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Special Meeting Of The Trustees. 
On Saturday, June 4, at 11 a. m., eleven 

of the trustees met at the Long Trail Lodge 
for the consideration of such business as 
might be brought before them. Unfor
tunately both President Proctor and Wal
lace Fay, in charge of the trail patrol, 
were unable to be present. The report of 
the treasurer showed a somewhat declining 
tendency of receipts as compared with last 
year, and in view of this fact and also con
sidering that contributions are expected 
from some of the Sections and not more 
than one, if any, new camp is in prospect 
this season, it was thought that the patrol 
should not use more than $600, or possibly 
$700, this year, and still keep the Trail in 
good condition. In order to keep in fash
ion the Club should do a little economiz
ing. 

After attention to one of Mrs. Bates' 
good dinners, the meeting tackled other 
problems with renewed vigor. The guide 
book committee reported the copy for the 
new edition ready for the printers, and the 
contract for publication was awarded to 
the National Survey of Chester, Vt., the 
lowest bidder, and the book will be ready 
for distribution very shortly. Already 
many orders have been received. The maps 
will be all new, having been entirely re
drawn, and the letter-press will be brought 
down to date. It was voted to present a 
copy of the new guide book free to each 
new member at large joining after June 
4 for the balance of this year, as an extra 
special inducement. 

The matter of the shortage of sleeping 
quarters for the week-end crowds was 
brought up, and it was voted as a partial 
remedy for this condition to build three 
plain, simple but comfortable cabins to ac
comodate two persons each, which, it was 
estimated, can be built and equipped at the 
present low prices for labor and materials 
for $200 each, and State Forester Merrill 
offered to take charge of their construe-

tion, and it was so ordered. These will be 
located in the woods in the direction of 
Pico, but near the Lodge. It was thought 
that there were enough high-priced de luxe 
cabins for the present. 

A visit of inspection was made to Deer's 
Leap camp, across the road, and it was de
cided to make this into two rooms to ac
comodate two persons each, putting two 
windows into each and a veranda in front. 
These moves should result in a good in
crease in profits for the moderate invest
ment. 

Trustees present were Messrs. Ross and 
Cleveland, Rutland; Marsh, Brandon; Profs. 
Voter and White, Middlebury; Dr. Ross, 
Bennington; State Forester Merrill, Mont
pelier; Prof. O'Kane, Durham, N. H.; 
Messrs. Allis of New York; Bigelow of 
Worcester, Mass.; and Tucker of Boston. 
Several of these brought their wives, and 
some remained over Sunday. 

From The Sections. 
The Worcester Section reports several 

successful outings so far this season. One 
was to the Blue Hills Reservation near 
Quincy, Mass., and another to the Lincoln 
Woods Reservation in Rhode Island. A 
third was the annual Memorial Day trip to 
Willis Ross camp on Stratton Pond, Long 
Trail, May 28, 29 and 30, in which 22 
members participated. 

A working party of 15 men under the 
direction of Louis L. Bigelow spent May 
14 and 15 in clearing that part of the 
Trail under the care of this Section, and 
putting the camps in condition for the sea
son. This work was successfully accom
plished, and the workers felt that it was a 
privilege to take part in it under such a 
leader. 

The new Manchester Section starts off 
with much enthusiasm. This Section has 
assumed charge of the section of the Trail 
between Bourn Pond in Stratton and Mad 
Tom lodge in Peru, a distance of 15 miles. 
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It will build a shelter on this part of the 
Trail during the summer, and a committee 
has been appointed to select a suitable site. 

The Monroe Memorial. 
J. A. Allis of New York, custodian of the 

fund for some memorial to Prof. Will S. 
Monroe, stated at the trustees' meeting 
that a project was under consideration to 
purchase the farm adjoining Prof. Mon
roe's Couching Lion Farm on Camel's 
Hump from this fund and present it to 
him. He stated that the farm, consisting of 
102 acres with building, can be bought for 
$1500, which would leave several hundred 
dollars for improvements. The fund now 
amounts to about $2100. Prof. Monroe 
has so far remained neutral regarding this 
question, and has expressed no preference. 
It is expected that the matter will be dis
cussed with him soon and an effort made 
to learn his wishes. 

