 
guests of Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Olson at their summer 
home. Some folks accepted the hospitality of the 
farm house, others camped out, while five of the 
group set cots up in the barn and enjoyed (?) the 
company of a very noisy porcupine ! Meals were 
prepared over a variety of portable stoves in a 
"cook-tent." Saturday evening was spent sitting 
around a large camp fire toasting marshmellows and 
singing lustily. Two very interesting hikes were 
enjoyed on this trip. 

Our annual Strawberry Festival was held at the 
club camp. As the reservations came in slowly, no 
program was planned. However, thirty-seven mem
bers attended, and a hike was taken after supper. 

The club camp was not in the path of the W orces
ter tornado, which passed by a short distance away. 
However, several G.M.C. members suffered losses, 
some slight and others of a more serious nature. 
Those who were not involved have been helping 
relatives and friends who were. Because of this, our 
attendance has not been, and probably for some time 
will not be, up to par. 

We have had several local outings at camp these 
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last three months, and during the summer a mid
week picnic is planned for alternate Tuesdays. 

A week-end trip to Little Rock Pond was enjoyed 
by several members over July 4th, while the stay-at
homes found a host at the camp each day to make 
them welcome. 

JESSIE PHILLIMORE 

VERMONT STATE CAMP CLINIC 
Craigue Perkins spoke briefly at the Vermont 

State Recreation Board's sixth annual Camp Clinic 
held in Woodstock, Vermont on May 21st. He told 
the group about the facilities of The Long Trail and 
gave advice on the use of Green Mountain Club 
shelters by camp groups. 

It was an all day meeting conducted by Mrs. 
Theresa S. Brungardt, Vermont Director of Recre
ation. Representatives from private camps, short 
term, and day camps were present. 

The featured speaker was Dr. Mary Beauchamp, 
assistant director for the community and field 
services at New York University. She told the camp 
directors that the emphasis of a good camp program 
should be on a theme of out door knowledge and 
skills rather than on too rigid scheduling. 

The Long Trail is being used more and more by 
summer campers. The knowledge of how it came to 
be, the work needed for its upkeep, and the privilege 
of being able to use it, perhaps never has been re
vealed to many who derive pleasure from it. 

Along this same line we read in "New England 
Trails," published by New England Trail Conference 
the following: 

"The problem presented by the use of camps and 
shelters by troops of scouts, summer camp groups, 
and others who monopolize them, often· for long 
periods, and often cause considerable damage, was 
presented by several of the attending organizations. 
It has been a serious problem in certain New England 
areas for some time, and is becoming more acute. 
Several suggestions for dealing with the problem 
were made, but no solution was agreed upon. The 
great need for education in matters of trail use and 
responsibility was generally acknowledged." 

HOSTEL NEWS 
On the day the Killington Section hiked Killington, 

the Juggernaut Trail way, they met a group of eight 
Youth Hostel people coming down the trail. Here 
again were folks who would like to know more about 
The Long Trail. They were introduced to "The 
Guide Book" and given a few helpful hints. On 
reaching the top, the G.M.C. group found "Hostel 
News" tacked on the wall of Cooper Lodge. The sheet 
was published by the Boston Council, A. Y. H. Inc., 
683 Atlantic Ave., Room 362, Boston, Mass. It gave 
a schedule of their Day and Week-End Trips. On 
the back of the paper there were a few ads for equip
ment. 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 
The Annual Meeting at the Long Trail Lodge on 

June 6th was attended by thirteen members of the 
New York Section. As usual, we enjoyed the good 
fellowship, meeting members from other sections, 
the talks, slides and even the business part of the 
day! Would we could bring a corner of beautiful 
Vermont home in our pockets to look at when the 
city seems hot and tired and the mountains very far 
away. 

Our July to November bulletin lists sixteen new 
members and thirteen guest card holders-potential 
members. 

Camp Thendara, open through the week as well as 
week-ends during the summer, offers a cool retreat 
even in hottest weather. 

