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Annual Meeting. 
The annual meeting of the Club will be 

.held at the Hotel Berwick, Rutland, Satur
day, January 12 next, commencing at 10 :30 
a. m. The program will be presentation of 
reports from the officers and Sections till 
about 2 p. m., with a recess for lunch, then 
an open meeting for about an hour, followed 
by an address by Benton MacKaye, of 
Hartford, Conn. Mr. MacKaye is well known 
as the originator of the Appalachian Trail, 
and is the author of a book entitled The 
Exploration, concerning the recreational 
possibilities of the entire territory from 
Georgia to Maine, thru which the Trail will 
pass. He will discourse on this Trail and 
the surrounding country, telling what has 
been done to date and what remains to be 
done. We are fortunate in securing him as 
a speaker, and the attendance no doubt will 
be large. 

The Long Trail Lodge will be open and 
warmed for those who wish to visit it on 
Sunday, but no meals will be served. 

The Photographic Contest. 
The Committee that conducted the Phot

ographic Contest of 1928 has had a surpris
ingly difficult task to do; frankly, they had 
no expectation of such a response as the 
enthusiastic hiking photographers have 
made. When the contest closed on Novem
ber 15, instead of a batch of twenty-five or 
thirty pictures to judge, the Chairman re
ports that nearly two-hundred and fifty had 
been received, from twenty contestants! 

His first task was to make a rough selec
tion by the elimination of as many prints as 
in his opinion were not of prize-winning 
quality. About fifty were left after his 
most rigorous sifting, and these were sent 
to the other two judges, Professor O'Kane 
in Durham, N. H. and Professor Voter in 
Middlebury, Vt., with Captain Congdon's 
suggestions for three choices for each of the 
three prizes. 

Unfortunately for our editor, whose forms 
close December 3, all three judges have 
strong and different ideas as to the relative 
merits of the fifty pictures and S? excellent 
is the material to be judged that as yet they 

have been unable to make a majority choice, 
much less a unanimous one. It will mean 
that the next sifting, reducing the list to a 
dozen or fifteen eligibles, must be sent on 
the rounds again and perhaps once again, 
as the judges cannot manage to meet as a 
group and all their discussions must be by 
the leisurely methods of rural mail. 

One thing is very clear: that the three 
prizes that can be awarded will not suffi
ciently recognize the interest shown and ef
fort put forth by the contestants, and sev
eral "mentions" must be awarded. Perhaps 
it may be permitted to make these awards 
in advance of the selection of the prize-win
ners. 

Charles Rollins Tucker of Randolph, Vt., 
and Brooklyn, N. Y., receives Special Men
tion for his splendid group of 140 prints 
showing "A Hundred Miles on the Long 
Trail" and is still in the running for one or 
more prizes in addition. 

Harold E. Smith of Hartford, Connecticut, 
is awarded Mention for a group only less 
notable than Mr. Tucker's, covering a less 
distance on the Trail but taken during sev
eral years so it is quite as interesting. 

Eric P. Jackson and Edward R. Denio 
share honors in Mention for the most beau
tiful photographs, pictorially, that were sub
mitted in the contest; but two of the judges 
ruled them out as failing to comply fully 
with one of the four advertised ''bases of 
comparison" :-news interest. Although they 
excelled in the other three points they do 
not give typical and veracious impressions 
of what a hiker may expect to find on The 
Long Trail. They are both dramatic, spec
tacular, startling, but fail to show what "the 
Trail or trail-life is like" to quote the pro
gram. 

It is expected that the announcement of 
the prize-winners can be made in the next 
issue of the News, for by that.time we can 
say 

"The tumult and the shouting dies, 
The Captain and the Profs. depart" 

and the 1928 Photographic Contest will have 
reached a decision. 

