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ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Club, as 
adjourned from the January meeting, 
convened at the Long Trail Lodge 
Saturday, May 27, at 11 a. m., with 
President Louis B. Puffer presiding. 
The attendance was about 40, which 
has been about the average attendance 
at the meetings in January. The large 
delegations which came from New York 
·and 'Vorcester last year were not in 
evidence this time. The meeting was 
changed from January to late May on 
the theory that a much larger attendance 
would result, but it did not work out 
that way, this year at least. Among 
those present were Mr. and Mrs. R. M. 
Abbott who came from their home in 
Pennsylvania. Mrs. Abbott was Laura 
Woodward, former president of the New 
York Section, in whose honor the Laura 
Woodward camp, a little north of Jay 
Peak, was named. The Wyanokie Sec
tion, Montclair, N. J., was represented 
for the first time, Dr. Warren Ripley 
being their delegate. On the other hand 
the Middlebury (Lake Pleiad) Section 
was not represented, this being the first 
time, we believe, that this has occurred. 

The first business taken lip was 
reports from the Sections. These were 
taken up mainly with conditions on the 
Trail resulting from the hurricane of 
last September. These reports in general 
were to the effect that the parts of the 
Trail in charge of Sections were either 
wholly cleared, or were in process, and 
that they would be back to normal in 
all cases by July 1. Otto G. Koenig, 
supervisor of the Green Mountain 
National Forest, reported that the Trail 
thru the National Forest was partly 
cleared, and would be in good shape by 
July 1. In that part of the Trail in charge 
of the patrol, the report was somewhat 

different. Prof. R. 0. Buchanan stated 
that between Smugglers' Notch and 
Hazen's Notch 266 trees were down, up 
to the north crest of Haystack Moun

-tairi; where, for a distance of one-fourth 
mile, every tree is down, "total wreck, 
can't follow trail." He says: "It is best 
to advise people to stay out of the region 
from Belvidere to Hazen's Notch, unless 
they are prepared to go thru bad tangles 
and without trail markings. This holds 
till the trail is cleared, which should be 
July 1 or soon after." 

The Wyanokie Section is the only 
one having no part of the Long Trail 
in its care. It is essentially a walking club, 
and the report from there told of their 
regular weekly walks, with monthly 
longer tramps, with supper. The mem
bership is about 30, with good attendance 
at the walks. 

The condition of the Fay Fuller 
camp, near the south end of the Trail, 
has been bad for some time, owing to 
the ill usage of trespassers. Dr. Ross 
stated for the Bennington Section that 
steps would be taken to protect it from 
damage her after, and to keep away 
depredator , wi b the aid of a man living 
nearby. He a k cl for a trial of this plan. 
This wus originally one of t.he best 
camps on the Trail, and should not be 
allowed to deteriorate. 

State Forester P. H. Merrill stated 
that work on th e Cooper memorial 
lodge, which is being built by the State, 
had been delayed by the miring of the 
large truck used to haul materials to the 
site, by reason of heavy rain. He said 
it would be finished some time this 
year. It will be of stone foundation, 
with log superstructure. 

The patrol asked for authority to 
relocate some small parts of the Trail 
which had been obliterated by fallen 
trees, and such authority was voted. 
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A letter was read from the master 
of a boy scout troop at Lackawanna, 
N. Y., saying that a party of the scouts 
intended to go over a part of the Trail 
the coming summer, and asked if they 
could join the Club in a body, and pro
cure the club insignia. It was voted to 
reply that the master might join, and 
he and the scouts could get the badges 
at the usual price. 

A letter was read suggesting that the 
Club start a movement to celebrate the 
Fourth of July by lighting flares or 
bonfires on the summits of the principal 
mountains thruout the State. After 
some discussion it was voted to lay this 
proposition on the table, as it was 
thought there were practical difficulties 
in the way of such a scheme which would 
not warrant the Club taking it up at 
present. 

The secretary, Miss Lula M. Tye, 
reported that the supply of guide books 
was nearly exhausted, and a new edition 
would soon be needed. Prof. Puffer, of 
the guidebook committee, said that there 
were some reasons why some delay would 
be necessary, particularly on account of 
relocations of the Trail to be made, but 
that the committee would get at it as 
soon as possible. 

A request was received from the 
Appalachian Trail Conference that the 
blazes on the trail from the New Hamp
shire line to the Long Trail Lodge be 
painted white instead of blue, as at 
present, as this trail is used as a part of 
the Appalachian Trail, and the blazes 
on that Trail are white. It was voted 
not to comply with the request, as all 
side trails tributary to the Long Trail 
have blue blazes, to distinguish them 
from the Long Trail, which has white 
blazes. 

John H. Vondell, of Amherst, Mass., 
an official of the New England Trail 
Conference, was present, and spoke on 
the aims and the program of the Con
ference. 

