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0 PIONEERS~ 

EVERYBODY knows it's more fun to initiate an enterprise than to 
keep it going. There was a zestful thrill for the original Long 

Trail blazers denied the present-day Green Mountain Club members, 
whose only duty is one of maintenance. But is it not true that the 
pioneers were so busy hacking the path through the wilderness that 
they had no occasion to develop side-trail opportunities within the 
Club itself? 

The present Trustees recognize that the development and expan
sion of resources is fully as important as the original ground-breaking. 
And even more productive , if thereby the Club adds to the original 
enthusiasts a' new membership crop . 

Such is the intent behind the report of the Trustee Membership 
Committee, envisioning a three-fold program of Information, Or
ganization, and Direction. This is the program: 

PICO PEAK 
PHOTO by w. w . D EXTER 



To display Club literature (Guide Book, NEws, maps , membership 
applications) in all Vermont hotels , colleges, Y.M.C.A.'s, city in
formation bureaus , the State House , and every Chamber of Commerce; 
in all summer camps in the State and in every shelter on the Long Trail, 
to display at least a printed invitation to join the GMC. 

To revive or re-create inactive Sections, and to take advantage of 
existing nuclei such as ski, garden, _and college clubs, scout and camp 
orgamzat1ons, to organize new um ts. 

To create activities and objectives through definite and varied 
sectional programs, of social and community, as well as trail and 
camp, rn terest. 

The Committee addressed its recommendations to the Trustees, 
but its specific proposals, as phrased by Walter S. Atwood, Chair
man, will apply to every group: 

"If personality and leadership are valuable, along with scholar
ship, what is being done in the colleges to stimulate these qualities? 
Every National Park has its nature and camp leaders. Why not offer 
training for this leadership and tie it in with the Green Mountain 
Club? A start has been made with the Boy Scouts, and it should be 
followed up. 

"The three Sections outside Vermont have definite and varied 
programs of activity . . Each fair sized city in Vermont should have 
similar activities. Start the idea by organizing a party, picnic, or 
lecture, invite in a hundred or so neighbors, charge a fee, and give 
the proceeds to the improvement of some camp or camp-site-then 
invite volunteers to keep the ball rolling. Have more trail trips, 
home parties, strawberry festivals, sugar parties, or suppers, and 
invite the next town to come. 
. "The essence of these suggestions is that the members should 
enjoy the benefits of active leadership in local units, each with a 
varied and printed program of activities, with some competition, 
or cooperation, among the various sections." 

How about it? 



Vermont Winter 

SKIP A_ TH J[N THE 
WJL,DERNE33 

KENNETH B. FISHER 

FOR those who wish to maintain an established distance between 
themselves and the terrain, cross-country skiing is the logical 

extension of hiking. There are many who believe that the popularity 
of alternate soaring and sitz is on the wane, and that skis , like snow
shoes , are to become again a means of travelling from one place to 
another while enjoying what goes on around, rather than beneath, 
you. 

Practical, if farsighted , GMC members maintain that with the 
addition of shun-trails arowad the more precipitous ascents, the Long 
Trail is readily adaptable as a ski trail, linking Vermont's numerous 
ski areas and providing a touring system to rival that in Canada 
between Shawbridge and Mont Tremblant Park. 



Two years ago a sample trail of four or five miles was routed near 
the Long Trail Lodge. With a dependable guide available, it was 
an easy task to assemble groups of eight or ten, at a 50 cent fee which 
included soup and sandwiches. 

Encouraged, the Green Mountain Club at the annual meeting on 
last Memorial Day week end, voted an appropriation to enable the 
Long Trail Patrol, under the direction of Roy Buchanan, to widen 
the Long Trail, clear brush from old wood roads , and where neces~ 
sary make trail detours in order to facilitate the first objective, link~ 
ing the Pico Peak ski area with the Pussin Kill ski area near Brandon, 
Vt. Except for identifying color blazes this work has been com~ 
pleted over a network which now loops Deer Leap Chalet and 
links it with West Bridgewater by way of Killington, and with 
Sherburne, North Sherburne, and Chittenden. Proeosed for future 
development is the trail as far south as the Bromeley area and north 
to Bread Loaf. Long Trail camps and small villages provide readr 
made overnight facilities along the way. 

