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_ .. NOTICE, ALL MEMBERS 
The 194 7 Annual Meeting of the Green Mountain Club, 

Inc. will be held at Long Trail Lodge on Saturday, May 
31 at 11 A.M. All members are urged to attend. Good 
weather has been ordered and is now being manufactured. 

Here are the Minutes of the 
TRUSTEES MEETING 

April 12, 1947 
LONG TRAIL LODGE 

The meeting was called to order by President Goddard. 
The lrusrees present were Vandell, Buchanan, Puffer, 

White, Boyce, Wheeler, Holden, Goddard, Perkins, and Tye. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and ap

proved. 
. Mr. Boyce reported as Treasurer. The club finances are 
"in good condition." 

Mr. Boyce reported for the Lodge Committee. The report 
showed that our indebtedness is gradually being reduced. 

l'rof. Puffer reported for the Guide Book Committee. The 
new guide book should be out in June. The printing of 3000 
copies was authori~ed. 

Miss Tye reported as Corresponding Secretary. Member
ships-at-large are about the same as list year. There has been 
a good advance sale of guide books. She reported special 
gifts of $19.50 so far th.is year ($110.90 last year) . 

Prof. Buchanan reported for the Trails and Shelters Com
mittee. It is his opinion that the early snow oflast Fall did 
much damage along the trail. Mr. Wheeler, of the Green 
Mt. National Forest, agreed. 

Pres. Goddard presented an application for establishment 
of a Section by a group from Brattleboro and Putney, Ver
mont. le was unanimously voted that they be so established 
as the "Brattleboro Section." The assignment of a section 
of trail for maintenance was postponed for further con
ference. 

It was voted that an Intersectional Hike be held some
where in the northern part of the state August 23rd and 24th. 
The offer of the Burlington Section to act as hosts for this 
ou.ting was accepted, though it had not been made. 

Larry Dean was named Chairman of the lntersectional 
Outing Committee. 

(P.S. He and the Burlington Section will do it.) 

The following provisional budget 
presentation at the June meeting. 
Secretarys' salary . 
Secretary's expense 
Treasurer's expense 
News ...... . 
N. E. Trail Conference 
App. Trail Conference . 
East. Amateur Ski Assoc. 
Trails & Shelters . 
Publicity 
President's expense 

was drawn up for 

$250.00 
65.00 
30.00 

300.00 
5.00 
5.00 

20.00 
425.00 

rn.oo 
10.00 

Total . . . . . . . . . . $1120.00 
Prof. Vandell was named Chairman of the Nominating 

Committee. 
The meeting adjourned. 

LONG TRAIL LAMENT 
We have recently been discussirtg the Long Trail outlook 

with Roy Buchanan, who was for so many years the leader 
and director of the Long Trail Patrol, and as a result we 
feel very sad. The trails are, as far as our limited observation 
goes, in bad condition, and Mr. Wheeler, the Supervisor of 
the Green Mt. National Forest, whose infoi;mation is much 
more extensive than ours, makes the same report. The early 
snow storm of Sept. 30-0ct. 1 last fall, coming as it did 
before the leaves were off, broke down numberless small 
trees and larger tree-tops, in addition to the normal · damage 
from a very snowy winter. The removal of the obstruction 
of the trail by the small blow-downs, while not heavy work, 
is slow and tiresome, and the late cold spring will keep 
snow on the higher parts of the trail until almost the first of 
June, as it looks now. 

Two camps, Cooley Glen and Hazen's Notch are in 
ruins and must be rebuilt at the earliest possible time,
the latter in a new and less accessible location about three
quarters of a mile north of the old one. Montclair Glen shel
ter is also in very dilapidated condition and in an extremely 
poor location, and the New York Section hopes to replace 
it by a better shclcer nearer water and, if possible, with a 
good outlook. To do all these things, together with ordinary 
trail clearing, blaze painting and camp repairs, will require 
a large expenditure of man-hours, considerable material, 
and no small amount of woods skjll and experience. These 
commodities are hard to find and expensive to buy. No one 
in the club possesses so large a store of the required skill and 
experience as Roy, but, as for several years past, he will be 
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condemned to the classroom and laboratory for most of the 
summer. Labor for trail work is very hard to find, expects 
exorbitant (compared to pre-war years) wages, and, without 
an experienced leader, is mostly very inefficient. In order co 
do satisfactory trail work a man must have the hiker's out
look or point of view, and very few hired workers do. 
A~ the same time interest in hiking and in the Long Trail 

is reawakening, as is evidenced by the large number of ad
vance orders Miss Tye has received for the new edition 
of the Guide Book, now in che hands of the printer. If 
hikers come from without the state and find the Tuil half 
blocked, ill-blazed and hard co follow and the camps in 
nm-down, or even ruinous, condition, not only will the 
hitherto high reputation of the Green Mountain Club suffer, 
but, what is more important, the Stat~ ef Vermo?t itself, 
to which the club, through the Long Trail, has conmbuted so 
much in favorable publicity in the past, will get a black eye 
as well. This, above all things, we wish to avoid. 

