
~be Jlong ~rail _mews 
PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BY THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 

Entered as second-class matter March II, 1929, at the post-office at Rutland, Vt., under the Act of March 3, 1879 

VoL. XI RUTLAND, VT., AUGUST, 1951 No. 3 

EDITORIAL 
At the Annual Meeting in June the Acting Editor 

was promoted to Editor and his salary doubled. 
However, he will continue to act, and will probably 
act about the same. His address is still 176 Loomis 
St., Burlington, Vt., and he still welcomes contribu
tions for the columns of the LONG TRAIL NEWS. 

OFFICERS 
Occasionally we hear complaints that we never 

publish the names and addresses of the club of
ficers. Here are some of them. 
President Roy B. WooDELTON 

454 7th St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Treasurer (in case you want to send in a contribution) 

EARL A. BoYcE Proctor, Vt. 
Corres. Secretary Miss LULA M. TYE 

63 Center St., Rutland, Vt. 

1951 INTERSECTIONAL 
ALMOST TOO LATE FOR THIS ISSUE 

The following letter from Walter C. Scott, Presi
dent of the Killington Section, has just reached our 
cluttered desk. Read it at once, maybe twice. "Here 
are just a few short items about the Intersectional 
Outing to be held at Craigue Perkins' camp, August 
25-26. Plans are all drawn up for an enjoyable week
end. Mr. Perkins has said they'll be at camp August 
24, for any early comers. The committee chairmen 
are all appointed and two new hikes have been added 
this year,-White Rocks picnic area and Bird 
Mountain. Mr. Jim Green has given us his services 
for the camp fire Saturday night and I'm sure we 
can look forward to an enjoyable evening. Please 
tell the folks to come early and stay late, and we'll 
look for a record number of G.M.C'ers." 

We hope that this issue of the NEWS will reach 
our members before August 25, in spite of vacations 
and other delays. If it doesn't, we hope you will have 
heard about the Intersectional from some other 
source, and will go. Those who went last year had a 
wonderful time and this year it should be even better. 

The club owes Craigue and Mrs. Perkins a jump
ing vote of thanks for the use of their camp for these 
outings. H'ray for them! 

Gfyt:C ANNUAL MEETING 
Mr. Roy B. Woodelton of New York City was 

elected president of the Green Mountain Club at 
the annual meeting held June 2nd at the Long Trail 
Lodge. Other officers elected were John H. Vondell 
of Amherst, Mass., vice president; Earl A. Boyce of 

Proctor, Vt., treasurer; and W. M. Mitchell of 
Worcester, Mass., auditor. 

Craigue S. Perkins was re-elected clerk and Miss 
Lula M. Tye of Rutland was re-elected correspond
ing secretary. 

Reporting for the Publicity Committee, Prof. 
V ondell described the new slide collection and 
pointed out the need for black and white photos 
taken along the trail. 

Prof. Buchanan reported for the· Trails and 
Shelters Committee. Most of the storm damage was 
thought to be on the central part of the trail. 

Prof. Voter reported that the committee to locate 
a suitable mountain to be named Frost Peak, for the 
poet Robert Frost, was still working on the project. 
(Not long ago the editor had a letter from one of the 
club's. most distinguished members, Sen. Ralph 
Flanders, suggesting that this mountain be found 
and named, so it is evident that it is a matter that 
interests busy men in high places.) 

The new By-Laws, as printed in the May issue 
of the NEWS (hope you haven't lost it) were adopted 
with only two changes. Art. V, Section 6 was 
eliminated, and Art VII, Section 4, was amended 
to read ". . . 35c . . . " instead of " . . . 50c . . . ". A 
motion to eliminate Art. V, Section 7 was defeated. 

About sixty members attended the meeting. 
In the evening slides depicting the history of Ver

mont were shown by Mrs. Mortimer Proctor. 
Following the showing of the slides a square dance 

was held. The calls were given by Ernest Anderson 
of the New York section. 

Some of the out of state members stayed at the 
. Lodge while others camped at Tucker. 

