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SUMMER TRAIL CAMP 

We have received the following announcement of 
the Summer G.M.C. Trail Camp from President God
dard. He says he intends to have it mimeographed for 
the Annual Meeting, but just on the chance that there 
may be some members who do not attend that gather
ing, we will print it in the News too. This will be, we 
hope, the first Annual Trail Camp, for it certainly 
ought to become an annual event. The idea is good, the 
locations pleasant and easy of access, and it comes 
after fly time, so let's have a numerous, enthusiastic 
and energetic rumouc . Here is the announcement as 
prepared by Ted Goddar~ : · 
Ti?nc: August 15th through August 29th. 
Place: Ritterbush Camp-rst week; Lake Pleiad Camp 

-md week. If more people come than these camps 
will hold, other nearby camps or tents will be used. 

Cost: $ r. 50 per day per person. Registration fee, $ 2 .oo 
per person. This will be applied to the food cost if 
you come, otherwise will be kept by the club. 

Transportation: Numerous secondary roads cross the 
trail near each location. Campers are expected to 
get themselves to camp on opening day. However 
arrangements can be made to meet trains or busses 
at nearby points if we are notified a reasonable time 
ahead. 

Work and Play: Work will depend on the number of 
people present. Trail clearing, blaze and sign painting 
and the building ofHazen's Notch Camp are planned. 
In between times there will be trips to Jay Peak and 
other mountains, swimming and loafing. A trail trip 
from Middlebury Gap to the Summer lntersectional 
at Camel's Hump will be in order. 

Clothing and Equipment: What you would wear on a 
regular trail trip, with necessary changes, will be 
satisfactory. You will bring blankets or sleeping bag 
(ground cloth or poncho might come in handy), 
p ~·sonal articles , bathing suit, cup, place, knife, fork 
and spoon, and your favorite trrul tool. We will 
furnish cooking equipment, regular rrail tools, car
pentry tools, paint, tents and heavy equipment. 

Cook: We plan to have a cook, but you can still try 
your hand at making your favorite camp dish. 

Who May Come: Members and non-members both may 
come. Children too, but parents are expected to look 
after their own small fry. The group will be limited 
to not more than twenty-five. It will also help a lot 
if you will let us know at least a week in advance if 
you are coming so that food and other equipment can 
be provided. 

Summer lntersectional: At Couching Lion Farm (the old 
Monroe arm) near Camel's Hump. This will be a 
final ger together for the Snmmer Trail Camp, and 
also chose wl10 can get out only for the day. 

Appticatitms tt11d TnfonJl(ttion: F rom Miss Lula M. Tye, 
Mead Bldg., Rutland, Vt., or Mr. T. N. Goddard, 
Old Bennington, Vt. 

SPRING TRUSTEE'S MEETING 

The regulaP- spring meeting of the Trustees of the 
Green Mountain Club was held in Rutland on April 
seventeenth, following a formal notice sent out by 
Pres. Goddard. In addition to the usual matters normal
ly taken up at this meeting, three specific questions 
submitted by Grover Wright, manager of the Long 
Trail Lodge for the lessee, Mr. Treadway, were con
sidered. These were: 

r . Since the town of Sherburne (in which the Lodge 
is located) has voted "wet" would it be permissible to 
securf" a license and serve all legal beverages at the 
Lodge? The wood storage room under the main dining 
room could be converted to a dining room and cocktail 
lounge for this purpose. 

2. May we tear down the garage which disfigures 
the main entrance and restricts our parking area? 

3. May we take down the employee's dorn:lltory 
building wllich is in poor shape and will soon be in a 
dangerous condition for occupancy? This building has 
been made ov r from a wood-shed to an employee's 
dormitory by building rooms on a separate support 
from the roof section. The original roof supports are 
now giving way. My opinion is that the building is not 
worth the extensive repairs necessary to put it in habit
able shape. 

Pres. Goddard added: "Question ( r) above should 
be considered carefully, not on the basis of personal 



The Long Trail News 

feelings, but on the basis of sound judgment and its 
effect on the Club and Club property. There is some
thing to be said on both sides." 

A copy of the minutes of the meeting follows, and 
the action taken on the above questions will be found 
therein. 

