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Editor 
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129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

WILL YOU BE THERE? 

The annual meeting of our Club this year, will be 
held on Saturday, May 30th. It would be nice to see 
new faces along with those members who could be 
called regular attendants. Members of all sections 
and members-at-large are most. cordially invit d and 
indeed are tu-ged to join us. It is very desirable that 
every sect.ion be represented. Though this will not be 
a three day holiday we do want t better our a tend
ance of last year. So plan now to come and persuade 
other members or friends to attend. 

A committee will arrange a program for your 
enjoyment. Saturday afternoon and evening as well 
as some activity on Sunday for those who can st,:ty 
over. Watch for n.1ore details in the next issue of the 
NEWS. And in the mean t ime mark it on your 
calen~ar now! as a time to see old friends and to get 
acquamted with new ones. Help to assure a successful 
meeting which your presence will do. 

It may be of interest to members to learn some
thing about the last Directors meeting. The attend
ance was good and the meeting was somewhat longer 
t han usttal due to the many items under discussion. 
One important decision by the Board was the voting 
an appropriat ion of not lUOr than $4000.00 for the 
construction of a cabin to accommodate four people, 
to replace 'Tree-tops' destroyed by fire last year. 
Although only $1000.00 insnrance was carried on 
'Tree-tops' it was believed the additional revenue 
from the larger cabin warranted the spending of an 
extra 3000.00. However this will t:mlhcr delay 
reduction of ow· Club debt. A resolution was passed 
to have an ins•trance stu-vey made to determine if the 
Lodge property is adequately covered under present 
onditioos. A discussion was held, regarding ur 

arranging for trail maintenance done for us, rather 
than by club members. This policy may be tried. 
A conrn1ittee was elected with Mrs. Lodge as Chai.r
rn~n. This. latte:· comlll;itte~ is a fact :finding com
m1.ttee which will enquire mto all phases of Lodge 
ownership by ow· Clnb. It is intended that th 
findings of the committee will be rendered to mem
bers prior to the annual meeting. The usual im
portant iterus on the agenda relating to trail and 
shelter news, membership, finances and others were 
given areful attention. 

Business Manager 
LULA M. TYE 

63 Center St., Rutland, Vt. 

From all reports your Club held the line. Most 
sections have Lce11 very activ(.. I11t.c1est !:.a& bt:e11 
on the increase. Many varied activities and outings 
have had splendid results. We are not expanding 
very fast but remain a virile, friendly organization 
and in our own way are certainly doing our bit to 
help make a minute section of this world a more 
friendly, peaceful place that others may enjoy. 

RoY B. WooDELTON, President. 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 
Since the last issue of the LONG TRAIL NEWS, 

our Hobby Show has come and gone. Among the 
exhibits were paintings, photographs, copper work, 
original designs in wall paper, hand knitted articles, 
hand made chenille animals, hand worked lace, and 
several collections of different sorts. One member, 
whose hobby is cooking, brought her chafing dish 
and stirred up a tasty concoction of cheese which 
she served on crackers before the dinner. Following 
the dinner, two of our members told us about their 
recent trip to Europe and illustrated the talk wit 
excellent color slides. 

Our next meeting is on February 6th. This is ou, 
annual dinner-dance but this year it is to be a fancy 
dress affair with "plenty of prizes for the most un
usual get-up and outstanding-headgear"-so the 
invitation reads. We may even find a hiker in full 
regalia in our midst. 

In our new bulletin we find various interesting 
outings scheduled-several ice skating parties, a 
winter camping trip · in the Catskills, two skiing 
week-enl'is, and week-ends at Camp Thendara with 
square dancing and singing. Also three Saturday 
afteriiooll. outings to historical spots in New York. 
-It -all -adds -up -to a busy and entertaining winter 
season. 

Our annual business meeting comes on March 
26th. And speaking of this, your correspondent 
attended the annual business meeting of the 
Worcester Section on December 6th. It was a very 
pleasant evening, meeting old friends again, and 
enjoying the hospitality of the kind Worcester folks. 

LILLIAN P. LODGE. 
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REPORT FROM THE WORCESTER SECTION 

After concluding a most active and rewarding 
year of 1952 the Worcester Section is making plans 
for a bigger and better program of activities for 
1953. With new members being added regularly 
and with the energy and enthusiasm of the organiza
tion at a high pitch, the future is certainly full of 
promise. During the past year, the club camp has 
taken on a new look, with interior finish, painting, 
wiring, and other improvements done by the mem
bers. 
NOVEMBER- On November 9, Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert Steele prepared and served a delicious ham 
and bean supper with outstanding success, both 
gastronomically and financially. Dr. Steele showed 
slides of most interesting and unusual places they 
visited during a camping tour of the western states 
and Canada last summer. 