New York, Worcester, Burlington, and Killington 
Section members hiked to Spring Lake Sunday 
morning to see our new Spring Lake Camp. The day 
was cloudy but that didn't dampen the spirits of 
the crowd. There was much jocular talk about 
scraping feet before entering the new camp. Excuses 
were made for not having the landscaping completed. 
No rose bushes etc. 

NEW CAMP FIRE LAW 
by 

WILBUR E. BRADDER 
Asst. State For ester 

A new law dealing with forest fire control which 
affects all hikers, was passed a few months ago by 
the state legislature. 

The two sections of the law which most concern 
us are as follows: 

Fires in woods; penalty: A person who builds a 
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fire in or adjoining any woods shall totally Pxtinguish 
such fire before leaving it. A person who violates a 
provision of this section shall be imprisoned not 
more than thirty days or fined not more than $50 or 
both. 

Setting fires; A person who enters upon lands of 
another and sets a fire that causes damage may be 
imprisoned not more than 60 days nor less than 30 
days or fined not more than $100 nor less than $10. 

This law as we see it in the forestry service is 
based on our democratic way of life; that is, to own 
a home and land with the right to protect it against 
aggression. 

We in the G . .M.C. have shelters in which to build 
our cook fires; and they are t he safest and most 
logical places. Therefore this law shouldn't incon
venience any of us, taking for granted t hat we are 
able to hike from one shelter to the next without 
another hot meal on the way. 

Use your head and play safe. 

THE LONG TRAIL LODGE 
The following is from the April and May jssues of 

"Smoke and Blazes," published by t he Killington 
ection. It represents the feeling of the writer, who 

did not see fit to sign it, and not necessarily that of 
the Trustees of t he Green Mt. Club or the editor of 
the LoNG TRAIL NEws. 

"Who owns the Long Trail Lodge?" 
We do, believe it or not! Mortimer R. Proctor and 

Mrs. Fletcher D. Proctor provided the fonds to 
build and fomish t he original Lodge as a home for 
The Green Mountain Club. Paul W. Thayer was the 
architect and Cbai·l.es P . Coopei;, Willis M. Ross and 
Wallace NL Fay were the Building Committee. It 
was formally opened on December l, l.923. 

"Isn't it a hotel?" 
Yes, it is a hotel. It soon became evident that the 

operating expense of the Lodge as a Club hou~e was 
much too great for the Club to carry alone so 1t was 
decided to take "paying guests." The setup for 
serving meals proved to be unsuitable so the Club 
borrowed about $12,000 and built the dining room 
addition. After several years of operation under a 
Committee of the Club no profit had been made and 
several deficits had been made up by borrowing 
more money from Mr. Proctor. 

In 1935 the management of the Lodge was placed 
in the hands of professional 11otel people. In that 
year Grover Wright, the present manager, came to 
the Lodge. During the next three years business was 
reported to be very good but the profits were con
tinually put into new construction at the Lodge. 
About this time the Pico Ski Area was developed 
and a serious attempt to get winter business for the 
Lodge was made. It was soon found that the Lodge 
couldn't be satisfactorily heated in winter, so the 
Club was induced to borrow about $12,000 more 
and The Annex or "Chalet" was built. The previous 
year the Trustees had voted to pay $1,000 per year 
on the old debt but the prospect of bigger and better 
profits couldn't be resisted. The next year a new 
building program was proposed but the Trustees 
said, 11 To" and made it stick. Since then all new 
construction has been paid for by the people leasing 
the Lodge. 

"To whom is the Lodge leased?" 

To Mr. L. G. Treadway. Grover Wright manages 
the Lodge for Mr. Treadway. 

"What income do we get from the Lodge?" 
That will vary from year to year depending on 

the amount of business done. From about 1935 to 
1944 the leases on the Lodge were very complicated 
affairs. It was almost impossible to tell whether we 
came out ahead or behind in any year. In 1944 after 
much discussion it was pretty well agreed that the 
Club would be better off if the income were more 
certain and we took less of the chances inherent in 
the resort hotel business. A five year lease along 
these lines was drawn up. However when this lease 
expired it was not renewed. After more than a year's 
delay the present five year lease was granted, giving 
Mr. Treadway additional privileges, lowering the 
guaranteed rental by a third, and reintroducing the 
idea of the Club's accepting part of the risk of doing 
business. If all goes well we should receive a mini
mum of $2200 a year for the next four years. 

