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THE LONG TRAIL LODGE 

Maurice Broun, Resident Naturalist 
at the Lodge, has an informative article 
in the September Vermonter on Blazing 
New Trails to Nature Lore, as has been 
done- ut the- :Lcn:lge since the spring of 

of the purple fringed Orchis, of which 
Thoreau wrote: 'The village belle never 
sees this more delicate belle of the 
swamp. Only the skunk or owl or other 
inhabitant of the swamp beholds it.' " 
At the bog garden may be seen 36 kinds 
of Jerns-, being l\53 of the ferns nativ-e 

A typical scene on tl;e Long Trail 

J 934. A sign starting the nature trails 
expresses the central idea of the plan. 
It reads: "A spirit lingers along the 
trail, inviting the trees, shrubs, flowers, 
birds, and even the eternal rocks to speak 
to you." The writer then goes on to 
describe in some detail the various 
features of the nature display. Speaking 
of the pool he says: "Among the plants 
at the pool are some exquisite specimens 

to the state, besides pitcher plants, and 
orchids, mints, aster1:1 and many bog 
plants. Quotations are made from some 
of the 200 or more labels "that open up 
the fascinating secrets of the wilderness 
about the lodge." He describes the 
various exhibits on the lower porch, 
which is really a small museum, com
plementing the outdoor museum. "The 
plan has been to coordinate and make 
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comprehensive the varied fields of natur
al science. Perhaps some day the Green 
Mountain Club will erect a real museum 
building. We also hope to develop a 
forestry school in conjunction with the 
museum." Here are the exhibits in the 
fields of ornithology and geology, the 
wood and tree exhibit, and others. 
Included is a list of 71 speci es of birds 
that have been identified within a half 
mile of the Lodge. "Nature lovers, 
science teachers, camp directors and 
their nature counsellors have been quick 
to respond to this nature program." 
"In the season of 1935 more than 8,000 
persons, from 38 states and 8 foreign 
countries, saw the exhibits and the 
trails." 

ANOTHER LONG TRAIL WEEK? 

In August, 1929, the trustees tried an 
experiment, a new departure. If success
ful, repetitions were intended. One week 
was set aside as "Long Trail 'Veek,'' 
when a party of members, who registered 
in advance, were to see some of the 
most interesting parts of the Trail, 
minus the small discomforts which 
attend the usual hiker. For this trip 
twenty registered, who paid the fee fixed 
and carried out the program. Of these 13 
were women. The party travelled with
out packs or blankets, alternating walks 
on the Trail with motor rides. Capt. 
Herbert W. Congdon was in charge, 
assisted by the late Fred Tucker. The 
party assembled at the Long Trail Lodge, 
where they spent the first night, and 
before starting on the arranged itinerary 
visited the quarries and shops of the 
Vermont Marble Co. at Danby, 'Vest 
Rutland and Proctor. They then followed 
the Trail north as far as Prof. Monroe's 
farm on Camel's Hump, staying nights 
at Breadloaf Inn, the Bristol Inn, etc. 
The experiment seems to have been a 
success in every way. Financially, there 
was a surplus of $126, which went into 
the Club treasury. Those who partici-

pated were enthusiastic about the man
ner in which the program was carried 
out, and the general good time they 
enjoyed. Letters received afterward 
prove this. One writer said: "I want to 
express to the Green Mountain Club 
our deep appreciation of Long Trail 
Week. Every minute of it was perfect, 
and we shall enjoy the happy memories 
for many months to come. Everyone who 
hears of it seems much interested, and I 
am confident that you would have no 
trouble in forming several parties an
other year should you desire to do so." 

In view of the success which attended 
this experiment, it seems strange that 
no move has ever been made to repeat it, 
in which case it is reasonable to expect 
a still greater success, profiting by exper
ience. Are the trustees of these latter 
days less enterprising than those of 
1929? It is probable that this matter 
will be brought. forward for discussion 
at the annual meeting of the Club in 
January, and perhaps at the trustees' 
meeting in March. 

ENCAMPMENT OF THE 
NEW YORK SECTION 

The New York Section ran a success
ful August Encampment for one week 
at Couching Lion Farm. Eighteen differ
ent members were present during a 
part of the period, but the registrations 
for the second week were not large 
enough to warrant a second week of 
camping. Excellent weather, a good 
cook, and the very generous cooperation 
of Dr. Monroe made the week memor
able. The campers were on the trails 
every day. At first, the hikes were easy, 
and the length and difficulty increased 
daily. Every meal was eaten out of doors 
except two; one meal at Bolton with 
Mrs. Thompson, and once at the farm 
when rain threatened. The party covered 
all the trails on the east of Couching 
Lion, and visited the cliffs in the direc
tion of Fayston, and rambled to the 
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Jim Taylor, Father of the Club 

east of the farm for a mile or two to a 
spot where the Conching Lion assumes 
the appearance of an Indian profile. Mr. 
Morse, our hut master, called our atten
tion to this profile, which is not known 
as it deserves to be for its excellence. 
Three cars drove to J erusa1em, and a 
dozen campers explored the trails in the 
vicinity of Glen Ellen, and on another 
day a smaller party visited Birch Glen. 
The trails and huts were in excellent 
condition, and all but about ten miles 
of the trails of the New York Section 
was traversed during the week of the 
encampment. 

