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THE ANNUAL MEETING 
About thirty members were in attendance at 

the Hotel Berwick, Rutland, when the meet 
ing was called to order by Acting-President 
Congdon, Saturday, January 13, at 11 a~ m. 
First in order was the reading of his report, 
whieh comprised a general review of the aceom
plishmenb1 0£ the past year, and oome sug
gestions for the future. "Our work, happily, 
will never be complete. Camps decay and by 
increased use of the Trail become inadequate 
so that replacements are necessary.'' Here 
followed a cliscussion of a subject which has 
frequently been agitated heretofore, viz., the 
need of more members-at-large to finance the 
necessary activities of the Club. 

''The matter which has been weighing 
most heavily on the minds of your trustees is 
the so-callecl Wilgus Skyline Motor Parkway, 
a scheme that seems to many of us detrimental 
to the best interests of Vermont. I do not be
lieve that if it is built it will mean the demise 
of the Green Mountain Club; we can t ake to 
foothills if it occupies the summits and still 
have a worthy object for which to work. But 
I do sincerely hope that th e ill-advised scheme 
may be either abandoned or modified. I have 
been gratified by the interest taken by our 
members in combatting this. My own letter to 
the Department in Washington mentioned in 
the Long '!'rail News elicited a prompt an<l 
comteous l'eply that no such scheme was in 
contemplation. Action has been taken by sev
eral neigh boring walking clubs; the Adiron
da.ck Moun tain Club, forb idden by its consti
tution to act in the matter as a club, has sent 
a respectable sheaf of letters from its inclividual 
members.'' 

Attention was called to "the matter of 
nomencla.tme of our ca.bins, at present lacking 
any definite t enninology, so a small and crude 
building may be termed a 'Lodge', as is our 
large and elaborate headquarters in Sherburne 
Pass, a 'Shelter', whether a closed building or 
an open lean-to, or a 'camp' (or a 'hut', 
Ed.)." 

The suggestion was made that ''some sort 
of Code of Minimum Requirements should be 
adopted for the erection of new buildings, 
whether by the Club, a Section, or some 
donor.'' 

The report of the treasurer, C. J. Cleveland, 
showed that while receipts for 1933 were less 
than in 1932, expenses were reduced still more, 
so that financiaUy the Club is in better condi
tion than it was a year ago. Cash in banks 
January 13, 1934, was $405, ailld in savings 
banks $223. Investments are the same as · a 
year ago, aggregating $2;, 700 at par value. 

None of these investments has defaulted on 
interest payments. . 

Receipts totalled $1,783, including dues from 
members-at-large, $1,000, dues from Sections, 
$156, guide books, $258, gifts, $34, ''cook 
books", $18, 0 'Kane books, $23, interest, $162, 
Burlington Section for work done, $66, returned 
by patrol, $63. 

Principal disbursements were: Secretary's 
salary, $250, secretary's expense.s, $128, . salar,r 
of treasurer's assistant, $25, actmg president s 
expenses, $15, L ong 'l'1· :~u News, including mail
ing, $142, patrol, 746, Tl'ail. onunittee, $30, 

. E . Trail Cou.ferenee, 20, shclcs, etc., $28. 
The Report of the Long Trail Patrol was 

presented by 1.V. M. Fay, chairman. ''This 
season has seen the practical completion of the 
Club's building prngram. A new camp called 
'Journey's End' was built at the north end 
of the Trail. The old Ritterbush camp wrui 
torn down, moved and rebuilt on a site a l~ttle 
farther from Ritte1·bush pond where there is a 
fine view. 

In the last three years ilve 11C\w camps luwe 
been built on the part of the Trail n_1aiuta u1ed 
by the parent Club north of Sterling .X:on.d. 
Thern seems to be no need fo r nclcl1tJ.onnl 
camps in this region, unless a small shelter 
should be built midway between the L aura 
Woodwar d and the Journey's End camps. 
The distance is nine miles of extremely rough 
country. Be ides i·epahi ng other camps where 
needed the P otrol buil t vo cnntps which were 
paid f~r by 'ediollS. 011 wn th Mabel Tay
lor Butler camp of he Burlington Section, 
located on the western shoulder of Mt. Mans
field near the Needle's Eye. It will accommo
date' 24 lodgers and co=ands a superb view 
over the Green Mountains, Lake Champlain and 
the Adirondacks. The other was the new Glen 
Ellen camp built for the New York Section, to 
replace the' old Glen Ellen camp. This is an 
excellent log cabin with good views and water. 
In addition to the camps much time was spent 
in clearing the Trail and repainting the blazes. 

