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REPORT OF THE GREEN MOUNTAIN 
CLUB ANNUAL MEETING 

The 1952 G.M.C. Annual Meeting really got 
underway Friday night, May 30th, with members 
from the Worcester and New York Sections arriving 
for overnight camping at Spring Lake Camp. 

In spite of dubious weather, 10 o'clock, Saturday 
morning, May 31st, found G.M.C. members as
sembling in numbers at the Long Trail Lodge Chalet 
for the opening of the business meeting. President 
Woodelton was on hand to greet arrivals and to 
provide each with a G.M.C. tag to sign and wear. 
This was a help in showing who was who and so 
speeded up getting acquainted. The "regulars" were 
pretty well accounted for and we were glad to see 
also a number of our members for whom this was a 
first Annual Meeting. Among the latter were repre
sentatives from our new Barre Section and several 
members-at-large. These all added up to the best 
attendance in recent years-a total of about seventy. 

The usual reports took up the morning session 
after which dinner was served in the dining room of 
the main Lodge. In the afternoon session there was a 
lively discussion of the decision of the Trustees to 
dispose of the Long Trail Lodge property. The 
Club voted to ask them to reconsider their action. 

At the close of the general meeting there was the 
usual Trustees meeting. During this time some 
members went for short hikes arranged for by 
Frances Green of the Worcester Section. 

At 6 :30 everyone reassembled in the Lodge dining 
room for sugar-on-snow accompanied by the pro
verbial pickles, doughnuts, and coffee. The syrup 
was cooked to exactly the right consistency and the 
service under the direction of Jim Green of the 
Worcester Section, and Harold Valiquette of the 
E:illington Section was excellent. 

The evening program was in charge of Prof. John 
V ondell of the Worcester Section. The speaker was 
Robert L. Coffin of Massachusetts State College 
who showed a splendid collection of colored slides 
illustrating his topic-MY WORLD-I HOPE 
YOU LIKE IT. This was a perfect conclusion to a 
good day. 

On Sunday the dubious weather became definitely 
wet and the hike program was rained out. We only 
hope all our visiting members arrived home without 

Business Manager 
LULA M. TYE 

63 Center St., Rutland, Vt. 

inconvenience from the various washouts along the 
way. 

Our thanks to Pres. Woodelton for his fine sug
gestions for the meeting; to the committee, con
sisting of Frances Green, Jim Green, and John 
Vondell; and to the many others who so willingly 
assisted in making this one of the best Annual Meet
ings to date. 

VERA A. PERKINS, Chairman. 

Address given by Clarence P. Cowles at the unveiling 
of the James P. Taylor Memorial Tablet 

THE JAMES P. TAYLOR MEMORIAL 
Sherburne Pass, Vermont 

On May 31st, 1952, at the Annual Meeting of the 
Green Mountain Club, held at the Long Trail Lodge 
of the Club, on U. S. Route 4, in Sherburne Pass, 
Vermont, was unveiled a bronze tablet in memory of 
James P. Taylor, founder of the Club. The tablet 
bears the inscription: 

JAMES P. TAYLOR 
1872-1949 

FOUNDER OF THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
" ... to make the Vermont moun

tains play a larger part in the life of the 
people." 

FATHER OF THE "LONG TRAIL" 
A Footpath 

in the Wilderness 
Placed by the Green Mountain Club 

The tablet is placed high on the face of a ledge, 
a part of the basic foundation of the Green Moun
tains, on Deer Leap Mountain, facing south, op
posite the crest of Sherburne Pass, about 75 feet 
above and about 15 rods north of U.S. Route 4, the 
main highway leading from Rutland to White River 
Junction. 

The ledge on which the tablet is placed has a 
plane, vertical face about 15 feet high and 25 feet 
wide, running east and west, directly facing and 
visible from the highway. 

The ledge is recessed slightly in the mountain side. 
It is flanked with great fern bedecked boulders, its 
top veiled with young spruce and hemlocks, and 
with birch and maple saplings on the slope down to 
the roadside. 
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At the foot of the cliff flourishes a clump of hobble
bush, with its white bloom in spring-time and its 
red fruit during summer-time; also painted trillium 
and clintonia flourish amidst wood spinulose ferns
all seem planted there by Dame Nature, her floral 
tribute to the memory of a favorite lover. 

Looking southward from the cliff is a charmir;.g 
view along the westerly flank of the Green Mountam 
range, the easterly side of the picture being framed 
with Pico's symmetrical cone. 