Governor Wilson On The Long Trail. 
(Continued from last issue.) 

In this club are many experienced moun
tain climbers who delight in conquering the 
heights no matter how difficult or danger
ous. But far the greater number prefer 
to travel on foot for health and to get the 
enjoyment of the beauty of the mountains, 
not without effort but without the dangers 
and hardships attending the worst climbs in 
mountain wilderness that only the most 
hardy and foot-sure can well attempt with
out guides and assistance. 

So the thought of making a trail the whole 
length of the Green Mountains was bound 
up with the origin of the Green Mountain 
Club and the two have grown to full accom
plishment together. Sections were built 
here and there as groups of mountain 

trampers became interested. Trampers liv
ing at Burlington built a link of the trail in 
the region near Mount Mansfield, the high
est mountain in Vermont. A group living 
in New York put through a remarkable link 
from the Winooski River south over Camel's 
Hump, the Stark Mountains, the peaks of 
Lincoln and others. Middlebury climbers 
built along the sky-line in their region. 
Other groups mapped out and put through 
sections farther south toward the Massa
chusetts line and north of Mount Mansfield. 
The task has now been completed and a 
trunk line footpath now extends along or 
near the sky line of the Green Mountains 

the whole length of Vermont and over into 
Massachusetts to the south. This is the 
Long Trail. The Long Trail was illuminat
ed on the birthday of the Green Mountain 
Club as a fitting form of celebration. 

Do not get the idea that the Long Trail 
is an automobile road like the Mohawk Trail 
of Massachusetts. It is a footpath-not a 
road for automobiles or even possible for 
horse back travelling. It is largely a foot
path through a wilderness. It winds 
through virgin mountain forests, it crosses 
crags and pinnacles, it clings to the sides 
of rocky ravines, it crosses great stretches 
of bald· rock where one seems verily to be on 
the top of the world. It is a footpath from 
which have been i·emoved the brush and 
fallen trees that endanger the traveller and 
where aids have been provided for the 
climber where aid is necessary. 

No guide is necessary for you to tramp 
over the Long Trail. It is well cleared out 
and is an open path which you will have no 
difficulty in following. To assist the tramp
er the trail is marked with painted blazes on 
the trunks of trees, a conspicuous cut in the 
bark of the trees at about the height of 
one's eyes, this cut well coated with white 
paint. Much of the Trail is so well mark
ed that it can be followed after dark. There 
are sign posts at places where the Trail 
crosses highways and at junctions or 
branches. These indicate the direction of 
the Long Trail, the distance to shelters, etc. 

There is no really dangerous climbing. 
There are no -treacherous precipices to 
scale, no dizzy heights to cause danger of 
falling, no ropes or insecure ladders. The 
Trail goes up and down over mountain af
ter mountain, but makes its way by rea
sonable grades and it has been planned with 
care. 

To enjoy its beauty and interest one does 
not need to be an experienced mountain 
climber or to go through a course of phy
sical training. It is the kind of outing that 
can be undertaken by anyone in ordinary 
health. Many of the lesser animals of the 
woods-porcupines, deer, squirrels, and 
countless birds may be seen. There is no 
danger from large wild animals. 

At no place on the Trail is it many miles 
down to regular highways and the habita
tions of man. In a word, the Long Trail 
offers the combination of safety, of appar-
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ent wilderness remoteness, and actual acces
sibility. That which 1500 men and women 
have selected and developed for a health 
giving and enjoyable recreational endeavor 
is worthy of consideration for a vacation 
that will be different from any other. 