The par t of the Trail undei· the care of ~he 
Bennington Section extends about 22 miles 
from the southern terminus to the top of Glas
tenbury Mountain. It includes four camps. 
From Gl astenbury Mountain to Bourne Pond, 
21 miles is ca.reel for by the Worcester Sec
tion. Tl1ere are three camps on this division. 
Fl'Om Bourne Pond to Bromley Mountain, 13 
miles, is ~ared for by the Manchester Section. 
Thei·e will be two camps on this section when 
the new Swezey ca.mp is built. From the north 
end of the Manchester Section's division to 
the south encl of that of the Killington Section, 
17 miles, the Trail passes through the Federal 
Forest. The only camp on this part is the 
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Mad Tom camp. From Sherburne Pass, the 
northerly end of the Killingt-0n Section's divi
sion, to the Brandon-Rochester Pass, 21 miles 
in length with five camps, the Trail is main
tained by the Proctor Section. The Middle
bury Section has charge of 19 miles, from the 
B1·andon-Rochester Pass to the top of Mt. Roos
evelt, including four camps. The New York 
Section maintains the Trail from Mt. Roosevelt 
to the Winooski River, a distance of 37 miles. 
The Burlington Section's division, from the Wi
nooski River tu Sterling Pond, 24 miles, in
cludes five camps. From Sterling Pond to the 
Canadian line the Trail is under the care of 
the Patrol. 

The financial statement shows receipts of 
$1 500, which includes $746 from the Club, $236 
fr~m Redfield Proctor, $10{) from Miss Emily 
Proctor, $294 from the New York Section, $69 
fl"Om the Butler camp fund, and $55 due from 
the Burlington Section. Expenditures amounted 
to $1,382. 

The report of the secretary, Miss L. M. Tye, 
set forth that the membership at large is now 
333 life members 49, members of Sections, 702, 
a t~tal of 1,084 paid members. This compares 
with a total of 1,320 a year ago. Membership 
in the Sections is given as follows: Bennington, 
40; Burlington, 63; Killington, 100; Man
chester, 23; Middlebury, 40; New York, 303; 
Proctor, 19; Worcester, 1'14; a total of 702 llB 

compared with 862 last year. Worcester is 
the only Section which registers a gain. She 
speaks of sending out slides of the Trail to a 
number of places during the past year, for use 
in lectures, the latest being Have1·hill, Mass., 
January 2, and thinks this is a good and inex
pensive method of advertising the .Trail. 

The Sections were all represented and made 
oral reports, except the Worcester Section, 
which presented its annual printed report. In 
general they told of work done on the Trail 
and sheltei·s, from which it appeared that all 
had performed their duties in those respects. 
New York and Worcester reported numerous 
short walks and longer excursions, as well as 
dinners and other meetings. Worcester's pro
gram included three strenuous trips, to Mt. 
Greylock, Dummerston and Mt. Ascutney, and 
Mt. Everett. The second wrui considered the 
most enjoyable. The great achievement of 
the Burlington Section was the building of the 
Butler lodge. Dr. L. H. Ross spoke for the 
Bennington Section, Prof. L. B. Puffer for 
Burlington, E. L. Bigelow for Manchester (this 
Section built the Bromley camp, already noted), 
Prof. R. H. White for Middlebury, William 
Burton for New York, W. M. Fay for Proctor, 
Mrs. Ruth A. Fostman for Killington (Rut
land) Section, and L. L. Bigelow for Wor
cester. 

The Bennington Section reported the clear
ing of a side trail from Bennington to the 
Long Trail. Also that depredations on the 
Fay Fuller camp had been committed, and 
that the States Attorney, who is president of 
that Section, had convicted and jailed two of 
the culprits, and was on the 11rack of another. 
A good example for others. The New York 
Section reported W'yanokie lodge built by clu.b 
labor. Candidates for membership IU'O 1·equired 
to join in two Sunday walks before admission. 

The Section will incorporate itself, so that the 
parent Club will not be responsible for its mis
demeanors. 

