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Green Mountain Club Exempt From 
Federal Income Tax. 

For some time Fritz von Briesen of New 
York City, a prominent member of the 
Club and an ex-trustee, has been at work 
with the authorities at Washington, endeav
oring to secure a ruling that donations to 
the Club may be deducted from the incomes 
of the donors in preparing income tax re
turns, having made at least one trip to Wash
ington for that purpose. That his efforts 
have finally been successful may be seen 
from the following letter recently received 
from Washington, which we publish togeth
er with a letter from Mr. von Briesen. 
Those prospective donors who have been 
withholding their benefactions for fear they 
would not be allowed credit for them in 
their income tax returns have no longer any 
reason for delay, and we shall take pleasure 
in publishing the honor roll, with names and 
amounts. The Club can make good use of 
any gifts received. 

Treasury Department 
Washington 

June 28, 1932. 

The Green Mountain Club, Inc., 
c/o Cola J. Cleveland, Treasurer, 

Rutland, Vermont. 
Sirs: 

Reference is made to the evidence 
submitted by you in support of your 
claim to exemption from Federal in
come taxation. 

The evidence presented discloses that 
you were organized in 1910 and incor
porated without capital stock in March, 
1917, under the laws of the State of 
Vermont. The purposes for which your 
organization was formed are to make 
trails and roads, in the Vermont moun
tains, to erect camps and shelter houses 
therein, to furnish maps and guide 
books thereof, and in other ways make 
the Vermont mountains play a larger 
part in the life of the people. Your 
actual activities consist of carrying out 
the above purposes. You state that 
your club exists to bring the people to 
the Green Mountains and to make the 

Green Mountains accessible to the peo
ple. Any person may become a mem
ber of your club by making applica
tion to and receiving the approval of 
your membership committee. Your an
nual dues are $3.00 for members-at
large and $2.00 for section members. 
Life membership may be secured by 
the payment of $50.00. Your mem
bership as shown by your 1930 report 
is 1,500. 

The evidence presented further dis
closes that your club has recently com
pleted after twenty years' work, the 
so-called Long Trail, a public footpath 
extending along the Green Mountains 
from Canada to Massachusetts, and that 
you now propose to construct a bridge 
over the Winooski River in Vermont 
which river constitutes the only break 
in said trail. 

It is stated that your organization is 
a non-profit making enterprise; that 
your income is derived from dues and 
contributions and is used to carry out 
your pm·poses; and that no part of 
your income is credited to surplus or 
inures to the benefit of any private 
shareholder or individual. 

Based on the foregoing, it is held 
that you are entitled to exemptiol). un
der the provisions of section 103 ( 7) 
of the Revenue Act of 1926, and the 
concspondi11g sections of prior revenue 
acts: You aJ.'e not, therefo1;e, require_d 
to file returns fo1· 19_31 and prior yea1'S 
and future returns will not be required 
s o long as there is no change in your 
organiza_tion your PUlJ>Oses 01· method 
of doing business. 

Any changes in your form of organ
ization, or method of ope1·ation, as 
shown by the evidence submitted, must 
be immediately repo1-ted by you to the 
collector of internal revenue for your 
district, in order that the effect of such 
changes upon your present exempt 
status may be determined. 

The exemption granted in this let
ter does not apply to taxes levied un
der other titles or provisions of the re
spective revenue acts, except in so far 
as exemption is granted expressly un
der those provisions to organizations 
enumerated in section 103 of the Rev
enue Act of 1928 and the correspond
ing provisions of prior revenue acts. 

A copy of this letter is being trans-
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mitted to the collector of internal rev
enue for your district. 

By direction of the Commissioner. 
Respectfully, 
J. C. Wilmer, 

Deputy Commissioner. 

C. J. Cleveland, Esq., 
Rutland, Vermont. 

July 25, 1932. 