A hike over the trails in the vicinity of the camp 
occupied the members on November 23. After a 
picnic supper, Miss Jessie Phillimore, in charge of 
the outing, showed colored slides of vacation travels 
and club outings. 
DECEMBER-Our annual meeting and dinner 
·were at Franklin Manor in West Boylston on De
cember 6, with a large attendance. We were privi
leged to have Mrs. Russell Lodge of the New York 
Section with us as guest speaker. The showing of 
colored slides taken on the Long Trail was a most 
interesting feature of her lecture. A real innovation 
was the Beauty Shop Quartet with well trained 
feminine voices and unusual costumes. 

A supper was prepared on December 14 by Rudy 
Trow and Paul Moss (with feminine assistants) 
following a hike. Colored slides of vacation spots 
were shown by Marion Elvidge. 

The annual Christmas party on December 20 
was highlighted by the exchange of gifts, games, and 
a delicious buffet supper, all under the capable 
direction of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Maynard. 

The year 1953 was started off in an appropriate 
manner with open house at the camp, followed by a 
pancake party. Dr. and Mrs. Steele demonstrated 
their versatility by preparing the supper, and after
ward leading the members in an evening of hilarious 
skits and games. A fitting start for a bright and happy 
New Year. 

PAUL F. Moss 

From the interesting and complete report sent 
in by Pearl E. Clark, Secretary of the Worcester 
Section, the following is a brief summary of that 
Section's Annual Report: 

Five regular business meetings were held. 
Three fund raising events were held that brought 

in $122.36. 
Shelters and Trails had a fairly easy year. Trail 

was cleared and bridges built that had been washed 
away. 

The outing committee reported that there were 
12 local outings, many at camp, and 18 out of town. 

Among the parties held were a Sugaring Off, 
Strawberry Festival, Hallowe'en and Christmas 
party. 

Membership is 138. 

The officers for 1953 are: 

President, H. Alfred Williams, 22 Grand View Ave., 
Worcester, Mass. 

1st. Vice President, Donald B. Maynard, Jr., Holden, 
Mass. 

2nd. Vice President, Albert L. Wiley, 134 Elm St., 
Worcester, Mass. 

Secretary-Treas., Pearl E. Clark, 24 Oread St., 
Worcester, Mass. 

Assist. Sec., Jessie Phillimore, 26 John St., Worcester, 
Mass. 

Assist. Treas., Phyllis P. Ojerholm, 43 Marland Rd., 
vVorcester, Mass. 

THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL 
RECREATION CONFERENCE 

at 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

March 14, 1953 
Program of the Mountaineering Section 

Skinner Hall Auditorium 
10:00 A.M. New England Trail Conference-Carl 

0. Chauncey, Chairman Annual Meet
ing- Discussion of Trails and Shelters. 
All of New England. The latest on the 
subjects. 

12 :00 Lunch in Draper Hall, on the Campus 
-appr. 75 cents. 

2 :00 P.M. Skinner Hall-Chairman, J. H. Hitch
cock, A.M.C., G.M.C., Worcester. 
"Trails and Trips in Western Massa
chusetts"-Miss Edith Libby, A.M.C., 
Northampton. There are many delight
ful hikes in this vicinity as will be seen 
with Miss Libby's beautiful ko
dachromes. 

3:00 P.M. "From Mt. Mansfield North"-Dr. A. 
P. French, G.M.C., Amherst. The 
upper part of Vermont's Long Trail is 
scenic, but not as well known as the 
middle sections. This trip qualified Dr. 
French for the End-To-Ender's award, 
having finished the entire 260 miles of 
the Trail. 

4:00 P.M. "Hiking the Great Smokies"-Murray 
A. Stevens, Chairman of the Ap
palachian Trail Conference, New York 
City. High peaks, far-reaching views, 
different shelters, beautiful flowers 
characterize this section of the 2040 
mile Appalachian Trail. Mr. Stevens 
will make use of the A. T .' s official 
color slides. 

5: 45 P.M. Cafeteria dinner together in Draper 
Hall-95 cents. 