T RUSTEES MEETING 

APRIL 17, 1948 

RUTLAND LIBRARY 

The meeting was called to order by President God
dard. 

The trustees present were White, Green, Wiley, 
Holden, Goddard, Mould, Puffer, Boyce, Tye, and 
Perkins. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
approved. 

Mr. Holden reported for the Winter Sporrs Com
mittee. Due to apparent lack of jmerest in organized 
skiing, he recommended that the Club discontinue its 
affiliation with the Eastern . mateur Ski ssociation 
subject to the approval of the May meeting. 

Mr. Holden added that affiliation with the U.S.E.A. 
S.A. entitles all sections of the G.M.C. to the benefits 
of affiliation, which include proficiency tests, partici
pation in competitions and Ski Patrol activities. Indi
vidual members of the sections are entitled to join the 
U.S.E.A.S.A. under the reduced fees which are availa
ble only to members of an affiliated club. 

The various Sections reported as follows: 

Mr. Goddard for Bennington and Manchester, Mr. 
Green for Worcester, Mr. Field for Killington, Mr. 
Fay (by letter) for Proctor, Mr. White for Pleiad, 
Prof. Puffer for Burlington and St. Albans, and Mr. 
Mould for Sterling. 

Mr. Boyce reported as Treasurer and for the House 
Committee. Both reports were accepted. The financial 
condition of the club was shown to be satisfactory, 
though not affluent. 

Miss Tye reported as Corresponding Secretary. It 
was voted to order r 5 ,ooo Long Trail folders provided 
the State pay half the expense (~nd take half the fol
ders). 

A request for permiss ion to tear: down d1e garage 
and employee's dormitory buildings at die Lodge was 
granted. The disposition of the salvaged lumber is to be 
subject t0 the approval of the House Committee. 

A request for permission to serve all legal beverages 
at the Long Trail Lodge was discussed at length. 

lt was moved that approval be given if arrangements 
could be made sari factory to both the House Com
mittee and the Treadway management. This motion 
was lost by a vote of 5 to 4. 

The Following provisional budget was drawn up for 
presentation at the May meeting: 

Secretary's salary. . ........ . ......... . . $z50.oo 
Secretary's expense. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 5 . oo 
Treasurer's expense. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 o. oo 

News ........ ... ...... . .. . . .. . ..... . . 
N. E. Trail Conference ... . . ... . .. .. . .. . 
App. Trail Conference .. ..... .. .... . .. . . 
Trails and Shelters . .. .. . .. .. . .. ....... . 
Publicity ....... .. ... ........ . .. . .... . 
President's expense .... . . ... . ... .. ... . . . 

350.00 
5.00 
5 .00 

425 .00 
10.00 
10.00 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ l r 60 . oo 

The following were appointed as a Nominating 
Committee: White, Puffer, Merrill, Burkhardt, Wiley. 

The following were appointed as a Committee to 
prepare a program for the Annual Meeting: Miss Tye, 
Vondell, Perkins. 

Prof. Buchanan reported for the Trails and Shelters 
Com. The patrol will be out in full force this summer. 
This is good news indeed. 

Mr. Goddard announced that the Trail Camps will 
be operated at Lake Pleiad and at Ritterbush Pond 
from Aug. 15th to Aug. 29th for recreation and Trail 
work. The Club will hire cooks and provide tools. The 
cost will be$ 1.50 per person per day. A $i.oo deposit 
will be required with registration. 

An lntersectional Outing will be held at the Monro(:' 
Farm on Camel's Hump Aug. 28th and 29th. 

The meeting adjourned at 4 :00 P. M. 

CRAIGUE PERKINS, Clerk. 

INTERSECTIONAL WEEK-END 
AT THENDARA 

18- 19 SEPTEMBER 

The lntersectional week-end party at the New York 
Section's Camp Thendara last fall was so popular and 
so much enjoyed by all who took part in it that it is to 
be repeated this year. Here is a notice from Ronald 
Busse, to which we direct everybody's attention, in the 
hope that this year's outing may be even more success
ful than last year's. 

Betty and Ron and the other members of the New 
York Section again invite the members of other sections 
to spend a week-end at their Camp Thendara in the 
Bear Mountain-Harriman Section of Palisades Inter
state Park. 