In such a spot Jim Taylor would have loved to sit 
and play his flute, like Pan in Arcadia, with a few 
listening friends below. It is an enchanting sylvan 
dell. To all mountain lovers it will become a shrine 
to the memory of Jim Taylor, founder of the Green 
Mountain Club and father of the Long Trail. 

Quite appropriately the ch.osen spot is <;>n the ~ong 
Trail of the Green Mountams. Also quite fittmgly 
the tablet is in Sherburne Pass where the Ap
palachian Trail coming from Maine's Katahdin on 
its 2200 mile hike to Georgia's Mt. Oglethorpe con
verges into the Long Trail. The Long Trail was 
concededly the prototype of the Appalachian Trail, 
and Jim Taylor was the inspiring spirit and member 
of the small band who met and projected the Ap
palachian Trail. If Jim Taylor was father of ~he 
Long Trail he was grandfather of the Appalachian 
Trail. 

The Taylor Memorial will be noted as a point ~f 
special interest in the guide books of the Long Trail 
and the Appalachian Trail, and a pointer on the 
guidepost standing at the junction of the two trails 
will direct attention to the Memorial Tablet. 

The ledge on which the Memo~ial Tablet is pla~ed 
is on land of the Green Mountam Club upon which 
the Long Trail Lodge and the Deer Leap Chalet 
are situated. These lands and the Lodge and Chalet 
were giyen to the Green Mountain Club by Ex-Gov. 
Mortimer R. Proctor and his mother. 

The committee of the Green Mountain Club who 
arranged for the Taylor Memorial consisted of 
Ex-Gov. Mortimer R. Proctor, Prof. Roy 0. 
Buchanon and Judge Clarence P. Cowles. 

TRUSTEES RE-ELECT OFFICERS 

At the annual meeting of the trustees May 31st 
the following officers were re-elected; Roy B. 
Woodelton, Brooklyn, N. Y., president; Prof. John 
B. Vandell, Amherst, Mass., vice president; Earl 
Boyce Proctor, Vt., treasurer; Miss Lula M. Tye, 
Rutla~d, Vt., corresponding secretary; Craigue S. 
Perkins, Rutland, Vt., clerk. 

THE LONG TRAIL PATROL 

We have no official report from The Long Trail 
Patrol but from our own observation we can say 
the boys are doing a fine job again, under the super
vision of Roy Buchanan. Up in the Jay Peak area 
the trails are cleared wide as wagon roads in places. 
The North Jay slope can not be included in this 
generous description. It would take more than trail 
clearing to make that rocky slope even remotely 
resemble a wagon road. 

INTERSECTIONAL PLANS 
The plans for the 1952 G.M.C. In~ersectional 

outing to be held at the Webster Marker m Stratton, 
Vermont on Saturday and Sunday, August 23rd and 
24th have been completed. 

The camp site is about half way between the 
Webster shelter and the Grout job and should be 
approached from the east via West Wardsboro . 
There will be plenty of space for tents. All are re
quested to furnish their own. 

A camp-fire and general get-together are planned 
for Saturday night with coffee furnished by the 
G.M.C. Sunday most of the time will be devoted _to 
hiking. Hikes are scheduled to Stratton Mount~m, 
five miles round trip; Stratton Pond, seven miles 
round trip; or a circle of both the mountain and pond, 
nine miles. 

CHURCHILL ScoTT, Chairman 

Unbelievable 
When you are enjoying yourself at the Intersec

tional in the company of perhaps less than a hundred 
fellow hikers it may be hard to believe that in 1840 I' 
at this camp s.ite 15,000 people gathered. for a meet-\ 
ing. The meetmg was addressed by Daniel Webster. 
A bronze tablet on a granite monument now marks 
the spot where this event took place. 

The Stratton Mountain area is one of the most 
delightful areas on the Trail. From the fire warden's 
steel tower views of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
and New York, as well as most of southern Vermont 
may be seen. The climb up the mountain is steady 
but not very steep and the reward is well worth the 
climb. 

Stratton Pond is one of those places where a hiker 
would like to stay for a week or more. The Willis 
Ross Camp is very inviting and would make your 
stay quite comfortable. Or if you like to sleep out 
under the stars, there are some nice soft, level spots 
under tall trees where you can hear the lapping 
water of the pond. Does any one know why these 
beautiful bodies of water in Vermont are called 
"ponds" instead of "Lakes"? 