Ross Whitehead, president of the 
Worcester Section, and C. J. Hawley, 
trustee, were present from vVorcester, 
and W. F. Atwood and J. A. Allis from 
the New York Section. 

E. A. Boyce, chairman of the house 
committee, reported that gross receipts 
of the Lodge held up well in 1938, but 
there was a decrease of about 103 in 
net, due to sums spent for repairs and 

improvements and charged to expense 
account, increased expense for labor 
and supplies, and increased Federal 
taxes. We have not been able to get a 
more detailed report. 

A nominating committee was appoint
ed by the chair, which offered the follow
ing list of names for trustees: 

Otto G. Koenig, Rutland; R. H. 
Dorney, St. Albans; Mortimer R. Proc
tor, Proctor; E. A. Boyce, Proctor; E. S. 
Marsh, Brandon; Prof. P. C. Voter, 
Middlebury; J. Ashton Allis, New York; 
W. S. Atwood, New York; State Forester 
P. H. Merrill, Montpelier; Dr. L. H. 
Ross, Bennington; E. L. Bigelow, Man
chester; E. E. Amith, Burlington; Prof. 
L. B. Puffer, Burlington; Prof. Walter 
C. O'Kane, Durham, N. H.; C. J. Haw
ley, -Worcester, Mass. This list was 
accepted by the meeting, and those 
named were elected to serve for the 
year ensuing. Messrs. Koenig and Dorney 
are new to the board, taking the places 
of Wallace M. Fay of Proctor and Capt. 
Herbert W. Congdon of Arlington, who 
have served long and faithfully, and now 
retire at their own request. 

After the election of the trustees a 
meeting of them was called by the 
president, but as the requirements of 
the by-laws for the calling of a special 
meeting of the trustees had not been 
complied with, there wa,s nothing for 
them to do but to adjourn, which was 
done. 

HAS THE CLUB OFFICERS? HAS 
IT TR US TEES ? 

To answer these questions let us first 
consult the by-laws. Article II, Section 
1, reads: 

The officers of the corporation shall 
be a clerk who shall also be a trustee 
and fifteen other trustees, who shall be 
elected at the annual meeting of the 
corporation; a president, a vice
president, a corresponding secretary, a 
treasurer, and an auditor, who shall be 
elected yearly by the board of trustees 
from its membership at its first regular 
meeting. 

Another by-law provides that the 
annual meeting of the trustees shall l:e 
held on the second Saturday of March 
of each year. 
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No officers have been elected by the 
trustees since their meeting in March, 
1938, so it would appear that unless the 
officers then elected hold office after 
their term of office of one year expires, 
there are now no office :-8. ls there any 
provi8ion of law, public or private, 
which authorizes the retention of office 
by such officers after one year from the 
date of their election? We have exam
ined the by-laws, and find no such pro
vision. We have consulted Cushing's 
Manual of Parliamentary Practice, and 
find nothing to that effect there. We 
have examined the Statutes of Vermont, 
to see if they would throw any light 
on the question, and find that a town 
shall choose its officers at the annual 
town meeting, "who shall serve till the 
next annual meeting, and until others 
are chosen." Evidently the legislators 
thought that unless the last clause were 
added, the term of office of the officers 
would expire at the end of the year 
always. 

It would seem to follow, then, that 
at present the Club has no officers. 
Then what about the trustees? An 
annual meeting of the Club was held 
at the time specified in the hy-laws, 
viz., the second Saturday of January 
last, and adjourned to May 27, without 
transacting any business. Here the 
qu tion ari. c , can uch a meeting 
adjourn o .. m date not specified in the 
by-law , and I gaily transact business 
on tho latter date, a.nd if it attempts to 
do so, do the trustees retain office after 
their term of one year has expired, and 
until a new board is elected? As to the 
May 27 meeting if it is a fact that the 
Club then had no officers, how can that 
be considered a legal meeting? If there 
was no president in office then to call the 
meeting to order, to put motions to 
vote and announce results, and no clerk 
to record transactions, it would seem to 
follow that all votes on business matters 
at such meeting were null and void. As 
an informal meeting to listen to reports 
on the condition of the Trail, and to 
discuss the various matters brought up, 
it was all right. But did it have any 
power to transact business? 

These questions are not of academic 
interest only. They might become of 
great importance. The Treadway Com
pany, for instance, in executing a con
tract for the management of the Lodge 

for a term of years, would want to be 
sure that any vote of the Club authoriz
ing such a contract was passed at a 
legal meeting, and that the officer 
executing such a contract in behalf of 
the Club was legally elected. 

We should be glad of the opinion of 
any member, whether having any special 
legal knowledge or not, on these ques
tions. 

