
E. Porter Dickinson 
112 So. Pleasant St. , 

Amhel'st ,Uass. 

IDQr 1£nug Wratl Nrws 
Published by The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

Vol. 2. Rutland, Vermont, August, 1929. No. 5. 

A Special Meeting of the Trustees 
was held June 8 at the Breadloaf Inn, Rip
ton, Vt., forenoon and afternoon, with a re
cess for dinner. The hotel was not open to 
the public, but was opened for this occasion 
by the courtesy of Middlebury College. 

Wallace M. Fay, in charge of patrol work, 
submitted a written report setting forth de
tailed reports received from the men patrol
ling the Trail, covering that part of it from 
Bolton to the Griffith house, south of Grif
fith, camp. They reported on the condition 
of the Trail, location of blow-downs, where 
they painted blazes, and whether the Trail 
was well marked and easy to find, with ;:e
marks. Where criticism was needed, they 
spoke plainly. E. g., "Trail is well marked 
to Breadloaf Mt. Confusing signs there. 
Short cut to Emily Proctor's is terrible. A 
great number of fallen trees. Signs to 
Emily Proctor short cut should be made 
plainer." (About the middle of July two 
young women who had been over this part 
of the Trail called on the writer, and said 
they had been unable to find Emily Proctor 
lodge, and were obliged to camp for a night 
in the open.) 

They also reported on the condition of the 
camps. Here also they were plain-spoken. 
E. g ., "Deer's Leap camp, general condition, 
poor. Needs new screen in door. Stove be
yond repair. No cooking utensils. This 
camp should be kept better because it is 
across the road from the Lodge, and when 
people see the. condition it will discourage 
them." 

These men were sent out primarily to ob
serve and report, the only work to be done 
by them being to paint blazes where needed. 
At the ·meeting, however, it was voted that 
thereafter they should do all of the work 
necessary to put the Trail in good condition 
as they went along. 

Capt. Herbert W. Congdon presented a 
tentative schedule of the Long Trail field 
week, August 10-18. This matter was dis
cussed and various suggestions offered. 

It was voted to convert the two basement 
bed-rooms at the Lodge into shower baths. 

These rooms were unattractive and have 
never been used, and the change will be a 
great improvement. 

It was brought out at the meeting that no 
attention need be given by the trail commit
tee of the Club to certain sections of the 
Trail, as it is understood that the following 
Sections will look after the parts of the 
Trail allotted to them, viz., New York, :Bur
lington, Middlebury, Proctor and Rutland. 
It was stated by delegates from the Middle
bury Section that the branch trails leading 
to Emily Proctor lodge would be put in 
good condition, and the lodge repaired. 

Mr. Storey invited the trustees to meet 
with the Worcester ·section on Columbus 
Day, October 12, at their new camp at Strat
ton . Pond, and the meeting adjourned to be 
reconvened at the call of the president, prob
ably at the time and place stated. 

The following trustees were in attendance, 
some of whom brought their wives: Messrs. 
Proctor, Fay, W. M. Ross, R. M. Ross, 
White, Voter, Congdon, Tucker, Storey, 
Marsh and Cleveland. Walter Mueller, 
president of the New York Section, attend
ed as a proxy for J. A. Allis. 

After the meeting some of the party vis
ited Lake Pleiad lodge and the lake, near 
by. The lake would be a little gem if the 
fallen trees and old boat house timbers 
which now disfigure it were removed. The 
lodge, which is a model of its kind, would be 
better located on the shores of the lake, we 
think. 

The Long Trail Trip. 
.The Committee on Long Trail Week re

ports an excellent response to the new idea 
of a personally conducted trip on the Trail 
without packs and blankets. At the time 
of writing it looks as if the party would 
number about twenty, less than the limit 
but about three times the size that had 
been predicted! Of course the registration 
would have been larger if the price had 
been lower, but for a "luxury trip" it is no 
more than could be expected. 

Many of those writing in to make reser-
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vations have expressed their pleasure at 
the opportunity to go on the Long Trail, 
which under other circumstances would have 
been impossible, so even if the full regis
tration limit is not reached, we can feel 
that w.e have met a need and it is .to be 
hoped that much good will accrue to the 
Club and its members. 

One unlooked for result has been a most 
welcome cooperation by the Rutland Rail
road, which has asked for and been furnish
ed a list of the party with their home ad
dresses, and will send them full details of 
how to get to Rutland and how to get back 
again, together with an attractive proposi
tion for special rates which will cut the 
costs to them. Several of the party will 
come in their own autos, and arrangements 
have been made to get careful drivers who 
will see to it that these cars follow the 
party so their owners will always find them 
waiting at the end of the day, ready for 
use. 