Those of you who came last year need no urging to 
accept this off er of a week-end of good food and fon. 
Those who missed it last year, come and see for yonr
self! The progra~ will include hiking, canoeing and 
probably swimming (or just relaxing) during the day 
with square dancing in the evening. Of course good 
food will not be forgotten. This is the ideal way to put 
the finishing touches on your summer activities. 

The hosts will furnish meals on the community plan, 
starting with bn;:l;kfast on Sarurda y thru noon on Sun
day. Food will be purchased by the hosts but the cost 
and work of preparation of me.a ls will be shared by 
everyone. Anyone wishing to come before or stay after 
the above mentioned times should so indicate when 
registering and special arrangements could probably be 
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made. However, no food would be furnished by the 
hosts for other than the specified meals. 

The Cost including board and lodging, will vary ac- . 
cording to the length of sray of the individual but will 
probably not exceed six dollars for those staying rhe 
period from Friday evening after supper thru Sunday 
noon. 

Blankets, mattresses and pillows are part of the camp 
equipment but each person must bring his own sheets 
and pillow case. A sleeping bag might be welcome if 
the nights shouJd b chilly. 

Registrations will be Limited so register as early as 
possible \.Vith Ron Busse bur 110 later than Monday the 
r 3th of September. Cancellations will be accepted until 
Thursday rhe 16th. 

Thendara may be reached by Romes 9 or 9 W to rhe 
Bea~· Mt. Bridge and thence from traffic circl at west 
end of bridge via The Seven Lake Drive ro Lake 
Tiorati . Abour one mile along west shore of lake. Just 
past end of lake watch for Camp Thendara sign on 1 fr. 
Any further information will be gladly furnished by 
either host. 

HOSTS: Elizabeth E. Rochat, 50 Walnut St., 
Rutherford, N. J. Phones: (home) Rutherford 
2-2887-W, (office) LExington 2-8896 and Ronald 
Busse, Pearl River, N. Y. Phones: (home) PArk Ridge 
6-0144, (office) WOrth 2-2154, Ext. 28. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

This issue of THE NEws will be out too late to carry 
a notice of the Annual Meeting, which is to be held at 
the Long rail odgc on May 29, but if ir had appeared 
on rime, as w once hoped it would, we wouJd be 
urging everybody to attend. Miss ye, reaJizing from 
past experience chat the ews would probably be lace, 
was thoughtfuJ enough to send out post-cards, so rhar 
all members might know what is being planned, and 
the best we can do now is to say that the next issue will 
carry a .report of the meeting for the benefit of those 
few members who were unable ro attend it. 

WINTER OUTING 

Here is a brief report on the winter Intersectional 
Outing. Too bad more did not attend. 

Although the gl'oup was small the skiing was good 
and those who attended the lntersectional Outing at 
the Long Trail Lodge the weekend of February 2 8 
enj'oyed themselves. 

It seems established at this time that the Bennington 
Section of the GMC is the only section actively en
gaged in organized skiing which is availing itself of the 
benefits of Ski Association affiliation. The Bennington 
Section had an active Winter of instruction, proficien
cy tests and competitions. Unless other Sections of the 
Club are interested in the Ski Association it seems 

obvious that there is no point in the GMC continuing 
its affiliation. 

So far as we know there has been no call outside of 
Bennington for the Ski Emblem designed here of which 
we are proud. 

I expect you may receive from Ted Goddard a 
schedule of activities for the Bennington Section for 
the Summer season. rEd . note: I haven't.] 

Yours very truly, 
WALDO c. HOLDEN 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE 

We have just received a quite elaborate program for 
the Eleventh Appalachian Trail Conference, to be held 
at Fontana Village, North Carolina on June 26, 27 and 
28. There are programs for morning, afternoon and 
evening for each of the three days, so the conference 
will evidently be quite exhausting,-pardon us, we 
meant to say exhaustive. The Chairman of the Board 
of Managers is Myron H. Avery, who is known, at 
least by reputation to many of our Green Mt. Club 
members, and there is no doubt that it will be a great 
meeting. The Green Mountain Club has not appointed 
any delegates, but if there are any of our members who 
can and would like to attend, I am sure our President 
would be happy to make them accredited delegates. 
We'd like to go ourselves, but it is too far away. 