"Do we have that money to spend on trails and 
shelters?'' 

No. All income from the Lodge goes to reduce the 
Club's indebtedness, and not to pay our operating 
expenses. Since 1944 more than half the money re
ceived from the Lodge lease has gone to pay just 
the interest on our debt. The debt still stands at 
almost $17,000. It is only common sense to pay off 
this indebtedness as soon as possible. 

"How long will that take?" 
Who knows? It looks as though it might be done 

in six or seven years if nothing happens. 
"What could happen?" 
On previous occasions when the income from the 

Lodge was temporarily greater than the expense we 
have been induced to make some capital addition 
such as a new building. It could happen again in 
spite of our best efforts. Also, if war or near-war 
conditions make the operation of the Lodge im
possible or unprofitable would Mr. Treadway con
tinue to pay the rental money and also keep up the 
property as required in the lease? Certainly when 
the lease runs out in 1954 we would have to make 
further concessions, under war time conditions, in 
order to keep the property rented. And we must 
keep it rented, because it would cost us about $2500 
for insurance, taxes, and caretaker, to say nothing 
of upkeep, just to own the place, if we didn't rent it. 
We couldn't pay that so we would either have to 
sell it at the best price we could get under the cir
cumstances, or ride further back on the treadmill of 
debt by further borrowing. 

"But suppose nothing like that happened and we 
did finally pay off the debt, what then?" 

We would still be in the Hotel business with all 
the worries and uncertainties. The Green Mountain 
Club was not organized to operate hotels but to 
maintain the Long Trail and its shelters. If it is 
desired that the Club should have a reliable source 
of income, we should invest our capital in United 
States Bonds, and stop gambling in the Hotel 
business. 

"How could we do that?" 
From among those who believe the Long Trail 

Lodge is a good investment, it should not be difficult 
to set up a group of acceptable people to own and 
operate the property. We could turn over to them 
our title and in return they could set up a trust 
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fund to be invested in Government bonds the in
come from which, but not the principal, would be 
available for Club use. 

"Well, why don't we do that?" 
Well, why don't we? 

VERMONT VACATION GUIDE 
Vermont's vacation attractions and facilities are 

completely and graphically described in a new, re
vised, 1951 edition of the Vermont Vacation Guide. 

Designed to acquaint the prospective vacationer 
with the year-around vacation possibilities of the 
Green Mountain State, the early chapters of the 
book are devoted to Vermont lakes, rivers, moun
tains, recreation, hunting, fishing and summer and 
winter sports. Chapters on summer schools and 
childr n's camps have been added in this year's new 
edition. r ext follows a chapter on each of the 
fourteen counties in Vermont,- geographically ar
ranged for easy reference when touring the state and 
describing in detail the recreational facilities in each 
ounty and the historical backgrottnd of each area. 

Handsomely bound in a heavy four-color cover 
and containing over 250 pages and 600 photographs 
in both color and black and white, the Guide also 
lists more than 300 hotels, resorts, camps, cottages, 
tourist homes, restaurants, exhibits and amusements 
throughout the state. 

Through state and national advertising the Guide 
is being distributed, not only in Vermont, but 
throughout the United States and Canada and to 
foi.;eign countries. Publisher is the Vermont Publica
tions Corporation of Bw·lington. 

The LONG TRAIL NEWS is glad to recommend th 
Vermont Vacation Guide. It is really good! 

NEW YORK WALK BOOK 
RIDSDALE ELLIS 

At long last a new edition of the New York Walk 
Book is available. Work was begun in October 1946, 
four and a half years ago. The first edition appeared 
in 1923 and the second in 1934. Many changes have 
occurred since then. 

Unfortunately, two of the three original authors 
were not available to aid in the production of this 
edition. Raymond Torrey died July 15, 1938, and 
Frank Place retired to Cortland, New York, before 
work had really begun. However, the third and oldest 
of the three authors, Dr. Robert L. Dickinson, was 
still in New York and most anxious to cooperate in 
every way. 