Meanwhile, at Bread Loaf, the Middlebury College Outing Club 
this fall completed an eight mile crossTountry loop in preparation 
for the I.S.U. meet in the Snow Bowl February 20- 22, and the 
Burlington Section has established a cross~country ski trail from 
Stevensville to Taylor Lodge, blazed in yellow. The U. S. Forest 
Service put in a new trail near Stowe some time ago. 

There may be other areas being adapted to winter needs which 
have not advertised their lures for the ski and snowshoe hiker. They 
might well do so for another season, when motor travel for pleasure 
is out and people learn, of necessity, that nature is a refuge and 
delight the year round. ' 

THE PICTURE on page 5 was taken January l on the Bryant Ski Trails above 
Bolton Lodge. Left to right, David Sullivan, Taylor Lodge caretaker; Gerald 
Grow, Burlington Section vice president; Larry Dean, GMC trustee. 



MY DADDY AND JI: 
By CHARLES fuRDIN 

TODAY's the last day of Hiking for my Daddy and I-, and were sorry 
its all over. We started in at Butler Lodge 10 days ago and will 

leave in a few moments for Jay Peak, Jay Village, New York and then 
home to Virginia Beach. Where Mother will probably give us both 
a good hot bath, burn the smelly clothes we're wearing , and chuck 
us in the ocean to soak until we smell sweet again. 

We have had a marvelous time, though we know we haven't 
made any records for grounds covered, I know we have at having a 
good time. 

"Dad says," we're real Green Mountain Boys , but I don't like the 
way he emphasises "Green." -

He probably is right, however, for it is unlikely that seasoned 
Long Trailers would have all the acheing muscles, breaking backs, 
blistered feet, sweaty clothes that we have accumulated in these ten 
days . Nevertheless we love it and are planning to get ourselves real 
tough, come back again, and make every peak from Mass. to Canada 
say "Uncle." 

During this hike I have seen my first Chipmonk, porkypine, wild 
deer (on Butternut Mountain) fly catcher and song sparrow, grouse, 
eagle, trilium, bunchberry, turtlehead , and many other wonderful 
and thrilling things which I can' t name. 

It has all been a great thrill. A thousands thanks to the G .M.C. 
P.S. And I also wish to say I've liked every person I've met on the 
hike 
P.P.S. I cooked my first meals and daddys still alive. (howmidoin) ! 

From the Jay Camp Register, 1941 . 



By MARIAN BuRHENNE 

T HE Safety Patrol Trophy Committee of U.S.E.A.S.A. unani
mously selected the Mt. Mansfield Ski Patrol to receive the i941 

Safety Patrol award at the annual convention of the Association in 
New York tity, Oct. 25-26. This volunteer organization had 
assumed the burden of responsibility for the safety of the increased 
traffic on Mt. Mansfield trails when a new chair lift was opened last 
year without provision for a ski patrol on the trails it served. 

Rutland, Vt., was selected as the Convention City for i942. f
1 

Hanover and Boston were also in the running, and although a con
vention has never been held in Boston, delegates preferred Rutland. 

It was decided to hold the U.S.E.A.S.A. Jumping, Cross
Country, and Combined Championships permanently at Gilford, 
beginning in i943, and upon the recommendation of the Jumping 
and Cross-Country Skiing Committee the delegates voted to lower 
the age limit for the Veteran Class from 35 to 32. A large number of 
the delegates attended a very interesting discussion of the various 
proficiency tests of the U.S.E.A.S.A., presided over by Percy T. 
Olton, Jr. 

Alex Bright of Franconia recon;imended that a men's downhill 
team race be held annually at Franconia. He felt that a team race on 
the same trail year after year would help eliminate the dangers of 
downhill skiing. The delegates decided to hold such a race this year 
at Franconia and a committee was appointed to investigate the 
desirability of staging this race at Franconia in successi_ve years. 

The Army·film, "Basic Principles of Skiing ," was shown by Mr. 
John Tappan, representing the Federal Government. Mr. Tappan 
discussed the Army's methods of training men in ski warfare as they 
are being practiced at Fort Lewis in Was.hington. Skiers desiring 



information on this ski unit should communicate with the National 
Ski Patrol, Room 222, Graybar Building, N . Y. C . 