RECREATION CONFERENCE 

The twelfth annual Recreation Conference was held 
at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Mass., 
on April 8, 9 and IO. This conference covers all phases 
of recreation, from Archery to Zither Playing, indi
vidual and community. In the Mountaineering Section, 
on Saturday afternoon at 3 :oo o'clock, we note the 
following entry in their twelve page program, "Climb
ing the 46 Major Peaks in the Adirondacks,"-Roy 0. 
Buchanan, University of Vermont. He had a batch of 
Kodachrome slides, and lubricated his lecture with a 
series of amusing anecdotes, some of them at my ex
pense, which he felt free to do since I was not there. 
Reports reaching this office are to the effect that his 
talk was very well received and greatly enjoyed. 

AN ESTEEMED CONTEMPORARY 

The January-February issue of the Ad-i-ron-dac, 
the official bi-monthly publication of the Adirondack 
Mountain Club, devotes a' page, written by Exchange 
Editor, Selma Schultz, to a brief but accurate sketch of 
the Green Mountain Club, with some pleasant refer
ences to the Long Trail News. She says in one place, 
"As we turn the pages of the Long Trail News, we 
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notice the similarity of spirit and organization with our 
own state club." ... And again, "-we are impressed 
with the fact that now, as in the beginning, there is an 
inevitable tie between the Long Trail and the Club." 
That is true, and let us all remember it ourselves. There 
is not so close a tie between the Adirondack Mountain 
Club and any specific trail, but they love the woods 
and mountains the same as we do, and if they do not 
have to spend so much time and effort clearing trails 
and repairing shelters as we, nevertheless they have 
other troubles that we at present escape. For many 
yt.-ars th y have be n fighting va rious and s.undry at
tempts to invade the Adirondack wilderness and impair 
its true primitive charm, always under the guise of 
"progress." Two of these that are at pres nt engaging 
the club'.s attention are a project for a big srorage 
reservoir on the Moose River that would submerge 
thousands of acres of forest land, "for no reason,'' as 
they say in a recent publication, "except to generate 
power and assure a water supply to paper mills and 
other industries farther down stream," and another 
even less defensible scheme to construct a highway 
through the wild and rugged defi le known as Indian 
Pass. This is the most picturesque pass in the Adiron
dacks, if nor in the 1ast, but a highway through it 
would ruin it. What most of our starry eyed "im
provers" do not seem to understand is that a choice 
wilderness spot like this posses ·es, besides its material 
charm, a certain indefinable spirit that appeals to the 
heart of every nature lover, but which cannot survive 
the smell of gasoline. 

WINDHAM COUNTY . SECTION, 
BRATTLEBORO, VT. 

1948 G.M.C. Program 

Apr. 9-Pictures of Adirondacks-R. 0. Buchanan, 
Farm Bureau Rms. 

Apr. ro-Recreation Conference, Amherst-B. R. 
Buchanan 

Apr. 24-25-Stratton Pond- Jerry Stone and Nicky 
Collins 

May 9-Bird Hike- Outdoor Breakfast. L. Dunklee, 
H. Dunnell 

May 16--17-Work Trip- Stratton-Jerry Stone, 
Nicky Collins 

May 28-Annual Meeting- Long Trail Lodge
David Dunklee 

June 12-1 3-Work trip-Stratton-Prentiss Smith, 
Ken. Austin 

June 19-Beaver Colony & Chesterfield Gorge- Esta 
Smith, Marian Atkinson 

July 17-18-Work trip-Stratton-Ray Pestle, Ken
neth Austin 

July 28-Pumey West Hill-Esther Dunklee, Eleanor 
Storie 

Aug. 14-15-Little Rock Pond-Addison Minott, 
Harry Anderson 

Aug. 25-Dunklee Farm-Com Roast-Dave Dunklee 
Sept. 12 or 19-Mt. Monadnock-B. R. Buchanan 

Bob Dunklee, Winston Whitney ' 

.A REPORT FROM THE 
KILLINGTON SECTION, AT RUTLAND 

At the annual meeting of the Killington Section held 
January 24th, the following officers were elected to 
serve in 1948. 