One of the pleasantest parts of the work was 
driving Dr. Dickinson out to a spot we were anxious 
to have sketched and watching him work. At 89 his 
hand was so steady and his touch so sure that he 
made his sketches directly with his fountain pen
no preliminary pencil sketch to be inked in. later. 
When he died on ovember 29, 1950, he had just 
completed the last of his new sketches. 

In view of the vast amount of data to be checked, 
the various sections of the previous edition were 
assigned to some 30 to 40 individual field workers 
for revision. 

The earlier editions were compiled very largely 
from a series of separate articles each of which dealt 
with a specific walk or a particular section. Little 
attention was paid to the order in which the material 

was arranged. To avoid the confusion necessarily 
resulting from jumping this way and that across the 
country, the main text of the third edition has been 
divided into four parts: 

1. Greater New York, Palisades and Long Island. 
2. New York East of the Hudson and Western 

Connecticut. 
3. New York West of the Hudson. 
4. New Jersey. 
Great pains were taken with the maps. In the 

previous editions the scale used was 72" to the mile. 
As this was believed too small for trail maps cover
ing broken country, such as exists near New York, 
the new maps, except for four "access" maps, are 1" 
to the mile. There is a 24" x 16" trail map of the 
Bear Mountain-Harriman Section of the Interstate 
Park in a pocket in the back of the book. This is tinted 
in green (0 to 500 feet elevation), light brown (500 
to 1,000 feet elevation) and darker brown (over 
1,000 feet elevation). 

Last, but not least, the price is only $3.50 post 
free. Order direct from the American Geographical 
Society, Broadway at 156th Street, New York 32, or 
through your local bookstores. 

Editor's Note: Mr. Ellis is chairman of the com
mittee responsible for the new edition of the Walk 
Book, a project involving long and detailed effort. 

(From the July "Smoke and Blazes") 
SPRING LAKE CAMP-JUNE 3, 1951 

by 
RoY BUCHANAN 

This trip was to start from the usual meeting 
place the Meldon School at 9:30 A.M. We north 
country foreigners were still groggy from the stirring 
events of the GMC Annual Meeting so it was no 
wonder that we were staggering, less than half way 
down the mountain at the appointed time. Ap
parently our Rutland hosts expected us to be late, 
or else they are naturally polite, or both, for they 
calmed our agitation with soothing words and urged 
us to leave our low slung Hudson and ride in the 
Perkins car. No doubt they remembered from last 
year how the Hudson blocked the road as it stalled 
on every hill and how it scraped off the middle of 
the road for much of the way. Of course we argued 
against smooching a ride like that but were careful 
not to say enough to lose it. And so we arrived at the 
camp's parking lot without getting lost and with 
most of what we needed back in the car in Rutland. 

There was a good crowd already at the camp when 
we arrived and more tb come who had elected to 
hike and not ride. It was a surprise tci find the camp 
nearly done, even though Smoke & Blazes has told 
how well the building has progressed. However, 
someone should stabilize the points of the compass 
there. The Rutlandites consistently point South-west 
and claim that it is north. 

The Valiquette stove was working well and its heat 
was welcome, though 35 people seem to be too many 
to warm with a 35c stove, even though it is equipped 
with a built in poker. That figlll·es at 1 c per person 
and some of them barelegged at that. 

The coiled pipe anchors that hold the camp on 
an even keel no matter how the winds blow or how 
badly the points of the compass shift, are decidedly 
interesting. I doubt whether the building can fall 
again unless it tears off the whole hill top. 
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This day the clean coffee pot gang was in power 
so that it was a wonder that the coffee boiled at all 
(I'm a dirty pot man myself.) I suppose that the 
cheap stove heat added to that generated in the 
argument between the cold water factions and the 
boiling water advocates was responsible for the 
speedy boiling-and so coffee was served. As usual 
it was wonderful, no matter how it was made. 

As soon as the coffee aroma spread over the land
scape, the hikers (mostly from Worcester) appeared 
over the trail from Buffum. The stove even cooked 
their lunch wrapped in foil and laid on top. That 
stove can do anything! 

