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TRAIL BELLHOP 
By :0ANE SHORTSLEEVE 

THE caretaker's job- or rather his season- begins about the first of 
July when he finds himself alone for perhaps the first time in his 

life- miles from the nearest house and telephone, and destined to be 
completely on his own for two months . The first two or three days 
are spent in good old-fashioned house cleaning from floor to rafters: 
under the bunks as well as the bunks themselves, cupboards, stove , 
and every last corner , where a mouse may have wintered , or a porky 
indulged in a chaw. The mattresses are aired in the sun , and wood 
rustled up ; that means good wood , for on arrival one expects to find 
only a meagre supply of wet birch. After gathering and bucking a 
goodly quantity of rock maple , the caretaker is faced with the prob-
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lem of outside cleaning around the lodge: cutting grass, cleaning the 
spring, placing Trail signs, and clearing trail of dead wood felled by 
the winter. 

After the first few days, the caretaker just has to settle down to a 
summer's routine. Besides the daily wood-gathering and cleaning, a 
good supply of water has to be kept in stock, blankets aired, and the 
lodge in good shape for hikers of all types. Aside from his duties at 
the Trail lodge there is time for hikes over the mountain trails . And 
plenty of rainy days may be counted on for reading books and cooking 
appetizers for a change. Frequent hikes to the village for mail and 
camp supplies break the monotony of a long spell of inclement 
weather when Lodge visitors are few. 

An occasional visit from a neighboring caretaker is a welcome 
occasion for swapping notes and comparing observations. Long 
after you have passed on over another peak and to another lodge, the 
impressions you left behind are quietly recalled, your stories passed 
on to be swapped for new ones , and the candy bar you left on the 
bunk appreciatively munched . 

One would expect to find Long Trailers more alike, but they are 
really all different. The principal things they have in common are a 
love of the great out-of-doors, a yen for unspoiled nature , a friendly 
feeling for their fellow Trail lovers , and usually an appetite to be 
proud of In types they range from cub Scouts to members of Moun
tain Climbing Clubs from far off sections of the country. 

In helping to find storage space for packs and equipment, no one 
has a better opportunity to take note on carry-alls than the caretaker. 
The varieties of packs are innumerable : compact trapper 's outfits , · 
complicated canvas jo~s, blanket rolls , and all styles of pack 
baskets. For sleeping some depend on renting blankets at lodges 
where nightfall overtakes them, while others carry their many-fold 
light weight sleeping bags , and occasionally a neophyte appears 
with a sleeping outfit the size of a beauty-rest mattress . 
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There is ample time, too, during the summer, for close study of 
bird life: frequent glimpses of a partridge or a pheasant among the 
thick trees and brush of the unspoiled mountain sections, and 
identifying the calls of birds , the blue jay and the sweet song of the 
Hermit thrush mingling with the music of a mountain rill. And the 
caretaker 's job also offers a rare opportunity for practice of Boy 
Scout lore. 

One can recall quiet nights lying in his bunk when the only 
sounds breaking the silence of the mountains were the screech owls 
calling back and forth across the valley and other nights when the 
roar of wind and rain in the forest made the lodge seem like a parlor 
in the wilderness. Climbers come and go , but the real thrills of the 
Green Mountains belong to the caretakers who spend a full season 
living among the woods , alone or with company. 

BatteH Shelter Trail in Spring 
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NIGHT HIKING 
By ROBERT c. ANDERSON 

ONE does not hike on the Trail at night to get somewhere, but to 
become better acquainted with the woods and the night. It 

may be a short stroll from the camp base in a secluded black wood 
where the only way of keeping to the Trail is feeling for the beaten 
path, or it may be a longer walk to a lookout or mountain peak. But 
before advocating night hiking the warning must be sounded that 
this is no time for heroics or foolhardiness ; three steps in the wrong 
direction and you may be completely lost . But if night trips are taken 
experimentally and with forethought , they will open up a whole 
new approach to the Trail and the mountains. 

