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SPECIAL MEETING OF TRUSTEES 
The trustees met on call of the president at 

Long Trail Lodge on Saturday, June 15. The 
resignation of Wallace M. Fay as president 
of the Club was accepted and Prof. L. B. 
Puffer of Burlington was elected to serve for 
the balance of the unexpired term. 

Fred H. Tucker of Boston was elected a 
delegate to represent the Club at the Appa· 
lachian Trail Conference at Skyland, near 
W'ashington, June 22 and 2.3. 

Reports indicated that nearly all of the 
Trail in the care of the Sections had been 
inspected and put in proper condition, and 
the patrol has since begun work on the por
tions maintained by the parent Club. 

The new St. Albans Section was repre· 
sented, and reported that they had gone over 
their part of the T.rail and put it in order, 
and made needed repairs on the Laura Wood
ward and Fred Tucker camps. 

That part of the Trail between Smugglers' 
N-0tch and Sterling Pond was transferred from 
the Burlington Section to the patrol. 

Trustees present were Mortimer R. Proctor 
and Wallace M. Fay of Proctor, W. M. R-Oss 
of Rutland, Prof. P. C. Voter of Middlebury, 
Prof. L. B. Puffer of Burlington, E. L. Bige
low of Manchester, Capt. H. W. Congdon of 
Arlington, J. A. Allis of New York, State 
Forester P. H. Merrill of Montpelier and 
Stewa.rt V. Van Buren of Worcester, Mass. 
Prof. R. 0. Buchanan of the patrol was also 
present. 

SEVENTH APPALACHIAN TRAIL 
CONFERENCE 

This was held at Skyland, Shenandoah 
National Park, Virginia, June 22 and 23. 
Fred H. Tucker of Newton, Mass., attended as 
a delegate from the Green Mountain Club, 
and reported on the Appalachian Trail in New 

Hampshhe and Vermont. The progrnm for 
Saturday was very full and interesting, end
ing aftl3r the business had been disposed of 
with a ''country dance and miscellaneous en· 
tertainment" at 10 p. m. Mr. Tucker has sent 
us the following account of the meeting; 

There were about one hundred and fifty 
delegates present at this conference and re· 
ports were received from the whole length of 
the trail from Georgia to Mt. Katahdin. 

It is quite remarkable that this trail of 
about 2060 miles is now all laid out and mark
ed with the exception of eight t-0 ten miles. 
About one hundred miles of the trail goes 
over the Appalachian Mountain Club t1·ails in 
New Hampshire and about one hundred miles 
over the Green Mountain Trail from the Mass
achusetts line to Sherburne Pass and thence 
to the Dartmouth Outing Club .Trail. 

Every delegate seemed to be enthused about 
his portion of the trail. The meetings were pre
sided .over by Major William A. Welch of the 
Inter-state Park of New Y01·k. 

Myron H. Avery, chairman of the board of 
managers of the Appalachian Trail Conference, 
stated that he had been over 1900 miles of the 
trail personally, which I think is a record for 
any member of the Club. 

Skyland, in Shenandoah Park, was well se· 
lected as a place for the conference. It is 
located about 3500 feet above sea-level, with 
splendid views from the plateau in all direc
tions. Rising from the plateau is Stony Man 
Mountain, which is the highest point between 
Virginia and Killington Mountain in Ve1·mont. 

There is a good trail leading from Skyland 
to Stony Man Mountain, a distance of about 
three miles. The members of the conference 
made this trip and several other trips among 
the surrounding mountains. 

The manager of Skyland camp gave the con
ference a very interesting barbecue in White 
Oak Cany-0n, where a sumptuous dinner was 
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served to the guests and entertainment fur
nished by some twenty negro singers. 

Altogether the conference was voted as one 
of the most successful that the association has 
ever had. 

THE NEW GUIDE BOOK 

This has at length made its appearance, con
lliderably later than looked for. It is the 
tenth edition, and supersedes the ninth edition, 
published in 1932, which has been sold out for 
some time. Over 20·0 orders for the new book 
were awaiting its appearance. It is about the 
size of the preceding book, being a reprint 
of that, brought down to date, with correc
tions where needed, and mention made of the 
new cabins built since 193·2,. In the latest book 
the cabins are referred to all shelters, camps 
or lodges, according to the classification 
adopted by the Club. Heretofore these terms 
have been used indiscriminately, without much 
rega1·d to their fitneSll. 