The day was cloudy with no very good views but 
after lunch it cleared a little-enough to put north 
back where it belongs, to allow glimpses down 
toward the airport, and to improve the view of 
Spring Lake. After inspecting the wonderful wood 
supply, th,e toilet location and the porky gnawing 
it was time to start for home. 

We came back to Rutland by way of Route 103A, 
with a call on Mr. and Mrs. W. V. Stork at the Trail 
crossing. The Hudson was waiting patiently, drag
ging no closer to the pavement and full of the things 
we had needed. 

And so endeth the trip to Spring Lake. 

FROM THE WORCESTER SECTION 
From the Camp Register at Stratton Pond comes 

the following entry left by Jim Duffy, Ray Urbanek, 
Vic Schuler, John Hynds, Richard Urbanek, and 
Paul Arnone: 

"In our travels along the Long Trail it has oc
curred to us that the authors of the Long Trail 
Guide use a different dictionary when they select 
adjectives for use in the book. Following is a short 
list of our interpretation of Long Trail nomenclature: 

"(1) 'easy grade'-a specially constructed section 
of trail which appears to rise rapidly when walking 
in either direction. 

"(2) 'beautiful hardwood forest'-a place where 
dead birch trees lie across the trail at frequent 
intervals. These trees usually are too low to crawl 
under and too high to climb over. 

"(3) 'shelter in poor condition'-if you have been 
there before you can readily find the ruins of the 
camp and if you look hard you may find a piece of 
the stove. 

"(4) 'good water nearby'-this phrase usually 
means one of two things. In the spring it means that 
high rubber waders are needed around camp; in the 
fall, it means that some stagnant water may pos
sibly be located about 500.yards from camp." 

From the camp regi$ters along the Trail, those 
who follow read with great interest of the weather, 
flora and fauna, menus, and philosophical comments 
of hikers. A register recently filled and removed 
from Willis Ross is probably typical in content of 
those used elsewhere along the way, and a source 
of some interesting comments and observations. Of 
course those responsible for the camp are always 
particulru:ly pleased to read "The camper of the 21st 
left this place in excellent shape after a lot of hard 
work. We are leaving it that way and hope it re
mains so." This is particularly interesting as the 
"camper of the 21st," Norman Burns, had written 
"Found the camp looking like the proverbial out-

house. The stove pipe was gone with the exception 
of a couple of lengths wired to the roof. Spent most 
of the afternoon putting that in working order with 
the aid of a tin can. Found tins of opened and unused 
food on the floor, di.rt-y dishes all over and frozen 
coffee in the pot on the stove, bits of rotten food in 
the bunk." Thank you, Mr. Burns, for being a good 
camper. Sorry we can't say the same to those who 
made your chores necessary. 

Porcupines cause many candid remarks along the 
way. "Eppy left his 35 mm. camera inside its $8.50 
leather case on the outside table, and the porcupine 
just ate up the case and didn't as much as touch the 
camera." Of another porky, a camper wrote
" ... we'll see if he shows up again tonight. If he 
does methinks we'll have roa?t porcupine for Easter 
dinner!" And two who had just come in frorr.i the 
soLith reported "The Hedgehog Rotary Club of 
Caugbnawauga had its annual celebration last night 
forcing us to withdraw in disorder this morning after 
a sleepless night." Less annoying, but almost as 
prevalent, are the mice. One girl wrote, "Don tells 
me I had a little mouse reclining on my shoulder all 
night. Thank God I am a sound sleeper!" 

Entries having to do with birds and flowers some
times give us a fair pictw·e of which may be found 
in one area of Vermont. One early April entry 
mentions "hawk, robin, chickadee, atbird, king 
bird, bluejay, owl. Pru·tridge drumming mating call 
continuously." In July of the same year another re
ported ''Pair of Kingfishers on lake and winter 
wrens, juncos, etc. Saw Blackpoll Warbler and 
American Three-toed Woodpeckers . . . Ruby and 
Golden crowned Kinglets, and . . . a red-breasted 
nuthatch." 

One or two honeymooning couples seem to register 
each year. 