Evening hiking usually catches the forest or hills still warm with 
the day's heat . The life of the woods is yet squirming in its bed, dog
like, to comfort its sleep. Only the nocturnal animals are arousing 



an:d tensing relaxed limbs. Nothing so tones the woods , meadows, 
and distant views as a blue moon literally bathing the land. Your 
senses of hearing and smelling are accentuated, while your eyes be
come lesser than these . The perfume of the evergreens and flowers 
suffuse through the quiet air . Yet it is not silent. It is an emptiness of 
usual sounds , that increase a millionfold the smaller, finer voices of 
the woods: frogs in a marsh , wings touching leaves , cracklings where 
startled animals take to cover. 

One of the best places to be on a clear evening is the top of a rocky 
or bare mountain: Mansfield, Lincoln, or Glastenbury. From Mans
field, Burlington looks like a large bottle of fireflies that somehow 
form patterns oflines. From Lincoln, one sees the lights of ore mills 
across Lake Champlain flutter in the gulf of the night . From Glasten
bury, blue smoke appears to rise from the hillocks that form the floor 
of the darkness . 

The hour of dark before dawn is as different on the mountains as 
late afternoon is different from noon. No one can fully appreciate the 
dawn, without having experienced the hour before it . Greeting the 
day as the sun pushes over .the horizon is entirely inadequate; that 
moment is the climax, but grander by far is the change of the world 
before that takes place. The hour before dawn is deep . The noises of 
the woods are really subdued and there is little warmth to convey 
their odors. The cold stalks through to lay its heavy hand. Then, the 
mood is replaced by a restlessness , a barely noticeable differentiation 
of time by the wood-life. It knows the day is fast approaching. The 
wind freshens and blows out the stars in the east. The horizons of 
hills focus in sharp outline. All the colors except blue pour out from 
the palette of the day. Rosy-fingered dawn comes as Homer knew it. 

You may balk at the idea of arising at three A. M. to heave on 
your pack and start your travels, but there is a fine treat in store. You 
will attach a new significance to those hours when practically all 
other living things sleep . Because you will hold communion with the 
inanimate, you will also keep a thread flung to the infinite qualities 
of the universe . -

- -~~~ 



For the average Trailer the most feasible time to be abroad is on a 
moonlit evening, but even then , the best of flashlights , a bit of food, 
matches, and an extra jack et are necessary. Of course, conditions will 
be favorable to such hiking only a few days in the month , when the 
moon is full or nearly so . Very likely , the nights you have planned 
for will be cloudy. However , keep in mind , that as the night wears 
on there is a strong tendency that any heavy cloudiness will thin out 
and light mists will dissolve altogether. Two fellows once dove into 
a dense fog while climbing Mt. Marcy one very damp and very uw 
comfortable evening. It took some time and no little effort to reach 
the top, with visibility but a few isolated feet, even with the use of 
powerful hand lights . The moon was full somewhere above all that, 
they knew. At two A. M. the clouds broke up leaving the mountain 
clean and clear. The moon cast a pale sheen on the clouds below, and 
made the jagged ranges stand out in sharp relief. The stars had a hard 
time trying to pierce the brilliance of that scene. To the north were a 
series of enormous transluscent greenish curtains of northern lights 
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·shimmering and opening upon yet more varied and colored stages. 
The two remained on top all night, forgetting sleep, unmindful of 
the chill wind that spoke before morning, recognizing nothing but 
the immensity of the cool, silent, wild spaces towering about them. 
They watched the night melt before the heat and early luminescent 
glow of day. As the sun advanced , the temperature rose. The clouds 
lifted, to engulf the lower ranges like morning-tinted waves folding 
over wet, black coastal rocks . With real day the clouds once more 
swallowed up the two. They left the mountain in as much mist as 
they had ascended it . 

