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FOR FAMILY FUN 
By CORNELIA M. WILBUR 

SPEAKING from a personal angle, I'm not entirely sorry about this 
business of having to let the family car settle back on its haunches 

for a good long rest. It's as good a time as any for folks to learn what 
a lot of fun there is in walking. I've been trying to tell people for a 
long time that hiking the Long Trail is one form of outdoor recrea
tion that the whole family can do together, old and young , and up to 
now the ones who have listened have been those fortunate enough 
to have made the same discovery. 

In the first place, there 's nothing competitive about it-you can 
set a pace that suits everybody in the family , choose your own 

LAKE PLEIAD 
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distance and do it your own way. And there 
aren' t many parts of the Trail too difficult for 
any age. On the Burlington section's hike to 
Sterling Pond last year the oldest and young
est members of the expedition were a 74-
year-old and his 4-year-old grandson, and 
the same two were among those venturing 
the not-to-be-sneezed-at Wampahoofus Trail 
on this year 's intersectional hike. They didn' t 
hold up the rest of the party, either. The vet
eran spent his spare time finding and chopping 
wood for next-comers at Butler Lodge, while 
the youngest bounced around getting ac
quainted and exploring. 

A valuable aspect of Long Trail vacation
ing, in these times, is the fact that it is not 
necessary to have a car. Before I'm shouted 
down, let me reminisce. When I took my 
first Long Trail hike at the age of five, we went to the starting 
point of the Trail nearest our home, by horse and buggy. Oh, yes , 
there were cars! But we weren't in any hurry , and we got there 
and back all right. The whole family took that kind of vacation 
every summer, and loved it . 

The neighbors used to look wonderingly and a little pityingly 
at the strange creatures who liked to get into old clothes, pack 
things into knapsacks to carry on their backs, and go out into the 
mountains for a week or ten days of camping and hiking, instead of 
going where they could be ' 'comfortable. '' Poor things I The neigh
bors , I mean. 

They never could imagine the thrills there were in padding 
single fil e along the Trail , Dad in the lead to point out things we 



mustn't miss seeing- baby partridges, the different flowers that 
grow in hidden spots, songbirds that stay away from crowded 
places . They never knew the joy of leaving clocks behind, of for~ 
getting that time means anything but time to eat, when you're 
hungry, or to sleep, when you're sleepy; of setting out to climb to 
the top of a mountain in order to marvel at what lies below, instead 
of rushing somewhere just to start for somewhere else; of sitting 
in front of camp as it grows darker, in the sleepy, fragrant quiet of 
the woods, waiting for the flash of white that would mean a deer 
had come to investigate; of making jokes over makeshift dishpans 
and nocturnal prickly visitors; of sitting out under the stars and 
singing, all of you together- all pleasures that anyone could have. 

Try it , as a family unit , and see if you don't have more fun than 
you ever had in your lives, and if you don't like yourselves and each 
other more than you ever did before, because you' re doing some~ 
thing together. You'll get tired, of course, and you'll get soaking 
wet, lots of times. You'll get over it, and I'll bet you'll never catch 
cold- we never did. Even if you have to make yourself be a good 
sport the first time, you'll find it's no effort the second time. The 
particular appeal of the Trail is as strong for old as for young, and 
if you haven't already discovered it, it's easy to find out. 



MY MACHETE 
By w ALDO c. HOLDEN 

AFT.ER an all-too-short vacation in Vermont I have put away my 
machete, freshly sharpened for another day, to return to my 

duties with one of the national war agencies . 
My machete is a wonderful little instrument. On the Trail it is 

fully competent to deal adequately with anything from a Sensitive 
Fern to a stout limb, while at a shelter it serves varied purposes 
from cutting firewood to peeling and slicing tomatoes. The machete 
must be sharp , and as such it is a dangerous weapon. Its usefulness 
on the Trail depends very much on how it is handled. The three 
important points to know are the portions of the blade which are 
to be used for different work, the angle of the blow, and the strength 
applied. Although one of the chief claims to fame for machetes 
generally has been in harvesting sugar cane, they have been used 
increasingly by surveyors for cutting out brush. The fact that they 
now have become established in Vermont was clearly shown when 
two young men recently purchased them at the local hardware 
store to take back to New York as sourvenirs of the state. 