6:45 P.M. Skinner Hall-"To Be Exact"-Skit 
by Metawampe Club. 

7: 00 P.M. "Colorful Colorado"-Dr. Robert A. 
Steele, G.M.C., Worcester. By cleverly 
equipping their car the Steeles have 
been making gypsy auto trips to most 
of the famous spots in the West. Once 
established, they make photographic 
forays to the high places. Dr. Steele 
is an expert photographer. 
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REPORT FROM T HE KILLINGTON SECTION 

At the annual meeting held J anuary 24th the 
following officers were elected : 
President, George Conlon, North St., E xt., Rutland, 

Vt. 
Vice President Charlotte Rutkowski, 164 South St., 

Rutland, Vt. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Eleanor Walker, 87 Baxter St., 

Rutland, Vt. 
The membership was reported as 96 . 
The rummage sale brought in $97.87 and the Card 

party $51.20. These two money raising events have 
been held annually for the past four years and turn 
in consistently good results. 

Outings have been scheduled every two weeks 
with an average attendance of 18 OP .. the hikes and 
40_at indoor gatherings. · - -· 

The Trails chairman reported that Charlie Smith 
did most of the trail clearing this year. 

The Shelters chairman gave the following report : 
The general condition of all shelters and lodges 

in the l\.illington section is good. 
Tucker Lodge There bas been no work done on 
Tucker since last January, ' hen Lhe broken glass 
was r placed and I.he bad ·pots in the tone founda
tion chinked with glass wool. This _ car there are 
about. 16 broken lights, whi b wilJ be repla d during 
the outing next w k. The stove is in pretty bad 
shape ... the top is warp d badly, and cooking is 
rather diffi ulL. I t should be cit.her r pair d or 
replaced. 
Pico Shelter This shelter has had quite a face-lifting; 
and although it doesn't look much different, I can 
vouch for the fact that it is now quite livable. The 
money that was voted for Pi o repairs at the last 
annual meeting was used to pay the Long T rail 
Patrol, who did the work. Tw !leg students, 
under the direction of R oy Bu banan, spent better 
than a week at the shelter repairing the roof and 
bunks, and building a new retaining wall at the front 
of the camp. 

I would recommend, however, that any future 
effort or money spent here should be toward a new 
building rath r than repaii .. M st of the foundation 
logs are fai1·ly well rotted, and will not last too much 
longer. 
Cooper Lodge R plac ment. of six r seven panes of 
glass has been the only w rk don th r this year, 
with the exception of a few minor repai rs t Lbe stove. 
The tove needs t be replaced, because it is baclly 
cracked in a numb r of pla es. Ther are a f w bad 
spots in the roof where moistw-e has started rotting 
the boards. These are no serious, and will not get 
~ny worse because the new roofing paper put on a 

/ few years back is still in good shape. \ 
Gov. Clement helter o work has been done there, 
although a car Eul inspection was made after a 
report by one gr up of hikers that the roof leaked 
like a sieve. The roof could easily be fixed with a 
little patching here and ther , but is oth rwis sound. 
Th lower bunk needs 1· pla ing. This was planned 
bltt somehow never was accompli hed. The himn y 
needs chinking, to mak the fire-plac work properly, 
and a n w table is needed. 

Clarendon Lodge At last year's Annual Meeting, 
it was recommended that we look into the possibili
ties of closing in Clarendon Shelter. After money was 
raised for this proje ·t by a card party, preliminary 
plans were made. Then we heard that Mr. Wil y 
would contribute up to $250 to the camp. ·with that 
news, we decided to rebuild. When we tore down the 
old shelter and found out just how far gone it was, 
the decision proved to be a good one. 

A general outline of the construction period goes 
something like this: 
APRIL ... We got an O.K. from the land-owner, and 

the plans were completed. 
MAY . . . The old shelter was torn down, the new 

foundation, framing and rafters were completed. 
J UNE . . . All the siding was on and the roof was 

finished . 
JULY & AuG. were spent finishing up the inside, and 

the door and some windows. 
SEPT. & OCT. The Stove and front windows were 

installed. 
On October 25, a house-warming was attended 

by about 50 members and friends. Members of the 
Section have spent the night and all agree it is quite 
satisfa tory for winter use. 

pring Lake 'When we opened up for the summer, 
verything was ship-shape. During the spring, an 

additional out building was built, giving the place 
all the modern conveniences. Aside from replacing 
the door on the stove and nine lights of glass, it has 
needed no repairs this year. The camp has been closed 
in for the winter, and was still in good shape when 
the club went in three weeks ago. 
Buffum I have had no recent information on condi
tions at Buffum, but last April it was used when we 
hiked in there instead of to Greenwall, and it seemed 
to be in fair shape. 