At the time of going to press, 18 have 
registered. The story of the trip will ap
pear in the October News. 

The Long Trail Brings Real Estate 
Development. 

It is generally recognized that the Long 
Trail and the Green Mountain Club are 
factors of importance in the development 
and prosperity of Vermont. Here is a case 
in point: 

In 1925 Mrs. Alexandria Brown, of Long 
Island, N. Y., came up to Vermont with a 

party of friends. They started on the Trail 
at Breadloaf, going south. One evening 
they reached the Herbert Haley farm south 
of Mendon and Shrewsbury mountains, 
where they spent the night, intending to 
resume the tramp in the morning. But 
their stay lengthened into days, and each 
day found them more enamored with their 
surroundings. Mendon, Little Killington, 
Shrewsbury and other mountains about 
them, the Dorset and Wallingford peaks 
to the south, and towering above all, Kil
lington Peak, not far away, and not least 
among the attractions, two good trout 
streams with their many tributaries running 
thru this Eden. Regretfully they left, only 
to return the following summer and pur
chase the Haley farm. Adjoining land has 
been purchased, until Mrs. Brown now owns 
about 1000 acres in a body. One of the 
fannhouses has been remodelled, and last 
summer the family spent the entire season 
in Shrewsbury, entertaining many friends. 
Several of them have since bought adjoin
ing properties which they have improved 
and beautified, so that there is now a size
able summer colony of people of means 
and taste located in the "backwoods" of 
Shrewsbury, in place of the almost 
abandoned farms, and the end is not yet, 
all due to that tramp over the Long Trail 
in 1925. 

New Camps. 
The Bennington Section has erected a 

closed metal hut on the summit of Glasten
bury Mountain. It is 13 feet square, made 
entirely of copper alloy steel. Inside are 
four bunks, with room for six others, a 
stove, table and cooking utensils. Within 
100 yards is a spring. From one side is 
a fine view of Searsburg, and also the bodies 
of water at Whitingham and Somerset 
dams. From the other side the cabin over
looks Pownal and Greylock Mountain to the 
south. The men who did the work , were 
John N. Leonard, A. J. Holden, Jr., and 
Dr. L. H. Ross, of Bennington, Prof Carl 
S. Hoar of Williams College, and John B. 
Clark of the Williamstown High School. W. 
W. Holbrook, fire warden at Glastenbury, 
also assisted. 

The Fred H. Tucker camp in Hazen's 
Notch is nearly completed. 

Owners have been interviewed and sites 
visited for the camp in Hell Hollow, for the 
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one on Cold River in Shrewsbury, for thP. 
one on Stratton Pond and for that on Little 
Rock Pond. Operations on these are ex
pected to begin soon. 

A Long Trail Poem. 
A bard has recently struck his blooming 

lyre and produced an alleged poem on tlrn 
Long Trail in five stanzas. It starts in as 
follows: 

Hiking-time to homelands 
And on the Vermont Hills, 

Upon the tingling Long Trail 
With breezy sky-line thrills; 

And cabin consolations, 
That soothe all tribulations, 

While my free, expanding spirit feeds 
and fills. 

We have known a variety of epithets to 
be applied to the Trail, but "tingling" is a 
new one. Here is the third stanza: 

Feeding-Inn at Breadloaf, 
At Pico, Killington, 

With Abraham and Mansfield, 
When these are highly won; 

And it's always bright w_eather 
When hikers get together 

Around the sparkling log of climb
ing fun. 

"Feeding-Inn" may not be a strictly po
etical expression, but it conveys an idea 
very alluring to hungry trampers. But if 
the author means to imply that such es
tablishments may be found on the other 
mountains mentioned, he is mistaken. At 
the cabins on Killington and Mansfield a 
limited variety of canned goods may be 
found, but they do not aspire to the dig
nity of "feeding-inns". Did any hiker, in 
his perigrinations on the Trail, ever come 
across such ·a log as that described in the 
last line? If so, kindly specify when and 
where. 

The other stanzas are of equal merit with 
those quoted. 