My vacation has given me some opportunity to see some of the 
effects of the war upon the Trail and Trail activities. Hiking has 
fallen off in our section and to some extent the demands of today 
have interfered with Trail maintenance work. Certainly those 
who can get to the Trail are doing so. Labor Day week end found 
Fay Fuller packed , Glastenbury well filled, and Willis Ross filled 
to overflowing. (It must be those Worcesterites.) 

As my own machete is put away lovingly for another day I note 
with much interest that the machete has been adopted as an instru
ment of war. The unwary sentinel caught in a clandestine raid 
must soon regret his unguarded moment if a well-directed machete 
intervenes . 



KEN FISHER 

The usefulness of the machete on the Trail and at war brings to 
mind the other respects in which the GMC is tying in with the 
War program. Last winter some of our members on skis and snow~ 
shoes were scouting the local terrain, cooperating informally with 
the program of the National Ski Patrol. More recently it was voted 
by the GMC to cooperate with the war program of fire prevention. 
A schedule of common carrier approaches to the Trail was pub~ 
lished in the May NEws so that many might be able to reach the 
Trail despite gasoline and tire rationing. 

As the war continues and the demands on all of us increase, the 
Trail and its activities will suffer further impacts , but it will still 
go on from Massachusetts to the Canadian Border. Having been on 
the Trail will mean much to all of us and the knowledge that it is 
still there is bound to help. With decreased hiking and decreased 
maintenance the bushes and .briars may do their damage. But when 
our war is ended my machete and I plan to be back on the Trail. 
Don' t you? 



LONG TRAIL ·PATRqL REPORT FOR 1942 
All requests for LONG TRAIL NEWS articles say "Space is valuable." "Be Brief." "Boil it down." "Throw 

it out." "In brief- be brief." So here is my first attem1 t and it is " by request." -RoY 0 . BucHANAN. 

DATE WORK DONE FROM TO SIZE OF GANG REMARKS 

May 21 Cleared blowdowns End of Road Taylor Lodge 

22 Cut 25 trees Taylor Lodge Bolton Mt. Left 38 trees uncut. 

23 Cleared blowdowns Taylor Lodge -~ 
-·~~~-2-4~- i ~~~C~le_a_r-ed~b-lo-w~d-o-w--n-s~~~~ l~~-B-u_tl_e_r_L_o_d_g_e·~~~ 

Mansfield Forehead 

Taft Lodge 5 -Burl. Section Cleared all trails on Mansfield. 

Cleared blowdowns. All trails Taft to Sterling Pond. Taft Lodge r1. , Sterling Pond 
~~~~~~1~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~1~~~~~~-~~~~---' 1~~~~~~~~~-1-~~~~~-1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--

Cleared blowdowns Sterling Pond Whiteface Shelter 
~~~~~~1~~~~~~~~~-~·~~~~~1~~~~~~~~-~-------' 1~--~~~~~~~-1-~~~~~-1~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~-

June 28 

July 4 

12 

Aug. 8 

9 

Sept. 12 

Cleared blowdowns 

Cleared blowdowns 

Cleared blowdowns 

Cleared blowdowns 

Cleared blowdowns 

Repaired Camps 

Cleared blowdow ns 

Cleared blowdowns 

Installed stove and 
reroofed Barrows 

Around Whiteface 

Shelter 

Camp French 

Taylor Lodge 

Barrows Camp 

Monroe Farm 

Parker Camp 

Ritterbush 

Sterling Pond 

Camp French 

Barrows Camp 

~ Bolton Mt. 

Parker Camp 

Montclair Glen 

I Ritterbush 

Tillotson Camp 

3 

2 

1 and 4 
St. Albans 
·members 

Rain! I!!! I!! 

I hollered "nuf." 

Cut 38 trees above . 

Excuse it, please. 