There was considerable discussion of the so
called Wilgus Parkway project, which cul
minated in the unanimous adoption of the 
resolution: Resolved: That the annual meet
ing of the Green Mountain Club hereby en
dorses the vote of protest made by the trustees 
against the proposed Wilgus Parkway, as out
lined by Col. Wilgus at their meeting. The 
meeting further votes to appoint a committee 
which shall keep in touch with the progress of 
said parkway and take such action in regard 
to same rui they deem best. Said committee is 
instructed to report at the next meeting of the 
trustees. 

The chair appointed as the committee author· 
ized by the resolution, Mortimer R. Proctor, W. 
M. Fay, both of Proctor, and Wm. H. Field, of 
Rutland. · 

W. M. Fay and Prof. R. 0. Buchanan of 
Burlington were appointed a committee to 
suggest minimum requirements for future 
camps on the Long Tra.il to the end that camps 
built hereafter shall not be lacking in essential 
features. 

The following amendments to the by-laws 
were adopted : 

Article IX. Sec. 1. Any change in the Long 
T1·ail or shelters, proposed by a local Section 
or bv the Trail Committee of the G1·een Moun
tain· Club, shall be approved by the Board of 
Trustees before becoming effective. 

Sec. 2. Trails or shelters constructed other 
than bv the Green Mountain Club shall not be 
regarded rui Green Mountain Club trails or 
shelters until approved and accepted by the 
Board of Trustees of the Corporation. 

It was announced that the Appalachian Trail 
Conference and the New England Trail Con
ference would probably meet at the Long Trail 
Lodge in July next. W. M. Ross and W. M. 
Fay were appointed a committee of arrange
ments for this meeting. 

A vote of thanks to Redfield Proctor and 
Miss Emily Proctor for their gifts for trail 
work was passed nem. con. 

Geo. F. E. Story, of Worcester, advocated 
the construction of loop trails from the Long 
Trail to other peaks or ranges, so that a per
son could start at a point on the Trail, pro
ceed across to the other mountain range, along 
that for a certain distance, thence across to the 
Trail and back on that to the place of begin
ning. He spoke of such an opportunity at Man
cl1cstor, t11.king in the Taconie range, including 
Mt. Equinox· also farther north such a loop 
might be 1nade to the Worcester range. This 
idea. opens up great possibilities, and th sug
g sbion w11s refened to tho trustees for consid
eration. 

E. A. Boyce, chairman of the house com
mittee, reported that the result of the season's 
operations at the Lodge was the most favorable 
since its first opening. It was operated the 
past season by the Treadway Service Corpora
tion, under a contract with the Club. Gross re
ceipts of $15,600 were nearly up to last year 
while the net earnings were over $2,00-0, which 
will be nearly or quite enough to pay all non
operat1ng expenses and carry it through to 
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another season. It was kept open to Columbus 
Day, and earnings were $425 net in September, 
and a deficit of $20 in October. Guests were 
registered from all but three states. It 18 
intended to open May 1 for next season, and 
continue till Columbus day, and still better 
results are anticipated. 

Some beautiful lantern slides were exhibited 
on a screen, showing the new cabins, views 
from the Trail, etc. They were from photo
graphs taken by M. C. Joslin, one of the patrol. 

The Board of Trustees and the clerk were 
re-elected. 

THE MODERN BATTLE OF 
THE WILDERNESS 

Under the above caption a writer in High 
Spots, the magazine of the Adirondack Moun
tain Club, discusses the encroachments by 
means of automobile roads, etc., which are con
tinually being made upon the comparatively 
few tracts of genuine wildemess left in the 
country. His thesis is : 

That in the midst of a machine civilization, 
the most worth-while thing in life is the pos
sibility of retiring occasionally to an environ
ment undesecrated by the accomplishments of 
man. 

He maintains this thesis from a physical 
standpoint, a mental standpoint, and most im
portant of all, from a psychological standpoint, 
and also stresses ''the unique aesthetic value 
which large, untramelled areas possess.'' He 
concludes that unless wilderness lovers organ
ize and fight this tendency to some purpose 

''they will soon find that the adventure of the 
wilderness may only be enjoyed vicariously in 
the pages of musty pioneer books and in the 
numbed memories of old men.'' 