STERLING SECTION NEWS 
On April 27th members of the Sterling Section 

went to French Camp and did a good clearing job 
which took all day. We also rebuilt the bunks a 
little and creosoted the bottom of the camp. Two 
hedgehogs were found and disposed of. 

The turnout was 12 members and friends who will 
become members. 

FRED H. MOULD 

PRAISE FOR VERMONT'S LONG TRAIL 
George F. Miller, a 72 year old retired teacher from 

Washington, D. C. rested for a few days at The 
Long Trail Lodge before completing his Georgia to 
Maine hike over the Appalachian trail. He said that 
the Vermont Long Trail was the best of any section 
that he has walked so far. Of course we always 
thought The Long Trail rated among the best but 
it is nice to hear praise from an outsider. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION REPORTS 
THE 

JAY PEAK EXPEDITION 

Well it all started last Fall after we hiked the 
entire Killington Section of The Long Trail in a 
series of three hikes. Somebody said, "Wouldn't it be 
nice if we could do some other part of the Trail the 
same way?" So when the new schedule was drawn 
up for this year the three day July Fourth week-end 
looked like the best time to do the most distant part 
of the Trail in the Jay Peak area. 

After several conferences a general plan was 
worked out. We decided to camp near Jay Peak 
Approach Trail and cover the Trail between Canada 
and Hazen's Notch in three one day trips. Our cars 
were used as taxis to carry drivers and hikers to the 
start of the days hike, and then to bring them back 
after they had reached the next accessible point on 
the Trail. It was all very complicated but we lost 
neither cars nor drivers; somewhat to our surpri~e. 

Twelve members made the trip to the camp site 
and seven completed the Trail from Canada . to 
Hazen's Notch while the others enjoyed campmg 
out and aided the hikers when they returned weary 
and hungry. Those making the trip were Lucy 
Bishop, Hilma Erickson, R<:Y. Catozzi, Pearle 
Nichols, Eleanor Walker, Wilham Allard, Vera 
Perkins, Maxine and Carl Newhall, Mary and 
Craigue Perkins, and Fred Field. 

After several days of beautiful weather we fea~ed 
rain for the week-end, and sure enough, on the dnve 
up we passed through several shower~. In the absence 
of Mr. Kirk, Billy Allard was put m charge of the 
weather. He soon got things under control and we 
didn't have a drop of rain the rest of the trip. In 
fact he over did it to the point where we didn't even 
have a dew either morning we were in camp. 

The camping spot chosen was a clearing on an 
old road running from Jay toward J ay Pe~k. We 
had hoped to be able to drive ~urther up_ this road 
but after one car stmck a reef, it was decided to let 
well enough alone. The location proved to be good 
except for the water supply which ~as '.lbout a 
quarter of a mile away. The girls staying 10 ?amp 
spent considerable time canying :"'ater for the hikers. 
We arrived about one P.M. and tn an hour or so the 
mountain tents were up, a level spot had been found 
for the Pullmans, and Fred's Statlerized Buick had 
been unfurled. 

The rest of the afternoon and evening was spent 
doing our first segment of the Trail from the approach. 
to Journey's End Camp to the Jay-West Jay road. 
We lost an hour trying to dnve further up the 
approach road than the Guide Book suggested. 
Don't do it. 

When we reached Journey's End Camp we fo~nd 
that The Long Trail Patrol had been through JUSt 
a few days before and left Trail and Camp in the 
best possible condition. The Trail up to the Inter
national Boundary was steep and the day was hot, 
but some of us had to make it an international hike 
by walking around the monument marking the 
border. From here we climbed over a sizable 

mountain and reached the Jay-West Jay road and 
our cars. This road is very sightly and has a good 
surface as far as the height of land from the east. 
Back to camp to supper and to bed. 

Saturday was our big day. First we went up the 
abandoned Jay-Montgomery road to Jay Camp _on 
the Trail. The first mile of this road was good walkmg 
beside a large brook. The second mile, the road and 
the brook sort of combined, but still it didn't look 
so very bad because it was covered completely with 
a fine crop of nettles. 

Jay Camp was found in poor repair. Porkies have 
badly chewed the floor and bunks. Roof looked 
pretty good. Usable but poor. 