My dear Mr. Cleveland: 
I cannot tell you how delighted I 

am at the good news that you sent me 
with you.r letter of July 22. What it 
really means is that you may now state 
to prospective contributors that dona.
tions to the Green Mountain Club, Inc., 
may b~ deducted from income in the 
making up of income tax returns. 

If you will look at Section 28, Arti
cle 261, of Regulation 74 of the Rev
enue Act of 1928 you \Vill find that 
the ruling of the Treasury Department 
to the effect that you are exempt from 
making i·eports is equivalent to a rul
ing that donations to the Club may be 
deducted from income in making Unit
ed States income tax returns. 

I troot that the letter will be repro
duced in the Long Trail News, accom
panied by an explanation of its bear
ing on donations. 

Very truly yours, 
Fritz v. Briesen. 

The New Guide Book. 
The ninth edition of the Long Trail Guide 

Book made its appearance early in August. 
It was unfortunate that it was delayed so 
long after the hiking season opened. About 
500 advance orders for it had been receiv
ed, and the buyers were clamoring for their 
books. However, altho the period of gesta
tion was unduly prolonged, we must give 
the editors credit for finally bringing forth 
the best guide book. It has 118 pages, 
as compared with 94 in its predecessor. The 
maps have been redrawn by Prof. L. B. 
Puffer, official cartographer of the Club, 
and are strictly up to date. A new feature 
is that the description reads from sou.th to 
north, instead of from north to south, as in 
all of the preceding books. Whether this 
is an improvement or not depends on the 
direction in which the user of the book is 
travelling. As a majority of trail trampers 
no doubt travel from south to north, a ma
jority vote would doubtless pe cast in favor 
of the present reading. 

The statement is made of the Du Val 
trails: "These trails, well marked with blue 
blazes, boast of rustic bridges over the 
brooks and ornamental stiles at the fences." 

Lest some hiker be misled by this, we will 
correct it by stating that this applies only 
to the old trail, leading to the Brandon
Rochester pass. The other trail to Blood
root Gap is not much more at present than 
a blazed line of trees. Some clearing of 
undergrowth was done originally, but this 
has not been kept up. It is a hard trail, 
with some steep ascents and descents, and 
should not be undertaken by anyone with
out a knowledge of its difficulties. 

On page 57 appears the rather cryptic 
warning: "Take great care in the open places 
and on bare peaks." No special reason is 
apparent why greater care should be taken 
in these than in other places, bu.t if the 
reader will turn to page 112 light will be 
shed on 'the mystery. There we learn that 
the special care recommended is so that 
the hiker will not lose his sense of direc
tion on emerging from the woods, and may 
be able to find the trail on the other side 
of the bare place. 

Notwithstanding the enlargement and im· 
provements the price is the same, 50 cents, 
plus postage, and they may be ordered from 
the secretary, Miss L. M. Tye, Mead Build
ing, Rutland, Vt. 

The Trail. 
By W. M. Fay. 

The good results of the thorough work 
of the patrol and the ~ections last year are 
very apparent in the reports of satisfactory 
trips by many hikers. The same program 
has been carried out this year and all Sec
tions have their trails and camps in good 
condition. Prof. Buchanan with M. L. Jos
lin and Chester Buchanan have worked the 
Burlington and Middlebury sections as well 
as all of the main club trail south of the 
Winooski River. Fred Mould of Morrisville 
cleared and painted from the Lamoille 
River to the Barrows Camp and the patrol 
is now completing the remainder of the 
northern divisions. 

In addition to their usual work the patrol 
spent some time in the neighborhood of the 
Long Trail Lodge laying out and blazing 
new trails that will be an added attraction 
for the guests of the Lodge. One of these 
leads from the Noyes Pond-Chittenden 
Pittsfield road-side trail u.p to the bald 
south peak of Blue Ridge and back to the 
main trail about a mile north of the Lodge. 
With caretakers at Noyes Pond Lodge this 
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season this makes two overnight trips
without the necessity of heavy packs
available to Lodge guests. 