Instead of the strenuous hikes of the cooler months, 
we find listed such walks as "Deep Shade Ramble to 
Thendara"; "A Day of Swimming, Walking and 
Sunning at Montauk Point"; "Summer Stroll"; 
"Tuxedo Slow Circular for Recuperating Vacation
ers". So you see we are active during the summer in 
a nice easy way. 

Over the Labor Day week-end we have a Long 
Trail trip scheduled to Stratton Mountain and are 
hoping for a good turn-out. 

What shall we say of our vacationing members? 
This year we seem to have them scattered all over 
the globe! What tales they'll have to tell and doubt
less what pictures to show! A few of the places visited 
included Africa, India, Guatemala, points in South 
America and Europe, Puget Sound, Cold River, 
N. H., and even Grand Canyon and Yellowstone! 

The first fall dinner is scheduled for Sept. 24th. 
We always hear about the summer's travels then 
and catch up on lapsed friendships. 

To those in all sections who have not been away 
yet, happy days and a safe return. 

LILLIAN P. LODGE 

BENNINGTON SECTION'S SCHEDULE 
August 29-30 
Sept. 13 

Sept. 26 
Oct. 11 

Oct. 24 

Overnight to Mt. Mansfield 
Supper at the Kimball's in Wilming
ton. Bring your own. If you want you 
can climb Haystack 
Mt. Greylock. Saturday supper 
Stratton Pond. Bring your lunch. 
The foliage ought to be very good 
about this time. 
Blackmer's Camp. Saturday for a 
chowder supper. 

HIKERS PLEASE NOTE 

About a half a mile above the Governor Clement 
Shelter, going north on Killington the Trail is in 
very bad condition due to lumbering operations there. 
This stretch of trail needs re-locating and will be 
attended to by the Killington Section as soon as 
possible. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION REPORTS 
Early in May a Pancake Breakfast was enjoyed 

by a group of Killington Section members at Claren
don Lodge. After a lapse of some years, this event 
was put 01i the schedule again and pr-0ved to be 
popular especiall.y with the young crowd. 

The trip into Little R ock Pond on May 31st was, 
as usual, enjoyed by the nine hikers who made it. 
Flowers were found in abundance and so were the 
little black flies. On the way out, a few of the party 
went by way of the old road to South Wallington. 
This route follows a pretty brook through the woods. 

The Spring Lake Hike held June 7th after the 
annual meeting was well attended by GMCers but 
only four Killington Section members were present. 
However, all twenty-five who did attend had a grand 
get-to-gether. 

Mountain climbing in hot weather is no doubt not 
the most comfortable sport to take on. Swimming is 
perhaps the ideal sport when the thermometer goes 
above 90 degrees. That is how we accounted for only 
four hikers who wanted to climb Killington by way 
of the Juggernaut trail that hot 21st of June. How
ever, the four who conquered the heat as well as the 
mountain, claimed to be as comfortable as if they 
had stayed on their own hot back porches. Of course 
the flies had to be battled with, but the compen
sations, aside from conquest, were these: there was 
nothing in the world so delightful as placing hot, 
tired, feet in a cool mountain stream, and the 
satisfaction derived from a drink of water that tasted 
better than anything else we could think of at that 
time. 
Our Fourth of July Camping and Hiking trip covered 
that part of The Long Trail from Hazen's Notch to 
Parker Camp. Nineteen and one half miles of Long 
Trail and two miles of approach trail were covered in 
two days of hiking. A letter from two non-member 
hikers from Connecticut is being used elsewhere in 
this issue. It tells about conditions of the trails and 
shelters found in this area, so we will not repeat that 
information here .. We had seven hikers and seven 
campers on this trip. The events of the camping 
party are reprinted from "Smoke & Blazes." 

A CAMPER'S VIEW 
OF THE BIG WEEKEND 

by 

LUCY BISHOP 

Of course the "campers but not hikers" didn't get 
quite as much exercise on the Fourth of July weekend 
as the hikers did, but we had a grand time. Eleanor 
Walker, Pearl Nichols and I drove up Saturday 
morning, arriving at about 10 :00 A.M. at the camp 
site selected by the hikers, who had long since been 
on their way. 