I would recommend that a new stove be purchased 
for Cooper Lodge, and the old stove be moved to 
Pico. where there is nothing but the fireplace. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
CARL A. NEWHALL 

Carl Newhall, Sr., showed some excellent slides of 
views taken on a trip to the West coast this past 
summer. 

Maude Canty and Ruth Fostman served coffee, 
doughnuts and tarts. 

The meeting was held in the workshop of the Green 
Mountain Awning Company in Rutland. 

SPRING LAKE IN WINTER 

After the excitement of the Christmas holidays, the 
ulminati n of the wedding plans into reality, the 
nd of th fami.ly par ties, and fina.Uy when all ''good 

1byes" were sa.id, we took to the woods. 
I It was a clear, crisp, sunny day with t he air 
invigorating enough o be breathed in deep, and 

li bed like nourishing food. The birches and the 
I evergreens dressed in snow trimmed gowns stood 

t all and stately on a pure white carpet against a 
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curtain of deep blue. This was the scene we looked 
on as we hiked up the road to the Spring Lake Camp. 

When we left the road and turned into the field 
that leads to the old wood road, we put on our snow 
shoes. Carl, Maxine, and Emil were in the lead with 
Carl breaking trail for a while and then Maxine 
taking a turn. This little exertion should have been 
appreciated by the rest of the party and no doubt 
was. 

Not a sound but our own voices, not a track but 
our own, to break the spell of quiet and aloneness! 
Then at the last turn in the trail just before we came 
to the Camp a view of snow covered fields and 
villages that reaches to the Taconics unfolded before 
us and brought forth exclamations of delight. 

With many folks to help it wasn't long before a 
fire burned hotter than hot in the "Valquette 
Special" and lunches were taken from packs and 
heated, fried, and boiled. 

With twenty hungry hikers eating and talking 
there was little left of the quietness of the woods, 
but it was good to have the companionship of our 
hiking friends and to enjoy with them the give and 
take of conversation. We talked of coming Club 
events, the best equipment and food to carry on the 
trail etc. It is at times like this when ideas are formed 
and sometimes worked into projects. We all agreed 
(of course we are somewhat prejudiced) that the 
Spring Lake Camp site is one of the most beautiful 
on The Trail and that Spring Lake Camp is rather 
special. Then the idea came forth-"How to make it 
better." It was suggest-od that perhaps we could at 
some future date line the inside walls with wall 
board. Well, there's the idea, anyway. 

It was dark when we reached the cars. As we drove 
home we had that comfortable feeling that comes 
after a day in the woods. 

BURLINGTON SECTION NEWS 

At the annual meeting of the Burlington Section 
the following officers were elected: President, 
Beverly Thorpe; Vice President, Capt. Claude 
Johnson; Secretary, Joyce F ellows; Treasurer, E. 
E. Smith. The meeting was held in the Waterman 
building at U.V.M. and was attended by sixty-five 
members. 

After the dinner, election of officers and the read
ing of reports, Frank Wood, a former F.B.I. men, 
now of Enosburg Falls showed Kodachromes of a 
trip by canoe that he took in 1950 in Northern 
Canada. He went by way of the Nehanti, Flat, and 
Liard Rivers way north. Both the pictures and talk 
were very good. 

During the business meeting plans were discussed 
in regard to building a new camp on The Long Trail 
in memory of Prof. Louis Puffer. The camp would 
be located between Mt. Admiral Mayo and Bolton 
Mt. 

On J anuary 18th a group hiked through East 
Woods in Burlington and ended at the Buchanan's 

home. Each member carried a pack supper and was 
served coffee and dessert by the hosts. Pictures were 
sho\.vn by several shutter bugs. About thirty were 
present and Roy says, "- the floor held." 

On February 1st an Oyster Supper is scheduled 
to be held at Taylor Lodge. (We understand they 
don't get the oysters out of Taylor's beaver pond. 
Just the water comes from there. Too bad! But then 
who minds carrying in a few oysters!) 

MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF THE WEST 

The Mountaineers Inc. of Seattle, Washington 
was organized in 1906. They have a membership of 
2,438; 2,120 from Seattle ; 249 from Tacoma, and 69 
from Everett. They publish a monthly printed news 
sheet, "The Mountaineer." They also publish a 
manual called "Operation Manual" which informs 
members on how the club is operated and managed. 

Not much information was available about the 
Mazamas of Portland, Oregon. They get out a 
monthly bulletin called "Mazama" and an Annual 
Publication at an expense of $1200.00. From a 
report of one of their parties, "Old Timers Party 
Huge Success" we gather they are fifty years old. 
"A Golden Anniversary for the Mazamas was big 
news of the evening-. ]. W. Marsh, a youngster of 
only 90 who has been with us for forty-three years 
was among the honored guests." In their November 
issue of "Mazama" they published a separate sheet 
listing the names of successful climbers of Mt. 
Hood, Mt. Washington, Three Finger Jack, South 
Sister, and Mt. Thielsen. All of these climbs were 
scheduled in July, August, and September. More 
than 200 names were listed. This brings to mind the 
thought that it may be a good idea to publish the 
names and addresses of all "End-to-Enders" at some 
future date in the LONG TRAIL NEWS. We shall 
see what can be done about it. 

From "Trail and Timberline, " the official publica
tion of The Colorado Mountain Club, we quote: 
"We are organized: To unite the energy, interest 
and Knowledge of the students, explorers and lovers 
of the mountains of Colorado; to collect and dissem
inate information regarding the Rocky Mountains in 
behalf of science, literature, art and recreation; to 
stimulate public interest in our mountain area; to 
encourage the preservation of forests, flowers, fauna, 
and natural scenery; and to render readily accessible 
alpine attractions of this region." 

We are re-printing the following from "Trail and 
Timberline" because we like it and because it may 
encourage a Green Mountain Club member to send 
in a story to the LONG TRAIL NEWS about one 
of our own "nice" mountains; Jay Peak, Camels 
Hump, Mansfield, Killington or any one of the 
Green Mountains. 

A NICE MOUNTAIN 

HUGH W. HETHERINGTON 
"Glen says it's a nice mountain- a NICE moun .. 

tain," Mrs. Steele kept saying as she was taking us 
in her car to the foot of the trail in mid-August, 1952. 
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She had gallantly prepared for us a 4 :30 breakfast 
at the Double Diamond Ranch, long before the hired 
cook was up. That word "nice," coming from Glen 
Exum, and applied to a mountain-well, it carried 

a world of meaning! 
Cloudveil Dome stands between Nez Perce and the 

South Teton. As seen from afar, it's a most modest, 
shy, and retiring mountain. There are only a few 
places in Jackson Hole from which it can be seen at 
all. It usually seems to be hiding bashfully behind 
one of its more famous and more spiky-looking or 
more lofty companions-Teewinot, Nez Perce, or the 
Grand. It turns out to be, nevertheless, when you 
have got your fingers and Bramanis on its flanks, a 
very nice mountain. It is, most undeservedly, one of 
least frequently climbed of the Tetons; for instance, 
only three persons did it on the C.M.C. Teton Outing 
in 1951. 

The first few hours, after Mrs. Steele had waved 
us goodbye, were spent pleasantly in following the 
familiar trail up Garnet Canyon, the same as taken 
on ordinary ascents of the Grand. Then, after secur
ing ice axes from Glen's secret cave, we veered to the 
south when we had about reached a point directly 
under the shadow of Nez Perce. Long slopes of quite 
hard snow in which we were able to kick most of our 
steps but in which we had to chop a few, took us up 
south and west toward our mountain. 1,71/ e cached 
our ice axes a bit too soon at the top of a long snow
field, and soon Glen had to break out a rope to get us 
up a steep, if short, ice slope. 

We were now at the base of the vertical ring of 
cliffs which we now saw surrounded our supposedly 
harmless opponent. The upper part of Cloudveil 
Dome, seen at close quarters, was found to resemble 
a cylinder topped with a conical hat. We now roped 
up. Glen, of course, led; then came Doc Steele, then 
I, and then little 12 year old Johnny Ruhnka, who 
turned out to be a fine climber, always calm and 
tireless. Dr. Steele's two sons, Nick and Tom, 
brought up the rear. We were all roped together on 
two ropes. 