HERBERT WHEATON CONGDON, 

Chairman, Contest Committee. 
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New Lodge on Bolton Mountain. 
Probably the best constructed and most 

inviting camp yet built on. the Trail has 
just been completed by the Burlington Sec
tion. It takes the place of the old "Duns
moor lodge" on Bolton Mountain, and is of 
a distinctly new type on the Long Trail. It 
is designed after the cottages of Wales and 
Ireland, four feet of cobble stone at the 
base, white stucco above, and a four-sided 
roof with round corners. Red and black 
shingles, trimmed irregularly, give the ef
fect of a thatched roof. Green on the door 
and window frames adds a bright touch. 
The interior measures 15 by 25 feet, with 
bunks for twelve. The floor consists of flat 
stones set in cement, and the furniture is 
of white birch. It is warranted porcupine 
proof. Durability, beauty and care as to de
tails characterize this latest addition to 
Long Trail camps. The site was selected by 
Mr. E. S. Bryant, owner of the mountain. 
The view from the front is of surpassing 
beauty, with the Couching Lion in the cen
ter of the picture. A few yards away is a 
spring, and a little farther the tumultuous 
Joiner brook. Special credit is due to Dr. E. 
G. Twitchell and Ernest Smith, of the Bur
lington Section, and to the volunteer work
ers who contributed many days of skilled 
labor. The cost in money thus far has been 
$761, all from the treasury of the Burling
ton Section, except $85 interest from the 
Hazelton fund, $62 earned by Taft lodge, 
$50 life membership from the general treas
ury, and $150 indebtedness outstanding. We 
hope to print a cut of this building in a 
future issue. The name has not yet been 
decided. 

Columbus Day Outing. 
There was no great outpouring at this 

gathering, called by the committee to be 
held at Brandon on October 12. None of 
the committee, no officer of the Club and 
only one trustee was present, and few of 
the rank and file. However, a few of the 
faithful started out and went over the new 
part of the Du Val trail to the Chittenden
Goshen road, thence along that road north 
to the old Du Val trail, thence along the old 
trail to the starting point, a walk of 7 or 8 
miles. The day was fine, except that the 
summer heat made it rather too warm for 
tramping. A few days later another party, 
including Mr. Du Val, walked over the Long 

Trail from the Brandon-Rochester highway 
5 miles south to its junction with the DuVal 
trail, thence 5 miles along the latter to the 
(;Qshen-Chittenden road. This part of the 
trail is rough and steep, and not cleared 
much, mostly only a blazed line running 
straight, regardless of grades. Taking it in 
tlie reverse direction, with much steep 
climbing, it would be steep and difficult 
enough to satisfy the most hardened climber. 
"Bloodroot Gap", where the trail joins the 
Long Trail, is not a gap at all, merely a 
slight depression in the skyline, and some 
real mountain climbing has to be done to 
get there. This trail will be improved next 
season. It passes thru a wild and interest
ing region, crossing several streams and 
dipping down into several deep gulches. 

Killington Peak. 
Thirty-seven miles north of Stratton 

Mountain, which was described in our Octo
ber issue, we come to a noble group of moun
tains, as a group unequaled by anything 
elsewhere on the Long Trail. Killington, 
the highest, with an altitude of 4241 feet, 
is surpassed in height only by Mt. Mans
field in Vermont. Southwest and close at 
hand is Little Killington, 3951 feet, to the 
south is Shrewsbury, 3737 feet, west is Men
don Peak, 3837 feet, and to the north Pico, 
3967 feet in height. The impressiveness of 
this group is heightened by the fact that for 
many miles north or south there is no moun
tain that equals even the lowest of them in 
heigT1t. The Long Trail passes directly over 
the summit of Killington, and passes along 
the side of Pico, whence a short branch trail 
leads to the summit, where there is a steel 
observation tower, a gift to the state from 
Mortimer R. Proctor, from the glass-enclos
ed top of which an extensive panorama is 
visible, shut off toward the south by the 
greater height of Killington. 

There are several trails leading up Kil
lington, two from the west, starting from 
Brewer's Corners, which is accessible by mo
tor from Rutland, one following an aband
oned carriage road, about four miles. The 
Long Trail from the south reaches the Peak 
from East Clarendon, while on the west 
there is a trail from West Bridgewater, 
about six miles. But the best trail and the 
one most travelled is via the Long Trail 
from Sherburne Pass, starting from the 
Long Trail Lodge, the unique and luxurious 
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clubhouse of the G1·een Mountain Club, eas1-
)y reached by motor or bus from Rutland on 
the west or Woodstock on the east. The dis
tance is a little less than six miles, the 
Trail in excellent condition and not difficult, 
with the short side trail taking the tramper 
up Pico. 