Vera had left a note for us with directions for 
finding a spot about ten minutes' walk from the 
camp, with everything conducive to relaxation-sun, 
fiat rocks, a gorgeous view. Sounded good to us, 
relaxation being our aim, so after inspecting the camp 
and organizing our belongings, we decided to look 
the place over. Since we started off without consult
ing the note again, we were a little hazy about de-

tails, the one thing we were all sure of being that the 
walk took about ten minutes. We strolled along the 
trail through the woods, finding the climb easy and 
the woods delightfully cool. Taking into consider
ation the speed at which we were travelling and the 
number of times we stopped to investigate, we 
expected the tour would take us about fifteen or 
twenty minutes, but when we had walked for half 
an hour and still not found the sunny opening, we 
had a slight suspicion that we were heading in the 
wrong direction. Another ten minutes confirmed the 
suspicion, so we headed back down the trail, the 
camp coming into view at exactly the right moment 
-lunch hour! 

We enjoyed a leisurely meal, congratulating our
selves all the while on having accomplished a hike 
on our own, however brief and unscheduled. Follow
ing lunch we found the place we had been looking for 
in the morning-it was ideal! A cool breeze offset the 
sun, and the fiat rocks were meant for lazing around 
with a book, also for sandwiching a cat nap between 
chapters! 

Despite the lazy afternoon, we had keen appetites 
for dinner. Just as we were finishing our dessert the 
Field.s-Helen, Fred, Tommy and Peter drove in, 
swelling the number of campers to seven. Not too 
much later the hikers, also seven strong, arrived, 
none the worse for the miles they had tramped. 
After they had finished eating and cleaning up, we 
all sat around the campfire rubbing on insect dope 
and exchanging notes on the day's experiences-until 
the flies and mosquitoes decided it was time for us 
to retire and saw to it that we did. 

Sunday morning, after seeing the hikers off on the 
trail, and the Fields on their homeward way, we ate 
breakfast and proceeded to continue our program of 
sunning, napping, and reading from the point where 
we had dropped it on Saturday. Again, surprisingly 
our appetites were definitely present at noon, and w~ 
stowed away a huge lunch. 

When we had accomplished the necessary cleaning 
up and packing away we set out to spend the after
noon hiking through the countryside-via Pearl's 
car! It was an A-1 hike with perfect weather, good 
roads, breath-taking views and double-decker frozen 
custard cones ! 

Target-one perfect weekend. Mission accom
plished. 

WEBSTER DAY TO BE STRATTON ANNUAL 
FEATURE 

GMCers will recall the spot of last year's Inter
sectional and the bronze marker in honor of Daniel 
Webster who spoke at that site in 1840 to an audience 
of 15,000 people. It has been decided by a group of 
Stratton residents to make Daniel Webster Day an 
annual event in Stratton, with emphasis on political 
speakers from the local, state, or national level. 

The site is to be developed as a recreation spot. 
Two picnic tables are to be erected and the water 
supply is to be improved. The property is owned by 
the Windham County Historical Society. 
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BURLINGTON SECTION NEWS 
The Burlington Section was well represented at 

the G.M.C. Annual meeting. Since then there have 
been three Trail, clearing trips. North of Bolton Mt. 
there is still some work to be done. 

On July 4th and 5th eighteen members camped in 
the yard and on the piazza at Alice Rogers' and Helen 
Drews' in North Troy. On the 5th ten climbed Owl's 
Head in Canada on the shore of Lake Memphre
magog. There is a beautiful view of the lake here 
right at the eastern foot of the mountain. ' 

Another delightful Lake trip was taken July 19th 
when section members went out to Haag's camp on 
Lake Iroquois (formerly Hinesburg Pond). 

A boat trip on the Ticonderoga is scheduled for 
August 2nd. The boat leaves Burlington at 2 P.M. 
and arrives back at 7 P.M. Passengers may leave the 
boat at Essex, New York and be picked up there 
later, if they want to, or they may stay on the boat 
for the entire trip. Of course there is always the 
possibility of "missing the boat" so we are not sur
prised to hear that one Burlington Section member 
has said, "I don't advise getting off at Essex. I 
won't dare get off if the boat sinks, even if the Cap
tain orders us to abandon ship." 

