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THE PARKWAY 
This scheme, like a snake, dies hard. Certain 

people, mostly in Burlington and vicinity, are 
trying to revive it, and are calling for a spec1al 
session of the legislature to take it up again. 
Their motives are selfish. They think it would 
benefit Burlington, and are not concerned as to 
its effect on the State at large. The lure of 
$18,000,000 or more to be spent on it (to be 
supplied by taxation of the people, don't for
get that) is a tempting bait to be dangled be· 
fore the popular eye. Under these circum
stances a copiously illustrated article in the 
last Yermonter by Leon S. Gay is timely. It 
is entitled "Keeping Unspoiled Vermont Un
spoiled,'' and below we give some extracts 
from it· which bear on our subject: 

"In the Old Testament days Esau sold 
his birthright to Jacob for a mess of pot
tage. I wonder how future historians of 
Vermont will write up the story of the Ver
mont $18,000,000 mess of pottage-the 
Parkway Boulevard. Many people seem 
to feel that Vermont has nobly done its 
duty in not hitching her mountains to
gether so that the tourist can g.o up and 
down all our peaks in one day, or quicker 
if super-powered cars are used. It would 
now seem that New York and Boston bus 
companies will not display the sign, 'Ride 
to Ve1·mont over the top of all the Green 
Mountains and return for $20. We pro
vide the lunches and give you five minutes 
on each mountain. Enjoy Vermont scenery 
while you ride. ' ' ' 

"I realize that many good Ve1·monters 
regret the action of the legislature in turn
ing down the Parkway. It seemed, how
ever, to the majority that the letter of 
Hon. John G. Sargent, which was read 
at the last hearing. opposing the plan, 
was unanswerable. An analysis of the 
vote on this measure shows that much of 
the support came from the northern part 
of the State, this section apparently be
lieving that the Parkway would bring pros
perity to their door. With Canada plan
ning a super-boulevard connection, it con
ceivably would have been a fine feeder for 
Canada, and especially Montreal. '' 

''For those people who wish a more in
timate visit with the glories of Vermont 
there is the Long Trail, running the length 
of the State. This is a trail over the 
mountains kept in shape by a pioneer 
group called the 'Green Mountain Club,' 
and is growing in fav.or every year with our 

viEitorn. The policy of this club is to 
make the trail available to all, but to keep 
it in perfect· harmony with the beauty spots 
through which it passes. Vermont has no 
grt)ater attraction than this path over her 
friendly hills and mountains.'' 

FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 

Aug. 22, 1935. 
Editor of The Long Trail News: 
Dear Sir: 

The Worcester and Burlington Sections have 
the right idea and here's news from one more 
section that is up and doing. 

The New York Section notes an increased in
terest in its many activities. During the past 
winter many members enjoyed· week-end skiing 
pa.rties in the White Mountains, Canada and 
elsewhere. Next winter we intend to organize 
as many week-ends as possible during the snow 
season, as the sport was popular. 

w·e have had two canoe trips this yea1· and 
an.other is scheduled for October. On one cruise 
there were 29 and on the other 45 members 
and guests. Isn't that· a good record' 

Our Camp ·Thendara on beautiful Lake 
Tiorati in the Palisades Interstate Park is open 
every week-end during the year with a member 
h-0st or hostess in charge. This summer it has 
been open during the week, as well, as so many 
wanted to spend vacations there. 

On Saturdays we have all-day walks occa
sionally or shorter walks in the afternoons. 
Sunday hikes are always popular and well at
tended. On some week-ends we have as many 
as four different activities in different locali
ties going on at the same time. 

This summer we have had thret) members 
on a German canoe cruise; several hiking in 
England; others hiking in Germany; travelers 
to Mexico, Guatemala, the Caribbean and our 
own National Parks. 

Our membership list shows that we have 
come through the depression with remarkably 
small loss of members. From present indica
tions, it should not take us long to regain more 
than we have lost. 
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It seems to-0 bad that more members of the 
various sections cannot know each other and 
know of these different activities first hand. 
We feel that acquaintanceship would bring 
pleasure t-0 all, arouse interest in the outdoor 
activities of all sections and develop the feeling 
that, although there are many secti-Ons, there is 
in reality only one Green Mountain Club and 
we are all members of it. 