The nominating committee pres~nted for election Dr. R . S. 
Elmer, president; Douglas Burchett, first vice president; L. E . 
Briggs , second vice president; Margaret J. Neyland, secretary and 
assistant treasurer, and Harry G . Pollard, Jr., treasurer . The con
vention accepted this report and the report of nominations for 
delegates and alternates to the National Convention. 

A cocktail party given by the New York ski clubs for the dele
gates was a great success . The excellent photographic exhibit of 
snow and ski pictures was most interesting to both skiers and non
skiers . 

The Convention, presided over by Dr. Elmer, like all other 
gatherings of skiers, was an enthusiastic affair-with a willingness 
to "get down to business" when vital issues came up . Everyone is 
looking forward to next year at Rutland. 

N_ew Y ear' s Eve at Bolton Lod,ge 



THE SECTIONS 

I F the editor's mail bag is any indication, the most active Section in 
the Club centers in Worcester, with New York a close second. 

Does distance lend enchantment to the Green Mountains, or do 
Vermonters just do more than they tell? The mountains gave the 
Club its original impetus and raison d'etre, but it looks as if you didn't 
have to climb, or even, see one, to keep the spirits bubbling. 

New York has made outing plans (more or less tentative where 
they depend on weather conditions) for as far ahead as Decor a ti on 
Day, and we include the most definite in the Calendar. The Section 
entertained Appalachian Mountain Club members at Camp Then
dara over the week end of Dec. 13. 

Worcester hasn't planned so far ahead, but may be counted upon 
for something special about twice a month. Most recently, there was 
the annual dinner meeting in the Crystal ballroom of a local hotel 
Dec. 6 , with John Vandell, GMC trustee , New England Trail 
Conference chairman, and LONG TRAIL NEws photographer extra
ordinary, as speaker; a Christmas party Dec. 20 , featuring the ex
change of ten cent gifts and priceless poesy; a New Year party from 
noon to dawn, to which guests brought food and cooking utensils 
for as many meals as they planned to eat; and on Jan. 1 r18 , an 80-
mile round trip to Temple, N . H ., for skiing or hiking as the elements 
permitted. 

So active separately, the two sections found time to get together 
at Jug End Barn, So. Egremont, Mass., for their annual week-end 
reunion on Oct. 25- 26 . GMC President and Mrs. Holden were 
there, as well as Worcester President Alan W. Gormley and New 
York President Alexander W. Burkhardt. A hike on Jug End Moun
tain, a visit to Bash Bish Falls and to Mt. Everett, were among the 
activities taking up most of the daylight hC'urs. Saturday night the 
square dances and Virginia reels kept "all hands around" for several 
hours. 



Bennington Section held a reunion supper, Dec. 28, for the special 
benefit of members and friends home for the vacation. Their annual 
meeting, Jan. 21, featured some rousing ski moving pictures and a 
talk on safety and skiing by John Perry of the National Ski Patrol. 

Burlington Section greeted i 942 from Bolton Lodge in their 
traditional fashion. Snow was scarce on the lower slopes, but next 
morning ski enthusiasts found excellent conditions on the Bryant 
trails, two and one-half miles above the Lodge. Fifteen days later 
they assembled again for the annual meeting and supper in town. 

The diversity of recent Sectional activities beyond indoor meet
ings and outdoor excursions is indicated under Blue Blazes. Seem
ingly there is little a group of kindred souls cannot undertake
and accomplish. 

FEB. 13 

THE CALENDAR 
Annual New York Section dinner and dance, Hotel ,Penn
sylvania. 

FEB. 14- 15 Bennington-Worcester get-together at Bennington. 

FEB. 20- 22 Intercollegiate Ski Union Meet , Bread Loaf Snow Bowl. 

FEB. 21- 22 New York Section ski trip to Salisbury Mills or the Catskills, 
depending on the snow. Walter Roessler, leader. 

Feb. 28- Mar. 1 GMC Ski Round-Up at the Long Trail Lodge. Larry 
Dean, ski chairman. 

MAR. 12- 15 Ninth Annual Recreation Conference and Exhibition, Mass. 
State College, Amherst. · 

New York Section canoe cruise on the Ramapo. Walter 
Roessler, leader. 

New York Section canoe cruise on the Delaware. Donald 
Gates, leader. 

Dates subject to change without notice from the NEws. 