A party who stayed several days wrote "Would 
appreciate company. 1 one in sight at noon.'' Ap
parently they got their wish, for later the same day 
they wrnte of the arrival of a party of 32, and on the 
following day reported five more campers and some 
picknickers. "Just like Coney Island," was their 
comment toward the end of that day. 

An entry we particularly don't like to find, es
pecially since two trail shelters have been destroyed 
by fire in recent years, is the following one indicative 
of one of our worst trail problems, "Yesterday even
ing just after dark we discovered a fire smoldering 
in the woods. . . . It may have been bw·ning for 
some time." Nor do we like to find, in a camp that 
we try to keep in good condition, a comment that 
"much carving of initials and painting of walls was 
freshly done." (Incidentally, the paint used to daub 
"fool's names" on the camp had been left there to 
use renewing blazes, so-if you get lost because the 
blazes aren't fresh, whose fault is it?) 

But the comments indicating a camp found in 
poor condition, or a camp found freshly carved and 
mutilated or with its stovepipe shot full of holes, are 
more than overbalanced by the comments express
ing appr ciation for a comfortable, beautifully 
located camp which is visited by several hundred 
people each year. "I've hiked the White Mts., quite 
a bit but this is our first time on the Long Trail and 
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I've seen enough to knock my eyes out. By far 
better! Shelters and Trails at least." "As usual the 
Sage Hill Boys had a terrific time and want to 
thank the Long Trail . people for making these 
weekly trips possible." "My son and I discovered 
this lovely spot and spent a pleasant night. We are 
greatly indebted to the G.M.C. for their hospitality 
and tntst that we have been good campers." "We 
came, we saw, we reveled." "This is our fourth trip 
on the Long Trail and we have had many fine times 
for which we are grateful to the G.M.C." We ap
preciate your kind words, friends-and to them we 
add our own thanks to the International Paper 
Company and other landowners whose courtesy 
makes it possible for us to cut trails and build shelters 
on their property. 

CLEARING THE LONG TRAIL 
WITH THEN. Y. SECTION 

Ernest Anderson with five others made a trip to 
our section early in June. They found conditions 
really bad. The hurricane of last November had 
caused tremendous destruction on our section of the 
Long Trail. Trees were down everywhere and the 
trail non-existent in places. This crew worked 
steadily and hard for 9 days but ran out of time 
and could not finish the job. In one day alone, they 
cut out 170 trees, averaging 14 trees per worker per 
mile. 

Ernest returned home, got more funds from our 
section, 1·ecruited another worlc crew, and went back 
again on July 8th. T here were five in this crew. 
They put in another 9 days and made good progress. 
The greatest number of trees cut out in one day was 
120 on this trip. 

There is still clearing of low bushes and ferns to 
be done and Huntington Trail is not clear but the 
main work is done. New trail signs have been put up 
and blazing done. This is probably the largest job we 
have ever had to tackle and let us hope hurricanes 
will give us a wide berth from now on. 

Ernest is now officially in the Navy, so he won't 
be able to clear trails for us for a while. Perhaps he 
can rest up a bit in the service! 

METROPOLITAN CANOEWAYS 
DoN E. GATES 

The New York Section is fortunate in the number 
and variety of canoeable waterways within a few 
hours' drive of a big metropolitan center. Lawrence 
Grinnel, in an interesting article, "Canoe Trips 
within 100 Miles of New York," in Appalachia, 1940 
(published by the AMC) estimates 50 rivers with a 
total of 1,800 cauoeable miles, with 400 more in 
canals, partly protected bays, and sounds. Nearly 
every kind of canoeing may be found: thrilling white 
water, twisting wilderness streams, innocuous pas
toral rivers and canals, breezy salt water bays, little 
trickles, or mighty rivers. The many small lakes and 
ponds are all right for local work on a free afternoon 
but a week-end cruise demands the continuity of a 
stream or a large body of water. Long Island Sound 
and the coastal bays are available for ambitious 
salts, but the .inland streams with secluded campsites 
are usually our choice when the New York Section 
takes a week-end cruise. Variety is ever present; even 

the same waterway changes from season to season, 
from year to year. 