On the Long Trail are two hotels-the 
Long Trail Lodge at Sherburne Pass, and 
the Mount Mansfield Hotel. There are 
numerous shelters for campers also and al
ways within easy reach of the foot of the 
mountains are other hotels if you desire 
the comforts of hotel life while getting a 
taste of the wilderness. 

The Long Trail Lodge is the home of the 
Green Mountain Club. The main building is 
a structure of unique beauty. It expresses 
the spirit of the wilderness. It is set be
tween moss covered ledges in the midst of 
sweeping woods, with the mountains tower
ing above. The solid ledges form part of 
the walls. The timbers, the stairs, and the 
furnishings are the native trees wrought 
with exceeding skill into the designs for 
use but retaining their forest appearance. 
Massive rock fireplaces, comfortable though 
primitive appearing chairs, and food of un
excelled quality attract the visitor. It is a 
place of. wonderful charm. It is a fitting 
home for this great club where the hospi
tality and rest of the wilderness meets on 
the level the culture and polish of the city. 

The Mount Mansfield Hotel is top of the 
mountain for which it is named, reached by 
the Trail or by a fine winding mountain 
road. A stone's throw from it is the base 
of the nose of the great upturned face that 
gives the mountain its name. A few 
minutes walking or climbing opens to one 
a magnificent panorama that some travel 
thousands of miles to behold. This is a 
summer hotel. It closes early in October. 
It is no place to live in the winter, for the 
winds have no check and snow and ice make 
access impracticable~ But in summer and 
early fall it has a setting fit for the dwell
ing of kings, but without the necessity of 
a king's income for use.' 

New England Trails Conference. 
The annual meeting of this Conference 

was held at the Long Trail Lodge Satur
day, May 28. Twenty-five delegates were 
in attendance, mostly from Massachusetts, 
with a good representation from Connecti-

cut and Vermont, the former including 
Robert M. Ross, formerly State Forester of 
Vermont. Many matters pertaining to 
trail problems and ethics were discussed. 
Benton Mackaye, originator of the Appala
chian Trail, delivered an address on The 
Trail as a Dramatizer of Nature, in which 
he showed what the observing tramper can 
learn of nature in her various forms and 
aspects as he passes over the trails. 

Saturday afternoon there were informal 
discussions of trail matters, followed by a 
banquet. A resolution was adopted ex
pressing regret for the death of Judge 
Arthur Perkins of Hartford, Conn., who 
was a member of the Green Mountain Club, 
and who will be remembered as having ad
dressed one of the annual meetings on the 
Appalachian Trail. 

Two suggestions for adding to the at
tractions of the Lodge for visitors were 
made-good ones if· they can be carried 
out. One was that thru the medium of 
sketches, diagrams and panoramic photo
graphs the land history of the Killington 
region of the Long Trail be displayed on 
the walls of one of the rooms. The other 
that a garden showing the various kinds of 
plant life to be found in the vicinity be 
formed on the Lodge grounds. 

Sunday was devoted to exploring the 
Deer's Leap caves, climbing Pico and Kill
ington, etc., and in the evening motion pic
tures of fishing and animal life in New 
Brunswick were shown, which terminated 
an enjoyable and profitable gathering, 

The Dorset Trail. 
Some of the friends of Dr. George Holley 

Gilbert of Dorset realized, after his death 
last year, that the Dorset Trail, which he 
so largely helped to create, was needing 
work and care to keep it in fit condition for 
tramping. These friends felt they would 
like to perpetuate his memory by an or
ganized plan for taking care of the trail. 

In 1894 it was realized that our enjoy
ment of the mountains would be increased 
by the creation of a trail connecting all 
the summits. These mountains belong to 
the Taconic range and are geologically 
separate from the Green Mountains. 

Dr. Gilbert, an early and enthusiastic 
member of the Green Mountain Club, was 
largely responsible for the making of this 
trail. The only one of our mountains not 
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included in the trail is the lone peak 
Mother Myrick. -

In 1928 Dr. Gilbert wrote "The Dorset 
Trail," giving the story of the trail, illus
trated with photographs by Carl Ramsey, 
and information about the peaks, and the 
paths leading over them. 