What is the answer? The only one we see is more energetic, 
effective, loyal volunteer work by the members of the club, 
and any friends they can enlist ro aid them. Roy will do what 
he can himself and will be glad to advise any who care to 
inquire as to~ti1T1e-tested ways and means of doing what must 
be done. The National Forest Service can always be depended 
on to put its part of d1e trail in good condition, and we know 
d1at the Bennington, Worcester, Manchester, Killington, 
New York and Burfu1gton Sections have plans well under 
way for eady ~eason trail and shelter work . TI1e new 
Windham County Section is ~poiling for a job to do, and die 
Sterling Section can be depended on r9 have:; d1ings in order 
from Smuggler's Notch to the Lamoille River or beyond. 
That leaves quite a stretch of trail unaceoun~ed for at dtis 
writing, but we have confidence .the ~lub will not let the 
hikers, and the Stace, down. But 1t will take a good many 
"sweaty week-ends," and even then those camps may not 
get built. It is a very real challenge ro the club, and we 
must not fail' to meet it. 

ARBUTUS 
We had wondered for a long time what had become of our 

one-time colleague on the board of Trustees, Herb Congdon, 
but the receipt of a postcard from him, dated 5 March i947 
and postmarked at Arlington settled the question. He. is 
still in circulation, and at the old address. And the best thlilg 
about the card was that it was a fragrant bouquet for the 
editor and d1e News. When editors make mistakes people 
arc seldom lacking co throw bricks, but, as ~e P,uts it, ''when 
most folks like a man's work they keep quiet. That makes 
it all the more pleasant to hear from one like him, who doesn·'t. 
Thanks, Herbert, and may you live long and prosper! 

KILLINGTON SECTION HIKES 
Here is the Killington Section's outing schedule for Feb.

Aug. r947. They would be glad to have any of you join 
them on any, or all, of these hikes. Incidentally, a letter 
dated Mar. 8, r947 from the secretary of the section, contains 
this entertaining paragraph, "Perhaps an item of interest 
would be the age of our youngest member Anne Elizabeth 
Baker daughter of Mrs. Cornelia Mould Baker of Brandon, 
ten d;ys old. Mrs. Baker's other daughter, Susan Ellen, two 
and a half years old is also a member and has been since she 
was seven months old." These children are also distinguished 
by being grand-daughters of Fred Mould, whom some of you 
know and the rest ought to. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
KILLINGTON SECTION 

FEB.-AuG. r947 
Feb. 22 & 23, Sat. & Sun.-Week-end party at Perkin's 

Camp, Mendon. 
Mar. 8, Sat.-Clarendon Shelter 
Mar. 22 Sat.-Maple Sugar Party 
Apr. r3, Sun.-Work Party - Buffum Shelter 
Apr. 27, Sun.-Work Party - Clement Shelter 
May 10, Sat . .:._Bradder's Camp at Tinmouth Channel 
May 16-17-18, Fri., Sat. & Sun.-Work Party co Killington 

from the north 
May 3r, Sat.-Annual Meeting 
June r, Sun.-Killington from the south 
June r4, Sat.-Spruce Knob 
June 22, Sun.-Swim and work party, Spring Lake 
July 4-5-6, Fri., Sat. & Sun.-Stratton Pond 
July r9, Sat.-Hapgood Pond 

Detailed announcements will be given m the Herald 
before each outing. 

NEW SECTION! 
You will note in the minutes of the spring trustee's meeting 

that they authorized the establishment of a new section with 
headquarters in Brattleboro, which is to be called, not the 
Brattleboro, but the Windlurm C(Rmty SectiQ11. The officers 
are: Pres., David E. Dunklee, Vice Pres., Ray I. Pestle, 
Secy., Mrs. Rob't. E. Dunklee, Jr. and Treas., Gilbert 
Dunnell. 

