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"A SKYLINE FOR 
VALLEY HOUNDS" 

Under this title appeared an article in 
the December issue of Appalachia, the 
magazine published by the Appalachian 
Club, by Ruth G. Hardy, assistant editor 
of the magazine. It describes a trip over 
the Long Trail by the writer and two 
other women, from Journey's End camp 
to Parker camp, about 48 miles, in 1937. 
They made it in a week. The writer goes 
into minute details as to weight of packs, 
contents of same, including foods and 
miscellaneous supplies, and gives the 
menus for the 18 meals consumed. This 
information should be of value to any 
party contemplating such a trip. 

Her reaction to the Trail is in general 
highly favorable, with now and then a 
note of criticism, as where she says that 
"thus early (in July) the chapter in 
charge had not yet got around to the 
northern section to mow the ferns, and 
spinulose woodsia and evergreen wood 
ferns rose three to four feet for miles on 
end. Not so nice when they dripped 
during the frequent cloud fogs." And 
reaching Laura Woodward camp, they 
cooked supper at "the worst cooking fire
place in the Green Mountains." She 
speaks of three minor summits on a 

stretch of newly located trail, two of 
which the patrol have named Domey's 
Dome and Old Splatterfoot, the former 
in honor of Capt. Dorney of St. Albans, 
the latter after Prof. Buchanan's son. 
The former was on the Trail ahead of 
them, and increased his lead from one 
day to three by the time they had reached 
their terminus, but on taking to their 
car they overtook him and Mrs. Dorney 
sitting by the road. "We spent a happy 
half-hour swapping experiences, while I 
secretly admired that large round bald 
dome, barer than the mountain which 
bears its name." 

The party started by motor from 
Bennington, drove as near as possible to 
Journey's End, about a mile, and walked 
to the camp, and their car met them near 
Parker camp. 

The article is illustrated by four excel
lent cuts from photographs taken by 
Christine L. Reid, editor of the maga
zine. One shows Jay Peak, as seen from 
the southeast (haymaking scene in fore
ground); another is of Jay camp on 
southeast slope of Jay Peak; the third is 
a view of Big Jay and Jay Peak from the 
south (cattle in foreground); and the 
fourth depicts a storm on Mt. Mans
field. 



2 THE LONG TRAIL NEWS 

THANKS FOR THEM 
KIND WORDS 

A letter has been received from a Trail 

tramper who says that from August 21 
last to September 1 he hiked from Bolton 
village to the Canadian border. Some

where along the route (he surmises at 
Taylor lodge) he "became landlord" to a 
few cooties. This did not add much to 
his enjoyment of the scenery, and he 

goes on to say: 
"Of course, such a situation is not in 

the least the fault of the caretaker, who 
is a very good chap and as far as I could 
see conscientious and scrupulous in 
keeping the place clean. With mattresses 
placed in the bunks at the beginning of 
the summer in a lodge which is located on 
a very popular section of the trail near 
Mt. Mansfield as this is, it is inevitable 
that something like this stands a pretty 

good chance of developing by August. 
The caretaker cannot keep an eye on 
everybody every minute and I imagine 
the amount of bacon grease spilled on 
the mattresses, accidentally, of course, by 
various people passing through doesn't 
contribute to the sanitation of the place 
in any great degree. It is my opinion that 
it is impossible to keep mattresses clean 
on any such crowded section of the 

trail. 
May I therefore respectfully suggest, 

if the Shelters Committee finds it pos
sible, the replacement of all mattresses 
by balsam boughs such as you have in 
all the lean-to shelters. These do not 
make such a ready home for small life, 
and are also much more pleasant to 

sleep on. 

In all the other places I stopped, I had 
no difficulty whatever in finding a very 

clean place to sleep. 

I found the Long Trail on the whole 
delightfully well cleared and superbly 

marked. The trail patrol deserves a lot 
of credit. It was simply impossible to get 
lost and the accuracy of the guide book 
mileage quotations was a comforting 
reassurance to have. 

With friendly regards for the G. M. C., 
for upon this, my first introduction to 
the Long Trail, I am delighted with 
every phase of the Green Mountains, 
and I hope to finish the rest of the Long 
Trail sometime whenever I next get a 

vacation. The Green Mountains have 
found a soft spot in my heart." 

Faithfully yours, 

TRACY F. CALDWELL, 

New York City. 

MOUNT MARCY 

The Adirondack Mountains, just across 
Lake Champlain, are, or should be, of 
interest to every Long Trailer, for fine 
and extensive views of them are obtained 
from every prominent peak on the Long 
Trail. On August 5 last the Adirondack 
Mountain Club celebrated the lOOth 
anniversary of the first ascent of Mt. 
Marcy, and the December issue of High 
Spots, the Club's magazine, is entirely 
devoted to a description, by means of 
text and pictures, of this celebration. 

This mountain is the highest of the 

Adirondacks, 5,344 feet, eroded down 
from an estimated original height of 
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8,000. It has the additional distinction of 
being the birthplace of the Hudson River, 
which has its source in a small lake on 
the mountain called Lake Tear-of-the 
Clouds. It was first ascended in August, 
1837, by a party headed by Prof. Ebene
zer Emmons of Williams College. He it 
was who gave it its name, in honor of 
Gov. Wm. L. Marcy of New York. Its 
Indian name was Tahawus, the Cloud 
Splitter. 