Dr. Gilbert also published a map of the 
trail, thru the generous support of a mem
ber of the "Dorset Society of Natural 
Science,'' organized by Dr. Gilbert to arouse 
wider interest in the outdoor world. At the 
autumn meeting of this Society it was 
voted to assume responsibility for caring 
for the trail, as a memorial to Dr. Gilbert, 
and a committee was appointed to have 
charge of this work. 

Du.ring the past summer the Boy Scouts 
and others have worked on the trail, and 
put up new markers. 

In January, Mr. Ernest West, an active 
officer of the Dorset Society of Natural 
Science, learned that a lumber company 
had an option to buy a tract of timber on 
Owl's Head, and cut it off. Mr. West 
acted promptly and secured the right to 
purchase it for the society; the money was 
quickly secured for the purchase, and the 
trees saved. 

It is purposed during the coming summer 
to make a special occasion of naming one 
of our peaks for Dr. Gilbert, with appro
priate ceremonies. 

NOTES. 
Here is a new one from the Literary 

Digest: "Half a day from New York, and 
the tramper can begin the Long Trail up 
the sky-spine of the Green Mountains." 

The trustees at their meeting inspected 
and admired the new cabins, built since 
their last meeting at the Lodge, viz., the 
new Undercliff and the Bayley cabin. Their 
meeting took place in the Woodfin cabin, 
now completely equipped. 

From reports received at the trustees' 
meeting, the Trail is in exceptionally good 
condition for so early in the season from 
the southern end to the Brandon-Rochester 
Gap, the work of the Sections. The patrol 
had been out for some week ends, but had 
not started regular operations. 

Attention is called to the fact that each 
new member at large joining the Club in 

1932 will receive a copy of the new guide 
book withou.t charge, besides the privileges 
at the Long Trail Lodge (preference for 
lodgings and 10% discount on rates) and 
subscription to the News, which all mem
bers have. 

Capt. and Mrs. Herbert Wheaton Cong
don of Arlington propose for prospective 
membership in the Club, Walton Green
leaf Congdon, their son, born April 5 last. 
The proud father says: "Judging from 
his sturdy frame, broad shoulders and big 
chest, he will some day lower the famous 
Marathon record on the Long Trail." A 
good example for some of the other trus
tees. Congratulations. 

It was reported some time ago that 
Barnes Camp would be closed this su.m
mer. We are pleased to announce that 
such will not be the case, as it will open 
for the season about the middle of June. 
This will be good news to the many tramp
ers who pass that way, as they find it a 
great convenience, located on the Trail in 
Smugglers Notch at the foot of Mt. Mans
field. It would be almost a calamity if 
this favorite resort should be closed during 
the season. 

Under the editorship of Prof. Walter 
Collins O'Kane the Club has published a 
new and enlarged edition of the popular 
folder "Short Trips on the Long Trail." 
It contains articles on "How to Reach the 
Long Trail," "What the Long Trail is 
Like," "Short Trips from your Motor Car," 
"One-Day Trips,'' "Week-End Trips," 
"Equipment for Long Trips," etc. It is 
illustrated with a map of Vermont showing 
the Long Trail, and seven half-tones of 
trail scenes. It is free for the asking. 

To those trampers interested in the bird 
life of the Trail we can commend an arti
cle which appeared in Bulletin No. 11 of 
the Vermont Botanical and Bird Clubs, is
sued in June, 1926, entitled "Summer 
Birds of the Long Trail through the 
Green Mountains," by Warren F. Eaton 
and Haskell B. Curry. The authors de
scribe with valuable notes 102 varieties of 
birds observed on their trip, besides men
tioning several others which might have 
been seen but were not. As this Bulletin 
may not now be readily available, we think 
the article would be an excellent subject 
for a reprint by the Club. 