The Long Trail Lodge. 
The season has opened with a rush, the 

following large parties having already been 
entertained: The Young Ladies' Academy 
of Rutland for tea; The Proctor University 
Club for a banquet and business meeting; 
the Vermont marble salesmen; the Eastern 
New York Eye, Ear, Nose & Throat Special
ists, with the Rutland physicians as guests 
at a banquet, filling the Lodge to capacity 
over night; the Engineers of the N. Y. 
Central lines; the Whist Club of Clare-

mont, N. H. for dinner and over night; the 
Arlington Vt., Refrigerator Co's. salesmen 
and wives, and other smaller parties. Sev
eral parties have started north and several 
south from here. All report the Trail to 
be in very good condition. 

As Mrs. Bates (the manager) truthfully 
remarks: "The delightful coolness which 
pervades the Lodge at all times makes it 
a most attractive place to visit in the warm 
summer months." 

Obituary. 
James B. Wilbur, of Manchester, Vt., was 

a member of the Green Mountain Club, and 
a capitalist and philanthropist of unbounded 
generosity. Besides large monetary gifts to 
the Library of Congress, the American Ant
iquarian Society and the Vermont Historical 
Society, he built and presented to the Uni
versity of Vermont its beautiful Ira _Allen 
Chapel. His collection of Vermont books, 
pamphlets and MSS. was one of the most 
valuable in existence, and these will go to 
the University of Vermont, to which institu
tion he left also the bulk of his estate, sub
ject to certain life interests. It is estimated 
that the University will ultimately receive 
from this source upwards of $1,500,000. His 
hobby was the early Vermont statesman, Ira 
Allen, brother of Ethan, and founder of the 
University of Vermont. He collected a great 
amount of material 1:elating to this celebrat
ed cha1·acter, and was the author of an ex
haustive biography of him, which was pub
lished shortly before his death. 

Notes. 
The Du Val trail (the old part) has been 

thoroly cleared and put in Al condition, 
and the new part has also been much im
proved. 

Theron S. Dean of Burlington recently 
delivered an illustrated lecture on the Long 
Trail to a large and appreciative audience 
at the summer school at Breadloaf. 

Travel on the Long Trail bids fair this 
season to be heavier than ever before. 
Registrations at the camps on Killington 
and Mansfield to date are considerably 
ahead of last year. 

The Boston Globe disseminates the aston
ishing information that there are 2000 peaks 
in Vermont of 2000 feet and upwards in 
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height. Divide this number by 20 and the 
answer will be about the right number. 

The New York Section has recently pub
lished a year book, containing a brief his
tory <Yf the Club, the constitution and by
laws of the Section, officers and list of 
members. 

The Book of the Long Trail, by Henry 
Newbolt, is a good book, but we would not 
advise :any reader to order it on the sup
position that it refers to the Long Trail of 
Vermont, as it deals with other matters. 

The Board of Governors of the Adiron
dack Mountain Club extend to members of 
the· Green Mountain Club the hospitality of 
their Johns Brook Lodge, located on the Mt. 
Marcy Trail, P. 0. Keene Valley, N. Y., dur
~ng the present season, at member rates. 

· Two parties are winning fame by doing 
the · entire length of the Trail, one, two 
Wiiliams College students, we presume have 
accociplished it, as they started from Wil
liamstown, Mass., June 23. The other con
sists 'of four young women from Worcester, 
Mass.; who are on their way. We hope to 
pu_blish stories of both trips in the next 
issue. 

The. Williams College boys report the 
Trail 'in good condition for practically its 
entir~ iength, barring a few wet spots. If 
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this is so, we believe this is the first time 
such a report could truthfully be made, and 
it speaks volumes for the efficacy of the 
new patrol system. 

Officers of the Lake Pleiad Section (Mid
dlebury) announce that if the newly adopt
ed patrol system on the Trail relieves them 
of some of the work there, they will turn 
their attention to other projects which they 
have in mind, one of them being the cutting 
of a branch trail from Lake Dunmore to 
the Long Trail. This will fill a long felt 
want, and we predict that such a trail 
would prove popular. 

A mighty runner has written in from Cal
ifornia to say that conditions in his terri
tory are n~t satisfactory, that he has heard 
about the Long Trail, and that he has a 
mind to run a marathon over it and see 
what sort of a record he can make, and how 
about it? We will say, in all kindness, 
that we have investigated the matter, and 
that, while most persons prefer to walk 
over the Trail, we can assure our corres
pondent that if he wishes to run over it 
there is nothing in the statutes of the State 
or the by-laws of the Club to prevent him. 

Address communications on Club matters 
to Miss L. M. Tye, Secretary, Mead Bldg., 
Rutland, Vt. 

STERLING POND 
Fifth prize B, L. L. Bigelow, Shrewsbury, Mass. 