T-0 start something of the sort, we extend to 
the members of all sections a cordial invitation 
to visit us at our clubhouse, Camp Thendara, 
on the week-end of Oct. 12th and 13th. This is 
the Columbus Day week-end and will allow time 
for those wishing ro drive down. Full details are 
being sent to the secretaries of each section. 
There will be short hikes and other activities to 
interest visitors and we sincerely hope that many 
will wme. Perhaps later on some of our mem
bers could visit other sections-did anyone 
from the Burlington Section mention a sugar 
party' 

So much for ourselves. Now which secti-On 
comes next with its good news of activities~ 

Sincerely, 
Walter S. Atwood, 

(President of the New York Section.) 

GETTING TOGETHER 
President Atwood, in his letter in this issue 

of the News, makes the good suggestion that 
the members of the several Sections of the 
Club should get together -OCcasionally and make 
each other's acquaintance. But why limit the 
suggestion to the Sections' Why not include 
the members at large' The membership of 
the Club is scattered among ten Sections, three 
of them outside Verm.ont, and the members at 
large, hailing from many different States. 
Members of the same Section, of course, know 
each other, but know few or none of the other 
Sections or of the members at large, while most 
of the latter have very little acquaintance with 
other members. There is no general rallying 
point, except the annual meeting in January, 
and wmparatively few attend that. There is 
little that can be offered as an inducement to 
new members, except the consciousness of sup
porting a worthy cause, and that is not a 
very str.ong argument with some, or if it prevails 
it is apt to lose its force in a year or two. In the 
early days of the Club, before it was incor
porated and the annual meeting fixed at the 
same place and same time in mid-winter, this 
meeting was called by the trustees at some 
place and time which seemed best to them. It 

was held in the late spring, summer or early 
fall, and never twice consecutively at the same 
place. The meetings sometimes lasted two 
days, and always included a hike or climb of 
varying lengths. In addition to this, there was 
usually a gathering at another date during the 
season, when some mountain was climbed or 
some other interesting excursion undertaken. 
Old timers recall some of these gatherings with 
pleasure, such as those to Killington and Bird 
Mountains at Rutland, Moosalamoo and Mt. 
Horrid at Brandon, Camel's Hump at Burling
ton, and the Lake Mansfield Club (after it 
cl.osed in October) and Mt. Mansfield. If this 
system of holding such outings or field days, 
open to all of the membership, Sections and 
members at large, could be revived, it would 
give the members opportunities ro make each 
others' acquaintance, and enjoy these nature 
trips in congenial company. It would also 
furnish a talking point in the effort to interest 
new members, afid offer them a tangible in
ducement for joining the Club. 

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY 
A new Ol'ganization, with the above title, has 

been formed with headquarters at Washington, 
D. C. An organizing committee of eight has 
issued a detailed statement of its aims and 
purposes, from which we qoote as follows: 

''The Wilderness Society has been or
ganized for the OJ!e purpose of saving the 
wilderness 1·emnants in America. It pro
poses to battle uncompromisingly for this 
purpose. 

''Primitive America is vanishing with 
appalling rapidity. Scarcely a month 
passes in which some highway does not 
invade an area which since the beginning 
of time had known only natural modes of 
travel; or some last l'emaiafog virgin tim
ber tract is not shattered or some quiet 
glade hitheto disturbecl only by birds and 
insects and wind, in the trees is not in
vaded and spoiled. We desire to save from 
invasion that extremely minor fraction of 
outdoor America which yet remains free 
from mechanical sights and sounds and 
smells. We hold that those few areas 
which have thus far escaped man-made 
influences must be preserved in their 
natural conditi-On unless it can be clearly 
demonstmted that some other use is of 
compelling value. 

''Consequently, we have constituted our
selves a committee to organize an aggres
sive society for the preservation of the wild
erness. We desire to integrate the grow
ing sentiment which exists in this country 
for holding its wild areas sound-proof as 
well as sight-proof from our increasingly 
mechanized life. ' ' 

The platform of the Society is given in 11 
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articles, of which we quote the following: 
We hold:-
" 1. That the wilderness (the environ

ment of solitude) is a natural mental re
source having the same basic relation to 
man's ultimate thought and culture as 
coal, timber, and other physical resources 
have to his material needs. 

'' 2. That the use of this resource 
should be considered a public utility and 
therefore its commercialization should not 
be tolerated. 

'' 3. That the time has come, with the 
brutalizing pressure of a spreading metro
politan civilization, to recognize this wild
erness environment as a serious human 
need rather than a luxury and plaything. 

'' 4. That this need is being sacrificed 
to the mechanical inva~ion in its various 
killing forms. 