Aroused by the proposal to build a ''sky
line" automobile highway across the Presi
dential range in New Hampshire, the Massa
chusetts Forest and Park Association, Society 
for Protection of New Hampshire Forests, 
Appalachian Mountain Club and New England 
Trail Conference have followed the example of 
the Green Mountain Club and unanimously 
adopted resolutions protesting it. 

As to the present status of the parkway 
scheme in Vermont, this project was referred 
to the Public Works Administration, which 
considered it seriously enough to allot $50,000 
for a survey of the proposed route, and actually 
attempted to carry on such a survey this win
ter, and sent several engineei·s to Bennington 
for that purpose, but after getting a taste of a 
Vermon~ winter the survey was postponed and 
the engmeers departed. The procedure if the 
survey is completed, will be for reco~enda
l;ious as to £easibility and suitability to be 
made to the Seereta.ry of tl1e Iuterior who if 
t11e recommendations ru'e favorable, 'will 

1
la,y 

the same lJefore Congress for its considerll.
tion. So iii would seem that this proposa.J is 
a long way yet from a final decision. 

GOOD ADVICE TO COL. WILGUS 
Please, Mr. Wilgus, 
Go back and sit down, 

We've heard what you have to say; 
Find some other State 
Where early and late 

You can talk of a wide parkway. 

·• * * * * 
But, please, Mr. Wilgus, 
Spare us Vermont, 

* * 

What mol'e can you have to sayf 
Find some other State 
Where early and late 

You can plan a wide parkway. 

-Ella Warner Fisher in Rutland Herald. 

LANTERN SLIDES 
Probably most of our members know that 

the Club owns a collection of standard-sized 
lantern slides that are available for loan to 
members or groups by pa.yi.ng e>..-p1·ess charges. 
There has been some justUio.bl6 criticism that 
these slides were obsolete; OJJe man. recognized 
in a picture a little boy who is now a married 
man with children of his ownl 

The Trustees have recently taken steps to 
bring this set up to date. About a third of 
the pictures have been taken out and replaced 
with brand new material, much of it from pic
tures taken during 1933, none over a year or 
two old. Obviously, many mountain views do 
not grow obsolete, but camps go and come and 
we can now show our newest camps that were 
built during the past summer. 

It is hoped to build this sell up to a large 
collection so application may be made for 
illustrations for a whole lecture on a com
paratively small district. To this end the 
slides are in thirteen groups, one for each 
map in the Guide Book, and a third miscel
laneous group for special slides showing ani· 
mals, porkie-damage, trail-construction and the 
like. The Trustees will be glad to have the 
cooperation of all members and their friends 
who are photographers who will be willing to 
lend their negatives so slides may be made for 
the Club collection. As it costs about 40 cents 
t? make each slide, it is hoped that the Sec
t~ons or members may mlike special conbri!)u
tions for this wo1·k, perhaps when lending 
slides, to over 1~t least part of he coat. 
. 'l'ltere are erta.in limitratious in the nega

tives tha~ can be usecl. Obviously they should 
not duplicate any gooc1 material that wc have 
and only the slide committee can be judges of 
that, so some loans may not be used on that 
account. 

l'il.ms must be of sharp focus; fully e:i.-posed 
s? as to lta.vo complete detail; developed to 
g1ve mnpl~ cont:a~t, and th i;ubjeet one of 
real value m c1epietmg the Trail and Trail life 
t lling a definite story of what a hiker see~ 
or does. 

Our Trail Patrol keeps us supplied with pic
t?-res of the different camps and cabins, in
side and out, so none of these are needed. But 
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pictures of outstanding beauty of the Trail 
itself or views from it, and story-telling pic
tures of the hikers ' life and experiences are 
desirable. Groups of people posed for the~ 
pictures are not wanted; while ''how-to'' pic
tures showing the clearing of trail, making 
packs, and that sort of thing, are very 
desirable. 

Films of any size can be used; they should 
be securely packed, with paper between each 
pair of :films, and sent by insured or regis
tered mail to Herbert 'Wheaton Congdon, Ar
lington, Vermont. Each negative should bear 
in the clear margin a small identifying number, 
and a list should be inclosed giving the title 
of each :film, year when taken, and the return 
address for the package. They will be kept 
for about a month before return. 

Will you all help us build up a notable 
collection? 