THE SONG OF THE 
PORCUPINE 

Nothing to fear wherever I go, 
It's my own good time, if I do seem slow, 
And I am not trying to make a show, 

So I do whatever I please. 
My teeth are strong and my wants are few , 
And who else cares what I try to do , 
There is all the bark that I want to chew, 

For the woods are full of trees . 

Clambering, clambering over the stumps, 
With my rolling gait and my clumsy jumps , 
For I am the boy with the long, sharp spines 
That save the lives of porcupines . 

The bears and wildcats let me be, 
One clash is enough with a chap like me , 
So I roam the forests far and free, 

With my small complaining voice. 
But I'm not complaining of anything, 
It is only the way I try to sing. 
In fact I'm a kind of woodland king , 

For I do what I do from choice. 

Nobody ever bothers me, 
They move aside and let me be, 
And life moves on to its prickly goal, 
In the woods where the hedgehogs love to stroll. 

HORACE E. HILDRETH 



Lower Bridge, Fairfax EDMUND HOMER ROYCE 

The Covered Bridge by Herbert Wheaton Congdon and Edmund 
Homer Royce, Stephen Daye Press . $3 .50. 

Although bridge building before i850 was an empiric craft 
rather than an exact science, the men who in the early nineteenth 
century erected Vermont's covered bridges "by guess and by gosh" 
are now classed by modern engineers among the empire builders. It 
was something in itself to span a mountain stream or rocky gulch, 
but to construct a bridge of native timbers to endure the weight of 
snows , the force of gales, the jarring of rural traffic for a century or 
more, is a feat deserving of highest praise. 

Mr. Congdon, long a trustee of the Green Mountain Club and 
author of Old Vermoiit Houses, has produced a volume in which these 
builders finally receive their due, as a class and as individuals . As an 
architect, the author has analyzed the factors of durability as well 
as of picturesqueness in their handiwork. The text is beautifully 
illustrated with ioo photographs from the camera of Mr. Royce , 
whose lifetime hobby they represent , and by a number of structural 
diagrams. Sprightly anecdotes and the crisp format take the volume 
out of the text book class and into the realm of true delight . 



STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., 
REQUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 191?., AND 

MARCH 3, 1933 

Of Long Trail News published quarterly at Rutland, Vermont, for October, 1941. 
State of Vermont } 
County of Rutland ss. 
Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and county aforesaid, personally appeared Lula 
M. Tye, who, having been duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that she is the Business 
Manager of the Long Trail News and that the following is, to the best of her knowled~e and belief, 
a true statement of the ownership, management (and if a daily paper, the circulation), etc., of the 
aforesaid publication for the date shown in the above caption, required by the Act of August 24, 
1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, embodied in section 537, Postal Laws and Regula
tions, printed on the reverse of this form, to wit: 1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, 
editor, managing editor, and business managers are: Publisher, Green Mountain Club, Inc., 
Rutland, Vermont; Editor, Elizabeth Bradstreet Walsh, Middlebury, Vermont; Managing 
Editor-, Business Managers, Lula M. Tye, Rutland, Vermont. 2. That the owner is: (If owned 
by a corporation, its name and address must be stated and also immediately thereunder the names 
and addresses of stockholders owning or holding one per cent or more of total amount of stock. If 
not owned by a corporation, the names and addresses of the individual owners must be given. If 
owned by a firm, company, or other unincorporated concern, its name and address, as well as 
those of each individual member, must be given.) Green Mountain Club, Inc., Rutland, Vermont; 
Waldo C. Holden, President, Bennington, Vermont ; E . A. Boyce, Treasurer, Proctor, Vermont. 
3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding 1 per 
cent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: (If there are none, so 
state.) None, 4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names of the owners, stock
holders, and security holders, if any, contain not only the list of stockholders and security holders 
as they appear upon the books of the company but also, in cases where the stockholder or security 
holder appears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the 
name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, is given; also that the said two 
paragraphs contain statements embracing affiant 's full knowledge and belief as to the circum
stances and conditions under which stockholders and security holders who do not appear upon 
the book<> of the company as trustees, hold stock and securities in a capacity other than that of a 
bona fide owner; and this affiant has no reason to believe that any other person, association, or 
corporation has any interest direct or indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other securities than as 
so stated by him. 

L ULA M. TYE 
(Signature of business manager.) 

