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THE ANNUAL MEETING 

For the first time under our amended 
By-Laws, the Annual Meeting of the 
Green Mountain Club, to which all 
its members are most cordially invited, 
will be held at the Long Trail Lodge 
on "the Saturday nearest May 30," 
-that is, on Saturday, June 1st, 1940. 
The annual meetings in 1938 and '39 
were called for the second Saturday 
in January, and, by pre-arrangement, 
adjourned to the Memorial Day week
end, but this year such a procedure 
is unnecessary. The meeting will be 
called to order at 11 a. m., and, as 
many of those attending will doubtless 
be combining business with pleasure, 
an effort will be made to expedite the 
transaction of the formal business of 
the meeting. This does not mean that 
important matters, and there are some 
to come up, will be slighted, but rather 
that no more time will be wasted than 
seems necessary to keep everyone in 
good humor. There will be brief reports 
from the sections, the standing and 
special committees, the treasurer and 
perhaps others, with general discussion 
of some of them. A clerk and fifteen 
other trustees are to be elected, under 
our amended rules, which provide that 
five shall be elected for three years, 
five for two, and five for one year. 
Hereafter, each annual meeting will 
elect five trustees, to serve for a term 
of three years. Other matters of interest 
will doubtless be brought up and 
discussed. 

This meeting may provide, for many 
members, their first opportunity to 
inspect the new Deer Leap Lodge, 
built last fall across the highway from 
Long Trail Lodge, and designed for 
summer and winter occupancy. All 
will be interested too to hear the report 
on the operation of this lodge during 
the past winter. In it, the club has 
invested more money than it possesses, 
so the success of the new lodge is a 
necessary condition for the solvency 
of the club. 

For this reason alone, and of course 
there are many others, there should be 
a very large attendance at the meeting. 
Those planning to stay over the week
end at the Lodge should make reserva
tions in advance-write to the manager, 
Mr. Grover Wright, and tell him 
what you would like. In a word,
write Wright right now. 

SPECIAL RATES TO MEMBERS 

A Special Rate has been quoted to induce 
more members to turn out for the Annual Spring 
Meeting. 

Including Saturday noon luncheon thru Sun
day noon dinner (4 meals and lodging), the week
end rate to members will be $4. 50, for non
members $5. 00. 

The mt1.nagenHmL plans o ace :rnmodate all 
membe\· in he new De r Leap Lodge which 
will b tLttrac ively fumi heel fo1· t11e oprning 
of this season. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE PRESENT BY-LAWS 
TO BE VOTED ON AT THE ANNUAL MEETING 

JUNE 1, 1940 

1. Change the word "dues" to "contribution." 
2. Add another Section to Article I., to read: 
"The Corporation and Sections may admit Jun
ior Members under 18 years of age, whose annual 
contribution shall be $1. 00." 
3. "Retiring Trustees shall be ineligible to 
election for o,u~., year " 

The !!! 3 amendment will become effective 
after the Annual Election on June 1, 1940. 

lMEMBERSHIP 

For the past ten years the member
ship of the Green Mountain Club 
has been gradually declining. This is 
particularly true of t.he meml er.·hip 
at large, on whi h he sta.t club depends 
for the greater pai: or it8 ir ·ome. I 
is this income Lha maintain · our effi
cient Long Trail Patrol, builds a ne~ 
cabin or two each season, and sends 
you the Long Trni l New . Two q ue-tion 
at once ug.gest ·hem elve, . Why with 
general jnter ·t in hiking and outdoor 
recreatio1 in •ren fog, as it s em to be 
is our membership falling off; and what 
can be done to reverse this tendency? 
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Doubt.less the building of the Long 
Trail did have a romantic appeal 
that mere maintenance of a completed 
"footpath in the wilderness" lacks. 
This would seem t.o be borne out by 
the fact. that. our membership reached 
its peak at about the time the Long 
Trail was finished to the Canadian 
line. I ought not to say "finished," 
because, and this might well be im
pressed on prospective members who 
may seem to feel that the major work 
of the club is done, a woodland trail 
is never finished-its construction is 
a continuing process, year after year, 
and if it is neglected, it does not take 
nature long to reclaim her own. 

The Club, too, has lost a number 
of those inspiring personalities who 
contributed so much to its growth 
during earlier years-men like Chas. 
P. Cooper, Will S. Monroe and Fred 
H. Tucker, to name but three-and 
the failure of those who have tried 
to take their places, to arouse equal 
interest and enthusiasm for the Trail, 
the Club and the State of Vermont, 
n~ay well be another factor that has 
led to our loss of support. If this is 
true, it places an added responsibility 
on the present leaders of the club, and 
they must meet it, or give place to 
those who can, if the club is to con
tinue its work. 

It is easy, sometimes too easy, to 
blame all misfortunes on the depression, 
but the financial burdens imposed by 
membership in the Green Mountain 
Club are hardly great enough to account 
for our continued decline. There must 
be a renewal, or revival, of the enthus
iasm of former days among our present 
members, and the purposes, accom
plishments and necessities of the club 
must be brought to the attention of 
those~and there must be many
who believe in what we are trying 
to do, and who would be willing to 
express their belief by joining the club. 