At the site where the Puffer Lo9-ge is to be built 
between Bolton Mt. and Mayo Mt., work is pro
gressing slowly. Roy and Chester Buchanan expect 
to spend some time up there working the week of 
July 26th. 

Larry Dean is in California with thirty of his 
scouts. 

IT PAYS TO TALK TO HIKERS 
Not long ago Craigue Perkins saw two young hikers 

with packs on their backs passing through Rutland. 
He stopped to talk with them and found out that 
they were hiking on The Long Trail. They were 
going to do a stretch of trail that the Killington 
Section expected to do later so he asked them to 
write to him about their trip. The following is their 
letter: 

Dear Mr. Perkins: 

Baxter Drive, 
So. Norwalk, Conn. 
June 28, 1953 

Our luck was with us and we had good rides right 
up to the road where the Trail crosses about a quarter 
of a mile from Hazen's Notch Camp. We arrived at 
Hazen's Notch around 6:30 P.M. on the 15th of 
June. The camp was in very good condition with 
plenty of wood in the box. Found only one good 
sized tree over the Trail and no trouble to follow at 
all. 

We headed south around 9 :30 A.M. the 16th. 
Crossed the road and found fairly easy going. The 
markers are fading and about two hundred yards 
from the road near knocked down cabin it is a little 
confusing. We got off on a blind trail and lost about 
twenty minutes. We doubled back and from then on 
it was O.K. 

There are several good sized trees across the Trail 

a short way from Tillotson Camp. We arrived in the 
scheduled walking time and found the camp in 
excellent shape. Left Tillotson Camp on the 17th at 
9 :30 A.M. The Trail was well marked except for one 
spot about a quarter of a mile from Belvidere Look
out. This is the area where a few hundred trees are 
down due to a storm. 

We arrived at Ritterbush around 4 P.M. The camp 
was in rotten shape thanks to the porkies. They had 
really taken over lock stock and barrel. They had 
chewed through the floor and went to town on the 
bunks, table etc. Took us an hour to clean up and 
set the place in livable condition. We nailed the wire 
around the base of the cabin and piled plenty of 
stones where we thought they would do the most 
good. 

Didn't get much sleep thanks to the N.G. porkies. 
I beaned a few of them with boulders but they didn't 
seem to mind. Guess I was too tired to give them my 
best. 

Left camp on the 18th-7 :30 A.M. Found the 
Trail overgrown from Ritterbush to Butternut Mt. 
but fairly easy to follow. From Butternut Mt. to 
Parker Camp the Trail is excellently marked. 
Brother Anthony sprained his knee around Devil's 
Gulch and we lost about an hour getting to Parker. 
No need to mention we found Parker Camp in tip 
top shape. We planned on going on to Barrows Camp 
on Friday but Anthony's leg was still giving him 
trouble so we stayed over taking it easy. I walked 
out to the main road and hitched in to Johnson for 
a paper and a little chow. The side trail to the main 
road from Parker Camp is very well marked. 

Well on Saturday the 20th we hiked out and 
thumbed down to Norwalk, Connecticut. The 
motorists were good to us and we were in Norwalk 
around 3 A.M. Sunday. 

The next trip we plan on starting at Parker and 
walking south for two weeks-God willing. 

Please accept our thanks for the use of your 
G.M.C. trail and shortly we'll be joining you as 
members. 

EMMETT & ANTHONY ROGERS 

KILLINGTON SECTION 
FALL AND WINTER OUTINGS-1953-54 

Aug. 1, Sat.-Helen Bailey's Camp, Charlestown, 
N.H. 

Aug. 16, Sun.-Lake Pleaid 
Aug. 22, Sat. & 23, Sun.-Intersectional at Fay 

Fuller Camp 
Sept. 6, Sun.-Mt. Cushman 
Sept. 20, Sun.-Wallingford Gulf Road to Little 

Rock Pond 
Oct. 4, Sun.-Black Branch Road to Griffith Lake 
Oct. 18, Sun.-Mad Tom Shelter to Griffith Lake 
Nov.1, Sun.-Tucker Lodge 
Nov. 15, Sun.-Bald Mt. 
Nov. 29, Sun.-Blue Ridge 
Dec. 12, Sat.__:__Covered Dish Supper-Beechwood 
Jan. 2, Sat.-Clarendon Lodge 
Jan. 17, Sun.-Spring Lake 
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MOUNTAIN NAMES 

An interesting project and one that requires some 
research, is that of finding the source of the narries 
given to our mountains. If any reader of the "News" 
knows the story of the naming of any Vermont moun
tains, especially those crossed by The Long Trail, 
we would be pleased to receive the information for 
publication. 