An innovation appears in this book in the 
form of several half-tone cuts of trail cabins 
and scenes on the Trail. Blank spaces are 
adorned with appropriate vignettes. Alto
gether a very satisfactory book, and the editors 
are to be congrntulated on turning out so good 
a piece of work. These editors are too modest 
to give their names, or even to name their 
chairman in the list of committee chairmen, so 
we will here say that they are Profs. Voter 
and White of Middlebury and Prof. Puffer 
of Burlington, the Club cartographer, who 
drew the maps. 

The book is on sale at the secretary's office 
at the usual price of 50c, and 2c additional 
for postage. 

THE BURLINGTON SECTION 

An item in the last News concerning the 
outings and .other doings of the Worcester Sec
tion a.roused the Burlington Section, who wish 
it understood by the othe1· Sections and the 
Club at large that they are not admitting in
ferioriy to any other Section in respect to ac
tivity and enterprise. We have received the fol
lowing letter from the president of that Sec
tion: 

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 

Burlington Section 

Burlington, Vt., May 20, 1935 

Editor Long Trail News: 

I note with interest the notation regarding 
the activities of the Worcester Section, made 
in the Long Trail News, April, 1935, issue .. 
While we want our Worcester brother hikers to 
have all the honor due them I would point out 
that our Section, the Burlington Section, is 
not in line for an epitaph to be placed over 
dead bones - in other words, ''we ain't dead 
yet," -in the Burlington Section. Our chairman 
of hikes, Miss Janice Byington, has done a 
grnnd job in arra.nging our hikes as you can 
see by copies of paper accounts which I am 
inclosing. I would point out our sugar party 
of March 25th. What> Section can beat thaU 

Plans for future hikes take our club to the 
Adirondacks and throw in a canoe trip for 
good measure. 

Our list of new members has increased this 
year. 

We will go arm in arm with the Worcester 
Section. Let the other Sections join us in in
creased activity so that all in all we can show 
the world that the Green Mountain Club is 
"up and coming." • 

Yours in hiking, 

Lawrence W. Dean 
Pres. Burlington Sect. 

The al>ove letter is accompanied by copies 
of notices from the Burlington Free Press, 
from which it appears that so far this year 
this Section hall had ten outings, viz: Jan. 21, 
supper hike to East Woods. Feb. 2 to Bolton 
Mountain Lodge, attendance 18. Feb. 11, to 
the Red Rocks, attendance 18. Feb. 18, to 
Brownell Camp, attendance 19. Feb. 25, to 
Stowe and the camp of the Mansfield Ski Club, 
attendance 21. This was the annual Washing
ton's Birthday outing. March 11, to the But
ler ledge on Mt. Mansfield. This was in mem
ory of the 25th anniversary of the formation 
of the Club. Attendance 27. March 25, maple 
sugar party at Colchester, attendance 50. April 
22, Mt. Philo, attendance 16. May 6, Grand
view (Snake) Mountain, attendance 26. May 
13, eight members climbed Mt. Mansfield and 
spent the night at Taft lodge. Next day others 
came to a total of 22. 

This is an excellent record, and we hope 
will raise a spirit of emulati.on in the other 
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Sections. A feeling of healthy rivalry among 
the Sections will be productive of good. We 
shall be pleased to hear from others. 

THE PRESIDENCY 
Not of the U.S. but of the G.M.C. 
The trustees received with much regret 

notice of the resignation of the office of presi
dent of the Club by Wallace M. Fay. Mr. Fay 
has been an ideal leader, spending freely of 
his time and abilities in behalf of the Club. 
He has spent much time on the Trail assist
ing and supervising in the clearing of the 
Trail and the building of new camps. We be
lieve he originated the idea of the patrol, 
which has proved so successful in keeping the 
Trail in order, and has had general care and 
supervision of its work. He led the fight against 
the parkway, and remained till the contest 
was won. His interest in all that pertained to 
the Club and the Trail never flagged, and the 
Club owes him a large debt of gratitude for 
his services. It has sustained a heavy loss in 
his retirement. 