From Jay Camp we travelled northward to the 
same road reached the previous day from the 
opposite direction . Our £rst objective was Jay Peak. 
A steady steep climb brought us out 0~1 the b_are 
rocky summit where we relaxed and took m t~e view 
of numberless mountains, lakes, farms and villages. 
Too soon we had to push on down the north side of 
the Peak to Laura Woodward Shelter. This was 
found in good condition except for one bunk needing 
repairs. Much of the Trail this day was through 
thick growth of ferns, making it perhaps the greenest 
part of the Green Mountains. 

The Trail down the side of North Jay Peak was 
steep and rocky but here we came upon the high 
water mark of the Patrol and found the Trail mowed 
all the rest of the way out. Two or three h~1mps lat?r 
we arrived at Shooting Star Shelter which. was. m 
perfect condition. Some of us. had thought this po111t 
to be the end of ihe day's hike, but no, there were 
still two miles to go over another ridge. We all made 
it but eleven miles is enough even without a pack. 

Sunday morning we felt less .lame ~ban on ?atur
day. We were getting broken m rapidly. This day 
we went again to Jay Camp and then turned south 
toward Hazen's Notch. Over Double Top, Domey's 
Dome, and Old Splatterfoot we followe~ the skyline 
for miles without water along the Trail. Not even 
a soda fountain. Finally, in desperation the firm of 
Allard, Newhall and Catozzi converted a swampy 
spot into an acceptable "spring.''. It took them a~:)Out 
an hour but it sure was appreciated by the thirsty 
hikers. Then to everyone's disgust, six small streams 
were crossed in the next half mile of Trail. 

After going over the shoulder of Sugarloaf we 
slid down the long steep slope to Hazen's Notch 
Camp which was found in good COJ?.ditioo. The 
climb from the Camp bacl<: up to the he1ghth of land 
in the Notch was most discouraging after so much 
down grade. The high cliff on the north side of the 
road had recently let fall a huge block of rock which 
had landed close beside the road. 

About seven o'clock the last car arrived to pick 
us up and the party disbanded. It was a fine outing 
and perhaps we can do another stretch of the Trail 
in that area next year. 

WORCESTER SECTION 
From the bulletin sent in by the Worcester 

Section we gather that they are having a full summer 
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schedule. July 4-5-6 saw them on a Gypsy Tour to 
Passaconaway region, N. H. On July 13 they held 
a local outing at their G.M.C. Camp. On July 27th 
the schedule calls for a trip t o Crane's Beach, 
Ipswich, Mass. 

(From SMOKE & BLAZES) 

THE 1948 WATER POLLUTION 
CONTROL ACT 

The first Federal Law relating to water pollution 
was passed by Cong1:ess i.u 1886. It prohibited the 
dumping of refuse in New York Harbor. During the 
next fifty years several additional laws were passed 
but they dealt only with those forms of pollution 
which might affect navigation. 

We have now come to realize the value of clean 
rivers and lakes in connection with recreation, fish 
and wild life, drinking water supply, irrigation and 
industrial uses. But getting the necessary legislation 
through Congress is a very difficult matter. 

In 1944 the Surgeon General was empowered to 
investigate methods of purification. In 1946 the Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and the Bureau of Mines were 
given authority to study the results of pollution. 
These agencies reported that an investigation should 
be made. They had no authority to act. 

The 1948 Act has been widely advertised as a big 
step toward the solution of the problem. The 
Surg~on General is directed to draw up a compre
hensive program for the control of pollution in the 
interstate waters only. He is directed to give out 
information, make available the results of research, 
and to encourage cooperation between the states. Up 
to June 1951 there had been no approval given by 
Congress to any such interstate compacts. 

The procedure for taking legal action under the 
law is very complicated. If pollution enters a stream 
and endangers the health or welfare of people in any 
other state, a public nuisance is said to exist. If the 
Surgeon General notices it he informs the offending 
state. He may even make recommendations. If no 
action which might improve conditions has been 
started within a certain time, the Surgeon General 
calls this to the attention of the offending state and 
he may threaten to bring suit. 

If nothing is done the Federal Security Adminis
tration may hold a hearing on the case before a 
special board which may recommend that certain 
action be taken by the state. If after a reasonable 
time no action is taken, the Administration may, with 
the consent of the water pollution control agency of 
the offending state, request the Attorney General to 
start suit. 

If such suit ever gets through the courts and 
pollution is found to exist, the judgement must take 
into consideration the "economic feasibility" of 
correcting conditions. In other words the public 
must pay for proving to the offender that he will 
make money by correcting the condition or nothing 
need be done about it. 