Just below the summit of Killington is a 
level space where once stood a hotel, and 
near by is a good spring. A little below the 
summit stands a substantial stone hut, erect
ed by the Killington Section of the Club of 
Rutland, where caretakers are stationed in 
the sununer and food and blankets may be 
had. The top is a bare, rocky ledge, and is 
reached by a short but steep climb. The 
view is unobstructed in every direction, and 
conunands one of the widest panoramas to 
be obtained from any mountain in New Eng
land. Besides th~ several near-by mountains 
already mentioned, Stratton Mountain 
stands out to the south, and southeast Mt. 
Ascutney is easily recognized because it 
stands alone with no other mountain ap
proaching it in height anywhere near. To 
the north-east may be seen the principal 
peaks of the White Mountains, and to the 
north-west the Adirondacks. To the north 
the principal summits in view are Bread
loaf Mountain, Mount Abraham, Camel's 
Hump and Mt. Mansfield. The city of Rut
land is eight miles away, and water effects 
are supplied by Lake Bomoseen and the Chit
tenden reservoir, near by, and Lake Cham
plain in the distance. Bird Mountain in 
Castleton is easily identified by its peculiar 
outline. Many other peaks, farther away, 
may be made out if the air is clear and the 
eyesight good. 

A Brief for the Porcupine. 
We have received a communication from 

Douglas Vernon, one of the young men who 
had charge of the G. M. C. camp on Killing
ton last summer, which we are unable to 
publish in full on account of its length. We 
a.re glad, however, to give a summary of 
his argument, and should like to hear from 
any others who are interested in the subject. 

The writer takes exception to the advice 
of the guide book to "kill hedgehogs on 
sight." He admits that at some of the 
camps they may do sufficient damage to 
deserve death, but says: "Of the 270 miles 
of the Long Trail the camp sites (possibly 
50) are the places which must be saved from 

destruction from porcupines. But how many 
of these camps are so threatened? The 
Killington camps are not. Probably the 
same i~ true with others. Even if there 
were few camps wliere porky does not de
serve death, still there are over 250 miles 
along the Trail where he does no damage." 

He then argues against the killing of the 
animals even at camps, because many leave 
the carcasses near by unburied, and thus 
render the cabins uninhabitable. In this 
connection he quotes a letter from P. B. 
Terry, who thinks that porcupines should 
not be killed because people will not carry 
them far enough from camp. He found a 
huge dead one at Mt. Carmel, and, "having 
walked 15 miles soaking wet from Carmel 
to Suckerbrook lodge, and arriving there in 
the afternoon, we were unable to camp 
there, due to the fact that a dead porcupine 
had been left too near it. So we had to 
walk four miles more, up over Mt. Worth 
and down to camp that night at Pleiad." 

Further, he says, the advice to kill porcu
pines encourages the bringing of firearms 
on the Trail, with the result that not only 
those but other wild animals are killed, and 
trail signs and some cabins riddled. 

The remaining argument is against the de
struction of wild life in general, of which 
the porcupine is a part. "Whatever the 
factors are that make the charm of the out
of-doors, certainly wild life furnishes an im
portant part of them. To many hikers on 
the Trail the porcupine furnishes the thrill 
of being in the woods which only the sight 
of wild life can give. Further it should be 
borne in mind that wild life is none too 
plentiful in the East. And it is wild life, 
of which the porcupine is about the easiest 
to see and observe, which distinguishes the 
Long Trail from a city park." 

He closes by quoting from authorities to 
whom he has written on the subject. Mr. 
L. Leavens, Vermontj Fish & Game Com
m1ss10ner, says: "I can enter into your 
attitude toward this and certain other, 
practically harmless, wild animals." 