Realizing the necessity for immediate 
and effective action, the trustees, at 
their meeting in Rutland on April 
20, voted the appointment of a com
mittee, consisting of W. S. Atwood, 
of the New York Section, Miss Tye, 
our efficient office secretary, Perry 
H. Merrill, State Forester, and the 
editcr of the Long Trail News, to con
sider what ought to be done, and report 
to the club. Mr. Atwood is a worthy 
representative of the largest, and one 
of the most active, sections of the 
club, and can be counted on to bring 
to this difficult task the energy and 
resourr,efulness that typify New Yark. 

Mi ·· Tye i , of COUI\ c, ii1 clo r on ta t 
with om member: a large, and know. 
more abou th m, than any ne el· , 
while Mr. M n iLl's conspicuou ucc . s 
in developing th recreational po. :i
bUities of our \ ermont tat ; r t~ 
is a clear indication of his fitness to 
help the club solve its problems. The 
editor of the New·s, of course, will be 
expected to bring the power of the 
press to the service of the club in any 
way the committee cecides will be 
desirable. His first move in this direction 
is, hereby, to enlist the active support 
of all present members of the club 
for this committee. Any suggestions 
will be gratefully received-and so 
will any new memberships. 

What a boost for the club it would 
be, if every member who is unable, 
or unwilling, to come out and work 
on the trail, would show his or her 
loyalty to the club by getting at least 
one new member! 

"THE CLOUD SPLITTER" 

There has recently come to our 
desk a publication called "The Cloud 
Splitter." It is issued by the Albany 
Chapter of the Adirondack Mountain 
Club, and is a real credit to its sponsors, 
its editor, Grace L. Hudowalski of 
82 Seventh Ave., Troy, N. Y., and 
its printers. The text is well prepared, 
and interesting to all lovers of the 
woods and mountains-especially, of 
course, the Adirondacks-and the cover 
is a remarkably artistic example of 
the fine art of mimeography. 

The editorial motto, or creed, as 
they call it, carried at the head of every 
copy, might well have been adopted 
by our own club, if we had seen it 
first. This is it: 

"I believe in the out-of-doors, the 
woods, streams and hills, the wild 
life that lives therein; I believe that 
man's care for them in a state of nature 
consistent with conservation is his best 
investment for the future." 

EDITORIAL 

The acting, temporary editor thinks 
that a proper subject for an editorial 
would be the editorship. Since Mr. 
Marsh set out on that last Long Trail, 
from which no hiker returns, the News 
has had no official editor. The man 
who so ably edited the last two issues 
(his name shall be nameless-we won't 
even tell you that his initials are W. M. 
F.) unfortunately finds himself too 
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busy to continue to carry the burden, 
while the present writer has already 
begun to regret the unguarded moment 
in which he agreed to be responsible 
for the appearance of this issue. We 
have had offers from without the 
state, but somehow it seems as if the 
Long Trail News, official organ of the 
Green Mountain Club, ought to be 
edited and published in the Green 
Mountain State. Surely there must 
be, among the loyal members of the 
club in Vermont, enough skill to play, 
not to mention enough wind to blow, 
as small an organ as this. In fact, the 
Trustees have found an editor, and 
a good one too, they are convinced, 
but so far his innate and overpowering 
modesty has prevented him from ac
cepting the honor and emoluments of 
the position' they have tried to thrust 
upon him. Let us hope that this very 
important matter will be settled before, 
or at, the Annual Meeting, so that 
no more such hap-hazard issues as 
this one may afflict our members. 

The News, small as it is and 
infrequently as it is issued, is one of 
the club's most important activities, 
for it is the only means by which 
most of our members are kept in touch 
with the state club and what it is doing, 
and the club has never needed to 
stimulate and maintain the active in
terest of its members more than at the 
present time. 

THE LIFE BLOOD 
OF A MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outings are the life blood of any 
outing club and mountain climbing 
clubs are no exception. Show us a section 
with few hikes and we will show you a 
weak section with shallow following. 

Since the Burlington Section seems 
to have a lot of this so called "life 
blood" let us try to analyze the vitamins 
that vitalize it. 

A review of their outing schedules 
of the past and present years point 
out that their by-monthly outings have 
been spiced with variety. The schedules 
list hikes and outings that fill the desires 
of all classes of hikers, the woodland 
walker, the hill climber or the hardy 
mountain toiler, they, offer day tramps 
or "sweaty week-ends." The outings 
are sprinkled with beach parties, camp
fire suppers, nature study walks or 
work trips; believe it or not, work 
parties are fun in this section. 