'' 8. That the wilderness remaining in 
America has shrunk to such a small rem
nant of the country's total territory, that 
what area does remain is all-precious and 
its preservation constitutes a vital neces
sity. 

'' E or the purpose of llgh'tillg off inva
sions of the w:ilclerness ~nd of stimulating 
in some of those who do not yet u.nclcrstand 
t he wilclernes8 IDL appl'eciation of its mult i
form e1m;1tionaJ, intelleetunl and scientifici 
values, we are f orming an oL·ga.nizntion to 
be known ns tl:ie Wilderness Society. We 
a.re not looking for large numbets, but .only 
f or those people wl10 believe wl1ole·beart
edly I in the lle(ltJSS.ity Of p1'0SCJ'V i llg OUJ' 

remnant wilderness. Above all we do not 
want in our ranks people whose first in
stinct is to look for compromise. 

"'l'J1e proposed mcehanics of our func
tio)ling will lie o have members scattered 
throughout the eountl'y who will serve as 
the u01·ve centers of ou1· organization. We 
will depend on them to suggest desirable 
areas for preservation. They will also 
learn locally of plans to invade some one of 
those areas which the Wilderness Society 
should defend. They will then write to 
the secretary's office in Washington. 

''All members of the Wilderness So
ciety will be apprised of the pending in
vasion and will be asked to use the re
sources at their command to fight it. 
These will include direct contacts with 
friends; editorials, articles, and letters in 
newspapers and magazines; appeals to 
public officials; and special public meet
ings. The principle that an invasion of 
one area which should be preserved is in 
effect an invasion of all will be held para
mount, so that members of the Society on 
the West Coast will be enlisting support 
for a battle in the Appalachian Mountains, 
while members of the Atlantic Seaboard 
may be working to defeat a road through 
some primitive Sierra canyon which they 
may never expect to see. 

''There will be no dues in the Wilderness 
Society. However, members who feel that 
they can afford to do so are invited to 
send contributions to Robert Sterling Yard, 

the secretary-treasurer, at 1840 Mintwood 
Place, Washington, D. C. Already we 
have received one $1,000 anonymous con
tribution.'' 

CAMP NAIDNI'S 
LONG TRAIL TRIP 

By GLADYS C. BRITTEN 

August 13, 1935, marked the beginning of 
an unusually delightful Long Trail trip. A 
group of Naidni 's best hikers left early that 

day for the long ride to Jay Valley, to climb 
Jay and travel on to Journey's End. By far 
the best trail trip of the season, permission for 
the hike is much coveted and nine campers ( 4 

girls and 5 boys) qualified for the hike this 
year. They were accompanied by the Trail 
councillor and four members of the staff, mak
ing a party of fourteen. This of itself is poor 
business on the Trail, for the shelters are too 
small for so large a group, and a number of 
people on the Trail at once is not too desirable 
from our point of view. However, this group 
was made up of hardy souls to whom a poncho 
bed on the soft side of a rock was next door 
to heaven, and rain a small matter of a change 
in atmosphere, so the party started gaily for 
Laura Woodward lodge about two o'clock on 
Tuesday afternoon. It was very warm at the 
foot of the mountain but as we climbed, the 
breeze picked up a thunder storm in the valle~
and chased it across below us, cooling the air 
and sending long ribbons of mist across the 
face of the cliff. The first group reached 
Laura Woodward about 5 P. M., but there 
were some of us who wandered in casually 
al-Ong about six and enquired gently but firmly 
if supper was ready. It was, and an orange 
sunset and a moonlight night were also thought
fully provided for soul f.ood. Jay Peiik from 
Laura Woodward is very lovely by moonlight, 
and as the clouds gathered we watched the 
''ghostly galleon'' sail though troubled seas 
until our eyelids grew too heavy with sleep. 
Four porkies furnished some of the party with 
much amusement during the night but this 
member can't report on them, She slept bliss
fully and snornd rythmically until a misty 
morning called her attention to the fact that 
she was on the breakfwt squad. 

We were on our way by eight and like "little 
Audrey" we "laughed and laughed" because 
we knew that for the first time on our Jay 
trips there was no nine or twelve (depending 
upon who handles the odometer) mile march 
f.or us that day. A p leasant and fairly easy 
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five- mile hike took us to Shooting Star sheltBr 

by two o'clock with an hour for lunch by the 

brook bef-01·e we climbed the fomth unnamed 

peak. Shooting Star is a very fine lodge and 
is our ideal of trail loclges for summer hiking. 