Another new trail branches off the Long 
Trail north of Big Deer's Leap and start
ing in an easterly direction makes a com
plete circuit, coming back to the Lodge via 
the Appalachian Trail. A third trail bisects 
this circuit and is called the Deer's Leap 
Traverse as it crosses the high points of 
both Big and Little Deer joining the Circle 
Trail on the north side. 

Prof. Buchanan and Joslin have made a 
fine map of the trails around the Lodge 
and copies are available to guests. 

The patrol reports evidence of some ex
cellent trail work by the U. S. Foresters in 
the Styles Peak vicinity. Curious! to those 
of us who live in a rain drenche section 
of Vermont, Prof. Buchanan found many 
dry springs in this area, some fifty miles 
south of Rutland where the rainfall has 
been very heavy. 

The Long Trail Lodge. 
The Lodge is offering several new diver

sions for its guests in the way of archery, 
under excellent superv1s10n, ping-pong 
games and tournaments, and swimming, in 
a pool now under construction, which is 
nestled in the trees about ten minutes' walk 
from the Lodge. 

The Green Mountain Club has given to 
the Lodge three new cabins, accommodat
ing two each, with a central lavatory. For 
the use of hikers, a fireplace is to be built 
near these cabins, where they may cook 
their own meals. With this addition we can 
now accommodate forty guests. 

The ice-house at the Lodge is full of snow, 
packed there last winter, and is ready to be 
used any time for a real Vermont sugaring
off. The crane and pot are ready in the 
fireplace, and the syrup and other good 
"eats" ready in the kitchen. 

The Trail Patrol has spent several days 
about the Lodge, marking and measuring 
old trails, and making new trails over Deer 
Leap and Blue Ridge Mountain. Before they 
left they presented the Lodge with a trail 
chart of the new trails, giving the distances 
between points, and the connections with 
the Long Trail. 

This year many hikers have passed 
through on the Trail. ·Most of them come 
into the Lodge and register in a special 
hiker's register. Some take short trips to 

Killington, Pico, or Noyes Pond, and back 
again to the Lodge, but others stop on their 
way through from the Massachusetts line, 
Bennington, or Manchester, going north 
to the Middlebury Gap and further. One 
hiker had come from Bear Mountain, New 
York, and planned to cross to the White 
Mountains, on the Appalachian trail, and 
finally into Maine. Another hiker had come 
from the Massachusetts line, was going to 
Canada, and from there was planning to 
sail a boat out the St. Lawrence and down 
the Atlantic Coast. 

The Lodge has had visitors from many 
parts of the world this year. During the 
past month guests have registered from 
Shanghai, China, Melbourne, Australia, 
Glasgow, Scotland, London, England, Paris, 
France, and Costa Rica, to say nothing of 
guests from all over the United States. 

Camel's Hump In Storm. 
Anyone who has been caught on this 

mountain in a storm will recognize the 
truth of the description in the following 
sonnet. But, according to our experience, 
a liberal supply of hail should be added to 
make the picture complete. 

Beleaguered by the storm-wind's migh
ty blast 

That vents its billowed fury shock 
by shock, 

With lashing rain, on the embattled 
rock, 

Thou dost resist the foes against thee 
massed. 

In vain the fiery lightning's darts are 
cast 

At thee, for not to them dost thou 
unlock 

Thy heart, nor to the booming thun
der's knock. 

Unconquered, undismayed thou stand
est fast. 

When the majestic symphony of storm 
Has ceased and Night, defeated, 

calls away 
Her sullen cloud-ranks that besieged 

thy form, 
What guerdon waits thee with the 

breaking day? 
The radiant east, and Morning's soft 

embrace 
And rosy smile that lights thy storm

worn face. 
-Charles H. Stone, in Vases of 

Verse, Vermont Sonnets. 