W. B. Bell, of the Bureau of Biological 
Survey, Washington, says: "Much of the 
killing of porcupines appears to be a result 
of the natural instinct of many people to 
kill practically any animal that they may 
come across. Where porcupines are not ex
cessively abundant and conspicuous damage 
is not bei~g done, they are objects of in
terest and as such should not be subjected 
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to ruthless destruction." 
Edward A. Preble, of the American 

Nature Association, says: "In my opinion 
and in the opinion of many who are very 
familiar with the work of this animal, they 
should be destroyedj only in places where 
they are doing particular damage, rather 
than whenever they are met with. People 
generally seem so willing to kill that I some
times wonder that we have any wild life 
left." 

Every rod of the trail has its contrasting 
surprises. A long aisle carpeted with moss 
and lined with columns of dark pine, gray 
beach and shining yellow birch, through 
which floats the voice or a hermit-thrush 
like the song of a nun in a cathedral; a 
turn and you pause on a granite step to hold 
your breath and look down upon a little wild 
meadow of asters, a tiny blue sea close-
1·immed by whispering green cliffs. Wade 
through this amid the hum of wild bees, up 
more granite steps that are mottled with 
sunlight, into the deep woods again, turn
ing, winding, resting on logs, drinking at 
springs, wondering but not caring where 
you are, then a sign-post: "Outlook." A 
few yards of branch trail and beyond the 
edge of a cliff the world lies at your feet. 
The forest stretches down and away for 
mile upon mile until it meets the cultivated 
land. Here and tliere a tuckea-away farm 
or village, then away and away into the haze 
of the beyond. 

-Merritt P. Allen on the Long Trail 
in St. Nicholas. 

Notes. 
A recent walk over five miles of the Long 

Trail, from the Brandon-Rochester road 
south, proved that that part of the Trail, 
at least, is in excellent condition. 

Hon. B. Loring Young, recently nomin
ated by the Massachusetts Republicans as 
candidate for U. S. Senator, in the recent 
campaign, is a member of the Club and has 
done considerable tramping on the Trail. 

We wish to remind secretaries of the var
ious Sections, and any other correspondents, 
that we are glad to receive and publish news 
items from their Sections. Bear in mind 
that the News is issued on alternate months, 
and that it goes to press soon after the first 
of the month. 

We have endeavored unsuccessfully to get 
some information as to results of the past 
season at the Long Trail Lodge, so this will 
have to be deferred till the next issue. We 
believe the new management succeeded in 
pleasing and satisfying the guests, but as 
to financial results we are in the dark. 

We believe that field days or outings, such 
as was appointed for Columbus Day in Oct
ober, are commendable for many reasons, 
and should be encouraged and continued, 
provided there is a demand for them. The 
sparse attendance at the first experiment 
suggests that if another attempt should be 
made, advance pledges of attendance from 
enough members should be secured to make 
it worth while. 

Now that the Long Trail at Glastenbury 
Mountain has been straightened out by run
ning it over the mountain instead of around 
the base, thanks to the good work of the 
Worcester Section, led by Messrs. Storey 
and Bigelow, the Trail may be considered 
practically complete, and nothing now re
mains but the building of the additional 
cabins needed to have the stage all set for 
the great birthday celebration in 1931. 

We learn from Dr. H. N. Kingsford of 
Dartmouth College, who originated the dif
ficult trail from the Lake Mansfield Trout 
Club to the hotel on Mansfield, known as the 
Kingsford trail, that this trail was thoroly 
cleaned out last summer, and ladders and 
stairs placed at some of the more difficult 
climbs. He states that several trampers 
have been over it in less than four hours, 
so it is safe to consider it a four hour trail, 
instead of five hours, as stated on the sign 
at the start. 

A number of complaints have reached us 
of conditions on the Trail in various parts, 
such as fallen trees, small growth and 
nettles, lack of trail marks in clearings, 
lack of blazes and arrows, etc. The system 
of assigning parts of the Trail to individuals 
and Sections for care looks well on paper, 
but does not seem to produce results in all 
cases. We think the time is at hand when 
at least two good trail workers must patrol 
the entire Trail (excepting Monroe Sky
line) at least once a year, and put it in 
order where needed. 

Address communications on Club matters 
to Miss L. M. Tye, Secretary, Mead Bldg., 
Rutland. Vt. 