The bill also authorizes the appropriation of about 
$100,000,000 to be loaned to the states and cities to 
help them build treatment plants. Up to June 1951 
no money had been actually appropriated. 

Some survey work has been done under the 
provisions of this act. There are about two hundred 
sixt·y watersheds in the country, only about half of 
which can be reached by laws like the 1948 Act. 
There have been set up but few interstate compacts 
that provide any real control of pollution. 

Of the estimated twenty thousand sources of 
pollution about half are municipalities and about 
half are industrial. Many of these need to use the 
water from the lakes or streams on which they are 
located and are in favor of controlling the pollution 
of others but will never stop their own pollution until 
compelled to by law. 

It will take a much more compelling law than the 
badly misnamed Water Pollution Control Act of 
1948. 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 
Fourteen members from the New York Section 

made the trip to Vermont for the Annual Meeting 
this year. We all had fun, found the meeting interest
ing and enjoyed visiting with members of other 
sections. If we weren't so far away, we know that 
our attendance would be greater, for those who do 
go always bring back good reports and anticipate 
going again. 

A look at our new bulletin, just out, discloses that 
Camp Thendara will be open during the summer and 
many members and guests will spend pleasant hours 
there canoeing, swimming, hiking or just plain 
loafing. 

On the Labor Day week-end the annual Long 
Trail trip will be held, with overnight stops at 
Montclair Glen and Gorham Lodges on our section 
of the Trail. 

The September 20-21 week-end lists a most 
interesting trip to Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, 
Kempton, Pennsylvania. There members will watch 
migrating hawks from the "lookout." 

The following week-end there is to be a canoe 
cruise on Toms River, New Jersey. 

The Columbus Day week-end schedules a trip to 
the Catskills to view the autumn foliage. 

Other trips and hikes are sandwiched in between 
these highlights, so that there are activities to fit 
all tastes. 

Our bulletin shows that we have just admitted 
ten new members and that we have thirty-three 
names on our guest card list. Many of these guest 
card holders will become members after fulfilling 
our regular membership requirements. 

Kind greetings to all from our delightful vacation 
spot in northern Ontario. 

LILLIAN P. LODGE 

A little south of Governor Clement Shelter, 
Craigue Perkins, Maxine and Carl ewhall saw a 
bear a week ago. Then a few days later at the foot of 
Blue Ridge mountain, about a half mile north of 
his camp in Mendon, Craigue saw another bear. It 
is somewhat unusual to see a bear while hiking in the 
woods so these two occwTences were hailed with 
excitement. 
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A MOUNTAIN TOP WONDER 

This article is written for all mountain lovers 
who for one reason or another can not climb to the 
top of mountains but enjoy the experience of being 
'on top'. Often with a party of mountain hikers 
there are some folks who can not make the climb 
but make the trip as far as the foot of the mountain. 
This story is for them. 

There is a spot in Vermont where the beauties of 
nature compete for first honors with the beauties 
of man's engineering know-how. At the top of Mt. 
Equinox in Manchester, Vermont, reached by car 
over a six mile scenic road is the "wonder spot" 
Sky Line Inn. This Inn is an architectural model for 
plastic materials. Where ever plastics could be used 
they were used. 

Dr.]. G. Davidson, is responsible for this addition 
of beauty to an already beautiful mountain view. 
He has lived in California for many years and in 
other places but found something appealing about 
Vermont, its hills and valleys and its people. In 
1939 Dr. Davidson bought a large tract of land on 
Mt. Equinox and later built a home in the gap 
known as Southeast Corners, at an elevation of 
2,016 feet. He was obliged to improve the oldwagon 
road in order to bring in materials for his house. 
After he was settled here he often took a hike from 
his home in the gap up the rest of the mountain, 
1800 feet, to the top of the mountain. One day he 
decided that a toll road could be built so that others, 
as well as himself, could enjoy the views from the 
summit. More land was acquired and in 1947 the 
road was finished from Route 7 to the very top of 
Big Equinox 3,816 feet above sea level. 

Even if there was no beautiful Sky Line Inn atop 
Equinox, the six mile ride up the toll road would 
be well worth while. The road is never less than 24 
feet wide and, in many places, is much wider. There 
are several parking places along the way where 
marvelous views may be enjoyed. 