Such an experience, or any of the less spectacular ones , could be 
duplicated, with favorable weather and congenial phases of the 
moon, almost anywhere in the Green Mountains . All in all nocturnal 
prowling remains a precious treat , not to be overindulged in; but 
quietly pursued , as the bobcat pursues a fleeting deer . 



"FOOTPATH IN THE 
WILDERNESS" 

FOR Long Trailers the big literary event of i941 will be the 
publication of "Footpath in the Wilderness" - the fost full

length book on the Long Trail. The volume is on the press now and 
publication date will be early in June. 

Not only is the book going to be informative and entertaining , but 
it is handsomely designed with a beautiful two-color jacket, a khaki 
binding to match the color scheme of your camp outfit , and a two
tone title page incorporating a map which shows the location of the 
Long Trail lodges . There are about one hundred illustrations, in
cluding four pages of winter scenes and winter sports on the Trail, 
animals ranging from porkies to deer , a set of Green Mountain lakes, 
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favorite flowers, a dozen photographs of geologic interest, including 
one of Greenland which pictures as accurately as anyone can guess 
just what Vermont looked like during the Ice Age, a story in pictures 
of the building of the Trail, a good representation of the lodges and 
shelters , and a photographic account of an overnight expedition. 
The two prize scenes are aerials taken by George Lathrop specially 
for the volume. He borrowed a plane late in the winter and braved 
the air currents that swoop around Lincoln Mountain to get some 
of the grandest snow scenes that have ever been taken from above 
Vermont 's sky line . 

The surprise chapter is James Taylor 's story of how the Long 
Trail actually came to be . It's a story that has never been told before
not even by Jim. The chapters by ex-mountaineer Charles Crane , by 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Senator Aiken, and Captain Congdon all 
have the individual literary charm that has distinguished them as 
Vermont writers . Wallace C ady, who is just finishing up a doctor 's 
thesis on Green Mountain and Champlain Valley geology, stepped 
down from his academic pedestal long enough to talk rocks in lay
man's language, and hereafter more eyes will see things they haven't 
seen before. The latest panorama of the Trail is provided by Robert 
Anderson who hiked from Williamstown to Journey's End late last 
summer on a research trek , and Professor Brown's chapter on Winter 
Sports answers a lot of questions that haven't appeared on paper 
before. 

The response of Long Trail members even surpassed expectations 
in submitting advance subscriptions. Over four hundred copies of 
the book have to date been ordered. The book- particularly on ac
count of the many illustrations- has been expensive to produce, but 
estimates look now as though ends would be met and eventually 
funds left over for some Long Trail project . Thanks to you. 



BLUE BLAZES 
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS Miss Alice R . Allan, 206 Midland Avenue, 
Montclair, N .]., New York Section; Louis B. Puffer, 1 76 Loomis Street, Burling
ton , Burlington Section; Miss Frances Green, SS Holman Street, Shrewsbury , 
Mass., Worcester Section; Waldo Holden, Box 349, Bennington , Bennington 
Section; William T. MacCallum, 88 Congress Street, St. Albans, St. Albans 
Section; Mrs. C. S. Perkins , 129 Bellevue Avenue, Rutland, Killington Section. 

SWANSONG The present Editor has to bid at least temporary farewell with 
this issue. The question of who is to carry on hasn ' t yet been determined, but for 
the aid of a future editor, the following notes are passed on. Publication dates 
are August 1st, November 1st, February 1st, and May 1st. All of the articles for 
the respective issues and as many of the notes as possible should be seasonal ma
terial. The Green Mountain Club wants to look forward rather than backward. 