Mountain Climbing. 
Why climb mountains? That is the ques

tion which is frequently asked by those who 
aspire to nothing further than to roll along 
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at the base of them in motor cars. Some 
would reply, "to view the scenery." Others 
"because it is a healthful exercise, to enjoy 
the pure air, to view the works of Nature." 
The Indians climbed mountains to look for 
enemies, or to communicate by means of 
signals. But there may be reasons which 
lie deeper than these. Dr. Henry Van Dyke 
touched on this subject in one of his books: 
"The beauty of a high place and all that 
belongs to it: clear sky, refreshing air, a 
fine outlook, and that indefinable sense of 
exultation that comes into the heart of man 
when he climbs a little nearer to the stars." 
And again: "There is an upward impulse in 
man that draws him to a hilltop for his 
place of devotion and sanctuary of ascend
ing thoughts. The purer air, the wider out
look, the sense of freedom and elevation, 
help to release his spirit from the weight 
that bends his forehead to the dust." 

Notes. 

As voted by the trustees at their June 
meeting, three cheap but comfortable cab
fos have been built at the Long Trail Lodge, 
adding six to the number who can be lodged 
there. Lodging accommodations have been 
very inadequate, and this is a very wel
come addition. The cost was $200 each. 

The trustees have decided to publish only 
five issues of the News this year instead of 
the usual six. This is largely for reasons 
of economy, but partly because it appeared 
that all of the available news could be sup
plied in these five numbers. The next News, 
and the last of the year, will appear in 
November. 

More than 100 members and guests of 
Killington Section of Rutland attended a 
dinner and lecture at the Long Trail Lodge 
on the evening of July 13, 1932. The lec
ture was by Edward J. Foyles, curator of 
the Museum of Natural History of Roches
ter University, Rochester, N. Y. His talk 
was on the geologic history of the Green 
Mountains and other eastern ranges. It was 
illustrated by moving and still pictures. 

We acknowledge receipt of the Sierra 
Club Bulletin, San Francisco, Cal., for 
June. Also of The Mountaineer, Seattle, 
Washington, and of the bulletin of the 
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of Wash
ington, D. C. The latter has a valuable ac-

count of the present status of the Appala
chian Trail, with a detailed description, 
from which it appears that about 1600 
miles of its total length of approximately 
2000 miles are now completed. 

The Proctor Section held its first outing 
of the season on June 18. It consisted of a 
gathering at the farm of George H. Davis, 
near Rutland. It consisted of walks in the 
vicinity, a basket picnic and a meeting 
around the fireplace in the evening, when 
plans for future outings were discussed. 
The second outing took place July 17 at 
Pico Pond. A choice was offered between 
four walks varying from one mile to eight 
miles in length. The most popular was up 
Little Pico, a round trip of 31iil miles. A 
record thunder storm prevented any of 
those on this hike reaching the top. At
tendance 21. 

A recent issue of the Vermonter has a 
sketch of Eiler Larsen, a native of Den
mark, who might be called a super-tramp, 
or King of the Hikers, with a portrait of 
him in his walking togs. Tramping with 
him is not merely a hobby or an avocation, 
but his constant occupation. He worked on 
the Long Trail in 1927, and his ambition 
now is to be the first person to tramp the 
entire length of the Appalachian Trail, a 
man-sized job, it must be admitted. He 
exemplifies Walt Whitman's lines: 

Afoot and light-hearted I take to the 
open road, 

Healthy, free, the world before me, 
The long brown path before me lead

ing wherever I choose. 

A writer in the Boston Transcript says, 
"you would not guess that there are at least 
1100 mountains more than 200 feet high" 
in Vermont. It will be observed that the 
writer here makes no statement of fact. 
One might draw the inference that there 
were that number, or that there were not, 
so it is impossible to impeach his accuracy. 
But we wish to call attention to his use of 
the word "mountain" in connection with a 
height of over 200 feet. When does a hill 
become a mountain? Is an elevation of 200 
feet or less a hill and one of 201 feet or 
more a mountain? Elevations of 200 to 300 
or 400 feet may be mountains in Massa
chusetts but are hills in Vermont, tho we 
believe the line of demarkation between 
hills and mountains has never been exactly 
established. 