The Toll House at the entrance of the Sky Line 
Drive is a log cabin building with public rest rooms. 
Tollkeepers are on duty to give information and 
sell you your ticket for the drive, which is $3.00 per 
car. You may have as many passengers in your car 
as you wish. 

From the Toll House to the summit the road 
climbs approximately 3,200 feet in a distance of 
about 67':2 miles. This is a greater climb from en
trance to summit than is made by any other toll 
road save one east of the Mississippi. 

At the summit three fireplaces are available for 
picnicers. There are also tables and benches and a 
fountain where clear, cool spring water may be 
obtained. Though there are no constant springs at 
or near the top, water is pumped from a never failing 
spring on the west side of the mountain through a 
pipe more than a mile long which rises vertically 
more than two thousand feet. The stream from this 
spring later on disappears into a cavern, the exit 
of which has never been discovered. 

If patronage warrants it, Sky Line Inn will be 
developed into a 40 room structure. Approximately 

25% of the building has been completed in which the 
dining room is housed along with a beautiful lounge, 
cocktail room and a few guest rooms. Hotel service 
is maintained during the summer. 

The hearths before the fireplaces in the dining
room and lounge are of-special interest. Many years 
ago it was a popular pastime to climb the mountain 
and carve one's name or initials in the soft rock that 
forms the summit. Many of the more legible carvings 
were cut out of the solid rock and used to build the 
hearths. The earliest inscription is dated 1776. The \ 
next one was carved in 1815 by L. Brown. Most of J 
the family names on the hearths are still well-known / 
in the Vermont Valley. 

If you are on Route US 7 going through Man
chester, Vermont it will pay to take time out to 
turn off on to the Mt. Equinox road and drive to the 
top to see Vermont's newest Mountain Top Wonder. 

There is a good trail up the east side of the moun
tain so the hikers of your party could use it and 
meet the riders on the top of the mountain. Lunch 
may be eaten from your pack baskets at picnic 
tables provided by the management. There is no 
charge for this service. 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 
Vandalism along The Long Trail and in the Green 

Mountain Shelters has always been prevalent but 
not to the extent that occurs in other parts of the 
country. 

An article in the July issue of "Nature" magazine 
gives a long sad list of places of beauty and historic 
interest that have been destroyed for little or no 
good reason. Most of the reasons are inexcusable. 
Treasure hunters, collectors of pseudo-scientific 
intent, and ignorant and irresponsible persons are 
the offenders. 

At Bear Mountain a well dressed lady who had 
been chauffeured to the park in a limousine was seen 
carrying off an armful of carefully labelled, hardy 
orchids. She smiled at the director of the Nature 
trails and said, "I hope you don't mind my taking 
these few wild flowers." Needless to say she was 
severely fined but this did not replace the orchids. 

OtJ-r National Parks and Monuments are con
stantly being vandalized in spite of precautions that 
are taken. Rangers and other personnel in our public 
domains stoically sweep cans and papers from the 
woods, take rocks and bottles from pools and repair 
broken windows and signs. 

Education is the one thing that could put an end 
to this smear on the national record. Our families, 
our schools, and our civic organizations must work 
together on this problem so that this goal will some 
day be accomplished. 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION NEWS 

We have received cards from the Brattleboro 
G.M.C. outing committee telling of their plans for 
scheduled hikes. On June 15th they hiked into 
Little Rock Pond for a picnic supper. 

On July 20th there was a hike and a ride up 
Ascutney Mountain. 



The Long Trail News 

BIRDS ON THE LONG TRAIL 
by 

HELEN S. W OODELTON 

To quote Maurice B. Broun, whom many of us 
know either for his nature work at the Long Trail 
Lodge or in his present post as Curator of Hawk 
Mountain Sanctuary, "an alert observer who knows 
birds should find a hundred species during any two 
weeks of May to September on the Long Trail.'' The 
long north-south axis of our trail, the extremes of 
altitude, the varied terrain and different forest cover 
all combine to make such a long list possible. So put 
Peterson's Guide into a side pocket, binoculars 
around your neck, be alert and then allow time 
enough. One cannot be sure of every bird without 
stopping to follow up a puzzling call and really seeing 
the necessary field marks. Time out may mean fewer 
birds but will mean much more enjoyment on the trail. 