If it should be considered that the 
questions propounded above should be 
answered in the negative, or even if 
there is serious doubt as to them, what 
is the remedy? We think that the way 
to legalize proceedings beyond doubt 
is to hold the next annual meeting of 
the Club at the time named in the by
laws, viz., the second Saturday of 
January next, and let that meeting vote 
on amendments to the by-laws to be 
proposed, including one that officers 
shall remain in office till their successors 
shall be elected. 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE DEATH 
OF WILL S. MONROE 

Adopted by the Green Mountain 
Club at its meeting, May 27, 1939. 

WHEREAS the Green Mountain Club 
has sustained a great loss in the death 
of one of its oldest members, Dr. Will 
S. Monroe, 

Therefore be it resolved: 
That we hereby acknowledge our 

appreciation of his love of the out-of
doors, which led him eventually to take 
residence in Vermont, and of his long 
and untiring efforts to further the cause 
for which we are organized, more par
ticularly at a time when such whole
hearted devotion was sorely needed. 

And be it further resolved: 
That we hereby express our desire 

to perpetuate in his honor those more 
tangible evidences of his interest in our 
cause, in particular that portion of our 
Long Trail known as the Monroe Sky
line, more especially that part on the 
south slope of Couching Lion, the com
pietion of which was attended with 
difficulties that only a determination 
like his could surmount. 
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And be it further resolved: 
That a copy of these resolutions be 

spread upon the records of the Green 
Mountain Club and that a suitable copy 
be transmitted to the members of his 
family of closest kin. 

BELIEVES IN ADVERTISING 

Mark G. Pierce, formerly stationed 
at Taft lodge, will be in charge of the 
Worcester Section's camps at Stratton 
Pond this season. He is circulating a 
postcard adorned with a cut of a hiker 
on the Trail and a map of the southern 
part of the Trail, with letter-press as 
followB: "Hikers! Climb Stratton Moun
tain this summer, witness the finest 
view on the southern part of the Long 
Trail, inspect the famous Daniel Webster 
marker, spend the night at Willis Ross 
camp on Stratton Pond, the largest and 
most beautiful body of water on entire 
Trail. Beautiful scenes in a wild and 
lonely setting. Elevation 3839 feet, 
distance from Mass. line 40 m., distance 
by Long Trail to Canada 218 m." 

NOTES 
Miss Tye reports that the letters from the 

Readers' Digest Long Trail article now number 
over 1,600 including some from South Africa 
and Dutch West Indies. 

Capt. and Mrs. R. H. Dorney of St. Albans 
will attend the Appalachian Trail Conference 
meeting at Mt. Katahdin, Maine, in August, 

and they will get there by following the Ap
palachian Trail to its beginning at that mountain. 

The Appalachian Trail Conference wants 
white blazes on that part of the Appalachian 
Trail from the New Hampshire line to the Long 
Trail Lodge, while the Green Mountain Club 
insists on blue. Why not have both, and every
body satisfied? 

The L. T. News liad the gre11te.sL circulation 
in its history for its llls i sue! owing to the great 
demand for it by corresponc ents wl10 had seen 
the reference to the Long Trail in the Readers' 
Digest. Of that issue 3,000 copies were printed. 

For May 30 the Worcester Section scheduled 
a trip to Watatic Mountain and Wapack trail, 
Ashby, Mass. For June 10-11 an overnight trip 
to Mt. Greylock, from Blackinton, Mass. 

The Burlington Section have issued their 
summer schedule of hikeR, extfmding from June 
18 to Oct. 15, 10 in number. These include June 

, Emily Proc or lodge; July 4, Un ell lo lg Md 
Mt. Al ral10.m; .J\lly 23, .fay Pellk ; Aug. 6, Gleo 
Ellen; Aug. 1$-19, Mt. ) fl~thd in, 1''1ain ; . ug. 
27, tr11i less hik ·o towc Pinnacle und Hog
bac-k 1 [t. in Ll1e Worce terr ng ; ept. 3-4, Mt. 
Adams and J. ing Ravine in White Moun ains; 

ept. 17, Whiteface Mt. in. the Adil'ondacks; 
ct. 11 Stel'liug Pond; Oc . 15, TaI J.odge. 

The latest Bulletin of the New York Section 
contains their schedule of outings from April 
29 to August 1. These occur every week-end, 
and are mostly in New York and New Jersey. 
Besides these, there is always something doing 
at their Camp Thendara, in Bear Mountain 
Park, with a host in charge. On May 30 there was 
a Dr. Monroe memorial meeting there, with 
Walter Atwood in charge of the program. On 
July 16 there will be a joint walk with the Torrey 
Botanical Club on the anniversary of the death 
of Raymond H. Torrey to the Torrey memorial 
on Long Mountain. 

Members of other Sections and members-at.
large are welcome to join these walks. 

JAY PEAK -Courtesy of Appalachia 