The establishment of this section is an event that deserves 
more than ordinary attention, for it is our first, though we 
hope not our last, section on the east side of the statc,-the 
only section, so ro spe-ak, that drains into the Connecticut 
River. They have all'eady published a schedule of outings 
for the spring and summer, including "trail building bees-" 
and a "Bird Walk with breakfast" (for the birds?), and 
expect to have a delegation at the annual meeting. We suspect, 
theugh of course we wouldn't adroit it publicly, the Brnce 
Buchanan, Roy's kid brother, had a good deal to do with 
gerting the Windham County Section under way. The od1er 
Sections and members at large extend to it and its members 
their heartiest felicitations-in other words more power to 
'em! 

WORCESTER OUTINGS 
The Worcester Section continues to send me its monthly 

bulletins, so that I can wish I could share their outings. 
On March 15th they had a Sugar Party at the Shrewsbury 
Grange Hall, the next week-end an unofficial spring (?) trip 
to Sn·atton, work and trail clearing parties on April 1 2 and 
:zo, and they plan to send a delegation to the Annual Meeting 
at Long Trail Lodge on May 3 r. 

John Vondell took a prominent part in the Amherst 
Recreation Conference on Mar~ 29, in which several other 
club members had a part as well. 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE 
. Along in the winter we received a letter from R. Gale 

Spaulding, of the Killington Section, about a suggestion for 
trail and shelter maintenance that had been made at their 
annual meeting, and which they, and we, regard as well 
worth passing on to rhe other sections. It was as follows: 

"That the Trails and Shelters Committee assign parts of 
the trail to members to patrol, and report on conditions. 
The reporcer need not, and usually should not, go on the 
trail alone, but may make his own arrangements. We suggest 
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reports be made May 1 5, July 1 s and Sept. 1 s, and at any 
other rime reporter has pertinent information. Reports 
should cover conditions of shelters, approximate number of 
blow-downs, need for bashing, paint, etc. Merely cutting 
small ~rotruding branches will make a big improvement in 
the trau." 

The recommendation then suggests the division of the 
section into five patrol units. When members have been 
assigned to all units, the committee plans a meeting of all 
reporters to clarify and standardize methods. Subjects to be 
discussed include reporting, location and painting of bl:12es, 
information as to needed signs, special information required 
for special projects, etc. 

The Killington Section would be glad to receive any 
suggestions or comments concerning the above ideas. 

A CHRISTMAS CARD 
Last Christmas Elton Beal, a member of. the Burlington 

Section and a one-time Adirondack woodsman, received from 
Mrs. Orra Parker Phelps, a prominent and enthusiastic 
member of the Adirondack Mt. Club, a Christmas Card 
with an original poem that Elton liked so much he showed it 
to your editor, and we asked permission to publish it. 
Here it is. 

Had it been in the fir-clad mountains 
That Mary was brought to bed, 
The snow would have draped the balsam 
To shelter the Baby's head. 
Instead of the ox and the donkey 
Shy beasts from the forest would creep, 
The doe with her fawn beside her, 
The rabbits instead of the sheep. 
They would gaze in wide-eyed wonder, 
They would worship, tho' unread, 
While the snow flakes, softly falling, 
Wrought a halo round His head, 
And in the hush of the mountains, 
At the Baby's first low cry, -
The sough of the wind in the tree-tops 
Would murmur a lullaby. 

What could the mountains offer 
In lieu of treasures rare? 
The frankincense of the balsam, 
The myrrh of the mountain air, 
The gold of the mountain sunset, 
The star that herald's the dawn, 
The song of the birds proclaiming, 
"The Prince of Peace is born." 

-Orra Parker Phelps 
Dec. 1946 

MONROE STATE FOREST 
Charles T. Pomeroy, Jr., for some years chainnan of the 

Vermont Trails and Shelters Committee of the New York 
Section, has been assured by Perry H. Merrill, State Forester 
of Vermont, that the following project for the use of Couch
ing Lion Farm and adjacent property, is "substantially cor
rect" as stated: 

The memorial fund in honor of Dr. Will S. Monroe, 
founder of the New York Section and long a leader iq the 
Green Mountain Club, has been mrned over to the State 
Forester for the purchase of land near the Monroe house, 
and that purchase has been made. A stone structure to be 
used as a namre museum will be erected on the knoll east 
of the house, with caretaker's quarters included. Open shelters 
for hikers will be erected on the hillside back of Dr. Monroe's 

house. This construction will be carried out when labor is 
available. The area will be called the Monroe State Forest. 
The present house and barn presumably will be torn down. 

HIMALAYA BACKDROP 
EDWARD c. BIRDSALL, JR. 