The Burlington Section outing com-_ 
mittee meets periodically to plan it's 

list of hikes, printed schedules are 
made up and sent the members and 
selected friends. Each Thursday pre
ceding an outing an announcement 
of the hike appears in the local paper 
with the name of the hike leader. The 
leader assigns transportation accom
modations in one of the cars offered 
by club members having cars-all chip 
in on the expenses. 

On the trail the leader, in the Bur
lington Section, in reality becomes the 
"follower-upper," he or she sees to it 
that no one falls behind and becomes 
lost from the group and permits the 
slower hiker the feeling of ease that 
his hiking need not become a race to 
keep up and yet the faster hiker is not 
hindered in his choice pace. There is 
always a first aider on all section hikes 
at the call of the leader. 

With the administration of the section's 
outing program cared for, all one has 
to do is to don a pair of shorts, slacks, 
blue denims or a patched pair of old 
trousers and be brimming with a true 
desire to tramp in the outdoors to be 
permitted to swing along with the 
Burlington section rabble of the trails. 
If and when you join them you will be 
assured of a good time, be the weather 
fair or foul and those "crazy fools" 
hike weather or not. 

SPRING TRUSTEE'S MEETING 

The spring trustee's meeting should 
have been held on April 13th, but, 
owing to an oversight of your president, 
it was not held until one week later. 
Those present were Allis, Atwood, Bige
low, Boyce, Buchanan, Dorney, Hawley, 
Koenig, Merrill, Puffer, Willis Ross, 
Smith, Voter, White, and, of course, 
Miss Tye. Presideht Puffer called the 
meeting to order shortly after 11 a. m., 
and discussions continued, with a recess 
for lunch, until after 4 p. m. A brief 
resume of the business of the meeting 
follows. 

Prof. Voter, for the Guide Book 
committee, reported that a new edition 
would be required this spring, and 
urged anyone having corrections or 
criticisms of the last issue, to send 
them to him, at Middlebury, immedi
ately. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. Pre
vious editions of the Guide Book have 
often been delayed by the difficulty 
in securing needed information from 
the sections. We would prefer to have 
the delay in the appearance of this 
one charged to the committee, so, if 
you have any information the editor 
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should have, that has not been sent to P. Cooper Memorial Lodge, on Killing
him, SEND IT IN AT ONCE! It was voted ton Peak, on June 2nd, and the chair 
to print 2500 of the forthcoming issue. appointed, as a committee in charge 

The editorship of the News was of the ceremony, Cola J. Cleveland, 
discussed, and an editor agreed upon Craigue Perkins, Willis Ross and any 
by everyone but himself. others Mr. Cleveland may wish to select. 

The St. Albans and New York Voted to send Messrs. Dorney and 
Sections were authorized to relocate Ross to the May meeting of the New 
certain portions of the Long Trail York Section. As Ross could not get 
and rebuild, in better situatiom, Hazens away at the time of the meeting, Dorney 
Notch Camp and Montclair Glen Shel- selected Buchanan as his accomplice. 
ter. It is not expected this will be com- Appropriations for the coming year 
pleted for the 1940 hiking season. totaling $2,000 were discussed and 

Mr. Boyce gave a tentative report voted. This exceeds the probable income 
on the operation of the new Deer Leap by reason of the inclusion of an item 
Lodge, which was very encouraging. to cover the cost of printing 2500 
The estimated cost of the building Guide Books, which should last more 
was $12,000, and the actual cost only than two years. 
$500 more-a remarkable record. Mr. As noted at greater length elsewhere, 
Boyce also gave a brief treasurer's the club's declining membership was 
report, which was followed by consider- discussed, and a committee appointed 
able discussion of club finances, led by to try to devise a remedy. The question 
Mr. Allis. As a result, the president of Junior members at large came up, 
asked Mr. Allis and Mr. Boyce to and several believed that our By
work out a more satisfactory accounting Laws had been amended to provide 
system for the club. They said they would. for them, but the clerk was unable 

On request of the Killington Section, to find a record of such a vote. One 
it was voted to dedicate the new Chas. will be called for at the Annual Meeting. 

THE COOPER MEMORIAL 
Of all the early leaders of the Green Mountain Club, none was more loyal, 

energetic or unselfish than Charles P. Cooper, and his successors are glad 
indeed that a suitable memorial to him has been erected on Killington 
Peak. The proposal to build a "Cooper Lodge" was made several years ago, 
but the plans were slow in taking shape until Mr. Merrill, the State Forester, 
offered the services of C.C.C. labor, under state supervision, to do the work. 
This required that it should be erected on state land, so Mr. Mortimer Proctor, 
with customary generosity, deeded a parcel of land to the state, near the 
site of the old hotel on Killington, and on it the completed lodge now stands. 
The dedication ceremonies, plans for which are not yet complete, will be 
held on Sunday, June 2nd, when the bronze plaque, shown in the accom
panying cut, will be unveiled. It is hoped that all who att nd th' Annual 1eetin 
on Saturday will plan to stay over for the dedication, and hu;~ h w heir r :pc• 
for a true-hearted gentleman, who loved the woods and the Gr en Mountains. 