Winter sports stories have lost much of their interest by May and articles on 
flowers are more appropriate for spring and summer than in winter. The News is 
very cramped for space. Tell your story in fifty words rather than five hundred. You 
probably have more time to do the compressing than the editor has. Particularly 
the News needs "Blue Blazes"- very brief items with a humorous twist. Already 
it may be foreseen that sections are going to compete with one another for more 
and longer "Blue Blazes," but before you prepare sectional news , ask yourself 
whether it is going to be of interest to Trailers in Cambridge, Vermont , as well 
as Trailers in Cambridge, Mass . Wouldn't your section bulletin be the best 
place for it? Whoever takes over the uneasy editorial chair will want brevity 
and wit. The N ews is your magazine. Everyone should be counted on for doing 
his part in preparing copy of interest both to himself and to the hundreds of other 
readers . 

ANNUAL MEETING May 31 is the date scheduled for the annual meeting o: 
the Green Mountain Club. Place: Long Trai l Lodge. Time: 11 : oo a. m. Programf 
business, dinner, hiking. It's on Memorial Day week end with three full days 
leave from business. The upper reaches of the Trail will be in full spring bloom, 
and the bugs won't have hatched. Everybody is invited to forget war, politics , 
strikes, and the stock market and register at the Lodge. 
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THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT to the By-Laws has been presented, 
and notice is hereby given that it will be voted on at the Annual Meeting on May 
Jl. It is proposed to amend Sect. 4, Art. VI to read: "Thirty cents per member 
of the contributions received by a section for the calendar year shall be sent to the 
treasurer of the corporation." The present assessment is twenty cents, and the 
increase is needed to help meet the cost of the improved Long Trail News . The 
Trustees, at their meeting on April 12, recommended the adoption of this 
amendment. 

MEMBERSHIP PICK-UP Club Secretary, Miss Tye, reports that boosts for 
the new format of the N_ews still come in- also cash receipts. To the prettier N_cws 
she attributes a dozen and a half new members to date . 

EMBLEMS For thirty cents the Club Secretary will supply members with the 
Green Mountain Club emblems designed to be worn on sleeves or front. It's 
guaranteed to grace any garment, and besides is very useful in identifying your
self as a member of the Club. Many a hiker attributes a fast friendship , picked up 
en route, to this identificatioi;. 
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HIKING ON SKATES The New York Section reports the invention of a new 
type of bushwhacking- on skates . Members found a place where the Passaic River 
had flooded adjacent landscape and they took to woods and cornfields in the Hans 
Brinker manner. 

KILLINGTON WEEK END A tale seasoned with hoar frost and liniment 
comes from Killington Section members who met with Taconic Club hikers 
February 22nd for a week end at Tucker Lodge. Skiers and snowshoers chose 
their own diversions, some hiking to the crest of Pico, others to Killington "on 
all fours," and still others skiing at Pico. All reported "unseasonably mild 
weather," but a biting wind that helped to accent an exciting and exhausting 
week end. 

TRAIL CLEARING In April, the Worcester Section cleared several miles 
of the Mid-s tate Trail, north of Mt. Wachusett, as part of a Sunday hike, and in 
May, Louis Bigelow will lead the annual Work Party to Stratton Pond to put 
that trail in condition and to cut new trails. 

TO ARMS Military duties have claimed two active members of the Worcester 
Section. ist. Lieutenant Ross Whitehead, a Reserve Officer in the Ordnance 
Department , is stationed at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. Lieutenant 
White is a former president of the Section. Frederic Cook, a private stationed at 
Camp Edwards, was recently chosen for a year of Selective Service. 

BLUE BLAZE Somebody wanted to know if an lntersectional Outing was 
one open to both sexes. 



N. Y. ELECTIONS The Annual Meeting of the New York Section was held 
at Stouffer's Restaurant on March 28th . Mrs. Laura Woodward Abbott, a 
charter member and former president of the Section, told some interesting 
recollections of Professor Monroe and his cabin at Wyanokie and described the 
trips taken by the New York group in the early days before walks became hikes. 

A new Constitution , over which Otto Semonsen's .Committee toiled all 
winter, was adopted unanimously, to the delight and surprise of its authors. The 
following officers were elected for the corning year:-

Alexander Burkhardt, President; Ronald Busse, Vice-President; Marjorie 
Choate, Secretary; C larence W. Webb, Treasurer ; Astrid Lier, Trustee. 