Sworn to and subscribed before me th is 2nd day of October, 1941. 
(Seal.) 

H. E. S1'AFFORD 

(My commission expires Feb. 9th, 1943.) 



BLUE BLAZES 
SERVICE Worcester Section is sending each of its boys in uniform something 
to eat, read, or otherwise enjoy , each month. Moreover, the Section's Hospitality 
Committee has devised a plan for keeping GMC boys in the armed forces in 
touch with the home front. Each member is enlisted to write a monthly card or 
letter, taking the boys in rotation. Other clubs wishing to initiate a similar 
service may write Jessie Phillimore, Chairman, 504 Pleasant Street, Worcester. 

PHOTOS Killington Section , now numbering 63 members, is awarding a 
prize for the best snapshots taken on scheduled hikes during the year . The NEWS 
will publish the prize winner in a later issue, ·and is always open to first rate 
photographs from GMC members. 

DON'T FORGET . . . The GMC Ski Round-Up at the Long Trail Lodge on 
the week end of Feb. 28- March 1 . .. to reserve the date and then keep it ... 
the swell time we had last year at the Lodge and that we promise a better time 
this year . . . that we can offer you skiing on Pico Ski Slope or a fine cross-country 
trip on the Club's new cross-country ski trail. 

AUTHOR Charles Hardin of Virginia Beach, Va . , wrote from the heart and 
not for publication when he pencilled in the Jay Camp Register last August 23rd 
the record of the ten-day tramp with his father which we have reproduced 
pu1ictatim et verbatim. We hope Charles doesn't mind our thus making him author 
of the month. Certainly he has said for all Long Trailers what they wish they 
could say for themselves. And everybody will applaud the day those peaks 
capitulate. Come soon, Charles. We want to know you better. 

DELEGATE The U.S.E.A.S.A. Convention in October, reported by 
Marian Burherme, Was the first to include a GMC representative. The dele
gate, Miss Burhenne. 



BIRTHDAY Burlington Section members feted Professor Roy 0. Buchanan, 
Long Trail Patrol boss, on his birthday anniversary at a campfire picnic supper 
in Rock Point Woods, on Dec. lJ. Individual candlelighted cakes were held 
high by the participants as they sang Happy Birthday and He's a] oily Good Fellow. 
From the woods the group retired to former GMC President L.B. Puffer's to 
see colored slides, listen to a poem by Professor Puffer dedicated to Roy. Mrs. 
Puffer served a birthday cake and refreshments to the group. Some are asking 
how old Roy is . Well, a lot of us will have quit chopping long ago when we 
reach an equal milestone in our lives. 

ANNOUNCING the installation of a new stove, complete with oven, at 
Willis Ross Camp! Weight , around i30 lbs. Arrived via rubber-tired wheel
barrow on Saturday evening, November 8 , and was connected early Sunday 
morning. The installers, several Worcester Section members and friends, tried 
out the oven by baking gingerbread, and testify that stove and gingerbread were 
an unqualified success. Two gallons of sweet cider were used to "toast" the 
arrival of the stove at camp after a somewhat arduous trip in from the Grout Job. 

FIRST AID The Burlington Section is sponsoring a standard 20-hour Red 
Cross First Aid Class with Larry Dean and Janice Byington serving as instruc
tors. Larry is also conducting a Ski First Aid Class in the town. 

SKI PATROL The Bennington Section is cooperating with the local company 
of the State Guard in the formation of a Ski Patrol for the area. GMC skiers who 
are also members of the State Guard or its Reserve will prepare themselves to 
assist in winter maneuvers of the Guard or in any winter emergency which may 
arise,-probably by liaison work and, Heaven forbid, guerrilla raids on enemy 
communication lines . The Guard has turned over a room in the Armory for Patrol 
meetings. Philip Linde, a member of the Section' s Ski Committee, heads the 
Patrol. 

RECREATION Mountaineering Section of the 3-day Recreation Conference 
at Amherst is slated for March i4, and will include the annual meeting of the 
New England Trail Conference, with John Vandell, chairman, in the morning, 
and Cleveland Grant's famous colored movies of game birds in the afternoon. 
The evening session starts with supper at six. 

The cover photo of KILLINGTON PEAK FROM 

Pico CAMP is by R. M. Damora, 
Long Trail Lodge. 