For about an hour the climbing was just severe 
enough to necessitate the ropes. Glen then decided 
to give us a little more of an adventure, and instead 
of taking the easiest way up from here, led us around 
onto the south face. I will not deny that the holds 
there are for the most part adequate and solid, but 
some of the passages on that south face are, to say the 
least, brilliantly spectacular. The real thrill was the 
flake. The flake was out about two feet from the 
mountain wall, and was knife sharp. It was very 
interesting, securely belayed from above, of course, 
to walk gingerly along the flake for about fifteen 
feet, and look down some six hundred feet between 
the flake and the wall, the wall being a degree or so 
from the perpendicular. Beyond that lovely flake 
some steep and exposed pitches took us over a sharp 
shoulder onto a safe platform, from which, however, I 
could see nothing of the man I was belaying until 
his head appeared above the shoulder. From there it 
was only a few rope lengths to the top. 

Glen can get a little tough when it is good for the 

party, and he saw to it that every man was securely 
belayed while we were inching up that exposed south 
face; he allowed no carelessness. 

The ascent had been over 5000 feet, as the summit 
is 12,025 high. Cloudveil Dome that day, fortunately, 
belied its name, as the sky was cloudless, and the 
perfect weather enticed us to linger on top. I had 
time to take many pictures of Nez Perce to the east 
and the South Teton to the northwest, both approxi
mately the same height as Cloudveil Dome. A 
photographer's chief prize, however, was of course 
the Grand Teton, looming over 1700 feet above us 
to the north. 

More excitement awaited us on the way down, 
in the form of two rappels, each a hundred feet 
long. We went down along the ridge between the 
south and northeast faces. Glen had provided for 
us rappelling slings. As I had never used one, I was 
a bit jittery about the sling on the first rappel, but 
was converted bv the time of the second. Little 
Johnny had the nerve to ask to be the first to go down 
the rope each time. I went next. That second rappel 
was mostly free, and it was fine sport to be sliding 
down the rope, out in thin air, with nothing ap
parently under me but the blue lakes of Jackson 
Hole, 5000 feet below, but with the satisfaction of 
knowing that since Johnny had landed safely on a 
platform at the end of the rope, I would land safely 
too. 

Some moderately difficult chimneys, and then 
long glissades awaited us. Here I slowed down a bit 
in getting started on the glissades, and found myself 
coming down last, and most ingloriously, for the most 
part, in that position which is contrary to theory 
as well as conducive to thorough refrigeration of the 
pants seat; but at least I was able to stop myself at 
will with my axe. 

It was blessedly warm in the canyon bottom, and 
I was soon dried out. Glen produced from his well
stocked pack a dietary item I had never before seen a 
climber carry-a little aluminum container filled 
with potato salad. He gave me some, and it certainlv 
hit the spot. · 

Entertained by Glen's reminiscences of his climbs 
in the Alps and his days studying music in England, 
we swung rapidly down the trail. Mrs. Steele met 
us at the bottom, bearing the good news that we were 
not yet too late for dinner at the Double Diamond. 

Yes, it's a nice mountain. The next day I found 
that there are spots even in the valley from which a 
careful observer can make out those cylindrical 
walls, that conical cap which make Cloudveil Dome 
the image of a giant tin man in a modernistic legend. 

About the author: Hugh Hetherington who climbed 
extensively in the Tetons this summer is professor of 
English at the University of Wyoming. He completed 
climbing the last of the fourteens in Colorado this 
year. 
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BOOKS WORTH READING 

Reviewed by LEONARD B. ARCHER, ]R. 

ANNAPURNA, by Maurice Herzog, Leader of 
the French Himalayan Expedition (Dutton, $5), 
is not only the latest book to be added to the library 
of mountain literature; it is also one of the most 
exciting ever ·written. It is the heroic story of the 
conquest of Annapurna, 26,493 feet, highest moun
tain yet climbed by man. A few mountaineers have 
been higher, notably Frank S. Smythe on Everest 
and probably George Leigh-Mallory and Andrew 
Irvine, but Everest is still unconquered. The con
quest of Annapurna is a remarkable feat of moun
taineering. Eric Shipton says, "It is this triple accom
plishment of successful exploration, reconnaissance 
and assault, all within the brief season between the 
melting of the winter snows and the onset of the 
monsoon, that places the achievement of the French 
expedition in a class by itself, and has won our 
wholehearted admiration and applause." 