President, Fred Field 
Vice President, Leone Smith 
Sec.-Treas., Eleanor Walker 

After the business meeting the club members and 
friends were entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Ladd Smith. Mrs. Smith recited poems which were 
illustrated by Mr. Smith showing colored slides. 

We have a new member, Lucinda Baker, daughter of 
Mrs. Burton Baker of Forestdale and grand daughter of 
Mr. Fred Mould. Lucinda Baker was only thirteen 
days old when she became a member of the Green Mt. 
Club. 

We began this year's activities with a Washington 
Birthday week-end at Craigue Perkins' camp in Men
don, with eighteen members present-two weeks later 
a s?ow sho~ party to Tucker. ~odge. Tucker Lodge 
which was m very bad condmon has been repaired 
completel,Y under the supervision of Craigue Perkins,
:-vho earned all supplies necessary to repair the lodge 
m on snow shoes. 

We are enclosing a schedule of hikes for the first 
third of this year. 

LATE WINTER AND SPRING 

OUTINGS - 1948 

1:'he followi?g series of hikes have been planned for 
~ll !nterested m outdoor activity. Participation is not 
limited to Club members; there is a standing open 
invitation for one and all to attend. · 

Unless otherwise provided, hikers bring their own 
lunches, cups and spoons. Coffee will be served by the 
Club. 
Feb. 22-23-Sun.-Mon.-Week end party at Perkins 

camp, call 907-M for details and reservations. 
Feb. 28-29-Sat.- Sun.-Annual winter week-end 

Long Trail Lodge. ' 
Mar. 6-Sat.-Tucker Lodge, snow-shoeing, skiing. 
Mar. 20-Sat.-Maple sugar party, details announced 

later. 
Apr. 4-Sun.-Clarendon shelter, work party. 
Apr. 18-Sun.-Buffum shelter, work party. 
May 1-Sat.-Glen Dam, spring fever walk. 
May 14-15-16-Fri.- Sat.-Sun.-Killington, over

night work party. 
May 29-Sat.-Annual meeting, G.M.C. 
May 3?-3 1-Sun.- Mon.-Killington, overnight. 

Detailed announcements will be given in the Herald 
before each outing. 
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POEM? 

From an old issue of the News we cull this so-called 
poem, which was there printed with the note, "Found 
in an old Lodge Register." Does anyone claim it? 

ODE TO THE BEAN 

Hail to thee,'gentle bean! 
Mere veg'table thou never wert, 
But, even tho encased in tin thou com' st, 
Like to the grub once called ambrosia, 
Whereon the Gods of old did sup, 
Thou art. 

Packed full of vitamins and calories and food, 
Besides tomato sauce and pork, 
Thou givest to the legs more strength, 
The lungs more wind to climb, 
Or curse aloud the cool and smoky fire. 
Thou fillest up the heart with peace, 
And not alone the heart is filled, when thou 
Dost from thy heated can pour forth 
Into the quickly emptied plate. 

But Ah, Alas, and Oh, Alack for him 
Who, in the said tight can dost fail 
To make an orifice, or punch a hole, 
Before he sets it on the stove to heat. 
For that he failed in this small thing 
Full many a hardy hiker has gone supperless to bed, 
And cabins have within with beans been sprayed. 

Mainstay of armies, and of navies too,-
What say the Scriptures, 
That man cannot live by bread alone; 
'Tis true! 
He must have beans! 

PUBLICITY! 

It is not often that the Green Mt. Club rates the 
leading editorial in a prominent Vermont newspaper, 
but here, for your edification and enlightenment, is 
such a one from the Rutland Herald of March r r. The 
Herald has always been a friend of the club, and we 
like the Herald too. 

LONG TRAIL MAINTENANCE 

During its 3 8 years of existence, the Long Trail has 
grown increasingly important as one of Vermont's best 
known attractions. It is annually enjoyed not only by 
many Vermonters, but by hundreds of nature lovers 
from other states and even other countries. But like 
anything else, it requires care and attention year after 
year to keep it attractive and in the best possible 
condition. 