- -ifi'~ 
•. f: 



AUTUMN HIKE 

FOUR Green Mountain Club sections 
were represented in the State club's 

Third lntersectional Autumn Hike, 
which was held this year on Mt. Mans
field . Present on September i 3 were 
Burlington, 23 members; Killington· 
section (Rutland), i4; St. Albans sec
tion, 4; members-at-large (Morrisville), 
+ Ronald Busse, former vice-president 
and now member of the Army Medical 

Corps , represented the New York section. 
The program, bettered by near perfect hiking weather , was 

directed by Prof. L. B. Puffer, GMC trustee and former president. 
The party hiked from Stevensville to the Club's scenically located 
Mable Taylor Butler lodge, and followed the Long Trail over the 
ridge of Mt. Mansfield to the Chin, highest point in the Green 
Mountain Range- elevation 4393 ft . The return trip to Butler 
Lodge was made by way of Taft Lodge and the Cliff Trail. A side ~ 
trip ended at the Cave of Winds . 

Pride of the Trail, little five-year-old Freddy Mould of Morris
ville , rollicked over Mansfield with the "big fellers" and gave 
everybody the big hand. 

Anticipating the get-together, Prof. R . 0 . Buchanan, trail 
chairman, checked the trail in advance and the group found trail (11 

and lodges in fine condition. 
A group of Burlingtonions and a group from the Rutland section 

spent Saturday night at Butler Lodge. Members coming by train 
were over-night guests at the homes of the Burlington clubsters. 

Outing Chairman Lee Brown was pleased with the turnout , 
considering the gas and tire situation, and avers that many are 
again finding it fun to use the trains . 



A SOLDIER'S DREAM COMES 
TRUE 

HAVING been away from the Green Mountains of Vermont and 
unable to do any mountain climbing for a number of months 

now, I have often thought and perhaps "dreamed" of mountain 
climbing. 

My dream came true recently when I was granted a furlough 
and again visited my old stamping ground, Mt. Mansfield . My first 
impression was that there are not many hikers on the trails these 
days , judging from the overgrown conditions of some of the trails. 
My most lasting impression was that mountain climbing is an 
activity much different from army drill and training hikes . 

Perhaps I overdid a little in taking Cowles cut-off trail, via 
Profanity, to Taft Lodge and in repeating the trip the very next 
day with a light overnight pack. Labor Day week-end weather 
was so attractive that a lover of the trail could not stay in town. Our 
party found Caretaker " Sandy Austin" on duty (although it is 
rumored that he spent considerable time in Underhill) and Taft 
Lodge in fine condition. 

When I am out on my next weekly conditioning hike I shall 
think of our Green Mountain Club trails and wish I was back in 
Vermont hiking with the GMC . 

To those who are fortunate enough to be able to remain at their 
regular jobs and get out on the trail once in a while, in spite of all 
restrictions- let's keep the spirit of the GMC alive and make up 
for all our club shortcomings after the duration. 

K ENNETH B. F1sHER, President of the 
Burlington Section . Currently- Staff 
Sergeant , Finance Office , Dow Field , 
Bangor, Maine. 



ALL TOGETHER 
By LARRY D EAN 

EVERYBODY has or is soon to feel the pinch of this global war , and 
our Club and its Trail are no exceptions . Many are leaving the 

Trail to combat the foes to their way of life. Memberships will 
undoubtedly fall off as money and energies are diverted to the sup~ 
port of the war. Are we who remain behind going to consider the 
Trail and the Club part of the past? 

Are bushes and nettles to choke the Trail for the lack of restraint? 
Are the shelters to fall into disrepair? Orwill we at home keep the 
spirit , keep the faith , do all we can to prevent the entire blotting 
out of the Trail and the total disrepair of the shelters? 



As Club and Section members, all of us have an opportunity to 
show our loyalty and worth, even though we have little time or 
money, by doing what we can to maintain the Club and its Trail. 

In the past our trail and lodge work has been done by a handful 
of workers or by the Patrol. Now many of those are gone. 

The leader of the Long Trail Patrol, Prof. Roy Buchanan, kept 
faith with the former Patrol members now in the service (his son 
among them) by carrying on alone during his limited vacation time 
this past summer. If Roy can carry on with little or no help and a 
cut in funds, so can we. 

Here I am reminded of a construction boss that I once worked 
for. When we had a hard lift to make he, mindful of the ways of a 
group of men, would get down with us and shout at the top of his 
lungs : "Lift, all together- one after another." Let us who remain 
at home get down and lift, but lift all together, so that when the 
boys return they can again find the Trail and lodges inviting. 