President Fay's successor, Prof. Louis B. 
Puffei· of the University of Vermont, has the 
necessary experience and other qualifications 
to enable him to carry on the duties of the 
office most satisfactorily, and we have no doubt 
that his administration will be a most suc
cessful one. He has long been a trustee of the 
Club, and is a past president of the Burling
ton Section. He is a thorough-going lover of the 
woods and mountains, and has spent much time 
on the Trail, both as a tramper and a worker. 
He is thoroughly familiar with the Trail and 
its needs, and will see to it that it is kept in 
good condition, and that criticisms of tramp
ers will be kept down almost to the zero point, 
as has been the case recently. All in all, we 
are confident that he will in this and other 
respects maintain the high standard of his 
predecessor. 

A REVIEW 

Now that the Green Mountain Parkway pro
ject seems to have been definitely and finally 
disposed of, a brief review of the celebrated 
controversy which followed the move to con
struct such a parkway may be in order. The 
proposal was first made by Col. W. J. Wil-

gus, a prominent engineer, early in 1933. The 
first outspoken opposition to it was launched 
by the Green Mountain Club. At a meeting of 
the trustees of the Club held in June, 1933, 
resolutions were adopted condemning the 
scheme, and saying that the Club was '' unal
terably" opposed to it. "Unalterably" was the 
right word, as from that time till the final de
feat of the movement, the Club never faltered 
in its opposition. This action of the trustees was 
ratified at a subsequent meeting of the mem
bers of the Club, and later a vote by letter 
was taken of the membership on the question, 
which resulted in a decided majority against 
it, both of the Vermont membe1·ship and of the 
out-of-state membership, i. e., of those voting. 
Many letters were sent in by those voting in 
opposition, setting forth their reasons for op
posing it, but only a few by those favoring. 
The weight of argument was decidedly with 
those opposing. 

While the Club was an important factor in 
the victory, it had powerful allies. The But
land Herald led the fight against the proposal 
among the Vermont newspapers. The out-of
state papers and periodicals which expressed 
an opinion were practically unanimous against 
it. Many prominent persons, distinguished 
writers, summer residents and others, contrib
uted to the result by their letters published in 
the Herald and other papers. Some good poems 
appeared, wittily supporting the cause of the 
opposition. In the House of Representatives 
of the Vermont Legislature, where the issue 
was finally settled, Judge Ernest E. Moore, of 
Li,;dlow, and Jeremiah Evarts, representative 
from Windsor, may be mentioned as leaders 
of the opposition. 

On the other hand advocates of the plan were 
numerous, vociferous and hard working, in
cluding some prominent and influential per
sons. Colonel Wilgus, the originator of the 
idea, toured the state and set forth the ad
vantages of the proposed parkway with per
suasive tongue. His arguments were (1) that 
it would open up the mountain scenery to those 
unable to walk the trails, either because t<H> 
old, or too young, or too infirm, or too lazy; 
(2) as the government was spending immense 
sums on projects, some of which were useful, 
some useless, and some worse than useless, we 
might as well "get ours"; ( 3) it would give 
work to many men. Governor Stanley Wilson was 
a strong suporter, and made several trips to 
Washington in its behalf. Others working and 
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speaking fo1· it wern ex-Governor Weeks and 
Dr. John M. Thomas, ex-president of three col
leges. The Statii Chamber of Commerce favored 
and worked for it'. The Burlington Free Press 
was its chief supporter of the Vermont press. 
The Vermonter magazine came out for it in a 
burst of enthusiasm, but later seemed to become 
doubtful and adopted a non-committal atti
tude. 

The issue was settled in the Vermont Legis
lature of 1935, when a i·esolution favoring the 
construction of the parkway was introduced in 
the House of Representatives, and after public 
hearings and discussion, was voted down by a 
vote of 111 for and 126 against. Afterwards 
the Senate passed a so-called enabling act, 
authorizing the State officials to acquire land 
for the parkway and convey it to the Federal 
government for parkway purposes. The H.ouse 
refused to consider this, which ended the mat
ter, at least as far as that Legislature was 
concerniid. 