More than 200 persons climbed the 
mountain and listened to the exercises, 
which consisted of addresses by various 
speakers, and the unveiling of a bronze 
tablet commemorating the first ascent. 
The speeches were broadcast, and the 
transportation of over 500 lbs. of equip
ment to the summit was a triumph of 
radio engineering, and constituted one 
of the most difficult broadcasts ever 

made. 

OBJECTS OF THE G. M. C. 

The Worcester Section have issued 
their by-laws in the form of a neat 
printed pamphlet. Article II is entitled 
"Purpose," and it states so well and 
succinctly the objects of the Green Moun
tain Club in general that we reproduce it: 

"The purpose of this organization is 
to promote an interest in the Green 
Mountains of Vermont and the develop
ment and maintenance of the Long Trail; 
to encourage walking, camping and other 
out-door activities; to bring together 
those so interested, and in general to 
cultivate an interest in mountaineering, 
geographical subjects, trees, shrubs and 
wild flowers." 

Good as far as it goes, but birds, ferns 
and other plants, wild animal life, geol
ogy, are other matters which interest 
many. 

TANGIBLE BENEFITS 

Some members of mountain clubs 
inquire whether any advantages inhere 
in membership, in addition to the altru
istic motive of aiding a good cause. The 
Adirondack Mountain Club has issued a 
circular setting forth some tangible bene
fits of membership, which we quote 
herewith. Possibly the trustees of the 
G. M. C. may derive some hints from 
the list, in case they should wish to 
follow this example: 

"1. Reduced rates for lodging and 
meals at (two lodges). 

2. Subscription to High Spots Maga
zine and bulletins. 

3. Privilege of participation in sched
uled outings. 

4. Free copy of guide book to new 
members and reduced rates on 
purchases of other copies. 

5. Chapter activities, depending 
upon chapter affiliation, if any." 

This list could be pretty nearly dup
licated by the G. M. C., with the 
exception of scheduled outings. These 
were formerly held, and they could be 
restored. 

LONG TRAIL HARMONY 

Vermont has two large areas of 
national forest land, the latest being 
that which contains the very old forest 
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lands which Joseph Battell bequeathed 
to Middlebury College, which was glad 
to transfer them to the government to 
get the wherewithal to build a dormitory. 
The forest rangers are very friendly 
with the officials of the Green Mountain 
Club who administer the affairs of the 
250 mile Long Trail. They attend their 
meetings. When any part of the Trail 
comes into their territory the rangers 
always consult the G. M. C. officials, 
who in turn work with them. The rangers 
do not demand anything that is not for 
the good of the Green Mountain Club. 
Some of the officials of the Club are 
getting along in years, but they love to 
carry on the work of the Long Trail 
which they established. What the rangers 
have done down around Peru, I under
stand, is very pleasing to hikers. It is 
quite surprising how crude a pathway is 
acceptable to the fraternity in general. 
Following the Long Trail, with its 
delights and distractions, will erase all 
your troubles. 

The Vermonter 

NOTES 

The trustees will have their annual meeting 
in March, as usual. 

A formal meeting of the Club was held on 
January 8, which transacted no business and 
adjourned to meet at the Long Trail Lodge, 
subject to the call of the president, probably 
May 28. 

The Killington (Rutland) Section shows signs 
of life. They had an outing in January, when 
they followed the Long Trail to the Clarendon 
shelter, and passed the remainder of the day in 

that vicinity, skiing and tobogganing. They 
returned along the Trail. Other similar outings 
are planned. 

We have received no further information 
regarding the results of last season at the Long 
Trail Lodge than has already been reported, viz., 
that the gross receipts ran ahead of last year by 
10%, but the net was less, on account of extra
ordinary disbursements for repairs to the build
ings. Mr. Boyce, chairman of the house com
mittee, will make his usual report at the meeting 
in May. 

If the Long Trail Lodge were open this 
winter it would be doing some business. The ski 
runs on Pico, in the back yard of the Lodge, as it 
were, or at any rate "close handy by," are attract
ing great crowds. On Sunday, January 30, it was 
estimated that a crowd of over 1,000 were in 
attendance, cars from 11 states being noted. The 
hotels and tourist homes in Rutland were 
crowded. 

The Worcester Section have been busy this 
winter with their usual outings and excursions, 
including a snow train trip to Plymouth, N. H. 
Their annual report for 1937 puts their member
ship at 135, and cash in the treasury at $461, 
and in the local camp fund at $400, certainly a 
good financial showing. This Section has con
tributed $50 to the Cooper memorial fund. 

The question of members and their dues has 
frequently come up at meetings of the trustees. 
Possibly they might get some useful suggestions 
from the program of the Adirondack Mountain 
Club in this matter. This Club classifies its 
members as follows: Charter members, which 
are the first 250 members accepted; active mem
bers, annual dues $5; chapter members, $5; 
contributing members, $10; sustaining members, 
$25; patron members, $100; life members, $250; 
junior members (under 19), $2. 