KEN FISHER 



THE CALENDAR 

NOVEMBER 11 

NOVEMBER 22 

DECEMBER 12 

DECEMBER 31 

JANUARY 10 

JANUARY 23 

NOVEMBER 15 

DECEMBER 5 

NOVEMBER 1 

NOVEMBER 8 
NOVEMBER 15 

NOVEMBER 21 - 22 

NOVEMBER 22 

NovEMBER 29 

DECEMBER 5-6 

DECEMBER 6 

DECEMBER 12- 13 

DECEMBER 20 

D ECEMBER 27 

DEC. 31-JAN. 3 

NOVEMBER 8 
NOVEMBER 22 

D ECEMBER s 
D ECEMBER 19 

JANUARY 1 

B URLINGTON SECTION 

Camel's Hump 
Cross Country to Brownell Mountain 
Rock Point, Supper Hike and Campfire 
Annual New Year's Eve Reunion, Bolton Lodge 
Annual Meeting . 
Go-to-church Sunday, followed by hike .to East Woods 

KILLINGTON SECTION 

Pine Hill. Dinner at Rocky Pond 
Beechwoo.d. Bring your pictures. Fireplace party in 

evemng 

NEw YORK SECTION 

Trail Clearing , Long Hill 
Midvale to Suffern 
Stockbridge Mountain 
Deer Census Week End, Camp Thendara 
Ramapo Ridge and Lake 
Tiorati to Bear Mountain 
Southfields to Jones Poin t 
Bear Mountain to Jones Point 
AMC Annual Week End at Camp Thendara 
Lichen Trail 
Wyanokie High Point 
Ski Week End 

WoRCESTER SECTION 

Trail Clearing Party , Dr. Cobb's 
Chowder Party, AMC Hut 
Annual Dinner Meeting 
Christmas Party 
New Year's Party 



DANGER Until recently the Burlington hikers had only one First Aider ; 
Larry Dean , to look out for. Now that he has instructed a couple of First Aid 
classes among the section membership there is a great demand for real victims 
to practice on. When a hiker gets hurt up Burlington-way, he wonders whether 
he tripped or was pushed. 

- ~ 

POEM A hiker submits the following lines as expressive of the thrills which 
lure men and women over the rocky trails. He doesn't know the name of the 
poem or its author but judges that "he must have been a 'rich' man of the trail, 
rich in the experiences and love of the outdoors .. " 

Transfused through you, oh Mountain Friends, 
With you my solemn spirit blends, 
And life no more has separate ends . 

I read each misty mountain sign, 
I know the voice of wave and pine. 
I am yours and you are mine. 

Life's burdens fall, its discords cease, 
I am at rest in the release 
Of Nature's own exceeding peace. 

BuRLINGTON SECTION HoNoR RoLL OF MEN IN SERVICE 

Lieut. Chester Buchanan (Foreign service) 
Sgt. Kenneth Fisher 
Pvt. Harry Holden , Jr. 
Pvt. Dick Johns (Foreign service) 
Pvt. Raymond Unsworth 

The cover photo is by 
Elmer F. Turkington 



BLUE, BLAZES 
HA TS OFF to the man who represented the New York Section on the lnter
sectional Hike- Pvt. Ronald Busse, of the Army Medical Corps, Fort Ethan 
Allen. 

BAIT Burlington Section offered board and room to out-of-section hikers 
attending the lntersectional Hike to encourage a goodly turnout . Result, two 
bites. They ate no glass and they found no ticks . 

WILD TO WILDER Roddy Rice, i941 Butler Lodge caretaker, thought 
that playing nursemaid to the Wampahoofus was too wild so he chose to be
come handiman at a prominent girl's camp during the i942 hiking season .. . 
A certain former caretaker is scratching his head in utter wonderment these 
days . 

WATCH FOR the next issue (1942) of the Eastern Amateur Ski Manual . .. 
There may be a GMC sfory in it by a GMCer. 

"THE LITTLE MAN Who Wasn't There"-the i942 Taft Lodge caretaker. 