White water to rivermen means rapids (locally 
called rifts on the Delaware): running them is the 
goal and delight of the experienced canoeist. Runs 
start in early Spring, when cool flood waters cover 
the rocky course of the headwaters, and work down
stream with the season. A circuit may include the 
Connecticut rivers, tributaries of the Delaware, or 
others flowing from the Catskills. The Delaware, 
run in successive stages downstream, furnishes 
some of our best cruises. The cedar-stained "brown 
waters" of the pine barrens of South Jersey, though 
devoid of rapids, repay with a wilderness charm for 
cruise and camp that is increasingly popular. 

For most of these cruises privately owned canoes 
have been used, and it is necessary to provide and 
transport them. Local boat liveries are rarely avail
able. In any case, they seldom rent for remote or 
rocky courses. We have rented canvas canoes near 
by and carried them atop our cars or in a rented 
truck to the Delaware, but not to the New England 
canoeways. The South Jersey streams are served 
by several liveries, while on the nearby Ramapo 
(good introduction to stream technique) canoes can 
be hired and trucking arranged with the local iceman 
at the village where we usually start. On Delaware 
cruises we hire drivers to shuttle our cars to save 
much needed time. 

Cruisers for the larger or more difficult canoeways 
should be at home on and in the water; for ordinary 
waters they should have a little experience with the 
paddle and know how to swim. A good canoeist can 
handle his nimble craft under all feasible conditions, 
and learns to judge these conditions and possible 
routes. He "lines" through, carries around, or avoids 
dangerous ways; respects heavy winds; inspects un
known hazards first. What is a serious risk in remote 
wilderness, however, may be but routine practice in 
accessible waters. 

Yet somehow the novice, with practice, and liking 
for this delightful approach to outdoors, manages to 
depart from regulations and survive, with increasing 
self-confidence. He stands up in the boat, to survey 
the approaching rapids and pick the entering "vee," 
to climb over the bow and haul over a fallen tree, to 
chop a way clear, to pole upstream. He changes 
places while afloat. He wears heavy clothing to keep 
warm or dry. He paddles in wind or rain, alone or 
heavily loaded, through boat traffic lanes or wilder
ness, and he thrives in the unfolding charm before 
him. 

There is a lure to a canoeway, threading the way 
easily, opening a littoral cross-section of unique flora 
and fauna. The shore is remote, yet ever at hand is 
its damp shade, its sunny glades, its subtle mysteries 
and resources. However rough the terrain, the 
canoeist is in the clear: sun, sky, open space make 
him feel free, light, unencumbered. Outdoors be
comes accessible, and even brief pilgrimage is 
practical as well as enjoyable. 

BURLINGTON SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

(Or Anyone Else Interested) 
July 25, 1951 

REBUILDING TAYLOR LODGE 
Monday, July 23, Roy Buchanan and Don Havens 
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started this project. Since several club members 
have expressed an interest in helping, when possible 
for them to do so, it seemed advisable to let all club 
members know that the construction is under way. 

Roy says anyone who desires to help will find his 
(or her) services most welcome. Roy and Don will 
be there Mondays through Saturdays, but not 
Sundays. 

Let's show them that we are behind them-and 
not too far behind! 

TRAIL CLEARING 

The part of our trail section that received the 
most damage from the hurricane was east and south 
of Clark Mountain. This is in good shape now after 
several have put in considerable work on numerous 
occasions since early spring. I won't attempt to give 
the names ,of those who helped because I might miss 
one and do not want to take that chance. 

There is still work to be done on Mayo and Bolton 
Mountains. Anyone with the urge to do a bit of 
trail clearing could work north from Bolton and 
accomplish a good deal. 

As near as can be learned, our section of the Long 
Trail and the main approach trails are all passable 
and most of them are in very good condition. 