The following story was taken from an editorial in 
the "Rutland Herlald." 

Bird Mountain 

A dispatch to The Herald from E. Poultney de
scribed how a group of people made a recent ascent 
of what was erroneously called' "Bird's Eye Mt." 

The mountain in question, presumably, is the 
mountain in the southeast part of the town of 
Castleton, with silhouette made notable by the 
abrupt cliff forming its southern face. It was named 
for Col. Amos Bird, who was the principal proprietor 
of the town, and came there from Salisbury, Conn., 
in 1766, to make surveys. He is said to have climbed 
the mountain, and used it as a base point for survey
ing. 

Col. Bird returned to the town as a settler, and 
built the first sawmill, at the outlet of Lake Bomo
seen. He died in the midst of his exertions. It is said 
that the first boards sawed at the mill were used to 
make his coffin. 

The name has sometimes been corrupted to Bird's 
Eye, probably because the users were unfamiliar 
with the historic account, and thought the name 
Bird was assigned because of the "bird's eye view" 
obtainable from the summit. Such views can be had 
from the summits of most Vermont mountains. But 
the name of this mountain comes very definitely 
from Col. Bird, whose activities as a pioneer settler 
merit the honor awarded by his fellow citizens nearly 
200 years ago. 

FROST MOUNTAIN? 

While we are on the subject of the naming of 
mountains it might be well to mention the fact that 
at one time the Green Mountain Club considered 
doing something about naming a mountain after 
poet, Robert Frost. 

What has become of that idea? 
Robert Frost has a home in Ripton, Vermont, near 

Breadloaf. It would seem that The Green Mountain 
Club would be the logical group to sponsor such a 
movement. 

If one of America's most distinguished men of 
letters, thinks enough of the mountains of Vermont 

to make his home close to them, representatives of 
that State should recognize its indebtedness to him. 

MORE FROM THE EDITOR 

If news fails to come in it is the editor's job to fill 
the paper. Sorry that's the way it is this month! 
Sections, please send in news. Members, please send 
material that might be interesting to other members! 

A LOST IDEA 

Another idea that has been lost somewhere in the 
shuffle of important events is the idea to make The 
Long Trail known better by way of conducting a 
contest in the schools of New England and New 
York. The Green Mountain Club could afford to 
offer a prize or two, to the high school student or 
students who submit the best essay about The Long 
Trail, showing actual participation of a hike on some 
part of the Trail and a sound knowledge of the history 
and purpose of the Trail. 

The above idea was brought to mind after a 
Killington Section member reported a conversation 
he had with two high school boys he met at Cooper 
Lodge on Killington. When asked why they never 
hiked with The Green Mountain Club, the boys 
replied, "Never heard of it." When questioned 
further about The Long Trail, it appeared that that 
was news to them also. They did know of the trail 
from Long Trail Lodge to Killington, and that was 
the extent of their Trail knowledge. 

If there ever was a time in the history of mountain 
climbing when the stories of the mountains was inter
esting to the public, that time is being equaled today. 
With the story of the conquest of Everest uppermost 
in the minds of many, people are in a receptive mood 
to hear more about mountains. Why not tell them 
about the Green Mountains and The Long Trail? 

FRANCES GREEN IN "VERMONT LIFE" 

Another story by Frances Green, of the Worcester 
Section, was published in the summer issue "Vermont 
Life." This time Frances tells about a "Lake in the 
Woods-A trip to Little Rocky Pond in the Green 
Mountain National Forest." Both the words and the 
pictures do justice to that delightful spot. Her color 
picture of the Pond is strikingly beautiful. 