A WARNING 

The experience of Dr. L. E. Judd of 
Brandon should prove a warning to 
hikers not to travel the Long Trail 
(or any other trail) alone. An accident 
might happen which would disable the 
solitary hiker and render him helpless 
and perhaps endanger~limb or life unless 
assistance should arrive quickly. Dr. 
Judd started out alone in August to 

tramp the Trail from Journey's End 
camp to the Long Trail Lodge. While 
descending the Madonna Mountain one 
foot caught in a root. As he pitched 
forward he grasped a stump which was 
rotten and gave way. His foot, en
tangled in the root, held fast, and the 
result was a wrenched and twisted knee, 
which was quite painful and made walk
ing very difficult. However, he managed 
to get to Barnes' Camp and later to 
Underhill, whence he motored home, 
and thus ended his tramp solus. 

RHYME TO BE READ TO THE 
HIKERS' ARMY BEFORE 

GOING INTO BATTLE 

0. W. Cooley in The Vermonter. 

Put the pack to your shoulders all fresh for the 
starting, 

Have beans, condensed milk, and grub that's 
worth carting, 

Good-bye to the town and no tears at the parting. 

Straining up banks, creeping down ledges, 
Slipping and slithering along Hell's edges, 
Grabbing for handholds on saplings and hedges, 
-Forget your A. B. 's from all of the colleges. 

Slopping your way thru soaked moosewood 
bushes, 

Lea.ping the freshet that under you rushes, 
Sia.king your thirst where the spring water gushes, 
Feasting your soul on the chimes of wood 

thrushes, 
What care have you for fine velvets and plushes? 

Keep a weather eye open for axe scars and blazes, 
Others have threaded these thickets and mazes, 
Watch for the crest when the rain and scud 

raises, 
-You'll slumber tonight on no bed of daisies, 
Nor have any need for nice drawing-room 

phrases. 

When the rays of the sun slant thru the tama
racks, 

Loosen the webbing and let go your .knapsacks, 
Encompass some beans, dried prunes and such 

nick-nacks; 
Say a prayer for your bones, thank God for your 

stomachs, 
And snooze by the trail in the ferns and the 

hummocks. 
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THE MOUNTAIN SPEAKS 

By A. L. Donaldson. 

For the eyes I hold the vision of the things that 
make man whole-

Of the woodlands and the waters that can 
whisper to the soul; 

In the winter robed in whiteness, in the summer 
garbed in green, 

I am warden of the wonders of an ever shifting 
scene. 

I am guardian of the goblet that is filled with 
hopes of life 

For the weary and the broken and the wounded 
in the strife; 

And I offer them the freedom of my great 
Cathedral shrine, 

With its sanctity of silence, and its fragrance 
of the pine. 

NOTES 

The Fall issue of the Vermont Aca
demy Life, a magazine published at 
Saxtons River, Vt., carries an article 
on the Long Trail, illustrated by num
erous attractive cuts of scenes on the 
Trail. 

Mortimer R. Proctor, formerly presi
dent of the Club, is a candidate for the 
speakership of the 1937 Vermont House 
of Representatives, and his prospects 
look good. If he should preside over the 
House as ably as he did over the meet
ings of the Club he should make an ideal 
Speaker. 

We understand that the Long Trail 
Lodge had a prosperous season in 1936, 
but we are not able at this writing to 
present definite figures as to earnings, 
or in comparison with the season of 
1935. A detailed report will be made at 
the annual meeting by the chairman of 
the house committee, E. A. Boyce. 

The Appalachian Trail in Maine has 
now been completed except 2 miles 
between Sugar Loaf and Spaulding, 
the Trail in this State being 265 miles 
in all. The building of additional lean-tos 
and other improvements will be com
pleted in 1937. Any inquiries as to this 
part of the Trail should be addressed to 

The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 
Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. 

It has heen proposed that the Clnb 
in 1937 publish a revised membership 
list, including addresses, and the con
stitution and by-laws of the Club. The 
last publication of the kind was in 
1930, and that of course is not now 
reliable. It is felt that a new and up-to
date list will fill a real need While a 
question like this will be finally decided 
by the trustees at their annual meeting 
in March, they wMld like an expression 
of opinion from the members at their 
meeting t.o guide them in their decision. 

The annual meeting of the Club will 
be held on Saturday, January 9, 1937, 
at the Berwick Hotel, Rutland, com
mencing at 11 o'clock a. m. Trustees and 
a clerk will be elected, reports from the 
Sections and from officers will be heard, 
and plans will be made for the coming 
year, and numerous matters of interest 
to club members will be discussed. The 
meeting will be continued in the after
noon after lunch. All members, whether 
at large or of Sections, are entitled to 
attend this meeting, take part in the 
discussions and vote. It is hoped there 
will be a large attendance. 

Vermont's "Long Trail," the result of 
years of patient, loving toil by mountain 
lovers, will have something of a com
petitor in the trail which extends from 
the northern boundary of New Hamp
shire to Mount Katahdin in Maine and 
is being highly recommended to those 
who find a "pleasure in the trackless 
woods" and contentment, inspiration 
and regeneration in the mountains. 

- Rutland Herald 
The writer of the above doubtless 

meant well. He probably had in mind 
the Appalachian Trail, which extends 
from Maine to Georgia. We think that 
the two trails will not in any degree be 
competitors. Each will have a province 
of its own and its own devotees, and 
harmony and co-operation will exist 
between them. 