OUTING SCHEDULE THROUGH SEPTEMBER 

July 29-30 Overnight to Butler 
August 12 Beaver Meadow 
August 19 Guests of Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Thomas 

at Spauldings Bay 
August 25-26 Intersectional Hike-Rutland Area 
Sept. 1-3 Mount Chocorura-White Mts. 
Sept. 15-16 Overnight to Glen Ellen Lodge 
Sept. 29-30 Overnight at Gorham Lodge on the 

Hump 

Best wishes for a pleasant summer. 
HAROLD COLLINS 

(Pres., Burlington Section) 

NEW ENGLAND TRAIL CONFERENCE 
ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the New England Trail 
Conference was held on Saturday morning, March 
17, 1951 at the University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst, in conjunction with the 15th annual 
Recreation Conference. Nearly sixty people attended 
the business meeting, with reports presented from 
nineteen trail organizations. 

Although reports indicated that New England 
trails in general were in good condition last fall, the 
heavy rain and windstorm of late November caused 
extensive trail damage in many areas which will re
quire strenuous efforts by spring work crews. Most 
sections of trails had not been surveyed at the time 
of the meeting and no accurate estimate of the 
damage can be given. Blow-downs of up to a quarter
mile in extent and washed-out bridges and trails a;re 
spotty in distribution, with many sections suffering 
little or no damage. It is expected that most trails 
will be cleared and open by early summer. 

At the business meeting of the steering committee 
present officers were re-elected, and plans were 
made for the publication of a new edition of "Hiking 
Trails of New England," as the present supply is 
nearly exhausted. 

A capacity audience attended the afternoon and 
evening programs under the chairmanship of John 
Hitchcock of Worcester. 

"High Peaks of the White Mountains" by Robert 
L. Coffin of Amherst, with Ansco slides. 

"Trail and Camping Equipment" by W. L. Put
nam of Springfield, with items of trail interest from 
bouillon cubes to pitons. 

"A 2000-mile Trip to Alaska" by Tom Kane of 
New York City, with Kodachrome slides illustrating 
a Youth Hostel trip by boat, bicycle, train, and trail. 

"Delayed Action, or How the Other Half Lives," 
a short skit by the Metawampe Club, with par
ticular reference to the GMC, the AMC, the Ran
dolph Mountain Club, and the Metawampe Club. 

"Trips to Katahdin and Mt. Rainier" by David 
Baker of MIT, with Kodachrome slides of the 
winter ascents of Katahdin by the Exeter Mountain 
Club. 

The Chairman of the New England Trail Con
ference is John H. Vondell, 80 Fearing St., Amherst, 
Mass., and the Secretary-Treasurer is Marion E. 
Smith, Fernald Hall, Amherst, Mass. Three Green 
Mt. Club members, R. 0. Buchanan, R. A. Van
Meter and G. S. Wheeler are on the Steering Com
mittee. 

NEW ENGLAND 
APPALACHIAN TRAIL GUIDE 

We have recently seen a notice from Myron 
Avery to the Officers and Managers of the Ap
palachian Trail Conference regarding their forth
coming "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in New 
England." It will be a very complete and detailed 
volume of 456 pages, with six folded maps, bound in 
loose-leaf form to facilitate later additions. They are 
printing an edition of 1,500 copies (just half what 
we are issuing of the new 14th edition of our Long 
Trail Guide Book), and the price is to be $3.00. It 
may be ordered from The Appalachian Trail Con
ference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington 
6, D.C. You'd better get one if you aim to hike any 
of the Appalachian Trail in New England besides 
what the Green Mt. Club maintains (the Long Trail 
from the Mass. line to the Long Trail Lodge, and 
the link from there over to English Mills). 

ADIRONDACK DAMAGE 

Evidently the Big Wind of last November was 
even more destructive in the Adirondacks than in 
the Green Mountains. A report received about July 
1st from L. Morgan Porter, Secretary of the "Ad
irondack 46'ers" (those who admit having climbed 
all 46 of the 4000 ft. peaks in the Adirondacks) lists 
the trails and areas closed to hiking, and it includes 
most of those that one would care to travel. For 
instance, a New York Conservation Department 
bulletin says, "Essex and Franklin Counties: All 
officially marked trails open except,-" and then 
goes on to name about twenty-five trails, which is 
more than we supposed there were altogether. Two 
whole regions in the best part of the mountains, 
amounting to over one hundred square miles, are 
closed entirely, or were a month ago. Maybe it 
would be a good idea to postpone that projected 
Adirondack trip until next year. 