In the intervals of ea ting and business, the 1o1 guests and their members sur
veyed the exhibition of paintings, sketches, and photographs, all the work of 
members, which adorned the walls . Many of the pictures showed a great deal 
of talent and technical skill and the humble unartistic among the groups won
dered apprehensively if the nex t requirement for membership in the New York 
Section would be the submission of a portrait in oils, an Arabian Nights sketch, 
or a photograph of ski tracks in the High Sierras. 

THE ANNUAL lntersectional Ski Outing , held at the new Deer Leap Lodge 
on tbe week end of March i - 2, was attended by more than thirty representatives 
from five different sections. About half the skiers were on snowshoes, and every
body had a swell time. Nex t year the attendance should be at least doubled, even 
if Grover Wright does have to tear his hair to find room for so many. His hospi
tality was one of the high lights of the outing. 
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NEW YORK MEETING Bradford Washburn spoke on "Mountaineering in 
Alaska" at a meeting of the New York Section held at the Museum of Natural I; 

History on January 1 oth. He described his ascent of Mount Bertha and showed j 
some very fine slides and moving pictures ... . F lowers and red hearts were the I 
order of the evening at the Annual Dinner and Dance which took place at the 
Hotel Pennsylvania on St. Valentine's night. There were the usual round dances I 
and square dances led by a caller. The hundred or so members and their guests J 

agreed that the dance was one of the best they had ever attended. 



COOPER LODGE There will be a caretaker in charge of the Cooper Lodge 
on Killington from the last of June to the first of September. Hikers will be asked 
to pay a small fee for use of the Lodge. Blankets may be rented for ten cents each 
and some food may be purchased. DuringJune,July ,andAugust of i940 over 200 
hikers stayed over night at Cooper Lodge. New signs are being made under the 
supervision of President C . Gaskell of the Killington Section , to be placed at 
various approaches to Killington . These signs will give information to the hiker 
in regard to accommodations at Cooper Lodge. 

THE AUTUMN Joint Combined Consolidated lntersectional Outing will be 
held at Stratton Pond, on Sunday, Sept. 7 , with the Bennington and Worcester 
Sections as hosts. Further details will appear later, but mark the date on your 
calendar now. 

IT WAS SUGGESTED at the Trustees meeting in April th ~ t the club make 
some award for hiking or mountaineering accomplishment, but the nature of the 
award and the degree of accomplishment required to earn it were not decided. 
Suggestions from members would be welcomed by the officers of the club . 

TRAIL IN MURAL While a long convalescence has kept Duane Sprague from 
active biking , it has only served to transfer his Long Trail interest to another 
medium. This winter he has painted murals around the basement recreation room 
at his home , depicting various Trail views. Stratton Pond, Little Rock Pond, a 
view of Lake Willoughby, and a brook scene near Bourne Pond are included iii 
the more than fifty lineal feet of Vermont scenes . 

SUGARING-OFF Seventy-five members and guests of the Worcester Section 
attended the annual Sugaring-Off Party on March 28, held this year at Leicester 
Federated Church. A visit to a sugar house in operation as well as supper with 
the traditional sugar-on-snow were the features of the day. 

MR. FRITZ VON BRIESEN, long a friend and supporter of the Green Moun-' 
tain Club and donor of the Fay Fuller Camp , in memory of his wife , died in 
New York on March 7. 

G.M.C. BUTTONS For those who prefer buttons to felt insignia , the 
Worcester Section has designed a neat celluloid G.M.C . insignia which can be 
obtained from Pearle E . Clarke, 24 Oread St ., Worcester , Mass. , for five cents 
plus postage, or eight cents , or if a Section wants to stock up on them, the price 
is $2.50 per hundred. 

This is the season when gifts for 

trail work will not be refused. 