It was a hard fought' battle and a well earned 
victory. 

COMMUNICATION 
Rutland, Vt., June 3, 1935 

Editor of Long Trail News: 

Last year one of the chief attractions at the 
Long Trail Lodge was the development of our 
Nature •rraH. This project, togethe1· with cer
tain improvements of the grounds, will be fur
thered this seas.on. 

The motif of our nature idea is to stress 
the problems of, and the urgent need for wild 
life conservation. The Lodge is becoming a 
headquarters for conservation-minded people. 

It is our fervent hope that during the pres
ent season we contact as many Green Mountain 
Club members as possible wh.o will lend their 
support in spreading the gospel of conserva
tion. Literature on this subject, of national 
scope and interest,, may be procured through us 
free of charge. 

Very truly yours, 

Maurice Broun, 
Consulting Conservationist, 

Long Trail Lodge 

NOTES 
The Worcester Section had on their program 

a trip to Mt. Mansfield for July 5, 6 and 7. 
They planned to climb the mountain on the 
6th. 

The trustees at their m~eting voted to trans
fer that pa1·t of the TraU--beween Smugglers' 
Notch and Sterling Pond from the Burlington 
Section to the patrol. 

Mr. Grover Wright is in chm·ge of th Long 
Trail Lodge this year. He is a brother of 
Leonard Wright, the former manager, who is 
now the manager of the l\fiddleb1Hy Tun, 
Middlebury, Vt. 

Recent publications of the Appalachian 
Trail Conference include a supplement to the 
Guide to the Appalachfa.Jl T:ra.il iu fain,e ou
talliing certain clumges nml revisions (30c), 
nl o severnl maps (')f parts of the Trail iu 
Maino at 50e en ·h. 'rhe address of the Con
ference is 901 Union Trust Bldg., Washington, 
D. C. 

'rhe Vermont Chamber of Commerce has i·e
cently passed a l'esolutioJ1 resolviug that the 
parkway plan is a good thiug, aud would be 
the making of Vermont if it eotllcl be realized. 
This no doubt is iu nce(irrl:uiee with the well
known principle that nothing but good should 
be spoken of the dead. De mortuis nil nisi 
bonum. 

The first party to make an extended trip 
over the Trail this year went from Bennington 
to northern Vermont in May. It consisted of 
two men and three women, four college stu
dents and one professor from Massachusetts, 
some being residents of England and Germany. 
On the evening of the 18th they were enter
tained at North Clarendon by the local Grange 
with music and dancing. 

We learn that the1·e is a movement afoot 
looking to the possible construction of a drive 
along the shores of Lake Champlain, far 
enough away from the lake so as not to 
interfere with private property, but near 
enough to afford fine views of the lake and 
Adirondack mountains. We understand that 
the State has ah·eady acquired land in the 
northern part of the State with this in view. 
It has been suggested that the driveway might 
cross over to the Connecticut River and follow 
that stream south. 

The N. Y. 'Evening Jmmwl publisbod Apl'il 
10 a ea1·toou on Vel'lllout's rejection of the 
po.rkway proposition. It 1·epreseuts a. "Wash· 
i.ngtoll slicker'' offering 11 stm·dy-looking fa.nu
cr-like man, c;rr·ryiug a gu.n iu one ha11Cl and a. 
jug Qf maple syrup in the i;>hher, labelled 
"• ta o of Vermont," neeompa.ni,ed by ii come
ly girl labell.ed "Vel'll1ont ighways," a bag 
labelled '' 18 million,'' aml saying, '' 13 million 
for the ga,l." Vermont replies, "She's not for 
sale." A good Clll'toon, hut not quite eorreet 
iu some of the details . The amount wns several 
ntilliqns more foan thirteen, nncl tho girl should 
h:.we been ea lied "Vennont mountains," 0.1· 
"Vcnllont sce11e1-y," 01 something of the kili(l. 