A plan for reconditioning the trail and its shelters 
this summer was recently proposed by T. N. Goddard, 
president of the Green Mountain club. He suggested 
an August Camp of members who would work in 
groups and spend from four days to a week at a camp 
or lodge. They would do what repair work was neces
sary during part of the time, and also enjoy hiking, 

mountain climbing and other attractions of the trail. 
It's still too early to know how much work will be 

necessary this year. Not until the snow is gone from 
the trail, usually early in June, will it be possible to see 
how much damage has been done and what shape the 
trail is in. But there's sure to be a need for repair and 
reconditioning. 

The Long Trail extends the entire length of this 
state, covering more than 267 miles. More than 50 
shelters have been erected along the trail, from eight to 
r o miles apart, ranging from open lean-toes to closed 
lodges made of logs. A New York City resident hiked 
over 40 miles of the trail this winter. He reported that 
porcupines had been active in most of the shelters. But 
this was the least of the damage usually done. 

Each year there is re-blazing to be done, blown
down trees to he removed, brush cut away and shelters 
repaired. While some parts of the trail may require 
little attention, in other places considerable work is 
necessary to put the trail in good condition. 

The Green Mountain club is concerned with mainte
nance of the trail. This organization has members in 
practically every state in the Union. The club is 
composed of sections, and these sections are responsible 
for certain parts of the trail. The New York City 
section, with more than 200 members, sends some of 
its members to Vermont to work on one area. The 
Worcester, Mass. section is responsible for another 
p:\rt of the trail, and there are many Green Mountain 
sections in Vermont, each with its own area. 

Miss Lula Tye, secretary of the Green Mountain 
club, reports that the trail attracts the very finest type 
of person. She says that it appeals to those who like to 
get away "from the hustle and bustle of modem living 
and get close to nature." She declares that professional 
people form a large part of the membership, and that 
the members take a vigorous personal interest in the 
trail. Some return after their first visit to work on the 
trail because they know what it means to them and to 
others like themselves. 

This sort of interest can't be bought. It is spontaneous 
and it testifies to the importance of the Long Trail as a 
Vermont attraction of the first order. 

The ~reen Mountain club was organized by James 
P. Taylor, now secretary of the Vermont Chamber of 
Commerce. He wanted people to be able to see, at close 
range, the high peaks of the Green Mountains, and the 
Long Trail was the result of his efforts. 

During the war, it wasn't possible to keep up the 
trail as it should have been. But since the war, mainte
nance work has been resumed. From every indication, 
this year the trail will get more attention than it has had 
in a long time. It should have. The Long Trail is worth 
all the effort it takes to maintain it as one of Vermont's 
most important scenic and recreational attractions. 

JAPAN 
We think the following letter is self-explanatory. 

Dear Miss Tye-
The letter from National Park Supervisor Hasegawa, 
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in Japan, in the February "Long Trail News" reminds 
me that the Green Mountain Club is registered in a 
guest book on top of Fuji-unless American bombers 
blitzed the shelter hut. I spent a year in Japan back in 
1930-3 l, and climbed Fuji before leaving. It is a 
l 2,000-foot climb, long but not at all hard. You go up 
part way the first afternoon, spend the night in one of 
the shelter huts, and start for the top before dawn, to 
see sunrise from the summit. The only trouble was 
that there wasn't any sunrise when I was there, but 
only pouring rain and clouds. However, I went on up, 
and at the top did what all good pilgrims do-had the 
hut man stamp my bamboo walking stick with a brand 
showing I had got there. I registered in the guest book, 
and identified myself as a member of the Green Moun
tain Club, New York Section. The hut man and I "had 
very good time,'' though neither of us understood much 
that the other was saying. Japanese are great climbers 
and hikers, and the winter week-end trains out of Tokyo 
always looked like snow-trains out of New York, with 
their forest of skis, and knapsacks bumping every
where. It made me feel very much at home. 