New York Station 
Have you ever associated hiking with India? Probably 

not. But, with India in the limelight, here are a few side
lights on the subject, gathered while I was in the Air Corps 
in India. -

The Darjeeliag Mail, crack train, leaves Calcutta, me
tropolis of Bengal, at 7 P.M. Early the following morning 
you arrive at Siliguri, railhead of the main line, and transfer 
to the tiny, narrow gauge mountain railway. After a hair
raising ride you reach Darjeeling, elevation 7200 feet, at 
noon. 

Darjeeling, of tea fame, is a good sized town perched 
atop a moUlltain in a bowl shaped like an amphitheater. The 
backdrop on the stage is the mighty panorama of the eastern 
Himalayas. i8,ooo foot Kanchenjunga, world's third highest 
moanrain, towers forty miles away above the surrounding 
peaks, its snow plume beautiful to see. The area is a hiker.s' 
paradise. A network of roads and well maintained trails 
radiates from the town. Roads carry little vehicular traffic 
and are fine for walking. One road is the old China trade 
route leading to Lhassa, 2 50 miles northeast in Tibet. 
Another road leads west to the village of Sandakphu, three 
days away by foot, where one may enjoy one of the most 
magnificent alpine views in.the wor1d. 

The Darjeeling dimict is dotted with conveniently located 
Oak and Forest Bungalows wh.id1 are maintained by the 
government and may be rented by hikers, horsemen or 
motorises. Beds and eating utensils are provided. All the 
traveler need carry are food and bedding. Coolies are in
expensive to hire and will carry all your equipment. 

You will meet fascinating people on the roads and trails. 
Nepalese and Tibetans walk many miles between their 
mountain homes and the bazaars. They are colorfully dressed 
and friendly and always nod and smile. We met many vaca
tioning Britishers out tramping. They were reluctant to 
believe that Americans actually hiked for pleasure! 

Are you itching to go? You can fly to Calcutta in 2 72 
days for about $1800. 

The following notice was sent in by Ronald Busse, of the 
New York Section, through Miss Tye, with the remark 
that, "Enclosed is a copy of what (1 hope) will appear in the 
Long Trail News," so we will send it along to the printer 
in the pious hope that he will include it with the rest of tile 
copy. 

INTERSECTIONAL WEEK-END AT THENDARA 
13-14 SEPTEMBER 

The New York Section extends a cordial invitation to 
members of all other sections co join them for one of their 
enjoyable week-ends at their Camp Thendara on Lake 
T1oraci in Bear Mountain-Harriman Section of the Palisades 
Interstate Park. 

Betty Rochat and Ron Busse, the co-hosts, promise a 
week-end of swimming, canoeing, hiking, and good eating 
with square dancing in the evening. Those of you who have 
been co Thendara know what a delightful place ic is at any 
time and that in September, after a long hot summer, it is 
perfect, so put down the 13th and 14th of September as a 
"muse" on your calendar of late summer activities. 

The hosts will furnish meals on the community plan, 



The Long Trail News 

starting with breakfast 011 Saturday thru noon on Sunday. 
Food will be purchased by hosts but cost and work of prepara
tion of meals will be shared by everyone. 

The cost, including board and lodging, will vary according 
to the length of stay of the individual but w.ill probably not 
exceed five dollars for those staying the full period from 
Friday evening after supper, thru Sunday noon. 

Blankets, mattresses, and pillows are part of cl1e camp 
equipment but each .person m~1st bring his ow~ sheets. and 
pillow case. A sleepmg bag ought be welcome if the mghts 
should be chilly. 

Please register with Ron Busse no later than Monday the 
8th of September, including a deposit of two dollars. Cancel
lations will be accepted until Thursday the 11th. 

Thendara may be reached by Routes 9 or 9 W to me Bear 
Mountain Bridge and thence from traffic circle at west end 
of bridge via The Seven Lakes Drive to Lake Tiorati. 
About one mile along west shore of lake. Just past end of 
lake watch for Camp Thendara sign on Left. Any further 
information will be gladly furnished by either host. 

HOSTS: Elizabeth Rochat, 50 Walnut Sr., Rutherford, 
N. J. Phones: (home) Rutherford 2-2887-W, (office) 
Lexingt0n 2-8896; and Ronald Busse, Pearl River, N. Y. 
Phones: (home) Park Ridge 6-0144, (office) WOnh z-z 154, 
Ext. 18. 