The fireplace was well macle, the view was 

beautiful, the lodge quite perfect and we 
had a lovely summer afternoon to while away. 
There were sunshine and cool breezes bringing 
rich gifts; the seen t of balsam and pine an cl 
the sharp tang of wood smoke which is an 
aroma. not to be denied t-0 any lover of the 
woods. Came supper time and firelight evening 
sing, with a great, rose colored moon float
ing in a sea of opal clouds. Late that night 
we owls on the staff saw a most wonderful 
sight. The moon, riding high, passed through 
a light, r ain cloud aud a halo of pastel colors 
gathered i·ound it, remaining in true, spectral 
col.ors for at least a half hour. The beauty 
of the twinkling lights in the valley and moon
light hills was more than enough gold to store 
up for all the drab days this year and next. 
The air was sharp and keen, however, and the 
dew heavy, as always when the moon is high. 
The writer, with some small assistance and 
much good (and unnecessary) advice, moved 
her bed down beside the fire and put on a long 
log with the lauda~le intention of keeping up 
the fire all night. But-(being by nature a 
contented animal on the Trail)-she slumbered 
peacefully through the chill hours of the night, 
only awaking when said stick burned away 
and rapped her sharply on the nose (about 
daybreak). 

A glorious mOl'ning greeted us as we started 
for J-0uruey's End and but for the long, tire
some climb up the unspeakable mountain be
yond the power line, the trip was most delight
ful. It's a long haul without water, but aside 
from that minor inconvenience the trail to 
Journey's End is very good. The fungus 
growths and mosses are especially fine this 
year. We arrived in time for lunch that day 
and enjoyed the swimming pool mightily. Then, 
having another comfortable afte1·noon to enjoy, 
we built a stone oven and baked a most suc
cessful chocolate cake for supper. Later, we 
wrote our trip song (no Naidni trip, however 
small, may return without a good song to add 
to our long and well-worn collection). 

Again, we had a perfect moonlight night, 
so bright that it almost eclipsed the Northern 
Lights flashing behind Owl's Head in Canada. 
Next morning, with many regrets we turned 
homeward, carrying with us a store of happy 
memories not only of the beauty of trail and 
camp, but a fine sense of good fellowship. The 

joint trip had done much to foster a very honest 
regard for the ability and good sportsmanship 
of both boys and girls. Our song we respect
fully submitted in the Journey's Encl Trail 
Book. Tune-" Lovely to Look At"-

Vistas to lo-ok at 

A magical land, etc. 

NOTES 

In August Mr. and Mrs. Smith Simpson of 

N ew York City made what we think a record 
(baning Appleby) over the Long T1·ail from 
the Long Trail Lodge to the Brandon-Goshen 
pass, a distance of 20 miles. They left the 
Lodge at 6 a. m. and anived at the pass at 
8 :30 p. m. If anyone thinks this is an easy 
jaunt let him try it. It certainly must be a 
record for a woman. 

The approach from the west to the Du Val 
trail in Brandon and Goshen has been changed. 
Instead of starting from the W a.tters farm as 
heretofore, it now starts from the Van Cortlandt 
farm, south of the Watters farm, and joins 
the old trail some distance to the east of the 
Watters farm. In the pamphlet describing this 
trail, the last line of the directions for reach
ing the trail from Brandon, i·eading. ''Take 
left-hand road to Watters fa1·m," should now 
,·ead, ''Take right-hand road to Van Cortlandt 
farm.'' 

The new part of this trail, leading in a south
easterly direction to the Long Trail a.t Blood
root Gap, has been worked and put in good 
condition. It has been cleared of small growth, 
blazes newly painted and the trail relocated in 
places so as to avoid one or two wet spots. 
But it is not an easy trail, though it can now 
be readily followed. There are some steep 
pitches on it, necessita ting ha1·d climbing. 

From -0ne end of Vermont to the other the 
Long Trail follows the skyline of a two hun
dred mile mounta.in range, dipping into valleys, 
climbing over summits, passing through magni
ficent 'forests, sometimes skirting lakes. In all 
of the United States there is no foot-path like 
this.-Vermont, the Green Mountain State. 
Folder distributed by the Publicity Service and 
the Department of Highways. 

Hie to haunts seldom seen, 
Lovely, lonesome, cool and green, 
Over bank and over brae, 
Hie away, hie away. 

-Sir Walter Soott. 