There will of course be many familiar birds in the 
southern part and lower levels and near farming 
country. When the trail ascends through deserted 
pastures listen for the high sweet notes of the White
throated Sparrow. Higher up watch for the Junco 
with his nest on the ground under the branches of a 
young evergreen. From the wilderness will come the 
incomparable evening hymn of the Hermit Thrush 
and the wild ringing notes of the Winter Wren. Both 
shy singers may be glimpsed, the Thrush quietly 
slipping away, the Wren jerking his saucy tail as 
he darts into a pile of brush. Two less familiar 
thrushes may also be encountered; the Olive
backed in the lower spruce-fir forest, the Gray
cheeked in the higher and more northerly spruce
tamarack areas. 

Those choice warblers seen so well during May 
migration are almost invisible, high among the 
thick leaves. Broun has recorded thirteen warblers 
among fifty species nesting within half a mile of the 
Lodge-such beauties as the Blachburnian, Black
throated Blues and Greens, Canada, Magnolia, 
Mourning and Myrtle. By late August they are 
starting south in little flocks of mixed species and 
ages, so hard to identify in their puzzling fall plum
age. When you hear Chickadees, who move sociably 
along with the Warblers, look each group over to 
see how many can be named. 

Fortunately the Pileated Woodpecker seems to 
be increasing. Those big fresh holes in the trees and 
his call, similar to a giant tree toad's, will alert you 
to black, white and red as he flies over with that 
peculiar opening and closing of the wings. At least 
once a day the hiker may be startled by the loud 
whirr of a Ruffed Grouse as it takes wing. A sharp 
whistle may make the bird alight in a nearby tree 
where it can be observed. 

All the high open spots should provide a soaring 
hawk or two. Seen from above the color on the 
mature Red-shouldered or Red-tailed gives satisfy
ingly sure identification. What a thrill whenever a 
Bald Eagle is seen! If he chances to meet a Fish 
Hawk and badgers him into dropping his dinner for 
the eagle to snatch, their size and markings can be 
compared so the Osprey will not again be taken for 

his larger cousin. All three Accipiter hawks occur 
along the Trail-Sharp-shinned, Coopers and their 
northern relative, the Goshawk. And let us not forget 
the owls. Barred and the Great-Horned should 
both be heard at night, the first more frequently. 

Reaching the northern part of the Trail, there is a 
rare chance of seeing Crossbills, either American or 
White-winged in the evergreen forest. Other summer 
residents of the coniferous forest should be seen or 
heard each in its preferred locality-both Kinglets, 
the Brown Creeper, Red-breasted Nuthatch and 
many more. Birding on the Long Trail will make 
your trip far richer in memories and should add new 
names to your "life list." So why not increase your 
knowledge and pleasure while hiking? 

NATIONAL FOREST VACATIONS 

Opportunities for outdoor recreation offered by 
the national forests cover the entire field of the coun
try's forest sports and diversions. For extent, variety, 
and interest they are probably unequaled anywhere 
in the world. These opportunities are inexpensive, 
informal, and open to everyone. 

There are 152 national forests distributed in 40 
of the 48 states, Alaska, and Puerto Rico. One of 
these and often several, can be reached from prac
tically any locality in the Nation within a few hours, 
or at most, a day's driving time. 

For those who yearn for solitude and a real 
"roughing it" outing the wilderness areas of the 
national forests are made to order. There are 76 of 
these areas set aside, almost completely undeveloped, 
free of nearly all artificial influence, and accessible 
only by trail or water. 

The American Forestry Association, Washington, 
D. C., sponsors "trail riding" trips through a number 
of the most outstanding national forest wilderness 
areas each year. Prices for these trips (about 10 to 15 
days duration) range from $150. to $250. per person 
all expenses included. 

No matter what type of vacation land you are 
looking for you will find it somewhere in our national 
forest system. With more than 70,000 miles of streams 
and thousand of lakes and ponds, swimming and 
boating take a prominent place in the picture. 

Except in certain designated Federal wildlife 
refuges, State game laws apply to hunting and 
fishing in the national forests just as they do on 
surrounding lands. 

Of all outdoor sports mountain climbing is perhaps 
the most vigorous, fascinating, and sometimes the 
most dangerous. Many of the highest peaks in Amer
ica are those in the national forests. A few of them are 
difficult enough to defy the attempts of even the 
most expert climbers. 

If you are interested in knowing more about our 
national forests, there is a 60 page book "National 
Forest Vacations" that may be purchased for twenty
five cents from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C. The book includes many beautiful pictures, 
general information and a national-forest guide listing 
and describing all the areas according to States. 