Sincerely yours, 
CONSTANCE M. HALLOCK 

WEB FEET AGAIN 

When we wrote the little article "In Defense of 
Web Feet" for the last issue of THE NEws we did not 
realize how many people would be interested in it. 
From the response to it, it seems evident that there are 
still several persons whose thoughts on winter outdoor 
recreation are not exclusively given up to skiing. We 
have before us four letters from those who read the 
article. Some of them actually took it to heart. One is 
from our former president, Walter Atwood, in Palisades 
Park, N. J., another from Robert Draper in Little 
Neck, N. Y. and a third from Lucy Bagley, of the 
Sterling Section in Morrisville. I don't think she would 
mind my quoting from her letter (I haven't asked her). 
She says: "After having struggled a number of hours 
yesterday over ideal snowshoeing terrain on 7 foot skis 
(propelling myself with poles cut for me by Mr. 
Morris Greene), I was particularly susceptible to your 
'In Defense of Web Feet'. For some time I've had my 
eye on a pair of good snowshoes . Since reading yom 
essay fo THE Lo. G TRAIL EWS, 1 ve rung up the 
party con~erned and obtained them. ow for more 
cheerful hiking!" 

The fourth letter was from the Librarian of Dart
mouth College (maybe some of our readers didn't 
realize that this paper was filed in the classic precincts 
of the Dartmouth Library), Mr. Nathaniel L. Good
rich. Among other things, all interesting, he says; "Al
though I have been skiing for nearly thirty-five years
in fact it seems probable that I was the first one to ski 
the Mansfield Carriage Road-I still do quite a bit of 
snowshoeing. In fact a group of members of the Ap
palachian Mountain Club have been getting together 
once a winter for some pretty strenuous mountain 

climbing on snowshoes .... You may be pleased to 
know that there is someone else who enjoyed your 
article, and feels the same way you do about snow
shoeing. [I am.] Aside from that, my chief excuse for 
writing you is that I disagree violently with one of 
your statements ... You say that 'excellent harnes
ses can be made at home.' I am quite skeptical about 
this, and the fact that nearly all snowshoe harnesses 
are almost useless is to my mind a serious reason for 
the decline in snowshoei~g. I have yet to see a con
ventional snowshoe harness which will very long give 
the shoe any rigidity on the foot. These bindings 
require constant adjusting, and at best they allow the 
shoe to wobble in all directions." He goes on to explain 
a special binding made in Boston, which of course 
makes it summa cum laude with the Appalachian Club 
boys, and if you want to write to me I'll tell you where 
he says you can get it. I still think I can make a pretty 
good pair of harnesses, but I'll hedge to this extent, if 
I could get the right kind of leather. Since the last man 
to run a harness shop in Burlington was murdered last 
winter I. don't know whether I could find any in the 
city or not. What does somebody else think? (I mean, 
about home-made snowshoe harnesses.) 

Also, does anyone wish to dispute Mr. Goodrich's 
claim to be the first to ski the Mansfield Toll Road? If 
you do, be sure to have your evidence in good form 
and properly authenticated. 

Bnrlington Section Outings, as reported m the 
Burlington Free Press of April 19. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
HOLDS THREE OUTINGS 

Outing Chairman Katharine Collier reports that the 
local section of the Green Mountain Club's triple out
ing this past weekend was well attended. 

A group of 2 7 gathered in Colchester Saturday after
noon for a brisk field and woodland ramble around 
Colchester Pond. Sam Hatfield headed the group. 

Entertainment Chairman Kenneth Fisher headed the 
group's annual maple sugar party Saturday night. The 
group gathered at the Colchester Grange Hall where 
the Young People's Society of the Colchester United 
Church served the Mountain Club followers. 

Sixty-seven ate supper and topped it off with the 
traditional individual plates of snow daubed with syrup. 
The group then square danced, Harold Collins called 
for the dances. 

The third phase of club activity was in the Hinesburg 
Hollow area Sunday afternoon. Prof. L. B. Puff er 
headed a group of 2 5 that climbed the steep slope from 
the hollow to the top of Red Rocks. Mr. and Mrs. Al 
Quance were guests on Sunday afternoon's outing. 

On May 2, 37 Burlingtonians enjoyed a trip to the 
Sterling Section's fine Lodge at Beaver Meadow. There · 
was new snow under foot, but fun elsewhere. Henry 
Mould, with Mrs. Mould and Freddie, were on hand 
to welcome the visitors. 