KILLINGTON SECTION WELCOMES SPRING 
WITH MAPLE SUGAR PARTY 

Nearly 50 members of the Killington Section (47 to be 
exact) welcomed in me Spring Season with a Maple Sugar 
Party held at the home of the Misses Amy L. and Vera A. 
Perkins. After overcoming many obstacles such as whether 
mere would be any snow, or any syrup or how expensive 
me syrup would be and numerous other problems, it turned 
out that Mother Nature was on our side and all me omens 
being favorable our Maple Sugar Party was a grand success. 

In addition to the traditional sugar on snow, the meal 
consisted of the inevitable dill pickles, crackers, home
made doughnuts, coffee and for the Teen Agers- soft 
drinks. After this delicious repast square dancing was in 
order and although ir had been many moons since we had 
executed the once fanlli.iar calls we found that after a few 
feeble attempts we could really swing our parmers (and the 
comer lady too) as if we had been doing it every Saturday 
in our lives. 

The evening was voted such a success by all that we 
decided we should have another "social get-together" in 
the Fall. I hope we do! 

DANIEL E. JENNINGS, JR. 

Killington Section. 

WINTER OUTING 
Ye editor was unable to attend the annual winter outing 

at Long Trail Lodge on the first of March, but Waldo 
Holden wrote me about it later, from Bennington, and deposed 
(he's a lawyer) as follows: 

I send along brief comment on our Winter Week-end at 
the Lodge . .As Grover so aptly stated as the blizzard de
scended upon us, WINTER should be all in caps. 

TI1e accommodations reserved for the GMC were filled 
with good delegations _f~om Worcf;,Ster, Rutland, N:w York 
and Benninaton. Addmonal Club members took m some 
of the acti:lcics, obtaining lodging elsewhere or i·eruming 
home Saturday night. 

The skiing Saturday was very good, but the Sunday 

blizzard, to compensate for the green grass which we found 
a year ago, prevented any effective skiing and delayed 
several of the members in reaching home io the worst driving 
in many years. From the good turnout and spirit which 
prevailed it seems clear that the Winter Week-end is entitled 
to a place on our calendar next year. 

OLD MAP 
There has recently come into our possession a copy of a 

map of "Vermont, from the latest Authorities," originally 
published in 1796. The Long Trail is not shown on .it, but the 
Green Mts. are, and undoubtedly the wilderness, through 
which the Trail is a pathway, was a real one then. Among 
the townships through which the trail now passes are found 
such names as Bromley, Harwick Midway, Killington, 
Philadelphia, Mansfield, Sterling, Kellysburgh and Carthage. 
How many of mem do you know by their present names? 
Besides mese, but not along the trail, are such charming 
town names as Pocock (Bristol), Billymead (Sutton), 
Lutterlock (Albany), Minehead (Bloomfield), Navy (part 
of Charleston), and "St. Albions." Oddly, as it seems, the 
map shows that there was a road a century and a half ago 
from Bennington up around through Glastenbury and Somer
set and down into Wilmington, where now is mostly un
broken forest. The road from Rutland over Sherburne Pass 
is marked on me map, "Road over the Mountain." 

I would like to have seen the country in mose days, but 
I'd rather live now, in spite of high prices, John L. Lewis 
and threats of war. 

TOO LATE 
Perley Voter sent me, as soon as he got it, a news release 

from the National Parks Associati.on regarding a bill, H. R. 
1 3 30, introduced in Congress by Rep. Barrett of Wyoming, 
proposing to abolish the Jackson's Hole National Monument. 
We were asked to write or wire certain members of Congress 
at once, before the heating to be held on April 14 and 15, 
but since the letter reached me on the 23rd, I did nothing 
about it. However, if anyone feels the urge, he may wish to 
wire or write his own Congressman that the abolition of this 
monument, chiefly, it is claimed, to please the cattlemen, 
would be a real calamity to those who love nature in her 
wild state. Think of viewing the magnificent Tetons over a 
foreground of gas-stations, billboards, hotdog stands and 
beer parlors! 

COVERED BRIDGES 
By GRACE WrGHT BucKLE 

Lovely, old, gray covered bridges, 
Emblems of another day, · 
How we love your beams and ridges, 
Where a bygone art held sway. 

We can hear the horses patter 
Slowly down the days of yore, 
See the wagons as they clatter 
Over an old wooden floor. 

Love-tales have been softly spoken 
Back when there was time to tell; 
Pauses there have been, in token 
Of the trysts you kept so well. 

Dear old bridges, quaintly covered, 
Spanning streams to bear us hence, 
For the long years you have mothered 
Travel, teacli us reverence. 