A VISIT TO COUCHING LION 
Rev. Wolcott Cutler publishes a small paper 

called Wings of Love at Charlestown, Mass. 
Last fall he and a party drove by motor from 
New Hampshire to climb the mountain, and 
his account of his experience a.ppeared in the 
November, 1933, issue of his paper, with a 
good cut from a snapshot of a view on the 
mountain. He says: 

This gl' at mountuiu ri es ne1uly 3,000 feet 
from the sunom1.ding country, but in its out
line and its p1·oportions i t is mmvollously like 
a giant lion six mll long, str · tchecl out in 
rnpose, with its head low down over the out
stretched paws. To see it once is never to for
get it. 

At the foot of the trail we left our cars in 
an open :field belonging to a generous moun
taineer, Professor Will S. Munroe. Although 
our host did not appear, we guessed a.t once 
what a friend to all living creatures he must 
be, because of the unusual number of song 
birds flitting hither and yon a bout his flower 
ganlens ancl orchards. Everywhere were blos
soming plants and climbing vines and bushy 
hedges and :fine old trees, and the birds mak
ing themselves merrily at home on every branch. 

After reaching the summit they 
looked for the two trails to Bolton and de

liberately took the longei· one, a ve1-y unusual 
trail recently completecl by Profe&or Monroe 
and his co-workers, and caJled the Monroe 
Skyline Trail. (Here the writer is a little 
mixed.) It has been so laid out as to take in 
every glorious vantage point on the northern 
end of the mountain. 

Down, down we looked to the narrow green 
valley of the Winooski (or Wlld Onion) river, 
a thousand feet below. (They had found a 
wild onion on the mountain, and naturally 
thought that was the kind of onion which 
gave the river its original name, and perhaps 
it was.) ' 

Our last views of the Couchillg Lion were 
obscured by darkness, but one reads after-

wards with pleasure of how in 1853 a German, 
named Frederika Bremer (wrong again; she 
was a Swede) after a visit to the United States 
wrote: · 

'"l'he picture of that romantfo lake (Cham
plain), and of the colossal reposing granite 
lion, which in the setting sunlight seemed to 
increase in size, while it receded still further 
and further into the dim distance, is one which 
I shall ever retain in my mind among the most 
beautiful natural scenes of America.'' 

May the beneficence of unspo'ilerl n aliure, 
and the benevo.lence of new generntions 0£ Will 
Monroes Jong continno to mn.ko of Couchiltg 
Lion ''one of tli most beautiful natural scenes 
of America." 

The party reached home that evening-a 
good day's work. 

NOTES 
It should be borne in mind that the princi

pal revenue upon which the Club relies t-o carry 
on its a ti \'i tica i t he membership dues from 
the members·at·ln:rgo. Every member, there
fore shoulil uot fail to continue !tis membersltip, 
and should, ii possibl , indu c on0 or more 
new members to join. 

The Worcester Section reports that horse
back riders did considerable damage to the 
Trail over Stratton Mountain. We believe this 
is the first instance of damage so caused, at 
any rate the :first reported. Horseback riders 
should stick to their bridle paths, and keep off 
the Trail, which is intended for foot passen
gel'S only. 

A petition signed by 4,563 Vermonters 
a.gainst the proposed mountain parkway in 
Vermont, has been filed with the Public Works 
Administrn.tion in Washington. It was accom
panied by a b1ief setting forth the reasons 
why the p etitioners were opposed to the plan. 
The petition was sponsorncl by the Rutland 
Hewld. 

We have received definite infDl'mation that 
the annual Appalaehian Trail Conference will 
be held June 30 ancl July 1 next, at the Long 
Trail Lodge, under the auspices of the Green 
Mountain Club. The sessions will commence 
at 2 p. m. Saturday and extend through the 
following clay. Trips will lJe arranged to some 
of the peaks of the Green Mounta.ins. 

The Appalachian T1·ail Conference has issued 
a pamphlet detailing the history, route, guide
book data and literature of the Trail. This 
pamphlet, ''The Appalachian Tra.il' ', will be 
sent post-paid upon receipt of 25 cents. The 
Conference has also issued a Guide to the Ap
palachian Trail in Maine, with two maps, giv
ing detailed data on the trail of 173. 5 miles 
from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, which may be 
had at a cost of 50 cents. Address Appal
achian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trnst Bldg., 
Washington, D. C. 