It is an exciting and dramatic account of success 
overshadowed by tragedy. Herzog and his climbing 
partner, on their descent from the summit, were 
caught by the first of the monsoon storms One snow
blind, the other with frozen hands, they were met by 
the party of supporting climbers only to be caught 
by an avalanche and almost wiped out. Forced to 
spend the night in the open at an altitude of over 
23,000 feet, they suffered frozen hands and feet. The 
descent and the laborious trek back to civilization, 
with the excruciating treatments and unavoidable 
amputations, make of ANNAPURNA a stirring 
story of unbelievable heroism. The book has numer
ous pictures in color and monochrome gravure, and 
at the end a good map of that part of the Himalayas. 

Those who read THE WHITE TOWER, by 
James Ramsey Ullman, remember the beautiful 
mountain description in that novel. One of the best 
general books on mountain climbing is Ullman's 
HIGH CONQUEST (Lippincott, $5), a history of 
mountaineering with stories of some of the most 
famous climbs. In his KINGDOM OF ADVEN
TURE: EVEREST (William Sloane Associates, 
$5.) Ullman abstracts accounts of the climbers 
themselves to present a "chronicle of man's assault 
on the earth's highest mountaid." This and his 
HIGH CONQUEST have many photographs. 

In HIGH CONQUEST Ullman says, "The 
mountains and the men who climb mountains have 
more to tell us than a mere story of physical obstacles 
and the physical adventure. They tell us that the 
world is old and tired and sick only to those who 
are themselves old and tired and sick; that there 
are still such things as high devotion and high 
enterprise under the sun; and that men have fought 
and died-and will fight and die again-under other 
banners than those of power, greed and hatred. At 
a time like the present-here and now-it is well to 
remember these things." 

Even more beautifully written is THE SCOTTISH 
HIMALAYAN EXPEDITION, by W. H. Murray 
(Macmillan, $6), with beautiful photographs in 
black and white and four pages of color plates. 

Murray has great spiritual depth which continually 
shines forth in his book. Other mountaineers in the 
Himalayas have remarked about the beauty of the 
rhododendrons, but it is Murray who "tried to let 
their beauty soak in, and when I did so a new beauty 
. . . seemed to shine out of them . . . This newness 
taken on by the world was like that of something 
freshly created. Its loveliness had youth and vigor 
and an immortality so obviously not of its mani
fested self, but of that ever new and ancient beauty, 
wherein all individual things have being and life, and 
which they serve . . . There was displayed the over
whelming harmony of things sharply strange and 
separate, that fully and from their beginning were 
entered into one another and oned ... His name men 
called God, or the Infinite One, Beauty or Truth, 
according to the context in which His works happen 
to be seen." You will fall in love with this book, 
with its beautifully poetic quality. 

ATTACK ON EVEREST, by Hugh Ruttledge 
(McBride, $3.50), is the story of the 1933 British 
expedition told by its leader. The expedition fell 
short of the summit by 1000 feet, but their story 
is a thrilling and courageous one. Dramatic photo
graphs embellish the book. Three men, one of them 
Frank S. Smythe, reached an altitude of 28,000 feet 
before they had to turn back defeated. Until Ramond 
Lambert made his unsuccessful attempt recently 
this was the highest point that had been reached by 
man. EVEREST: THE UNFINISHED ADVEN
TURE, also by Hugh Ruttledge (Hodder & Stough
ton, London, $3.50), is the account of the 1936 
expedition. 

Frank S. Smythe has been described as one of the 
greatest mountaineers who ever lived. He is dead 
now. His last book, BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS: 
CLIMBING WITH A COLOR CAMERA (Chanti
cleer Press, $5), is a magnificent volume with 57 
color photographs by the author and a beautifully 
written text describing the mountains he loved. 
Four great mountain regions are covered, the 
Himalayas, North America, Switzerland and Great 
Britain. Some of the color plates are of scenes around 
Rutland. A full page plate is "Autumn Colourings at 
Rutland." The author says of another, "Near 
Pittsford," "Pittsford is a village near Rutland and 
I have spent some happy days there being shown by 
my host over the green and pleasant hills of Vermont. 
No man I have ever met was more enthusiastic about 
his own countryside and there is good reason for the 
Vermonters to love their beautiful land of hill, lake 
and forest." Buy a copy of this book. It should be on 
the bookshelf of every Vermonter who loves the 
mountains. 

The above is a rewrite from the columns of the 
Rutland Herald, Rutland, Vermont. 


